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MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE.

—

TO COLONEL M‘DOUGALL.
Philadelphia, March 234, 1776.
Dear CoLoNEL,

When the clerk of the Congress gave me the printed
papers which I enclosed you, he told me they contained the
navy establishment. Whatever deficiencies there may be
in them as to that matter, will I hope be supplied by the
extract now enclosed.

As to continental colours, the Congress have made no
order as yet concerning them, and I believe the captains of
their armed vessels have in that particular been directed
by their own fancies and inclinations. I remember to have
seen a flag designed for one of them, on which was ex-
tremely well painted a large rattlesnake, rcaring his crest
and shaking his rattles, with this motto, “ Don’t tread on
me,” but whether this device was generally adopted by the
fleet, I am not able to say,—I rather think it was not.

I am by no means without my apprekensions of danger
from that licentiousness which in your situation is not un-
common; nothing will contribute more to its suppression

than a Vigorous exertion of the powers vested in your
VOL. Il.—y
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Convention and Committee of Safety, at least till more
, regular forms can be introduced. The tenderness shown
to some wild people on account of their supposed attach-
ment to the cause, has been of disservice. Their eccentric
behaviour, by passing unreproved, has gained countenance,
and has lessened your authority, and diminished that dignity
so essential and necessary to give weight and respect to
your ordinances. Some of your own people are daily
instigated (if not employed) to calumniate and abuse the
whole province, and misrepresent all their actions and
intentions. One in particular has had the impudence to
intimate to certain persons that.your battalions last cam-
paign were not half full, and that Schaick’s regiment had
more officers than privates ; others report that you have
all along supplied the men-of-war with whatever they
pleased to have, and through them our enemies in Boston.
By tales like these they pay their court to people who have
more ostensible consequence than real honesty, and more
cunning than wisdom.

I am happy to find that our intermeddling in the affair of
the test is agreeable to you. For God’s sake resist all such
attempts for the future.

Your own discernment has pointed out to you the prin-
ciple of Lord, Stirling’s advancement ; had the age of a
colonel's commission been a proper rule, it would have
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plained to their satisfaction, as far as I am able to judge.
With respect to this, however, as well as some other mat-
ters, I shall defer particulars till we meet. In a word, with
some men in these as in other times, a man must either be
their tool and be despised, or uct a firm disinterested part
and be abused; The latter has in one or two matters
been your fate, as well as that of many other good men.
Adiew
I am, dear sir,
Your friend,
Jonx Jay.

TO COL. M‘DOUGALL.
Philadelphia, 27th April, 1776.
Dzar Covoxzi,

Accept my thanks for your friendly letter of the 16th
instant, and its enclosures, which contain useful as well as
agreeable information. I am glad to see New York doing
something in the naval way, and think the encouragement
given by your Convention to the manufacture of arms,
powder, saltpetre, and sea salt, does them honour.

Many of the reasons you allege for delaying taxation are
weiglity, and I confess did.not occur to me. It is certainly
unreasonable to impose on the city, in its present circum-
stances, 8o great a share of the public expenses.

The late election, so far as it respects yourself, has taken
a turn I did not expect, and am at a loss to account for,
except on the principle of your holding a military office, or
that mutability which from various causes often strongly
marks popular opinions of men and measures in times like
these. But whatever may have been the reason, I am per-
suaded that the zeal you have shown and the sacrifices you
have made in this great cause will always afford you the
most pleasing reflections, and will one day not only merit,
but receive the gratitude of your fellow-citizens. Posterity.
you know always does justice. Let no circumstances of
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this kind diminish your ardour; but by persevering in a
firm, uniform course of conduct, silence detraction and
compel approbation.
I am much obliged to you for your kind attention to my

bouse ; and be assured that I shall omit no opportunity of
eviricing the esteem and sincerity with which I am

Your friend and humble servant,
JoBN Jav.

FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.
Claremount, 20th March, 1776.
Dear Jonn, :

Your letters of 26th Jan., 25th Feb., and 4th inst., are
all befor¢ me. They are written with so much friendship
and affection as to afford me great consolation, and con-
vince me, notwithstanding my heavy losses, that in you I
have more left than falls to the lot of most of my fellow-
mortals. May the blessing be continued to me, and I know
_bow to value it. :

* I sympathize most sincerely with you in your melancholy
apprehensions about your parents. I know and I can feel
such a loss ; but you draw your consolation from a never-
failing source, which will ‘enable you to bear this misfortune
whenever it shall happen, with that resignation to the will

- thich becomes one who is satisfied both of its
; 1d shake off human frailty
053
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happy that by my absence I lessened any of his enjoyments.
But where am I running—God bless you—farewell.
Your friend,
Roserr R. Livinasron.

FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.
Philadelphia, 21st May, 1776. °
Dear Jonmx, :

I am much mortified at not hearing from you. I wrote
to you last week, and am just mow setting out for Bristol
in order to meet Mrs. Livingston. 1 could wish to find
Mrs. Jay there also. Pray send some of our colleagues
along, otherwise I must be more confined than either my
bealth or inclination will allow. You have doubtless seen
the account brought by the Rifleman from London, by
which it appears we shall have at least 84,000 commis-
sioners.

If your Congress have any spirit, they will at least build
fourteen or fifteen light boats capable of carrying a twelve-
pounder, to secure Hudson River, which is to be the chief
scene of action. The carpenters employed on the frigate
would build two or three a day, if they were built in the
manner of batteaux, which is the true construction.

1 wish you would direct Gaine to send me his paper.
God bless you.

Yours, most sincerely,
R. R. LivinasTox.

. TO R. R. LIVINGSTON.
New-York, 29th May, 1776.
Dear Roserr, '

The pleasure I expected from a junction of all our fami-
lies at Bristol has vanished. Dr. Bard tells me the waters
there would be injurious to Mrs. Jay’s complaints; so that
I shall again take a solitary ride to Philadelphia, whenever
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the Convention, who directed me to abide here until their
further order, shall think proper to dismiss me. .

Messrs. Alsop and Lewis set out next Saturday for
Philadelphia. Mr. Duane informs me that he is about to
return home, and considering how long he has.been absent
from his family, I think him entitled to that indulgence. I
pray God that your health may enable you to attend con-
stantly, at least till it may be in my power to relieve you.
Is Mr. Clinton returned ?

Our Convention will, I believe, institute a better govern-
ment than the present, which in my opinion will no longer
work any thing but mischicf; and although the measure of
obtaining authority by instructions may have its advocates,
I have reason to think that such a resolution will be taken
as will open a door to the election of new or additional
members. But be the resolution what it may, you shall
have the earliest advice of it. And should my conjectures
prove right, I shall inform the members of Duchess of your
readiness to serve, and advise them to elect you.

Don't be uneasy at receiving so few letters from me. I
bave been so distressed by the ill health of my wife and

plrentl, that I have scarce written any thing.
' I am, dear Robert, your affectionate friend,
- JoBN JaAY.

TO EDPWARD RUTLEDGE.*
Fishkill, 11th Oet., 1776.

e first oppor-
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ing him. As he has doubtless written to you on the subject,
1 forbear enlarging on the propriety, policy, or justice of the
measure. Iam for my own part clear forit, and wish with
all my heart that it may take place: I shall write to my
colleagues on the subject.

Let no considerations induce you to excuse General
Mifflin from the office of quarter-master-general. Moyland
acted wisely and' honestly in resigning. Try no new ex-
periments : you have paid for the last. Let me repeat it—
keep Mifflin. -

Although extremely anxious to be wxﬂl you, the circum-
stances of this State will not admit of my leaving it. Goy-
ernor Tryon has been very mischievous; and we find our
bands full in counteracting and suppnesslng the conspiracies
formed by him and his adherents.

What is your fleet and noble admiral doing? What:
meekness of wisdom and what tender-hearted charity | I

can’t think of it with patience. Nothing but more than
lady-like delicacy could have prevailed on your august body
to secrete the sentence they passed upon that pretty genius.
1 reprobate such mincing, little, zigzag ways of doing
business: either openly acquit, or openly condemn.

If General Lee should be at Philadelphia, pray hasten
his departure—he is much wanted at New-York. I wish
our army well stationed in the highlands, and all the lower
country desolated ; we might then bid defiance to all the
further efforts of the enemy on that quarter. .

I am, my dear Rutledge,
Your friend, .
Jomx Jav.

FROM EDWARD RUTLEDGE.
L Philadelphia, Nov. 24th, 1776.
My pEAR JAY, -
I expected long ere this to have been seated quietly at
home ; but the: progress which the enemy had made, and
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seemed likely to make, into your country, induced me to
suspend my resolution which I came to several months ago,
and assist with the whole of my power (little enough, God
knows) a State which appeared to be marked for destruc-
tion. The storm, however, has passed away ; and though I
have reason to dread its bursting upon the heads of my
countrymen, I cannot but most sincerely congratulate you
upon the event. I wish youmay improve the time ; and if
you can concur with me in sentiment, it will be improved
in the following manner. Let Schuyler, whose reputation
has been deeply wounded by the malevolence of party spirit,
immediately repair to Congress, and after establishing him-
self in the good opinion of his countrymen, by a fair and
open inquiry into his conduct, concert with the House such
a plan as he shall think will effectually secure all the upper
country against the attacks of the énemy ; which planbeing -
agreed to by the House, give him full power to effect it,
and send him off with all possible despatch to carry it into
execution. Let steps be taken to place real obstructions in
the North River, at least in that part of it which can be com-
manded by Fort Montgomery, and the other fort in the
highlands. If these things,be done, and that soon, your
country, I think, will be safe; provided you establish a
. good government, with a strong executive. A pure de-
ibly do, when patriotism is the ruli
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calculated to attract the atterftion and impress the minds of
the people. As they are now propagated, they run through
thé. country in a variety of forms, are.confounded.in the
cvommon mass df general ramours, and losé a real part of
their effect. 1t would' certainly .be -attended with many
valuahle congequences if they could-be given to the people
in some more authentic_and pointed manner. It would
assist the measures taken to restore our currency, promote
the Tecruiting of the army and our-other military arrange-
ments, and nge a_tertain spring to our affairs in general> -
_ Congress may have particular,redsong for not communi-
cating the intelligence officially (which would .certainly be
the best mode if* it could'be done), but if it cannot, it- were
to be ‘wished that as much gs.is intended: to-Bo commonly
known cbuld be published in as striking a way, and with as
. great an appearance of autherity as maybe consistent thb .
propriety. :

.I have taken the liberty to trouble- ydu with tlus hmt, as
somenmes things the most obvious escape attention. If
you agree with me in sentiment, you will easily fall upon
the most proper mode for answering the purpose.

With great esteem and regard, I am, dear sir,
) . * Your most obedient: servant,
' S -, Geo. WasnivaToN.
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n‘hng’ICOUIdnot forbear wishing there had ‘been one.
pasted OR the foreheads ‘of our late protectors.. Nothing
but the chaneeofthenbhmgpredesﬁned;ogo 40 beaven
can save them fram a cdimpaign in the opposite regions.
The least they can expect, with any. degree of modesty, is
to be-decimated. They seemn to have .actéd, as if they
thought themselves tenants in common in all she good
things they met with, and that posterior, instead. of prior
occupancy, enabled them to hold- in severalty.
At a time when the most strenuous efforts are necessary
to our political salvation, it is- to he regretted that. any of
" our measures should bear thq marks of feeble or dispirited
counsels. Your militia hill should have been so framed as
to. give birth to strong. and decisive executive powers. -1
should have thought the spirit of the speech, added to the
remembrance of the barbsrous ravages of the enemy,
woild have diffused through the Legislature a degree of
resentment, determination, and enthusiasm, which: would
have been prodmmve of regulations better adapted to the
times,
) _ I am, my dear sir, . : -
’ Wn.h the greatest respect and esteem, -
- _ Your most obedient servant,
: Jomn Javs

. TO MRS, JAY.
Kingston, 26th March, 1777.
My pgar SaLvry,

Accept my thanks for your aﬂ'ectxonate letters of the l'nh
and 21st instant. Lam happy to hear of the health of your-
self and son; and am pleased wnh your. candour and sin-
cerity on that subject. .

‘We have lately received an uncertain, though unplea.sa.nt', '
account of the epemy’s landing at Peekskill How did
your nerves bear the shock? My father.and mgther, I
apprehend, were very uneasy, I should be bappy, were it
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in iny power, to bear eall their as well as your misfortunes.
The infirmities of age, added to the terrors and calamities
- of war, conspire in.'dépriving them of ease and enjoyment.
I most sensibly feel for-and pity them. .. God grant them the
only remedy egaiust the evils inseparable from humanity—
- fortitude- founded on resignation. The moment I.may
suspect.you to be exposed to danger I shall set out for Fish-
kill. As yet L think you very safe ; for, if the reports we
have heard be' true, the enemys force is not suﬂiclent to
ponetra.ta thé ceuntry. S
* I dongratulate Peter .on his recovery and return . Re<
inind him of sending to Captain Platt’s for the barley. Let
Rot the fear of the anemy dater him ‘from pursuing the basi-
ness of the farm. .-The same Providenee which'enables us
to sow ma.y enable us to reap: :
: e Ia.m,mydearwxfe,
. Your very aﬂ'ecuonate
. - Jomk Jarx.

- TO LIOHARD GANSEVOORT‘ e
ng-ton, 5th June, l777~
Dn.m Sn,

Mr. Cuyler mforms me, that some of my friends in your
county have done' me the' honour of naming me, among
other candidates, for the office of governor.
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mln.nd' “here fow New-York productions have credit.
'But, nnless the government be committed to proper bands,

it will ‘be Weak .and unstable at home, and contemptible

abroad- For my own part, I know of no person at present
whom I would prefer to General Schuyler. '
- 1 am, dear sit, . ..
- ,‘ Your most obedxent and humble servant,
. v Joum JAY.
70 l‘ll. v, :
‘ . xmgaon, Sandey, uh July, 1777,
My DPEAR Su.mr, .

'Having a few leisure hours allotted ‘me by :.hu day of '
general rest, | sha]l divide them between Heaven and yous-
self; being persuaded that while I do my duty te both, my
expectations of happiness will not be vain. - '

When [ consider that one of the reasons asaxgned for the
creation of woman‘was, “ that it is not good for man to be
alone,” I find my present sjtuation eondemned, not only by
my own feelings, but by divine authority.. I-assure you,
Iam tired of it; and, were there not many reasons to con-
jecture that the enemy will bend their course this way, we
should not remain much Jonger separated ; but, as it would
be cruel to expose you'te scenes of anxiety and distress, I
must endeavour to bear your absence at least with patience,
and to please myself with the expectation of shortly seeing
the return of those happy days, when we shall again “sit
under our own vnne, and. under our own fig-tree, ud tberc
be none to make us afraid.”

As soon as the Council of Safety dlssolves, which wﬂl be .
at the meeting of the Legislature, you may expect to see
we for a few days ;- but wherr that-event will take place is
ungertain.. Should this State become the. seat of war, and
be attacked op bath sides, it will not be pnctnable to con-
vene the Legislature, nor indeed would it be pcoperfu' me,
i such a eonymml:e. o be absent. . .: .
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Al,the‘emlamy are now expelled from Jersey, and Liberty. -
Hall is again free, I fancy Susan has beceme as joyous.as
ever, and that the whole family are not a htde anxious to
put-an end to their exile. . -«

- I returned’ last W, ednesday from Frshklll My ﬁnher
declings fast. His late loss affects him exceedingly ; he
gives way. to silenee and retirement, spending hours every
day inthat melancholy room ; and though he appears calm
and resigned, the effects of thig inauspicious event are visi-
ble upon him. How few possess such sensxbl'l_:ty, or are.
capable of aﬂ'ections 'sp permanent and so delicate !,

Whenever lq:sure and opportunity oﬁ'er, remember, my
- dedr Sally, how dcceptable a lipe from you always is to.

: Your very aﬁ'ecuqnate husband, . -
L. J OHN - .Iu‘r.

- FROM GENERAL SCHUYLER: - ' :
Saratoga, November 6th, LTI'I' .
MY Dnn Sm. .

.-\When F:did myself the pleasure to write you o the l'7th
ult., I was not apprized.of the enemy’s progress up Hudson’s
River, nor of the barbarous’ devastation. they have been
guilty of committing at Kingston; and other places in- the
vicinity. - It is’ no: consolation to me that I have so many
fellow-sufférers: 1 feel, however, 4 very sensible one, in
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vigatio™ of Hudson River is certainly a very apduous
task, WON Ot attenged w,xth 8o ‘many difficulties as may at
first ¥ioW O imagined. - And Iam persuaded, that a- spir-
ited director, at the head of four hundred men, weuld,
completely prepare-every.thing in the course of the wintet,
so as to smktheWOrksmtheoour!e of six weeks after the
ice shall have quitied the river. The British engineers and
officers confess, that if the works in the Lake; at Ficonde-
roga, had beett completed, it would have been impomible.to
bave opened a passage in less than ten days, if they had
been possessed of every requisite for such a husiness, and
if not the least molestation had been given them. ' Very
early in the war1-urged the necessity of sequring Hudson
River; I have repeated .my wish more than once, and I
shall be extremely happy to see a business completely ex«
ecuted, on which I am persuaded much of the safety of the
United States- in general,. and this in particular, depends.
If T had any interest with‘the Senate and Assembly, J should
ventyre to address them on the subject; but ‘as I have not,
I must leave. it to you, if'you are inn sentiment with me on
the necessity of the work ‘to mention. it to your fnendl in
both Houses. .

As 1 shall shortly be. altOgether out of pubhc hfe, I am
edrnestly engaged in building me a house at this place, that
Tmay be as far out of the noise and bustle of the great
world as possible. ' I am’confident (provided we repel-the
enremy), that I shall*enjoy more true felicity in-my retreat,
than ever was experienced-by any man engaged in public .
life. . My hobby-horse has long been a’couniry life;.1 disa
mounted. with reluctance, and now saddle him' agam with a
very considerable share of satisfaction- (for the injurious
world has not been able to deprive me of the best source of
happiness, the dpprobation of my own heart), and hope to
canter him gently on'to the end of the joarney of life. -

. When Congress will send for me to inquire into my eon-,
duct, I cannot even make.a guess at. Ihave entreated that
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it may be soon; and -respectfully observed, that from my
.past services T ought not to remain’ Jonger than needs must .
“be in the! dzsagneeable situation in which I now stand.

- "'Where are you, lodged—and where is your father’s fam-
ily? Can'l he'of any service{ 'Same tory. tenantsof mine
bave lost fine farms, either for grain or stock, between this
and Albasry’; two or three of thein ih good fence, with small
$enements on them. If these or any of them an ke of any
‘use, I am sure they are muéh at your service. .. What fur-
ther buildings are necessary may bé cheaply and . speedily
erected, as the frame of & whole housé can be-sawed, boards .
and every other material procured at the -cheapest rates,

* I'will not let any of these farms, except such'as I am con-
fident would not do for yau, antll Thave the pleasure of hear-

' ing from you; or rather, until I have hp.d ‘the happiness of

giving you a bed in the new house, which I began upon on
" the 1st instant, and which will ‘be under cover, and have
two" rooms finished- by theé 15th instant, unless the weather
should rprove remarkably wet': but-obserye that.it.is only a
frame house, sixty feet long,’ twenty-one broad, and two
‘stories high, filled in ‘with brick,

I hope-pains will be' taken to recrmt our army ;we. ongbt
pot. 10 grow negligent, and trust’ too much to our good for-
tune : there is. danger in too much confidence, and ¥ appre.’
hend that Britain; like a desperate gamester whese .affairs
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TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
Fishkill, 11th Dec., l'n'l

N

DEar GENERAL,.

Your very friendly letter of the 6th ult. was this moment
delivered. I am happy to find your firmness unimpaired,
and your attachment to your country unabated by its m-
gratitude. Justice will yet take place, and I do not despair
of seeing the time when it will be confessed that the founda-
tion of our success in the northern department, was laid by
the present commander’s predecessor. I am nevertheless
anxious that such authentic evidence of the propnety of
your conduct, should be transmitted to posterity as may
contradict the many lies which will be told them by writers
under impressions and under an influence unfriendly to
your. reputation. This sobject merits attention. Facts,
and not a single resolution of Congress, will in my opinion
be effectual to do the business. I have thought much of
this matter, but more of this when we meet.

Your offer of a.farm, &c., is very obliging: be pleased
to accept my thanks for it. I am at present at a loss how
to determine. -Let not my delay, however, be injurious to
you. This place, at which all the family néw reside, is by
0o means agreeable or convenient, if secure, which is also
doubtful. I purpose doing myself the pleasure of seeing
you this winter, and shall then avail myself of your advice.

The rapidity with which the desolation of your seat at
Saratoga is repairing, does not-surprise me. I remember
the despatch with which the preparations for our first expeé-
dition into Canada were completed. I wish the repair of
our forts, &c., in the river was in the same train.

As to your loss of influence among a certain body; it is
less s0 than you may imagine. The virtuous and ‘sensible
still retain their former sentiments. The resldue ever will
be directed by accident and’ circumstances. Few possess
honesty or. spirit enough openly to defend unpopular merit,

VoL. IL.—C
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and by their silence permit calumny to gain strength.
These, however, are temporary evils, and you do well to
despise them.
I am, my dear sir, very sincerely,
Your friend and obedient servapt,
co Jomn Jay.

FROM GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.
Camp, Vl.lley Forge, Feb. m, 1778. °
Draz Jay, ‘

. Congress have sent me here, in conjunction wnh some
other gentlemen, to regulate their army, and in truth not a
little regulation hath become necessary. Our quarter-
master and commissary departments are in the most lament-
able situation. -Opportunities have been neglected last
campaign which were truly goldem ones, but omnipotent
fatality had, it seoms, determined that the American capital
should fall. Our sentiments on this .occasion are so-per-
fectly coincident that I will notenlarge. The mighty Senate
of America is not what you have known it. - The conti-
nental currency and Congsess have ‘both depreciated, but in
the hands of the Almighty Architect of empires, the stone
which ‘the builders have rejected may easily become head
of the corner. The free, open, and undisturbed communi-
cation with the city of Philadelphia debauches the minds
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_ strenuously in the great leading business of taxation. To
~ that great wheel “a thousand petty spokes and small annex-
meuts are morticed and adjoined.” I earnestly entreat you
and my other friends, fortia opponere pectora to that fatal
system of limitation, which, if carried intp execution, would
be downright ruin, and in'the inefléctual attempt will carry
us to the brink of it Yorktown ard its neighbourhoods
although nearly ninety miles from Philadelphia, already
considers our money almost as waste paper. ‘At taverns,
take as specimen the following rates: breakfast and supper
each, seven shillings and sixpence ; dinner, ten shillings;
one night’s hay for one horse, seven shillings and sixpences
oats, per quart, one shilling ; toddy; per bowd, ten shillings ;
rum, per gill, sexen shillings and sixpence ; wine, per bottle,
from thirty to forty shillings, and {he- like ; you will observe
" this is proclamation. Hay, they tell me, hath been sold in
some places at £20 proc. per ton. My love to Livingston.
1 shall write to him by this opportunity, if I can find time

to send a long letter, which, indeed, I owe him. Remem-
ber_me to Mrs. Jay, and believe me, yours,

. . Gouverneur Morgis, .
' T0 GENERAL SCHUYLER. .

Poughkeepeie, 13th February, 1778.
DEar Gxwmrai, o :

1bope you will seriously determine to serve your country,
atleast in a legislative capacity. .Class yourself with those
great men of antiquity, who, unmoved by the ingratitude
of their country, omitted no opportunities of promoting the
public weal. In this field malice cannot prevent your
reaping laurels, and remember that the present state of our
affairs offers you a plentiful harvest. Set about it then, my
dear sir, in earnest. I know not who will be the bearer of
this letter, and therefore forbear enlargmg

- 1 am, dear sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Jomn-Jav.
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TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. °
: 261 Fobnury 18,
Drar Sim,

As an opportunity of going to A]bany will ot probably
be given me during the session of the Legislature, and as I
have too long kept you in suspense relative to the farm you
was 80 kind as to offer me, I ought now to acquaint you
that I am under a necessity of demying myself the pleasure
of being your neighbour. My father’s infirmities have so
increased as to render a removal to Saratoga so incon-
venient and painful, if practicable, that he cannot prevail
upon lumself to undertake it. So that, my dear sir, filial
obhgutxons will constrain me to continue in his nexghbour
hood. .

He is greatly obliged by your- fnendIy oﬁ'er, and beheve
me, 1t will ever excite the gratitude of your obliged and

- Affectionate friend and servant,
. Jomr Jav.

TO GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.
s Lo 11th March, 1778.
Dear. Mornus, ] L .
Your favour of the 1st'of February came to hand last

week. It gives me pleasure to hear you was then at head-
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Were I sure that this letter would reach you uninspected,
1 should commit many ‘things to paper worth your know-
ledge, but which would give you little pleasure or surprise ;
but as it is uncertain who will be the bearer, they must be
reserved for the present. God bless you, and give.you
d.lhgenee and patience. - Where you are, both are necessary.

. , I am your friend,
Joun Jav.
FROM GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.
 Yorktown, 364K April, 1778,
Dezar Jay,

I won’t dispute who has wntten most I have written
motre than twice what you acknowledge to have received,
but this is of no consequence.

Iam sorry for your session, but I wished you had marked
out what taxes have been laid, what salaries given, and a
few more striking outlines of legislation. These, with what
I know of your men, would have enab]ed me t0 imagine
proper lig ts and shades.

1 choose that my friends should write freely, and those
who know me must know that such freedoms need'no
apology. I never thought the person you allude to so
steady as could be wished. We have all of us our weak
sides ; would to God that were the wofst.

What you mention relative to our plan of rights shall be
attended to. I am a busy man, though, as heretofore, a
pleasurable one. :

Let your governor cleanse the Augean stable in his State,
which no public body would do though it stink under their
noses. I am labouring at arrangements of various kinds.
God - prosper me, and give me -patience and industry. It
was a good wish from one who knew my wants.

We have ordered troops from the highlands, but we will
send thither a general, who shall be empowered to call forth
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the swarms of the eastern hive. Men were necessary at
the, Villey Forge. ‘I have a good -knack at gnessmg. I
gueas the enemy won’t attempt Hudson River.

I do think of Vermont : and unless I mlstake, matters
shall be managed to effect, without bellowing in the forum,
which I believe hath bgen a little too much the case. But
why should I blame impetuous v1vac1ty,~—hath 1t never led
me into an error ?
~ Putnam :will soon be tried.’ The affair of Schuyler and
St. Clair laboured, under awkward circumstances. Their
* friends and their enemies appear to me to have been equally
blind. I enclose extracts.from the minutes made the other
night to possess myself of the real state of facts. . There are
some other entries from time to time. It was'erroneous to
order & committee simply to collect facts ; they should have
" ‘beendirected to state charges. 'Thismorning, my colleague
being absent, I got a-committee appointed for the latter

purpose : Sherman, Dana (Massachusetts),"and Drayton
(South Carolina). This was unanimous; and yet I would
have undertaken to argue for it in a style which would ab--
golutely-have ruined the measure. - You know it would have
been easy to say, justice to those injured gentlemen, instead
" of justice to an injured couniry requires, &c.
" Great Britain seriously means to treat. Our affairs are
most critical, though not dangerously so. If the minister
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My dear friend, adieu. My love to your wife. Re-
member me to all my friends of every rank apd sex.
I am yours, .
Gouverneur Morzis.

-~
/

P.S. I meant ta haye said, the, present is within the
spirit of our constitution, a:pzcial occasion, .

T0 mmmun MORRIS,
- Albany, Apnl m 1778,
Dran Moim, . . - .

My last to you was written abonut a week ago. I am

now’engaged in the most disagreeable part of my duty,
trying criminals. They multiply exceedingly. Robberies |
become frequent: the woods afford them shelter, and the
tories food. * Punishments must of course become certain,
and mercy dormant—a harsh system, repugpant to my:
feelings, but nevertheless necessary. In such circumstances
lenity would be cruelty, and severity is found on the side
of humanity.
. 'The influénce of Lord North’s conciliatory glan is hap-
pily counterbalanced by the intelligence from France.
. There was danger of its créating divisions. A desire of
peace is natural to a harassed people; and the mass of
mankind prefer present ease to the arduous exertions often
necessary to ensure permanent tranquillity.

What the French treaty may be, I know not. If Britain
would “acknowledge - our independence, and enter into a
liberal alliance with us, I should- prefer a connexion with
her to a league with any, power on earth. Whether those
objects be attainable, experience only can determine. ‘I
suspect the commissioners will .bave instructions toexceed
their powers, if necessary. Peace, at all events, is, in my
opinion, the wish of the minister. Ihope the present favour-
able aspect of our affairs will neither make us arrogant or
careless. Moderation in prosperity marks great minds,
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and derfotes'a generous people. Your game is now in a
delicate- situation, and the least bad play may ruinit. I
view a return to the dominatjon of Britain with horror, and
" would risk all for: independence ; but that point ceded, I
would give them advantageous commercial terms. The
destruction of Old England would hurtme ; I wish it well:
it afforded 'my ancestors un asylum from persecution:

Parties here are still in a ferment. I hope it will be the
means of purgmg off much scum and dross. Ican’t be par-
‘ticular. This letter may never reach you.

. Texpect in a few days to see General Schuyler; and
my importunities shall not be wanting to urge him to
join you without.delay.: The people grow more reconcxled
to him. -

" The mxhtary departments here, I believe, are well man-
aged. « The commxssary deserves credit. Handsorhe things
are said-of the quarter-master; and there is one at the
head of the artillery, who appears.to me to -have much

" merit. The park elaboratory and stores are in high order.
There.is the appearance of regularity, care, and attention
in"all the public works. As to the hospital I can say little,

“not being as yet well-informed. Conway is pleased with
Schuyler, and manages the Vermont troops properly ; but
of this say nothing. I fancy he does not well understand
the views of his patron. Neither of them ought to know
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FROM EDWARD RUTLEDGE. _
Charleston, Dec. Zﬂh. 1778,
My pmar Jur, )

It is a.long time since we have had any comspondence.
but I see no reason why it should. be longer, when we have
any thing to say, and leisure to say it in.. Such is just my
situation ; for it is Christmas-day, and all the world (.. e.
my clients) being either at their devotions or their amuse-
ments, 1 have time to tell you, and I fear with some
reason (as it comes north about), that a damned infamous
cabal is forming against our commander-in-chief, and that
whenever they shall find themselves strong enough they
will strike an important blow. I give you this hint, that
you may be on your guard ; and I know:you will excuse nre
for doing so, when you recollect that there are some men
of our acquaintance who are in possession of all the quali-_
ties of the devil, his cunning not.excepted. Recollect the
indirect attempts that were repeatedly made against the
command and reputation of poor Schuyler, and the fatal
stab that was at last aimed at both; and let us be taught
how necessary it is to oppose a cabal in its infancy. Were
it in my power, 1 would stifle it in its birth. Conway, the
se8% and *###888 4re gaid to be at the bottom of this,
besides an abundance of snakes that are concealed in the
grass. If these are not encouraged to come forward, they
will continue where they are; but if the former are per-
mitted to bask in the sunshine of Congressional favour, the
latter will soon spread themselves abroad, and an extended
field will be immediately occupied by the factious and
the ambitious. The fate of America will then be like the
fate of most of the republics of antiquity, where the design-
ing have eupplanted the virtuous, and the worthy have been
sacrificed to the views of the wicked. Indeed, my friend,
if the Congress do. not embrace every.opportunity to extin-
guish- they' spirit of cabal and unworthy ambition, it will

VOL. .—D
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finally be more essentially injurious to the well-being of
this continent than the sword of* Sir Harry.and his whole
army.’ I view the body of which we were for a long time
members, as possessing, in a very eminent degree, the
powers of good and evil, It depends on those who manage
the machine {o determine its object. I hear you have
returned to Congress, and I hope you will have your full
share in the management. I do not know what-gentleman
we shall send from this State. We have some fine -plants,
ndy, saplings, that will - do wondrous well in a.few years,
but are too tender at present to bear up the weight of this
continent. Were it now. to be imposed upon them, it might
check their growth, or, as they are the proghiction of a
southern clime, it is possible they might be blighted by a
northern wind. When you write me, let me know how
Robert R. Livingston is. Remember me to him, for-I
.esteem him highly. God bless you, my dear Jay, and
believe me to be, with great sincerity,
Your affectionate friend,
Epwarp RurrEpGE.

TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.
Philadelphia, 13th Januery, 1778. °

.Dear Ronnn'r, '
Not a single line have you received from me since my
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Will any consideration induce you to visit another quar-
ter of the globe? I don’t know that you will be called
upon, but I am not sure that you may not. My conduct
will be greatly influenced by your inclination. .

I had almost persuaded myself to write a letter to your

"brother Ned, urging him to come to this college, and offer-

Ing my service to prepare the way for his reception. But
as, on reflection, I apprehend it might stimulate him to a
measure in which, perhaps, his mamma or brother might
not concur, 1 decline it for the present. I cannot forbeaf,
however, observing to you, that, in my-opinion, his genius
and his years call for a further degree of cultivation than
can be obtained at Hurley. I wish to be useful to every
lad of talents and cleverness; and I assure you that desire
will always be increased, when these recommendations are
possessed by one so nearly connected with a gentleman
and a family who hawe particular claims to my esteem and
respect. . .
I am your friend,
Joux Jav.

P.S. Don’t be too lazy or toe busy to let-me know how
you do. .

TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. :
' Philadelphia, 16th February, 1779, :
Dear Roserr,

- Your favour of the third instant came to hand this
morning. The satisfaction my letter.afforded you flatters
as well as pleases me. It argues a remembrance of former
times ; for which, and other reasons, I shall give you no
more opportunities of joining the assembly of angels in
rejoicing over penitent mortals. Not that I medn on the
one hand to enter the state of reprobation and become a
bardened sinner, or on the other enlist with those saints who
slip not with their foot. '
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This letter, written on' the very day I received yours,
will become evidence of my having gone through the
whole process of amendment. Divines, you know, describe
it as consisting of conviction, contrition, and conversion.
Whether I shall persevere or not isa subJect on which tlme
will utter the surest prophecies. i

The complexions of resignation, of soft complamt, and
joyless sensibility, are so blended in your letter, that if
anonymous, one would suppose it written' by a wayworn
traveller through this vale of tears; who, journeying towards
his distant haven through sultry and dreary paths, at length
lays his languid limbs under some fri¢ndly shade, and per-
mits the effusions of his soul to escape in words. My
friend, a mind unbraced and nerves relaxed are not fit com-
pany for each other. It was not a man whom the poet tells
us pined in thought, and sat like patience on a monument
smiling at grief. In such rugged times as these other sen-
sations are to be cherished. © Rural scenes, domestic bliss,
and the charming group of pleasures found in the train of
peace, fly at'the approach of war, and are seldom to be
found in fields stained with blood, or habitations polluted by
-outrage and. desolation. I admire your sensibility, nor
would I wish to see less milk in_your veins; you would be
less amiable. ‘In my opinion, however, your reasoning is
not quite just. I think a man's"happiness requires that he
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TO ROBERT MORRMS. .
' Philadelphia, 15th Fcbmu'y 1779,
Wheén characters rendered amiable by virtueg and im-
_portant by talents, are exposed to suspicions, and be-
come subjects of investigation, the sensibility of individuals
- as well as the interest of the public are concerned in the
event of the inquiry.
. It gives me, therefore, great pleasure to trmmmt to yon
4 an unanimous act of Congress of the 11th instant, not only
acquitting, your conduet in the toansaction it relates to of
bizme, but giving it that express approbation, which patriot-
ism in the public, and integrity in every walk of life alwnyi
merit, and seldom fail ultimately to receive.
- - Lam,sir, . e
,  With great respect and esteem,
_ Your most obedient aervant,

Jonx Jay,
Preudm of Congress.

.TO MIs$ KITTY LIVINGSTON.*
) Plnhddphu, 27th Nov., 1779,
an Krrry, .
4 4 . » » * .

A report has just reached liere that the enemy have
visited Elizabethtown, and burnt your father’s house.
This, if true,is a misfortune to the family, which I hope
they will bear with proper fortitude and dignity. Similar
losses bave been my lot: but they never have, and I hope
never will, cost me an hour’s sleep. Perseverance in doing -
what we think right, and resignation to the dispensations of
the great Governor of the world, offer a shield against the

¢ Mr. Jay’s sister-in-law.
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darts of this sort of afﬂxctwn, to everybody that will use
it. . Adleu
. I am, dear Kltty, :
Your aﬁ'ecuonate friend and brother,
« Jotrw JAY

oL TO R. R. LIVINGSTON.

. - Philadelphia, 14th Maxch, 1779.

Dear RoBErT, - '

* Mr. Sands delivered 'me your favour of the 4th inst.

Yesterday. It gave me much pleasure. . The length,. the

" gubject, and the ‘spirit of it pleased me: unless the pain'my

last occasioned .was severe, I don’t regret it. That-you

have deserved well of your country is confessed, and that

you became latterly a little relaxed is not disputable. You

have never been thrown out or distanced in the pursuit of

. virtue ;, but, like some game'horses, you sometimes -want

the whip. This is'a coarse simile. . Friendship will par-
don.it.

That full confidence which mduced you to think loud,
.flatters me. The like returns are due, and shall be paxd
But letters in our days are dangerous conveyances of our
sentiments on many subjects. I seldlom write without
adverting to the consequences of miscarriage; and hence
the reserve and caution which mark all such of mine asare
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We shall be exceedingly happy to see you. I hope your
visit will not be delayed longer than the roads may render
necessary ; and manage matters 50 as to stay here at’ least
a month. I am, dear Robert,

: ' Your friend and servant,
- . . Jomn Jav.

.¥FROM COLONEL ALEXANDER. HAMILTON.
Heed«;ulrteu, March 14th, 1‘m.
Dean Sm, . .
.. Colonel Laurens, who w1ll have the honour of dehvermg'
}ou this letter, is on his way to South Carolina, on a project
which I think, in the present situation pf affairs there, is a
very 'good one, and deserves every kind of sapport and
encouragement. This is to raise two, three, or four bat-
talions of negroes, with the assistance of the government of
that State, by contributions from the owners, in proportion
to the number they possess. . If you should think proper to
enter upon the subject with him, he will give you a detail
of his plan. He wishes to have it recommended by.Con-
gress to the State ; and, as an inducement, that they would
engage to take those battalions into continental pay.

It appears to me that an expedient of this kind, in- the
present,state of southern -affairs, is the most rational -that
ean, be adopted, and promises very important advantages.
Indeed, I hardly see how a.sufficient force can be collected
in that quarter without it ; and the enemy’s operations there
are growing infinitely serious and formidable. I have not
the least doubt' that the negroes will make very excellent
moldiers with proper management; and I will venture.to
pronounce that they cannot be put into better hands than
those of Mr. Laurens. He has all the zeal, intelligence,
enterprise, and every other quahﬁcatlon necessary to suc-
ceed in such an undertaking. It is a ndaxim with some
great military judges, that with sensible officers, soldiers
can hardly be too stupid ; and, on this principle, it is thought
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that the Russians would make the best troops in the world,
if they were under other officers than their own. The King
of Prussia is among the number who maintain this doctrine,

and has a very emphatical saying on the occasion, which I

do. not exactly recollect. I mention this, because I hear it

frequently objected to ‘the scheme of imbodying negroes,

that they are too stupid to- make soldiers. This is so far

from appearing to me a-valid objection, that I think their

want of cultivation (for their-natural faculties are probably

as good as ours), Jomed to that habit of subordination, which

they acquire from‘a life of servitude, will make them gooner

become soldiers than eur white inhabitants. Let oﬂicers_
be men of sense and sentiment, and the nearer the soldiers

approach to machines, perhaps the better.

1 forézee that this: project will have to combat much
opposition from prejudice and self-interest. The contempt
‘we ‘have been taught to entertain for the blacks, makes us
fancy many things that.are founded neither in reason nor
experience ; and an unwillingness to part with property of
8o valuable. a kind, will furnish a thousand arguments to
show the impractigability, or pernicious tendency, of a
scheme which requires such a-sacrifice. -But it should be
considered, that if we do nqt make use of them in this way,
the enemy probably will; and that the best way to coun-
teract the temptations they will hold out, will be to offer
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TO omm SCHUYLER. '
. Phxlndelplna, 21st March, 17'79'
Dzax Sz, ®

So uncertain has been the fate of letters .during the
course of this war, that I very seldom write -one without
adverting to the possibility and consequences of its miscar-
- riage ‘and publication: This precaution has on a late
occasion given me much consolation. Two of my letters
to Mrs. Jay fellinto the enemy’s hands at Elizabethtown ;
they contained nothing ‘that would give me uneasiness if
published. : ‘Prudential - considerations of this kind have,
since my arrival here, restrained me from writing several
confidential ‘letters:te you; and I should now be equally
cautious had. I not full ¢onfidence in the bearer of this, and
undér httle apprehension of danger from accldents on the
road.

Congress has refused'to accept your reslgnatlon Twelve
States were represented. New-England and Pennsyivaniu
against you. The delegates of the latter are new men, and
not free from the influence .of the former. . From New-
York south you have fast friends. Mr, *#***e'g dxsposmon
is at least questionable. Delaware was unrepresented.

What is now to be done? You best can answer tliis
question. Were I in your situation, I should not hesitate a
moment to continue in the service. 1have the best authority
to assure you that the commander-in-chief wishes you to
retain your commission. The propricty of your resigna-
tion is now out of question. Those laws of honour which
might have required it are satisfied : are you certain they
do ot demand a contra.ry conduct? You have talents to
render you conspicuous in the field ; and address to con-
ciiate the’ affections ‘of, those who may now. wish you ill.
Both these circumstances are of worth to your family, and,
mdependent of public consxderatlons, argue foreibly for
Yyour joining t.he army. Gtther laurels for the sake of your

VOL. I.—R
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country and-your children—you can leave them a sufficient
share of property—leave them also the reputation of being
- descended from an incontestably great man—a man who,
unihfluenced by the gngratitude of his country, was unre-
mitted in his exertions to promote her happiness. You
have hitherta been no stranger to these sentiments, and
therefore I forbear to enlarge. W.ould it not do you honour
to inform Congress that, while in their opinion your ser-
viees ought. not to be withheld from your country, neither
‘the derangement of your private affairs, the severities you
have experienced, nor regaxd to your health already im-
paired in their service, shall restrain’ you from devoting
yourself to the execution of their commands; but that
whenever the situation of our affairs may cease to call yow
to the field, you hope they will permit you to retire and
attend to the duties you owe your family. :
Should this be your resolution, would not the main army
be your proper object! there you may be best known, and
there best acquire military influence. Consider: thiscam-
paign ‘will ih all human probability be decisive, and the
last. Can, you, therefore, employ six or eight months
bettet.
I will not apologize for the freedom with which I write,
being persuaded that although our opinions may vary, you

will consider this letter as some evidence of the sincerit
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protection which a brave and generous youth seldom fails
to invite. Permit me; therefare, to recommend to you
Major Matthew Clarkson, who is : ow going to- place him-
self under your command; and be assured that -you will
confer an obligation on me by becommg his friend as well
as his general. -
I am, with great respect and esteem,
~ Your most obedxent and humble serv.am,
: Joun Jaw: ¢

. TO GEORGE WASHINGTON.
Philadelphia, 6th April, 1779.
Mr Jay presents his compliments to General Washmgton,
and encloses an extract from a letter in aeerta.m degree

mteresung

Eztract of a letterﬁ'omMa]or-Gmral Gates, of the 15tk
March, 1779, to the President of Congress.

“The enclosed copy :of my letter to General Washing-
ton, of ‘the 4th instant, in answer to his of the 14th ult.
from Middlebrook, will give Congress a true idea of my
opinion respecting our entering Canada, 4nd the only route
which we-can take with reasonable hopes of success. Indi-
viduals, and not the public, will be benefited by an expe-
dition into Canada by either of the routes from Albany.
That of Co-os alone is practicable, but not without tbe
co-operation of the allied fleet.

- General Washingten’s letter of the 14th of February is
enclosed. It being the only letter I have received from his
excellency since December, Congress will immediately
judge of the extent or limitation which it is pro\per to ob-
serve in their instructions to me.”
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.‘PROM GEORGE WASHINGTON.
[Private.] . .
Head-quarters, MiddlebrooR, |
April 14th, 1779.

I have recewed youy several favours of the 2d, 3d, and
28th of March, and 6th of April. Itthank you for them all,
but especially for the last,,which I consider as a distinguish-
ing mark of your confidence and friendship.

Conscious thatit is the aim of my actions to promote the
public good, and that no part of my conduct is influenced by
personal enmrity to individuals, I .cannot be insensible to the
artifice employed by some men to prejudice me in the
public esteem. The circumstance of which you bave
obliged me with a communication, is améng a number of
other instances of the unfriendly views which have gov-
erned a certain gentleman from a very early period. ‘Some
of thése have been too notorious not to have come to your
knowledge ; others, from the- manner in which they have
been.conveyed to me, will probably never be known, ex-
cept-to a very few. But you hawe perhaps heard enough
yourself to make any further explanation from me un-
necessary.

The desire, however, Whloh it is natural I should feel to

reserve the good opinion of men of sense and “virtue, con-
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that route ; and while tliese were operating in this manner,
a French fleet and a body of French troops were to go up
" the river St. Lawrence, and take possession of Quebec.
You are well acquainted with the opposition T gave to
this plan, and my reasons at large for it. From what has
since happened, they seem to have met the full approbation
of Congress. - The ideas I ticld-up were principally these :
" ‘that we ought not to énter into any centract with a foreign
power, unless we were sure we should be able to fulfil our
engagements—that it was uncertain whether the enemy
would quit the States or not; and in case they did .not, it
would be impracticable to furnish the aids which we had
ltlpulated—that even if they should leave us, it was doubt-
ful whether our own resources would be equal to the sup-
plics required; that therefore it would be impolitic to
hazard. a contract of the 'kind, and better to remain dat
liberty to act as future conjunctures should point out. .I
recommended, nevertheless, as there were powerful reasons
to hope- the. enemy might go away, that eventual prepara-
tions should be made to take advantage of it, to possess
ourselves of Niagara anq other posts in that quarter, for the
security of our fromtiers, and to carry ‘our views still
further with respect to a conquest of Canada, if we should
find ourselves able-to prosecute guch an enterprise. :
This, Congress in a subsequent resolye, approved, and
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northern preparations upon so extensivé a-plan as was first
determinied. The committee were of opinion with me, that
the state of our currency and supplies in general would
oblige us to act on the defensive next campaign, except so
far as related to an ekpedition into the Indian country for
chastising the sayages, and preventing their depredations
on our back.settlements; and that though it would be ex-
* tremely desirable to be prepared for pushing our operations
further, yet our necessities exacting a' system of economy
forbade.our launchmg into much extra expense for objects
which were remote and contingent. This determination
having taken place, all the northern preparations were dis-
continued, .except such as were necessaty ‘towards the
intended Indian expedmon _

Things were. in this situation when I received a letter
from General Bailey (living at Co-0s), éxpressing some fears
for the safety of the magazine at Co-0s; in consequence of
which I directed the stores to be removed lower down the
country. This I did to prevent a possibility of accident,
though I did not apprehend they were im much danger.
Sqmetime afterward I received the'letter (No. 1) from
General Gates, expressing similar fears, towhich I returned
him the answer of 14th February, transmitted by him to
Congress, (No. 2.) Knowing that preparations had been
making at Albany, and unacquainted with their true demgn.
be inferred, from a vague expression in that letter, that the
intentjon of attacking Canada was still adhered to, but that I
had changed the plan, and was going by way of Lake Cham«
plain or Ontario: either of these routes he pronounces im-
practicable, and represents that by Co-os as the only prac-
ticable one. He goes farther, and ‘declares, that “in the
Present state of our ariny,‘and the actual situation of our
mnagazines, to attempt a serious invasion of Canada by
whatever route, would prove unsuccessful, unless the fleet
of our allies should at the same time co:operate with us, by
niling up the river St. Lawrence.” Though I differ with
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him as.to the impracticability of both the other routes, I
venture to go a step beyond him’ respecting our ability to
invade  Canada; and am convinced, that in our present
circumstances, and with the enemy in front, we cannot
undertake a serious invasion ‘of that ceuntry at all, even -
with the aid of an allied fleet.

You will petceive, sir, that T have uniformly made the
departure of the enery from these States an essential con-
dition to the invasion of Canada, and that General Gates
has entirely mistaken my intentions. Hopmg that I had
embarked in a scheme which our situation would not justify,
he eagerly seizes the opportunity of exposing my supposed
errors to Congress, -and in the excess of his intemperate
zeal to injure me, exhibits himself in a point of view from
which I imaginehe will derive little credit. The decency
of the terms in which he undertakes to arrdign my conduct,

"both to myself and to Congress, and the propriety of the
hasty appeal he has made, wil, I believe, appear at least
questionable to every man of sense and delicacy. - :
. 'The last paragraph of the extract with which you favour
me, is a pretty remarkable one. T shall make no comments
further than as it implies a charge of neglect onmy part, in
not writing ‘to_him but once since December. From the
begmmng of last. _campaign to the middle of December, about

seven months, I have copies of near fifty letters to him, and
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peruse; my dear sir, the letters that have passed-between
General Gates and myself for a long tigme back, you would
be semsible that I have no great temptation to court his
congapondenae, when-the transacting of business does pot
'reqmne.u. An air of design—a wan ¢f candour in.many
instances, and even of politeness, give no Very°mvmng
complexion to the correspandence on his past’ - As a speci-
men of this, I sepd yout a few letters and- extracts, whichat
your leisure, I shall be glad you will cast yeur eye tpon. ,

- Last fall'it was for some time strongly suspected that the
enemy would transport the whiole, or the greater pait, of
their force eastward, antl combine one greit-land and.sea
operation aga.mst ‘the French fleet ‘in’ Boston harboyr s by
this supposition, as I should go in person o Baston;. the
command next in importance was the paits n the North
River.. This properly would devolve on General Gates;
but from fnotives of peculiar scrupulousness, as there had
been & 'difference between us, I. thought it bestito know
whether it was agreeable to .him, before I directed his.con» -
tinyance> “By way of compliment, 1 wrote him'a letter

_ containing the extract No. 3, expecting a cordial answer
and “cheerfiil acceptance. I received' the evasive and un-
satisfactory reply, No. 4. A few- days after. this, upon
another occagion, I Wwrote: him the letter No. -5, to which I

received the extmordmary answer No. 6, which was passed,
over in-silence. :

The plan of operations for the campaign being deter-
mined, a commaudmg officer was .to be appointed for the
Indian expedition. - This command, according to all present
appearance, will probably be of the second, if not of the first -
mportance for the campaign. The. officer cenducting it
has a flattering prospect of acquiring mare credit than can
be expected by any other this year, and he has the best
reason to hope for success. General Lee, from his situation,
was out of the questlon General- Schu) ler, who, by the
way, would lmve ‘been most agreeable to me; was so un-

VOL. IL—F
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certain of cont{nuing in the army, that I:could not appoint
him. Genera] Putnam I meed not mention. I therefore
made the offer of it (for the appointment could no longer be
delayed)-.to General Gates, ‘who was- next in seniority,
though perhaps { might have avoided it, if I‘had been so °
disposed,.from "hi§ being in & command by the special ap-
pointment of Congress. ~ My letterto him on the occasion
you 'will find in No..7.' I believe' you will think it was
canceived in.véry candid and polite terms, and merited 3
different smswer from the one given it in;No. 8. |
1 discovered, very early in the war, symptoms of coldness
and constraint in General Gates’s behaviour to me. . . These
increased -as he rose into greater consequence; but we did
not come to a direct breach tjl} the beginning of last year.
Thig was occasioned by a correspondence, which I thought
made rather free with me, betwéen him and General Con-
way, which ' accidentally came to 'my knowledge. . The
particulars of this affair jou will find delineated in. the
packet herewith, .endorsed. « Papers respecting General
_Conway.” Besides the evidence contained in them of the
_-genuineness of the offensive correspondence, I have other
" praofs, still more conyincing, which, having been given me
in a confidential way, I am not at liberty to impart.
* ‘After this affair subsided, I made it a point of treating
General Gates with all the attention and cordiality in my
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latter lias now become nianifest; and permit me to assure
you it shall. be mutual. - The ‘impression attempted to be
made- has not taken. It passed without -a single remark.
Your friends thought -it merited notling but silence and
neglect. The same reason. mdnced me to take no ‘notice
of it in my answer.

1 have peruged ‘the several papers with whxch you )
fsvoured me: The dehcacy, candout, and iemper diffused
through ygur letters form a strong contrast to the evasions
and- design observable in some others, ' Gtatitude ought to
have attacked a certain gentleman to the fnend who raised
him ; & spurious ambltxon, however, has, it -seems, made
him . your enemy.” This is not uncommon. . To the dis-
honour of luman nature, the history of mankind has many
peges filled with similar instances’; and we have kttle rea-
son to expect that the annals of the present or future times
will present us with fewer. characters of this class. On the
comtrary; there is reason to expect that they will multiply: in
the course of this’ revolution. Seasons of general heat;
tumult, and fermentation favour thie production and growth
of -some great virtues, and ‘of many great and little vices. .
Which- will predbr'xiinate, is 'a question which events not
yet prodaced I nor now to be discerned can alone determine.
What partres and factlonsawﬂl arise, to ~what' ob_)ects be
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would wish to draw, and'.s_uggest ideas or ‘ask questions
which are improper to-be answered, yoa have only to pass

" . them by in silence. I wish you to be convinced that I do

not desire to pry into measures the'knowledge of which.is
not necessary for mny government as an executive officer,

or the.premature discovery of which mlght be prejudxcml

to plans in contem;))latao .
" After premising’ this; Ibeg' leave - o ask what\are +the
reasons for keepmg the Continental frigates in port!? -If it

-

is because hands ‘cannot -be obtained to man therh on -
the ‘present encourdgement, some other ‘plan ought to be -

adopted to make them useful.. Had npot Congress better

lend- them to comtmanders of known bravery and capacity -
“for 4 lirnited term, at the expiration of, which the vessals, if -

not taken or lost, to revert to the States—they and their
crews, in the mean time; enjoying the exclusive benefit: of
all. captures’ they make, but acting either singly or can-
jointly ‘undef the dirgction-of Congress 1-. If this or a similar
plan could be fallen- upon, comprehending: the whole nim-
ber; under some c¢omrion head, a' man of ability. -and
anthority commissioned ta act aScommodom or admiral,
I think - great advantages might ‘result from it. I anr not

sur¢ but at this moment, by such a collection of the naval
. force we have, all the British armed vesseld and trahsports
at Georgia_might be taken or’destroyed, and their troops
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said-to have-arrived at Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, to
exchange their salt for flour, as is reported to.be their inten-
tion? Will they not rather order them to depart imme-
diately 7. Indulg'mg them with a supply of provisions at
this . time will be. injyrious to us in two respeets:“it will
déprive.us of what we teally stand in need.of for ourselves,
and will contribute to. the support of that swar of priva-
teers which resort to Bennuda, front whence they infést our .

- coast, and, in a manner, annihilate our trade. Besides these

considerations; by thhholdmg a supply, we throw many
additional-mouths upon the enemy’s maga.zmes, ‘and i increase
proportionably their disircss. . They will nbt and cannot
let their people starve. .

In the last place, though first in lmportance, I slmll qsi,
is there any thing doing, or'that can be done, to restore the
credit of our currency? "The depreciation of it is got to.so
alarming a point that a wagon-lond of mgney will scarcely
purchase a wagon-load of provisions.” g

I repeat what'I before observed, that I de net wish for
your reply to more of these inatters than you caa .toqch
wnh smct propriety. ST

Yery 'tru!y I am, dem‘ sir,
Your most obedient and affectionate servant,
2t ) * . Georer. WasiliNgToN.

- T GEOHGB WASHINGTON. .
' Philadelfahin, 26th April, 1779,
DEar Sigj o

The questions contamed in your favour of the April
instant are as 1mportant as the manner of mtroducmg them
is delicate.

While “the maritime affairs of the contment continue
under the direction of a committee, they will be exposed to
all the consequences of ‘want ‘of system, attention, and
k110Wledge The marine committec consists of a delegate
from each. State; 1t fluctuates ; new members constantly
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coming in, and old ones. geing out; three or four, mdeed,
have remained in it from the begmmng ;-and few members
understand even the state of ‘our naval affairs, or have
time or. incliﬁati'on to aftend .to them. But why is not this
system changed? . It,u, in my opinian, convement to, the
family compact. The commercial committee was equally
useless. A proposition was m&de'to appoint 8 eomrhercial
agent for the States under certairi regulations. Qpposmon
was made. The ostensible objections were varlous. ' The
true ‘feason was -its interfering with a certam aommercml
agent in Europe and. his connexions. - :

Youa will,if I am not greatly mxstaken, find Mr. Gerard dis-
posed 'to-be open ‘and communicative. He has acqmred an
extensive kmwledge of aur nﬂ'anrs, Ihave RO reason to
believe hé will use it to our prejudice. 'There is.gs much
intrigue in this State house as,in the Vatican, But as little '
secrecy as.in 4 béardmg-school It martifies me on this oc
casion tq reflegt that the rules of .Congress on the subject of

. secrecy, which are far too general, and. perhaps for, that
reason. more freqﬁently wviolated, festrains me from saying
. twenty things'to you which haave ceased to be pnvate

"The state of our currency is, realiy serious.  When oy
by what' méans the _progress of the depreciation will be
prevented, fs uncertain; . The sabject is. delicate, but the
conduet of some men 1‘6;'111 rindicates at least great indiffer-
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TO. HIS EXCELLENCY SAMUEL HUNTINGDON,
- President of Congress.
' Philadelphia, 4th Oct., 1779..
S,

It gives me very sensible pleasure to ﬁnd from the act
of Congress enclosed in your excellency’s polite favour of
the 1st inst., that my conduct in the chair and in.the execu-
tion of public business has been honoured by the approba-

« tion of Congress. - The testimory given of it by this act,
demands my warmest ackpowledgments. Be pleased, sir, ‘
to assure -the Congress, that my happiness. is ‘inseparable
from the welfare and esteem of my country, and that my
endeavours. to promote the one and merit the other, shall

' _continue unremitted.

- T have the honour to be
With great respect and esteem,
Your excellency’s most obedient servant,
Jomun Jav.

FROM R. R. LIVINGSTON. :
Kingston, 6th Ocfober, 1779.

DEar Jonn,
I have just now heard that you are -upon the point of
" leaving us. I might have expected to have received this
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the blood runs too slowly in our veins-to keep up the
ardour of friendship. } was going to give you a Jong
detail of State politics, but they are now unworthy yous.
attention. Besides that, I by no means feel myself disposed
at this moment to view them in any other than the most con-
temptible- light, or to execrate them for detaining me here,
when I so ardently wish to receive your last adieu. When
do you embark, and where? If from Bostan, tell me when
to meet you at Fishkill, and perhaps (if the Legislature ad-
journ) to accompany you. If this pleasure is denied me,
believe that you and yours are attended by every tender
wish which the sincerest friendship can dictate. I will pot
wrong you so much as to ask you to omit no occasion of
lessening the pain I feel in your absence, by writing to me
by every conveyance; your own heart has and will for
ever mggest that thought. Adieu, my dear John
. May you be as happy as I wish you,
Roserr R. Livineston.
. .
FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON.
‘West-Point, October 7th, 1779,
Dear S, -

Among the number of your friends, permit me also to
congratulate you, and 'my country, on your late honourable
and important - appointment. Be assured, sir, that my
pleasure on this occasion, though it may be equalled, cannot
be exceeded by that of any other.

I do most sincerely wish you a pleasant and agreeable
passage, the most perfect and honourable accomplishment
of your minjstry, and a safe return to the bosom of a grate-
fal country.

With the greatest regard, and sincerest personal attach-
ment, I have the honour to be,

' ‘Your most obedient and
Affectionate hurmble servant,
GroreeE WASHINGTON.
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TO GEORGE WASHINGTON. !
Phihdelphia, 14th Octaber, 1779,

. My Duar Sin,

Your very kind letter of the 7th inst., gave me all that
pleasure which accompanies marks of cordial esteem and
attachment from those whose commendation is pm.le and
whose friendship is discriminate.

. Among the objects of my mission are some wluch, how-
ever just, will not be easily attained, and therefore its
success will be precarious, and probably partial. The only
satisfaction 1 promise myself from this appointment, will
flow from the rectitude with which the duties of it will be
discharged, and not from a prospect of general approbation.

God grant that the time may not be far distant when
peace and liberty shall lead you from the field, to enjoy, in
silence and retirement, the luxury of reﬁectmg that you had
saved your country. .

Adieu, my dear sir, - .
With sincere affection and esteem,
- -+ I am your friend and servant,
' Jomn Jav.

~

FBROM EDMUND- PBNDLBTON

Edmunsbury, October 11th, 1779
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the new-made breach between Spain and Britain, since
France appears disposed to peace, and | am mistaken if the
court of London are not ready to make up with us, if
nothing respecting our allies hinders it. Indeed we want
an honourable peace; but I hope there lives not.a wretch
who wishes it upon terms of dishonour to- qur noble allies.
I am, sir, with unfeigned regard, :
Your most obliged and obedient servant,
. Epwmunp PexprETON.

FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
' Puty, June 13th, 1780,
Dzar Sm, :

Yesterday, and not before, is come to hand your favour
of April 14th, with the packets and despatches from Con-
gress, &c.; which .you sent me by a French genﬂeman to
Nantes.

Several of them appear to hnve beén opened, the paper
round the seals being smoked and burnt, as with the flame
of a candle used to soften the wax, and the impression
defaced. The curiosity of people in this time of -war is
unbounded.  Some of them only want to see news, but
others want to find (through interested views) what chance
there is of a speedy peace. Mr. Ross has undertaken to
forward the letters to England. I have not seen them ; but
he tells me they have all been opened. I am glad, however,
to receive the despatches from Congrese, as they communi-
cate to me Mr. Adams’s instructions, and other particulars
of which I have been long ignorant. .

I am very sensible of the weight of your observatxon,
“that a constant mter(fhange of intelligence and attentions
between the public servants at the different courts, are
necessary to-procure to their constituents all the advantages
capable of being derived from their appointment.” I shall
endeavour to perform my part with you, as well to have
the pleasure of yourcorrespondence, as from a sense of
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duty. But my time is more taken up with matters extra-
neous to the functionsof a minister, than you can possibly
imagine. I have written often to the Congress to establish
consuls in the ports, and ease me of what relates to mari-
time and mercantile affairs; but nd notice has yet been
taken of my request.

A number of bills of exchange, said to be drawn by
order of Congress on Mr. Laurens, are arrived in Holland.
A merchant there has desired to know of me, whether, if
he accepts them, I will engage to reimburse him. I have
no orders or advice about them from Congress; do you
know to what amount they have drawn? I doubt I cannot
safely meddle with them.

Mrs. Jay does me much honour in desirmg to have one
of the pririts that have been made here of- her countryman.
I send what is said to be the best of five or six engraved
by different hands, from different paintings. The verses at
the bottom are truly extravagant. But you must know
that the desire of pleasing by a perpetual rise of compli-
ments. in this polite nation, has so used up all the common
expressions of approbation, that they are become flat and
insipid, and to use them almost implies censure: Hence
music, that- formerly might be sufficiently praised when it
was called bonne, to go a little farther they called it excel-
lente, then superbe, magnifique, exquise, celeste, all which,
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brought itself into the greatest distress, and has'not a friend
in the world.
With great and sincere esteem,
I am, dear sir,
Your most obednent and most humble servant, -
P . Bexjaun anm

TO EGBERT BENSON.* -
Annjuez, June, 1780. |
Dean Benson,

‘When shall we again, by a cheerful ﬁre or under a shady
tree, recapitulate our juvenile pursuits or pleasures, ar look.
back on the extensive field of politics we once have trodden
Our plans of life have, within these few years past, been
strangely changed. Our country, I hope, will be the better
for the alterations. How far we, individually, may be bene-
fited, i$ more questionable. , Personal considerations, how-
ever, muast give.way to public ones, and the' consciousness
of having done our duty to our country and posterity, must
recompense us for all the evils we experience in their cause.

1 wrote'to you from Martinico. I have been four moaths
in this kingdom without receiving more than three letters
from America, and those not very interesting, being of old
dates and not particular. You are among those from whom
I wish often to hear, as well because ] am interested in
what concerns ‘yourself, as on account of the intelligence
respecting the affairs of our State, which I hope you will
sometimes favour me with. Write nothing, nevertheless,
that you would wish. to be entirely private; your letters
may be inspected before they reach me ; that practice being
general in the post-offices of France and Spain.

1flatter myself you sometimes visit your Fishkill friends.
I know they esteem you, and always derive pleasure from
your company. What arrangements have been made in

* Attorney-general of New-York.
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your official departments'f Are your taxes paid? Do the
people continue firm? A few more glorious exertions will
give them peace, hberty, and safety What says Ver-
mont ?

Tell me how your mother and brothers do. Remember
me to them, and my other friends. God bless you, my friend.

I am sincerely yours,
JorNn Jav.

PROM JAMES LOVELL.*
' Jaly 11th, 1780,
Dnn ‘Sm, : <

By 4 letter from Messrs. Gardoqm and Sons, of May 3d,
received yesterddy, I have the pleasure .of knowing you
were then well. 1In a posteript to one of his former of Feb-
ruary 24th, the P.S. not dated, he says he hears of you
every week. This creates a chagrin, as we "have none of
your favours later than March 83d. You are not to suppose
that I dare to complain; I have read my Bible to better
purpose. -Iam not entitled to throw the « first stones,” but I
‘have as good a title as anybody to palliate my own faults, and
to shift them apon others. There is said to be a committee
of fortign affairs. Each member is loaded with.a variety
of business; two have amiable wives near Philadelphia ;I
miss the gentlemen, therefore, frequently. Mr. Livingston
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Mr. Searle is the bearex of this, via France, and Mr.
Laurens will either go for Holland in the same ship, the
Jay, or will sail in a few days by another opportunity for
Holland: The former gentleman is on business for the
State of Pennsylvania, and, perhaps, for some mercantile
companies also.- You already know -Mr. Laurens is to
negotiate a loan. Indeed, an instruction was given to a
' committee to bring in a draught of a letter to the ministers
plenipotentiary of these States at Versailles and Madrid,
directing them to inform his most Christian and Catholic
Majesty of the appointinent of Mr. Laurens, and to solicit
the aid of their majesties, respectively, on this occasion. -

. I am, sir, your friend
And very humble servant,
Jaxs LoveLL.

TO JAMES LOVELL.
’ Madrid, 27th Ootober, 1780.
Dear Sm,
+ Your letter of the 11th July gave me much pleasure ;
there: is a degree of ease and cordiality in it, which, as a
mere letter of business, it did not require. I am the more
obliged to you for it. . . )

It is true that I might write to Congress very often, indeed
by every vessel, and there are many of them; but how are
"my letters to get to the seaside? By the post? They .
would be all inspected, and many suppressed. There is
scarce a man in any of the ports, except Mr. Harrison, at
Cadiz, with whom I would trust them; so that if under
different covers I could get them there, the danger would
not end. To write often, and write nothing material, would
be useless; and when you see my public letter by this op-
portunity, you will perceive that to be well understood I
must write a great deal. I would throw stones, too, with
all my heart, if I thought they would hit only the committee
without injuring the members of it. Till now 1 have

VOL. IL.—H
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received but one letter from them, and that not worth a
farthing, though it conveyed a draft for one hundred thou-
'sand pounds sterling on the bank of hope. One good
private correspondent would be worth twenty standing
committees, made of the wisest heads in America, for the
purpose of intelligence. What with clever wives, or
pleasant walks, or too tired, or too busy, or do you do it,
-very little is done, much postponed, and more neglected.

If you, who ‘are naturally industrious and love your
country, would frequently take up your pen and your
ciphers, and tell me how the wheel of politics runs, and
what measures it is from time to time turning out, I should
be better informed, and Congress better served. I now
get ‘more intelligence of your affairs from the French
ambassador, than from all the members of Congress put
together. '

I had written thus far when I received a letter from Mr.
Le Couteux, at Cadiz, enclosing a letter of the 16th of
September, written at St. Ildefonso from me to Congress.
It had been-enclosed in one to Mr. Harrison, and that again
put under cover to Mr. Le Couteux, and under these two
covers was put into the post-office. Now mark its fate.
The director of the post-office at Cadiz showed it to Mr.
Le Couteux, naked and stripped of its two covers, of which
he madc no mention. He said it came from Bayonne, but
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FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.
) ] Philadelphia, 36th August, 1780.
Dear Jonn, .

I received yours of the 23d May from Madrid, with
duplicates thereof, and the letters you wrote from Cadiz
and Martinique.

Your remembrance of the pleasurable days of our
youth, and the scenes in which we mutually bore our parts,
together with the attractions which this country still bas for
you, afford me the most pleasing hope that neither time nor
absence will weaken a friendship which has so long stood
the test of both. This indeed I expected from the steadi-
ness of your temper; but I must confess that I had little
- hopes that your early retarn would afford me a prospect of
deriving that consolation from it in the decline of life, to
which I looked even while it directed the pursuits and ani-
mated the pleasures of .youthy

You mistake your own heart when you say you are un-
ambitious ; and without the assurance contained in your
letter, I should have believed that the love of glory would
have always kept you in the line in which you now are,
more especially as the general satisfaction that your appoint-
ment and conduct since has given, renders_ it the wish of
everybody less interested in your return than I am, to keep
you abroad. :

I have not been able to procure at this place the key to
the cipher that you directed me to, though I believe I have it
at home ; besides that, it is very intricate and troublesome ;
I shall therefore be obliged to confine what I have to say
to mere common occurrences. I enclose you a cipher
which is very simple, and net to be deciphered while the
key is concealed, as the same figure represents a variety of
letters. In order that you may know whether it comes
mafely to hand, I have in this letter used the precaution
mentioned in yours.
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Nothing astonishes me more than the confidence with
which the British ministry and their dependants assert, that
America sighs to return to their government, since the fact
is that we never were more determined in opposition, nor,
if we except the derangement of our finances (which the
Joan of half a million would re-establish, if remitted in
specie or merchandisc), were we ever so capable of resist-
ance. Our crops are uncommonly fine, and the militia of
every State north and east of Delaware, is armed, disci-
plined, and .inured to the duties of a camp. The southern
militia are now at school, and I have no doubt will improve
by the lessons they receive from the enemy. Our friend
Smith, who has probably contributed to this ministerial
madness, uninstructed by his repeated disappointments from
the beginning: of the war, is said to have advised Knip-
hausen to erect the royal standard in the Jerseys before
General Clinton returned from Charleston; persuaded that
our troops, and particularly the militia, would flock to it,
and thus he have the honour of reducing the country, with-
out sharing it with Clinton. He accordingly: came over
with great parade, with his whole force, scattering exagge-
rated accounts in printed handbills of the loss of Charleston,
‘which, instead of discouraging, only animated the militia.
They were all in motion upon the first alarm, and though
opposed only by them and less than a'thousand continental
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
" Passy, October 2d, 1780,
DEar SiIr,

I received duly and in good order the several letters
you have written to me of August 16th, 19th, September
8th, and 22d. The papers that accompanied them of your
writing gave me the pleasure of seeing the affairs of our
country in such good -hands, and the prospect, from your
youth, of its having the service of so able a minister for a
great number of years. But the little success that has
attended your late applications for money mortified me -
exceedingly ; and the storm of bills which I found coming
upon us both, has terrified and vexed me to such a degree
that I have been deprived of sleep, and so much indisposed
by continual anxiety, as to be rendered almost incapable of
writing. . . :

At length I got over a reluctancé that was almost in-
vincible, and made another application to the.government

.- bere for more money. Idrew up and presented a state of

debts and. newly-expected demands, and requested its aid
to extricate me. Judging from your letters that you were
not likely to obtain any thing considerable from yaur court,
I put down in my estimate the 25,000 dollars drawn upon
you, with the same sum drawn upon me, as what would
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has, at my request, undertaken to write to the Marquis
D’Yranda, to assist you with money to answer such bills
as you are not otherwise enabled to pay, and to draw on
him for the amount, which drafts I shall answer here as far
as 25,000 dollars. If you expect more, acquaint me. But
pray write to Congress as I do, to forbear this praotice,
which is so extremely hazardous, and may, some .time or
other, prove very mischievous to their credit and affairs.
I have undertaken, too, for all the bills drawn on Mr.
Laurens, that have yet appeared. He was to have sailed
three days after Mr. Searle, that is, the 18th July. Mr.
Searle begins to be in pain for him, having no good opinion
of the little vesscl he was to embark in.

We have letters from America to the 7th August. The
spirit of our people was never higher. Vast exertions
making preparatory for some important action. Great
harmony and affection between the troops of the two na-
tions. 'The new money in good credit, &c.

I will write to you again shortly, and to Mr. Carmichael.
I shall now be able to pay up your salaries complete for the
year ; but as demands unforeseen are continually coming
upon me, I still retain the expectations you have given me
of being reimbursed out of the first remittances you
receive. :

If you find any inclination to hug me for the good news
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TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
Madrid, 80th Oct., 1780.
Dear S,

The pleasure given me by your letter of the 2d instant,
may more easily be conceived than expressed. Iam greatly
obliged by your attention to my embarrassments. In my
last on that subject which you received, was a copy of my
letter to Count De Vergenn&, from which it appeared that
the sum I should have occasion for would probably be con-
siderable, and far exceeding 25,000 dollars. Bills to the
amount of 100,000 dollars have arrived. A loan cannot be
effected here. What the court will do is as yet uncertain,
and will long continue so. I should have replied to your
letter before, but as I daily expected to hear from Count
De Vergennes, I waited, with a view of mentioning the
import to you. The enclosed copy of a note I received
from Count Montmorin, contains all the advices I have on
that head. My situation continues unpleasant, and though
my endeavours are not wanting to better it, future events
are too uncertain to be relied upon. To be active, prudent,
and patient, is in my power; but whether I shall reap as
well as sow and water, God only knows.

I have often been told of the former supplies, and asked
how they were to be reimbursed. My answer has uni-
formly been, that I knew neither their amount nor terms,
and that I wished to be furnished with an account of both,
&c. &c.- As yet I have not been able to obtain it.

Some mistake must have given occasion to any of the
bills drawn on me being returned without acceptance.
The fact is, that though I often delayed (with the consent
of the holders), yet I never refused to accept any of them.

1 have written several letters to Congress, requesting
them to forbear drawing further bills till proper funds should
be established for their payment. ' Mere contingent assur-
ances, or flattering inferences drawn from flattering expres-

VOL. 11.—1
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sions, ought never to be considered as a sufficient foundation
for serious measures.

Cornwallis, it seems, has cropped some of Gates’s laurels ;
and Mr. Laurens is in the Tower. European politicians
will, I suppose, though often deceived in the same way,
again think America on her knees in the dust. Had Ter-
nay been supported, the campaign would have had a differ-
ent termination. Much money and spirit has been wasted
by this disappointment. Of the latter, indeed, we shall
never be in want, and I should be happy if the like could
be said of the former. The conduct of France towards us
has been friendly ; and though I cannot forbear to think she
has been too inattentive to this object, my gratitude towards
her is not impaired by it. I regret it as a misfortune, not
blame it as a designed omission.

I wrote to you last week, and now enclose a duplicate
of another letter. You may rely on my reimbursing you
the advances on account of our salaries, out of the first
remittances I receive.

I have often congratulated my country and myself on
your being at present in France. I once expected to have
seen you there, and to have profited by the lessons which
time and much experience have taught you. Miracles have
ceased, and my constitution does not promise length of
days, or I should probably desire you, when you ascend, to
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that Dunlap refuses to give him the clothes stipulated in the
indentures, and requests that I will save him from naked-
ness. You will oblige me by giving him twenty-five hard
dollars, or the amount of it in paper. If you can conve-
niently discover how he behaves and is like to turn out, I
beg you will inform me ; for, as his father had a warm and
steady attachment to me, I feel myself interested in the
welfare of this son, who it seems was his favourite.

My friend, you are not a little indebted to me on the
score of letters. One only has reached me. I am content
to go on writing two or three for one, but really you must
let us hear sometimes of you and Mrs. Morris. There are
some hearts which, like feathers, stick to every thing they
touch, and quit each with equal ease. Mine is not one of this
kind ; it adheres to few, but it takes strong:hold ; you must,
therefore, write to me ; and if you would make your letter
very agreeable, dwell on the objects you will find at or near
the hills, and within your own walls. Mrs. Jay writes
by this opportunity to Mrs. Morris, whom she loves and
esteems for many reasons unnecessary to repeat to you.

Should the following cipher reach you safe, we may after-
ward write with lessreserve. Entick’s Spelling Dictionary,
printed in 1777, paged backwards. The last page in the
book is numbered 468. Let this be page the first, and
mark the first page (which is the titlepage) 468. Count the
words from the top, distinguishing the columns by a [.] over
the first figure for the first column, and a [.] over the second
figure for the second column. For instance, the word
absent is the fifth word in the first column of the 434th
page, and is to be thus written: 5.134.

Remember me to your friends, Mr. and Mrs. Mease,
and your other usual guests near the hills. I wish I had a
few such honest, open-hearted companions here. God bless
you.

I am, dear sir, very sincerely, your friend, &c.
Jomn Jay.
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have, thank God! been verified. It is a glorious, joyful,
and important event. Britain feels the force of that stroke,
and other nations begin to doubt less of the continuance of
our independence. Further successes must prepare the
way for peace; and I hope that victory will stimulate,
instead of relaxing our exertions.

Although myself and my family have most severely suf-
fered by the continental money, I am resigned to its fate.
Provided we preserve our liberty and independence, I shall
be content. Under their auspices, in a fruitful country,and
by patient industry, a competence may always be acquired,
and I shall never cease to prefer a little with freedom, to
opulence without it.

Your account of the plenty which abounds in our country
is very flattering, and ought to excite our gratitude to the
Hand that givesit. While our governments tax wisely,
reward merit, and punish offenders, we shall have little to
fear. The public has been too much a prey to peculation.
Economy and strict accounts ought to be, and continue,
among the first objects of our attention.

1 have not heard any thing for a long time respecting
our disputed lines. In my opinion, few things demand more
immediate care than this subject; and I differ from those
who think that such matters had better be postponed till
after the war. At present, a sense of common danger
guaranties our union. We have neither time nor inclina-
tion to dispute among ourselves. Peace will give us lei-
sure, and leisure often finds improper occasions for employ-
ment. I most sincercly wish that no disputes may survive
the war; and that on the return of peace, we may con-
gratulate each other on our deliverance and prospects of
uninterrupted felicity, without finding oursclves exposed to
differences and litigations, which ncver fail to make impres-
sions injurious to that cordiality and confidence which both
our interest and our duty call upon us to cultivate and

cherish,
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Mrs. Jay charges me to present her compliments to you.
I am, dear sir, with great and sincere esteem,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jomx Jav.

TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
‘ Madrid, 21st Feh., 1781.
DEear Six, o

Your favour of the 15th ult., with the packets mentioned
in it, arrived in good order. I regret your long silence,
though I am strongly inclined to rejoice in the cause of it:
a fit of the gout, it is said, often prolongs life.

Aflairs here begin to wear a better aspect. I am prom-
ised 3,000,000 rials, that is, 150,000 dollars, which, though
inadequate to the demands upon me, is still a great conso-
lation, especially as men who are at the pains of planting
and watering trees, seldom let them perish for want of a
few drops extraordinary.

I scarcely know how to desire you to make further ad-
vances on account of our salary, four months of which is
now due, and yet I find myself under a necessity of doing
itt. My expenses here, notwithstanding the most rigid
economy, are very great.

Since writing the above, I have had the pleasure of re-
ceiving yours of the 27th January, and sincerely con-




MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE: 71

or by means of the marquis,* is uncertain. As to that
geatleman’s complaint of my reserve towards him, I could
make many remarks, which, though proper for your perusal,
ought not to go further.

- A few days after my arrival here, a person, whom I was
told was the marquis, was introduced to me. He said he
came to pay me a visit by order of Mr. Grand. I did not
then know I was indebted to that gentleman for a letter of
recommendation to the marquis, it not having come to my
hands. ‘This singularity struck me, though I appeared not
to observe it. The civilities usual on such occasions
passed between us, and at parting the marquis gave me a
general invitation to dine with him whenever I should find
it convenient. I returned his visit, but as general invita-
tions from strarigers pass with us for mere matters of com-
pliment, I declined doing myself the honour of dining with
him. Interchanges of visits were continued, and the gen-
eral invitation to dine once or twice repeated. In this line
my connexion with the marquis remained, until I received
the offer of the king’s responsibility for a loan, &c. Several
reasons induced me to think it expedient to consult the
marquis as to the manner of making thig offer useful to us.
I waited upon him for that purpose. Hi told me he could
not intermeddle in these affairs without instructions from the
court; but was nevertheless very civil, and expressed a
desire of doing me services, &c. As he declined entering
into particulars, I did not press it; nor had my ideas of
his importance risen so high as to reconcile me to the ex-
traordinary and unnecessary measure of applying to the
court for the instructions in question. I did not, however,
let him know my sentiments or intentions on the subject.
It seems he had heard of Mr. Grand having been desired
by you to make inquiries for money for me, and he advised

* The Marquis D*Yranda.
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me to write to him on the subject, which I accordingly did.
In his answer of the 21st October, he says, “I am very
unhappy to hear you are not benefited on the spot by the
facility tendered to you by the court of Spain, so much
more so that the nature of circumstances here does not
admit of the least hope of success. Too many attempts,
all vainless, have already been made for the good of your
credit; adding any more to the numberwould be destructive
to it entirely, at this particular juncture chiefly when our
government is about raising a sum of money much more
enticing and advantageous in its conditions. This perplex-
ing situation suggested me an idea I communicated to Dr.
Franklin,” &c.

“Meanwhile it is highly important to avail yourself of the
favourable disposition of the court of Spain, and get it to
authorize and charge the marquis to help you in your
finance business. He writes me that without orders he
cannot take it upon himself. It will be better for your ex-
cellency not to consult him before making the application
to government,” &c. :

You, my good friend, have scen and thought too much
of men and things to need any of my remarks on this
letter. I replied to it on the 1st November as follows:

% SIR,
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with all the attention due to its importance; and if that
measure should, on further consideration, appear expedient,
it shall be pursued in the manner you recommend.

The marquis repeating his general invitation about this
time, I dined with him. He received and entertained me
very politely. We parted, to appearances, pleased with
oach other ; but-he has not been at my house since, though
a great many visits in my debt.

Ever since my arrival, I have been particularly cautious
to avoid offending any person of any rank ; to endeavour to
please all, without becoming the property or sycophant of
any. My disagreeable situation was not unknown to him,
bat the inferences he drew from it proved fallacious. 1
never find myself less disposed to humility, or improper
compliances, than when fortune frowns. I have uniformly
been. very civil, though not, confidential, to the marquis, nor
hes any thing harsh ever passed between us. He is.d man
of business, abilities, and observation, and (what is of much
importance’ here) of money. He keeps the most, ‘and
indeed only, hospitable house here, and persons of the first
rank and fashion are found at his table. His consequence
at court is unequal to his desires, and I think to his capacity
of being useful. In a woxd, he has a good share of sagacity,
ambition, and pride. 1 think it probable that we.shall yet
be on more familiar terms ; for though T will never eourt, I
shall with pleasure. cultivate his acquaintance, .-

The -Count de Montmorin continues very frnend]y I
believe bim to be an able minister, nnd well attached to

our cause.

Mrs, Jay desires me to make her compliments to you.
1am, dear sir, with sincere attachment and esteem,

Your most obedient servant,
Jorx Jav.
YOL R—K
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- TO EGBERT BENSON. [

' Madrid, March, 1781,

Dmn Bexson,’

Either some very singular fatality must have attended
the letters of my New-York friends to me; or they have
given me abundant reason to complain of them as corre-
spondents; not one letter to me, dated in our State, has
reached me since I left America. '

1 have wntten to you from Martinico, from Cadiz, and
from this place; some of these letters, I have reason to think,
arrived safe, though several others have probably miscarried.
Your governor is largely in my debt, and so is General
Schuyler, whom I always thought a vety punctual corre-
spondent. How am I to account for this? I cannot per-
suade myself that neglect is among the cayses. Business
seldom continues a good excuse for a yedr together, and
mdolence, often a real, is never an admissible one.

» 'The vulgar proverb, out of sight, out of mind, always
appeared to me in the light of a vulgar error, when applied
to old friends end companions. T hope I have not been
mistaken, especially as-the contrary of that proposition is
true with respect to myself. I never. loved or admired
- America 'so much as since I left it, and my attachment .to
my friénds in it seems to have ‘increased, in proportion as
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Mr. Harrison, a very worthy kinsman of your secretary, is
shipping from Cadiz the clothing taken by Admiral Cordova,
and presented by France and Spain to Congress. I bhave
desired him to send you invoices of each parcel.

Mrs. Jay has more than usual health, and seems as much
interested in your health and safety, asif you was her own
father, as well as that of her country. Be pleased to present
our best wishes to Mrs. Washington; and when you write
to your honest friend, Colonel ‘Harrison, remember' me to
him. I hope Arnold bhas not spoxled his mlll-da.m. God
bless you, my dear sir.

: ‘I am, with perfect esteem and regard,
Your friend -and servant,
Jomw Jav.

[N

t
70 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
' Madrid, Apnl, 1781,
Dx.m Sm, . .-
Notwuhstandmg my repeated and earnest appheatlonl
to the Count de- Florida Blanca, I have as yet been able to
obtain only $34,880 of the $150,000 expressly promised
me in- December last. He has, on the contrary, assured
me that this promise cannot be complied with in less than
six months. It therefore. became necessary to communi- .
cate my embarrassments to the ambassador of France, and
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The ambassador was very sensible of the pernicious
consequences which would follow a protest of these bills,
and, I must do him the justice to say, interested himself
warmly in endeavouring to extricate me from that nccesaity.
He has had different conferences with the Count.D. F. B. on
the subject, and yesterday he promised the ambassador posi-
tively to pay the $89,083 which will be due in April, in the
course of six months, in six equal payments, reckoning
from next May ; but as this money still left me without
relief as to the April bill, he engaged the Marquis d'Yranda
to advance the sums necessary to pay them, and which I
shall -accordingly receive from him. Thus, my dear sir, I
kave been, as it were, reprieved by the kind offices of the
French ambassador, from protesting any of the bills due
this month ; but every ensuing month will bring with it new
dangers and solicitudes, and particularly the month of May,
in the course of which I shall be called upon for no less
than $96,288. I am in a cruel situation, and without the
Jeast expectation of succour except from France. 1 there-
fore think it necessary to inform you of the delicate state
of our affairs here by express, and to entreat you to use
your utmost endeavours to provide me, by his return, with
funds adequate to the bills accepted, and which at present
amount to $142,220, without including -either those which
inay yet arrive, or. the $89,083 due this month, and for the
pasyment of which I expect to reimburse the Marquis
&’Yranda with the money promised by the minister in the
monthly payment beforc mentioned.

- The Marquis d’Yranda, whom 1 saw yesterday at the
French ambassador’s, has further agreed, at the ambassa-
dor’s request, to furnish me with the further sum of $142,220
as 1 shall have oceasion for it, provided Mr. Grand will
‘accept his drafts to that amount. It is therefore of the last
importance that arrangements for this purpose be imme-
diately taken with that gentleman, and that I receive, by
the réturn of the.express, his order on the marquis to fur-
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nish me at least with the sum of $142,220; without which
it will be impossible for me to pay these bills.

The ambassador will also write by this courier, and - I '

have little doubt but that your court will generously inter-
pose on this, as they have on several other occasions, to
prevent events prejudnclal to America in partncular, and the
common cause in general. am also copstrained to add,
‘that our situation bere is daily becoming more disagreeable
from the want of our splaries. 'To be obliged to. contract
debts and live on credit is terrible. I have not, to this day,
received a shilling from America; and we should indeed
bave been greatly distressed, had it not-been for your good
‘offices. Endeavour, I beseech you, to prov1de us with sup-
phes on this account, and deliver me, if possible, from the
many disagreeable sensations which such a varjety of un~
Pleasant. circumstances naturally creates. Remember that
~ mew bills are still arriving. -

Be pleased to ‘communicate this-letter to Mr. Laurenl.
who, I am persuaded, will cheerfully aﬁ'ord you all the aid

i his power.
. I'have directed the courier to wait your orders,andthen
Yeturn- wlthout further delay. A
. I am, dear sir,
Your friend and humble servant,’
Jorx Jav.
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The able manner iri which it treats the important subject of

American finances induced me to give that part of it to the

minister, and to send & copy-of the same extract to Dr.

Pranklin, who, in his answer, says— I thank you for com-

"” municating t6 me- the letter of the secretary of Congress on
our finances. It gives light which I had mot before, and
may be useful here.”

- I wish in my heart' that you was not only secretary of
Congrees, but secretary also for foreign affairs.” I should
then hiave better sources of intelligence thnn gazeu.es and
TepoRts. . -

. My public letter contains a state of our aﬁ'axrs here. 1
fistter myself that Congress will never again attempt to
form ax ailiance on principles of equality in foma pox-
peris.

Before then' ingenious Ietter on our nght to the Mlssu-
sippi arrived, it was known in Eurqpe ; and the subject of
my last instructions on that head was no secret here before
they Yeached this side of the ocean. I would tell you more,
bad I now time to write in ciphers; but the gentleman who
is to carry these despatches is waiting for them. '

The want of a regular and safe communication between
Congress and their foreign ministers gives occasion to
various inconveniences. Every letter known or suspected
to be for or from me, that gets into the post-offices, is
opened, often kept -back for-a while, and, to my certain
knowledge, sometimes suppressed entirely. _

‘Hence it happens that Congress receives from me fewer
letters than I coudd. wish, ar than their affairs may demand.
The expense of private couriers is intolerable, hor can many

- inf that character be found who merit confidence.

*The unseasonable arrival of bills, without being preceded
by finds, and- the train of perplexing consequences resulting
from that and other causes not in my power to prevent,
ave givea me some anxious hours, and often mndmd my
stagtion unoasy.
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It is my busmess, however, to reflect, that pleasure wag
ot the object for which I came here, and" that obstaclel
should rather excite than repress perseverance. -

Be pleased to present Mrs. Jay’s and my comphmentl
to Mrs. Thompson, and believe me to be with nnqere
regard and esteeny, . . - . -
. Your most obe_dient.servant, ‘e

Jomn Jav.

-

- . .FROM ROBERT.MQRRIS; - L,
\ ) . . Phnladelphm, June mh, 1781. .
Dnn Sm, :

. I must freely acknowledge the Justxce -of your chnrge
against nie as' a bad correspondent, for the force of truth
would convict, were I to deny, and perhaps friendship. will
bardly bear with palliatives ; but knowing well your attach-
~ ment to, and practice of sincerity, I shall honestly tell youI
did not like to write on political matters, and in what may
be.called domestic, you had constantly better information
than ’twas possible for me to give, having also very ample
employment for my time: you will reflect, that all these-
eircurnstances combined to make me silent, although not
inattentive or forgetful of my friends abroad.

I have three letters from you, dated the 28th May, 16th
September, and 19th November last, and feel myself ex«
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country. - Suppose you.had been with your father, when
some of the enemy’s ruffians broke into the house, arrd after
satiating themselves -with plunder, they had carried you,
my dear friend, a prisoner to New-York. Think of the
triumph of your enemies, the distress of your friends, and
what you must, under su¢h circumstances, have saffered :
bappy that you have .escaped such an event, I will not
proleng the idea of it. '

Our friend Gouverneur has acquainted you. with my ap-
pointment to be superintendant of finance ; the motives of
my aceeptance are purely patriotic, and I'would this' mo-
mient give much of my property to be excused; but pressed
by-my friends, acquaintances, fellow-citizens, and almost
by all America, I could not resist. ‘I wili therefore most
assiduously try to be useful; and if in this I do but succeed,
my recompense will be ample. Gouverneur and others
bave promised me ‘the assistance of their abilities. Con-
gress promise support; if the Legislatures and individuals
will do the same; we will soon change the face of our
affliirs, and show our enemies that their . hopes of our ruin,
through the channel of ﬁnance, is as vain as their hope of
-conquest. .

This campaign, as usual, opens to our disadvan s but
I expect it will also, as usual, elose favourably for us. The
vices and follies of our enemies may justly be counted
among the number of our fast.friends. They never fail to
_ work for our relief in' the hour of distress; for at those

times the pride, insolence, and tyranny of the British heroes
are too insufferable to be borne, even by the peasantry of
America. It affords me much pleasure to find -the assist-
ance 1 have given towards delivering supplies at Havannah,
is known and approved by the ministry at ‘the court of
~ Madrid; as a favourable impression there may be service-
able to my administration of the finances, and I hope still to
return more important services for those I expect from
oL I —L S
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them to-this distressed country Adxeu, m'y dear sirt mth
gincere aﬂ'ectnon, Iam °
.. Your obedxent, humble servant,
" p o Ronnn'r Monu

. , v . " ro s sMYTH. . - ..
: . . R o Annjnez.bth.lnm,l'lal. .
Sm,
... So many letters both for and from me mnscarry tbat I
" take this opportunity of informing you, that I have had' the
" pleasure of writing to you by the way of Cadiz, and ,that I
consider myself much obliged by your favour of the 27th
Feb. last, which did .not come to my hands till long afler it
must have arrived here. The intelligence communicated
by it was no less welcome than interesting. We wait with
impatience for further information respecting the mlhtuy
operations in the southern States. - Lord Cornwallis’s ex-
+ ‘pedition bears) some marks of rashness, and I cannot but
cexpect he will have dome feason to repent it. -I think- his
temper and measures well calculated - to enrage .and disci-
“pline “the southern militia ; if so, his victories will render
his enemies more numnerous and formidable than éver. The
rqtlﬁcauon of -the confederation, and the firm establishment.
of civil government in the different states, are circunislance_s :
" very friendly to the American cause, and should he viewed
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. TO BENWAMIN. FRANKLIN., -
SRR 3 -Mudril,‘Jnlyotb.lnl
. DIAI SII, . ." e

Mnny weeks have elapaed since 1 have)een favoured
with any letters. from youw. I .have received a letter from
Colonel Lluzens, dated at sea, and icovering the one here-
with encloeed for you. A vessel has arrived at Bilboa, in
twenty-four ‘days- from .Salem. I received by her some
family letters, 'which came from Bilboa under cbover to a
gentleman here. She brought for me a large packet; which
‘was put into the post-officg, and ought to- have come to -
hand a week ago..- I bave inquired for ‘it; ‘but in vain.’
‘This is tiot an uncammon case, and shows how. xiecessa.ry
_ itis that Cangress should take some other means for can-

seyipg intelligence to and from their ministers than the °
European post-offices. . Be, pleased ‘te make ‘my compli
ments to your grandson, and remmd him that he uthrep
letters.in my debf.; . - -

“You will also find herewith enclosed a copy of @ letter I
bave received from' Silas 'I‘albot, a- prisoner at P}ymouth,
requesting aid.

- This gentleman gives a true descnptxon of himself. - He
has on various-occasions acted like a very brave and en~
terprising officer, and the journals of Congress contain
ample evidence of it. - I sincerely lament: his situation, and
regret that my own does not put it in my power to afford
him relief. The far greater part of the money which the
public demands -require here, I draw from yoy. ‘The
amount of the bills drawm upon me by Congress far ex-
teeds that of the funds prepared for their payment, and
the debts already incurred on accaunt of distressed Ameri-
cah'seamen still remain unpaid. It would not be delicate
in me .to. advance money to Colonel Talbot, and then re-
quest the favour of you to replace it, especially as his
sitvation placés him more immediately under your care
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than mine.. All that.I can therefore do with: propriety is
to make you acquainted with his ease. . He has served-his
country zealously, and.has a right to -her care; gratitude
as well as policy dictates it. I fear too little attention has
in general been pznd to. our captive seamen. ‘I often hear
of many entering into the- enemy's service for -want of
‘bread, and for ill treatirrent not retaliated ;. reven’ those who'
_have had the good fortune and address-to escape, are fre-
quently obliged, in ‘seeking opportuaities toreturn hore, to
wander about from place to place, friendless, penmless,
ignorant of the language of the strangers through whose
land they pass, siaking kriown their wants only-by the vaice
.of distress, &nd subsisting. on the wretched husks cast’to
them by the frugal' hand of charity. - Nor - is: this- all:
.although their misfortunes, on finding American vessels
boutd home, Ought ‘to,réecommend them to their brethren,
-yet it too often. happens that masters of American vessels:
mhuma(xly refuse (unless paid. passage-money) to cafry
home these unfortunate. people, though offering to .do duty
‘without. wages assa;lors durmg ‘the voyage.
« 1 am, dear sir, with sin¢ére esteem and regard,
Your oblxged and aﬁ'echOnate servant, -
“ i JonN JAY

¢ RN e

TO CAPT. -SILAS ‘TALBOT.* o,
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manner in wlneh you have served our:countryy;. . will
alwdys be considered.as gmng you a title to her care and
protectlon.

- Not being authonzed byCongreu to pronde for Amen-
can prisoners in England, I could not justify undertaking it,
‘and: therefore referred.your application to Dr. Franklin,

.within ‘whose. depanment that business appears to mé
'm fgﬂ. . - -

2 | ahaﬂ»always be ready ai an mdmdual.to contﬂhqta to
the telief of my distressed. cquntrymen, and should now
give -you_proof of it; but as your case and.that of your
fellow-ptisoners ought to be, and probably are provided. for °
by the- publie, I think assistance should there be asked.and .
denied, before it.can-become the, duty of pmvate be.nevo- '
lenee to supply public omissions. - v

If the application to Dr. Franklin should. be frmtleu‘.l .
shall then. consider myself bound, as a good American, tq
contribute . tqwards the rqhef of a fellow-cmzen. whohu.
#o nobly’ fought in the cause of our country; and I shall in
that case desire Mn Williams, at Nantz, who- forwarded
your letter to me, to advance you fifty dollars on my private
account ; which sum you will repay to me whenever you
may be in, circumstances to do it, for.should misfortunes
delay or prevent yous being in that situation, it would be
more agreeable to me to advance you a farther sum, than

to, demand the repayment of this. - "
" . 1 'am, sir, with real esteem,
Your most obedxent and very humble servant,
e . Jonn J AY. -

e TO FREDERICK JAY. .
’ : . AN Mu!nd, 81t .luly, 1761.
M- pEAR BmoTHER, ‘ :
We have heard (though not from you) that a number of
armed robbers have. paid you 2 visit, and taken from the
fllmly their money, plate, &c. §:it is ‘also said that they
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behamq towards oo father, Peter,.and Nancy, with more
decency and mspeét than people-of that class generally
observe; I am very senmble of the distress which *this .
mufortune must have occasioned ; my hang however; in
two.of my former letters, which T the have. arrived safe,
desired you to draw upop me for gne hundred’ powrids ster-
. ling, in two sets of bills oPﬁfty pounds each, gives me
yuch: consolation ; -shotild this not-be adequa.te to your exi»
gmces, you may. draw upon me for thirty. pounds®sterling
more.. -While I ‘have- any thing; u-ehare .of it shalt be
appropriated 10 the wants of the farily... I thank God that
by:means of ecoromy, I.shall be able to.afford them sonie
amistance from time to time, and in some mpa.aure Ihitigate
_the ealamitias btought rpon. them by the war, and.the tnnl-
‘mutation of their gold into paper. . . - -
' On the 25th of June last, Mr. Hartison, at Cadlz, shlppd
st nry request, and on-my aécouns.and:risk, by the; Black
. Pyinge, Captain' Johy. Robertson, bound from ‘thence for
Philadelphis, one bele marked L Jay, to be delivered.fo
Mr. Robert Morris, and: comaunng 67§Spanish: yﬂtda of
coarse cloth, and 70} yards.of baize for kining. -
<« M this arrives.safe;: it-will help to keep ‘your Sei'vantl ]
. Wafm next winter. A Spemish yardsis somewhat less than
an English; one. - Miss Katy. Lmngsum writes me, that
<one little parcel of salt T sent yow, was then safe in Mr.
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of doing it; omnmon]uuee,andlmavmy gmutude. ‘de-’
" fends it . . -
- Upon the wholel beheve it vnll be bect. eonmdenng the-
age, infirmities, and various afflictions: of our good ald
father, not to press him-upon these, nor indeed any other
points that may not be véry important, but.by leaving- his
mind as-‘much as. pomble uiidisturbed, and endéavouring
~daily to sqothe "dnd quiet his cared;t).render the- evening of
his days-as calin and-composed as the eomphcoumofpm.
plexities which sbrround him will permit. | -

-1 am told Peggy behaved hkeaRpmanmtron,and—m "
hor conduet towards the robbers showed great -firmness
"snd presence of mind.- Present tohermy commendndom :
o the qecasior . '
I flatter myself that my fnther’a formude d:d not ﬁ)rlaka
hiin, and therefore, that - thoughhe lost -mopey, he did not
loio heaith by these rude wisiters. - Your letter made me
happy by.assuring me that his strength contmued’as -when
1 leﬁ him. God ~grant that I may find it the same on my
return. I really regret Nancy’s* ill-healths it shiould be -
better if my prayers and wishes could avail. You must -

" endeavour to_keep up-each others spirits, and pppose mis-

fortuneg with manly firmness and cheerful resignation. " -
~ We.ares ajl well. Remember us aﬂ'ecuonately to nlI the
fumly - . . '
. I am, dear Frederick, * .o
Your very. aﬁ'ecnonate brother,
~ : Joun JAY

© TO rn-rnn .m\v "E8Q.
' ' R Msdrid, st Aug, 178,
Dun Sm, -
Several letters I have received from Jersey and" Phxla-
) delphmmennon your havmg been robbed in Aprrl last by

4 , i Mr. Jay’s blind sister.
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a rumber--of armed rien. - ft-is said they - behaved wwith
uncommon respect to you,-and humanity towards- Peter and
Nancy: . If this be trug, they-deserve, credlt for the manner
in"whic} thiey executed their purposes. * ‘Theeloss sustained:
on thnt occaslon must. hava beén the more severely felt, as -
the situation  of the country, and the injtyies pou had: suf-
fered.from the ienemy, and the deprectation- of -the peper
money; rendered.it -difficult for you to repair ‘it. '} thank
. God, however; that you lst nothing "but property.-—yomv
lives were spared.-'I beseech ‘you not o’ petinit an-im-
- puoper degree of delicacyto prevent your deriving- such
succours ftom, me as may:from time to. time be conventent
- I assure- you, the reflection’ that mysabsence’ may be. the

- rheans of rendering the sitpation of the family less distress-

ing; mekes .me ‘more ‘reconciled to it than I otherwise
should be. . You have dehied yourself ouch, for- the sake of
your cluldren and I am mach mistaken if some of ‘thern
have not’ inherited dispositions somewhat similar to.those
. of their pazents.. ‘Had you been less attennve to my educa-
tibo, L shbuld.not have'been as and where] am Ecenomy
* will enable moé-to'give you eid, for though L sha}ltspare no
expehse hete which, my. situation may require, yet' a {ax
upon 'avoidable pleasures, amusements, and- luxuries, wil]
prodice a little fund that may-and shall be’ ugeful to you,
. In my'letter to-Frederick I have been more explicit on this
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they have been very unfortunate,-and with many others,
have probably perished in the ocean.

I am therefore to repeat my congratulations on the hap.
pinéss you derive from the most delicate of all connexions
with one of the most lovely of her sex. AsIam always
pleased to find those happy who I think deserve to be so, it
gave me very sensible satisfaction to hear that you had
both made so judicious a choice, notvmhstandmg the veil
which that sweet fascinating passion often draws over our
eyesand understanding. Be pleased to present my compli-
ments and best wishes to Mrs. Bingham, and to add and
accept those of Mrs. Jay, who never speaks of Martinice
without expressing how much we are indebted to you for
d)eagmeablemannermwhlchwepassedﬁletlmewe
staid there.

Your representation of the state of our aﬂiurs is flatter-
ing, and affords reason to hope that the enemy will soon
_teass to deceive themselves and others by groundless ex-
pectatwnl of conquest.

Peace and the negotiations for it are the prevailing topics
of conversation here, and perhaps in-America also. I
hope, however, that our countrymen will not suffer them-
selves to be too much influenced by prospects, which may
prove no less delusive thanthey are pleasing. To prepare
vigorously for war is the only sure way of preparing for a
speedy and valuable peace.

The Duke de Crillon is in possession of every part of
Minorca, except Fort St. Philip, which, unless pressed by
want of provisions or ammunition, will not, I suspect, soon
or easily change masters.

1 should mention some other public intelligence; but
befare this letter can possibly come to your hands, as Major
Franks will go from hence to Paris, it w1ll cease to be new
in America. :

It is natural for you to expect that my letters should

VOL. IL.—M '
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now and then contain some traits of this country, its man-
ners, government, and principal characters. With respect
to the three first, I make it a rule to be perfectly silent in
all my letters. The latter is a very delicate subject, and
men should be well acquainted with a character before
they attempt to describe it. Much injustice is often done
by taking reports as fatts, and forming opinions of men
from the suggestions which may arise from envy or inter-
ested partialities.. Though not very old, I have lived too
long to credit all I hear ; and having been deceived by fair
as well as unpromising appearances, they have ceased to
decide my judgment of men.

- Whenever you write to me, which I ‘hope will be often,
recollect’ that your letters will, in nine instances out of ten,
be inspected before they reach me; write nothing, therefore,
that you would wish "concealed. .But as this necessary
caution may sometimes restrain you from communicating
what you may think interesting for me to- know, I cannot
omit this opportunity of giving you a cipher, viz. Entick’s
New Spellmg Dictionary, printed at London in 1777, which
you will easily find at Philadelphia; I bought mine at
Bgll’s book-store. Add twenty to the number of the page,
and ten to that of the word you use. Distinguish the first’

column by a dot over the first figure, and the.second

column by a dot over the second figure. For instanéde, the
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The design of this alpha.bet is obvious; use m for a, m
b, &ec.

1 must now remark that you will have 1t in your power
2o give me advices of such matters as, though often inter-
esting, I am seldom favoured with by any of my corres
_spondents. I mean the state of parties, the views of lead-
ing individuals, and such intelligence respecting our friends
and others, as though I might wish to know,-ought not to
be public, and can only be safely communicated in cipher,

: Send your letters for me, under cover, to His Excellency
the Count de .Montmorin, the Ambassador of His Most
Christian Majesty -t this court.

I fear you will find a correspondence of this kind a little
troublesome, but I know your mdustry talents, and dispo-
sition. to- oblige, and . therefore, though my letters may not
always afford- an adequate compensation, I flatter myself
you will not decline it, especially as you may be assured of
the utmost prudence and secrecy on my part.

Be pleased to remember us to all our friends in .your
cxrcle. ‘With sincere regard and attachment,

~ 1 am, dear sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Jonn Jav.

TO GENERAL KNOX. S
Madrid, 10th Dec., 1781, *
Drar Sm, .
.. ] thank you sincerely for your very friendly letter of the
.Hat October last, which I had the pleasure of receiving on
the 7th inst. I rejoice most cordially with you and every
other good American, it the important event you commu-
nicate, and to which you had both the honour and the satis-
faction of essentially contributing.
General Washington has favoured me with copies of the
articles of capitulation, and returns of the prisoners, &c. It
gives me very sensible pleasure to find that he commanded
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in person on this glorious occasion, and had the satisfaction
of bringing deliverance to his native, and consequently,
favourite part of America. If Providence shall be pleased
to'lead him, with safety and success, through all the duties
of his station, and carry him home with the blessings of all
America on his head, I think he will exhibit to the world
the most singular instance of virtue, grestness, and good
fortune united, which the history of mankind has hitherto
recorded. '

The harmony subsisting between the French troops and
ours, is an agreeable, as well as an important circumstance,
and I am glad that the Marquis De La Fayette had an oppor-
tunity of cutting some sprigs. of Jaurel on one of the enemy’s
redoubts. He hasgiven strong proofs of attachment to our
cause and country, and as military glory seems to be his
mistress, he has my best wishes that she may be as con-
stant to him as he has been to us.

+ General Greene has deservedly a,cqmred great Tepu-
tation. He has nobly surmounted a variety of difficulties,
and his country has fortunately found resources in his
talents and perseverance, which the peculiar situation of
the southern States. rendered no less seasonable than im-
portant. . .

This campaign ends gloriously for us. How far the
British counsels may be changed by these events, is as yet
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spirit, but their government and‘their rulers subject them to
numberless embarrassments, - .

France is full of joy and ardour, and w1ll I believe, do
her best endeavours to.make the next campaign active and
briliant. - - '

The emperor is regulatmg the mtema] police of his do-
minions, encouraging commerce, and extending toleration,
without.suffering himself to be incommoded by ecclesias-
tical privileges or immunities. He seems to be seriously
preparing to be great and formidable. He undoubtedly
posnemstbememofpower,andltusmd,has talents to
use them to advantage. .

) With great regard and esteem,
Iam, dear sir,
Your most obedient and very humble nervant,
Jonx Jav.

/  TO GOVERNOR CLINTON.-
) Midnd, 28d Feb., 1782.
Dm Sm,

My last to you was: written - on the 16th Novembet,
since which I have not had the pleasure of hearing from
you.

I . congratulate you on the successful issue of the last
campaign, to the brilliancy of which the late surrender of
Fort St. Philip, at Mahon, has much contributed. . .

Your hemisphere brightens. fast, and , there is reason to
. he another vigorous campaign will be followed by hak
¢yon days.

Mr. Benson writes me that your ]udges are mdustnously
serving their country, but that their country had not, as yet,
made an adequate provision for them. This is bad policy,
and poverty cannot excuse it. The bench is at present
well filled ; but it should be remembered, that although we
are told that Justice should be blind, yet there are no

P
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proverbs which declare that she ought also to be hungry.

Assure these-gentlemen of my esteem; and believe me to

be, dear sir, Wlt.h sincere attachment, '

Your friend and servant,
Jomn-J AY.

.rnou BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

: : - Passy, April 22d, 178%.

Dmn Sie, -
I.have undertaken to pay all the bills of your: acoeptance
that have come to my knowledge, and I hope in God no
more will be drawn upon us, but when funds are first pro-
vided. In that ‘case your constant residence at Madrid is
-no longer 8o necessary. You may make a journey either
for health or pleasure, without retarding the progress of a
negotiation not yet begun. . Here you are greatly wanted,
for messengers begin to come and go, and there is much
talk of a treaty proposed, but I can neither make, nor agree
to propositions of peace, without the assistance of my cal-
‘leagues.- Mr. Adams, I am afraid, cannet just now leave
Holland. M. Jeflerson is not in Europe, and Mr. Laurens
is a prisoner, though abroad upon parol. I wish, therefore,
that you would resolve upon the journey, and render your-
self here as soon as-possible. You would be of infinite
service. Spain has taken four years to consider whether
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FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
* Passy, April 34th,1782.
DEar Sm,

The Prince-de Massaran bemg so good as to desire carry-
ing a letter to you, I sit down to write you a few lmes,
though 1 hope soon to see- you.

Enclosed I send a copy of one of Mr. Deane’s letters,
1 shall show you more ‘when you come.

In consequence of a proposition I sent over, the parha-
ment of Britairl have just passed an act for exchanging
American prisoners. They have near 1100 in the jails of
England and Ireland, all committed as charged with high
treason. © The act is to empower the king, notwithstanding
such commitmerits, to consider them as prisoners of war,
according to the law of nations, and exchahge them as
such. - This seems to be giving up their pretensions of con-
sidering us as rebellious subjects, and ‘i3 a kind of acknow-
ledgment of our independence. Transports are now taking
up to carry back to their country the poer, brave fellows,
who have borne.for years their cruel captivity, rather than
serve our enemies, and an equal number of. English are to
be delivered in return. L have, upon desire, furmshed pass-
ports for the vessels.

Our affairs in Holland are en bon train ; we- have some
prospect of another loan there ; and all goes well here.

The proposal to us of a separate peace with England,
has been rejected in the manner you wish, and I am pretty
certain ‘they will now enter into a general treaty. I
wrote you a few lines by last post, and.on the same day a
few more by the court courier. They were chiefly to press
your coming hither to assist in the affair.

With great and sincere esteem,
' I am ever, dear sir,
Your most obedient and most humble servant, -
: Bxxsauin Frankuw.
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TO ROBERT MORRIS.
Madrid, 25th April, 1783,
Dear Sm,

Some of my letters to you have, I ﬁnd, miscarried by the
capture of the vessels that were carrying them ; and there
is reason to suspect that two-others were stopped here, as

* the letters enclosing them did not reach the persons at the
seaports to whom they were directed. .

I have heretofore mentioned the receipt of the picture
-you was so kind as 'to send me, by Mr. Ridley, and the
arrival of your sons. .I don’t know the fate of that letter,
and that uncertainty induces me to repeat my thanks for
the one, and my congratulations on the other. The estima-
_tion in which I hold your friendship, and the marks 1 have
received of it, interest me in -every:thing which concerns
you and yours, and be assured that no opportunity of ngmg
Jhigher proofs of it shall be omitted.

Mrs. Jay’s time is much employed in nursing and amus-
ing’ herself with her little girl.- She is writing to Mrs.
Morris. - We are cheerful, and not 'unhappy, though distant
from our friends, and deprived of the -pleasures which. re-
sult from that free and unreserved conversation which, can
only be indulged in the company of safe oompamons, orig -
a country like ours.
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citizens are near, yet horsemen with drawn swords, guard-
ing one or other of the royal family in their little excursions
to take the air daily, renew and impress ideas of subjection.
Power unlimited, and distrust misptaced, thus’ exacting
homage and i imposing awe, ocoasion uneasy reflections, and
alloy the pleasing sensations which nature, smiling in, such
delightful scenes, never failsto excité. Were I a Spaniard,
these ‘decorated seats would appear tome like the tempo-

rary enchantments of some despotic magician, who, by re._

extending his wand, could at pleasure command them to
vanish, and be succeeded by galleys and prisons. ‘
Nothmg is more true, than that all things figure by come
parison. This elegant seat being surrounded by exclusive
wastes, appears like a blessed and fortunate island in'a
dreary ocean. - The contrast heightens its charms, and
every traveller arrives with a mind predisposed to admire
‘and enjoy them; but a#. the first impression wears away,
and he begins to recollect the more happy, though less
magnificent abodes in his own country, the attractions and
alluremente of. this insensibly diminish. - I have more than
once experienced this, and though not difficult to please or
be contented, yet I confess that] find little here that regem-
bles, and nothing that can compensate for the free air, the
free conversation, the equal liberty, and the other numerous
blessings whieh God and nature, and laws of our making,
have given and secured to our happier country. T would
not be understood to insinuate, that good society and agree-
tble companions are wanting here. They may, perhaps,
abound more in some other parts of the world, but they are
tlso ,to be found here, though an unsocial kind of policy
Tequires unceasing attention to the most austere rules of
caution and prudence.. The little that I have seen and
observed of this people, induces me to think that (except
the generality of those who compose the highest and lowest
orders), they possess many qualities which are praise-
VoL IL—N
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worthy ;-and that two or three long and wise reigns would
make them @ very powetful, and an amiable nation. But
- as I have not' had sufficient opportunities of mixing with,
and personally knowing many of them, time and further
‘information may either confirm or alter this opinion. The
evident suspense and indecision-of the court respecting us,
has kept many at a distance, with whom'I should otherwise
have been on a very familiar footing, and -some of them
have been so candid as to tell mé so. This is a kind of
prudence which naturally grows out of a jealous and abso-
lute government, under which the people have, for many
generations, been habituated to that kind of dependence,
which constrains every class to watch and respect the
opinions and inclinations of their superiors in power. The
prosperous tide of our affairs, however, has for some time
past run so strong, that I think many of our obstacles liere
ust soon give way. Shyness will then cease, and I shall
not afterwdrd find it difficult to be received into more of
their houses; and that in the only manner I ever wish to be
received into any—I meamn, at the front door, by direct invi-
tation from the masters of them, and without the precursory -
good offices of upper servants and unimportant favourites,
whom ¥ never can submit to court. - Until this period ap
rives, I shall coritinue to cultivate the few acquaintances I ™
have, and without giving offence to any, endeavour to
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Be pleased to present our compliments, and best wishes
to Mrs. Morris, and our friends with you.
Iam,.dear sir, with sincere regard, -
Your affectionate friend and servant, -’
Jomx Jav.

TO COUNT DE MONTMORIN.®
o ‘ . Paris, 36th June, 1782.
'Dzazr Sm, ’ ' -

I devote this first leisure moment which has occurred
since my arrival, to the pleasure of writing a few lines
to you.

Our journey was pursued, without any avoidable mter-
mission, to Bayonne, where it became advisable to rest a
few days, and where we received many kind attentions‘from
Mons. Formalaguer, to whom, it seems, you had been so
obliging as to make friendly mention of us. That city is
tm'n;ng its attention to the American trade, and its situation,
in certain respects, is favourable to that design.

Your friend, Mons. Risleau, at Bordeaux, pleased me
much; there is a frankness in his ‘manner, and a warmth
about his heart, that isvery engaging. 1made some agree-
able acquaintances in that city, and wish I could have staid
longer with them. Commerce appears to flourish there;
and if their trade with America could be properly protected,
there is reason to think that it would soon become an object
of great importance.

On leaving Bordeaux; Mrs. Jay caught an intermitting
fever, which, with the great demand made for post-horses
made by. the Prince.du Nord, delayed us greatly.

1 went with Dr. Franklin to Versailles the day after our
arrival.  The minister spoke of you in terms very friendly,
and very just, and my next visit would have been to the
Countess de Montmorin ; but as we learned that a mail was

¢ French Ambessador at Madrid.
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to be-dismissed for Philadelphia to-day, we returned imme-
diately. to prepare our despatches, so that I have been
obliged to deny. myself the honour of paying my respects
to a lady, whose character and connexion with you render
me. particularly desirous of seeing. To-morrow we are
promised a visit from the Marquis de La Fayette and his
- lady, after which 1 shall take the first opportunity “me paner
a los pies de la Condesa Le Montmorin.” 1 am not sure
that this is good Spanish ; if not, I wish the inspectors of the
post-office may be so. obliging as to correct it. '

- I had written thus far when a variety of mterrupuonl
prevented my proceeding for several days, and then I be-
came violently attacked with_the influenza, from. which I
am now just beginning to recover. It has been very severe
on all my family, - Mrs. Jay has been obliged to struggle
‘with that and the intermittent fever together, and this i
the first day she has been out of the house since our arrival.

I ‘am. very much mortified at not having yet seen the
Countess de Montmorin. - The day before 1 was tnkan sick
I did myself the honour of calling at her house, but she was
‘from home. As soon as the doctor sets me at liberty, the

first use I will make of it will be to renew my visit.

. What I have seen of France pleases me exceedingly.
Dr. Frarklin has- received some late noble proofs of the
king's liberality, in the liquidation of his accounts, and the

100 LIFE OF JOHN JAY.
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ecopies. Some letters and instructions I have received by
the same vessel, contain strong evidence of the determina-
tion of Congress to consult the interest and wishes-of France
upon all occasions.  °

I have seen and dined with the Count d’Aranda ; his con-
versation leads me to suspect that his court is, at last, in
earnest. This, however, is a question which, facts, and not
words, moust determige. " It is hard to judgé of men, espe-
cially of old politicians ; at present I like the count, for he
appears frank and candid, as well as sagacious. They say
he is a little obstinate, but, for my part, I prefer plain-dealing,
obstinate men, to those unstable ones who, like the moon,
change once a fortnight, and are mere dlspensern of bor-
rowed light.

I cannot forbear mentioning, that I am pa.rhcularly
indebted to the .polite attention of your friend, Count
d¢Estaing. He is at Pasgy, enjoying otium cum dignitate.
There is a singular taste displayed in-the ornaments of his
house. ‘The very walls (like Portius in Addison’s Cato)
are ambitiously- sententious, and show that they do not
belong to an ordmary man. :

I am, dear sir, with great esteem .and attachment,

.-Your most obedient and very humble servant,
. . v .+ Jomw Jav.

To ROBERT R. LIVINGETON.
. . Paris, 13th August, 1782.

DEear Ronln'r,

Almost ever since my arrival here I have Mad, and still
have, a sick family. The epidemic disorder which has
spread through the northern part of Europe has been severe
opon us. - I am free from it at present, but it has taken from.
me some flesh and much strength. Mrs. Jay has frequent
attacks of an irregular intermitting fever, and our little girl
is not yet wholly out of danger.

Your letter of the 22d May, and the one enclosed with it
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from your good mother, contain the first advices I received
of my father’s death. My last letter from Frederick was
of an earlier date. ‘That intelligence was not unexpected.
I wish I had been with him ; but it is a temporary separa-

tiom, and T.am remgned It has added to the number of my
inducements to walk in hu steps, and théreby arrive at the
same home.

-1 feel very sensibly for Peter and Nancy. - They are ever
in my thoughts. I thank you sincerely for becoming my
agent. Dr. Franklin had paid me nine months’ salary a
féw days before your letters arrived, and too great a part
of it was pre-engaged to admit of my repaying it and wait-
ing for bills.

I must request the favour of you fo pay twenty pounds
York money to Miss Kitty Livingston. on account of my
little ‘boy, and one hundred and fifty pounds like money to
Frederick, Peter, and Nancy,—to each fifty pounds. Ar-
range this through Mr. Benson. I hear my father has

_ given some of the servants free, and that some other of the
older ones have been put out. - Old servants are sometimes
neglected. Desire Mr. Benson to keep an eye over them,
and not let any of them want; and for that purpose, place
fifty pounds in his hands, which he ‘will apply according to
his discretioh, as necessity may, from time to time, require,
He must also reimburse himself for any expenses he may
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TO ROBERT MORRIS.
Paris, 13th October, 1783.
My Dzar Sm,

Wherever and however occupied, I remember my friends,

and always find my own satisfaction promoted when I have

‘reason to think that I am. conducing to theirs. This has
led me to make your sons the subject of this letter. It is
an interesting one ‘to you, and therefore not indifferent
to me.

On my arrival here, I found ‘them placed in a persion at
Passy. My daughter was ill with a whooping-cough, and,
lest your sons should catch it, we-denied ourselves the plea-
sure of having them with us until after that obstacle had
ceased. I have frequently seen them at Dr. Franklin’s, as
well as at my own house. They had promised to dine with
us every Wednesday, but Mr. Ridley prolonged it to every
other Wednesday. They are fine boys, and appear to pos-
sess a full share of natural talents. Iam told that they
have made a progress in French proportionate to the time
they have been learning it. Of this I am not an adequate
judge myself, and therefore must depend on the judgment
of others. The pension at which they are has been so far
well enough; but I think, with Mr. Ridley, that a better is
to be’ wished for, and to be sought. He is at present
making the necessary inquiries, and I have every reason to
believe that the trust you have reposed in him will be con-
scientiously and faithfully executed.

Mr. Rxdley finds it difficult to decide on the expediency
of carrying them to Geneva ; and, from what I have heard,
I think he has reason to entertain doubts on that head. As
1 have no materials to judge from but the report of others,
and those perhaps not altogether well-founded, it is diffi-
cult for me to form a decided opinion on the subject. I
can only say, that I have heard more against it than for it.

My opinion may perhaps seem singular, and the more so



104 - - LIFB OF JOHN JAY.

as it cannot be properly explained in the compass of a letter.
-1 think the youth of every free civilized country should, if
possible, be educated in it, and not permitted to travel out
of it till age has made them so cool and firm as to fetain
their national and moral impressions. Connexions formed
at school and college have-much influence, and are to be
watched even at that period. If judiciously formed, they
will often endure and be advantageous through life. Ameri-
can .youth may possibly form proper, and perhaps useful,
friendships in European seminaries, but I think not so prob-
_ably as among their fellow-citizens, with whom they are to
grow up, whom it will be useful for them to know and be
early known to, and with whom they are to be engaged in
the business of active life, and under the eye and direction
of parents whose advice, authority, and example are fre-
quently of more worth than the lessons of hireling pro-
fessors, particularly on the subjects of rehglon, morahty,
virtue, and prudence. .

‘The fine, and some of the useful, arts may doubtless be
better acquired in Europe than America, and so may the
living "European- languages ;.but when I consider that &
competent knowledge even of these may be gained in-our
country, and that almgst all of the more substantial and
truly valuable acquirerhents may, in my opinion, with more

facility and certainty be attained there than here, I do net
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favourable light.. " You shall have frequent ' letters-from me
en this subject;. andwhﬂelremunhere,yenmybe
md of my eonsw,nt attentions to these promm‘ngeboys.

~ < Iamgdearm, ..

. With great‘.e:tean and regard, e
.- .,~'. Yonra&chomtefmndandnervut,
T~ .-j, .o Coeat Jonx JA'!

-ro oovvnnm nonu. ;-.'-‘-'.‘ Cen

' - Pul-, nu: Oct., ms
'B.ln. Monh, s
1 have- received. your futma lente letter, but. w:sh u had :

been. at Ieut .partly.ip cipher; you need. not bo inforined of
niy-reasons for the.wish, as by thig time ygu must know
that seals ,are, oa this side of .the water,.rather watters of
decorauon than of ‘use, 1t gave'me nevertheless gmat

to recelve that letter, it bemg the first from you
that ‘hadd " reached. me,.the Lord knows when.”. Lfind you
are industrious, and of -consequenge; useful ; somuch the.
better for yonmq)i; for the-public, and, for.our friend ‘Morris,

- whom 1 oolmde.ra.s 'the. pillar of Ament:an. gredit. s
: The king of\Great Britaiy, By letters’ patent under the
great ‘seal, has. anthonzad Mr. Oswald 'to- treat . with the
eommxgsjaners of . tbe Unjted States of America. His first
commission literglly pursued the enabling act, and the au. |
thority it gave him,was expressed in the very terms of that .
act,.viz to treat with. the colonies, and with any. or either .
of them; and any part of them, and with any description of
men in them,'and wnth any persou whauoever, of and con-

cerning peace, &c. . .

Had I not vwlated the’ instructions. of Congress. their-
dignity would have been‘in the dust;.for the French min-.
ister even took paing, not onlyeto. persuade us to treat under
that commissiony but to-prevent: the second, by telling Fitz-"
berbert that the first was suﬁclent. Itold the minister that

VOL. n.—o - . R )
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we ‘neither. could nor would' treat with any nation.in the
world om-any .other than on’an equal footing; .

- We. .may ahd we may not have a peace this 'winter
Act as if the war would gertaigly. continue. . Keep proper
garrisops in your sxrong posts ; .and preserve your army
suﬁicxendy,numerbus,. and. well appomted until every. ideg
of hostility and surprise shall have complefe]y ) yanished. . -
. I-cowd wrjte you a-volume, but my health adnut.s iny,

: .of short intervalg of. application. -

Present.my best’ wishes to Mr. and- Mas. Marns, and

such other of. our friends as may: ask-how: we do.. - .
. "+ I am, dear Mornis, -

A A Very much‘your fnend,

L e JOIIIJAY.-

¥

0w

SN e e . ot s P .
L4 -

el L m.u aroimn wmmmrom )
RO ’ .- chphnck'h Polnt(qnthoﬂnﬂlm).;
- «,"‘.4_.‘ : 'I-lBlhOcL,lm
Dnm Sk, c, Y

Not having . recéxved from” your. excellency, dunngthe
last winter ‘or ummer, the. .aeknowledgment of any.letter,
* except of my ‘pubkic despatchies ‘of October last, I appre-
bend that.some" private letters, w}nch I,have had the pleg-
‘ .' "sure of addressmg to you. since that time, have: ‘miscarried.
. 1 resume -my -pep, therefore, to repeat the ‘thanks which

e e
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Weat Indies, and the Germans to the northward. Admiral
Pigot is now. m New: York harbtr, with twenty-six- heavy -
ships, ready Wooded and watered for sea ;-but.the present
circumstances, though sontewhat equivocal, do not indicate
that New-York: wilk be. abandoried this year ; notwithstand-
ing there have beenmany repom Qnd conjectures of the
kind some weeks ago. .
- ., The Marquis De V&lldl‘llln:& s in: Bosmn ha.rbonr vn&k
twelve sail of the line (three excépted which . are ‘at
Portsmouth), hiaving “unfortunately stranded and- lost the
Magnifiqyie on egitering that.bay. But ‘Cengress have pre-
sented tg his :miost Clitistiari Majesty the ship Amenca, of
74 guns, bmlt at Portemouth, and now nearly £if for sca.)

. The changes in the British ministry, and. the ﬂuctuauon
of their councils, are the subjects of umiversal speculnﬁon.
We wait with 1m]ﬁtience to-hear the result of the megotia- -
tions,, and, not..being very sdnBujne “in. our éxpectations;
endeavour to_hold. ourselves ‘prepared- for. every -continy,
gency. I am certdin i will afford you' pleasure to_know
that‘our armiy is- bettcrﬂrgamzed disciplined, and, ¢lotlted;
than it has ben st any period” sinco the commencément of
the war.; This yodmay be assured.is the fact. :

1 shsﬂ -always be happy t6 ‘hear™ from you,: especmliy ai'

- the present important crisis of European politics ; ‘and beg
you will ‘be persuaded, that with the warmest ‘wishes and
 most respectful cémpliments to Mis.- -Yay, 1 am, with senti-
menu ,af the highest regird and esteem, . )
- Dear sir, your exce]lency s most obedlent )
..+ . And humble servant, . :
0T ~+. Geo. WASHINGTON.
70" LADY ' JULIANA PERN. - "o
* Paris, 4th Dec. » 1782,
Ishaﬂ a}ways‘be excoed'mgly happy, my lady, in every
Opportunity - of ‘confirming the favourable opinmion with
which your ladyship and the amiable friend to whom I
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" believe you allude, havé been unpressed "The misfortunes
* incident- to war are always 10 be regrettetl, apd - humanity
will 1iot cease to sympathize with'those on eitfier side, who,.

-mthout deservmg have experienced its rigours. -

+ It gives,me- pleasure to inform your ladyship, that accord-
ing to the preliminaries agreed to between Great Britain
and Amenca, Congress will. récommend in & ‘very. benevo-
lent mianner- to the. féconsideration 6f- the" differerit States, " -

"the méasures "théy have taken against certain. individdals, °
THeé nature of oyr gOVemment rendered every other mode
of revising’ those " cases ‘improper ; and as some persons

- might have much, others little, and many ho re4son to com-

plain; it ‘was the most eligible and obvieus mode of ascers
thining . the ‘merits. of each there-is alsq reasorf to- e!pect'
that whatevér undhe degrees of severity may have ‘been
infused  inta’ our laWs by a merciless war; and a ‘strong
gense of lnjunes,«wllt yield to the influence of .those" gentler .

. emotiong; which the mild and- cheerful season of pebce and
tmnquﬁhty must’  natufally excite. B
) Your ‘ladyslnp rwil,’ thesefore, see the’ necessxty as well
a8 propriety of 2pplying’ after the war, te the Legistature
of Pennsylvanla, for a reoonslderatxon of the act respecting
" your family. For my part; I believé that justice-will:be

. 'done to-all; and- Ihope that clemency and reconeiliation

" ‘will 'be refused only to thé faithless and the. cruel. The-
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e L ,Pam,luhi)mmbor.lm

Sm, .. s

" Fromour prehmxhanes and the king’s speedl, the' present '
dupbsmon and: system of the British court may, in. my
.opinion,.be collected.. Although parucular circumstances
constraiped them (o yxeld us more ihan perhapq they
‘wished, I still think they mednt to make (what they thought

would: really be) a satisfactory peace with us. .In the con-
" tinuasce of this disposition and system too much confidence
ought not to be placed, for disappointed vldence and mor-
"tified ambition ave cenmnly dangerous foundations to build
implicit ‘confidence upon 5 but I cannot forbear thinking -
that'we ought not, in the  common phrase, to’ ‘thraw cold
waser upon it by impropet exultation, extravagant demands, '
or illiberdl pubhcauons should such a ‘temper appear,
would beé wise to discoutenance jt. . It is our policy to be
independent.in the most extensive sense, and to observe a
propep distance towards all nauons,'mmdmg our qwn husi-
ness, and not ‘interféring with, or being: influenced: by, the
views of . anyfurther than they may respect us.:

Some of my colleagues flatter themselves with the proba-
bility of obtaining compensation for damages. I have-mo
dbjections to a.further trial, but I confess I doubt its suc- .
‘cess, for Britain hag no money to spare, and will think_ the
-confiscations should- sett!e .that account, for t@xey do not
. expéot that retribution will be-made to all. -

Our - affairs -have a very promiging aspect, and a little
_pruderies will secure us all that we can reasonably expect.

' The boundaries between the States should be ifimedlately
 imttled, and all causes of dissord between them removed. -
‘K 'would be'imprudent to disband the army while a foreign
oné remajns in the country; and it would ‘be equally un-
_ Wise.to permit Americans 16 spill the blood of our friends
m the ulahdl, for in all of them thera are many who wish
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us well.  The sale of. the continéntal lands would, if prop-
erly regulated and appropriated to that purpoese, foim a
fund onr which we. might borrow money, .especially if
foreigners. cguld se¢ good regson to rely:‘on our good faith,
WhICb'rby being in. certain instances vxolated has lost mueh
“of jts credit. "I allude particularly to the mterest on loan-
office certificates,and the publications in-our. papers on lhut.
Antbjéet,wincﬁdoushMmEumpe Adiew. . v

. , . I am, dear Robert, -
T .o e Your friend;
et Jomn. Jav,
i e BIRER
. o . FROM ROBERT MOERES, , .. '*
Y jo- Plnladelphm, Jm\ur]ﬂd. 1788, .
Dm S’lﬂ, :\ Ve

You have ndt heard from me 80 often a8 you hmln nght '

_to expeat. I lament, But cannet help it.. Constart employ-

ment puts it out; of my power to-do many thmgf L.wish to
do, and that &f. wyriting to.my friends is among the dumber. -
‘My.private. }etbgrs, however, cannot be of- much oonse-
“quence, and yoh rhust accept the.will for the deed.

I canpot 'take time at: present, ta yenter on any polmcal
discussions. . But you must allow me to declare my perfect
sausfacuon in and approbation of; your, condnct in Europe.’
All'who have had the opportunity of knowing what it has
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inhabitants of Versailles and Paris. My best wishes ever
-sittapd you.

* Your friend Gouvemeur writes you poht:cal letten, but -

# be tells you. nothing ef himself, it is just that I tell you,

-l\ow industrious, iow ueeful he.is.; his talents and abilities
'you know.; -they, are all -falthfully and disinterestedly
applied to the gdrvice df his’ gountry.. -F-could do nothlng
~without him, and_ 6ur joint labours de but ]nst keep the
wheeh mmcuon. o .
W -. With smcere, attachment, ’ .

o '\ e .- T'em, iny deat sie, =~ - - ..
' Xour friend and humble servant,

A Ronnn'r Moml

. \' 'romqvu nxunﬂm N
S nmn,lmxm.,xm.
. Dlu ‘Stm, . '
Accept my thanks- for_ your obhgmg-letter of the zeth
December last, which the marchioness was sp kind. as to
send me yesterday. 1 corgratulate you on your safe-arrk

val at Cadiz, and, -you have my.best wishes, that the game -

good -fortune you bave hitherto expenenced may continue
”toattendyou. o
.- The state of my health makmg a change of air and exer-
“gise advisable, I lef¥ Paris ten days ago on an excursion
,mta, Normandy. " Hence, I suppase, it has happened that
-I have- neither heard, of nor seen your lettery to Dr.
Franklin, - .,
" . If Iam pot mxstaken, a copy of the Amencan prehmma
ries has been'sent to Spain; and.1 flatter myself that Count
-de Montmorin will think them. perfectly consistent with our
engngements to our allies. It appears to me smgular that
any doubts should- be. qntertamed of American good faith ;
for as it has been tried and remains invjoldte, they.canaot
easily, be.explained on principles honpurablé to those who
entertain them. ** America has so'often repeated and reite-
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rated her profemonl and ‘assurances of regard to the treaty
alluded ta,that I hope' she will ot impair hex dxgmty by
‘makirig qny.mote of them ; ‘but leave the continued upright-
neas of Hey qandpct to inspire.that copfidence which it
seems she:dpea not yet possess,\although she bas g.lwaya
* merited. * Qo :
Our, Warmest acknowledgments -gre due to ym fouv the
'le&l you manifest-to serve " America, at ‘all times and.in all
laces but,.sir, I have lltt}e expeqtat!onethat your plan'of
a Spayish loan- will: sicceed, I. confess that Iamfaa' from
bemg anxious about it. Im-my opmlon, America can, with
1o propriety, accept favours from Sipain.. . ol
My absence.fram Paris has deprived me of the meam of
information, and therefore I cannot at present gratlfy either.”
your wishes or my‘own on that head. . God-knows whether
or not we shelt have peace.. -A variety of contradmtory\
reports dad'y reach ne, bat: they deserve. little -credit. It
» is ‘agaih, Sa)d, that Charleston is ev.acuated—-—ﬂmt ray be.
" Tt isalso said, the:epemy have:left: New-Yark; bit I ad-
. here to.my former dpinion, and do-npt bélieve a word of it.
" Mrs. Jay: writes me that Mr;:Oswald.is gore to -Eiopdon,
bug for what purpose 1 am ignorani. Thus; my dear sir,
are we held in/a state of suspepse, which nothing but time
£an remové. . I purpose to return .next week.to Paris, and. -
shall then wnté to you again:. -Adieu, . : :
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the other you wrote me was the true one, vir. that it was
. The time has been, when my writing to you would not
bave depended on such a circumstance, for you are not
mistaken in supposing that I was once your friend. I really
was, and should still have been 8o, had you not advised
Americans to desert that independence, which they had
pledged to each other their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honour to support.

The charges against you of peculation undoubtedly called
for strict and speedy inquiry; but I expected that you
would make a satisfactory defence against them. I hope
so still. :

I wil] write to Congress about your accounts as you de-
tire.- Justice certainly demands that they should be liqui-
dated and settled. '

Dr. Bancroft, some time ago, asked my opinion as to
your going to England. I told him it would be imprudent,
but not that “it would be taken il.” To my knowledge,
you was and are suspected of being in the British interest.
Such a step would have strengthened that suspicion, and at
that interesting period would have countenanced harsh
conjectures as to the motives and objects of your journey,
which for my part I could not divine. . Perhaps the suspi-
cion I mention is new to you; if so, the information is
important. - :

Before this will come to your hands, and you could after-
ward get to London, t:he above mentioned objections . will
be weakened ; and as circumstances press your going, it is
probable you will venture. Let me advise you to be pru-
dent, and to be cautious what company you keep, and what
Conversation you hold in that country.

1 write thus plainly and fully, because I still indulge an
idea, that your head may have been -more to blame than
Your heart; and that in some melancholy desponding hour,
the disorder of your nerves infected your opinions and your

YoL. IL.—P :
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pen. God grant that this may prove to have been the
case, and that I may yet have reason to resume my former
opinion, that you was a valuable, a virtuous, and a patriotic
man. Whenever this may happen, I will, with great and
sincere satisfaction, again become :
. Your friend,
Joun Jav.

TO BENJAMIN VAUGHAN, ESQ.
' . Paris, 28th March, 1783.
Dear Sin,

Whence came the idea, that the moment a minister loses
a question in parliament, he must be displaced ! That kings
should adopt such a maxim is not very unnatural, but that
a free parliament should think an influential dictator over
them necessary to the government of the kingdom, seems
rather a new opinion. Perhaps it arose gradually-from the
practices of the court and the decay of public v1rtue during
the last hundred years.

So far as the peace respects France and America, I am
persuaded it was wise in Britain to conclude it. The
cessions to France are not, in my opinion, extravagant;
and the terms settled with America, by removing all causes
of future variance, certainly lead to conciliation and friend-
ship.
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eme, and one that will for ever do honour to the extent and
policy of his views, and to those of the administration
under whose auspices it was formed. For my own part,
however, I think that America necd not be exceedingly
anxious about the matter; for it will be in our power to
derive from a navigation act of our own, full as many
advantages as we should lose by the restrictions of your
laws. ‘ v

The objections drawn from your treaties with Russia,
&c. appear to me weak, and have been answered; but
why not give them similar terms on similar conditions?
They furnish you with raw materials chiefly, and you them
with manufactures only. The gain, therefore, must be
yours. With respect to carriage and navigation, they stand
in a very different predicament from us.

~ As to the tories who have received damage from us, why
o much noise about them, and so little said or thought of
whigs whd have suffered ten times as much from these same
tories, not to mention the desolations of an unjust and licen-
tious war.

‘We forget our sufferings, and even agree to recommend
to favour a set of men, of whom very few would consider
the having their deserts in the light of a blessing. How
does reciprocity stand in this account?

Some, it seems, think that New-York should be retained
as arod to drive us on in this business of the torics. Strange
that the idea of driving us should still be entertained. 1
pledge myself to you that, should such a design be adopted
and become apparent, the refugees will get nothing, and the
progress of reconciliation will be as slow as the warmest
Gallican could wish.

1 hear there is to be a Congress here ; that is, that Britain
and France have requested the two imperial courts to send
mediatorial ambassadors here for the purpose of being
witnesses to the execution of the definitive treaties ;—a very
important errand, no doubt, and very complimentary to
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those sovereigns. Is it probable that a Congress should be
called for that poor, single, simple purpose? Why your
court agreed to it is hard to conceive.

. I have written to my countrymen, that Lord Shelburne’s
system respecting them appeared to me to be liberal and
conciliatory, but that his hesitations about avoiwing .the
acknpwledgment of our independence discouraged exten-
sive confidence without further facts. I always think it
best to be candid and explicit. I hope we shall soon be in
the full possession of our country and of peace, and as we
expect to have no further cause of quarrel with Great
Britain, we can have no inducement te wish or to do her
injury ; on the contrary, we may become as sensible to her
future good offices as we have becn to her former evil
ones. A little good-natured wisdom often does more in
politics than mugh slippery craft. By the former, the French
acquired the esteem and gratitude of America, and by the,
latter, their minister is impairing it.

Thus I have written you a hasty letter. Since the
" receipt of yours, until this moment, I have been promising
myself the pleasurc of paying you a visit. I now find it
probable that I shall be detained here some time longer.

Mrs. Jay charges me to say civil things to you. You are
a favourite of hers, and deserve to be so of everybody.
Our little girl is well, dnd when able to speak, shall be taught
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TO ROBERT MORRIS.
. Paris, 8th April, 1783.
Dear Sm, :

Permit me to introduce to you a gentleman who is going
to help you to pay taxes, and to participate in the liberties
which render them necessary, viz. Mr. Joshua Grigley. .
Mr. B. Vaugban writes me that this gentleman has consid-
erable property, which you know will’ qualify him for the
first, and that he has also much virtue and merit, which will
enable him to sustain, as well as to enjoy, the latter. Thus;
you see, he will be an addition to our collective property
and respectability, and, consequently, cames naturally within
your two departments of financier and patriot.

But you have also another department to which I must
take the liberty of recommending this gentleman. He is a
friend of Mr. Vaughan—he is a gentleman-—he is a stranger
—he is young. I know you too well to enlarge, or to add
any thing except an assurance, with which I could, with as
little hesitation, conclude my days as my letter, viz. that I
am, with great esteem and affectionate regard,

- Dear sir, your friend and servant,
Jonn Jav.

TO PRANCIS CHELD.*
, . Puu. 11th May, 1788, -
Dnn Fraxx,

. Your letter of the 1st of January last was delivered to
me yesterday, and gives me pleasure. You do well to look
forward to the means of exercising your profession to
advantage. You shall.continue to have my aid and pro-
tection, in such measure and scason, as circumstances may
render proper and expedient. - i

* Mr. Francis Child was an indigent boy, who had been educated at Mr.
Jay’s expense. The press mentioned in this letter was obtained, and on it
Mr. Child printed the first daily newspaper published in the city of New-
York after the revolgtion.
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You belong to a large and helpless family, and I wish to
see you as.able, as I hope you would be willing, to provide
for them. , ,

I think with you, that on, the evacuation of New-York,
you may set up a press there with a good prospect of suc-
cess. On speaking to Dr. Franklin yesterday about it, he
told me that when the enemy left Philadelphia, they.carried
from thence to New-York, a printing-press of his, and_that
it is mow.in the possession of one Robinson, a printer, at
New-York. As by the provisional treaty the British forces
are not to carry away any effects of the inhabitants, this
press may perhaps be recovered. The Dr. has desired me
to prepare a letter of attorney for the purpose, to some per-
son in New-York, and in case it should be restored, will
lend it to you. I shall immediately think of furnishing you

*with.some types, and Dr. Frankkn has -promised his assist-
ance, so that you may 'soon expect to hear from me again
about these matters. In the mean time, write a letter of
thanks to the Dr. for his kind attention.

I must remind you that you should extend your applica-
tion beyond the mere mechanical part of your business.
You will have to compose as well as to print, and you
should, take pains not only to store your mind with useful
knowledge, but also to acquire the talent of writing in a

clear, concise, and décurate style. Remember too, that an
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TO GEORGE WASHINGTON.

Passy, 13th June, 1783,
My Dear Sm,

I have, within these few days past, read and admmed
your address to the army, and their proceedings in conse-
quence of it. Such instances of patriotism are rare, and
* Ameriea must find it difficult to express, in adequate terms,
the gratitude she owes to both. - Such:a degree of glory,
so virtuously acquired, and so decently sustained, is as
new as our political constellation, and will for ever glve
lustre to it. May every blessing be yours.

Mr. Hartley has just informed me that orders have been
sent to the British commandge-in-chief to evacuate the
United States. Our attention will then, I hope, be turned

to the preservation and improvement of what we have'

gained ; and a sense of the importance of that task leads

me to wish that the execution of it may be facilitated by

‘your counsels and application.
With perfect esteem and affection,
I am, dear sir,
l our most okedient servant,
Jomn Jnr

TO MRS. M. LIVINGSTON.
Pauy, 12th July, 1788,
Dear MADAX,
" I'have long been accustomed to hear, and 1 mlght add ,
read, so much in which the heart has no concern, that the
few letters like yours which reach me, are pamcularly
welcome.

The peace appears to me, as it does to you, to be season-
able as well as advantageous; and I sincerely join with
you in ascribing-that and every other of our blessings to
the Supreme Author of all the good that ever was and
ever w1ll be in the world. :

"
L
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As your letter is of the 12th April, and as I have re-.
ceived others dated late in May, which meption nothing of
my sister; I.indulge some little hope that she is still alive;

"if 8o, Ishall be very thankful; if not, God’s will be done:

To her, this world has not ‘beén a paradise. -Her leaving it
will_be a misfortune to the few who knew her worth, and

.o whom she was attached. She will have reason to re-

joice in the change. I feel most sensibly for the effect it
would have on my brother; it would double the pressure
of all his afflictions. _God grant him resignation, and per-
mit me ta return soon to comfort him. He has every right
to expect it from me, and if my life be spared, he.shall not,

be disappointed. 1 cannot proceed. e
, God bless you, my dear madam ;
I am, your affectionate and humble servant, -
Jomx Jav.

.” TO, GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. _
- Passy, 17th July, 1783.
Dear Monms, .

By this time, I suppose there is much canvassmg for
fortign appointments. I thank you for thinking of me, but
as ] mean to return in the spring, your arrangements, so
far as respects me, must be altered- Upon this point I am
decided, and beg of "you to tell my friends so.
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should send a minister forthwith to England. The French

ambassador at Petersburg has thrown cold water on

Dana’s being received before a peace.

* The ministers of this court are qualified to act the part

of Proteus. The nation, I think, is with us, and the king

seems to be well disposed. Adieu.

’ : Yours, sincerely,

Jorn Jav.

TO GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON. ,
. Passy, 19th July, 1789,
DEar Sin,

On the -1st instant, I had the pleasure of receiving your
favour of the 21st May last.

I am happy to hear that the provisional articles meet
with general approbation. The tories will doubtless cause
some difficulty, but that they have always done, and as this
will probably be the last time, we must make the best of it.
A universal indiscriminate condemnation and expulsion of
these people, would not redound to our honour, because so
harsh a measure would partake more of vengeance than of
justice. For my part, I wish that all except the faithless
and the cruel may be forgiven. That exception would
indeed extend to very few ; but even if it applied to the
case of one only, that one ought, in my opinion, to be
saved. ,

The reluctance with which the States in general pay the
necessary taxes, is much to be-regretted ; it injures both
their reputation and interest abroad, as well as at home,
and tends to cherish the hopes and speculations of those -
who wish we may become and remain an unimportant,
divided people. The rising power of America is a serious
object of apprehension to more than one nation, and every
event that may retard it will be agreeable to them. A
continental, national spirit should therefore pervade our
country, and Congress should be enabled, by a grant of the

VOL. I.—Q
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necéssary powers, to regulate the commerce and-general
oomcerns of the confederacy; and we should remember
that to be constantly prepared for war, is the only way to
have peace. The Swiss on the one hand, and the Dutch
‘on the other, bear testimony to the truth of this remark.
The general and the army have, by their late moderation,
done themselves infinite honour ; and it is to be hoped that

.the States will not only be just, but generous to those brave

and virtuous citizens. America is at present held in a very
respectable point of view, but as the eyes of the world are
upon her, the continuance of that consideration will depend
on the dignity and wisdom of her conduct. ’

I mean to return next spring. My health is somewhat
better.

1 am, dear sir,
Your affectionate and humble servant,
Jouxn Jav.

FROM COLONEL ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
s Philadelphia, 25th Jaly, 1788,
. DEAR Srm, : :
Though I have not performed my promise of writing to
you, which I made you when you left this country, yet 1
have not the less interested myself in your welfare and

suceess. I have been witness with pleasure to every event
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the time was come when thinking men began to be seriously
alarmed at the internal embarrassments and exhausted state,
of this country. The New-England people talk of making
you an annual fish-offering, as an acknowledgment of your
exertions for the participation of the fisheries.

We have now happily. concluded the great work of
independence,: but much remains to be done to reap the
fruits of it. -Our prospects are not flattering. Every day
proves the inefficacy of the present confederation, yet the

common danger being removed, we are receding instead

of advancing in a disposition to amend its defects. The
road to popularity in each State is to inspire jealousies of
the power of Congress, though nothing can be more appa-

rent than that they have no power; and that for the want

of it,-the resources of the country during the war could
not be drawn out, and we at this moment exper;cace all
the mischiefs of a bankrupt and ruined credit. ‘It is to be
hoped that when prejudice and folly have run themselves

out of breath, we may return to reason and correct our

€rrors.

After having served in the ﬁeld during the war, I have

been making a short apprenticeship in Congress; but the
evacuation of New-York approaching, I am preparing to
take leave of public life, to enter into the practice of the
law. Your country will continue to demand your services
abroad. I beg you to present me most respectfully to Mrs.
Jay, and to be assured of the affection and esteem of,

‘Dear sir,

- Your obedient servant,

~ Avzxanper Hamivton.
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TO ROBERT MORRIS.
Paisy, 20th Jaly, 1788.

DEear Six,
- By Capt. Barney I was favoured with yours of the 31st

May. By this time I hope you will have received several
letters from me, which were then on the way. Want of
health has long made much writing pamful to me, so that
my letters in general are short. -

My Jaunt to Normandy did me some service, but less
than I expected. The pure air of this place has been use-
ful to me. The pain in my breast has abated, and I have
had no fever since 1 came here, which was about six weeks
ago.

Gouverneur is happy in your esteem; it adds to mine
for him. I have long been attached to-him, and sincerely
wish that our friendship, instead of being diminished, may
continue to gain strength with time.

Your intended resignation alarmed me, and would have
been fpllowed with ill consequences to our affairs. I rejoice
that you continue in office, and by no means regret that it
will be less in your power than inclination to retire soon.
I am well aware of the difficulties you will continue to ex-
perience. Every man so circumstanced must expect them.
Your office is neither an easy nor a pleasant -one to execute,
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plies. The minister has said, it was easy to be a financier
and draw bills, when others provided the funds to pay them.
At another time, he intimated that his court was not treated
with a proper degree of delicacy on that subject, and said,
“that you treated them as your cashiers.” A French
officer from America, who is a friend of yours, told me that
La Luzerne and Marbois were not pleased with the ma,li-.
ner of your applications to them about money matters. I
mention these facts, because it may be useful for you to
know them. ‘

The loan in Holland goés on, and from that quarter your
bills must be saved, if at all. Mr. Adams set out for Am-
sterdam the day before yesterday, and will push on that
busiress. If the Dutch began to draw benefit from our
trade, they would lend more cheerfully.

The British ministry have not yet authorized Mr. Hartley
to consent to any thing as to commerce. They amuse him
and us, and deceive themselves. I told him yesterday that
they would find us like a globe ; not to be overset. ' They
wish to be the only carriers between their islands and other
countries ; and though, they are apprized of our right to
regulate our trade as ‘'we please, yet I suspect they flatter
themselves that the different States possess too little of -a
national or continental spirit, ever to agree in any one
national system. I think they will find themselves mis-
taken, ’- : ’

Believe me to be, dear sir, .
Your afectionate friend,
- Jonn Jav.

'
FPROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Passy, Sept. 10th, 1783.
Sm,

I have received a letter from a very respeotable person
in Amerioa, containing the follawing words, viz :—
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«It.is confidently reported, propagated, and believed by
some among us, that the Court of France was at bottom
against our obtaining the fishery and territory, in that great
extent in which' both are secured to us by the treaty ; that
our minister at that court favoured, or did not oppose, this
~ design against us; and that it was entirely owing fo the
firmness, sagacity, and disinterestedness of Mr. Adams,
with whom Mr. Jay united, that' we have obtained those
important advantages.”

' .

. It is hot my purpose to dispite any share of the honour

. of that treaty, which the friends of my colleagues may be
disposed to give them ; but having now spent fifty years of
my life in public offices and trusts, and having still one am-
bition left, that of carrying the character of fidelity, at least,
to the grave with me, I cannot allow that I was behind any
of them in zeal and- faithfulness. I therefore think that I
ought not to suffer an accusation, which falls little short of
treason to my country, to pass without notice, when the
means of effectual vindication are at hand. You, sir, was
a witness of my conduct in that affair. To you and my
other colleagues I appeal, by sending to each a similar letter
“with this ; and I have no doubt of your readiness to do a
brother-commissioner justice, by certificates that will en-
tirely destroy the effect of that accusation. 1 have the




MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE. 127

I have no reason whatever to believé that you was
averse to our obtaining the full extent of boundary and
fishery secured.to us by the treaty. Your conduct respect-
ing them throughout the negotiation indicated a strofig and
a steady attachment to both these objects, add . in my
opinion; promoted- the attainment of them.

. I remember that in a conversation which Mr. de Raynea
‘val, the first secretary of Count de Vergennes, had with
you and me, in the summer of 1782, ‘you contended for
our full right to the fishery, and argued it on various
principles.

Your letters to me, when in Spain, considered our terri-
tory as extending to the Mississippi, and expressed your
opinion against ceding the navigation of that river in very
strong and pointed terms.

In short, sir, I do not recollect the least difference in sen-
timent between us respecting the boundaries or fisheries ;
on the contrary, we were unanimous and united in ad-
bering to and.insisting on them, nor did I ever perceive the
least disposition in either of us to recede from our claims,
or be satisfied with less than we obtained. -

I bave the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,

Sir,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,’
Jonn Javy.

TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.
- Passy, 12th Sept., 1783.
Dear Roserr,

At your-farm with your family, in peace, and in plenty,
how happy is your situation! I wish you may riot have
retired too soon. It is certain you may do much good
where you are, and perhaps in few things more than in'im-
pressing by precept, influence, and example, the'indispensa-
ble necessity of rendering the continental and State govern-
mentsé vigorous and orderly.
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Europe hears much, and wishes to hear more of divisions,
seditions, violences, and confusions among us. 'The tories
are generally and greatly pitied, more indeed than they de-
serve. The indiscriminate expulsion and ruin of that whole
class and description of men, would not do honour to our
magnanimity or humanity; especially in the opinion of those
nations who consider with more astonishment than pleasure
the terms of peace which America has obtained. . General
Washington’s letter ‘does him credit as a soldier, patriot,
and Christian. 1 wish his advice may meet with the
attention it merits,

Mr. Hartley is gone to London, and expects ‘soon to re-

turn and resume the discussion' of commercial regulations,

&c. He has assured us officially, that Britain is not re-
solved to adhere to the line marked. out in their proclama-
tion respecting the West India trade. I doubt their
knowing themselves what they mean to do. In my opinion,
we should adhere to exact reciprocity with all nations, and
were we well united, they would yield to it. He assured
us, also, that orders were gone for the evacuation of New-
York. " C

We have had much ¢ool weather lately, and I find my-
self the better for it.” All the people are running after air-

. globes. The invention of them may have many conse-

quences, and who knows but travellers may hereafter liter-
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’ )
‘. TO Omm SCHUYLER. s

’ *" Passy, 16th Sept.,lm '
Dnl. Sm, ,
The day .before yesterday L was &voured ’mth your
friendly letter of 1st July,

To whatevet cause the suspension of our correspondence
may . have been owing, I am persuaded ‘that it did not
ongmaw either with you or with me. How far my con-
jectures on that shbject. may be*well founded, wlll be agsoer-
tained when we meet. -

Had your reason for retmng been lec! u.rgent -than that of
ill health, I should have thought it premature. While gov-
ernment remains relaxed, and the laws have yet.to acquire
a due degree of respect.and obedience, -men of talents,
-weight, and influence should exert themselves to- establish
and maintain constitutionsl] authority and subordination. -

No.less wisdom 2nd perseverance is necessary to pee-

_werve and secure whit: we have gaingd, than were requisits
in the acquisition ;. and eipenence informs ys that irternal
commotions and confusion are as injurious to the peace and -

. bappiness. of society, as war and enemies from abroad.
Well-ordered governmeat is essential to the duration and
enjoyment of the tranquillity and leisure you promise: your-
self at Saratoga, and therefore domestic ag well as publie

® considerations ¢all upon you for such a degree of attention
to these subjects as your health will admit of-

I hope and expect-next sumtier tg return. Naot only my
family and my private concerns requjre it, but. also the
principles which led me into public life. But.if, on my
return, I find it -my duty to devote more of ‘my time 15 the
public, they shall have. it,- though renrement is what I
ardently desire.

I am not-surprised that men of certain charwters should
censure the terms of peace. There- are men who ‘view

YOL.IL—R - .. . :
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subjects only on the dark side; there are others who find
fault to show.their ‘discernment; and we meet with some
whdse opinions-are wholly decided by ideas of convehience
and personal polmcs I am happy, however, to hear that
the great majority | are content. +In the oprmon of Euere,
‘hey have great reason to be so.
. Your affectionate and yery kumble serva.m,

' . . * Jomn Jav.

" 70 GOUVERNEUR uomug
. Pusy, 24th Sepumbu, 178,

. Dmn Mognrs;

* The sight of yeur friendly letter of the 25th of July last,
and of those it recommends, gave me. much jpleasure.
Marks of remembfance from old acquaintances,’dnd the
spciety of feliow—cmzens in a foreign country, exéite agree-
able sensations. I have, as yet, met with neither men nor
things on this side of the water which #bate my predilec-
tion, or, if you please, my prejudices in favour of those on
the other. 1 have but few attachments in Europe much
- stronger, than those we sometimes feel -for an accidental
fellow-traveller, or for & good inn and a civil lab,dbrd.
We leave our approbation, and good wishes, and a cermll

degree of regard with thern, by way- of paying that part, cl"\%_.l

the reckoning and travelling expenses which nioney cannot
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othrers as related to me only in the more dxstant and adyen- ‘
titious degrees. . .

I am glad my letter- by Mr Gngby guve you reason o
infer an alteration for the better in the state of my héalth,
because L flatter myself it afforded -pleasure to my friends.
. The fact is, that.my disorder has been gradually declining:
ever since I left the city; but althoagh the pdin-in my
breast has diminished, it still continues, and daily. tells roe
memento mori. AS to the fevéer which the influenza left
me, it has at last, thank God, taken its leavé. During all
my sickness, I have been happy in prsservmg a constant
flow of spmts and «cheerfilness, that agreeable companjon,
has never' forsaken me.. I hope a -trip to Bath will so
patch up.my *house of clay” as to render it tenantabls
a good wln}e longer a tharough- repair | do not pmmlso
myself;

. Your account of my son pleases me. I e.xpect and wish
to.see him next summer; for it is time'to lay the}onnd;-
tion of those habits and principles by which.I am desirous
that his conduct through life should be influenced, - Nature
has not given to children any instinctive affections for their
parents; and youth, that fair season of virtue and ingenu-
ousness, presents the only opportunity for our perfectly
giining their hearts. This conspires with a great variety of
other considerations to call me horhe; and I should not ba
satisfied with myself if I prolonged my excursion fromi prie
vate life beyond the term which, for public reasons, I at first
prescribed it. - When a man’s conduct ceases to be uniform
and consistent, it ceases to be proper. My little girls are
well, and their- mother is not much otherwise. So mych .
for domestic matters; now for a few lines on politics.

While there are knaves and fools in the world, there will
be wars in it; and that nations should make war.against
nations is less surprising- than their hvmg in uninterrupted’
peace and harmony. '

You have hea.rd'tha.uheOttommdemnanempmsm

=
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_ on the: point of unsheathing the sword. The objects of the
contest ar¢ more easy to discern than the issue ; but if Russin
stiould extend her navigation 't Constanunople, we may be
" thb.better forit. ' That circumstance is an additional rHo-
tive to our fon'nmg a treaty of- commerce with het. Your
commercial mdgeogmpluc_a} knowledge render it unnecesr’
sary for me to enlarge on this subject. - But whatever. we
ay have t0' do abrodd, it is of little consequence when
compared to what we have to do at home.. .

"1 am. gerfectly.convinced that no time is to be Igtt in
ruising end maintaining a national spirit in América. Power
L0 govern the confederacy, as to ali general purposes, should
be granteil and exercised.” The governments of the different
gtates should be wound up, and become vigorous. America
is bebeld tvith jealousy, and jealousy is.seldom idle. Settle
your boundayies without delay. It is better that-some
amproper lijts should be {ixed, than any left in dispute.
Is & word,, every thing conducive to union and gonstitu-
tionial energy of governmeht should be cultivated, cherished,
and pretécted, and all. counsels and measuges-of a contrary.
eomplexion -should at least be suspected of impolitic 'views
and’objects,

~*The'rapid progress of luxury at Phlladelphn is a fréquent
topic of contyersation here ; and what is a little rergarkable,
I have not heard a single person speak of it in terms of
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‘ave been both interesting and ggreeable. I had heard of
your marriage, and it gave me pléasure,; as well because it
added 2o _your happiness, as because it tended to fix your
residence in a Stite, of whxch I longenshed you-to be, and
Yemain a citizen. :

-The cliaracter and tafents of delegates to Congress duly
become more and more important, and I regret your.decli-
ning that appointment at this interesting .period.- Respect,
however, is due to the consideratiops which influence yous
but as they-do not oppose your- accepting a-place in- the

" Legislature, I hope the public will ‘still contihue to derive
advantage from your-services. Much remains to be dom,
and labqurers do not abdund. .

I am happy to hear that the terms of peacg, and the-cos
dugt of your: negotiators, give general satisfaction; but
there are some g' our countrymen, it .seems, who are -not
content, and that toe with an .article which 1 thmlght tobe
very unexccptionable, viz. the one- ascertaining ouf bounda-
ries. Perhaps those gentlemen are latitudinarians. * - - -

“. The American newspapers, for some months past, contain

- advices; that do us hdrm. .Violences, and assocxatwm_
sgaingt the teries; pay an ill compliment to:government,
apd-impeach our good faith in the opiniohs of some, and’ our
magnanimity in the opinions of many. Our reputation
also suffers from the apparent reluctange to taxes, and the
‘ease with which we incur debts without providing: for their
payment. The complamu of the army——the jeglousies
respecting Congress—the ' circumstances which¢ induced
their ]eavmg Philadelphia—and the too little appearance of
a pational spirit, pervading, uniting, and invigorating the
confederacy, are considered as omens: which portend the
diminution of ‘our respectabllity, power, and felicity. I
hope that, as the wheel turns round, other and’ better indi-
cations will soon appear. I am persuaded -that' ‘America
-possesm too much wisdom and virtue to permit her bhlhant
prolpectq to fade away for. the want of either. Bat, whate



134 * _.LIPR OF JOHN JAY.

ever.time may produce, tertain it is, that our reputat.ion
and our affairs suffer from present appearances.
"Fhe-tories are-as much pitied in these countries as, they
are execrated .in ours, An undue degree of severity -
.towards thern would, therefore, be impolitic as well -ag
’ unjustifisble. They who-inclme to involve that wholeclass -
“of men in mdlscnmmate punishment and ruin, certamly“
carry the’ nmatter toa far. It would .be an-instapce-of un-
Décessary rigour,. and unmanly Tevenge, without a parallel,
* except in the ‘annals of religious rage, in times of bigotry
" sind blindness. ~What does it signify where nine-tépths of
theve people are buried 1 - I would rathex see the sweat-of
- their brows féruilzmg our fields- than those &f-our- neigh=
boars, i, which it' would certainly water thoge seeds of
hatred, which,’ if- so. cultivateéd, may -produce a.uhedge of
thorns .against ws. Shall all be pardoned then?: By.no
. meams. -Banish- and confiscate the estates of such of .
"them as have been either falthless or cruel and forgive
" therest. - . “ed :
Vsctory and petice shduld in my opinion, - be followad by.
clemency, moderation, and benevolence, and ws should be
careful not-to sully the glory of the revolution by licentions.
ness and cruelty. <. These are my sentiments, and however
unpopular they may-be, I have not the jeast desire to con~

ceal or disguise them.




‘MISCELLANEOUS ‘CORRESFONDENCE. 186

friends suffer irreparable injury if you are indisposed to
wme, those who write so well should write often, and
even your short letters say so much in so few words, that
it is impossible not to wishJor them, if longer ones cannot
be'had. I-acknowledge ‘the force-of all your.observations
on iy intended resignation, and know the necessity of per-
severance so leng as there is a prospect of being, useful ;
but you ' must 4lso acknowledge that it'is folly mtl;e eX=
treme to’ continue. in the drudgery of office .after ‘you.se¢
clearly that the public cannot. be benefittd; your- own
' affairs suffering; your feelings daily- wounded, and your
reputation endangered by the malice and misrepresentation
. of envious and designing men: During the war, 1. was
determined fo go through with the work I bad undertaken,
and although my resignation was ‘made before the signing -
of the provisional treaty was known, yet ] made-no hesita-
tion‘to deslare to a’ committee of Congreu, that if the war
lasted I would contihue. The war, however, ceased—
Congress. feared to dismiss thejr- army without some pays,
they* had not money, and could only nrake paymeyt by
_paper anticipation, and even this could:not be effetad
without .Iny assistance. I -was urged to continue; and
forced into that anticipation: - “The army was: dispersed,
and since their departure, the men who urged these mease
ures most, and who are-eternally-at war with honour and
integrity, have been continualy employed in devising
measures—-to prevent my being able to fulfil my engage-
ments, in hopes of - effecting. my ruin in case of failure. - I
must, however, in justice.to the majority of Congress,
which has ever been composed of honest men, declare that
the faction I allude to.is bat incomsiderable in numl'iera,
although they make themselves_ of same consequence by
this assiddity. . You know the ****, &c.: I should disre~
gard these men - tetally, if* I- found a dlsposmon in the
-several Legwlatures to support hational- faith, credit, and
charaeter; but, unhappily, there is at present.a t6tal inat-
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tentian on their parts. I am, however, persuaded; that
sooner or later; the good sense of Amerita will prevail, and
that our governments will bé intrusted in the hands of men
whose principles will lead them fo do justice, and. whose
mdersm.ndmgs will teach the. value of national tredit.
This tay bé too long in. coming td pass, at - {éast for me,
and, therefore §ou may rest_ assured, that I quit -all puklio
employ the homent my engagements ate fulfilled. - "
“The court-of France having refused the ast sum asked,
£ do not wish to.trouble them furthier. Iam not sensible
of having at any time made an improper application, ither
. a8 to 3ubstance or manner.. Those who aresolicited in
such cases, are in the situation to make whatever objeetions
ﬁey find convenient. 1 wish, however, that the’ mihistbrs
in France were sensible of one truth, which is, that my ad-
ministration-either'saved them a good deal of money, or a
great deal of disgrace ;. for if Ihad not undertaker.it when
1 did, they must either have advanced ten times the. amount
Lreceived, or have deserted America, aftér having "under’
taken lier cause, and perhaps-have been obliged to subscribe
to very indifferent terms of peace for themselves.. . .
At is happy 4or me that the loan iri Holland stepped in to
our relief, affer the refusal. of the court to grant the ‘mode-
rate sym of §,000,000 livres as the concluding pomt. This
refusal was ill-timed and lmpohur_‘ I could shew resent-
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parts of your letters. I will endeavour to deserve them.
Ido not know whether Gouverneur writes to you by this
opportunity ; you must cherish his friendship, it is worth
possessing. He has more virtue than he shows, and more
consistency than anybody believes. He values you exceed-
ingly, and hereafter you will be very useful to each other.
Mrs. Morris will write to Mrs. Jay, and say for herself
what she has to say; though I don’t believe she will tell
her, as she does to everybody else, the high estimation in
which she holds Mrs. Jay and yourself. Permit me also,
my worthy friend, to assure you both of the sincerity of
that affection with which I profess myself
Your most obedient and humble servant,
Roszer Morms.

70 CHARLES THOMPSON, NeQ.
London, 14th November, 1788.
DEAR SIR,

I have begn here a month, and well only two days. I
came in quest of health, but “ seek and you shall find,” does
not, it seems, always extend to that of the body.

The parliament is sitting. The king’s speech and its
echoes you will see in the papers. I have not had any
gonversation on politics with either of the ministers. -In
my opinion, no plan or system of conduct respecting Amer-
ica is yet decided upon by the cabinet, in which the jarring
principles of whig and tory still strive and ferment. The
latter persuade themselves that we shall not be able to act
as a hation, that our governments are too feeble to command
respect, and our credit too much abased to recover its
reputation, or merit confidence. I hope better things. We
are not without friends in this country, but they have more
inclination than power to be friendly. We have also ene-
mies, and bitter ones. If we act wisely and unitedly, we
have nothing to fear. It is in our power finally to make a
navigation act, and prevent British vessels carrying our

YOL. 11.—8
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productions ; provided we should execute it, we would find
it of as much value as many treaties of commerce. Let
us act, however, with temper; it is more easy to make
sores than to heal them. But if Britain should adopt and
persist in a monopolizing system, let us retaliate fully and
firmly. This nation, like many others, is influenced more
by its feelings than reasonings. I am, dear sir,
. Your affectionate friend and servant,
Jomn Jav.

' FROM ROBERT MORRIS.
Philadelphia, November 27th, 1783,
My bpEAR SIR,

1 congratulate you on the signing of the definitive treaty,
and on the evacuation of New-York, which took place on
Tuesday. Our friend Gouverneur Morris is there. He
has been gone about eighteen days, and I expect him back
very. soon; he will then give you the detail, and inform you
of such things as you may wish to know respecting any of
your particular friends.

If Great Britain persists in refusmg admittance to our
ships in their islands, they will probably have great cause
to repent, for I shall not be surprised to see a general pro-
hibition to the admittance of theirs into our ports; and if
such a measure is once adopted, they may find it very dif-
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- We are dismissing the remains of our army, and getting
rid of expense, so thatI hopé to see the end of my engage-
ments before next May, but I doubt whether it will be in
my power to observe that punctuality in performing them,
which I wish and have .constantly aimed at.

I am sending: some ships to China, in order to encourage
others in the adventurous pursuits of commerce, and I wigsh
to see a foundation laid for an American navy.

- 1 am, dear sir,
Your affectionate friend and humble servant,
RoBerT Moggis.

FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. _
: - New-York, 20th Nov., 1783.
Dzar Jonw,

I am two letters in your debt, and am conscious that I
shall make an ill return for them in offering you this pro-
duct of a midnight hour, after a day spent in the fatigue of
business and ceremony that our present situation exacts.
But having just been informed by Mr. Platt that he sails
to-morrow morning, I cannot permit him to go, without
offering you my congratulations on an event which you
have so greatly contributed to bring about, the evacuation
of this city by the British on Tuesday last. -

Our enemies are hardly more astonished than we are
ourselves, and than you will be when you hear that we
have been five days in town without the smallest disturb-
ance; that the most obnoxious royalists that had sufficient
confidencé in our clemency to stay had not met with the
least insult. Their shops were opened the day. after we
came in, and Rivington himself goes on as usual. The
State of New York Gazette is as well received as if he had
never been printer to the king’s most excellent majesty.
So that your friends in Europe will find their apprehensions
ill.founded, and that the race of tories will not, after all, be
totally extinct in America. Perhaps, by good training and
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by crossing the breed frequently (as they are very tame),
they may be rendered useful animals in a few generations.

I thank you for your prints of the air-balls; but wish to
have some fuller account of their composition, and the use
proposed to be made of them. As an architect, I cannot
but be curious about the first castles in the mrthntpmmue
to have some stable use.

Receive my congratylations on the birth of your daugh-
ter, and make my compliments to Mrs. Jay on the occasion.

I had hardly finished the last line, when I was alarmed
by a very loud rumbling noise, accompanied by a quick
tremulous motion of the earth. The family are too much
alarmed to permit me to add more. Adieu.

R. R. LivinasTon.

. " TO MISNS KITTY LIVINGSTON.
: Bath, 24th Dec., 1788,
Dzar Krrry, .
- Why so long silent, my good friend? Many months
have elapsed since we have been favoured with a line from
you. 1hope want of health has not obliged you to deny us
that satisfaction. Want of inclination, I am sure, has not.
Of that we have received too many unequivocal proofs to
entertain the most distant doubt. You have long been my
faithful, steady friend. 1 know the value of your esteem
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it has also taught me that with you it will be unnecessary.
This is a pleasant idea, and my mind dwells upon it with
great satisfaction. How few are there in this world, my
dear. Kate, capable of a firm, uniform agtachment; much
fewer, I assure you, than I.once thought: but youth is
credulous, and consequently must be often disappointed,
I hope my disappointments are nearly at an end ; for I ex
pect very little, except from you and-a few others.

I have letters from Sally almost every week. Thank
‘God, she continues well. She tells me our little girls grow
charmingly. .My absence from her has been much longer
than I expected. On coming to London, I was taken ill of
a dysentery, and afterward, with a sore throat. Some
remains of the latter still trouble.me. Upon the whole,
however, I am better, and the waters of this place have
done me good. I propose next week to return to London,
and from thence make the best of my way to France. 1
am impatient to be with my little family, and to have my
sweet little girls upon my knee, while their mother tells me
the domestic occurrences which have happened in my ab.
sence. Believe me to be, with great and sincere regard,

Your friend and servant,
Joun Jxvy.

FROM GOUVERNEUR 'MORRIS. _
: Philadelphis, 10th January, 1784
" Dmar Jav,
-1 write to acknowledge your*letter of the 24th Sep-
tember. Being uncertain where you are, and consequently
what course this letter may take, and through what hands
it will pass, I shall not say so much as Iothemsennght.
1 will direct to the care of Dr. Franklin,
Your attachment to America, when removed from it, is
the old story of travellers; but when it comes from one in
whose feelings we feel an interest, decies repetita placebit.

Of your bealth you speak delpondmgly, yet you say your
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spirits are geod. Believe me, my friend, good spirits will
both make and preserve good health. I mean to extend
the observation generally, but not universally. Whatever lot
betides us, I wish you at least one happy year, and I hope
that Heaven will do you the justice to grant a long succes-
sion of them. Make my good wishes aceeptable to Mrs.
Jay, and present me tenderly to yopr. children.

I was lately in New-York, and have the pleasure to tell
you that all your friends were well. Things there are now
in that. kind of ferment which was rationally to have been
expected ; and I think the superior advantages of our con-
stitution will now appear in the repressing of those turbu-
lent spirits who wish for confusion, because that in the
regular order of things they can only fill a subordinate
sphere. '

This country has never yet been known to Europe, and
God knows whether it ever will be so. To England it is
less known than to any other part of Europe; because

they constantly view it through a medium either of preju-
dice or of faction. True it is, that the general government
wants energy; and equally true it is that this want will
eventually be supplied. A pational spirit is the natural re-
sult of national existence ; and although some of the present
generation may feel colonial oppositions of opinion, that
generation will die away, and give place to a race of
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and turn to advantage what exists, since we have not the
power to annihilate or create. The very definition of lux-
ury is as difficult as the suppression of it.

Do not condemn us till you see us. Do not ask the
British to take off their foolish restrictions. Let them
alone, and they will be obliged to do it themselves. While
the present regulation exists, it does us more of political
good than it can possibly do of commercial evil.

* Adieu. Believe me always, yours,
GouverNeuvr Morxus.

FROM SILAS DEANE.
London, Jan. 314t. 1784.

Sz, ’
I called at your lodgings in November last, but your
servant told me you was not within, and that you intended
to set out for Bath in a day or two; on which, being ‘ex~
ceedingly desirous of an interview with you, I sent you a
letter requesting that favour; but going out of town myself
a few days after, and having received no answer, I am at
a Joss ' what to conclude on, whether my letter might have
failed, or that you do not incline to favour me with an in-
terview ; and hence I am induced to trouble you with this,
and to request that you will simply inform me by a line, if
you received my letter of November, and if an interview
will be agreeable or not. I wish to obviate and remove
any late prejudices which you may have entertained against
me, from the most gross misrepresentations of my- conduct
since my arrival in England ; and I submit to you the pro-
priety of giving me an opportunity for doing this ; and am,

with great respect, sir,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Siuas Deans.
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TO SILAS DEANE.
Chaillot, near Paris, 38d Febmary, 1784.
Sir, . o o

Your letter of the 21st of January was delivered to me
this morning. It is painful to say disagreeable things to
any person, and especially to those with whom one basa lived
in habits of friendship; but candour on this subject forbids
reserve, You was of the number of those who possessed
my esteem, and to whom I was attached. To me, person-
ally, you have never given offence ; but, on the contrary, I
am persuaded you sincerely wished me well and was dis-
posed to do me good offices.

The card you left for me at Mr. Bingham’s, and al!o the
letter you mention, were both delivered-to me; and I can-
not express the regret I experienced from the cruel necessity
I thought myself under, of passing them over in silence;
but I love my country and my honour better than my friends,
and even my family, and am ready to-part with them all
whenever it would be improper to retain them. You are
either exceedingly.injured, or you are no friend to America ;
and while doubts remain on that point, all. connexion
between-us must be suspended. I wished to hear what
you might have to say on that head, and should have named

a time and place for an interview, had not an insurmountable
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form it, lucceuﬁllly, .whenever ‘'you undermke it; is thu
nncerefwuh and desire. of, sz, ,

Sl Your most’ ohedlent humble senaat,
',-_.. . — Jon JAY, _'

. ...o'
N

o . uon EOBEET . uvnmmr ';\_-.
P S -_ N.w.Yoa:,ummwy,me.
Dm Jomr, ) T
' The quiet, which i in my last Imenhoned-w have premlut .
herey still. continues With very féw intertuptions. . Fhough -
. the impiudence of the tories has, in some ihstanees, given
disgust to the warm whigs, pamcuiarly in a contees for the
government of the shurch corporation, tol the :exclusion of .
_ those out of the ljnes, and in appointing Mr. Mdofe Tecion,
" im order to fill the chirch,a few days befonewe ‘eatrie in.
- The Legislature have interposed, arid the govermnent of thu
ehmdx is transferred to ihewh)gm L., .
Onrpnrtmn are,ﬁrst,the tories, who' shll bepefor pcwer.
under the idea- that the remembrance of the past should he-

lost, though they daily-keep it up by their. avowed attach- *

. ment to :Great Britain. - Secongly, the violent wh:gs, who
are for expelling all tories from the State, in hopes, b‘y that
megns, to preserve the power in their own handg. Tl;e.
third are those who wish to suppress all violencgs, to soften
the rigour of the laws against the-royalists, and not to banish -
them frem that aocial intercourse which .may, by degrees,’
‘obliterate the remembrance of past misdeads s but who, it
the samg fime, are not willing to shéck *the feehngsofﬁbo
virtuous citizkns, that-have- at every expense and-hazard.”
fulfilled ‘their duty, by at once destroying .all disfinction
between them and the royalists, and giving the reins infa -
the hands of the latter ; but who, 8% the same time, wish that
ﬂmdlmmnsbolﬂdratherbefmmdmthesemwts'ofdn'
people, than marked out bythe laws. Youg will jodge to

- which. of these parhes the disqualifications.centained in our
eleaum bill has* ngen the representaﬁon, when I te]l you-

*vox.. B~

4
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that the’ members for this city- and ¢ounty are Lamb, Har-
per, Sears, Van_Zandt, Mallope, Rutgers, Hughes, Stag,
and Willet.: I maust, however,. do all parties.the justice to
say, that.they profess the highest respect for the laws, and
-thay, if-we ekcept one-or two persons, they have, as’yet, by
no act cantrndlcted that profes-on. b
" ..We are very angry here: with Ga:eat 'Britain, on account
o[ her West India restrictious. (from “which, by-thie-bye, they
.. suffer greaﬂy), and ere fulminating resolutions to prohibit

. all intercourse. w1th her, wlncE I think will probably be the
Qse ere long. ' LT

.. Thus have I given you a sketch of our. pohucs wlueh

. will only be-interesting to you if, ﬂs‘I smcerely bope, you"
.piean {o return soon-to us. ’
. *Politics has extendad this letter to such ah unreuonabb
lenigth, that I-ddre ot hazard a- subject nearer my-héart
than exther, but must, at this time, confine all its dictates to -
simple assuranees’of the fifm’ and tender aﬂ'ectlon wnh
,'hwhlun,andever shall be, .
) L Dédr J ohn, your fnend,

f Yy RonT. R.. Lr\rmomx

TO GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. .
‘ Paris, 10th February, 1784, ~

" "Dean .Monms,
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- ‘That thi! letwr was 30- short, I ascribe’ to. procrastina. -
tmn that ltwasvh‘ltten at all, I ascribe to your heart:
your head- evxdently ‘had hocogeer in it; for;if congulted;
it woyld by,ve intimated - t,bm "they’ whe live'mear a puu.-
afficé, find no good-excuse for sihgulay bréylty in thé mail’s -
bangtobeaent oﬂ'mafewmmutes aﬁbrtfmy sit down'to
. wme,unleu, jndeed, some circumstance just ocourrdd should
. make. the spbject of the' lejter. - But, be thit as i€ may, I’
would - mther-.moe:ve one- little: effusien. from yoqr-hau-t

than twenty from your head, though I hope:fo derive fnich - . -

pleasure from.both. We .shall bave nruch to say 10 each
'Mer-andlthmkbothof‘usvnllbegamenbylt. Why 1
ﬂlﬁ:kso,mustnotbeducnnedmhmm,vdmaiedswdl-, )

mbeu'espected.
You suppose thanllbealtb induces me-toremgn, You '

. gre mistaken, It seldom, happens -that apy-measurt’ is-

. prompted-by one single motdve;’ though one anong others-
" may sotétimeg have kcuive-wexght and inflaence. Mm
motxyes induce me w redign; but of those many there is
one which’ predommafzs, and that is this :—When I em-

Barked in the ‘public service, I said very sincerely that T .

quitted private life with regret, and ‘should be 'happy to -
return 1o it. when the objects which cplted me from i it should -
.be attdined. - You know what these’ objects were, and that, .
on the peaee, they ceased to .operate. 'To be consistént,
therqfote Imustretire.. The motiveis irresistible. . ‘Supes-
" ddded to this are the edubalion .of my 4on, tie atteation I
awe to' the- unfortunate part of myfannly,nndthe'bappu»
‘ness I expect frofii rejaining’ my friénds. -Peciniary comm
siderations &ver held a secondary’ place in my estimation. I
know how to live within the limits of any income,. howenver
‘pairow; and my pride is Dot of -a nature to* behurtby
',x!eturmng.to the business which I formerly followed: but
~ .professions of this sort.are common, and faet: only cah give
nneqmvoca.l evidence of their sincerity, . K '
Ihsvg puled between three atid four lad monlhqh

~
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Englahd.. Badweatherand bad health -almost tbawlnﬂe
time., On my arrjval, a dysentery. aid fever bmught’me
low; and 3 sere:throa, which, still plagues: me; succeeded.
Bath has' dohe me.good, far ‘it remoyed . the pain"in my'

. bbgat, which has been'nlmost constant for eightéen moithe, .

'3 bad :many” extellént .opportunities' of writing" to mry *
fuiends - feom. Londpn and Bristol, but 1 was en]omed 0
tbnmilmudhaspossiblefmmpenandmk. .

o Ivis natural that you should expect to find some news in
- &n letter. T'will telt you a littlé, though it isprobable that
_-yous sagarity has prevented its-being - unexpected. The
" instifation of. the Order, of‘Cincinnatus does nét, in the
. -apinian of the wisest ‘men: whom- I havé hea.rd-speak onthe
" subject, either do crédit to those who formed and pauommd,

" ar to thope wha suffered it. - ' -
- I'am indebted to ouy’excellent ﬁaend, Robqn Mormgfdt .
“w.very 6bliging letter. - He 'shall soon hear. from. mo. ln'.

o ﬁonea.nmm,lethimihanéthhywmthwadxén.

S e Yours smeerely,
* .'.-:, :.l Lo ‘,_:7'4'-: e h"“
m- omm senm.n. .ot
o i New-York, Feb..mh, lm
Dln. Sm, e
By Colonel Hamilton, who madc me a visit at Albany
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until 2 few dayy a.go, and am conset;uently, 3s°'yet, not in a
situation. to speak ‘decidedly’; but I have reason to appre-
hend, bowever, from theccomplexion of the : members, that
. ourcpndnctwﬂl be giich.as 10 afford éceasion to the friend
afmnhndtodropatea.rqntﬁeimemyemncqbfmankind

' and to reflect, With pmn,‘hatapeoplewho have herdty
been . emsmcipated. from a threatened:. tyranny, forgetting
how odioys Gppression appeared to dwm,'begm to play’ the
tyrant,aiid give a melancholy evidence; thathowever cape-
_ ble.we were of bearing gdfvefsi;ythh magna,nnmty,

: mtoowenktompport,wrih propnety,thsprospentym
have so happily experiencéd, - -

..  am led to-this conglusion from obnrvmg‘that to0 mtn‘y.
Meontﬂadmthap&oe,glomnandudﬂnmgm‘
beyond the expectatioiis of the most sanguiné real patriot,
and that, tco, obtained at a period when the complenq; of
our national affairs was slarming in theextreme,vmh to
evade thio positive stipulations, few and mconmderable as .
they are, in favour.of those who.adhered to Britain ; and -
carry their view even so far .beyond that, as" totally to’
deprive all those who, remamed within, the. power of* ‘the
British troops from the rights of citiztns; upon the falsé con-
olusibn that all who remaired in"were yealous adherénts to
thie then enemy, and all W¥ho were not, disinterested and reat
_ patriots. I think yeu and ‘I cou}d point out; some: who.

looked at-both sides of the quéstion'whilst the contbst.- was.
_ donbﬂhl,andwhbpmbab}y did not wish it to termfate'as .
it has done ; and yet these'are the yery'oharacten; who are. .
" now roost vociferous 'against. that set of" ‘people; to whom,
duta fow months before the anntinciation of thé provisional
. u-hcles, 1hey -stijl pa‘ld onurt. -1 bope,’ howéver, -when the’
present scramblers for' the honours and the emoluments of
~ the Btates ‘are satisfied, that qur affairs will take another -
turn, and that'we 'shall not irvetrievably Pse our nationsl
character. . Ainong those claimants.and scramblers you
mll mot include lomewhooe zedforthoeommon ume; -
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froen the first stage of . the..cantest to the close, ars justly
entjtled to the attention of governfhent——sdeh asManné
-who has the mayoralty of this city; and ‘somé others,
When 1 assure you that I am ‘anxiqus for. your.. .speedy.
.return ‘to your’ nbtive. cQ\xntry,Amd that ‘it is.inere than a
nlﬁphwuh,‘l am very sincere; for I beheVe your influ-
ence would tend much to promote jts true intesest.-
:‘Permxt me to entreat’ your lady to particjpate with you
i';r wighes which come from  the heart, for qyour heelth and
hppxpesq, and for- yeu ‘speedy and safe arrival on thees
shiores where yon will’ find fnends who leve and esteem
you, and where ll otght to revesk you who.are capable‘of
being: pentetrated with gratitude for the most eminent.sef-
wiges, For my.part, Inever think of you-without emotions
.loo'delicuta for communication: God bless you. * .

ERPTSRAIL A l'am,aﬁ'ectnonately and,sineemly, 0l
R ‘__- . .., "Your obedient servast,
LTt -mcom'r Momm, 5-: :
BT EE N . Pm-,ss;nrebmuy,lmr .
Hx.coonl"nm,.:.':-";." =

" ¥.our favoui of the 4th Noveniber last found me if Eng-
hﬂ,where, tbo\lgh-i ﬂﬂ'elﬁed much sxckness, 1 ieft the pajn
. 'in my breast ; but & sore throat I caught there still remaing
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separable-from your office for some time yet, and they will
be the meais either of increasing or diminishihg your repu-
tation. In mry opiniqn you must go. oit. - - Success génenﬂy
attends tilents and persevérance, and these thornl will in -
due season_ probably. bear fiswers, if .nbt fogit,
: Tlnre are pam of . your letter, on which, thougb,l oon-
' cr - -with you in sentiment, I forbéar to make remarks,
beoausethnmynotpasstquuumnspectsd Thope we
shall ryeet in the course'of g few-months more, and tben
reserve will eeass to be necessary. - . :
. What you say. of Gouverneur accords wnh my opimon
of him. I have pover .broken the ‘badids of friendship in
my life, nor whegi once broken, hsve I ever been anxious
to mend them. . Mine with Eim will, I hope, last 2s fong as -
* we do, for. thqugh' my-sentiments of mmlnnji in general are’
loés favourable. than: formerly, myaffection for cettain lndl-
viduals is a8 warm dnd cordial as'ever, - -

. Mrs. Jay presents her affectionate complunents t yon
and Mos. Morhs,towhomwe]ommnncerelywuhlngdl-
the . happiness ‘with which .amiable, merit should be ever
blessed.” Tell Gouverneur-I long to take himi by the hgd,
andbehevemetofmmydearar, RN -

.With constant, attachment‘, ,
Yolr aﬂ'ecnonate friend and servant,
o Lt . :lmJu

t

Lot ron VAUGHAN, Loumon,__ e :
Mﬂ.hwl’ub,ﬂnl!wh,lm .

X

" Fhe viclemce of your polmoa.l storm-leemsto have abamd.
but X ehould not be'-mrpmed if you should ﬁ'equently have
Maych weather. L :
.~ Accounts from Amenen lead me o -uspect that yohr
commercial negotiations with us will not be facilitated by
delay ; .and I should not-be surprised if-a system should
then be adopted. which wéuld render Europem proclm

.
~

E Y
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~ tions of very httle mporta.nce %o that country It appears
more probable that England will outwit herself, - There is
a tide m human aﬁ'aus whlch,hkeotherndea.wm:only-
* te run in. anoppome direction.. - -
-1 am preparigg to go toNew-Yorkbyﬂwﬁrngood. :
N vauel that may ‘sail for. thatpon. I more than wish to see
. - you'there. They.who knew the nature of mah expect per-

'ibctlon nowhete. . There are certain degrees mreﬁnemmt
and arts, which aye more favourable than gthers to- those
- principles and mpanners which wise men prefer. In this, as
wel.l.na in so:he other..cu'cumstahces, we have the: sdmuge
of other countries. .Vanoud eauses conspire to give every
mar his veight, and I believe the ald maxim of “guisqus
sue faber est fortuna;,”. lins foewer exceptions in America
than elsewhere. . They who bring with them-ideag bons

", rowed from the regions of fanoy and romance will:be dis--

appointed. ‘The goldet” age will not cease to be a fable

unti} the, millenniun ;. until that penod for sepnratmg life
frouh “ death, . pleasure from pein; virtue from vieg; -and

Mon;from,foliy, every society and.country will continue

to pa.rtap more.or less of the heterogeneous and disterdant

pnncxptes whlch seem. to' ba the seeds both of moral and
natural evil. K '

Were I ii your mtuaul)n,l would see for myself and
then determine. To avoid -mistakes, it is necessary to ‘see
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. FROX JOBN ‘ADAMS. -
N : 'l'he Hague, Apnl 2, 1784
My Dun Fn!mm, :

Iblush to acknowledge that I recexved your favour of

the 6th February, in its season, and,in good: condition, and
- that 1 have not enswered it. . St

" By leading a quiet life, and by great caré and regular
. exercise, I have lmppily recovered.z little health, and if you
think it necessary, I might now venture -on a journey to
Paris. ButIshould be glad to wait here six ‘wéeks longer,

that I may increase my stock of strength a little more, if '

possible, provided you will give me leave. I should be glad

to know what you have upon the carpet, and how advaneed,

in brief, if you please.. - .. -

+ - The money for the pa.yment of M-r. Moms s bills is hap-
pily secured, but we were a long time in bnngmg the loan
to bear. '

- I have received several letters from Boston and Phila-

 delphia, from very good hands, . which make very honour- °

able and affectionate mention of you. You have erected a
monument to. your .memory in every New-England heart.
My regards to your good family, and believe me,
Your sincere friend,.
L Jonx Amxs

" . TO THE REV.. Dn W!THERSPOON, LONDON
: *_ Chaillot, near Paris, 6th Aprih 1784,
DEAR S}n,

I bad last evening the pleasurc of recexvmg your favour
of the 27th ult. I congratulate- you on your safe arrival,
and smcerely wish that the same good: fortune may attend
your return.

While our country remamed part of: the Brmsh empire,
there was.no imptopriety in soliciting the aid of our distant
brethren and fellow-subjects for any libéral and public.pur-

VOL. U.~—U
'

&
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- It was natural that the younger branches of the
pohtlcal family should request and accept the assistance of
the elder. ‘But ‘as ‘the United States néither have, nor can
have, such relations with _any nations in the world as the
rank they hold.and ought to assert, implies ability to provide
for all the ordmary objects of their government ; arid as the
diffusion of knowledge among a republican people, is and
- boght to be orre of the constant and most important of those
© ebjects, Icannot think it consistent with the dignity of a
-free-and independent -people, to solicit donations for that or
any other purpose, from the sub]ects of any prmee ‘or state
whatever.

+ 'The pubhc with us, -are, in my opinion, so deeply inter-
ested in the edueatioh of our citizens, that universitiés, &c.,
ought no longer to be regarded in the light of mere private
corporations. The goverriment should extend to them their
oonbtant care;-and the State treasunes afford them neces-
sary ‘supplies.’ ' AR

- The success which mlght attend such apphcauons in this

country, can only be -matter of conjecture The raising
mioney by subscription' has not been so customary in France
as in Britain, and my oplmon is, that you would collect
very little. -If indeed the court should set the example,
and really wish'to promote it, the thing would therr become
fashjonable ; and 1 am inclined to think that even the fashion
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that such applications would be attended with ever so great
success, yet as I think they can be propegly nmade enly in
the-United States, I conld not prevanl upon myaelf to advue
the experiment.
. If, however, you should visit Pam, I assure’ you it mll
: nge me great pleasure to see you, and to be instrumental
in rendering it agreeable to you. We have been fellow-
labom:eu in the same field; and if, you come, we will rejoice
together in celebrating * harvest home »
With respect to the d:sagreeable voyage in which your
son shared with us, I won't say jubes renovare dolorem,
because I am habituated to reflect on events of that sort
with tranquillity. - It was ene of those, however, which
tried all who were concerned in'it; and I must do your
son the justice to say, that none of us préserved more equa~
nimity snd good-humotir throughout the whole than he did,
and he had a full share of unpleasant cxrcumstances, as
well as some others of us.
: I am,-dear sir,
Ydu: most obedient and very humble servant,
~ Jome Ju. )
' TO MISS KITTY uvnmmn
Chaillot, near Payis, 7th Apri!, 1784.
M! Goop Fum
It gave me pleasure to receive your ohliging letter of the
'30th Deeember, and the more so, as the one to Sally which
accompanies it contains agreeable accounts of your health. -
Accept-my thanks for the kind veishes which the season
gave you octasion to offer. * In your sincerity I have full
confidence; and in your happiness, I feel that interest
which long-eonﬁrmed esteem and attachment never fails to
create.:
If the ensting summer should bring us all ‘together in
health and spirits,.I shall think the day: of my arrival one
of the most. fortupate of myilife. After having passed so
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" mdny years in seénés of trouble and difficulty of various

kinds, I look forward with emotién mot to be described to
that peacefiil circle of my friends and family, where I again
expect to meeét the enjoyments which have so dong deserted

* meN God only kmows what futurity may have in store for

us, or what adverse events may still contiriue to teach us
Jemsons of resignation. It is happy for us, however, that
bope is our constant companion, and that new expectations

‘constantly succeed tlie disappointment of .preeeding ones:

- Having expeeted that Mr. Carmichael would have arrived
with  the public -decounts in time 4o have them settled
before ‘the April packet engaged her passengers, I had
taken steps for going in her; but he did not reach Paris till
the 37th ult., ang¢ Mr. Barclay, who is to settle them, bemg
then and still absent, I must necessarily be detained here
till in May ‘I hope, but am not sure, that I ehall then em-
bark. In matters which ‘do not depend upon myself; or
people like you, I dare not be sanguine. Such of our bag-
gage as is not in immediate use, is already packed up.

Your, accounts of my dear boy please me. ~ Tell him his
endeayours tor ga.m knowledge, and practise vu'tue, will
increase and secure my affeetion for him. _

Remember me to all the family ; and believe 'me tobe

: o - Dear Kate,
Your aﬂ'ectxonate friend and brother,




MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE, 187

_ mot-arrive until the 27th.ult.; when Mr. Ridley had: just
gone to England, and Mr. Barclay, who had been long there,
was and still is absent. Nothing but’ the settlement of
those accounts now detains e here, and a mortifying de-
tention it is, considering that the best season for being at sea
is ‘passing away. Wahile'I stay, Mr. Norris shall perceive
that he could have brought-few recommendations to me o
acceptable as yours, and those amiable qualities for which
you commend-him. I wish he may return as uncorrupted
as he came. Paris is a place better calculated for the .im--
provement of riper years; aud in my opifion, yery young

“men should not-visit,it. Our country has already ‘sent

- some here, who will return the worse for their travels. I

" hope your young friend may escape. If he should, you
may coagratulate him on having made the choice of Her-
cules, for he will be tempted “On the 1stinstant, I received

- your favour of January last, by Colonel Harmar. I flatter
myself that the .delays attendifig the ratification of .the

 treaty will not occasion difficulties ; especially as one of the .
ministers who made the peace is now at the head of the

- British -administration. If European commercial restric-

tions produce unanimity, and tend to raide a national spirit

in our country, which-probably will be the- case, 1 shall
think them blessings. It is time for us to think and act like

a sovereign, as well as a free ‘people, and by temperate and

steady self-respect to coinmand that of other nations. It i is |

but too much-the fashion to depreciate Congress, and I fear
that, as well. as ‘many other of our new fashions, will cost

us dear. .

Be pleased to present our compliments to Mrs Thomp-

son. With great and sincere regard and esteem, .

‘ . 1 am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
v Jomw Jav.
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' TO BENJAMIN VAUGHAN.
’ . ' New-York, 2d Scpt., 1784,

: D!n. Sz, . o .

The far greater part of my t1me gince my.arrival has
been pgss&i in the:country, so that several vesse]s have
lately gone to Europe, thhout letters from me:to our
friands there.. .

-The health of my famxly and myself is better than usual,
and Ibegm to flatter myself that if you and Mrs. Vaughan
_opuld enjoy this country in only half the degree that I do,
"you would not greatly regret leaving Old England. I am
more.contented than I expected. Some thmg:s, it is true,
are wrong, but more gre right. Justice is well adminis-
tered, offences are. rare, -ahd I haye never known more
public tranquillity or private security. Resentments sub-
side. very sensibly, though gradually.’. I have met with
whigs and tories:at the same table. The spirit of industry
throughout the country was never greater.. The produc-
tions of the earth abound. Prices have fallen since my
arrival, though still much higher than formerly, especially
the wages of mechanics and labourers, which are very ex-
travagant. House-rent is more than double what it was
before the war. -

; lours sincerely,
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had accepted the appointment conferred upon you.* My
fears, however, have been raised, and with my nsual frank-
ness I assure you that your refusal could not but be attended
with very bad circumstances. Settmg compliments apart,
I am sensible of the ‘great injury sach a denial would cause
to the public, not only on .account of the loss madé by the
United Stites in your person, but also. for other motives.
1 hope you will accept ; I know you must: but in case you
are not determined, I had rather change my plans than not
to.see you before you write to Congress. 1 wish much tp
bear from you at New-York, w'here I expect to be about
the-22d.

My most aﬂécnonate respects wait upon Mrs; Jay.
With every sentiment of regard and atuichment, I have the
honolu‘ to be

-, . Your sincere fnend
e 2 La Favsrre.

‘10 BENJAMIN VAUGHAN.
Phlladelphu, SOth,N ov., 1784
Dear Sm, ? '

A sufficient number of members to form a Congre!s ‘not

hafmg arrived at Trenton, I passed on to this place ten
~days ago, to visit my friends. I found your family well,
and-am happy in this opportumty of cultxvating their ac-
quaintance. -

Your obliging letter of the 5thi August lately came to.
hand. Accept my thanks for xt, and for. the pamphleu

. enclosed with it.

‘The-policy of Britain respectmg this country is so repug-
mant to common sense, that I am sometimes tempted to
think i must be so; and the old adage of quos Deus, &c.,
always occurs to me when I reflect on the subject.

The India business never appeared to me a difficult one:

* Secretary for Foreign Affairs.
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Do justice, and all is easy. Cease to treat those unhappy
nations as.slaves, and be content to trade with them aw with
other independent kingdoms. On’such an event, 'advan-
‘tageous though fair treaties might be made with thiem, and
- you might- ‘leave, wnh their consent, forOe sufficient in cir-
cumscribed limits,” to sacure the benefit and observance of
them. * Your tribute, indeed, ‘would be at an end, but it
oughtnot to-have had a beginning ; and I wish it.may ever
prove a curse {o t.hose who- unpose and exact it WY ay
conntry D .

© Our affairs ure in such a state as; a.Il 'clrcumstances con-
sidered, might ‘naturally have been. expected ; far better
than many represent them, - though . not so well as tbey
oughs tobe. : .

‘Congress.is convened at Trenton, and I join them to-mor-
" row. °In the course of six or eight weeks a judgment may
; be formed of their prevailing sentiments and views.
- Tt is certain that we ware trading at a wild rate; and it is
no less true that your people are giving most absurd credits -
to many, who neither have or ought to have any at home.
~ .'This delmum cannot last. Adieu, my dear sir,
C . Yours sincerely,

: Joun Jay.

\

-~ . T0 memsen'n LA rum'h:, PARIS, .
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The removal of Congress to this place necessarily occa-
sioned a suspension of husiness, and delayed their maturing
several matters which they had under consideration. They
have, within a few days past, made a house, and as they

possess both talents and temper, thére is reason to pre-

sume. that the Union will derive advantage from their
measures.

Advices from Kentucky inform us that they are tbfeatened
with an Indian war; and there is some room to conjecture
that such an event would not be disagreeable to our western

- neighbours, who, if they do interfere, will certainly be mere
cunning than wise. That settlement increases with a degree
- of rapidity heretofore unknoyn in this country, and increase

it will, notwnthstandmg any attempt of anybody to pre-

_vent it, :
Federal ideas begm to thnve in thxs city, and L. suspect

in a few days to communicate ta you a, circumstance which |

will strongly manifest it.
: -+, Although we'cannot be xmmedlately interested in the
~ war, whichi it is thought will take place between the emperor
and the Dutch, yet we may be affected by its consequences,
and, therefore, must wish to know who will, and who, will
not, probably take sides with this or that party, in case of a
rupture.
Have we any.reason to flatter ourselves that you will
encourage us to drink your wines, by permitting your islarids
to eat our bread? or will Bordeaux (as is said) constrain

Versailles to patronise a provincial monopoly at the expense -

of a more liberal policy ? Commercial privileges, granted
to us by France, at this season of British ill-humour, would
be particularly grateful; and afford conclusive evidence
against its being the plan of the two kingdoms to restrain
our trade to the islands. You know how uneasy we are
under these restraints, and we confide fully in your exertions
to remove them.- I write very freely, but you are mry
VOL. IL.—X ' :
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. fellowscitizen, and therefore it does not appear to me neces-
' m17 to attempt to dress my ideas & la mode de Paris, -
" Believe me to be, dear sir, :
With great regard and esteem,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jom¥ Jav.

70 DR. RUSH.
. ) New-quk, 24th Much, 1786.
- Sm, .

Such has been' the state of my official businéss, and of
that which arose from my long neglected private affairs,
that, ever‘since the removal of  Congress to this place, I
have been obliged to trespass on my usual punctuality in
private correspondences. Hence it happened .that I have
8o long denied myself the pleasure of replying to your
. friendly letter of the 16th of January. . Accept miy warmest

acknowledgments for the kind and very obliging manner in
. which you mention my servites abrdad, and permit me to

congratulate ‘you on the success of the application to Con-
- gress on behalf of Dickinsori College, which you appear
zealously 1o patronise. I eonsider knowledge to be the
soul of a republicy and-as the weak and the wicked are
* generally in alliance, as ‘much care should be taken to
* diminish the number of the former, as of the latter. Edu-
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TO -JOHN ADAMS; )
. Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Btates, at the court of London.
: o Office for Foreign Affairs,
31st March,.1785. - }
Deazr Sin,.

I have the honour of transmitting" to you herethh en-
closed.a certified copy of an act of Congress of the 21st
instant, instructing you to communicate to Mr. St. Saphorin
the high sense the United States, in Congress assembled,
entertain of the liberal decision made by his Danish ma-
jesty, on the question proposed to his minister by you,
respecting the ordination of American candidates for holy
orders in the Episcopal church, cbmmonly called the Church
- of England.

Congress has been pleased to order me to transmit copies
of your letter, and the other papers on this subject, to the
executives of the different States; and I am persuaded
they will receive with pléasure this mark of your attention,
and of his Danish majesty’s friendly disposition.

1 have the honour to be, with gteat respect and esteem,

. Dear sir,
Your most obed1ent, and very humble servant,
. - Jomyx Jav.
- TO MR. GRAND, PARIS.
: New-York, 28th April, 1788. . -
Dear Sir, )

I received last evening the two letters you did me the
honour to write on the 8th February last, and congratulate
You sincerely on the birth of ,)your grandson.

I have accepted the office which Congress was pleased
to offer me, and shall be much obliged to you for such in-
telligence from time to time as you may think useful for me
10 receive, and prudent for you to communicate.. As a
public man, I shall always remember your attachment and
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services to the United States; and as a private one, it will
always give me pleasure to acknowledge the friendly atten-
tion which has so long marked your conduct towards me
and my family. In both capacities, therefore, I shall be
happy to give you better evidence of my esteem and
regard, than compliments or professxons can. possibly
afford.

Mr. Morris’ s resignation is a grept loss.to this country,
and yet I am not without hopes that the department of
finance will become properly arranged. ‘The nature of our
governments;, as well as.the. circumstance of . their being
new, exposes our operations to delay, and renders the best
systems slow in forming, as well as slow in executing In
my, opinion, one supermtendent or commissioner-of the
treasury is preferable to any greater number of ‘them ;
indeed, I would rather have each department under the
direction of one able man, than of twenty able ones. All
things, however, in " this ‘world, have their bnght as well as
their dark sides; and there are few systems so imperfect
as not to have some conveniences. Many reasons induce
me to disapprove of committing the treasury to the manage-
ment of three persons ; and yet one very great convenience
results from it,,viz., that our Jealous republicans will-have
more confidence in three.gentlemen coming, fm{n different
parts of the continent, than they would place in any one
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I canhot permit it to sail without forwarding you a few
lines expressive of the pleasure I received on hearing of
your safe arrival.

The services you have rendered your country will
naturally secure you a very welcome reception.

The only circuingtance that can be productive ‘of dis-
agreeable sensations is the situation of your State, exposed
to such political convulsions. However, I'hope it will soon

be restored to harmony and good-temper.
B | hope your ‘public appointment will prove an agmeable
surprise to you on your arrival, and that you will be able to
reconcile the acceptance of it to every consideration- of
private interest and convenience, as well as public duty. °

“The British seem to recede every day more and mere
from the paths to conciliation. A’ certain nation,.to’'whom
we are indebted for political favours, will endeavour to
* cherish this dispasition, as she is sure to benefit by such -

growing feuds and divisions. :

From the observations I have made since my arrival
here, I can discover the necessity of very complying con-
duct on the part of those Americans who have public' busi-
ness to transact with this court.

Such conformity to the. opiniong of others is not easily
reconcilable . to the feelmgs and manly deportment of re-
publicans.

No one is better acquainted. than you are wnh the ly!-
tem.of this court, and na one is more jealous of then' coun-
try’s. honour, in essential points.

You may well imagine, then, that your appomtment was
not regarded with satisfuction, nor will the congratulations
that you will receive on it from certain persons be sincere. -

With great esteem and regard, believe me to be,

Dear sir,
Your sincere fnend and obedient humble servant,
Wn.mx Bmomnl. .

-
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. TO WILLIAM BINGHAM.
' : 'New-York, 81st May, 1785.
Dear Sim, .

I have been favoured with yours ot' the 12th February,
~ containing a copy of one of 16th October last, for which

accept my cordial thanks. » N
- Your observations in France, respecting a certain event,
coincide exactly with what I expected on that subject. . In-
deed, the many interesting remarks spread through your

letter appear to me to have welght. ' .

Our last accounts give us reason to suppose there will
be no war between the emperor and the Dutch, so that the
continuance of a geueral peace begins again to appear
probable. - -

. Qur frontier posts suﬂ have Bnush garrisons;and .we are
itmpatient to hear why they'are not evacuated. Mr. Adams,
I suppose, is by this time in London ; hls letters will remove
our suspense on that head.

The African states have .alarmed wus, but we hope peace
with them may be obtained.. Your attention to that subject
is commendable, and you may do. good by communicating
the result of your inquiries to Mr. Adams.

. Our affairs are settling by degrees into order. If power

be given by Congressto regulate trade, and provide for the
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A rage for emigrating t6 the western country prevails,
and thousands have already fixed their habitations in’that
wilderness. The  Continental Land Office is opened, and
the seeds.of-a great people are dally plantmg beyond the
mountains.

- Make ‘my best eomplxments to Mrs Bmgham, and ‘be-
lieve me to be, dear sir, with great esteem and regard,

) "~ Your most obedxent servant,
\ . e mev Jav..

TO THE MARQUIS DB LA PAYETTE.
Office for Foreign, Aﬂlm,
15th July, 1785\ * }
 Dear Sm;, C - &
Accept my thanks for your mterestmg letter of the 10th
March, which-was.immediately communicatéd to Congress.
I consider it as a new proof of that constant and usefal
attention to our affairs, from which the United States have
so often derived both pleasure and advantage. Let me
request the continuance of 'your correspondence, and be
assured that it will always give me pleasure to communi-
cate to you such intelligence respecting Ameriean occ'ur-
rences as may appear mteresung N
Don -Diego Gerdoqui is ‘arrived, and has been recewed
so much in- the spirit of fnendshv,p, that I hope his mester
and himself will be well pleased. Our negotiatiohs with
him will soon commence, and I sincerely wish that the
issue of them may be satisfactory to both’ countries. To
prepare for war, and yet be tenacious of peace with all the
world, is, I think, our true interest. I wish Mr. Gardoqui’s
instructions'may be sufficiently extensive to admxt of a set-
tlement of our boundaries, &c., on principles which alone
can create and perpetuate cordiality.
The British show no disposition to evacuate our frontxer-
posts. What their real designs are, can at present be oaly' - -
inferred and comjectured from appearances; and present
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appearances induce a suspicion that they mean to hold
them.. The letters we expect from Mr. Adams will pro-
bably remove all doubts on that head. It is certain that
they pay great attention to the Indlans, and give great en-
couragement. to emigrants from us. Their expectations
from. the latter circumstance will fail them.. I wish ‘that
every acre of ground they hold in America was settled by
natives of the United States. - They would transplant their
love of liberty, their spirit of enterprise, and their attach-

mént to “republicanism into countries in which it is .our
interest that such plants should be propagated and flourish ;

‘in time they will bear fruit.

The cbmmercial class of our people sensibly- feel the
.restraints- on our trade, and look up to -Congress for a
reinedy. Good will come out of evil; these discontents
nourish federal ideas; "As “trade diminishes, .agriculture
must suffer ; and hence it will happen that otr yeomen will
be-as desirous of increasing the powers of Congréss, as our
merchants now are. All foreign restrictions, exclusions, and
unneighbourly ordinances will tend to press us .together,
and strengthen our bands of union. .

-.1 send you herewith a number of gasettes, from whxch
you will discérn something aof the spirit which prevails.
"-~Congréss go’ on doing business - with great concord,

temper, and harmony. I enclose a copy of the ordinance
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him in Paris, I am inclired to think he would be an agree-
able, as well as an able minister. .

I am, dear sir, your most obedxent servant, ,

' X . Jonn JAY, -

TO MARCHIONESS DE LA FAYETTE. .
. New-York, 18th Aug., 1785,
Mapax,

I have received the Jetter which you did re the honour
to write onthe 15th. April last. Few circumstances_could -
haye given me more pleasure than such evidence of my
having a place in the remembrance and.good opinion of a
lady, whose esteem derives no less value from her discern-
ment, than from the delicacy of her sentiments.

Accept therefore, madam,, of my sincere and, cordial
acknowledgments for honouring me with a plaee among
your correspondents ; which was the more objiging, as you
was to afford more pleasure by, than you could expect to
receive fromit. You know it is an old observation, that
ladies write better letters than gentlemen, and therefore,
independent.of  other considerations, a correspondence be-
tween them is always so far on unequal terms.

I can easily conceive that you, whose predilection for
your husband was always conspicuous, ghould experience
so much satisfaction on seeing him return from this, his field
of glory, with additional honours; and I can, with equal
ease, form an idea of his emotions, when op that, as.on
former occasions, those honours promoted him to hxgher
rank in your estimation.

Your remarks on the marquns 3 aﬂ'ecnon for his clnldren,
and the value you set on- domestic enjoyments, must be
pleasing to those who are capablg of feeling their force. .

I assure you I rejoice in the prospect you have of ex-
tending, through your branch, the' reputation-of both your.
families ; and you have my best wishes, that the latest his-

YOL. IL—Y :
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toriAn may say of your descendants, that all the men were
as valiant and werthy as their ancestor, who will probably
be distinguished by the appellation of Americanus, and all
the women as virtuous and amiable as kis lady.
If you. was not what you are, I would not encourage the
~ desire you express of -accompanying the marquis on his
next visit to this country, for I am sure you would be dis-
appomted
We have few amuse¢ments to ‘relieve travellers of that
weight of time and leisure which oppresses many of them.
Our rhen, for the most part, mjnd their business, and our
women their families 5 and if our wives succeed (as most
of them do) in “making home man’s best delighs,” gallantry
leldom draws their hyshands from them.
Our customs, in many respects, differ from yours, and
you know that, whether with or without reason, we usually
_ prrefer those which education and habit recommend. The
pleasures of Paris and the pomp of Versailles are unknown
in this country, and théir votaries must unavoidably. expe-
rienoe a certain vacuity or .blank here, which nething but
good sense, moderate desires, and a relish for less splendid,
less various, but riot less innocent or satisfactory en]aymentl
ean supply. Though not a Frenchman, I should, never-
theless, be too polite to tell these things to those whom they
might restrain from visiting us. On youthey will have &
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° TO JOHN ADAMS, LONDON.
Ofiice for Foreign Affairs, ). -
X 6th Sepc.. 17686, -
" Dear Sm, ' .

The frequent solecisms, obsqrvable for some years past
in the politics of the court of London, render it exceedingly
dlﬁoulttodxvmebowtbeywxllthmkandactunderalmon ,
any .given circumstances.

It is manifestly as much their interest.to be well thh us,

as it is ours tobe wel] with them ; and yet the gratification
of resentments, ocoasioned by disappointment, seems to take
the lead of more slevated and useful principles of action.

They.expect much from the trade of America, and ygt
they take pajns to cut off every source within their reach
by which we may make remittances. It is strange-that
they should wish us to buy, and yet be so industrious o pus
it.out of our power to pay. Such a system must cause
loss of money to their .merchants, and loss of reputation te -
ours. I wish most sincerely that credit was at an end, and
that we could purchage nothing abroad but for ready
mouey. Our exportations would then be equally profitable,
and as our importations would be diminished, we' should
have less to-pay. Domestic .manufactures would then be
‘more encouraged, and frugslity and econoiny become more
prevalent.

What impression the conduct of Captain’ Stanhopo may
make on the minister, to me appears uncertain. Certain
however it is, that mutual civility and respect must, in the
nature of things, precede mutual benevolence. and kindness, -
The manuver of your reception and treatment indicates
their attention to this consideration, and yet the detention
of the posts, the strengthening their garrisons in our neigh-
bourhood, the encouragement said to be given to settlers in
those parts, and various other circumstances speak a lao-
guage very different from that of kindness and good-will.
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They may hold the posts, but they will hold them as
pledges of eninity; and the time must and will come,
when the seeds of discontent, resentment, and hatred,
which such méasures always sow, w1ll produce very bitter
fruit. -

1 am well informed that some of the loyahsts advise and
warmly press the detention of the posts.’ It is:strange that
men, who for ten years have done nothing but deceive,
should still retain any credit. I speak of them collectively,
among them there are men of mefit : but to my knowledge

.some of the most violent, the most bitter and implacable, .
and yet most in credit, are men who endeavoured to play
between both parties, and vibrated from side to side as the
-appearance of sucgess attracted them. Nay, the very
accounts of losses which many of them ‘have presented,
afford conclusive evidence of their inattention to truth and
comthon decenciv. Such, however, has been the infatution
of British counsels, that what was manifest- to others, was
problematical, if not enhre‘ly dark to them.*

*As to their present minister, he has neither been long
enough in administration, nor perliaps' in the world, for a
decided judgment to be formed either of his private or
public character. He seems to possess firmness as well as
abilities ; and if to these be added information, and com-
prehensive as well as patriotic views, e may be worthy of
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Governor Rutledge declires going to Hellarid.. The
affair of Longchamps is adjusted ; he stays where he is.
With great respéct and esteerti, F.am
Your very obedient and very humble servant, .
+ Jomn Jay.

FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Mount Vernon, 2’/th Sept., 1'786
Dzatt Siz, .
' Mr. Taylor presented e the honour of your favour of
the' 25th ult, and gave me the pleasure of hearing that
Mrs. Jay and yourself were well when he left New-York.

Upon your safe return to your native country, aftér-a
long absence, and the important services youhave rendered
‘it in many mterestmg negotiations, I very smcerelycon-
gratulate you and-your lady. :

It gave me great pleasure .to-hear of . your- appomtment
as gecretary of the United States for the department of
foreign affbirs; a happier choice in my opinion: could ot
have been made, and I shall always rejoiceé at any circume
stance that will contribute elther ta your henour, interest,
or convenience. ‘

"It will always give me pleasure to hear from you. Mrs.
Washington .joins me in respectful compliments to, and
best wishes for Mrs 'Jay and youtself.

. . - * " I am, dear sir,

Your most «obedxent and most humble servapt, .-
GEoRrGe Wuxmqron

N Tt T0 THE. REV. DOCTOR PRICE.
N New-York, 27th Sepumber, 1'785
"Dear Sm,

I hope my letter, in answer to the one which enclosed a
number of your political pamphlets, has reached you by this
time. Ido not recollect the date, but it went in one of tbe
last vessels.. ' : .
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- ‘The cause of liberty, like most other good causes, will
have its sdifficulties, and gometimes its persecutions, to
struggle with.. ‘It bas advanced more rapidly jin-this than
other countries, but all its objects are’not yet attained ; and
I much doubt whether they ever.will be, in this or any
other térrestrial state. That men should pray, and. fight for
their own freedom, and yet keep others in slavery, is cer-
tainly acting'a very inconsistent, as well as unjust and,
perhaps, impious part ; but the history of manking is "filled
with instances of human improprieties. The wise and the
good never. form the majarity of any large society, and. it
seldom happens that their measures are uniformly adopted ;
or that they can always prevent béing overborne themselves
. by the strong and almost never-oeasmg union of the wicked
and the weak. . L

These circumstances tell as to,be panent, and to modenio
those sanguine expeetations, which warm and  good hearts
dften mislead even wise heads to entertain on. those subjects.
All that the best men can do is, to persevere in doing their
duty to their country, and leave the consequences to Him
who made it their duty; being neither elated by success,
however great, nor discouraged by dlsappomtments how-
ever frequent and mortifying. ‘

- With sincere esteem and regard
. I am, dear sir,
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the reception you met with from your fellow-citizens,are
circumstances that must give you great satisfaction.

It strikes me that you will find it somiewhat difficult to
manage the two parties i Pennsylvania. It-is-much to be
wished that union and” harmony may be established there,
and if you accomplish it, much honour and many blemnga
will result from it. Unless you do it, I do not know who
can; for, mdependent of experience and talents, you possess
their confidence, and your advice and measures must derive
very great weight from the reputauon and consideration
you enjoy. N

. We are happy to find. that you thmk of visiting New-
York. By the road from- Burlington and-Amboy, which is_
smeoth and but short, you might doubtless come with very
little inconvenience ; bspecially as you may travel at yaur

leisure, and take as many days for it as your ease and- the
weather may require, Mrs. Jay is exceedingly pleased
with this idea, and sincerely joins with me in wishing to see
it realized. - Her attachments are strong, and that to you,
being founded in esteem and the recollection of kind offices,
is particularly so. I'suspect your little friend has forgotten
your person. Your name is familiar to her, as, indeed, it
will be to.every generation.
With the best wishes, I am, dear slr,
Your obhged and aﬁ'ecuonate servant,
Jomn Jnr.

o > JOHN ADAMS, LONDON.
’ " Office for Foreign Afuu, :
14tk Gctobar, 1785, ; :
Daaz Six,

Since the date of my last to yau,whlchwas the ethSep-
tember lust, I have been honoured with yours of the 10th
and 26th June, and 19th and 20th July, with the papers
mentioned to be enclosed. They are now before Congress,
and ‘I am persuaded that the strong marks -they bear of
industry and attention will give‘them pleasure.
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I perfectly concur with you in sentiment respecting what
ought to be the conduct and policy of the United States,
and I am not'without hopes that they will gradually per-
ceive and pursue their ‘true interests. There certainly is
much temper as well as talents in Congress ; and although
it is not' in -their power to do all that should be ‘done, yet

“they are willing and' mdustrxous to-do whatever depends
nponrthem
= Your letters, I am sure, are usefuL They disseminate
uid enforce those federal ideas which cannot be too forci-
bly Inculcated, or too strongly impressed. - Our federal govs
ernment is incompetent to its objects; and as it is the inter-
est of: our country, so it is the duty: of her leadmg charac-
ters to co-operate in measures for enlarging and invigora-
ting it. - The .rage for separations and new States is mis-
" chievous ; it will, unless checked, scatter our resources, and
in every view enfeeble'the Union. * Your testimony against
such: licentious, anarchical proceedings' would, I am per-
suaded, have great weight. -

Your letters, as yet, are silent respecting the eva.cuanon
of our frontier posts. I do not mean to press you either to
do or say.any thing un3easonably about it; for there are
times and tides in human affairs to be watched and observed..
I know your attention, and therefore rest satisfied that we
shall bear from you on this interestmg subject as soon as
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requisition of Congress. What its success will be cannot
yet be determined. - :

The Algerines, it seems, have dcclared war agamst us. -
If we act properly, I shall not be very sorry for it. In my
opinion, it may lay the foundation for a navy, and tend to
draw us more closely into a federal system. On that ground
only we want strength; and could our people be bropght
to.see it in that light, and act accordingly, we should have
little reason to apprehend dapge¥ from any quarter.

Dr. Franklin is happy at Philadelphia. Both parties are
assiduous in their attentions to himy, and it is thought more
than probable that he, will succeed Mr. Dickinson. I fear,
in the language of our farmers, that a day so remarkably
fine for the season may prove a weather-breeder ; that is,
that he will find it difficult to hanage both parties; for if
he gives himself up to one, he must expect hostility from the
other. Iwish he may be able to reconcile them, and thereby
restore that State ta the degree of strength and respecta-

_bility which, from its population, fertility, and eommerce, it

ought to possess.
‘With great and sincere esteem and regard,
I am, dear sir,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jonmx Jav.

TO JOHN ADAMS, LONDON.
New-York, 1st November, 1785,
'Drar SIn,
My last to you was of the 14th ult., by the ship Betsey,

. Captain Thomas Watson. .Since that time, I have had the

pleasure of receiving and laying before Congress your
despatches of the 6th, 8th, and 10th August last.

We concur so perfectly in sentiment respecting public
affairs, and what ought to be done, that I find no occasion
to enlarge on those heads.

VOL. I.—Z .
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In a.late report, I have called the attention of Congress
to- this serious question, viz. whether the United States
should withdraw their attention from the ocean, and leave

foreigners to fetch and carry for them, or whether it is more

their interest to look forward to naval strength and mari-

time importance, and to take and persevere in the measures

proper to attain it. . :

~ +The diversity of oplmons on this point renders it neces-
“saxy that it should be well considered, and finally decided.

" The eastern and middle States are generally for the latter

"system; and though the others do not openly avow their

prefemng the former, yet they are evidently jnclined to it.
' Hence it is that the most’ leadmg men in Congress from
that quarter do not only not. promote measures for vesting
Congress with power to regulate trade, but, as the eommon
" phrase is, throw -cold water on all such ideas. ...
Having few or no ships of their own, they are avetse to
such duues on foreign ones: as will greatly' advance- the
price-of freight ; nor do they seem much disposed to sacri-
fice.any present profits for the sake of their neighbours who
have ships and wish to have more.
We have heard much of the Algerines having declared
ainst. the United ~States. None of our advices ate
; but as the intelligence comes directly from Nantes,
Bordeaux, and L'Orient, there seems to be much reason to
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
Office for Foreign Affairs,
24th Nov., 1785, }
Sm,

Mr. Temple presented: to me this morning the commis-
sion which I have now the honour of transmitting to your .
excellency herewith enclosed: It "appoints him consul-
general of his Britannic majesty, throughout the, United
States of America. )

Tiwo questions arise on this occasion:

1. Whether he is to be received de jure. : e

2. Whether it will be expedient to receive him de gratia.

The first question is settled by Vattel in the following

ph) viz., L

4 Among the modern institations,” &c., page 131.

The second question appears to me to be an important
one, for hawever determined, interesting consequences will
result from its decision. In comsidering-it, a secondary

question presents itself, viz. whether the rejection or recep-
tion of -this consul will most dispose his nation to the terms
of commercial ‘intercourse which we wish. To this point,
the fable of the north wind and the sun seems applicable.

It appears to me that the admissiori of a consul here is
not a matter of 8o much importance to Britain, as to induce
that nation o purchase or obtain it by any compliances
which they would not otherwise make. Severity, or' sum-
mum jus on .small points, may irritate, but they very
seldom coerce. . Retaliatory restrictions on trade and navi-
gation are great objects, and very consistent with the pride
wd dignity, as well as interest of a-nation; but under such

leas to refuse to receive a consul, would, whatever might
s the true motives, be generally ascribed to a degree of
que and irritation, which, though nations may foel, they
ght not expressly or impliedly to declare.

'n my opinion, therefore, this consul ought to be recmved,
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but in such. 2 manner as to be and to appear as a matter
of favour, and not as a matter of course.
I have the honour to be,
Your excellency’s most obedient
And very humble servant,
Joun Jav.

’

TO THOMAS JEFFERSON, .
lﬁmqm Plenipotentiary of the United States at the court of France.
Office for Foreign Affairs,
S N.Y., 19th Jan,, 1786. }
DEeAr Sin, . SR
" Since my last of 7th December last, and indeed for some
. time before that, Congress has been composed of so few
States actually represented, as not to have it in their power
to pay that attention .to their foreign affairs which they
wotild doubtless have otherwise done. Hence it has hap-
4 pened that no resolutions have been entered into-on-any of
the important subjects submitted to their consideration.
This obliges ‘me to observe & degree. of reserve in my let-
ters respecting those subjects, which I wish to be free from,
but which is nevertheless necessary, lest my sentiments and
- opmons should be opposed to those which they may adopt
S o 2nd wish to impress.
There is reason to hope that lhe reqmsmon will be gene-

i .
(2
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shall render the necessny of doing it more obvious and
pressing.
With great respect I-have the honour to be,
Dear sir, .
Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jonx Jav.

l

TO JOHN. ADAMS, LONDON.
’ New-York, 22d Feb., 1786.
DEar Sir, -

Nine States are not yet represented in Cengress, and
therefore the affairs of this department continue in the
same state that they were in at the date of my last.

The public papers will enable you to see the complexion
of the times. Federal opinions grow, but it will be some time
before they will bear fruit; and, what is not the case with
most other fruits,.they will, to judge from present appear-
ances, ripen slower in the south than in the north.

The packet will ‘sail next week. Ishall then write to
you again.

With great and sincere esteem and’ regard I have the
honour to be, dear sir,

" Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jonx Jav. *
70O MR. LUSHINGTON. :
New-York, 15th March, 1776.
Sir, : o ’

I have been favoured with your letter of the 22d ult.,
and immediately communicated it to the committee of our
society for promoting the liberation of slaves, and protect-
ing such as may be manumitted. They are taking proper
~ measures on the occasion, and I flatter myself that our.
~ Legislature will interpose to prevent such enormities in
future,

It is much to be wished that flavery may be aboluhed

.
.-." . *
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correspond, and that the time may yet come when your
abilities and liberality will produce all the public benefits
which may justly be expected from them. Mr. Pitt’s
views, as to America, are yet to be ascertained: I wish
they may be such as to increase the reputation and affection
which his father’s memory enjoys among us. It strikes me
that a fninister of any nation, much connected with this,
will always find advantage in possessing the esteem and
confidence of America.

To .what events this country may in future be instru-
mental, is indeed uncertain; but I cannot persuade myself
that Providenee has created such a nation, in such a coun-

try, to remain like dust in the halance of others.. We are’

happy, my lord, in the enjoyment -of much more interior
tranquillity than the English newspapers allow, or their
writers. seem to wish us. - In free .states, there must and

ought to be a little ferment. When the public mind grows .
Janguid, and a dead calm; tnmarked by the least breeze of

party takes -place, the vigour of a republic soon becomes
lost in general relaxation. We perhaps are yet too distant

from, that point; for.although our laws and manners now -

give us as much personal security as can elsewhere be
found, and although the same may in a great, though less
degree be said of our property, yet our federal govemment
has imperfections, which time ahd more expenence will, I
hope, effectually remedy.

I have the hanour to be, my ]or& with great respect and.

esteem, your lordship’s
- Most obedient and very "huinble servant,
Jonn J AY.

TO LORD LANSDOWN. °

New-York, 20th April, 1786.
My Lorp,

Mr. Ansley this morning delivered the letter you d:d me

the honour to write on the 26th of February last. Every.

opportunity of manifesting my attention to yopr lordship’s
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®: not be susceptible of it, but the mass of the people commonly
** ‘act and reason-as they feel, and have seldom sufficient tem-
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recommdatlons will give me pleasure, and thaf'hduce-
ment will conspire, with others of a public nature, to ensure
to Mr. Ansley my friendly endeavours to facilitate the exe-
cution of his commission; and render his residence here
agreeable to him. .. :

I perfectly agree {n sentiment with. your lordship, that it
much concerns the henour and future intercourse of both
countrieg to have, the ‘treaty of peace duly and faithfully
executed, It is tq, be lamented that wars like the last
usually leave behighithiem a degree of heat which requires
some time and pfudence to allay. Minds like yours will

per and hberallty to perceive that peace should draw a veil
over the injuries of war, and that when hostllmes cease, no
other contest should remain, but that of ‘who shall take the

lead in. magnanimity and. manly policy. - Although these

" -, remarks apply to both eountries, yet, whatever may be said

or written to the contrary, there is certainly, my lord,
more temper in this country than it has credit for; and ]
am persuaded it would become more manifest, if less
discouraged by irritating proceedings here and abroad. In
the Legislature of this State there are this day members
sitting, who, it is well. known, are disqualified by law for
their conduct during the late contest; and an.act has lately
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our affairs are not yet perfectly arranged; some former "
acts are to be done away, and more proper regulations to
be introduced. There is reason, however, to hope that
things will gradually come right, and I am persuaded ‘that
a little more good-nature on the part of Britain, would pro-
duce solid and mutual advantages to both countries.

My lord, I write thus freely from a persuasion that your
ideas of policy.are drawn from those. large and liberal views
and- pnnclples, which apply to thm as well as the
present, and which embrace the in of the nation and
of mankind, rather-than the local and transitory advantages .
of partial systems and individual ambition; for your lol'd-""f
ship's plans on the peace were certainly caleulated to make
the revolution produce 6nly an exchange of dependence for
friendship, and of sound and feathers for substance and per-
manent benefits. How greatly wquld it rédound to the
happiness as well as honour of all civilized' people, were
they to consider and treat each other like fellow-citizens;
each nation governing itself as it pleases, but each admit-
tmg others to a perfect freedom of commerce. The bless-
ings resulting from the climate and:local advantages of one
country would then become common to all, and the boun-
ties of nature and conveniences'of art pass from nation to
nation, without being impeded by the selfish monopolies and
restrictions, with which narrow poljcy dpposes the extension
of Divine benevolence. It is pleasant, my lord, to dream
of these things, and 1 often enjoy that pledsure ; but though,
like some of our other dreams, we.may -wish to see them
realized, yet the passions and ;fre.)udlces of mankmd forbid
us to expect it. © |

I have the honour to be, with great respect and smcere
rega:rd, my lord, .
Your lordshlp s most obedient

And very humble servant,
Jomx Jav.

VOL. Tli—A A
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'_ ¥  $0 THE MAEQUIS DE LA PAYETTE, PARIS.

e ' v New-Yalk. 16th June, 1708."
“,:."Dean Sm, .

Dunng your abgence from France, 1 omitted bemg 0
mgulur in my eorr@ondence as I should otherwise have
been. I have been honoured with your letters of the 18th
April, and 6th ‘September in the last year, and with one of
11th February last. They were all communicated 4o Con-

Ths account of your German excursion is corcise and

s intéresting. The sentiments and opinions respecting the
* United States and Ametican affairs, which you found there
ptevmlmg, appear tog me very natural. Successful revolu-

‘ tions and victorious arms have always a degree of splendour
about them, which shines-at a great distance, and excites
admiration, whether well or ill founded. Few have been

~ at the pains of examining and understanding the merits of

" the case between Great. Britain and us, and nine-tenths of
that few have .taken their sides less from conviction and

. opinion of right, than from some of the many other more
" common and more stimulating motives, which usually gov-
ern the declarations and conduct of the mass of mankind.
It is equally natural that reports go our disadvantage, com-
posed of such propartions of truth and falsehood as might
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people’s use, will always find many to receive and be i .

Huenced by them. Thus, errors proceeding from the in-
vention of designing men, are very frequently adopted and

cherished by others who rmistake them for truths. It must °

- be easy for the maritime nations to make the Test of Europe
believe almost what they please of this country for some
years yet to come, and‘l shall be much ‘mistaken if fame
should soon do us justice, especially as her trimpet is, in
many places; emploved and hired for other purposes. :

Whence it haﬁpens, I know not, but so the fact is, that I
have scarcely met with six foreigners in the course of my

life, who really understood American affairs. The cause -

of truth will probably be little indebted to their memoirs

‘.

and representations; and when I consider what mis- -

takes are committed by writers on American subjects, I
suspect the histories of other countries contain but very
imperfect accounts of them. _

I can easily conceive that, at the German courts you
visited, you have dene us,service; because I know how
able, as well as how willing, you are to do it. I wish all
who speak and write of us were equally well-informed and

well-disposed. It is a common remark in this country, -

that wherevér you go, you do us good. For my part, I
give you credit, not merely for doing us good, but also for
doing it uniformly, constantly, and upon system.

Do you recolleet your letter of the 2d March, 1783, con-
taining what passed between you and Count de Florida
Blanca, respecting oyr western limits? I communicaged
that part-of it some months ago to Mr. Gardoqui,-in oppo-
sition to his pretensions and claims. He lately told me
you had mistaken the count, for that he never mesnt to'con-
vey to you any thing like a. dereliction of those claims';
which, by-the-bye, are too extensive to be'admitted. Ina
word, they do not mean to be restricted to the limits estab-
lished between Britain and us. Why should people, who
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that will not be the case until our public¢ faith acquires mare-:
confidence, and our govermnent more strength. :

When or how these great objects will be attamed can -
scarcely be conjectured. An uneasiness prevails through
the country, and may produce eventually the desired reform-
stions, and it may also produce untoward events. Time
alone can decide this and many other doubts; for nations,
like individuals, are more frequently guided by circum-
stances, than circumstances by them.

There are some little circumstances that look as 11' the’

“Dutch regret our having found the way.to China ; and that
will doubtless be more or less the case with every nation
with whose commercial views we may interfére. -I am
happy in reflecting, that there can be but little clashing of
interests between us and France, and therefore that she
will probably continue dlssted to wish us wellyand do us
good ; especially, if we honestly fulfil our pecuma& engage-
ments with her. These engagements, however, 8ive me
much concern. Every principle. and considgfation of
honouy, justice, and interest calls upon us for g
punctuality ; and yet we are unhappily so ci
that the moneys necessary for the purpose spq
nor in such a way of being provided as
This is owing, not fo any thing wrong in Cq%ess, but to
their not possessing that power of coercion witout which
no government can possibly attain the mogt salutary and
constitutional objectss Excuses and palliations, and appli-
cations for more time, make bad remittances, and will
afford no inducements to our allies or others to afford us
similar aids on future occasions. o

With great respect, I have the honour p be,
Dear sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,
Co . Jomx Jav. *
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TO THOMAB JEFFERSON, PARIS.
New-York, $7th Oa., 11'00.
Dear STI;

" The inefficacy of our government becomes daily more
and*more‘apparent. Our treasury and our credit are in a
sad situation ; and it is probable that either the wisdom or
the passions of the people will produce changes. A spirit
of licentiousriess has infected Massachusetts, which appears

. more formidable than some at first apprehended. -~ Whether

similar symptoms will not soon mark a like disease i in sev-
eral other States is very problematical.

The public papers herewith sent contain every thing
generally known about these matters. A reluctance to

.taxes, an impatience of government, a rage for property

and little j¢gard t6 the means of acquiring it, together with
a desxre equality in all things, seem 'to actuate the mass
of lhase ho are uneasy in their circumstances. To these
may be &dded the influence of ambitious adventurers, and
the specflagions of the many characters who prefer private
to public ggod, and of others who expect to gain more from

‘wrecks m eplly tempests than from the produce of pa-

world are Jfogever in alliance, it is easy to percewe how

tient and £@t industry. As the knaves and fools of this
much vigoWr and wisdom a government, from its construe-
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tyranny may raise its head, or the more sober part of the
people may even think of a kmg
- In short, my dear sir, we are'in a very unp]easant situa- -
tion. Changes are necessary; but what they ought to be,
what they will be, and how and when to be produced, are
arduous questions. I feel for the cause of liberty, and for
the honour of my countrymen who have so nobly asserted
it, and who, at present, so gbuse its blessings. If it should
not take root in this soil, little pains will be taken to cul-
. tivate it in any other. :
I have the honour to be, with great respect,
- Dear sir,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jonx Jav.

TO JOHN ADANMS.
Office for Foreign Affairs, ; ‘
New-York, 1st November, 1786.
DEear Six,

My report on the answer of the Brmsh minister to your
memorial respecting our frontier posts, is under the consid-
eration of Gongress. Your ideas and mine on those sub-
jects very nearly correspond, and I sincerely wish that you
may be enabled to accommodate every difference between
us and Britain, on the most liberal principles of justice and
candour. -The result of my inquiries into the conduct of
the States relative to the treaty,. is, that there has not been
a single day since it took effect, on which, it has not been
violated in America, by one or other of the Srfates and this
observation is just, whether the treaty be supposed o have
taken effect either at the date or exchange of the provisional
articles, or on the day of the date of the definitive treaty, or.
of the ratifications of it. ‘

Our affairs are in a very unpleasant situation, and
changes become necessary, and in some little degree prob-
able. When government, either from defects in its con-



192 LIFR' OF JOHN JAY.

struction or administration, ceases to assert its rights, or is
tbo feeble to afford security, inspire confidence, and over-
awe the ambitious and licentious, the best citizens naturally
g'row uneasy and look to other systems.
F far the disorders of Massachusetts may extend, or
¢y will terminate, is problematical; nor is it possible
ide whether the people of Rhode Island will refnain
‘mwéh longer obedient to the very extraordinary and ex-
ceptionable laws passed, for compelling them to embrace the
doctrine of the political qansubstantmtlon of paper into
gold and silver.

I suspect that our posterity will read’ the hxstory of our
last four years w1tb much regret.

I enclose for your information a pamphlet, containing the
acts of the different States granting an impost to Congress.

. You will also find enclosed a copy of an act of Congress,
of 20th and 21st ult., for'raising an additional number of
troops. This measure was doubtless necessary, although
the difficulty of providing for the expense of it is a serious
one. I flatter myself you will be able to obviate any im-
proper suspicions which the minister may be led to enter-
tain respecting the object of this force. Ihave pressed the
policy of deciding on my report on the infractions of the
treaty without delay, ‘that you may thence be furnished

with conclusive arguments against the insinuations of those




MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE, 193

TO JACOB REED.
Nev-York, 12th Dec., 1786.
DEear Sir,

Your friendly letter has long remained unanswered ; but
a variety of private, as well as public affairs, conm
me to postpone indulging myse]f in the pleasure I alwnyl
derive from writing to my friends. The recess (if I may
so call it} of Congress gives their officers too much Jeisure
at present ; and there is reason to fear, that the. members
will be as long in convening this year as they were last.
Business is at a stand for want- of an adequate represent-
ation. The ]anguor of the States is to.be lamented ; many
inconveniences have already arisen from it, and if continued,
serious evils will awaken our people. Qur affajrs, my dear
8ir, are in a delicate situation, and it is much to be wished,
that the real patriots, throughout the States, would exert
themselves to render it more -safe and respectable. The
feuds in Massachusetts are rather suspended than extin-
guished. What events they may ultimately produce, is
‘uncertain ; but I should not be surprised if much treuble
was to result from them. The public creditors will soon
become Jimportunate, and Congress cannot create the means
of satisfying them. It is true that order usually sucpeeds
confusion; but it is a high ptice to pay for order,” espe-
cially when' a little virtue and good sense would précure
it for us on very reasonable terms. If the best men would
be-prevailed upon to come forward, and take the lead in
our legislatures as well .as in Congress, and would unite
their endeavours to rescue their country from its present
condition, our affairs, both at home and abroad, would soon

wear a more pleasing aspect. It is time for our people to’

distinguish more accurately than they seem to do, between

liberty and licentiousness. The late revolution would lose

much of its glory, as well as utlhty, if our conduct should
VOL. I.—B B
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conﬁrm the tory maxim,  That men are mcapable of gav.
erning themselves.”
. With real esteem and regard
* T am, dear sir, :
. Your most obedlent and very humble servant,
Jomn Ju'.

— Y0 GEORGE “WASHINGTON. -
. - © New-York, 35t July,-xm
“Drar, Six,

Permxt me to hint whether 1t would not be wise and sea
sonable to provide a strong check to the admission of
foreigners into the administration of our national govern-
ment; and to declare expressly that the command in. chief

_ of the American army shall not be ngen to, nor devolve on
- any but a natural born citizen.
: I remain, dear sir, .
Your faithful friend and servant,
. Jomx JAY.

FROM QII)IGE WASHINGTON. .
Mount Vernon, August. sd, 1788.

Dear Sin,
The. letters which yqu did me the favour of wntmg to
me on the 17th and 23d of ‘last month from Poughkeepsie,
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Wivided in sentiments as it is, would vrithdraw herself from
the union, yet considering the great majority which appeared
to cling together in the Convention, and the decided temper
of  the leaders in the opposition, I did not, I confess, see the
means by which it was to be avoided.

The exertion of those who were able to effect this grent
work, must have been equally arduous and meritorious. It -
is to be hoped that the-State of North Carolina will not -
spend much time in deciding on this question, and as to
Rhode Island, its conduct hitherto has so far baffled all
calculatxon, that few are dxsposed to hazard a con]ectum
thereon.

Wxth sentiments of the sincerest esteem and rega.rd,

. I am, dear sir,
Your most obedient and affectionate servant,
' ) GEo. W AsHINGTON.

.TO GEORGE WASHINGTON. ,
_ New-York, 21st September, 1788.
Dear Sig, ' -

I am not sure that the new government will be found to
rest on principles sufficiently stable to produce a uniform
adherence to what justice, dignity, .and liberal policy may
require ;. for however proper such conduct may be, nene
but great minds will always deem it expedient. Men in
general are guided more by conveniences than by princi-
ples; this idea accompanies all my reflections: on the new
constitution; and induced me to remark to our late Conven-
tion at Poughkeepsie, that some of the most unpopular and:
strong parts of it appeared to me.to bé the most unex:
ceptionable. Government without liberty is a curse; but
on'the other hand, liberty without government is far from
being a blessing. -

The opponents in this State to the constitution decrease '
and grow temperate. Many of them seem to lovk forwerd
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to another Convention, rather as a measure that will justify
their opposition, than produce all the effects they pretended
to expect from it. I wish that measure may be adopted
with a good grace, and withaut delay or hesitation. So
many good. reasons can be assigned for postponing the
session of such a Convention for three or four years, that 1
really believe the great-majority of its advocates.would be
satisfied with that delay; after which I think we should net
bave much danger to apprehend from it, especially if the
new government should in the mean time recommend itself
to. the people by the wisdom of their proceedings, which I
flatter myself will be the case. The division of the
powers of government into. three departments, is a great
and valuable point gained, and will give the people the best
opportunity of bringing the question whether they can
govern themselves to a decision in their favour.
I remain, dear sir, -
Your faxthfui friend and obedient servant,
: Jonx Jav.

. " TO. MAJOR PIERCE.
New-York, 8d Ja.n.,' 1789. -
Dzar Sm,
Itis as yet exceedmgly uncertain who will be senators
for this Stdte, and consequently it cannot be even conjec-
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prefer a uniform adherence to propnety, to any fnendly
efforts beyond its limits.
I.am, dear sir,
" Your most obedient and humble servant,
: : - Jomn Jav..

FROM GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. -
Puris, 1st Jnly. 1789.
Mr Dzar Sm,

I am too much occupied to find time for. the useof 2
cipher, and in effect, the government here is so much occu- .
pied with their own affairs, that’ in transmitting to you a
letter under an envelope, . there i3 no risk. This, however,
I'am pretty certain will go sdfe. ‘The States-general have
now been & long time in session, and have done nothing
hitherto. They have been engaged in a dispute, whether
they shall form one body or three. The commons, who
are represented by a number equal to both the others, and
who besides have at least one-half- the representatives.of -
the clergy, insist on forming a single house. They have
succeeded. But the nobles deeply feel their situation. The
king, after siding with them, was frightened into an aban-
donment of them.. He acts now from terror only. The
soldiery in this city, particularly the French guards, de-
clare they will not-act against the people. They are now
treated by the mobility, and parade.about the streets drunk, .
huzzaing for the Tiers. Some of them have, in consequence, -

. been confined; not by the force, but by the adroitness of
authority. Last night this circumstance became known,
and immediately & mob repaired to the prison. The sol-
diers on guard unfixed their bayonets, and joined the assail-
ants. A party of dragoons, ordered.on duty to disperse
the riot, thought it better to.drink with the rioters, and
return back to their quarters. The soldiers, ‘with others
confined in the same prison, were then paraded in triumph
to the Palais Royal, which is now the liberty pole of this
city, and there they celebrated, as usual, thair joy. Probe.
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bly this evening some other prisons will be opened, for

* “Liberté” is now the general cry, and ¢ autome" is a npme,

not a real existence.

The court are about to form a camp in the neighbour-
hood of Paris, of 25,000 men, under. the command of the
Marechal ‘de Broglio. I do not know him personally,
therefore cannot judge what may be expected from his
talents; but all my information goes to the pomt, t.hat
be will .never bring his army to act against the §

The Guard duCorps are as warm adherents(in ge: to
the Tiers as anybody else, strange as that may soem’; 90
that in effect the sword has slipped- out of the monarch’s
bands, without his' perceiving a 'tittle of the matter. All
these things in.a nation not yet fitted by education and
habit for the enjoyment of freedom, gives one frequent suse
picions ‘that they will indeed greatly overshoot their mark,
if indeed they have not already done it.” Already spme
peeple talk of limiting the king’s negative upon the laws.
And as they have hitherto felt severely the authority exer
oised in the name. of . their princes, every limitation of . that
authority seems to them desirable. Never having felt the

" evils of too weak .an executive, the disorders to be appre-

hended ‘from anarchy make, as yet, no impression.
. The provincial assemblies or administrations, in other
words, the popular executive of the provinces, which Turgot
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same time lettres de cachet are to be abrogated, and the
liberty of the ‘press established.

My private opinion is, that the king, to get fau'ly out of the

scrape in which he finds himself, would subscribe to any
thing ;" and truly from him little is to be expected in any way.
The queen, hated, humbled, mortified, feels, and feigns; and
intrigues to save some shattered remnants of the royal au-
thority ; but to know that she favours a measure is the certain
means to frustrate its success. The Count D’Artois, alike
hated, is equally busy, but has neither sense to counsel him.
self, nor choose counsellors for himself, muchless to counsel
others. The nobles look up to him for support, and lean on
what they know to be a broken reed, for want of some more
solid dependence. In their anguish,” they curse Neckar,
whois, in fact, less the cause than the instrument of their suf:
ferings. His popularity depends now more on the opposition

he meets with from one party, than' any seriqus regard of .

the other. It is the attempt to throw him down Which saves
him from falling. He has no longer the preponderating
~ weight in council, which a fortnight ago decided évery
thing. If they were not afraid of consequences, he would
be dismissed ; and, on the same principle, the king has re.
fused to ‘accept his resignation. If his abilities were equal
to his genius, and he were as much supported by firmness
as he is swayed by ambition, he would have had the-exalted

honour of giving a free constitution to above twenty mil- -

lions of his fellow-creatures, and would have rejgned long
in their hearts, and .received the unanjmous. applause of
posterity. But as it is, he must soon fall. Whether his
exit will be physical or moral, must depetd on events
. which I capnot foresece. The best chance that royalty has
is, that popular excesses may ularm. At the rate in which
things are now going, the king of France must soon be one
of the most limited monarchs in Europe. Adieu. -
I am yours,
GouvernzUR Monm
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_ TO CHARLES PETTIT. .

L. 'New-York, 14th July, 1789,

Dear Siz,

. Your obliging letter of the 5th instant was dehvened to

me last week. .o .
You know it is zmportant that confidence and cordmhty
subsist between the heads of the departments, that they
may, when necessary, unite their efforts to promote their
regpective’ operations for the public good.. To this.end
much delicacy and candour should be observed towards
each 'other, and .all unnecessary. interfererice avoided. It
is likewise important that harmony and confidence subsist
between the principal and other officers of .each'depart-
-ment, that no personal jealousies or discontents may em-
barrass the business of it. These and all other prudential
- considerations will doubtless. have . their due degree of
weight with the president, in all his nominations; and I
-mention them, merely -because they lead me to think it
would be improper for me to recommend to the president
any person for a place in any other department than the
one in which I may hold. the first. -All that T could do,
. therefore, in the present case was, to inform the president
that it would give you pleasure to serve the public in the
place you mention. This I have done, nor could ‘details
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. TO FISHER AMES. .
) New-York, 27th November, 1789,
‘DEar Sz, A v
'T have_this moment been favoured with your letter of the
10th of this month. Mr. Sedgwick has given me the sama
character of Mr. Tucker that you do. -‘There are at pres-
. ent several candidates for the place in question,® and prob-
_ably the number will be increased before the appointment
- takes place. As it should be the result of mutual informa:
" tion and joint consultation between the judges, it appears to
me proper that I should in the mean:time remain free.fiom
engagements, express or implied, to or for"any gentleman,
bowever well récommended. The reserve which this con-

sideration imposes will not permit me to enlarge upon this’

subject ; but I know of no consideration which shotild restrain
me from assuring you very explxcitly of the esteem with
which I am, dear sir,
: Your most obedient and humble servant,
.JouN Jav,
TO JOHN DUMONT.
) New-York, 27th Feb., 1790.
Dear Sz, .

I was favoured with yours of the 28th ultimo as I was
preparmg to go out of town. ‘It was not until last evening
that I returned, or I should have taken'an earlier -opportu-
nity of answering your letter. -

Accept my thanks for your friendly congratulations. I
believe them sincere, and value them accordingly. It ‘would
give me great pleasure to see your situation more comfort-
able. On these occasions it is best to be very explicit; it
would neither be friendly nor candid to excite delusory

* Clerk of the Supreme Court.
VOL. II.—C"C *
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expectations, or to make promises without a good prospect
of performing them. There is not a single office in my
gift; ner do I recollect that there is ‘more than one in the
appomtment ‘of the court, I mean their clerk. As to offices
in the gift of other departments, I think it my duty not to
interfere, nor to ask favours, it being improper for a judge

" to put himself under such obligations.

I am sincerely disposed to serve my friends,,and you
agong others; but it can only be in a-way perfectly con-

“sistent with. the duties and proprjeties of my public station.

These connderanons will, I am. persuaded, have their due
welght thh you, and rathet. increase than diminish the
esteem and attachment you have always expressed and
manifested for me. . I regret that on this occasion I can-
not say. things more consopant with your wishes; but
sincetity, though not always pleasmg, is preferable to mere
thty
“Be assured of my constant regard and that I remain
. : Your friend,
JouN Jay.

FROM ALEXANDER HAMILTON,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Philadelphis, 13th Nov., 1790,

My Dzar Sig,

LR
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they contain? This’question arises out of sudden and. un-
ngested thought. e T T
I remain, dear sir; :
Your affectlonate and obedient humble servant,
ALEXANDER Hunuron.

“ Resolved That it is the opxmon of this commlttee, that
80 much of the act of Congress entitled ¢ An act making
provision for the debt of the United States’ as assumes the
payment of .the State debts, is repugnant to the constitu-
tion of the United States, as it goe§ to the exercise of a
power not expressly granted to the general government.

« Rosolved, That so much of the aeet entitled ‘An act’
making provision for the debt of the United States’ as limits
the right of the United States in their’ redemption of the
public debt is dangerous to the rights and subversive of the
-interests of the people, and dermands the marked dlsappro-
bation of the General Assembly i |

TO ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
. Boston, 28th Nov., 1790.
Dear Sir, *

On returning from Exeter the evening be!'ore the last. I
bad the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 13th inst.
with the two copies mentioned in it. Having-no appre-

- hension of such measures, what was to be done appeared
to me a question of some difficulty as. well as importance.
To treat them as very important- might render them more
so than I think they are. The author of McFingal c¢ould
do justice to the subject. ‘The assumption will do its own
work. It will justify itself, and not want advocates. Every
indecent interference .of State assemblies will diminish
their influence. The natlonal government has only to do
what is right, and if poss1ble, be silent. If compelled to
speak, it should be in few words, strongly evincive of tem-
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. bex, dignity, ;nd self-respect. (}'mersation and desultory

L po.rqgnphs will do the rest,
. The national government gains ground in these countnes,

. 4nd I hope eare will be taken to eherish the national spirit
whith i prevailing in them. The deviation from contract
touching interest:does not please very umversally. An
individual remarked; that while Congress thought them-
selves authorized to take such liberties, private property

.o eould not ke secure in a national bank.
T 2 Yeours aﬂbctxonate'ly,
¥ ' - Jomn Jav.
Yo oL wRom GEORGE ‘WASHINGTON.
'4.__» o ot X
K, % Philadelphia, Sept. 4th, 1791,

: n! DEAR: S;n,

e _indisposition, and (;onsequent absence” from Mount
by of my nql'l' Major Washington, to whom the
" qive’ of my pnv“blmneu is intrusted, makes it indis-

. pemably neceseary for me fo go home before the meeting

of Congress. :
My stay there will be longer or. shorter, according to cir-
euinstances, but it cannat exceed the middle of Octobet.
1 must be beck beforé the meeting of that body.
Will you permit me, my dear sis, to make a similar
. request to the ope I did last yea.r,andto pray that your

LT ]
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TO GEORGE' WASHINGTON.
: New-York, 334 Sept., 1791.
Dzar Sm, _

My first idea was to have made a sketch of what, in my
opinion, would be proper on the occasion ; but finding in the
progress of it that my information relative to the actual -
state of affajrs was not sufficiently parucula.r, and in
several respects defective, it became necessary to conﬁno
myself to general rematks.

How far thé present fiscal arrangements require amend-
ments or additions, can best be ascertained of the secre-
tary. I recollect one case which should be provided
viz. where bribes -are offered to revenue_officers, It )
rarely happen that the offer of a bribe.can be proved, ex-
cept by the man to whom it is offered, and if he be dis-
qualified (by bemg interested. in'the penalty) from' giving
testimony, the offender must be acquitted. Auxiliary pro-
visions may, in the execution of other parts of these
statutes, have been found wanting ; this merits inquiry. If
amendments are contemplated, it may be proper to ob.
serve, that as all new institutions are liable to defects which
experience only can discover; it may be useful to consider
whether the revenue laws require any emendments to Ten-
der them more competent to their objects. - -

Whether it is intended to bring forward-any and what
plans for additional supplies, I know not; if it is, some gen-
eral ideas leading the attention that way might be expe-
dient. If not, perhaps it would be well"to observe, that-the
existing revenues being equal to the ordinary exigences of
the nation, it will not be necessary to ingrease them for
any other purpose than that of reducing the public debt.
This idea, I think,:should be constantly held up.

If there should this year be a surplus of revenue, the
whole or part of which could-be spared for domestic ob-
jects, might it not be best to apply it towards discharging
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the French debt, and to introduce the recommendation by
some observations like these, viz. that the friendly disposi-
tion and aids of the king and people of France had been
highly conducive to the establishment of our liberty and
mdependence and therefore that they might, with great
proprxety, expect from the United States every mark of

- attention which their and our cn;cumstances mlght render

eligible. That the cause of liberty and good government
vhnhe cause of all mankmd and that the exertions of the
citizens of France to introduce and establishrthose blessings,
‘iot -only metited gereral approbation, but were particularly -
entitled’ to our best wishes fof their' success. That the

:. :United States could not better eévince this friendly disposi-
. ¢ tion than by applying part ‘of their revenues towards pay-

ing ‘the debt dué to France, bt a season when, from the
!lerangemeﬂts incident- to revolutions, it oou]d not fm] of

. beifig both acceptable and useful.

- - Indian affairs afferd aniother topic, but on this sub]ect my
fnformation is too limited to enable me to see things as

" they* probably aré. - ‘But be they as they may; it might

answer-a good purpose occasxonally to hint at, the justice
and ‘Yolicy of treating those-nations with benevolehce, and

‘ wxdr constant regard to good faith.

* If circomstances of importance should make it proper to
say any thing of the territories, and the immediate govern-
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be unequxvocally ascertained. To be silent, and thereby
to avoid either courtmg or irritating them, appears to me
advisable in the present moment.-

The judicial system undoubtedly calls for revision ; but
I rather think it will be better to include it generally among
those other subjects heretofore recommended, whiich it may
be necessary dgain to mention, than to make any pointed
remarks'respecting it. .

To convey necessary mformatwn, and to suggest useful
hints on the one hand, and on the other so to do both as to

cause as few questions or divisions as ‘possible in framing |

the addresses in answer, seems to be all that can be-re-
quisite.

All things have their order. All that ought to be done,
cannot be done at once. * Those, therefore, of the greatest
present importance should take the lead, and the rest be
reserved for future sessions. -

As to public and private communications, it stnkes me
thdt the former should contain only important and public
information, and in generals; and that details, as well as
intelligence of a more secret nature, or of lesser import-
ance, should be conveyed by message. o

The- census ig a subject about which much might, ‘but

little need be said, the observations pertinent to it being oh-
vious. I think that something should.be said, generally
and cautiously (by way of information); of the proceedings
'in the business of the federal district; and if necessary,
the details may be communicgted by message. Of the
bank, I doubt the expediency of.saying any thing; espe-
cially as its- affairs are under the management of its
directors.

Thus, my dear sir, I have committed to paper what
passed in my mind relative to these subjects with that free-
dom which your friendship invites, and without that caution
and reserve which a sense of your judgmert, experience,
and discretion tends naturally to create.
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I regret the circumstance which ‘called you to Motnt
Vernon, and hope the recovery of your nephew 'has re-
lieved you from all anxieties on that account. - I can per-
ceive no reasons which ought to restrain you from frequent
visits to'it during the recess -of Congress.. It would con-
‘duce to your health, and' so far to the public’ good. -Be-
sides, the distance is not so‘great, but that in the ordinary
course of things, your presence at Phlladelphla might, at
convenient intervals, be 'spared ; for should any thing ex-
traardma.ry oceur, you-might very soon be ddvised of it,
and if netessary, return. Be pleased to present Iny tespect-
ful compliments to your lady ; and believe me to be with
perfect respect, esteem, and attachment, '

i Dear sir, - - )
. Your obhged and obedxent servant:
' . " Jomn Jav. -
e . o FREDERICK JAY.

Emfuld, Sd Nowmbsr, m1

Mv paR BroTmER, . R
" A person who shys he léft New-York last Fnday,tppbm
that a putrid disorder prevmled there, and that among many
athers, it had rendered your house:a house of mouming.
‘This unexpected event affects me’ greatly. I can easily
coneeive what your feelings on the occasion must be, and
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It is true,that in the mean nme we neither can nor ought
to obliterate the impressions which such events naturally
. make on thé human beart and mind. But there certainly
is a differepee between . sustaining the burden of affliction
as Chn.suan's, and smkmg under it as men wnhout fortitude
or hope. , .

May God grant you those comlolatxons which the woxld.
cannot give nor take away. '

Believe me t¢ be o

Your very aﬂ'ectlonate brot.her.
Jouan
K EGPERT. BENSON.
Member of Congrees. .
i New—Yark, 3lst H.uoh. 1m.
MY aoon anvn,. :

I have had ‘the pleasure .of seemg Senor Ceracchi, and
his model of a monument in honour of the revolution. The
design abpegrs,to me to be & noble one, worthy the attention
- of the -United Siates, and honourable to the _taste and
talents of the artist. It cannot fail of being interesting to.
all who conmbnted to_the revoluuon, and to that glououl'
tnumph of liberty which. it exhibited, and which well. de
serves.a magnificent monugent. The gncient republics,
to whose very imperfections we are sometimes partial,
afford preccdents. Why should not the Congress adopt
and carry this design into execution?* The expense? for
my part I think the expense proper, and therefore confide
in the sense and sentiment of the’ public. If the money,
was now to be provided, the measure would be unseason-
able, on account of the Indian war. That obstacle will be
of short duration.” We need not begin the monument this
year. To adopt the plan will cost nothing. The work.
must necessarily be long on hand, and as the expense will
begradually incurred, so also it will be gradually defrayed..
The sum annually requisite can be but small compared

YOL. 1t.—DD .,
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with the object, and with-our resources. Although it would
better become. the natxon, than individuals, te undertake it,
yet provided the nation assume the- task, the aid of substrip-
tiong, and’ even State donations, mlght, if nécessaly, be
. vecurred to. If you would ‘say,.it shall be bagun as soon
as a certain sum is subscribed, there is reason to believe it
. would -be subscribed.” If the ways and means he referred
to Cdlpnel Hamilton, he- will mdxoete the most eligible.
His ofﬁcm.l statlon, mformatlon, and talents, would render it.
proper
" ' 'The gentleman who formed the. design, will be the most )
proper ‘person to exéoute it.. Another artist would not feel
the same degree of mterest in jt, nor is' it eertam that
another of equal talensé could easily be had. . e
+As to his reward,—it i$ a matter which I thmk should
not gt present be contemplated. Let the work be finished,
end then make him such an “acknowledgment as would
Hecome the‘ nation on'the one hand, and: him on the- other,
I cah conceive of no other rule o such odoesnonl, and in
relation to such objects. .
1 chnfess to you that theeﬂ%ct which tlus measure would
. naturally have on the- -président’s feelings, is ‘witlt me an
addjtional inducement. -'We .shall not be ‘veproached for
letting him die by an executioner, or in chains, or in-exile,
or in. neglect and disgrace, da many Greek and Roman
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. MY Dxu. Sim,

The proceedings at Pittsburgh, whxch you wﬂl find stated
i the anclosed paper, and pther’ incidents in- the westqrn.
parts of this State, announce so determined and .persevenng
a spirit of opposition ta the laws, as, in my oplmon, to
render a vigorous exertion of the powers of government
mdlspensable I have commnmcated this . oplmon to the. "
president, and T doubt not his i ipressjons will accord with
it.. In this case, on¢ point for comsideration will be the
expediency of the.next circuit court’s noticing the state-of
. things in that quarter, particularly the mee,ing at Pittsburgh, *
and its proceedmgs. ‘You will observe an avowed. object
is to “obstruct the operation of the Jaw.” This is -attempted
to.be qualified by a pretence of doing it by “every legal -
measure.”, But. ¢ lega] measures” “to obstruct the opera~
" tion pf a law, is a contradiction ip terms. _I therefore
' entertajn no doubf; that a hngh mlsdemeanon)xas been com-
mitted. The point, however, is under sub'mussnon to the .
attorney-general for his opmxon . .

There is rea eally, my dear sir, a érisis in the aﬂ'alrs of the
eountry, which demands the most maturq consxderanon of
its.best and wisest friends.

.1 bég you to apply .your most serious thoughts to lt. and
favour. ,me, as soon 3s possible, with the result of your
reflections. Perhaps it will not be- amiss for you to con-
versé with Mr. King. His Judgment is sound He. hu
caution and energy.

‘Would a proclamatioy from the presxdent be advxsable,
stating the criminality of such proceedings, and warning.all
persons to abstain from them, a8 the laws will be stncdy .
enforced against all offenders '

If the _plot- should thlcken, and. the apphcanonof force

rhu-é-lpm-.&ptuxm -
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-should appear t6.be unavoidable, will it be expedient for the
president to repau' in person to the scene of commotion?
Thesé are some of the questions which presént them-
selvés. The subject will doubtless open itself in all its
-aspects to you. With real respect, and aﬂ'ecumata nttach-
ment, Iremmn, dear sir, :
LR ~ -Your obedxent servaht,
. . ST et Ammmn Hauxtron,

. 'l'O ALEXANDER KAHILTON .
Nev-York, Sth Sept., 1792.

”
.

N Dn.ur. S,

I have conferred with Mr. ng on the sub_]ect of your
letter of the 8d inst. We congur in opinion that neither a
o proclamanon, nor-a- particular charge by thé court to the’
' gmnd jury .would be ddvisable at. present.: ‘To us it AP

pears more prudent, that "this busiriess be opened by ;the
president’s speech, at the’ ensuing session &f Congress..
‘Their address will manifest the sense ‘of the House, and both
together operate more effectually than a proclamation. -

'No strong detlarations should be ma.de, unless there be

- ability and disposition to follow them with' strong. measures.
Admitting botli these requisites, ‘it is questionable whether
such operations at this'momen would:not furnish the Anties
with ‘materials for déceiving the uninformed part of the
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If,in the mean time, such outrages ‘should be committed
as to force the attention- of - government to its dignity,
nothmg will nemam but to obey that - necéssity in-a way that
will leave notlnng to hazard. "Success, on .such occasions,
.should be certajn. Whether this should be déne under the
president’s personal direction; must, I think; depepd -on -
circumstantes at-the tfime; or in-other words, on the de-
gree of importance which those eircumstances com.bmed
may evmce .

T Yours aﬂ'ectionately,
Josix Jav.

: FROM ALEXANDER HAMII/ION.’
) Phxhdelphu, December 15th, 1m

Mv DEAR Sm, ) ~
Your favburs of the 26th N0vember and l&th inst. have
* duly come ‘to liand. 1 am ashamed that the former has

remained so long unacknowledged ; though I am persuaded
- my friends would readily excuse my delinquencies, could
they appreciate my situation.. 'Tis not.the load of proper
official business that alone engrosses me, though this would
be enough to occupy any man. 'Tis not the extra attén-
tions I am obliged to pay to the course of legislative ma-
neeuvres, that alone adds -to my burthen and perplexity.
"Tis the malicious intrigues to stab me in the dark, agaum
which-I am too often obliged to guard myself, that distract
and harass: me to a point, which, rendering my: situation’
scarcely tolerable, interferes with objects to which friend-
ship and inclination would prompt me.’

I have not, however, been unmindful_ of, the subject of
your letters. Mr. King will tell you the state the business
was in. . Nothing material has happened since. The rep-
résentation will probably produce some effect, though not
as great as ought to be expected: Some changes for the
better, I trust, will take place.

The ‘success of the vice-pregident is as great a source of

.
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satisfaction, as that of Mr. Clinfon would have been of mor- -
“tification and pain fo me. Willingly, however, would I
relinquish my share of the command fo the-anti-federalists,
if I thought they were to be trusted. - But I have so: manyA
proofs qf the contrary, as to make me dread the expenment
of their preponderance. . - .
.+ Very. respectfullyand aﬁiecuonately, dear siy,_
<. Your obedient servant,-
ro A HamvroNn.
TO ALEXANDER _HAMILTON. .
. New-York, 19th Decamber, 1792
"DEAR Sir,. |
. On my return this evening from Rye, I found. syour letter
of the 18th ingtant at my house. It is not difficult to per-
oeive that your situation is quleasant, and it is easy to
pmdwt that your enemies will endeavout to ren’der it still
more so. The thorns.they strew in your way will (if you
please) hereafter blossom, and furnish garlands to decorate
your administration. Resolve not to be driven from your
station, and as your situation must, it seems, be militant, act.’
accordingly. Envy will tell postenty that your difficulties,.
from the state of .things, were intonsiderable, compared
with the great, growing, and untouched resourcés of the
pation. Your difficulties from persons and party will, by
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has relieved my mind from much inquietude. It is a great
point gained; but the’ uncéasing industry and arts of the
Aaties render- perseverance, union, and constant efforts
necessary. . ° o .
) ’Adleu, my (Iear sir. .
. Yours, sincerely,
Jomn Jav.
: .= TO.DUGALD, STEWARY,
"Profeseor of Moral Philosaphy in the University of Edlnbnrgh
: N'evy-York, 20th Ml.rch, l'IM
Sm, ’ - .

Aocept my thanks for the-i mgemous work wlnch you was
80 obliging as to send me by Mr. Childs. I have read it
with pleasare and .improvement: it casts new light on
several interesting+questions, and I observe -in it a degree
of perspicuity net always to be Ffound in dlssertatlons on
‘such subjects. "

. 'The connexion between mind and bedy, and’ the opera-
tions of thé former on and: through the. latter; cohtmue
imvolved in great obscunty Persévering attention -and
* inquiry will; prabably, produce further information. The
spiritual and material werlds, if I'may use the expression,
appear td'me to be. so widely- different and opposite, that T -
am often inclined to suspect the"existence.of others, mter-
; medlate, but of a nature distinct from either.

*- It is much to be wished that nothing rhay occur to pre-
vent youy finishing the analysis of the intellectual powers,
and extending your speculations to mah considered as an
active and moral being, and as the member of a political
society. There is reason to doubt whether this field of
science has, as yet, received the highest cultivation of which
it'is capable. - The republic of letters is under many
obligations to your country. ‘May those obhganonl be
mcreased '

’
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.1 have the hopour to be, Wlth sentxments of respect and
esteem, sir,
‘ Your most obedient and very humb}e servant, :

.

DT -!JOHNJAY.

TO GEORGE wumna'ron .
' New- York, 30th Apnl, 1794
DEAR S R,
" - 1 was' this day honoured wu,h your letter of yesterday
1 expect to sail in the course of a fortmght, and, if my
prayers and endeavours- avail, my absence wxll not be of
long duration. _ .
-From the cpnﬁdence 'you repose in me, I denve the most
. pleasing emotions, and I thank yon for them. . Life is uncer-
tain—whether I take your letter wuh me, or leave it here,
it would, in case of my death, be mspected by olhers, who,
however.virtuous, might be indiscreet. . After much reflec-
tion, I conclude it will be most prudent to commit it to you,
- without retammg hny copy or memorandum,- except in my

" memory, Where the numerous proofs of your kind attention

to me ate carefully preserved.
With perfect respect, esteem, | and attachment.
. . . I am, dear sir,
Your obhged and- affectionate servant;
: " JomN Jav.
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place things in more particular and in clearer points of
view.

Dr. Gordon has .information, which he relies upon, that
the posts will not be surreadered, and he authorizes me to
tell you so in confidence. His information does not make so
strong an impression upon my mind as it does on his; it
merits attention, but, in my opinion, is not conclusive.

The observations I have-hitherto made induce me to be-
lieve that the war-with France is popular, and thata war
with us would be unpopular. The word Jacobin is herea’
term of reproach, and used as such among the common
people. They who wish the reform of this government,.
do, I apprehend, wish a certain degree of success to the
present French cause, not because they like it, but because
they think such success would promote their favaurite ob-
jects. I often hear gentlemen converse on these subjects,
but I think it prudent to be reserved ; as to their internal
parties and divisions, I make it a rule to remain silent. - .

“Your administration is greatly commended. The idea
entertained by some, of applying private debts to compen-
sate public injuries, alarms and disgusts, and impairs credit.
I am anxious to have it in my power to communicate some-
thing decisive. As yet,I am entirely satisfied with the
minister. ‘ _

I ought to add, that Mr. Pinckney’s conduct relative to
me corresponds with my ideas of delicacy and propriety.

With perfect respeéct, esteem, and attachment,

I am, dear sir,
Your obhged and obedient servant,
Jomx Jav.

" P.S. The enclosed copies of a note of the 19th inst.

from Lord Grenville, and my answer, afford indications of

his present temper, that will nat escape you. It is always

useful to communicate such papers, but seldom useful to

publish them. Publications, unnecessarily. and frequently
VOls IL.—E E -
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-

e ‘ q": -1 regret my not knowmg that yqu resided at Baﬁ&ﬂe

.

Wd from Falmouth through that city in our way barthis.
“ B:would have given me pleasure to have called upon.you,
and (fo use an Indian expression) have drightened the chain.

Many great.and unexpected events have taken place
tineewe parted. We live in times that teem with them.
A great and wonderful drama is exhibiting on the stage of
Europe, perbaps of the world: . We are spectators. of the
ﬁst act. What may succeed, ot what the catastrophe will
be, human prevision cannot. discern.

© Peace and domestic comforts rise in valué as they be-

gome precarious; and individual misery, by aboupding,

_produces national distress; and yet, even in this age of.

‘reason and philosophy, the passions do not cease to fan the
flames of war, and cause them 1o rage, to spread and to
desolate.
ilﬂdmngmystayhere youshould vthondon,Ithall
be happy to' see you, and to assure youof the esteem and
ngud thh which I am :
You;' obeduent and very| humble se.rvant,
. ) -+ Jomx JAY.

B GIOIGI w.u!mw'ron .
o S Imdm,w:Aq.,lm

DunSm. .
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incladed. They contend that the article about the negroes
does not extend to those who came in on their proclama-
tion, to whom (being* vested with the property in them by
the rights of war) they gave freedom ‘but only to those who
‘were, bona fide, the property of Americans when the war
ceased. They will,J think, insist that British debts, so far
as injured by lawful impediments, stiould be repaired by
thie United States, by decision of mutual commissioners. °
These things have passed in conversation, but no commit-
ments on either side—and not to be of any official weight
or use whatever. - )

The king observed to me the other day, “ Well, sir, I
imagine you begin to see that your mission will proba-
bly be successful.”—“1I am happy, may it please your ma-
jesty, to find that you entertain that idea.”— Well, but
don’t you perceive that it is like to be so 1”—* There ate
. some recent circumstances (the answer to my representa-
tion, &c.) which induce-me to flatter myself that it'will be
s0.” He nodded with a smile, signifying that it was to
those circumstances that he alluded. The -conversation
-then turned to indifferent topics : this was at the drawing- .
I have never been more unceasingly employed than I
"have been for some time past, and stillam. I hope for good,
but God only knows. The Wm. Penn sails in the morning.
1 write these few lines in haste, to let you see that the busi-
ness is going on as fast as can reasonably be expected ; and
that it is very important that peace and quiet should be
preserved for the present. On hearing; last night, that one
of our Indiamen had been carried into-Halifax, I mentioned
it to Lord Grenville. ‘He will write immediately by the
packet on the subject. Indecd, I believe that they are en-
deavouring to restore a proper conduct towards us every-
where, but it will take some time before the effect can bé -
visible. I write all this to you in confidence, and for your
private satisfaction. Ihave not time to explain my reasons,
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buf they are cogent. I'could fill some sheets with inter-
altmg communications, if I had leisure ; but other matters
ptess, and must not be postponed, for ¢ there is a tide in
buman affairs,” of which every moment is precious. What-
ever may be the issue, nothing i my power to ensure suc-
cess shall be neglected or delayed.

. With smcere ‘Tespect, esteem, and attachment,

. I am, dear sir,
" Your-obliged and obedient servant, -
. " Jomw Jav.
. - 0 mnennonurr

‘r:-:& -

<.

K ! Londan, 13th Avg, 1794.
My aoop Fl.nmn,
I passed this morning in.a visit to Sir John: Sinclair,
" President of :the Board of Agriculture, and to Col. Bentham,
who is preparing for -the establishrment of a.panopticon,
agreeable to the plan delinegted in a publication which I
ance eommunicated. to you. N

. “The Agricultural Society is mcorpomted with & yearly
. allowance, by government, of three thousand pounds. Their

plans are extensive; they have been singularly indus-
trious, and, ‘much has been done.- I enclose you the pro-
pond plan of their general report ; if executed in the extent
and in the mantier intended, it will be the most interesting
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John showed me a fleece presented to the Board, which
weighed twenty odd pounds. He tells me they frequenﬂy
weigh sixty pounds a quarter.

From Saxony, he is informed that the Spanish breed had
been imported there ; that they succeeded well, and did not
degenerate. They sent him a sample of the wool. I.en-
close a lock of it. This fact shows that the fineness of woel
depends not less on breed than on management.

Sir John has a farm in Scotland which rented for £300
a-year. It was employed in raising store-cattle, which
were WBually sold into England, and fattened for the Lon-
don market. He dismissed . the cattle, and introduced
sheep ; it proved profitable, and he is now offered £1200
a-year for it: -his flock is 3000.

The progress of husbandry in this oountry is astomshmg
the king patronizes it, and is himself a great farmer. He
has been doing much in that way at Windsor.

Colonel Bentham has invented a number of curious and
very useful. machines, intended to be introduced into the
panopticon. He showed us a model of the building; it
. seems admirably calculated for-its purposes. o

"Hé has a machine for sawing at once from a plank the
felloe of a wheel to its form—dnother contrivance for cutting
it to its proper length and angle—another for finishing the
spoke—another for boring and morticing the hub—another
for driving the spokes. He has one for turning a circular
saw for small work—another for making ‘the mouldings, if
they may be so called, on the pieces which form sashes—
one for sawing stone—others for working different kinds of
saws into many slabs at once—another for polishing them
—another for planing boards, and taking a shaving of its
full width from one end to the other, &c. &c. &c. He has
patents for these machines, but as yet they cannot be pur-
chased: he has one for cutting corks with incredible ex-
pedition,

. Governor Hunter, from Norfolk Island, with whom I



o wd

- ) LIFE OF JOHK JAY.

was last week in company, speaking of its productions,
mentioned that among the birds there were swans that

- were black, having only a few white feathers-in the wings.

They are plenty. One stuffed and well presetved, I am
told, is here; asyet I have not seen it. He also. mentioned
a wild flax growing on upland to about. three feet high,
and good, Ido. notyetlearn thntanyof tbeseedofltu
here
' They who have lewure and a turn for t.hese thmgs mlght
bere acqlnre “much entertaining and some usefyl informa-
tion. . Want of time represses my cunoslty, and will not
allowme topay much attention to ob]ects unconnected thh
those of my mxsmon. i
. Iam, dear sir, - :
Your affectionate friend and servant,
s Jomn Jav.

o TO COLONEL READ, CHARLESTON.
’ ' I.ondon, 14th Augun, 1794,
Dnn Sm,

We have both heard it asserted that a man’s character
may be discerned. from his handwriting ; if that be true,
you 'and our friend, Edward Rutledge, must be. as enig-
matical and unintelligible as Oliver Cromwell, and yet
neither of you resemble him more than he did an honest man.
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human mind, and urging it to enterprise, tending to.intro-
duce a new state of things. Symnptoms of it appear more

-or less, and in different degrees, in all parts of Europe—

even in Spain, where quiescency in every sense has long

" been cherished.. Geneva is at this moment undergoing

another revolution; where nmext, no one can tell. Our
country may catch the flame,. We live in an eventful
season. We have nothing to do but our duty, and one
part of itis to prepare for every event. Let us preserve
peace while it can be done with propricty, and if in that we
fail, let us wage-war, not in newspapers and impotent sar-
casms, but with manl y firmness, and, unammous and v1gor-
ous efforts.

Thave had the pleasure of seeing your brother frequently,
and am pleased with him. He is gooe to Scotland. He
has communicated to me a circumstance that I rejoice in. .

Assure Mrs. Read of my best wishes. With real esteem
and regard, I am, dear sir, )

' Your most obedient and humble servant,
' Joun Jav.

FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON, .
Phﬂadelphia, Angust 30th, 1784,
My pEeaR Siz,

Your letter of the 23d of June, from London, and dupll-
cate, have both been received ; and your safe arrival, after
so short a passage, gave sincere pleasure, as well on private
as on public account, to all your friends in this country, and
to none in a greater degree, I can venture to assure you,
than it did to myself.

As you will receive letters from the secretary of state’s
office, giving an official account of public occurrences as
they have arisen and progressed, it is unneccssary for me
to retouch any of them; and yet I cannot restrain myself
from making some observations on the most recent of them,

VOL. I.—F ¥ ‘
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the communication of which was received this morning
only. Imean the protest of the governor of Upper Canada
(delivered by Lieut. Sheaffe), against our occupying lands
far from any of the posts, which, long ago, they ought to
have surrendered, and far within the known, and uxtil now,
the acknowledged limits of the United States: .
On- this .irregular and high-handed proceeding of Mr.
Simcoe, which is no longer masked, I would rather hear
what the ministry of Great Britain will say, than' pronounce
Ty own sentiments thereon. But can that government, or
will it attempt, after this official act of one of their governors,
to hold out ideas of friendly intentions towards the United
States, and suffer such conduct to pass with impunity ?
This may be considered as the most open and.daring act
of the British agents in America, though it. is not the most
hostile or cruel ; for there does not remain a doubt, in the
mind of any well-informed person in this country (not shut
against conviction), that all the difficulties we .encounter
with- the Indians, their hostilities, the murders of .helpless
woinen and innocent children along our frontiers, result
from the conduct of the agents of Great Britain in. this
country. Invainis it, then, for its administration, in Britais,
to -disavow having given orders which will warrant such
conduct, while their agents ga unpunished, while we have
a thousand corroborating circumstances, and indeed almost
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go further and, if they are not much belied, add men also,
in disguise. - -

Can it be expected, I ask, so long. as these things are
known in the United States, or at least firmly believed,
and suffered with impunity by Great Britain, that there ever
will, or can be any cordiality between the two countries?
I answer no: and I will undertake, without the gift of ‘pto-
phecy, to predict, that it will be impossible to keep . this
country in a state of amity with Great Britain long, if the
posts are not surrendered. A knowledge of these being
my sentiments would have little weight, I am persuaded,
with the British-administration, nor, perhaps, with the nation,
in effecting the measure ; but both may rest satisfied that,
if they want to be in peace with this country, and want to
enjoy the benefits of its trad®, &c., this is the road to it—
withholding them, and the consequences we feel at present
continuing, war inevitably. -

‘This letter is written to you in extreme haste, while the
papers respecting this subject are copying at the secretary
of state's office, to go by express to New-York, for a vessel
which we have just heard sails to-morrow ; you will readily
perceive, therefore, I had no time for digesting, and as little
for correcting it. I shall only add that you may bé assured .
always of the sincere friendship and affection of

Your obedient humble servant,
Gmoras Waspgmaran.

YO ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
. London, 11th July, 1704,
. My DEAR SIRr,

Iam still unable to say any thing decisive relative to the
objects of my mission. Appearances continue to be singu-
larly favourable, but appearances merit only a certain
degree of circumspect reliance. The delays occasioned by
the new arrangement of the ministry cannot be of long
continuance. Circumstances must soon constrain them to
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form some- ultimate system relative to the United States ;
and although 1 have much reasomr to hope it will be favour-
able to our wishes, yet.I confess I am not without appre-
hensions, that certain points not by us to be yielded, will
occasion difficulties hard to surmount. Personally, I have
every reason to be sausﬁed and oﬂicmlly, I bave as yet no
reason to.complain.

Shortly after my arrival, 1 dlned with Lord Grenville,

The cabinet ministers were present, but not.a single for-
eigner. On Monday next I am to dine with "the lord-
chancellor, and on next Friday with Mr. Pitt. I mention
" these facts fo explain what I mean by favourable appear-
ances. [ think it best that they should remain unmentioned
for the present, and 'they make no part of my communica-
tions to Mr. Randolph or others. This is not the season
for such communications; they may be mismterpreted.
though not by you.
: Ifear the posts may labour, but they must not be left.
We must not make a-delusive settlement ; that would dis-
tiiité out people, and leave seeds of discord to germinate.
I will do every thing that prudence and mtegmy may dic-
tats or permit.

I will endeavour to accommodate rather than dupute;
and if this plan should fail, decent and firm representations
must eonclude the business of my mission. As yet, I do
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* TO ALEXANDER HAMILTON. \

London, 17th September, 1794,
Dear Siz,

I had last week the pleasure of receiving from you a few
lines by Mr. Blaney. You will receive this letter by the.
hands of Mr. Morris. He will also be the bearer of gy
despatches to Mr. Randolph. They will be voluminous,
particular, and, in many respects, interesting. It should not
be forgotten that there is irritation here as well as in
America, and that our party processions, toasts, rejoicings,
&ec. &ec., have not been well calculated to produce good-
will and good-humour. The government, nevertheless,
distinguish between national acts and party effusions, and
have entertained hitherto an opinion and belief that the
president and our government and nation in general, were
really desirous of an amicable settlement of differences,
and of laying a foundation for friendship as well as peace
between the two countries.

The secretary’s letters by Mr. Monroe, and his speech
on his introduction to the Convention, have appeared in the
English papers. Their impression in this country may.
easily be conjectured. I wish they had both been more
guarded. The language of the United States at Paris and
London should correspond with their neutrality. These
things are not favourable to my mission. A speedy con-
clusion to'the negotiation is problematical, though not highly
improbable. If I should be able to conclude the business
on admissible terms, I shall do it and risk consequences,
rather than by the delay of waiting for and governing myself
by opinions and instructions, hazard a change in the dispo-
sition of this court ; for it seems our country, or rather some
part of it, will not forbear asperities. 1 hear that Virginia
is taking British property by escheat; and other things
which in the present moment are unseasonable, are here
reported.
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As the proposed articles are under consideration—as they
have alreagy undergone some alterations, and as I am not
without: tiapes' of other and further amendments, [ really
think they ought not to be published in their preseat crude
state, especially &s in the course of a few weeks I expect
to be able to communicate their ultimate form. If they
should not appear to me to be such as I ought to sign, I
will trangmit them, and wait for further instructions.
. Adieu, my dear 8ir,
"Yours, sincerely,
" JomN Jav.

TO N. CRUGER, X8Q. i
 London, nas.'pumbu 1794,
Dnn Sm,

A gentlemen in Holland has been so obhgmg as to send
me a plan-to make my fortune, even 1o the extent of many
millions of pounds sterling. It unfortunately happens that
more mercantile knowledge is ‘necessary to the execution
of this plan than I possess; so ‘that, like many others, I
must go without a fortune for want of knowing -how to
get one. That, my good friend; is not your case; having
already made one fortune, you certainly know. better how
’ "to make another than a person who has never made any.
You will find this golden plan enclosed, If the extensive
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Present my best compliments to Mrs. Cruger. With
sincere wishes for your and her héalth and happness,
I am, dear sir, | -
Your most obedient and humble servant,
Jomx Jar.

PS The address of my correspondent is (in his own
words) Mynheer de Heer Dirk Van Beest, op de Voor
Stmat de Dordrecht. '

TO ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
. : London, 17th Beptember, 1784.
Dxar Sz,

There is something very pleasant in the reflection, that
while war, discord, and oppression triumph in so many
parts of Europe, their domination does not extend to our’
country. I-sometimes flatter myself that Providemce, in
compsssion to the afﬂicted in these countries, will continue
to leave America i in a proper state to be an asylum to thetq -
. Among those who, have.suffered severely from these

evils, is Monsieur De Rochefoucauld ngneourt, formerly
president of the National Assembly of France. His rank
and character are known to you. He will be the bearer of
this letter, and I am persuaded that his expectations from
“it will be realwed. -

Yours, smoerely,
Jomx Jav.

FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON.
{Private.]
Philadelphis, November Ist, 1794, °
My bEar Sig, . ‘

On Tuesday last, I returned from my tour to the west-
ward. On Monday, Congress by adjournment are to meet;
and on the day following, Mr. Bayard, according to his
present expectation, is to leave this city for London.
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-, 'Thus-gireumstanced (having so little time between my
return_ ang the opening ‘of the session, to examine papers,
‘and to prepare my communications for. the Legislature),
you will readily pereeive that, my present address to you'
‘must be hurried; at the same time, my friendship and re-
gard for you would not let an opportunity so good as the
one afforded by Mr, Bayard, pass without some testimony
. of my remembrance, and an acknowledgment of the re-
ceipt of your private letters to me, dated the 28d of June,
21st of July, and 5th and 11th of August. These compre-
bend all the lettexs .I have received from you since your
arrival in England to the present date.
That of the 5th of August dawns more favourably upon
" the success of your mission than any that had preceded it,
and for the honour, dignity, and interest of this country;
for your own reputation and glory; and for the peculiar
" satisfaction I should derive from it, as well on private as
.on.public considerations, n6 man more ardently wishes you
complete success than I'do. But, as you have observed in
some of your letters, that it is hard]y possible’in the early
stages of &, negotiation to foresee all the results, so much
depending upon fortuitous circumstances, and incidents
which are not within our control,—so to deserve success, by
employing the means with which we are possessed to the
best advantage, and trusting the event to the all-wise Dis-
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nnd impetuous spirits- among us, who with d:ﬂiculty can be
kept within bounds. ' This, however, ought not to precipi- .
tate your conduct ; for, as.t has been observed, “there isa .
tide in human affairs,” wluc‘h ‘ought to ba watched ;- and,
because I believe all .who aré. abquamted with you wilk
seadily concede, that considerations'both public and private-
combine to urge’ youmbnngyommusnon'toaclose,wuh
as much celerity as the nature of itwill admit. = . . .~

As you have-been, and will continue. to be fully mibrmed
by the secretary of state of all transactions of a publio.
ndtuye, "which relate to or may have an influence on the
‘points of. your mission, it would be unnecessary for :me to
touch upon any of them in this letter, was it'not for the
presumptio that the insurrectioa in the western eounties of
: this Stafe has-excited much speculation, and a ‘variety of
opmwns abroad ;-and will ‘be represented differently ac-
cording to the wishés of some, and the prejudices of others,"
who may exhibit it as an evidence of what has heen pre-
dicted, ¢that we ‘are- ungble to govern onrselvel. Under
this view 'of the subject, I am happy:in giving it to you as
the general oplmon, that this event having happéned at the-
time it did was fortunate,. although it wxll be attended vnth
considerable expense. .

That the'self-created. societies which. haVe spread them :
sélves over this country, have beea la'bounng incessantly to
sow the seeds of distrust, 3ea.lousy, and of coutse discon:
tent, thereby koping to eﬁ'ect some tevolution in the govern-
ment, is not upknown to you. That they have -been the -
Sfomentevs of the western.disturbances,. ddmits of no doubt in
the mind of ‘any one who will examine their conduct ; but,
fortunately; they precipitated a crisis for which they were
. not prepared ; and thereby have unfolded views which will,
1 ttust,'eflectuate their annihilation soonér than it might
otherwise have ‘happeped ; at ‘the same time, that it has
affordéd an occagion for the people of this country to show'
their abborrence of themult,andthau atta.chment to the

VoL —G@
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emdltutlon and the laws for I beheve that five times tb' ’

sumber of militid that was. required would have come for-
wurd,nfxthadbeenneoessary’ maupportofthem. e

' The .apmt which blazéd out,on this oecasion, as.soonas. - -

Be object: was. fully understood, and -the lenient- measures’ -
cof the govemment wert thade known, to the people, de--
- meye .to be eonimunjoated ; fortherearemstanceaofgen-
-érad. oﬁcersgomgatthe head of a single wopand light
dompanit ; .of field oﬂicers, wben they came to‘the places

.of rendezvous. and. found no command for them-in that

‘grede, turning into the.. ranks and proqeedmg 8, private .
lddners under their. own . captams and' of numbers, pds-'
'numg the' first fortunes in the country, stending’ in thq
rapks as pr;vate- men; and marching'day by-day, with their
knapcﬁck.é and haversacks ' at -their’ backs; sloeping on

'straty ‘with a sipgle blanket in a soldier’s tent,dunng the

frosty nights we have had, by way of example to others.
. Nay, more,of many youpg Quakers (not discoaraged by
the' elde.rs) of the first characters, farhilies, and + propertzea,
 bavinig turned into, the ranks, and marchmgwnth the tioops. -
+ Theso things have terrified” the insurgents, who had no
conoeption ‘that such a spirit prevailed ; but while the thun-
der only- rumbled at a distance, were boastmg of ‘their
luength,andmshngforand,tbreateumgﬂwmxhtfa y

turns ; intimating, that the arms they should take from them
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dww the prominent foatures of the thmg), thas to. let it go
nsked. ;intd the world,"to be dressed upaccordmgtoﬁh
fancy or" chinat:on of*the ;'eade.rs, or the policy-of ow
emmm. .

1 write nothmg in answer to tha letter of Mr. Wangen-
heun (encloged by- yau to me). - Were I'to enter into cor-
respondences of that sort (admitting theve wis*no unpro-
priety in the measure), I éhould be unable to attend to my
‘ordinary duties. I have' established it-as-a maxim, neither

to invite:nar to discourage emigrants, My opinion is, that -

-they Wlll come hither as fast as the true interest and policy
* of.the United States will be benefited by foreign populd-
“tion,’ I'beheve mariy ‘of these; as-Mr., Wangenhelm relates, .
. have been, and I fear will continue to be, imposed upon by
speculators in land and other things, But I kiow of 10
prevention but cautjon, nar any rémedy except the Jlaws.
. Nor is- lmhmry, or other employment, 5o ehgy.to obtain 4s
- foreigners conceive, in a tountry whete offices ahd-the
- séekexs of ‘thern: bear-no proportion te each ather.

J'With smcere esteem and great mgard, AR
.. I am, dear sir, your affectionate servant, -
(:moanmm'mm
'ro OLIVER nx.r.swowm R S
' Lom}on, 16th -N'mmbcr, 1794.
Dm Sm,

- The negotiation is terminated by a treaty. It will, mth‘
this letter, go by the packet, which,. ip expeetatxon of thu-
event, has been detained aboveﬁa week. .

In -my- opiniort we.have’ reason to be satnsﬁed 'k is
expedlent that the ratification should not be unnecessanly
. delayéd. The best disposition towards us prevails in.the -

. cabinet, and I hope they will bave reason to be content
‘with -the dehcacy and propriety of our conduct towards
them and the nation. - ‘Further concessions on-the part of
.Grep.tBnluncannot,mmyomeﬂobvu!hmd. The



)

m - . nn or. Jomn ur. v
: mmtar.ﬂamhmnl(that tlnstreatywill beveryw
.tﬂotoourwuntry,andthatsomeof thearuclesmitwﬂl_-
e received as nnequurocal proofs of - good-will.. ~Webave
- industriously united our efforts -to remove difficulties, and

: ﬁwm-would have persevéred in such a dry, perplexing
Mmthsomuchpauenceﬁndtempczuhalm‘

Ivduld lmw you 3 long letter on thebe topxes,butl
_Mnottmie Believe* metobe, with'. great esteem,and
xogard, doar 4ir, -~ - :

Lo et Yourmostobedlemanﬂhumhhurvam, e~
R ) " Jomn IA?

7~"-.m¢b0:uwmm N . e
. Y mmxmxm:m .
Dnt sm’ . .
. Amwehlwmmmyouon the mwembuh-e.
_ contained the following paregraph, viz.: - -
“Iam;uthormdbyl.ord(}rennﬂeto-amyou,htb
maost explicit ‘terms, that no .instructions to stimulate or'
promote Jjostilitias by the Indians against the United States, .
h;vebeenstattothehng’sofﬁcersmCanada Iampre-
paring an official representation 1o him on this subject,and " -
be will give me an official answer to it; but as this cannot
be done in season to forward by this véssel (for letters after .
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. As to the treaty, it inust speak for itself, A hasty htter

. which I -have written to‘ Mr. Randolph; contains some-

renarks on a .few of the articles in it.. That letter is far

from .being 80’ paruqularas I-could wish,butlcannmhelp '
it My whole time ha's been employed. ' To do more. was '
.not possible. Iwish that I con!ld. accompany thétmaty,

" 1f{eel that I ought not to expose myself to the severmes of .

a witfter’s voyage.

I am exceedingly anxxous to :Fturn-' .for although I hn.ve
,'every other teason to he satisfied with my situation, yet I
am ndt at' hotne. - Pought not to conceal from you, that the
conﬁdencé Teposed in your personal character was vmble

" and useful throughout the negotiatien. .

' ~ If there- is not a ggod duposmo:lmthefargrbater part
-of the cabinét and natioh towards us; I' am exoeedingly

deeexved. I do not mean ap ostensxble and terhpurizing,” *

" but a real ood.dxsposmon. I wish it may, have a fair trhl.
th,parf;ct respect, esteem, and attachment, * « )
. L. .. - Iam, dear sir, ~ O
o Your dbhéed and, obedxent servaq:. :
T, T e '10!!« JAY .

’ . . -
.

-~ - - ' '

) ' mumtnmmn.. IR
. London, IDth Novcnbor, rm.
Mir DEAR Sm, e . ‘

My task is done ; whether ﬁms coroxat opu:, the pnea-
dent, senate, and public will decide. -

Thig-letter goes by the packet, and the treity with | 1t, '
some parts of it requirg elucidation to common readers. I
have not time for comments ; Lord Grenville ig anzious to
dismiss the packet ; I therefore write in haste. - If this treaty
fails, I despair ofanother.  If- satisfactory, care should be
taken that the public opunon be not misled respecting it, for
this réason the soaper it is. ratified and published the better.
I really think the good dispositién of this country ghoold be
ehemhad. Icame here~m the: moment of exultation and
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u—qh on nccoﬂ -of Lord Howe's vietery. - From that
- dayy to this I have expenenped no change i séntimeits or.
wonduct relative to the pegotiation. . I must, though not
. without reluctance, conclude} not being fit for &;winter
- yoyage;lshall-btayhere -tilt spring - Indeed, I-shall-want .
repm:befou Yam qmte fit fom-anyvoyage Godbleuyow

. . . Yours, .
Lo ' ’ T Jm J-ur
et e Tl N : A
e -ro /RUFUS HING, _“ :
Lo l.odol,l’thNovmbu —
Dm th,

: I send by the packetthe fnm of my negotmtxon-c tmaty.
l ‘wish that I could go with it, as@ell that.I might aggin be

8 my owi conntry, as that I miight ‘answer'questions'op

 the nhem. 'The draught hap undergone several- editions,
writh succosdive. alferatmns, additions, &¢. - 'This shows

" that time arid trquble have not been spared. I have jlut
. +fipished a hlisty letter to Mr. Randolph.’ It will be thought
sloyenly, but I .cennct help it. ‘The packét rhust go. . If I
entirely escape censure, I shall be .agregably disappointed.

Shouldﬂletmatyprove bs I believe it-will, beneficial-tp - -

our.country, justice Will .fnally be done. ., If not, be it ¥o—
mymmd.uat ease: Ewish T could say és much for my .
body, but the rheumatism will not permit me.’ ‘Health and




. As the sentiments contained-in the first of these, respect-
" ing. the ‘communications of Mr. Monroe:to the National
Gonvention_of H‘ance, -were also transmitted in a private’

letter from you to the: secretary of state; and replied-to by,
him (both.of which T have seen), I shall dwell nalonger'on’

that subject, than just:to observe, 1st, that considering the .

- .place-in which they were delivered, and the neytral policy
this country had resolved- to purinie, it Was‘a measure that
‘doe’ not appear to have been well devised by our minister:
2dly, aware of this himself, and that his conduct Wmﬂd be

§

criticised, he'has assighed reason3 for its adoption’; a sum-- .
" mary of Wwhich is, that the ‘navy officers ahd privatéers-

. ‘taen ot France, who had resotted to our portsanﬂ bad béen
laid:under.such restiictiogts as neutral policy required from

us, although disagreeable to them, had" répresented this .

country (arid-not without efféct) as unfriendly to the French

erolutlon to do-away which he found himself necessitated

to counteract them, by strong assurarces of the good tise
 positions of the people of these United Sttes towards that
nation: and 8dly, although. I think with you that inorder
fo accomplish this he has- stepped beyond the. true line, yet,
under the then existing eircumstances, the expresnon‘of

such reciprocal good will was suscéptible of two views, one *
.of which, even in the pending state of the negotiation (by . -

'alarmxng as well as offending the British ministry), might
. have' no_unfavourable operation ih btiriging matters 4o a
happy and speedy result, than which nothing is more desir-

able, or can be more ardently ‘wished for by the fnend'l of

pea:ceandgood order in this country, -
As the secretary: of state has writtén- to you seven&

times since the receipt of your statement of the negetiation
on the 13th of September, I shall add nothing to the ob-
servations which are contamed in h.ls letters on the aub;eot
themﬁ . . [}
Thebumness of the sésmon,hltherto,haa been tranqpsln
lndlpercunnothmgat this time'to make n othennn,



'qn' P mo’r:om;n. .. .

unless the result of the hegotlathr (which is anxionsly ex-
pected by all) should produce divisions. As yet,no details .
have been handed to Gongress on. this subject; indeed, no
communication of {hat busimess'has been made to anybody,
extept those knmedxately about me m the extmutwe de-
'ments N oo . . - .
‘ The Virginiy eseheats of Brmsh pmperty do not, as I_
am informed, stand"upon the ground- as related to you ; but
‘s } am fiot accurately edough. read jn the law respecting
_ theésa escheats to .be. precise’in my recital of it, I .will re-
quést the sdcretary of state 'to glve you the pnmxplee
thereof. - =
- As Texpected, and as'yoy have been mformed the Tesult
. ‘rould probabiy be, so, it has happened, that' the wesgtern'
- * intirreetion has terminated highly honourable for this coun-
fry; which, by the energy of its laws, and the ‘good dis- _
pontlomr of -its citizens, hias. brought the noters to a' per-
fatt sense of their duty, without. shedding a drop of blood.
Ind:eeyelofforelgnets among us, this affaiv- stands'in &
h]gh pomt of‘ respectability. With. great truth,I remun,
B ¢ . . Dear sir, ' .
’ ) . Your affectionate, - .
!, GEoreE Wunnmm. v

PN

TO TENCH COXE.




MISCELLANEOUS .CORRESPONDENCE. 241.

respect for our government and laws, without which our
local and other advantages can nenher be enJoyed nor
improved. . '

-~The manner in ‘which the msurrectlon has been dissi-
pited .gives me pleasure ; and. there is reason to hope that
the arts and.counsels which. produced it, w1ll not be able .
to operate such another.

Our affairs relative to this country have a promising
aspect.. The best disposition towards us prevails here,and
the indications and proofs of it daily increase. I do really,
believe, that this government means to give conciliatory
measures with the. United States a full and fair trial. I
wish it may be reciprocated on our part. It never can be
‘wise t0 cast ourselves into the arms and influence of any
nation; but certainly it is wise and proper to cherish the
good-will of . those who- wish to be op-terms of fnendshxp
and eordiality with us. It may seem strange, and yet lam
convinced, that next'to.the king, our premdent is more. pop-
ular in this. country than any man in it.- :

With the best wishes, and with sentiments of esteem and
‘ regard, I am, dear sir,. . .

- " Your most obedient servant,
-« Jonn Jav.
TO DAVID HARTLEY.
o London, 8th Jm., 1798,
L Dnu Sm,

Accept my thanks for the pamphlet you was soobhgmg
asto send me. It does not appear probable to me that
Europe is very speedily to be blessed with a general and
lasting peace, or that the period has already arrived when
reason and virtue will govern the conduct of the ‘mass of
- mankind, There is much reason to believe that the ma-
jority of men are neither reasonable nor virtuous ; and hence
it has happened, that so many systems which were calca-

VOL. IL—¥ H . .

-
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lated on the-supposed prevalence -of reason and vu'tue,hue
proved delusive.

- The time, doubtless, wﬂl eome, and is approachxng when
a new order of thmgs wxll be mtroduced and when, as the
human: - passions and vices cease to. predqmmame, the: checks
nevessary. to control them' will ‘become proportidmmbly less
necessary. To see thmgs as bemg what they are, to esti-
mate thém aceurately, and 1o act accordingly, are requisites
B0 less essential to sosnd palitics*than- to sound phlloaophy
. ot religion. .

" These -are’ general remarks, and not made vnth rebrenoe
to the political questions agitating in this kxngdom and with
which (being a:citizen of another country)- it, would: not
becoine. mé to interfere. With the best ~wishes dor ywr

imm. and happiness, I am, dewr sir, . - -
. _ ' Yoqr friend and obedient seﬂant,
..'.\ ' L . Jomn Jur. :

. ot
L]

: '!ROI'JOER‘Q ADAMSE.

el K-sue,hnwyﬂl, 1796,
Dm Sm,

. Neothing could-be'more gmteful to, my feehngs, than the
mtelhgence from America which you are pleased to com-
municate. The suppression of the insurrection, the Yeturn
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that which formed and_ accedéd to its arrangements ; with
that combination of firmness and of generosity, which is so
well calculated to terminate with honour-our forexgn differ-
ences, and which has so happrly succeeded. i in suppreumg
* internabdissemsion. . SR '

‘ The value of peace and neutrality is. nowhere more fOr-
cibly felt, than at this moment in the country where I am.
, Its sxtuanon-becomes- more and more ‘critical from day to
day. , In.the terrible agitation. between the dismal alterna~
tive of eonquest or civil war, it feels at the same mpment,
.all the terrors of a torrent rushing from wnhout, and a vol-
" cema bureting from within. .

Thealarm at this- place is great. The gamlgrants ‘who
bave tlie means are .hurrying away. The British ambas-
sador has gone to meet the fature Princess of Wales. ,The
Spanish, Portuguese, and Prussian ministers” are gone,
_ But the stadtholder. and his family still rernain, determined,
" it is said, to stay at all events and partake of the common
desuny There is yet no intelligende | from the  commis
sioners gone ta Paris. - .Some hopes are still entertained of
. their success, which are. strengthened by the moderate and
rainy wegther,. which will impede, for'the’ moment, the far-'
ther progress of the French armies.

Requesting you to present my cordial remembrance to
Col Trurmbu)l, and to'your son, I remain, with every senu-
ment,of reapect and attachment, dear sir,

Your very humble and obedient servant,
J OHN, Q,. Amum .

N

TO GEORGE WASMINGTON. T
(Private.) . -
Lo'mon, 26th Februgry, 1795.
Dlu Sm,
Your very friendly letter of the 1st November last, gra~
uﬁed me not a little, The insurrections had _caused disa~
greeable sensations in this country. The obgectt and efforts



N4 - an OF JOHN JAY.

ofthe Jacobin. societies in America were well knowy here ;
end the fate: of our government was considered as being.
involved in that of the insurrection. - The manner in wh:oh
it has terminated has given sincere satisfactiop to this gov-
" ernment, to whem all disorganizing  innovations give alarm. -
*Their confidence in your wisdom, decmon, andﬁrgy hu ’
been confirmed by the everit. -+
. “The institution and influence of such sociéties unongul
had given me much concern,and' Iwa,s happy in ‘pemenvmg
that the suppression of thé: insurrection, together with'the.
character. and fall of similar ones in France; would proba.-,
bly operate the extinction of these mischievous associations
' in Americd. . A
- Yourremarks relatave to my negotxauons are just and
- kind, and'I assure you nothing on my ‘part has been want-
ing to render the conclusion of them as consonant as was
poam’hle to.your ‘expectations and wishes. ' .
Berfectly.apprized both of my duty and responsxblhty,
determmed not to permit my judgment 10 be influenced by
any considerations but those of public good, under the direc: -
nonofmymstrucuo_ns I knew and know that no attain-
able seltlement or treaty wouli give universal satisfaction’;
and I am far from expectmg that the one I have signed
“wiill riot administer occasion for calumny dnd detraction.
" These are evils, which: they who serve. the people will
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time will come when all books, and histories, and errors
- will 'be consumed, and when. from their ashes truth only
will rise, and preva:l and be immortal. _
Among my despatches to Mr. Randolph by this ship, is
a copy of a lettor I have received ‘from Mr. Monroe at
Paris, and of twv which T have written to him. The expe-
diency of correcting the mistakes which the French Con-
vention seem to have unblbed wﬂ{‘donbtless strike you.
Be pleaaed to present my best compliments to Mrs.
‘Washington, and be assured of “the perfect respect, esteem,
and attagchment, with which I am, dear sir,
' , Your obhged and affectionate servant,

Jomc Jay.
TO GEORGE WASHINGTON. * - . //
" [Private} . - ' .
- . London, 8th March, 1795.

. Dun S, .
After considering all that I have heard and seen on ‘the
_subject, it is my opinion that the common and popular (not
official) language of America, relative to Great Britain,
manifested such a disposition as tq'create serious appre-
hegsions in this country that we should join with the French
ip the war; that these apprehensions gave occasjon to
secret, designs, calculated .on 'such an event; that in pro- *
portion a8 your views and counsels became develgped,
these apprehensions gradually ‘subsided ; that my mission
wag regarded as a strong proef of your desire te preserve
peace, and that the perfect and universal confidence reposed
in your personal character, excluded every doubt of your
being sincere ; and that this government is not yet eptirely
convinced that* a pacific and conciliatory system will -be
supported by the inclination and correspondent conduct of
the great. body of the people. Various circumstances,
however, induce me to believe, that the cabinet ultimately
determined to give conciliation a fair experiment, by doing
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us.substantial justice, and by consenting to- such arrange-
ments favourable to us, as the national interests and habitual
prejudices would admit. . To relax the navigation act wes
% alarm these preJudmes, and thgrefore was a mehsuré
- which reqmmd caution” and circumspection, e&pcu]ly in

" the: first instance, To brgak the ice was the dxﬂiedty To
ealarge the- aperture’ afferward would be more ¢asy ; and

" it will probably.be dore, if we shotld be reasonably tem-

" perate and prudent. ~To admit us into their East and West

~ India -dominions, and Jnto all their- coptinental American
territories, under any modifieations, were decided deviations
from their.former policy, ahd tended to shock aneient pre-' R
judices. Yet these things have been done.- None but a*

" strong administration would have ventured it. “These are
offerings tq conciliation, and include, though not confessedly,
satisfuction to our élaims of -justice.

. What passed at Paris on Mr. Monroe’s arnval Tam.
persuaded made a strong’ and dlsagreéable impression ; and
bad mot your private character .prevented those fransac-’

~ tions from being imputable.in any degree to your orders, I

- do believe. that the lyltem of concxhation would bave been
instantly abandoned, ’ C

-What-would have 1ucoeeded 11 cannot be eamly conjec-
tured-; certainly no treaty so favourable to s as the pres-
‘ ent’ would then have been attainable. Whatever the
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Lét it be infatuntion or what it will, the government and
“the great majority of this nation meant and mean to ¢on-
tinue the war. I will mention a striking anecdote.

.5 You have doubtless heard.that the merchants concerned
in the American trade gave me a dinner. The principal
ocabinet ministers were present, and ‘about two, hundred mer-
chants. Many toasts were given. - When the «President of
the: United: States™ was given, it was proposéd to be with
three’ cheers, but they -were prolonged (as if by preconcert,
but evidently not so) to six. Several other toasts passed
with great a¢clamation, partlcular]y “The wooden walls of
Old England ;” almost every toast referable to America, and

: mamfesung a desire of concnhauon and cordmhty, met.with
general ‘and strong marks of approbation. Towards the

~ ¢onclusion of the feast, I was asked for a toast; I gave a
-neutral one, viz., “ A safe and honourable’ peace to all the ‘
belligerent powers;” you cannot conceive how co]dly it
"was received, and theugh. civility induced them to give it

“ three cheers, yet they were so faint'and single, as most
decidedly to show that peace was not the thing they wished,
—these were merchants. Mr. Pinckney was struck as

“foreibly by it as I was; and we both drew the same con- -

. . clusions from it. :
Except an inconsiderable’ number, the men of rank and

property, and all whom they can influence throughout the
kingdom, think the war is “indispensable to their. safety.
The dread of Jacobin politics ‘and Jacobin”scenes, and the
expeetatien that the pecuniary resources of this country
will ultimately render them superior in the contest, appear
to be their Prevailing motives.

- It was expected by some, that the loss of Holland would
have damped this spirit. It has.had oniy a partial effect.
We find the ministry and parliament have heen stimulated
by it to greater efforts.

+ All the members who voted for what are called the pacific

. resolutions, were not moved, as many of them certainly
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wite, by a mere desire of peace, but by the pohcy of pro-

- feumgareadmesstomake peace, i 'ordertbat,lfupnmed-
by the’ French, the, nation might continue in the war with °
more constancy and unanimity. They did npt suppose
that an acceptablepeace could in the presen( moment, be
obtained. .

.This peqple appear, to think their Jconsutumn, and prop-
erty, and pational character-and impdrtance as being all at

. stake, and on thit stake to be inflexibly detérmined to risk
" every thing. :

Of the great number ‘who advocated a reform in parha- :
ment, there is-a portion (but how great ‘cannot easily be’
ascertained) ‘who-are so sore, and ‘mortified, and vexed, that
in my opinion the Frehch successes give them as much
pleasure as pain.. There are men among them whose designs

' as well as whose fortunes-are desperate, as well as men-
who-have honest designs and good fortunés. These people.
are at present kept from action by the energy of the gov-
ernment, and the unanimity of the great majonty of the
‘nation as to the necessity of the war.

The. French Jacobins have greatly m_]ured tbe gause of
-rafional libérty. The detestable massacres, impieties, and .
abommatlons imputable to them, excited in the people here
the most decided hatred,and abhorrence; and the govern-

ment by that circumstance rendered the war ular. But
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from a variety of events and circumstances. Opposition
to reform, as leading to innovations, is doubtless carried too
far, and may produce serious consequences. - Ideas of the
rights of man, and the inferences deducible from them, are
spreading among the people. ' Veneration for royalty, ab-
stractedly considered, has abated; and although the king
is popular, yet it is ‘said that, the Prinde of Wales and the
Duke of ¥ork are not.  The prosperity of Britain results
from, and depends on:many causes : complicated machines
are most liable to derarigement.  Should there be a scarcity
of corn, want of employment to the manufacturers, or sig-
nal convulsions or disasters in the East or West Indies, or in
Ireland, or on the sea, the government would find their task:
very arduous. Alarm and distress will abaté pride and obsti-
nacy; and when the multitude begin to feel severe]y, their
passions frequently take a new and dangerous direction.

The minister would, I think, have stood on stronger
ground, if he had taken the first good opportunity of say-
. ing explicitly’in the Houge of Commons, that it was France
who declared war againet Great Britain, and not Great
Britain against France ; and that the government was dis-
posed and ready to make peace whenever, France would do
it on terms compatible with honour and the essentidl interests
of Gresat Britain. = To put an enemy in the wrong is to ob-
tain great advantages. . The placing and so long continuing
Lord Chatham at the head of the admiralty—the putting
the Duke of' York at the head of the army—the improper
- liberties taken with neutral nations, for which the Danes
and Swedes onh their part are not yet satisfied—the strange
measures relative to Ireland, and muny other things which
" strike me as blunders, indicate a defect either in the cabinet
ot in the minister. Although united as to the war, yet as
to the mode of conducting it, the wisest counsels may not
always prevail. Upon the whole, I shall be surprised if in
the course of this wany Bmam does not reap more thorns
than laurels. ¢ . .: -

YOL. IL.—II :
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ol have great reason to believe that the king, the embinet,
_sud nation were never more unanimous in-any system than

in that ofconciliation with us; even Lord Hawkesbury

does not oppose it. If it should not succeed, they will
 naturally psiss, like a pendilum, to the other extreme.

This system rests principally on their confidence iy the
npnghﬁnsh, independence; and wmdom of your conduct.
No other man enjoys so completely-the esteem and confi-
danoe of this pation.as you do;-nor, except- the king, is
any one so popular. The idea which everywhere prevails

"is, that the quarrel between- Britain ‘and America wis &
family quarrel, and that it is time it should be made up.
For my“part, I am for making it up, and for cherishing this
disposition on thejr part by justice, benevolence, and good
manners on ours. - To.cast oyrselves intp the arms of this
or any other pation would be degrading, injurious, and
puenle: nor, in my opinion, opght we to have any political
coanexion with any foreign power.

Before I came heré, I had so idea that thekmgwu 80.
popnlaruhpm his reign having been marked by national
calamities pmdueed by reprehensible measures. But his
popularity is owing to his private, rather thap bis official
character. ' Asaman, there is much in him to commend ;-
and I have not heard ‘any vice imputed to him. As a
domestic man, affeetionate and attentive'to his queen and
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does (to use a vulgar expression) as well as he knows how,
seems.not to be doubted ; but yet some say,. that he occa-
sionally is cunning instead of being wise. I have heard
him described as being a great-man in little tlungs, and
as being generally well-mtenuoned, perunaclous, and per-
severing. o
I congratulate you u and our country on the bloodless issue
of the insurrection ; it is very reputable to the government,
and to the people; and exalts both in the estimation of this
and other nations.
The tranqullhty of the present session of Congress is
a pleasing circumstance ; but I suspect it has proceeded -
more from their bavmg nothing to differ about, than from a
spirit of forhearance; or a desire of unanimity: The result
of my negotiations  will doubtless produce fresh disputes,
and give occasion to much declamation ; for I have no idea
that the .treaty will meet with anti-federal approbation.-
Besides, men are ‘more apt'to think of what they wish to
_have, than of what isin their power to.obtain. How far
the rejection of such a treaty would put the United States
in the wrong; whether it is consistent with our honour,
engagements, and important interests ; whether it is
preferable upon the whole to a war; are.questions which
_require much’ cool and deliberate consideration, as well- as
more information than many who will decide wpon them
possess. I regret. not having had time to make my letter,
which accompanied the treaty; more full, so as to have par-
ticularized and explained the reasons which relate to the
several articles; in it. Then I lrad not leisure ; to have
done it since would have been too late, as the fate of the
treaty would probably be decided before subsequent letters
could arrive. I still have thoughts of teducing them'to -
writing; and yet there are some among them which should
not be published, lest the future measures, which they also
respect, should be thereby marred. - I allude, for instance,
to the free navigation of the St. Lawrence.
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* - Mr. Randolph does not see the West,lndm article in'the

nmehghtthatldo it breaks the - ioe, that is, it breaks in
bpon the navigation act:- The least stream from'a mmes
of water passing through a bank will enlarge its passage. .
" The very grticle sgipulates that the arrangements to suc-
ceed it shall have in view the further ezteasion of com- -
merce. ‘, This should not be too'nicely discussed in Averi-
1 or English newspapers; for though liberal and enlight-
md people will -admit such extensions of commegrce to be
beneficial 1o bath countries, yet all ancient prejudices must
be delicately mdnagéd. There aré many men-who have
léss wisdom than power, and more integrity than political
information, ‘The restriction not to carry certain articles
to Europe, &c., is. confined to the.United States and the
British islands. From other plaeds, we may freely carry
them. Deposites of French and Spanish sugars, &c., may
-be made in the Dutch, Damsb, or other islands ; and thence
- carriéd where we pleuse. . English sugars, cotton, cdcos,
and. coffee will probably not be more than our consumption
Tequires ; and all cotton brought into onr country should be
there manufactured. SRR
Thus, my dear sir, I have passed part of this day very
agreeably in writing to you. this long letter ; and the plea--
sure is_ increased by the opportunity it affords me, of assur-

ing you how cordially and sincerely I am
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‘Your sentinients, relative to the imperfections of human
pature. and human governments, are but too well founded.
Governments calculated on an idea that the’ great majbrity
of any pepple are reasonable and virtuous will, in many
yespects, prove.defective. Goverqments calculated on the
-opposite extreme will be severe and oppressive. . When
it is considered that not only all who form plans of govern-
ment, and all who govern, and all who are governed, are.
imperfect, but also that.too many of them are neither wise

nor virtuous, we cannot be surprised that political as well
. as moral evil should abound more or less in every part of the
- world. Perfection is beyond our reach; all that can be
hoped for in this world is a state of the least imperfection.-
. WIth the best wishes for your welfare, ’

", 1have the honour to be, sir,
Your most-obedient servant,
: Jonx JAY

-

FROM: LORD GRENVILLE.
) " London, May 11th, 1795. '
My DEAR SIR,

" I'cannot resist the desire I feel of avmlmg myselfof the
opportunity of the first packet since your departure, to
express to you how happy you would make me by allow-
ing me occasxonally to recall ta your recollectjon, in this
manner, one Who will always entertain for you the most
sincere esteem and friendship: I am particularly anxious
to hear of your safe arrival, and that you have found your

family and- friends well. These are points paramount to -

all other considerations ; but I know your return to your
country will not be fully satisfactory to you, unless you
have also found the state of public affairs such as to promise
the continuance of ‘good order and tranquillity. That it
may be so no one more- sincerely wishes than myself, and
. it would be a-great satisfaction for me to hear it from you.
Since you left us, the news of"the arrival of the treaty in
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Afherica has reached us. We were singularly unfortunate
i the loss of the Tankenville packet. By a strange negli-
gence, the November and Pecember mails from bence were
both put on board that ship, without our baving any notice
Y ofltﬁ‘qm{hcpost-oﬂiee aotlntwhxlelthoughtwewm
nndmg duplicates by two different conveyahees, we Were.
in fact sending them by tlie same vessel. My letters. to
Governor Simcoe, which I have frequently mentioned to
you, and my despasches to Mr. Hammond on ‘the subject
.of the_treaty, were ‘on board the same ship; so that this
mhu thrownusfarbackmthearm.ngementofmany
A points. I hape, however, that with attention, and
a continuance on the part of the two governtnents of the
same dispodition which actuated ail our communications
and pegotiations here, the great work which we have begun
will be carried.t its full extent: - °
I bave not been inattentive <o the points wh‘mh remain to
be settled kiere. One of the most material is, I flatter my-
aelf,matramofbemgwdl amnged. I niean that which .
relates to the admpiralty courts. in the West Indies, which it
is in contemplation immediately to diminish in point of
number, 8o as to have them only at Jamaica, Barbadoes,
Grenads, Antigua, and Martinique. - Knowing, as I do, how
much evil lias been produoed by the multiplication of these
courts, I.look to this reduction with very sangaine hopes,
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before he went to Spain, to write to America on this pofnt,
in order that the explanation of it might not rest merely on
the communications of our misister there. You.will be
able to speak with still more knowledge and effect to the
-same point. Whatever does not depend on the repeal or
alteration of existing laws, will be immediately execiited on
" the receipt of the ratification. .~ |
. The public.papers and other commumcatwns w1ll mfonn
you fully of the state of affairs in Eurepe. The dispesitions
of the people in France are evidently turning very fast to
the establishment of some settled order, which may ruha?
~ them from the miseries of their present anarchy. .
similar situation in this country, we experienced. thie advan-
‘tage of a known and moderate form of government under
which the nation had before been happy, and to which, there-
fore, it returned with enthusiasm and almiost with-unanimity.
The want of such a standard to resort to is now, as'far as
I can judge, the great obstadle to the restoration of orderin
France, and, connequently, of peace. in Europe. Mild as
their old government was in its practice, it was attended
with many circumstances the renewal of which creates
great apprehension and uneasiness ; and there is no authority
of sufficient weight to prescribe the form and limits of -any
change. Some of the belligerent' powers are, as you will
have ‘seen, {oo impatient to wait the result bf this ‘doubtful
issue.-. To others, all idea.of peace which shall pot give’
better. security than the signature.of the' committee of
,safety, or the ratification of the convention, scems delusive
and dangerous; and to thiy sentiment I .profess myself
strongly inclined. You are happy in America if you can
avoid, as I trust you will, the dax\gers both of the war and
of the peace. . . o
With the sincerest wxshes for your prosperity,
" Believe me, sir,
Your most attached and faithful humble servant,
" GRENVILLE. -
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TO GEORGE WASHINGTON.
' Private.). T L
: New-York, 29th June, 1795.
* My pEAR Sm,- ' -

.'The englosed contains my resxgnnuon of the oﬂice of '
chief- Jusnoe .T cannot quit it without again “expressing to
you. my acknow]gdgments for the¢ honour _you conferred

upon me by that appointment, and for " tlié repeated marks
of confidence and attention for which I am ‘indebted to you.
It gives me pleasure to recollect and reflect on these circurn-
stances, to indulge the. most sincere wishes for your health
and happiness, and to-assure you of the perfect respect,
esteem, and dttachment, with which
.+ : Iam, dear sir,
" Your obhge& and aﬂéctmnate friend and servant,
“ ) Lo , ., Jonr Jax.
* FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON.

: Y . Phiia&elphiA,S!stAug‘nd, 1796,

- My pman Sm,

Yon will have. learned from the pubhc gazettes, and
through other more authentic channels, that all - that rested
with me to do, to give ratifieation to the treaty between
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revive just at this crisis, and the outrageous and insulting
conduct of some of her officers should combine therewith, to
play into the hands of the discontented, and sour the minds
of those who are friends to peace, order, and friendship with
all the world. But this by-the-bye.

" The object of this letter is to pray you.to aid me with
hints relative tq those points which you conceive to be fit
subjects for the furtherfriendly negotiations on the West
India trade with Great Britain, agreeably to the recom-
mendation of the Senate; and which appear to have been
in contemplation by the concluding part of the treaty signed
by yourself and Lord Grenville. o

- I intended to have asked this favour of you at an earlier
.day ; but a coincidence of unexpected circumstances has
involved me in so much business-and perplexity, that it has
been delayed from time to time (since my arrival in this
city) until the present moment. But.as nothing is now
asked that you have not, I am sure, revolved over and
over again during your negotiation, and since the decision
of the Senate thereon, I persuade myself it will require but
little time for the digest I ask ; and which I beg to receive
as soon as you can make it convenient to give me, circum-
stances rendering it necessary for me to leave this place, if
possible, on Monday next, for Virginia, in order to. bring
back' my family ; but instructions for the new negotiator
must be prepared before I go.

With great esteem and regard,
I remain, my dear sir,
. Your affectionate and obedient servant,
Georce WasHINGTON.

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON.
New-York, 3d Sept., 1795
Dear Sm, .
1 have been honoured with yours of the 81st of last month.
The article in the treaty, to which you allude, viz. the last,
VO&. II.—K K :
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that after the word America, be added, or to some foreign
port or place in Asia. There is, indeed, nothing in the
article as it now stands, which restrains the India Compa-
ny’s government from continuing to permit our vessels to
carry cargoes from India to China; but it would be better,
if possible, tg establish this as a right by express agreement.

For my own-part, I regard the present moment as unfa-
vourable for negotiations with Great Britain. Although
she has reason not only to approve, but to admire the con-
duct of our government, yet while it appears doubtful to
her, whether the sentiments and dispositions of the great
body of our people are pacific and friendly, or otherwise, it
scems natural to suppose that it will be her policy to be
reserved, To multiply engagements with, and facilities to
us under such circumstances, might be ascribed to her ap-
prehensions ; and as her government will doubtless perceive
this risk, I suspect they will be strongly inclined to avoid it.
" Besides, I should doubt the policy of introducing into the
negotiation at present, either so many or such propositions
as may defer the ultimate ratification so late, as to prevent
orders to evacuate the posts by the 1st of June next, from
being sent in due season.

‘The commercial part of the treaty may be terminated at
the expiration of two years after the war; and in the mean
time, a state of things more auspicious to negotiation will
probably arrive, especially if the next session of Congress
should not interpose new obstacles.

y . I am, dear sir, -
Your faithful friend and obedient servant,
' : Jounm Jav. -
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spect in the selection; and that I may have the greater
variety to choose fram, I would thank you and my other
friends for giving me the names of such gentlemen as may
occur, and are most prominent and fit to discharge the
duties of commissioners. -

My information with respect to the general disposition
of the people, accords with yours; and I have little doubt
of a perfect amelioration of sentiment, after the present fer-
mentation (which is not.only subsiding, but changing) has
evaporated a little more. The dregs, howev.er, will always
remain, and the slightest motion will stir them up. With
sincere estecm, and affectionate attachment,

I am always yours,
' Georae WasHINGTON.

‘TO ROBERT GOODLOE HARPER,
Member of Congress.* '

New-York, 19th January, 1796.

1y

S,

A friend of mine lately sent me your address to -your
constituents relative to the treaty. I have read it with
plecasure. Had all the publications on that subject been
written with equal knowledge and attention, or with equal
candour and decorum, more truth would have been dis-'
seminated, and less irritation excited. '

I observe in it the following paragraph, viz. “Objections
both personal and constitutional have been made to Mr.
Jay. Hec has been said to ‘be prepossessed in favour of
Britain, and an avowed enemy to France. If this had been
true, it would have been a sufficient reason for rejecting
him—but it is not true. 1 can contradict it, and do, on my
own knowledge. Iheard Mr. Jay express, in public and
private, and those who have been much more and much
longer acquainted with him, assure me that he always bas

* This letter was published by Mr. Harper, at Mr. Jay’s request.



263 : LIFR OF JOHN JAY. - R

_ expressed the ufmost pleasure in the French revolution, and
the warmest wishes for its success ; the greatest dislike for
the former government, and sentiments of the highest esteem
and respect for the nation.”

" Iam much obliged to you, sir, for .this vindication ; but

: Itbemg summary and in general terms, and oomprehendmg
oly one of the points, I think it best, in order to ohviate all
further questions, to state parncularly my sentiments rels--
tive to them both.

It has, for obvxous reasons, been judged convenient to
represent me as being strongly attached to the interests of
Britain, and ‘as being equally hostile to those of France. -
Before I take notice of either, I will premise, that as it is
my duty, so it is my inclination and resolution, never to be
e partisan of any foreign court or nation, but to be and
remain with those independent and genunine Americans, who
think it unwise and improper to meddle in foreign politics,
and who regard all foreign interference in our counsels as
derogatory to the honour, and dangerous to the best inter-
ests of the United States. .

- Not being of British descent, I canriot be mﬂueneed by .
that delicacy towards their national character, por that par-
#iality for it, which might atherwise be supposed not to be
unpatural. I nevertheless continu® to concur in, and to

express those sentiments of esteem for ‘that nation, which
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favour of Heaven, the people of this country are what

Notwithstanding the tendency which all-arbitrary gov-
ernments, and particularly the long reign of-such % monarch
as Lewis the Fifteenth, have to”debase and corrupt their
subjects, the people of France continued to be hlghly dis-
tinguished by their talents, and by their progress in the arts
both of peace and of war.

It is true that I returnéd from that eonnu-yto this, with
opinions unfavourable to their court; but not only without
a wish unfriendly to them, but, on the contrary, with senti~
ments of. good-will and regard. That I have from early
life expressed a strong dislike to the former arbitrary gov-
ernment of France, is well known. The more 1 became.
acquainted with it, the more it appeared to me to be & gova

ernment always dreatiful in theory, and always more o -

less #0 in practice, according to the characters of those by
whom its powers weré exercised.

In the revolution which.put a period to it, I did cordially
rejoice : I mean the one which limited the power of the king,
and restored liberty to the people. The patriotic Assembly
which concerted and accomplished that revolution, and the
people and army who concurred in and supported it, did
themselves immortal hetour 3 and impressed me (although
- sy jodgment did not accord with all their acts) with great
respect and esteem for them, and with the warmest wishes
for the ultimate success and perfection of the constitution
and government which they established.

The successors of that memorable Assembly produced
another  revolution. They abolished the constitution and

government which had been just estublished, and brought’

the king to the scaffold.

Thisyevolution did not give me. pleasure. I derived no
watisfaction from the disastrous fate of a prince, who (from
vhatever motives) had done us essential services, and to

thom.we had frequently presented the strongest assuy:
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ances of our attachment and affection. 'This revolution
L had, in my eye,; more the appearance of a wo than a bless-
: mg It has caused torrents of blood and of tears, and been
marked in its progress by atrocities very injurious to the

cause of liberty, and offensive to morality and humanity.

- Baut this revolution having abolished the monarchy,.de-
clared France a republic, and received the general concur-
rence of the nation, a new constitution became indispensable:
end as, in case this revolution should be overthrown by the
combined powers,. they would doubtless dictate what that
new constitution should be (an interference not to be sub-
mitted to), I wished success to the revolution, so far as it
had forits object not the disorganizing and managing of
other states, which ought neither to be attempted nor per-
mitted, but the exclusive ordering of all internal affairs, and

-+ & JXthe establishment of any constitution which the nation should

; prefer. It gives me pleasure to find that one has lately
been so established ; and I sincerely wish it may be the
means of giving permanent peace, liberty, and good gov-
ernment to France.

. Asto the issue of the war, I am far from desiring .tbat
either France, Britain, or Germany, or any other power,
should acquire a decided preponderance in Europe.. In my
opinion; it would conduce more to the welfare and peace
of those nations, and also of the United States, that they
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to the influence or policy of any of them, we shall, with the
Divine blessing, secure peace, union, and respectability.”

With sentiments of esteem and regard,
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient, and humble servant,
"Jomn Jav.

TO JUDGE LOWELL, EOSTON.
New-York, 20th Feb., 1796.
. DEar Sin, :

T bave been favoured with yours of the 15th inst. by
_Mr. Parkman; am much pleased with him and -his fellow-
traveller, Mr. Cooledge. Their representation of the stage
of things in Massachusetts corresponds with the hintson that
head suggested in your letter. There is too much intelli-, v **
gence in the northern states, to admit of their being greatly .
and long deceived and misled ; and I hope the same remark
will in time become equally applicable to all the others.
Considering the nature pf our governments, a succession of
demagogues must be expected: and the strenuous efforts .
of the wise and virtuous will - not cease to be necessary to
frustrate their artifices and designs. They will always be
hostile to merit, because merit will always stand in their
way; and being actuated by envy, ambition, or avarice,
and not ‘unfrequently by them all;, will be dlhgently at
work, while better men will take their rest. :

It seems- atrange, but so-it is in all republics, that many X
excellent men who are bappy in their families and fortunes,
and in the esteem of society and of their friends; who en-
joy their villas and their gardens, and neglect rot to guard
their trees and vines from caterpillars, and their favourite
plants and flowers from nipping frosts; yet omit attending
to the political grubs, who are constantly and insidiously
labouring to wound and ‘prey upon the roots of all their
_ VOL. IL—LL
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temporal enjoyments. Several gentlemen of this descrip-
tion with us becoming alarmed, have been very wseful; -
and I presime this has been, more or less, the case in other
States, :
‘Be assured of the esteem and rega.rd with which I am,
‘ . - Yours, &ec.’
Jorx Jav.

TO' REV. UZAL OGDEN.
New-York, 14th Feb., 1798.
Dmn Sm,

I am much obliged to you for the hooks you have been so
kind as to_send me; and which, with your friendly letter of
th 11th inst., were delivered to me yesterday. Except
while at church, I have employed this day in reading

.., +the first, and part of the second volume; and expect to

finish the perusal of the remainder next Sunday. I have
long béen of opimion, that the -evidence of the truth of
Chnstnm , requu'es only to be carefully examined to pro-
duce n in candid minds; and I think .they " who
undertake - -that task, will derive advantages. from your
egumeration of many interesting ‘facts; your remarks on
various heads and topics ; and from your references to the
numerous authogs proper to be consulted, and some of
whom are but little known.
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With the best wishes for your health and happiness, I am,
.dear sir, |
. Youx: ‘most obedlent and.humble servant,
Jonn Jaw.

FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON. : .
o Plnlldelphu, 31st March, 1796.

Accept, my dear sir, my thanks for your note of the 25th
inst., enclosing a copy of Mr. Bayard’s letter to you. The
purport of it is pleasing ; but the conduct of the British
armed vessels in the West Indies is intelerable beyond all
forbearance.

My answer, given yesterday to the House of Rgpresen-
tatives’ request for papers, will, I expect, set a host of scrib-
blers to work: but I shall proceed steadily 6n in all the
measures which depend on the executive, to carry the
British treaty into effect.

- This reminds me of the name of "““* who some
tnne ago you mentioned as a commxssloner, but upon
inquiring of his countrymen, it was found he was unfit.

‘Be assured of the affectionate regard of

Georae WasHINGTON.

FROM LORD GRENVILLE.

' Cleaveland-row, March 17th, 1796. :

Dm Sin, '

I cannot let Mr. Liston go, thhout takmg the occasion
of his departure to recommend him to you, and to express
my hope that his character and conduct will be found well
calculated to continue and promote that harmony, which it .
was the object of our labours to.establish. I have, since
you left us, taken one occasion to rencw to you my assur-
ances of the sincere esteem and friendship with which your
whole conduct has impressed me, and of the high sense’
which, I entertain of your virtues and talents. .. It is a great
satisfaction to one, when, in the course of so many unpleasant
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diseussions as a public man must necessarily be engaged A
in, he is able to look back upon any of them with as much
pleasure, as I derived from that which procured me the

. advantage of friendship and intercourse with a man valu-
' able on eyery account. You, I trust, saw enough of me to

. Mhow that these expressions are not, on my part, compli-
. tments of course, but that they proceed from sentiments of
real esteem and regard.

I need not tell you with how much pleasnre, on evary
account, I have learned that the public in the United States

v are recovering from the delysion into which they had been
~ led, and that justice is now dqne by the country at large, as

it was before by well informed and well principled men, to
the uprightness and ability of your conduct. I, on'my part,
should have tliought, that I very ill consulted the interests
of my own'country, if I had been desirous of terminating
the points in discussion between us, on any other footing
than that of matual justice and reciprocal advantage ; nor
Joleihouve that any just objection can be stated to the
great work which we jointly accomplished, except on the

" part of thobi who believe the interest of Great Britain and

the United @tates to be in contradiction with each otber
or who wish to make them so. .

It would be a great gratification to me to learn occasion-
ally that you are well, and that you retain a friendly recol-
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lordship for the letter which you did me the honour to
write on the 11th May last, respecting which I shall omit
saying any thing further by this opportunity:

The treaty will go into operation, and be supported by a
great majority of the people; a majority comprising the
greater part of the men most distinguished by talents,
worth, and weight. . Btrenuous erideavours were made and
persisted in, to mislead the people by all the various means
which art, unrestrained by principle, very readily devises.
The English and Irish emigrants joined the opposition ; and
what seems more singular-is, that the French republicans
and French refugees, so far forgot their animosities as to
concur in resisting the restoration of good-will between
Great Britain and the United States.

Anxious that the present current of public opinion in

‘favour of a pacific and conciliatory system, may not be
checked by fresh obstacles, permit me, my lord, to submit
to your consideration the prudence, as well as justice of
strong measures, to prevent, as far as possible, those very -
exceptionable impressments, and other severities, which too
often occur. They may give occasion,and I am persuaded
will continue to give occasion to more clamour than facts
will justify ; but it is certainly true that much just cause for
complaint does exist, and that there are persons here who
would rejoice if there was. much more. There is reason to
believe, that eertain individoals in the British service have
been irritated, by the improper things said and published in
this country, to indiscreet acts of resentment ; not consider-
ing, and prgbably not suspecting, that they were said and
published for the purpose of provocation. It is to be wished,
that they had. recollected that these things were not said
and published by our government, nor by those who desire
to promote, and who do promote peace and harmony with
Great Britain ; nor by those who are actuated by zeal for
the- honour and interest of their own country.

. We have aimed lat, and laboured for the restoration of
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mutual justice and mutual good-will between our countries.
The greatest difficulties are surmounted, and perseverance,
with prudence and temper on both sides, will ensure suc-
cess. Would not orders to discharge all impreased Amer-
icans, andrenjoining a just and friendly conduct towards the
people of this.country, cherish their confidence, and manifest
that disposition to conciliation, which repeated-instances of
violence and severity enable designing men (and with great
appearance of reason) to draw into question? Would not
. friendly assurances on these points to our government, tead
greatly to impress the public with still more favourable
opinions of the propriety and ‘policy of their measures ; and
consequently diminish the credit and influence of those who
seize every occasion afftmpeaching their wisdom and your
sincerity? 'Thiese men have, indeed, for the ‘present missed
their object, but they have not abandoned their designs. -1
mean the leaders, not the rank and file of the party. Among
the latter are many misled, honest men, who, ‘as they be-
come undeceived, will act with propriety. .

. Pardon, my lord, the liberty I take in these observations.
1 write freely because I confide fully in your candour, and
because I flatter myself that you confide in mine. I have
not leisure, at this moment, to' be more particular. This .
letter will soon be followed by others.

With great and sincere esteem and re,

d I};.'ure the
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late Governor Hancock, my respect for his memory. We
were fellow-laboyrers in the American revolution, and I
reflect with pleasure on the good understanding which sub-
fisted between us, and the friendly attentions with which
‘he uniformly honoured me. Permit me to add, that my
esteem and regard for you would not only ensure a welcome
reception to this amiable young gent.leman, but to any others
you may recommend,

.The.approbation of one judicious and virtuous man, rela-
tive to the conduct of the negotiations in which I was
lately engaged, affords me more satisfaction, than all the
clamours raised on that subject by intrigue. and passion
have given me concern. It was foreseen that a strenuous
opposition would be excited ; a.nd:iw disappointed only
in this, that the management of it has been less circumspect
and. politic than I had supposed. There was little reason
to expect that any treaty of amity with Great Britain,
which our constituted government could form, would be
acceptable to those anti-federalists, whose prejudices, instead
of being removed, but gathered strength and malignity
from the failure of their predictions; to debtors, anxious
by any means to elude payment, or to partisans. of a
Jforeign power, which had systematically and industriously
laboured to keep us in the condition of a satellite, and pre-
vent our ever diverging from the sphere of her attraction
and governing influence.

Believing the.people of this country too intelligent to be
long deceived, and not sufficiently vicious to requiye great
national calamities, 1 hope and trust that Providence will
continue to bless us with as much prosperity as will be
good for us; I say as will be good for us, for in my opinion
Agur's prayer is not less suitable for' nations than for
individuals. With the best wishes for your health and
happiness, I am, dear sir,

Your.most obedient and humble servant,
;o . Jonw. Jay..

S
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TO 'WILLIAM VAUGHAN.
New-York, 26th May, 1798,

Duan Sim, - )
The letters of the 24th and 28th November last, with
. which you favoured me, have remained long unanswered,

though not forgotten ; my time having, since my arrival,
been so occupied by public concerns, that I have had no
leisure to attend to my private affairs or cortespondence.

As to political reformations in Europe or elsewhere, I con-.

fess that, considering men as being what they are, I do not
amuse myself with dreams about an age of reason, prior to
the millennium, which I believe will come, though I cannot
tell the precise time when. Until that period arrives, I
expect there will be wars, and commotions, and tyrants,
and factions, and demagogues, and that they will do mis-
chief as-they may have opportunity. Human knowledge
and experience will doubtless continue to do good, in pro-

* portion to their extent and influence; but that they will
-ever be able to reduce the passions and, prejudices of man-

kind to such a state of subordination to right reason as
modern philosophers would persuade us, I do not believe
one word of. - '

- I should not think that man wise, who should employ his

time in endeavouring to contrive a shoe that would fit eve

*»
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for other things ; all that I contend for is, that they. be done
soberly, by sober and. discrest men, and in due manner;
measure, and proportion: It may be said, that this cannot
always be the case.”. It is true, and we can only'regmt it.
We must take men and things as they are, and act aecord-
ingly ; that is, circumspectly. ~ . - -

‘With the best wishes for. your health und happmeu,

' ,l am, dear m', your most obedient servant,
: L Jonx Jav.
‘TO GEORGE mnmm, XENGLAND.
Ntw-York, lﬂh J’uno, 1798.
Dnaz Siz, :

Accept my thanks fot your friendly letter of the l4th
March last. - I #m happy-in resuming my correspondence
with my friends in England, and regret that it has been so
long suspended.. As Mr. King will bs the bearer of this
letter, I refer you to him for information respecting the
state of affairs here. You have heard of the appointment of
this gentleman to succeed Mr. Pinckney. You are wel
. acquainted with his qualifications for that place, and with his
character, public and private.

I thank you for making to Lord Grenville the intimation
T requested rélative to the intended present. 1 shall deem
myself suﬂiclently honoured and gratified, if my endeavours
sheuld prove conducive to permanent peace and concilia-
tion between our countries. - This can, and I hope will, be
accomplished. Nature has made. few difficulties - within
the sphere of honest and rational policy, that are insupera-
ble to prudence and perseverance. Mutual justice, mutual
kindness, and a little mutual forbearance will ensure. suc-

eess. But it is to be rementhered, that political, like other . -

fields, require constant attention; when neglected, they
soon become’ unproducuve, and fresh weeds, briers, and
thotns will gradually spring up. :
‘¢ Late British minister in the United Stlbl.
VOL. IL.—M M
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+ The tiderrhuman affairs, of which the poet speaks, now .

runs favourably, and will present a proper occasion for
arranging our West India commerce. The war ‘has, i na
great degree auspended the importance of it to us. When
- that suspension ceases; a strong sense of it will retwm, and
will excitg uneasiness whichshould be abviated or.allayed by
“regulations as satisfactory as can-well be made. Although
a dystem more ‘liberal than ¢hat in the twelfth article, if- it
had been immediately made, might have been ascribed to
the pressure of circumstances, rather than to motives more
 pleasing and friendly : yet that objection has nearly lost its
force, and ‘passed its time ; for the treaty is now in opera-
tion, with the approbation of a decided and great ma;onty
of the ‘people, and success attends:your arms.
* While America has no just cause of cémplaint against
Britain, nor Britain against America, theix commercial and
friendly relations will operate freely and effeetually, and the
dengnsofMewhommat dmordbetweenthemwﬂl
prove uboruve R SRR .
‘ i I am, dear sir,. -
g A Yours very mneerely.
' Jomx Javy.

FROX r.onn onmn.x.t. -
Dropmore, Jul Bth 1796,
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far as may depend on me, the public objects of his mission,
ind in showing him any private attention and civility
that may: be in.my power. I think he and his colleague
wilt be well satisfied with the choice which has been made.
here for that commission. Both Dr. Nicoll and Mr, Ansty .
are known (in some degree) in America, the former by
character, the latter .personally; and I trust the appoint-
ment-has praved the spirit in whieh it was.- made. If Ido.
not deceive myself, the choice of the commissioners who
are going to America will not be less satisfactory. Their
names are not-yet announced, but I' look upon the appomt-
ment as very nearly, if not quite, fixed.

Your letter of the 1st of May was delivered to me two
days ago, and I take the opportunity of this.mail to.answer
it. - I have the greatest pleasure in hearing from you, that-
you consider the questions which have agitated America
since .your arrival as determined. I think we always felt

"that even after the great points:were adjusted, and a founda-
tion of -solid friendship laid, something must be still left for
the operation of time and temper. Where 80 much heat
has prevailed, irritation will remain among individuals, and
will occasionally produce inconvenience and embarrassment
to both governments. Mutual -good disposition and confi-
dence, a uniform and steady conduct in great points, and
moderation respecting those of: less importance, must ulti-
mately surmount these difficulties, as they have already
surmounted others which were much greater.

With respect to the impressments, [ am confident that
such orders .as you speak of have .been more thdan onge
repeated. I speak from general impression, ot having had

- opportunity to ascertain the fact.since I received. your
letter, But I think I can answer for it that they shall be
renewed, -In this country, much of the detail of that busi..
ness has fallen within my own knowledge ; and- I can say
positively, that I do not think one instance can be brought
where a seaman has not been discharged, who could pro»
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duce, I do not say proof, but any probable, or even plausi-
" ble ground for supposing him a native citizen of thé United

States, or 2 resxdent there at the. txme of the. sepa.rquon from
" this country. Ih some instanoes, the conduct cbserved has
beent sp.favourable, that within the last week, before 1
received, your letter, two men were discharged, one on pro-
ducing a certificate of an American consul here, which did
.not recite on’ what.grounds or from ‘what proof it was
given, but merely asserted the fact that the bearer was an
American citizen; and the other, on producmg a paper-
meither certified nor attested, but purporting to be. a dis- .
_ charge from an American regunent of miljtia,~—a paper
which, even if.genuine, may, as, you will eauly see, have
pessed into twenty hands before it was produced here.

.1 saw in thé proceedings of the last session’ of the Con-
gress, some ‘steps taken towards a regular establishment
for the granting certificates. . If suchan establishment were
formed, with proper and sufficient checks to prevent .its
being abused, the effect would be.to do awdy the greatest
pert of our difficulties on the subject. - But I much fear that
the ideas prevalent in America on the subject of emigra-

tion, will prevent this ¢ver being well or satisfactorily done.
- I'have been led into thig discussion by what you say of
the advantage which might arise from- giving orders, which

. I'am ‘confident have been re atedly given. The assu-
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assuring you of the very sincere’ esteem and regard with
which

. I have the honour to be, my dear sir,
“Your most faithful and obedlent humble servant,
van_x.x..
TO COL. nmun.," LoXDOY. .
Néw-York, Bﬂth Oet.‘ 1798, -
Dnn Sm, ;

. It gave me pleasure to receive ﬁ'om Dr. Edwards your
’!etter of the 7th ult., and to converse with him on.the sub.
jects alluded to. in it. .My letters to’ you and others on
your side of the water have, since my return, been few,
and not Very interesting. ‘The risks to- which letters are
exposed in times like these, rendered me more reserved
than 1 should otherwise have.been. -

You bave doubtless by this time heard that Mn ‘Benson
‘bas been chosen ‘the third commissioner for ascertaining
" the river St. Croix, intended by the treaty of peace. He
is now on that business;.a bettér appointment could not
bave been made. Whatever the decision may be, both
parties will, I am persuaded have réason to be satisfied
with it.

You are now placed, as you we]l observe, in a situation
Jelicate and important.  Your reflections on it ate-just and .
proper. The interest I take in what concerns you induces -
me to enlarge a little upon them. z .

To settle and agree on the principles which ought to
govern in the capture cases, as well as the application of
them {o those cases, will require great care, consideration,
and impartiality. The majority of the' commissioners
‘being Americans, the honour of our country will be in-
creased or diminished by their decisions. . I flatter myself

. mor.ﬁmmmmnﬁmm

3
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they will be such as to merit the ‘approbation.of W‘ul
disinterested generations in both countries. .
It is natural that the claimants should,.ahd theyr dmbtleu
_ will be, sanguine in their. expectations. Some of them
may be difficult to satisfy, and perhaps become clamorpus.
Firmpess, therefore, as well as mtegrity\q,nd caation, will
be requisite to-explore and persevere in the path of j justice.
They.-who, in following her footsteps, tread upon popular
prejudices, or .erush the ‘schemes of individuals, must ex-
poct clamours: and resentment. The best way to prevent
bapgpqrplexpdby considerpfions of that kind is to dismiss
" them all, and’ mever to permit the-mind to dyvell upon them
for amoment. I suspect it is with men in thesg cases, as it
issaid to be with women in certain others, they who lm:m .
are in danger.of ‘being lost. W
Although a judge may possess the' Beat ‘talents, and the
purest-intbntions, et let hiin keep & jealous.eye.over his
sapsibilities and attachments, lest they imperceptibly give
to ‘error too near a resemblance to truth. “Nay, let him
even watch aver that jéalousy, ﬁrﬂxeappmhenswn of
bemg thought. partial to one side, has a lendency to incline
tdelmtemmd towards the other. . - .
: " I am, deat sir,.
Very smcerely your frwnd.
Jomm Jay. .
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fs not the.least arduous part of the task; it will require
mucl time, patient perseverance, and research. As. the
revolution was accomplished by the councils and efforts of
the Union, and by the auxiliary councils and efforts of
. each individual State or colony, it appears to me that yeur
inquiries will necessarily be divided into those two depart-
ments; the first of them will of course include- foreign,
affairs, and both of them. will naturally divide into two
others; viz. the civil.and the military. Each of these,
you know, oomprehend& several distinct heads, which are
obvious.
- So much of our colomal history as’ casts light on' the
revolution, viewed under its different aspects, ‘and coh-
sidéred in all its anterior relations, will be essential. I
think our colonial history is strongly marked by discrim-
inating circumstances relative to our political situation and
feelings, at three different periods: 1st, down to the revo-
lution under -King ‘William ; 2d, from thence to the wyear
1763 ; and 3d, from that year to the union of the .colonies
in 1774. Want of leisure will not. permit me to go into
details.
- Asito doqmnents—pubhc and private Joumnls of Con-
gress—the papers mentioned or alluded to jn them, such
as certain reports of committees ; ‘letters to and from civil
and military officers, ministers, agents, state-governors, &c.;
the proceedings of the standing ‘committees for marine,
commerecial, fiscal, political, and foreign aﬂinrs—a.ll merit
attention.
. 'The journals and papers of State conventions, and coun-
cils of safety, and of some of the standing and other com-
mittees, during the revolutionary government, contain much
interedting information.

There.are also diaries and memoirs, and pnvate letwrs,
which would give some aid and light to a sagacious -and
cautious inquirer; for experience has convinced Ine, that
they are entitled to no other respect ot attention thin what
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they derive from - the well-estabhlbd chncw of e
writers for judgment, accuracy, and candour. As to chary.
acters; 1 have, throughout the revolution, known some who
passed for more than they were worth, and others ‘who
pessed for less. On this head, great circumspection is par.
ticuldrly requisite. It is to be regretted, but so I believe
Jthe fact to be, that except the Bible, there is not a trpe his-
ﬁury in the werld: Whatever may be the virtue, discern-

ment, andin&ustryofthewnmlm persuaded, that

'umhmderror(ﬂnghmdlﬁ'erentdegreeo)mllnnper-_

ceptibly become and remain mixed and blended, until they
Mbecepantedﬁ:reverbythegre&tmdhstmﬁmng
fire. ...
’ . Immun,mydcarm, ‘- ' "‘-
: Yourveryobedmtoerunt.
. Jonn Jn'.

-mnocwomnnd{. :
: Anmymm:m
Duxstn.
| have recelved and read wit.h ‘pleasure your elegun
enlogium on the late Mr. Rittenhouse. Such attentions to
worthyehmoteu,chensh and encourage modest merit.
‘As & man and a philosopher, his title to.esteem and praise

is, I believe, universally acknowledged.




mcm.ulur.ous coxn;ssromn‘ncz - 281

:"‘We hvc, my deat- m, m ‘times that furnish’ abundn.nt
Amatter for serious and profound reflections. [t is a conso-
latory one, that every scourge of every kind by.Which
nations are punished or corrected, is under-the vontrol of a
wise and benevolent Sovereign. - ’
With sincere, esteefn and regard, I am, dear sir, . ,
Your falthful and obedlent servamt, . -
: . JouN Jav."
. O LORD GRENVILLE.
: . New York, 4th .lnne, 1797
. My Lomp, ': ’ i
.A long iriterval has passéd between the date of* my last’
letter, and that of .this, They would have been thore
frequent, had they :been exposed to less risk “of inter-
ception. .
My respect a.nd esteem for your lordslnp remain unabated,
a.nd I yetflatter myself with thé pleasure of becom‘lbg a
better correspondent. It will give. xyou shtisfaction to know -
that ‘the letters I have received from Mr. King and Mr,
Gore, make honourable mention of the candour and good
faith of your government. They both appear to be. well
pleased, and I am glad of it. The proceedings of the -
' Congress' now in session will doubtless be sent to you.
There appears to be a general disposition to pe.aﬁc mea- *
sures' throughont our country. If it procures peace, so '
much the better ; if not, we shall be. the more united., To
. put our adversaries in the wrong is always a valuable pomt
.gained, especially as the forbearance necessary for the pur- -
pose will not in thopresemmstaneebe promptedbyfear' :
nor produce dejection. . '
n. gvery event, some malcontems are to be’ expedted
. and it is remarkable that pampt: born in British dominions,
are very dmtmgmshﬁble among those who the most invari-
ably. oppose our government and its meastres. They”
appear to be as little disposed to.promote good will between

VOL. ﬂf—ﬂ N
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our two countries, as the French; indeed, thay.ead to”h'ke
our government as little as they did their own. .~ °

' I have-the honour to be, wnh very.great respee\, elteem

and reg.ard ‘ My lond, y
I Your lordslnps most-obedient servant,
R N : Jonan'.
TO BENJAMIN VAUGHAN. C
' . New-foxt, S1st Aug., Y
Dxn Sim, .

"+ I had this aﬁernoon the pleasure of recemng your favour
of the 18th inst. Mrs. Jay joins e in sincerely congratu-
Iating you and your amiable family on your arrival in this
coudtry ; may your expectatxom of happmess in it be fully
realized. - -

... The reasons which have determmed you to settle on the
Kennbbeck, I can easlly conceive ‘are cogent, but I flatter

mygelf you w1'll sometlmes find leisure for excursions this

wag.

I presume that our pohhoal' sentlments do not differ
essentially. To me it appears unpommt that the Amencan :
government be preserved as it is, until mature experiencs
shall very plainly point out very useful amendments to-our
constitution ; that we steadily repel all foreign influence and
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+ Whioh does not regard them as being what they are, will
probably prove delusive.

It will give me pleasyre to receive the pubhcatwn you
mention ;- being from your pen, it will, I am persuaded, be
interesting.. Be pleased to present our best complxments
to Mrs. Vaughan and your sister. .

«  l.am, dear sir, - .
“Your aﬂ'ecuanate and humble servant,
) : Ve Jomn, JAv.

-
v

/T, COL.- JORN, 'rnumm., LONDON. .
L Albany, 27th October, 1797.
Dm Sm, : -
- I received, three days ago, by the post, your letter of the
“9th of August, in which was a copy of the one-you bad
written on the 20th of July, and the original of which I had
received apd read with pleasure.

. The difficulty and delicacy of your task, my good ﬁ'xend
are obvious; but I flatter myself the reputation to be derived.
from it will softerr the trouble dnd anxiety it gives you. It
was not to be expected: that the judgments. of the commis-
sioners would not frequently differ, for the best judges
sometimes vary in opinion from each.other; but it is to be .
expected, as well.as wished, that their. decisions may bear
the test of the severe examination which they will certainly

. ‘at one time or other. undergo.

The delays of the court of admiralty do not surpnse me. .
I have no faith in any British- court of admiralty, though I.
have the greatest respect far, and the highest canfidence in
their courts of justice, in the number of which, those courts
do not deserve to be ranked. Ido not extend this stricture
to the lords of appeal.

The question you hint at is mterestmg Perhaps a mode
might be devised for making and receiving - claims de bene
esse; but if any thing of that kind should be done, it should
be on.more mature consideration than that on which I
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aqggest it; it is a thought which just occurred tQ me, and
wlnch I have not examined.

” 1.am settled here with-my family, at least: fér the winter.
Tbe Legislature have determined that this-cjty. strall be the
seat of government, and thét the principal pubhc offices
shall be here. :

". As toipolitics, we are in a Better state than we were:

.but we are not yet in a.sound state. .I think that nation is
not ip'a sound state whose parties are excited by objects
mterestmg only to-a foreigh power., 1 wish to_see our
people more Americanized; if. I may use that ‘expression ;
until we feel and act as an independent natxon, we shall
always suffer from foreign intrigue.. -

" +. Whather-peace in Europe would énsure peace to Amanca,
uﬂuesnon on which doubts are entértained. In my opinion,

it will depend-on circumstances, and not an any right or-

wrong about the matter. -

* Remember me to our friends, Mr. ng, and Mr. Gore
loweletterstothem.andtoothers,butthe fate of letters
has been 80 precarious, that I havé written- muoh fewer
ﬂnn Ishouldothemse have done. 1.

: I am, dear pir, yours smcemly,
. 2 ) ‘JomN Jav.

A 70’ TIMOTHY PICKBRING. -

% 3
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will probably be inclined towards us as_far as may suit
them. - '

« The recent explosion at Paris has cast most of our cal-
culdtions and conjectures, relative to the.issue of our nego-
tiations with the Directory, very much into the air. A
complete state of defence at home, appears to ine to-be the
only solid foundation on which to rest ourhopes of security,
* and I regret that more has not been done towards it. *But
until our people‘recome more united, and feel-more sensibly
the pride and the duties of independence; our J acobins-will
not cease to perple.x the measures of our g:overnment,
however wise and salutary. - If is pleasing to observe, that
* notwithstanding' their efforts to mislead, the public mind is
gradually recovering from its ertors, and to this‘end your
. public .reports and.letters have estentially contributéd.

- Your answer to the Spanish minister’s factious and indecent
letter, has made stranger mpresmons than he and hix « coun--
: uﬂoﬁ probably suspect. _
- . Yours, very- smcerely, '

Jomy Jav.

v

PN

- ' TO.MAJOR-GENERAL Ax.nxunnn nA'mx.'ron
: Albany, Angult, 1798.
Dzar Sm,
1 was this mommg favoured with yours of the 27th inst.
I regret the circumstances ivhich prevented our seeing each
other when you were here. There are several -topics, on
which I wish to converse *Wwith -you, amd partxo&‘ly'
respecting military arrangements at New-York. - The'rifle
oorps, and a few of the new light-infantry companies ‘are
established. There were reasons which I shall mentior
when we meet, which induced me .to suspend a’ dedision
 relative to the others for the present. The objections stated:
in the petition are not,’ in ‘my judgment, conchmve So
soon as the commissions advised by the eouneil are-de-
spatched, I-propose to set out for New-York. The defence



286 . LIFR OF JOHN JAY.

of thé port, &c.,in my opinion, should be-under your direc-

oy

tion. The measures will be concerted between us. " The

councjl' will meet again before the session,.and all such new -

corps as ‘ought tg be established, will then without difficulty
be organized ultiniately. I thmk with you on the mbject
of reslgnau.ons, o

It is'with me g question whether any person oonvnehd

"« of forgery ought to be pardoned at present, when offences
of that kind abound. As: yet I have, net pardoned any’

convicts of that description, except in cases where. the con-

victions turned on a balapce of evidence, and where guilt -

was_probable, but not certain. - Mr. Murmy has just been
with me on this subject. I shall take it into furthér con-
sideration, but fear the objections will prove insuperable.

The young man’s father, and family are to be pitied, but the
power to pardor(is a trust to be exercised on principles of -

. ‘sound discretion, combining policy, justice, and humanity ; ;
—wé will talk this matter over. . I bave.an idea of putting
the light corps .into a reglment, and ma.hng our fnend
: Troup colonel of it. - .
' I am, dear m,
- Yours, smoerely,
: . Jom Jay.

TO THE REV. DR. MORSH,
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times, But at this period; there certainly are an uncom-
mon number and series of events and circumstances, which
assurbe an aspect unusually portentous. The ‘seeds of.
trouble are.sowing and’ gerrhinating in our eouritry, as well
as' in- many others; they are cultivated with a.real so
nnguIarly blind, as not, in many instances, to be' easily
accounted for. Inﬁdehty has become a polmcal engine,
alarming .both by the force and the extent of its operations.
It is doubtless permitted to be used for wise ends, though
we do not clearly discern them ; when those ends shall be
- accomplished, it will be laid aside.

Much.ill use has been, arid will: yet be’ made of secret
societits. I think with you that they shauld net be encour-
aged, and .that the most virtuous and innocent of them
would do well to concur in suspending them for the present.

What precisely is to be understood of ‘the death and
resurrechon of the witnesses, will probably be explained

" only by the event. 1 have an idea; that either-the-Old and
New Testaments, or the moral and revealed law are the two
witnesses : witnesses to the €xistence, attributes, promiises,
and.denunciations-of the Supreme Being. Atheism is now

- killing these witnesses. That all frue and pious apostles
or believers are everywhere or generally to be slain, seems
hardly credible. Whatever or whoever the witnesses may -
be, it is certain that the slaughter is not yet' perfected: . I
much doubt whether, in any view of the sub_]ect, the clergy .
of the church of Rome are of the number. . .

The pope has lost his triple crown, and his spiritual . -
dominion is rapidly declining. The Turk is'now a party
to the war; whether any or what-consequences will result
from it to Mahomet, is yet to be seen. Wide is the field
open for conjectures.

- That our country is, to drink very deep bf the eup of
tribulation, I am not apprehensive; but .that wé shall en-
tirely escape, does.not appear tp me very probable. I
suspect that the jacobins are still. more numerous, more
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“Besperate, and more active in this country, than is generally

supposed. . It is true, they are less indecorous and less

" clamorous than they have been. How few of their leaders

have abandoned .their errors, their assot:muons, their’ oppo-
aition to their own government, and their devotion to a
foreign one . Why, and by whom, were the Kentlicky and
erglma resolutions-contrived, and for:what .purposes? .1
often think of Pandora’s- box: although it contained every
“kind of evil, yet.it is said. that hope was placed-at the bot-
tom. Thisisa smgular fable, and it admits of many, a.nd
some of them very extensive gpplications. . .
s+, With very sincere esteem and regard,
‘ I3m, dear sir,

b o Your most obedient semm..
. Jomn Jer
’ Lo . . .
-, < _ TO BENJAMIN GOODNUR."
e . _ uiuy.mnnd:. 1790,
Dun Sm,

- The Jetters which you were.so obhgmg as to write, to me
from Philadelphja hdve. been: recelved, and dupooed of in
the manner you requested.: -

The information coknmumcated in- those, letters hu g:ven
me much cancern. . The expediency of the . president’s

declaration, that he would not send another minister to
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pot within hie -instructions. 'Those conversations have’
facilitated overtures, which are calculated, and I -beliéve
designed, to perplex and divide our councxls,and to mislead
public opinion.
The manner in which Mr. Mumy transmitted these
pvertures to the.president, is such a deviation from the official
. and customary course, as (unless adopted for extraordinary
and substantial reasons) is certainly exceptionable. Nor
does any reason occur to me; why the president thought it
proper to omiit - communicnting the overtures -to the secre-

-tary of state.” Such is my confidence in the patriotism of
the president, and also of the secretary, that every indica-
tion of want of confidence between them appears to nie
sipgular, and to be regretted. .

Whether these overtures (considered in connexion with
the before-mentioned declaration of the president,and other
existing circumstances) shoild have been accepted, or, en-
couraged, or rejected, or neglected, are questions not free
from doubts. 1am inclined to think that immediate attention
to them' was neither necessary nor advisable,"and that they
had not as yetacquired such a degree. of maturity, as to call
for any formal, national act. But.viewing this subject in all
its various relatiops, I suspect it is one of those on which
statesmen might naturally be led to opposite opinions, by
the difficulty of estimating the precise weight and balance
of . the many and diverse considerations compnehended
in it.

Much might be said, but not to much. purpose, for what-
ever remarks may be apphcable to the origin, progress, and
present state of this perplexing affair, it is.as it ¢s. Nothing
thorefore remains, but to make the best-of the situation into
which we are carried; and to avail ourselves of all the
advantages to be derived from the umited talémts and efforts
of -the best friends to our country and-government. The
apprebensions entertained from the projected negotiation
may not be extensively realized, and events may yet arise

VOL..1I.—0 ©
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to press the Directory into proper ieasures relative to this
country—measures not to be expected from their sipeerity,
or sense of decorum or justice.

I am for aiding and adhering to the presndezft, and for
promoting the best understanding between him -and the
beads of the departments, Notwithstanding what has hap-
pened, I hope his real friends will not keep- at a distance
from him, nor withhold from him- that information, whick
‘none but his friends will give him. Union, sedate firmness,

-+ and vigorous preparations for war, generally afford the best
means of counteracting the tendencies of insidious profes-
sions, and of too great public confidence in them. =~ * -

' With great esteem and regard,
) I am, dear sir,
Your miost obedient sefvant;-
' " "Jomn Jay.

FROM RUFUS KING.
London, March 18th, 1799,

" Dear S, ‘ .
The opposition of Virginia, and’ of her offspring, Ken-
tucky, appéars bolder and. more ‘considerable than I had
apprehended The reform tiat seems to have taken place
in the Carolinas is, however, a consoling and: important
circumstance. [ have been inelined to believe that the
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point, that-Prussia and Austria are to lay aside their mutual
Jealousy, and to consult and act together for their commeon
. safety. ) . .,

The commercial condition of England is extremely pros-
perous, and notwithstanding the hazardous and really dread-
ful situation of Ireland, this country is united in an uncom-
mon degree, and appear$ resolved to persevere in the war.
The minister; at the opening of his hudget, estimates the
total income of all the people of Great Britain #t a hundred
million per annum ; and it is confidently expected, that the .
taxes of this year will considerably exceed one-third of this
sum.

The Du-ectory htely hold a language respecting America

. more moderate, but not less artful and dangerous. Whe-
ther any ehange in their privatéering laws will be made, I
think -uncertain ; if my conjectures respecting the views of
the Directory are correct, these laws will be new modified,
or at least for a time suspended. After the experience we
have had, it will be humiliating if we are deceived by the
artifices that will'be practised among our people.

' , Tam always and sincerely, dear sir,

Your obedient and faithful seryant,
Rurus Kine.

TO WILLIAM WILBERFORCE; LONDON.
Albany, 3d Septembor, 1799.
Dear Sm,
* It was not until the last week, that I had the pleasure of
receiving from Mr. Naylor your obliging and very friendly
letter of the 24th Feb., 1798. Accept my thanks for it.
Permit me to congratulate you on the promising aspect
of affairs in Europe. England stands high, ard while just,
no one ought to repine at ber prosperity, In my opinion,
she does not pass for more than she is worth. Your tax
on income does honour to the minister who devised it, to

the parliament who adopted it, and to the people who bear -
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it.. If hergifter accommodated to a state of peace;it would
be a powerfal auxiliary to yonr smkmg fund.

Our conversation here’turns so much on Great Britain
and (as some phra.se it) her doings, that I find myself insen-
gibly led- to these interesting topics. Not only Great Brit-
ain, but every other civilized country, will lavé reason to
rejoice when the present atrocious war,.and .the pestiferons
principles which generated and have protratted it, shall
cease to distress and to corrupt mankmd May that happy
» ‘period not be distant. _

With great esteem and -regard, and the best wishes for
your health and happiness, [ am, dear sir,

Your most obedxent and faithful servant,
Joun Jav.

TO THE REV. BAMUEL MILLER..

o + Albany, 28th Febtaasy, 1800
Accept my thanks for the sermon on the death of Gen-
‘eral Washmgton, ‘which you was so obliging as to send me.
In my opmmn, it abounds in exocellent septiments, well
arranged and expressed. Writing thus freely, I think ‘it
candid to observe, that in some instances ideas are con-~
yeyed which do not appear to me to be correct ; such, for
instance, as “our glorious emancipation from Britain.”
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it off. A ‘struggle ensued which produced the revolution,
and ended in an. entire dissolution of all the political ties
which had before subsisted between the two countries.
Thus we became a distinct nation; and I. think truth will
justify out indulging .the pride of saying, that we and our
ancestors have kept our necks frée from yokes, and that the
term emanctpation is not apphcable to us.

Speaking of -the measures of General Washmgton s civil
administration, you observe, and so is the fact, “ that there
_is less unanimity among his countrymen with respect to
these, than with respect te his military services.” . But, do
facts warrant-our ascribing this diminution .of unanimity
entirely to doubts respecting the wisdom. of those measures?
The revolution found and left only two primary parties,
viz. the whigs who succeeded, and. the tories who were
suppressed. The former were upanimous in approvmg
the leading measures, both civil and military, which gave
them victory. When the adoption of the new constitution
afterward ‘came into question, the whigs divided into two
parties, the one for and the other against it.. The partyfor
the constitution prevailed; and they -have -with as great

“unanimity approved of General Washington’s civil as of
" his military measures and services. The party opposed
to the constitution disapproved. of the government estab-
lished' by it; and there are very few of the important
meagsures of that govemment whmh haye escaped then-
censure,

I take the liberty of making these remarks from- the re-
spect 1 have for your talents; and an opinion, that with due
circumspection they will promote the great interests of .
truth, virtue, and national liberty. Receive them, there-
fore, as marks of the esteem with which I am, sir,

Your most obedient servant,
’ Jonn Jay.

$

.o
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TO THE REV. DR. MORSE. . .
. Albany, mbApii. 1800, °
Dnm Sin, '

Several affairs, more mterestmg to otbers than to me,
hawe, for some months past so pressed upon me, as, together
with official business,to leave me little leidure 4o attend
even to my own concerns. Hence I have been constrained
into délays respecting my corzespongdents, which could not

- bave been less agreeable to their feelings than to my own.

Accept my ‘thanks for the several communications with
whieh yon have favoured me. . The facts.which you have
given to the public relative to the conduct of France in our
revolution, as well as your strictures on the designs :and -
intrigues of the illuminés, have, to a certain extent, been
useful. They have made proper impressions on many
sedate and candid men, but I suspect, they have.detached
very few of the d1sc1plmed adherents of the party. As
yet, there-appears but lijtle reason to beliove thiat philoso-
phism is losing ground in our country. There is indeed
less said about it, but indications of .immorality are neither
less frequent, nor more odious and disgracéful in.common
estimation than heretofore. A moral epidemic seems to
Jprevail in the world. What may be its duration, or the

limits of its ravages, time only can ascertain.
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gers which threaten thein, is yet to be seen. s the. sound
and leading friends of their country could concur in opinion
as.to' men and measures, their efforts would probably be
successful ; but unfortunately, there is too little unanimity in
* many pomts, and the want of it exposes us to the hazard
of many evils: - .
.1t really-appears to mé that the mission of our envoylto
Frare has.been tréated -with too ‘much asperity. The
president dgclared to the Congress.-that he. would never
send ‘another leganon to Pans;untxl he recewed asgurances
that it would bé properly.respected. - As that’ declaration
abemed to imply that when' he should receive such agsur-
ances he would-again send envoys; it was not unnatural
that he should conceive himself boind in honour to do so.
This z_ittachment to the dictates of honour and good faith,
even sppposing it to have been too scrupulous, is amiable
and praisewerthy. ‘Whether that declaration was advisable,
and whether-the nomination of the énvoys. was niade ex-
actly in season, are questions wh;ch;hke others of the same
kind, may rdceive different answers from' different men;
but hgvmg nominated the envoys and reccived the requisite
assurances, |, for my part, consider thé sending them as a
mattér of . conrse, and 1'do npt concur. in opmlon with those
gentlemen who thmk they should nevertheless have been
detained.
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- TO SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, LONDON.
Albany, 16th December, 1800,
Sz,

1 had yesterday the pleasure of receiving from the secre-
tary of state, the letter which you did me the honour to
write on the 22d May last.

They who feel an interest in the honour of this country,
cannot fail of ‘being gratified by every mark of respect to -
the memory of our late president. The tribute of com-
mendation paid to his merits by so many respectable per-
sons in Great Britain, is no less honourable to them than to
him ; and I very sincerely concur with you in wishing that
the best understanding may always subsxst between our
two nations. -

The fac simile copies of the letters appear to me to be
well executed, but I am not certain' that the taste of this
country is such as to produce a considerable demand for
them. I shall immediately put the cards.and subscription
papers into the hands of such persons here, and at New-
York, as I think most likely to promote the object of them.
For my own part, I am preparing and expect to retire in
the spring to my estate at Bedford, in the county of West-
chester, about fity miles from the city of New-York. I
shall request the persons to whom the subscription papers
will be delivered, to transmit them to Mr. Hygh Gaine, a
bookseller of reputation at New-York ; and shall request
him to communicate the result to Messrs. Nicoll, &c., in
London.

Having, since my return from England, been constantiy
engaged in official affairs, I have had little leisure for other
pursuits; so much so that I have not, from that time to this,
visited my estate more than twice in any one year.

A member of your board (of whose address I'took a
-memorandum, which I have since often looked for without
-success) was s0 obliging as to send me a cask of English

YOL. IL.—P P .
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gypsum. I promised. to try it, and inform him whether it
succeeded. It was ground, and sent to my farm, where a
part of it was used in like manner with French and New-
foundland gypsum, but not with the like success; it-pro-
‘duced no visible effect. On being acquainted with this, I
directed the remainder to be saved, in order that on my
. removal there, it might be tried under my own direction:
if 1 live, this shall be done.

I last evening read with attentior your proposal fox an
experimental farm. The objects in view are certainly-very
interesting, and to a considerable degree attainable under
the direction of such a manager as I suspect it would be
more easy to describe than to find. It would probably be
advisable to make him a handsome allowance per cent. on
the profits, besides a liberal stated salary.

This country will derive advantages from all your im-
provements relative to the breed and management of live-
stock. But I apprehend that, from the difference between
your climate and ours, it will in some respects be less easy
for us to apply and put into practice your improvements
respecting the growth and cultivation of plants.

In the year 1784, I bad an interesting conversation with
one of your intelligent farmers in -Essex. He was sur-
‘prised-that we in this country seldom sowed more than one
bushel of wheat on an acre. On being told that in our good
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much straw. Hence I conclude that (all other things being
equal) the same number of grains of seed wheat will throw
out more shoots in this climate than in yours. -

But to return to the experimental farm : it appears to me
that such an establishment comes naturally within the de-
partment ‘of the agricultural society ; and if instituted by
them, would enjoy greater. advantages, than such an estab-
lishment if entirely independent and distinct from them
would possess. : :

The more food Great Britain produces, the better; and
it is plain that by cultivating all your waste lands, and by
still greater improvements in hushandry, the quantity annu-
ally produced may and will be exceedingly augmented ;
yet, sir, it is not quite clear to me, that Great Britain can
always continue to produce more food than she will con-
sume. You now manufacture for about five millions of
people in this country, and for many millions in other coun-
tries. Consider the rapidity of population in this . untry,
and in some parts of your.extensive empire. Your manu-

" facturers must increase, and they must have food. On this
topic much might be said, which will readily occur to you.
With great respect and esteem, I am, sir,
Your most obedient dervant,
: JoBx Jav.

TO THE REV. JOHN LATHROP. .
Albany, 84 March, 1801.
Rev. S, ' ' .

Accept my'thanks for your obliging letter of the 9th ult.,
and the interesting discourse which accompanied it. The
eighteenth century has been distinguished, as you observe,
by great events. There are sonre among them so singular
and apparently so ominous, that the present century will
probably not be less signal than the last; especially as
whole nations are suffering themselves to be seduced from
their great sovereign by promises of fiberty made to them
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by the servants of corruption, and are desiring and exalting
rulers who eontemptuously. refuse to “kiss the Son.”

I perfectly agree with you in the ‘sentiment, that our
business is to do our duty, and leave events to Him, with-
out whoee appointment and permission nothing comes to
pass. 'That duty, however, appears to me to call particu-
larly on «ll the ministers of the gospel, to look more to the
Author and Finishet of our faith than to the exposuors of
it; and, disregarding the doubtful and mysterious doctrines
by-which the latter have divided Christians froim Christians,
to unite in defending the plain and intelligible faith deliv-
ered to us by our Redeemer and his apestles.

With great respect, and the best wishes for your health
cnd happiness, '

1 am, reverend sir,
Your'most obedient servant,
/. Jomn J AY.

. . 70 GENBRAL SCHUYLER. .
Bedford, Sﬂb.l'nly, 1804.
My pear S,
The friendship and attachment which I have so long and
so uniformly experienced from you, will not permit me
to delay expressing how deeply and sincerély I participate

with you in the afflicting event* which the public are now
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TO MRES. BANYER.'
) Bedford, 24 Novembar, '1804.
My pear DaventEn, '

I passed a part of yesterday morning very agreeably in
writing a letter to you. Happy to learn from your brother
and sister that 'your health was fast improving, and well
knewing the innocent gratifications you were deriving,
probably “in long perspective” from your dear little boy,
my letter insensibly grew long, nor could I easily quit these
pleasing topics. : '

Last night, I reeeived Mr. Banyer’s letter. of the 27th.
You can judge of my feelings on the occasion. It has cast
a gloom on both families. I have to lament the departure
" of my only grandson, as well as the affliction of my dear
and affectionate daughter. It is natural that such events
should excite grief in a high degree; I. know this by
experience, and I know by experience also, that no
consolation is to be derived from any other source than
acquiescence in and resignation to the will of God, with-
out whose appointment or permission nothing comes to
pass. .

Our Heavenly Father has called this child kome, and the
very best wish that you or I could have formed for him,
was, that after a long and virtuous abode here, he might be
where he now is. We have indeed reason to griéve for
the comforts we lose by his absenee, but not that he is
where be is. His happiness is now certain, complete, eter-
nal. Happy shall we all be to arrive finally.at the same
blest abodes; and there to be received by him, and many
others of our best and dearest friends and kindred.

Let us all endeavour to become the wiser and better for
these chastisements ; and remember the expressiops of Job
when all his children were taken away from him. I wish;my
dear Maria, to comfort both you and myself Let us both
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consider these things, and hold fast our confidence in Him
who alone can console and bless us.
' I am, my dear Maria,
Your very affectionate father,
- Jomn Jnr

. JTO JOHN MURRAY, JUN.
:  Bedford, 18th October, 1806.
.Sz, N
; 1 have been favoured with ‘your letter of the 2d ultimo,
respecting the African Free-school in the city of New-York.
It is, in my opinion, a charitable and useful institution, and
- well entitled to encouragement and support. .From your
account of its present embarrassments, I am induced to think
that, in order to its' being apd remaining on a respectable
and permanent footing, some vigorous and well devised
measures should be taken to obtain adequate and durable
funds.. The uncertain donations occasionally solicited and
expected from ohamable, but scattered and unconmnected
individuals, will, probably, be always incompetent, and
must obviously be too precarious to afford ground for sea-
sonably calculating the prudence and extent of expenditures.
The existing debts should doubtless be paid : indeed they
cannot be paid too soon, and it is desirable that new ones
be not contracted. For my part, I am persuaded that it
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to pursue and accomplish their objects with more than
ordinary union and effect. Hence, I am led to believe, that
if those of your socwty in New-York would recommend
this school to the notice and liberality of their brethren in
the country, and desire them also to request the aid of all
well-disposed persdns, of other denominations, in their
respective neighbourhoods, a considerable sum might be
collected ;' especially considering the prudence, as well as
zeal, with which your affairs are usually managed. On this,
or any other plan which would-in some degree be general
.through the country, I would readily be one of the con-
tributors.

Secondly, I submit to your- consideration the expediency
of regularly putting at interest ohe-tenth of the-annual
income of the school, whatever it may be, and whencesoever
it may arise, and ipvariably to bring the yearly expenses
of the school to a level with the remaining nine-tenths: Qn
this plan: both the principal of the stable funds, and the in-
come of the school (so far as it comprehended the interest
of those funds) would increase from year to year. In time,

_ the interest alone would form an income so considerable, ag
to be produetive of more good, than if the institution had
continyed to depend and subsmt on scanty and preca.nous
supplies.

It may also be well to consider, whether the benevolent

" objects of this institution might not be promoted by an act

of incorporation, with such provisions in it as would con-
duce to its stability, and extend its usefulness.

. Be pleased to inform me whether any particular attention
is paid by the superintendents to the children after they
have [eft it, and whether it is part of the plan to endeavour
to have them bound out to trades, or to service in decent
families. To me it appears important that they be not left
entirely either to their,parents or to themselves; it being
difficult to give them good morals, manners, or habits, in
any other way than by placing them under the care and
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direction of persons better qualified for those purpogeg than
their parents generally. are.
With ésteem®and regard, 1: am, sir,
Your obedient servant,
Jomn Jav.

TO MRS. BANYER.
- - Bedford, 29th December, 1808,
My bpar Marn, .

The account of your health contained in your affectionate
letter of the 12th inst., gave me great pleasure,

I thank you for the manner in which you mention my
birth-day, and I believe. every word you say on that topic.
And now, my dear daughter, I will congratulate you on
the anniversary of a birth-day, without which all our birth-
days would have been but sad. .1 meap the nat:vuy of our
Redeemer. May you see many returns of that anniversary,
and with still increasing prospects of comfort here, and
happiness hereafter.

Last evening your sister recelved a letter from you, with
a postscript-by ****, Let me hint fo you, that neither the
letters which we write, nor those which we receive, should
be so frequently communicated as to become a matter of
course ;-for, in that case, every omission which prudence
may require, will naturally lead to conjectures and appre-
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FROM WILLIAM WILBERFORCE.
Elmdon-House, near Birmingham,
November 7th, 1805.
‘My prar Siw, ‘

1 am willing to flatter myself you have not quite forgotten
the person who is now beginning to address you. He cer-
tainly has not forgotten' you; on the contrary, he .retains a
lively recollection. of the pleasure he derived ‘from your
society during your residence in this country, and still more
of the benefit he received, especially on one important occa-
sion, from your judicious and friendly counsel. He has
never since ceased .to embrace every opportunity of inqui-
ring after you, and to take an interest in your well-being.

After this preamble, I proceed to state, that my object in
now taking-up the pen is, to recommend egrnsstly fo your
serious perusal and impartial consideration, a pamphlet
which I will take the liberty of transmitting to you, latély
published, entitled “ War in Disguise, or the Frauds of the
Neutral Flags.” It is spoken of in high terms by the most
intelligent and respectable men 1 know, and is written, as I
think you will agree with me, with considerable knowledge
of .its subject, as well as with great spirit and eloquence.
Its general tenor is so clearly indicated by its title, at least
to you who are experimentally acquainted with the fopics
of which it ‘treats, that I need say nothirig on-that head; I
will only beg leave to assure you, that I took it up with
very strong prejudices against the conclusions which 1
understood the author endeavoured te establish, on account
of the strong dispesition I invariably feel to cultivate and
promote a friendly connexion between our two countries.
1 cannot but be anxious to hear-what reception it meets with
on your side of the Atlantic. That those whose interest is
at stake will endeavour to raise a cry, is no more than what
we must expect. Happy shall I be, if this is countervailed
by the opposite opinion of men of- sense, knowledge, and

VOL. I.—Q §
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impartiality. Nothing could have brought me over to the
doctrines the pamphlet lays down, but a deliberate and firm

.persuasion, that on our-practical adoption of them (I would

not hastily affirm tg what extent) depends, according to all
human appearances, not merely the maritime superiority,

"but the very existence of this empire. The author appears

to me.to have left very short that part of his work in which
ho speaks of the effects, on our marine and our maritime
interests, of the continuance of the present-abuses. . The
work, I happen to know, was written in haste, and in a-bad
state of health ; and though the product:on of a man who
was actuated'by a sense of duty, and had taken great pains
tp inform himself, it is in some parts faulty, in the compa-
sition and langnage especn;lly ; but knowing to whom I am
writing, it would be mere. impertinence to do more than
introduce. it to your notice. I leave it, not without solici-
tade, but yet with good hopé,toyourintelligence experi-
ence, eduity, and temper.

J beartily wish this may find you in the en;oymentof
goocl health and personal comfort. You will not, I trust,
think .it improper egotism -if, relying on your friendly
remembrance, I add; that I thank God I am favoured with
great doniestic fehcnty,——-havmg a wife and five children,
the youngest only about two months ago. I should
scarcely know where to leave off, if I al lowed myself to
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TO WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, LONDON.
" Bedford, Westchester County, State ofNew-York,
.  14th April, 1806,
Dzan Sm, ~ ‘

It was not until within a week that 1 recexVed your
friendly letter of the 7th November last. - It expresses sene
timents of esteem and regard whlch, bemg mutual, excite
agreeable recollections-and emotions.

“ War in Disguise,” of which you was so good as to
enclose a copy, has given occasion to uneasiness relative to
the matter and design of it. It contains marks of ahility,
but the guthor has not been entirely circumspect.. .I enclose
an apswer to- it, written, as is supposed, and as I believe,

by a gentleman of excellent talents and good dispositions.®
It appears ‘to me, that every independent state has, as

such, a perfect right at all times, whether at war or at

peace, to make grants to and treaties. with any other inde-

pendent state; but then those acts, in order to be valid,

must congist with justicé, and be in no respect fraudulent.
. 'To the validity of such grints and treaties, no third power,
‘ whether belligerent or ncutral can, in my opinion, have,
* reasonable cause to object.

When such acts are fraudulent, and injurious to others,
those others are justifiable in regarding them as bemg
what they are (that is, fraudulent), and in acting accord-
ingly. When such acts are just and fair, but abused to the
injury of others, those others have a right to complain of
and to aftack the abuse, but not the thing abused.

Whether this or that particular act (of the description
alluded to) be fair or fraudulent, is a question to be decided
by evidence internal and external, according to the rules
‘and maxims of the laws of nations relative to such cases.

* Gouverneur Morris.
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Believing ‘these principles to be well founded, thuy'lln '
oot pennlt me to adopt some of the opinions of this ingenious
. aTiter, nor to appiove of all the-Iatitude contended for by
some of his opponents. To view in their various lights
-and relations, and to examine properly all the doctrinés and
positions in question, cannot be done thbm the compass of
a letter. :

-Your disposition and desire to promote good-wxll between
eur two countries ‘exactly accord with my own.- - It is to
be wished that each of them may-ever be mindful, that the
preservation of friendship between nations, as between indi-
viduals, requires justice and prudence always, and even for-
bearance sometimes ; .for states, as well as persons, commit

. errors. It is our lot to live in perplexing and eventful
4imes. - The passions of men are not good counsellors, and
. mever less so than ‘when agitated and inflamed. -

We.have seen concluded, with the treaty of Atmens, the
Jerst act'of the astonishing tragedy ‘which the French revo-
Iuytion has ‘ihtroduced on the theatre of the world. . The
nt and succeeding acts will probably be highly inter-
* esting and impressive. In this prodigious drama, Great

Britain still sustains a cohspicuous and important -part:
. perhaps she may be employed to restrain the « mmamderof
wrath.” Whether this distant nation is to appear among
the dramatis persone, cannot now be known. - We cer-
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have given me pleasure, by letting mé see. how much rea-
son you have to be pleased. -
With true esteem and regard, I am; dear sir, -
~Your fmthful and obedient servant,

Jomx Jur

P.S. As yéur lgtter was so long on the way;, this answer_
will. arrive, if-it arrives at all, much later than you expected.
Being anxious to remove appearances of inattention, I shall
send a duplicate by another vessel. There will then be a
double chance of its commg to your hand.s

TO WILLIAM P. BEERS;
. Bedford, 18th April, 1807.
Dran Sm, . -

Your letter gave me great pleasure,. and the more, as it
leads me to expect that of seeing you here when a favour-
able opportunity shall offer.

I apprehend that several of your remarks relatlve te
public -affairs are too well founded; and it is- natural that
they should be so. The operations of certain principles
and passions are nearly alike in. all ages-and countries. -

» Every modification of sovereignty has its inconveniences
—there is a better and a worse in.them all, and no other
than a relative perfection in any of them. That ours might
be rendered less imperfect is more easy to- prove than to
accomplish. It is true, that when the measure of confusioh
runs over, order usually follows ; but it is not always such
order as would please either you or me.

The vices and violences of parties, and the corruptions
which they generatc and cherish, are serious evils; but
they are evils which, -during the full- tide of democracy,
mere yeason will find it difficult to correct, because the
majority of every people are deficient both in virtue and in
knowledge. All parties have their demagogues, and dem-
agogues nevetr were nor will be petriots. Self-interest ex-
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catalmddn’ects all their talents and industry, tmdb!“‘
principle they regulate their conduct towards men wafll
measures: nor is this all; they not onlyactmprq;erly'
themse]ves, but they diligently. strive to mislead the weak,
tbelgnorant,and the unwary ; as td' the corrupt, they like
to-have it o ; it makes a good market for them.

* Reformy in government are more frequently imposed by
averbeanng circumstances, than produced by the influence
of wisdom on the opinion and choice. of the multitude
- The administration of every government will always be
able, virtuous, and salutary, or otherwise, according to the
charaeters of-those to whom it may be. committed. The
-rulers in democratic republics are generally men of more
talents than morals; there can be but little connexion be-:
- tween cunning and virtue, and therefore (except now and
thea in particular instances) our affairs will commonly be
maneged by politicil intrigues, calculated upon that “ auri
fames” which, from obvious causes, rages in this country.

New- men, new objects, and new designs, will succes-
mly arise and have their day; but whether.for good or

for evil, we know not. At present, democracy prevails
too much; the time may: corne when it will. prevail -too
little. . The human passxons naturally vibrate between ex-_
tremes; passing and repassmg, but seldom stopping at the
middle point.
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=+ /As to the ensuing election for governot, a federal candi-

date should; in'my opinion, have been named. If that had

been deemed inexpedient, the federal party should, I think,

bave adopted an unequivocal plain line of conduct relative .
to the present candidates, explicitly deciding to vote for

nexther of them; or openly resolving to support the one

whom they considered as the least objectionable. In what,

state .the election will place our party, is difficult to con-

jecture, for although aduantage: will result from n, yet

“Timeo dona ferentes.”

¢ ‘With great esteem and. regard
I am, dear siz,
. . Your most obedient servant,
. - Jomx Jav.

TO aouv:mnn MORRIS. -1
Bedford, 16th Sept, 1607. ¢
Dm Sm. .

I have received your letter of the 2d inst., and expected
to have answered it this week in person. ' My health had
so much mended, that on Friday last, I rode to Bedférd
for the first time since my return. That might, rheurhatic
pains in my head, neck, and shoulders came on. They
have somewhat abated, but still confine me to the house,
In our journey through life, as’in other journeys, our wishes
cannot always be gratified. . Travellers must expect to live
and fate like travellers.

You have the gout, and you extract consolation from it ;
this is good moral chymistry. My rheumatism and your
gout-may- perhaps carry us home the farthest way round,
but not in an easy chair. When we “ ruminate past enjoy-
_ ments,” we taste that tincture of melancholy which thetr
departure and other associated circumstamnces infuse: it
névertheless affords a kind of pleasure whxch;' like some
medical wine, is not only better than no wine, but perhaps
in some mpecu more salutary tha.n pure wine.
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~ The half a century you speak -of, has given us some
knowledge and experience, both of men and things. That
experience leads me ‘to concur cordially in- your idem of
cultivating sentiments ‘of friendship; and pa.rtxcululy to
chensh those wnth which I am, .
‘ : - Yours, very smcerely,

.o Jorfx Jar.

TR ‘TO MORRIS 8. MILLER, ESQ.
- Bedford, 22d My, 1806,
Dnu. Sir, .-

I received by the last mail, and have read with great
_pleasure, your obliging letter of the 11th inst. The informa-
tion it conveys cannot fail of being grateful to all who prefer
the wise dand upright policy which distinguished the admin-
istration of Washington, to that which of late has distressed
and disgraced our country. How far the favourable changes
whith have taken place are imputable to patriotic and cor-
rect principles, time and experience only can decide. Sin-
erely de. I wish. that all our elections may manifest the
prevalence of such principlés ; but Iam mot sapguine in my
expectations of it. Personal and pecuniary considerations
appear to have acquired.a more ‘than ordinary degree of
influence. Many sacrifices of public good. have, and will

yet be made to them. On the exertions of the virtuous and
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TO JUDGE PETERS.
- Bedford, 24th July, 1809.
. Dear Sm,

Soon after recewmg your: 1etter of the 18th of Septembor
last, I was called to Albary by the death of the only remain-
ing child of my daughter, whose grief for the ‘loss of her
* son and-of her husband was still fresh and severe.

I returned on the 3d of November with. a' pain ‘on my
side, wlnch the ‘doctor ascribed to an obstruction-in -the
liver. * The complaint increased, and kept me in close con-
finement during the winter and spring. It reduieéd me to
. such a state of -debility, that I-have as yet.regained only
sufficient strength to ride two br three ‘miles at a time. I
am better, but not well, and it is uncertain whether I ever
shall be ; .such mementoes are useful, though 1mpleasant, a.nd
therefore L.ought to make the best of them. -

- Your remarks relative to plaster will induce me, if I hve,
to extend the application of it ‘to the various objects you:

mention. |, 1. directed it to be freely psed in the garden this

spring, and am- Pleased with the results. :The effect of
plaster on vegetation is tame a mystery ; if it acts only by
attracting water, why does the ground (as'somé say) grow
tired of it, and require a supply. of common manure to
renew the efficacy of it. Often:repeated experiments; and
long continued observation, naturally lead to important dise
coveries ; but the very limited duration of human life rarely

allows sufficient time for the talents and perseverance of =~

any individual to arrive at their “ne plus.” Here the ante-
diluvians had the advantage of us, and many of them doubt-
Jess made the most of it. Hence it may be presumed that
they carried many of the useful arts, as well as those which
belong to the departments of vice, to a higher degree of
perfection than they are at present. To me it dves not
appear improbable, that the celebmted works “of remote
YoL.L—R R
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-~
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antiquity, wére not a little indebted .to information. which
passed through the flood. Tt
‘Nationgl interest unites, with other consxderatlom. i
drawing our attention to agriculture. I think it has grea'.ly
impreved in our country since the revolution, and - there .is
reason to believe that the % resuscltatlon" you are attempt-
. ing 'would be generally useful I wish it may be effected,
but unless a number of gentlemen, well qualified -for the
purpdee, will feartily and, diligently anite with you, T fear
Your endeo.vonrs will not be so successful as they are com-
mendable, .© . -
- '¥ou are right in supposmg that we are much of' an :go.

In December next, I'shall have lived sixty-four years—a '

lonig course of years when'to comb—a dream when past.
But whether life is, or is not. compestd of-“such staff as -
dreams-are-made.of,” it is a valuable gift, and is capablé of
maity enjoyments, to 'be found by all.who rationally seek
énd iise.them. -Aniong the enjoyments whizh men derive
ffom each othier, thoss which ariss from such social inter-
. colirse as you allude to, certainly ure to be_placgd, in the
fiot class. * This class, however, like the first class of almost
evéry species .of good has ‘more )tems in theory than m
actual expetience. :
Ithmk with* you that.the Spamards deserve credit for
thc spirit. they have exhibited. There are fine points in
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egqual o the occasion; we may guess, but we -carnot
. prophecy. '

Perilous times have descended upon all Europe, and Bona-
parte seems to be the Nebuchadnezzar of the day. Divines
say, that in prophetic language -nations are called seas.
According to that language, Europe is a,tempestuous and
a raging ocean ;. and who can tell which of the gavernments
afloat.upon it will escape destruction-or disaster! , Some
dark clouds from that tempest have reached, and laiely
gbscured, our political sky ; nor has. it again become quite .
serepe and clear. ‘This country, as well-as others, will
experience deep distress; but I do not believe that you or

" Jwill live to seeit. From transitory and ordinary evils
‘'we cannat expect to be exempt: 'We may suffer from rash
experiments, from the pressure of fraternal embraces or
.resentments, . from the machinations of demagogues, and
gradually.from the corruption incident to the love of money,
&c.; but, for my own part, I do not apprebend any thing
like the speedy approach of an “ overturn.” You have had
& democratic tornada at Phﬂadelphla. It did but little
harm ; perhaps it did some good. I found it gave you
wmelhmg to do; and I found also, as I expected, that you
did"it-’ Too many in .your State, as in this, love pure
democracy dearly. They scem not to consider. that pure
democracy, like pure rum, easily produces intoxication, and
“with it a thousand mad pranks and fooleries. Ebriety,
whether moral or physical, is difficult to cure ; and the more
80, as such patients cannot easily be conviaced of the value
and the pecessity of temperance and, regimen. -
.1 observe that I'have written a long letter. Feeling a
little. fatigued, I must forego the - pleasure of adding much
to it Itis pleasant to think loud in safe company, and I
comeuma allow myself that indulgence in writing.

. 1 am, dear sir,

- Yours affectionately,
Jomx Jay.
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P.S. A frost in this month has injured the leaves of this
lpnng’l shoots of my peach trees. Beam';, cucumbers, &c.
havoih*d by it. - . o :

. Y FROM wn'.mnl vm.nmncn.
O . Emnm..sua.x.mm..lm.
My DBaR Stm, g

. “Though so ‘many’ years have passed since we saw- or
heurd from- each other, I hope I do not déceive inyself
when I-presume that we'continue to, retain each other ‘in
friendly remembrance, not without taking a real interest in
each other’s well being. Such, at least; I can truly declare,
~ are my own bentiments and feelings in relation to you;- and
embracing every opportunity of inquiring aftér- you, I
heard with sincere pleasure, the other day, from an Ameri-
can aéquaintance, that you wete living in health and com-
fort, though retired from public life.But why do I fay,
thoxgh retited, when I ¢an most sincerely aver, that with-a
view to health and comfort, and thdse of mind as well as
of body, no situation in life hes ever presested itself-t6 my
imagination under so hopeful a form.as that which my
favourite . poet. ‘describes as “domestic life’ in rural kum
passed.” I forget whether you.are -a lover of poetry ; if
you were. 80-whén you were young, 1 think that even in
advanced life the author of the above line, Cowper, will
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both houses of parliament, as well as of othet men of con-
sideration and worth, with the Duke: of Gloucester at our
head, for ‘the purpose of promoting civilisation, and im-
provement in Africa. Of “course,” all our.'hopes are
grounded and hottomed in thé"cessation of the slave-trade.
Now, from the opetation of the war, and' of other causes,
this traffic is stopped, with a very trifling exception, which
theugh trifling, we are trying,. and .that successfully,to do
away throughou( all that immense part of the continent of
Afyica which is north of the line, and,mdeed much forther ;
unless as it may be carried on by your countrymen and
our ewn, in direct violation of the laws.of both countries.
We trust: we shall be able, by sending ships.of wax te
.scour the coast of Africa, to suppress the British slave-
trade ; but this will be of little avail, if the traffic may still
be carried on-in ‘fact, though prohibited by law, by the,
American slavesrader; nor'do I see any prospect of pre-
venting this abuse, unless a convention could be made

between .the two countries, by- which the ships of war of o

- each should be authorized and even encouraged '(by the
hopes ‘of gaining by the forfeitures) to seize and bring in
for adjudication the.vessels of the other, when. prosecuting
this anlawful commerce. 1 ratber believe t:here is another
perticular in whick it still remains for your country to ren-
der-its law similar to ours, by subjecting to forfeiture any
ship of -any country; and under any flag, which is fitted out
in .and cleared out from an, American port._ Ndw, my
dear sir, may 1 hope for your assistance towards the pro- -
duction of the effects I have specified !-- Knowing to whorn,
I am writing,  will say no more on this head. g

I cannot address you without tracing my way-to the
period.-when we. were last together, through the long and
interesting interval which lies between that and the present
moment, . What events have since happeried!. What

" events may take place in the same number of years yet to

‘come ! . How many whom we loved have gone in the last
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thirteen years | How, many will go in the next! , How
strongly, my dear sir, -are- we admonished to place.-our
happiness on a firmer and more secure basis, than it can
" enjoy in this world, which never more than of late ‘verified
the character. given of it by one “of our greatest and best
churchmen, Hooker, that it<is full (made-up, I think, he
says) of perturbations. . How astonishing. is.it-to see mex
of . penetrating understindings, and of deep .and: large
vew-;conﬁmng their regards to this limited scene, appe-
~ réntly.insensible to the. existence of any thing- beyond. it !
~ But I heg pardon for’ thus runnjng on, and I stop before my
‘pen has got. the maateryofme I will. deu.myouno
longer than ‘while I exptess my hopes that you-are well
and: happy, and assure you that ] shall never cease to hb
an.interest in your welfare, -
- I remain, with respect and regard.

. . .My dear sir, - e

Your obhged and faithful narvant.
L RS T W.Wmlmlcl.

] \P S Ifyon favour me w;th'a reply, muy I tlh the

liberty of asking after your family ? . I married about twe
years after you left England, and Amsurrdunded, I thank
God, by an excellent wife and ehildren. ‘I trust I.do not
deceive myself in the persuasion that you will not be tn.
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] am well persuaded that your. sentxmenté relative to me
ate such as you describe ; and I asgure you that mm xelao
tive to'you correspond with them.

. 'The pdtrons-of the abolition act, and of the Aﬁ'icun Insti-
tuhon, Gertainly do honour, and w1ll probably do more than"
ordinary good to Great Britain ; .against whom complamts
bave ascended both from Asid and Africa. "It is pleasing
to behold a nation assiduously cultwanng the arts of peace .
and humamty in the midst of war, and while strenuowly -
fighting for their all; kindly extending the blessings of Chris~

-tianity and civilization to distant countries. . .
".. ‘That your and our governments should co-operate in
. rendermg their :espectwe laws dgainst . the- slave trade.
effoctual, is to mé very desirable, and I believe that a con-
vention for the purpose would be approved by all, who
think and feel as you and I do respecting. that base and -
cruel traffic. Whether the times are propmoua to such a
convention, is another question. Negotiations are said to
be peunding between our government and Mr. Jackson. I
“can discern no ob_,echon to his being instracted to propooe
such a measure. They who offer to do what is it and-gight
to- be done, cannot be losers by it. I can do but httlet-
that little shall be done.

,-Fbe. information you give me respecting- ypur fami]y,
and your friendly.inquiries concerning mine, gratxfy me
not & little. I rejoice:that while perturbatian reigns abroad,
you ‘enjoy in tranquillity at home 1he comforts mentxoned
in the 12&&1 Psalm. . - ) .

In my family theére have been, since the date of my last ‘
letter, some painful and some pleasing events. - Death has
depnved my eldest daughter of an' excellent. _husbarid, and
of  the only two “children which she had On the other.
hand, my son has gradua]ly recoveted his hedlth, and has
married an amiable young lady, who, about .a _year ago,
breyght him a son. My other c}uldrenare well,and domg
well.i 2
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" As to myself, ;wliness confined me to the housé last win-
v ter, and ] am atill - more of an tnvalid than a cogvalescent.
However difficult the task, such visitations should be re-
ceived and borne with. gratefnlg as well as pahent tuig-
* nation.
- The obeerVatlon you cite from Hooker is very m nnd
80 are your remarks on this turbulent and transitory scene.
To- sea things as they are,to estimate them aright, and to
act accordingly, i is . to. ‘be wwise. But you know,my dédr:
siz, that most men, in-order to become wise, have much %
“unlearn- as#well as to learn, much ‘to undo as well as to do.
. 'The Israelites had little comfort in Egyps, and yet they
:were not very anxious. to.go to the promised-land. Fig-
"uratively. speaking, we are all at this day in Egypt, and a
prince worse than Pharaoh -reigneth in it. .. Although the
firophet 4 like unto Moses” offers to deliver from bondage,
and invites ug to-prepare and be réady to- go-withhidy,
under Divisie guiddnce and protectian, to the promised land;
yet great is the number who prefer remdmag in llavery
and dying in Egypt. - .. -
. If thig letter should reach’ you, be 8o good astolet me
- know it, amd* name some person in Londpnwwhosewe
1 may transmit future ones for yow..+ ..
"With the best wishes for your health and happne-. and

with real esteem and regard, I am, dear sir,
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unlike 4ll others ; it would developthe great plan’of: Provi-
dence, for-causing this. extenstve part’of our world to be
discovered, and: tbese utterrnost.parts of the earth” to be
gradually filled with civilized and -Christidn people and
fations. The means or second ciuses by which this great
plan has long been and stil is accomplishing, are materials
for histery, of which the writer-ought well to know the use
and ‘bearings, and proper place’s In my opinion, the histo-.
riah, in the course of the work, is never to lose sxght of that
great plan.. - -

Remarkdble mterpomhons of Dlvme Providence are fine
subjects, but the exhibition cannot have a full effect, unless-
accompanied with a distinét view of the objects and state
of things to which they" relate; it is by discerning how
admirably they are accommodated "and fitted to answer
their; intended purposes, that the. reader is made- to-reﬂect
and feel properly. .

Few .among us have time and talent for such a wotk I
am pleased with the prospect of your undeitaking it; and I

* do believe, that with a due allowance of time, that is, of sev-
eral years, you would execute it well.

As io'aid from me, I arh far more willing tban able )
assist you. Ibecame sick last autupin, and have not had a
well day since. Although better, I am still feeble} and can
neither bear much exeroise, nor much*employment of any
kind +* even in readmg and in vmting, I ﬁnd it necessary to
be abstemious.

I regret the circumstances which depnved me of tbe
pleasure of" receiving a visit from you ; for no convereations
are more'agreeable to'me, than those with petsons whotn I
esteem, and in whicli’ the utile and the duke are blended.
Wlth t.he best wishes for your health dnd happmess,

I am, dear sir, + " . .
Yout affectionate and vbedient -seryant,
. . . JomtJAv
VOL. IL.—5 8 T A
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.' . L ]
To .nmon PETERS. . ‘s

‘ ) Bedford, 26th Folmury 1810.
. Drar Sug' . .

After lmgenng through the summer, I found my duarder
gradually returning in the autumn. Since the middle of
November I have been confined to the house ; but have as
yet suffered less this winter than-I did the last. At times,
howevér, I.seemed to be approaching that state, in which
% @ grasshopper is a hurden.” When I teok up my pen, it
was not because it was pleasant, but because it 'was neces-
sary. ‘The late fine weather has done me good. I have
walked on’ the -piazza, and breathed mild fresh air. I feel
leu relaxed, and think it probable ¢hat the spring will again
relieve me. _The “carpe diem” reminds me that I should
take this opportunity of writing to you,and to a'few ofhers

. whom I have apparently neglected. :

* From your letter I can perceive what your feehngs have
been and are. When afflictions make us wiser and better,
they apswer their purpose ; and they do so when they pro-
duce the acquiescence and -resignation you mention. - A
traveller has great reason for regret, when a faithful and
-affectionate -friend and companion leaves him on the road ;
but that -regret is softened by the expectation of meeting

again at the.end of the journev. . To you it will readil
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duperse and, dxsappear, or whether- they portend a storm,
is uncertain. The present tempestuous staté of the world,
"does not ‘encourage’ us te expect, a logg season of uninter-
rupted fair weather. If peage has been ant ig in our
power, it would be mortifying to be involved in war unne-
cessasily. There came forth with the French revolution-a
spirit of delusion, which, like ag influenza, passed over and
" infected all Europe. Even our distant country has not
entirely escaped. .Gredt is the number among us, of whom
it may be said, that, “ Seeing they haye not perceived, and
hearing they have not understood.” Delusions have their
errands, and are’ sent for.some purpose different froni that
of promoting unanimity and peace. But be these things
as they may, itis a oonsohng reflection thit He who rujes
. all, rules wxsely

I will now turn to a more pleasmg tbpxc On conversmg
with a gentleman ‘who visited me. last summer, about the
damage-said to be often done to pear-trees by hghtmng, he
observed: thgt the damage in question * proceeded, in his
opinion, more frequently from disease than from lightning.
That on seeing the upper branches of one of his pear-trees
to be. withering, he examined them oftcn, and found them
to be dying from the extremities downwards. After some
time he- took oﬂ' all those branches below the moruﬁcauon,
" cutting through sound healthy' wood. The tree soon begin
to'flourish. It put forth new and strong shoots, agd has -
smce been as thrifty as the others. ’

Sqmething a little like this happened last- year in my
garden. A frost took.my watermelons when they were |
about as large as a.marble. They turned.-black, and
dropped-off. The ends'of the vines began to die, and con-
tinved to do so for some days. I then had the vines cut
below the mortlﬁed part, and the whole well sprinkled with
plaster They recovered, gnd brought some, though not
much fruit to perfectndn
1 believe tha.t you- and I derive more real satxsfactmn
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from attending to our vines and fruit-trees, than nost cen-
Juerors do from puluvatmg their favourite laurels. .
At present I indulge the expectauon of being able to bid
a"cheerful welcome to the spring, and to participate a little
in the enjoyments of it, notwithstanding the wickedness or
folly which may abound in high places. That you may
share largely and for many yegrs in these and other enjoy~

ments, is sincerely the wish eof, . .
R Deax' su.’ . . .
_-¥our affectionate and obedlent servant, .

R Jouxn Jn.

FROM WILLIAM WILBERFPORCE. -
e 1T " Rensington-gore, near-London, %
.I’uly 18th, 1810.
M~ pmar Sz, -

.Calling to .mmd the fnendly spmt whxch ammates your
lefters to me, Tam not ashamed of being, de¢med imperti-
nently selfish, when I commence my reply to youtslast very
obliging communication of N ovember, 1809, by felling you
that about a year and three-quarters ago, I changed why
residence, and find myself in the habitation which my family
now ,occuples, and which we find more salubrious . than
Clapham Common. We are just one mile from the turn--
pike gate at Hy de Park corner, which I think you will not
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wife, who is always unwilling to be at a distance from me ;
and Frovidence has blest .us with six .children, the eldest
of whom is not qmte twelve, the youngpst under two years:

of age. My fumily are breathing pire air, and taking exer-
 cisequietly and without restraint, while I am in the harness.
at St Stephéns, or, to continue the metapher, in a very.
good stable just opposite Westminster Hall, where I com-
monly, or rathér chiefly take both’my food and rest during
the whale session, often bemg unable to tome over to Ken-
sington-gore from Monday morning to Saturday mnight;
' aJWays, however, within call, ahould domestic matters
require my presence.

I wis not aware that my egotism would be so tedious,
yet again let me confess that I am not afraid of subjecting
myself, with you, to any severity of censure; When I have
a regard for any one, I like to knowxhis habits of life, times,
plaees &c., and I recollect with pleasure, that you kindly
gave me an:account of your family matters, and-of your
present sjtuation and pursuits. Let me beg-you to be so
. obliging as to continueso to do, in any létter which you may

dome the favour to write; next, let me not forget to inform
you, that your friendly- packet of the 8th November last, of
which.I received duplicates first, brought me two copies of
your favour of I4th April, 1808, fer which, hoewever late,
accept my best thanks. - In'conformity w1th the kind wkish
you express, that I .should name to you- some person in
Londonto whom your ‘letters may be addressed, let-me -
name Robert Barclay, Esq. (the great brewer), or Samuel
Hoare, Esq., the banker, both of whérh I think you knew.

.1 wish I could recollect. with certainty, how naany of the
repqrtt of the African. Institution I sent you. .I'will, how-
ever, transmit 1o, you either to New-York or Philadelphia;
accordingly as on inquiry I shall judge best, 3]l the reparts

" but the first. Indeed on consideration, I will send them all,
as you may promote our common objeet, by gmng away '
my _copies you do not wlnb to retain. .
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- -Jam gnpvhd to tell you, that both your oountrymuumd
my own axe-sullcarrymgonﬁleabommabletmﬁie in hue
‘man flesh, in spite-qf the abolition laws of their rupeuwo
countries. I trust that 'a continuance of: the vigarous
nntbodswenreusmgtoaarryourlawmtoeﬂ'ecf. will: by
dogrees force our commercial men to employ.their subltance
ia pome more innocent commerce. It has given me no.
‘little pleasure, to find.all your several ministers (both Mr.
King, Mr. Monroe, dnd Mr. .Pinckney) warmly disposed,
to co-operats, so far as they properly could in their peculiar
situation ; andI am not without hopes of a practical, though
not a formal adoption of the only effectual expedient -for
suppressing the. slave trade, that of the armed vessels of
both our. countries taking the slave ships of the other as well
as thoss of its own. There mlght be objections, though I
own [ can seenone ‘of suﬂiclent importafice to outweigh
the cbmwrvmlmg benefits t6 a regular compact between
our two countries for the above purpose; but it will answer
the. same end, provided we respectively abstaid from’claim-
ing any of our vessels which may have been captuted wher
engaged in the slave trade. I have received, within a few
weeks, the opinion of your attorney-general in its practical
mency in fav’our of the syste;n Iam w:shmg to see estab-
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about, or to name at all, the very topic on which, during the
state of suspense, we were continually asking for or giving
intelligence with such feverish solicitude. Really, the idea
of a war betweon our two countrics is perfectly horrible ;
and I.am really happy to say, that I think in this country
this ‘most just sentiment gams ground. Like all proposi- -
tions which are founded in truth and reason, it gradually.
sinks into the mipds of men, and though perhaps slowly and
insensibly, by degrees it leavens nearly the whole mass. ' It
will tend to produce this friendly dispésition on your side of
the water, if more of your countrymen would come 6ver and
live awhile among us. “We are an idle people; we -are a
busy people, and may pot have leisure or disposition to pay
all the personal atterrtionts which politeness might prescribe;
but I am persuaded that any gentleman of character and
moderation who should visit this country, would meet with
such'a friendly reception as would show him that the cir-
cumstance of .our being the descendants of common pro-
genitors is nat forgotten; or rather, that'it is revxvmg and
diffuging itself with increasing force.

Before 1 conclude, let me express’ the satisfaction it gave
me to find that youn were safely laid up, if I may 80 express
it, in a comfortable and tranquil harbour, after having figur-
-atively as well as literally been so long, or at ledst %0 ‘often;
tossed on the s'tormy' sea of public life. May I confess to
You, at very near 51 only in years, but with only a weakly
constitution and after having been in parhament very near
thirty years, that I begin to lodk forward to the same seces-
sion from public life ; meaning, hogever, to form. no’ positive
determinatioh for the future, but fo Yollow the leadings of
Providence, and do on.the day the duties of the dqy

In three or four years, my four boys, the eldest esper
cially, will be attaining that period of life when a father’s
eye and tongue may bé most useful and necessary to their
future well-doing; and really the business of parliament
bas increased so much of late years, as to render it next -
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to impossible for any:man who cannot hve for six or seven
months in every year with a very small propomdn of food
or sleep, especially the latter, to attend at all, as he would
otherwise be. glad.to do, to domestic or social clainis.
Then let me add,—and if you will take it as intended in
the way of a hint to yourself, excuse only my freedom
ih giving it, and you will not greatly mistake my meaning:
any inan who has acted his part at all creditsbly on the
stage of public life, may render very great service to man-
kind, especially to his own countrymen, with'whose opin-
‘fons, prejudices, and errors he is well acquainted, by his
. pen; for instance, by bearing testimony to the truth of the
position which, however trite, it is still useful now and then
to repeat and enforce, that honesty is the best policy, &c.
I happen to have just now many claims of an epistolary
nature, which have been too long neglected, owing to my
baving left them, as'in_your case, to be attended to when
the recess of parliament should afford wme a little more
‘leisure. Much writing also affects my breathing. I must
therefore conclude. But before I lay down my pen, let me,
recollecting your kindly opening your mind to me on one
important. decasion, in, I think," 1795 (or 1796), beg that
when you next write to#ne, you would favour me by telling
me how you ‘would .vote, &e., if vou ‘were in our House of
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but perhaps less acute and long-sighted, into a concurrence
in their measures. 2dly, if the measure should be adopted at
all, it is desirable that it should be so at a time when, as is
really the case now, notwithstanding the confident assur-
ances of such men as Cobbett and his adherents, the country
feels coolly on the subject, and is therefore not likely to
push its representatives to go dangerous lengths ; for I think
you. will agree with me, that it is a species of reform, all
things considered, concerning which, in this country and at
this time, it is better of the two not to go quite far enough,
than to go too far.

Farewell, my dear sir, and believe me, with cordial
esteem and regard,

Your faithful servant,
W. Woszrronce.

P.8S. As.I shall be sending you a parcel, and I do not
recollect that 1 ever begged your acceptance of a religious
publication, which I first sent into the world the year I mar-
ried (and what I say of wedded life, I thank heaven I should
not now alter), let me now transmit it as a testimony of my
esteem and regard. It was, in truth, principally intended
for the use of my friends, and therefore I may send it to you
with great propriety. I will also accompany it with an-
other on the slave trade. May these books preserve in
your family the memorial of our friendly connexion, and if
you will. not call me impertinent, I will request from you
some similar memorial.

TO WILLIAM WILBERFORCE.
Bedford, 35th October, 1810,
Dear Sir, .

On the 13th instant I received and read with great plea-
sure your interesting and friendly letter of the 18th July
last. There are several topics in it on which I should like
to corverse with you: they shall be noticed in some future

VOL. IL—T T
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Jetters. As I cannot write or read much at a time without

fatigue, I shall confine myself at present to the one on which
you express a wish to know my sentiments.

A satisfactory answer to the question of “nnon, can
only result from a judicious selection and combination of
the reasons and circumstances which bear relation to it.
Of many of these my information is so imperfect, as that
it would be rash to form a decided judgment. .I have not
sufficient data whereon to calculate, whether so much good
may reasonably be expected from such a measure, as would
justify the risk of inconveniences, to which every unptxhnt
innovation is'more or less liable.

. The principles of the English constitution qlpear to
require that the whole number of representatives should

. be fairly apportioned among the whole number of electors.

But I have observed nothing in it which even implies what
is called “universal suffrage.” It is not a new remark,
that they who own the country are the most fit.persons to
participate in the government of it. This remark, with
certain restrictions and exceptions, has force in it; and
applies both to the elected and the electors, though with most
force to the former. -

I do not know what the proposed plan of refonn precisely
is. If it be only to apportion the representatives among
the counties, or other convenient election districts, whether

TR
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danger of its depreciating too much. Without a portion
of it there can be no free government. What that portion
should be in England, is a question to which your constitu-
tion affords, in my opinion, the best answer. To preserve
balances in times like these, is difficult ; mere palliative pro
hac vice expedients seldom produce durable good. They
so frequently violate sound established principles, as rarely
to prevent more trouble than they cause. The fluctuation
of human affairs occasionally imposes changes on nations
as well as on individuals, to which they find it necessary
and prudent to accommodate, by corresponding or by coun-
tervailing changes. These, if made considerately and in
season, generally conduce to security and order. Whether,
during the rage and range of democracy, your aristocracy
received greater accessions of strength than the public
safety and sound policy required, I do not know. 'There
seems, however, to be reason to apprehend, that when
things return to a calm and settled course, the commons
will feel the influence of the lords out of doors, and conse-
quently within doors, in a greater degree than the constitu-
tion allows. If so, that consideration becomes an argument
in favour of the proposed “ reform.”

I will add an observation which strikes me as having
weight. Some of the boroughs appear to have degenerated
into a mere mean, by which opulent political leaders supply
themselves with able and active partisans and advocates.
These, although received in parliament as members, are in
fact and truth the representatives of their employers, and
not of the nation. It must be admitted that these employ-
-ers have often taken into their service men of great talents,
and in many instances, of great worth. Wise and good
borough-holders, like wise and good kings, doubtless wish
and endeavour to make the best appointments; but ought
either borough-holders or kings to appoint representatlves
for the nation ?
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on me, and not procure a single correspondent to satisfy
my agricultural curiosity. When it is finished I will send
it to you. I sincerely wish you may pass a better winter
. than you seem to express a hope of experiencing, amd am,
Most affectionately, yours,
Ricrarp Prrans.

P.S. Turn Pandora’s box bottom upwards, and get hope
out first. Dr. Logan called on me with a new-invented mi-
crometer, to measure the filaments of wool, whereof he was
the bearer for our society. The filament sent with the
instrument was y;'#; parts of an inch in fineness, and no
doubt selected. My Tunis wool is considerably finer. He
says they find in England that they have over-manufac-
tured, and the rage is turning to agriculture. There is no
ballion, and paper has depreciated. He saw store cattle
that would not sell here for more than $15, sell at fairs for
£15 sterling in paper. A milch cow and calf, worth here
825, sold for £20 sterling. A universal wish to be in
friendship with us was expressed by all people of all grades
_ insociety. Lord Wellesley told him that he had in his office
“ .4 proofs of an offer from Bonaparte, to divide this country -
« %" . with England. He gives me many entertaining pieces of
' information which my paper obliges me to omit.
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reap. A substitute, therefore, is desirable ; and if speltz, like
rye, escapes the ravages of that insect, it might be a good
one. 1 did not recollect that it required a particular process
for cleaning. As we have no mill here adapted to that
purpose, it would be useless to introduce it.

From your description of the rye sent to you from
France, it appears far to exceed the kind we have. I wish
that instead of dividing it, you had sowed the whole in your
own ground, and distributed parcels of the increase. It is
said that the quality of rye depends greatly on that of the
soil. The prevailing opinion here is, that the rye of this
country is all of one and the same species, and yet in some
parts the ryg bread is excellent, and in others black and
strong. The weight and quality of the rye you mention
lead me to suspect that it is of another species, or a distinct
variety. I doubt there being danger of its depreciating,
unless sown too near our own, or, in particular cases of
neglect. I know but of one kind of grain which, notwith-
standing good management, depreciates here; and that
is oats.

1 am glad your second volume will soon be published. .
I expect to read it with pleasure, especially as there has
been a hand in it which can make a “ goose-quill” diffuse -
the “ utile” and the “ dulce” through many a page. I sup-
pose a number will be printed for sale; if so, be 8o good
as to desire the bookseller to send for me six sets. Imean
to place a set in our town library, and to distribute others
among certain persons in the neighbourhood, who, in my
opinion, would make a proper use of them.

Among the accounts you received from Doctor Logan,
there are some which I did not expect, particularly those
which respect the relative state of the manufactures and
agriculture of England. In the present violent fluctuation
of European affairs, it does not appear to me extraordinary
that bullion should occasionally be scarce, and paper depre-
ciate even in England. I suspect it to be merely occasional
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ient, for I have heard of no adequate cause which
produce and continue to produce such effects. That
ndtion, I am persuaded, wish to be and remain on frieadly
serms with us. I have some reason to believe that the idea
of “dividing” is not a new one. If the micrometer is prac-
tically accurate, the inventor has done more than 1'should
have expected.

Civil diseord, it seems, is assigning to Spanish Amevica
a part in the prodigious tragedy now exhibiting on the the-

- aftze of the world. We have seen and heard of strange

things, and unless you should take your “French leave”
before the curtain drops, you will doubtless see and hear of
many more. I expect.to take my leave more deliberately,

- but probably more early. Be that as it may, it is a com-

fortable reflection, that when we do, hope will be the only

apticle in Pandora’s box that we shall take with us. Al

though a littls more indisposed than I lately was, I am still
much less unwell than I was at thi time last year ; so that
at present thers is some prospect of my living to see further

- proofs of the perfectibility of human nature by modern

philosophers, and of the increased illumination of this tge ’
of reason. '
Adieu, my dear sir.

Yours, sinicerely,

Joun Jav.
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tain gentleman :had a]soacopy of it"in the same hand.
writing. .,

This intelligence is un'pleanm. and unexpected Had
the address been. one of those eficial papers which, in the
course of.affairs, the secretary of the proper department
might have prepared, and thé president .have signed, these
facts woyld have been ummportant but it was a personal .
act—of choice, not of efficial duty—and it was so con-
neeted vnh other" obvious- considerations, as that he only
could with propriety write- it. In my opinion,, President
Washington must have been sensible of this propriety, and
therefore strong evidencé would be necessary to make me
believe that he violatedit. "Whether he did or did not, is a
‘question which naturally directs our attention to. whatever
affords presumptive evidence respecting it; and leads the
-mind into a long train of correspondent reflections. I will
give you a-summary of -those which have occurred to me ;
notbecanqqlﬁnnk them necessary to settle the point in
question, for the sequel will show that they are not, but
because.the occasion invites me to take the pleasure of re-
viewing and beanng testlmony to the merits of our departed :
friend.

Isittol be preaumed frotn these. facts, that General Ham-
ilton was the real, and the president only the reputed author
of that addreé? , Although they countenance such a pre--
sumption, yet I thmk its fouridation will be found too sliglit
and shaliow to resist that strong and full.stream of. counter
endenee, which flows from the tonduct ard chargcter of
that great man. A character not blown up into transient’
splendour by-the breath of adulatioh, but, being composed
of his great and memorable deeds, stands, ard will for ever
stand, a glorious monument of human excellence. .
- . Bo prone, however, is ¢  poor human nature" to dislike
. and depreciate; the * Supenonty of contemporanes, that
- when these facts corfie to be generally known (and gener-

ally known they -will be) many, thh affected regret and
VOL. I.—VU -
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hnwuomwau infer a.nd hmt, that- Washlngtonhd Joss
greatness ‘of talent; a.nd less greatness of mind, than his
friends and admirers ascribed to him.. Norwxll the’ sumber
of those be few; who, from personal or payty inducements,
-will artfully encourage "and dxhgently endeaVour to g:ve -
currency to sych jmputations... .

--On the other hand, there are men of candonr and ]Mgment
(a.nd time will increase, their. rumber) who, aiming only at
4ruth, will:cheerfully-trace and Tollow its footsteps, and on
~ finding, gladly embrace it. - Urged by tHis-laudable mo-
tive, they will attentively examiné the history of his life;
and in it they will meet with sueh numerous proofs of his
knowledge and experience qf men and things in general,
and of our national affairs in- particular, as to-gilence all
<doubts.of "his ability to conceive and ‘express every.idea in
that addness.. A careful perusal of that history-will‘con-
vince them, that the -principles of policy which it recom-
mends gs rules far the conduct of otherl, are pmxselynhose
by which he regulated his own. -

‘There haye-been in the world but two system or ochoqls
‘of poli¢y; the.one founded on the great. principles & wis-
dom.and rectitude, the other on.cunming and its Yarious
artifices. -, To the' first of thése - belonged, Washington and
all the ‘other. worthies of every countfy, who ascépded to
the temple of honour through the temple of virtue. ~The
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. relate to? the answer is this, They relafe-to the nature and
duties of man—to his propensities-and passions~his wir-

tues and vices—his' kiabits and prejudiceshis real- and
relative warts and en_]oymems—-hrs capacities for social
and national happiness—and the means by which,. accerd-
ing’ to time, place, and other enstmg circamstances, it 18,
in-a greater or less degree, to be'procured, preserved, or

‘increased: From & profound investigadtion . of these sub-

jects,. enhghtened by expetience, result all- that knowledge .
amd those maxims'and predepts of sound policy, ‘which-

" enable legislators and rulers to manage and govern -pubhc
. affairs wisely and justly.

By what other means than the practiesl use of this knaw
ledge,could Washington havebeen able to lead dnd govern’
an army, hastily collected from various parts, and who -

‘brought with thém to the field all’ the license and all the

habits which they had ‘indulged at home? --Could hey by
the force. of orders and proclamations, have constrained
them to render him that obedience, confidence, and warm
attachment ‘which he soon acquired, and which, throughout
all vxcmtudes !md distresses, - -continued constant and- un-
diminished to' the Jast? By what other means could he
have been able to frustrate the, dosxgns of dark eabals, and'
the unceasing mtngues of knvious competitors, and the arts

‘of the .opposing enemy’f . By what othet meags‘could he *

have: been able, in so masterlya manner, to meét and man-

- age all'those perplexing embarrassments which- the revo-

lutionary -substitution- of & ‘new government-—vwahich the

want of . that power in Congress-wluch they had 'not, and

«of thlt' promptitude which 1o defiberative body can have—.
which the frequent 'déstitution,-and -constant uncertsinty of
essential ~supphes—vh1ch the inceinpetency of individuals, -
on whom tnuch ‘depended, the perfidy of' qthers, ard" the
mzsmanagement of many, cotld pot fail to- cngender.
We know, and history will inferm posterity, that from the
first of his miliary career, he had to meet. and encounter,and.

\
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of those be few; who; from personal or payty inducemeats,
-will artfully encourage "and dxhgently endeaVour to give
cunency to sych unputatxons. Co

--On the other hand, there are men of candonr and JMgment
-(a.m'l time will increase their rumber) who, aiming only at
ruth, will-cheerfully trace and follow its footsteps, and on
- finding, gladly embrace it. - Urged by tHis-laudable mo-
tive, they will attentively examiri¢the history of his life;
aud in it they will meet with sueh numerous proofs of his
knowledge and experience of men and things in general,
~ and of our national affairs in- particular, s to.silence all
~ doubts.of 'his ability to conceive and ‘express every.idea in
“that addpess.. A careful perusal of that hmory will ‘con-
wince them, that the -principles of policy which it recom-
mends gs. rules far the conduct of otherl, are precmelynhose
by which he regulated his own. -

There haye been in the ‘world but two sysﬁem or achools
‘of policy; the.one founded on the great.principles & wis-
dom ,and rectitude, the other on .cunming and its Yarious
artifices. -, To the first of thése . belonged, Washington and
-all the ‘other. worthies of every countfy, who ascepded to

the temple of honour through the temple of virtue. The
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relate to? the answer is this, They relafe to the nature and

duties of man—to his propensities-and passions~his wir-

tues and vices—his' hiabits and prejudices-—his real- and
relative waiits and en_]oymema-hrs .capacities for social
and national happiness—and the means by which,. accord-
ing to time, place, and other enstmg circamstances, it is,
in-a greater or less degree, to be'procured, preserved, or

‘increased: From & profound investigdtion of these sub-

jects, enlightened by expetience, result all- that knowledge _
and those maxims'gnd preéepts of sound policy, ‘which:

" enable legislators and rulers to manage and govern pubhc
. affairs wisely and justly. . :

By what other mesns than the practieal use of 'thm knaw
ledge,could Washington havebeen able to lead dnd govern’
an army, hastily collected from various parts, and who

'brought with thém to the figld all’ the license and all the

habits «which they had indulged at home? --Could hey by
the force. of orders and proclamations, have constrained
them to render him that obedience, confidence, and warm ~
attachment ‘which he soon acquired, and which, throughout
all vacmtudes and distresses, -continued constant and. un-
diminished to' the last? By what other means could he
have been able to frustrate the, designs of dark eabals, and:
the unceasing intrigues of kavious competitors, and the arts

‘of the .opposing enemy’l ., By what othet meags‘could he *

have been able, in so masterly a manner, to meét and man-
age gl those perplexing embarrassments which- the revo-
lutionary - substitution of a, ‘new government-—which the

want of . that power in Congress- whick they had not, and

«of thet promptitude which no ' defiberative body can have—
which the frequent 'déstitution,-and constant uncertainty of
essential -supplies——which the inceinpetency of ipdividuals, °
on whom tuch ‘depended, the perfidy of qthers, arrd " the
mmnanagement of many, cotld pot fail to- cngender.
We know, and history wﬂl inferm posterity, that from the
first of his mxln&ry career, he had to meet and encounter, and
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muomwxﬂ infer and hmt, that- Washmgtonhd loss
greatness of talent; and less greatness of mind, than his
‘l'nendaa.ndadmxrers ascribed to him. . Norwill thenumher
of those be few; who; from personal or payty inducements,
will artfully encourage "and dxllgently endeaVour to give
currency to sych unputauons. e

--On the other hand, there are men ofcandonrandjl\dgment
(aml time will increase, their mumber) who, aiming only at
sruth, will:cheerfully trace and fellow its footsteps, and on
~ finding, gh.dly embrace it. - Urged by tHis laudable ‘mo-
tive, they will attentively examirié, the history of his lLife;
azd in it they will meet with sueh numerous proofs of his
knowledge and experience of men and things in general,
andofournauonalaﬂ’mrsmparncular a8 to.gilence all
doubts.of 'his ability to conceive and ‘express every.idea in
“that addpess.. A careful perusal of that history-will‘con-
wvince them, that the -principles of policy which it recom-
mmends as rules far the conduct of others,. are precxselylthose
by which he regulated his own. -

‘There haye-been in the world but two aystem's or lchools
" of poligy ; the.one founded on the great“pnnclples & wis-
dom .and rectitude, the other on.cunnming and its Yacious
artifices. -, To the first of thése . belonged, Washihgton and
all the ‘other. worthies of every countfy, who asoépded o

the temple of honour through the temple of virtue. " The
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relate to? the answer is this, They relafe-to the nature and

duties of man—to his propensities-and passions~his wir-

tues and vices—his' liabits and prejudices-—his real- and
relative wants and en_]oymems--hrs capacities for social
.and natiorial happiness—and the means by which,. accord-
ing_ to time, place, and other enstmg circumstances, it is,
in-a greater or less degree, to be'procured, preserved; or
"increased. From & profound investigdtion of these sub-

jects, enlightened by expetience, result all- that knowledge'.

and those maxims'gnd predepts of sound pokicy, -which:
" engble legislators and rulers to manage and govern pubhc
. affairs wisely and justly.

By what other mesns than the practieal use of -thu know- -
ledge,could Washington havebeen able to lead dnd govern'
an army, hasu}y collected from various parts, and who
brought with thém to the field all’ the license and all the
habits -whxch .they had induiged at home? --Could hes by
the force. of orders and proclamations, have constrained
them to render him that obedience, confidence, and warm ~
attachment which he soon acquired, and which, throughout
all vmcxmtudes and distresses,-continued constant and. un-
diminished to' the last? By what other means could he
have been able to frustrate the, desxgns of dark eabals, and'
the unceasing: mtngues of kavious competitors, and the arts
‘of the .opposing enemy’? .By what othet meags ‘could he -
have. been able,in so masterly a manner, to meét and man-
- age all'those perplexing embarmsmentn which- the revo-
lutionary . substitution- of a, ‘new government-—which the

want of that power in Congress- which they had not, and

«of that’ promptitude which o defiberative biody can have—
which the frequent 'déstitution,and constant uncertainty of
essential - suprphes—vhlch the inceinpetency of ipdividuals, -
on whom :tonch ‘depended, the perfidy’ of- gthers, ard"the
xmsmanagement of many, cotld pot fail to- engender.
We know, and higtory will inferm posterity, that from the
first of his xmh:&ry career, he had to meet. and encounter, and
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hentauon,wxli infer a.nd hmt, that- Washmgton had. Jess
greatness ‘of talent; and less greatness of mind, than his
friendg and admirers ascribed to him.. Nor-will the gumber
of those be few; ‘who, from personal or pa;-ty inducements,
-will artfully encourage ‘and dlhgently endeaVour to gNe
currency to aych unputahons. to

:+On the othex hand, there are men of candonr and ]Mgmont
(and time will increase, their number) who, aiming only at
truth, will:cheerfully trace and follow its footsteps, and oa
- finding, gh.dly embrace it. - Urged by tHis-laudable mo-
tive, they will attentively examiré, the history of his life;
and in it they will meet with such numerous proofs of his
knowledge and experience of men and things in general,
and of our national affairs’in- particular, a5 to.gilence all
<doubts.of 'his ability to conceive and express every.idea in
“that addpess.. A careful perusal of that history-will ‘con-
vince them, that the -principles of policy which it recom-
mends as rules far the conduct of others, are precuelynhoee
by which he regulated his own. -

There haye-been in the world but two systeml or -chools
‘of policy ; the.one founded on the great. principles & wis-
dom and regctitude, the other on.cunming and its Yarious
artifices. -. To the' first of thése . belongeds Washihgton and
all the ‘other.worthies of every countfy, who ascepded to
the temple of honour through the temple ‘of virtue. The
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relate to? the answer is this, They relate-to the nature and

duties of man—to his propensities-and passions~his wir-

tues and vices—his' Liabits and prejudices-his real- and
relative wanits and enjoyments—his- capacities for social
.and nationial happiness—and the means by which,. accerd-
ing’ to time, place, and other enstmg circamstances, it is,
in-a greater or less degree, to be'procured, preserved, or
‘increased: From & profound investigation of these sub-
jects, enhghtened by expetience, result all- that knowledge .
amd those maxims'and preéepts of sound policy, -which
" enpble legislators and rulers to manage and govern vpubhc
. affairs wisely and justly. . °
By what other means than the practieal use of 'thrs know-
ledge,could Washington havebeen able to lead dnd govern'
an’army, hasuly collected from various parts, and who
brought with thém to the field all’ the license and all the
habits -w}nch .they had indulged at home? -Could hey by
the force. of orders and proclamations, have constrained
them to render him that obedience, confidence, and warm °
attachment which he soon acquired, and which, throughout
all vacmtudes and distresses, - continued constant and. un-
diminished to’ the last? By what other means could he
have been able to frustrate the, domgns of dark eabals, and-
the unceasing intrigues of kavious. competitors, and the arts
‘of the .opposing enemy’l ,By what othet meags‘could he °
have been able,in so rnasterly a manner, to meét and man-
age gl those perplexing embarrassments which- the revo-
lutionary - substitution- of a, oW government-—which the

want of that power in Congress- which they had not, and

«of thait’ promptitude which o deliberative body can have—
which ‘the frequent desututmn,eand “constant uncertainty of
essential ~supphes-—whlch the incoipetency of ipdividuals, °
on whom 1nuch depended the perfidy’ of gthers, ard’ the
mmnanngement of many, cotld pot fail to ~¢ngender.
We know, and history w1ll inferm posterity, that from the
first of his mxln&ry career, he had to meet and encounter,and,
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'muomwm infer a.nd hmt, that- Waslungton had- Jess
greatness ‘of talent; a.nd less greatness of mind,.than his
'ﬁjendgandadmu'ersascnbed to him. . Norwxll the number
of those be few; who; from persone or payty inducements,
-will artfully encourage ‘and dxhgently endeaVOur to give -
currency to sych ;rn_putatlons.‘ v
--On the other hand, there are men of candonr and ]l\dgment
(and time will increase, their. rumber) who, aiming only at
4ruth, will:cheerfully tsace and follow its footsteps, and on
~ finding, ghdly embrace it. - Urgad by tHis-laudable ‘mo-
Aive, they will attentively examiné the history of his life;
and in it they will meet with sueh numerous proofs of his
knowledge and experience of men and things in general,
and of our national affairs’in- particular, as togilence all
doubts.of "his ability to conceive and ‘express every.idea in
“that addpess.. A careful perusal of that hmtory'm!l con-
wince them, that the principles -of policy which it recom-
mends as. rules for the conduct of otherl, are pmmelynhoae
by which he regulated his own. -

_ There haye been in the'world but two system or -chools
" of policy; the.one founded on the great.principles o wis-
~ dom . and regtitude, the other on.cunming and its Yarious

artifices. «. To the' first of thése, belonged. Washington and

all the ‘other. worthies of every countfy, who asoepded o
the temple of honour through: the temple of virtue. The
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relate to? the answer is this, They relafe-to the nature and
duties of man—to his propensities-and passions~-his wir-
tues and vices—his' hiabits and prejudices+his real and
relative warits and en_]oymems--hrs capacities for social
.and national happiness—and the means by which,. a.ccord-
ing’ to time, place, and. other emstmg circamstances, it is,
in-a greater or less degree, to be'procured, preserved, or
‘increased: From & profound investigation . of these sub-
jects, enhghtened by expetience, result all- that knowledge
amd those maxims'and preéepts of sound policy, -which'
" engble legislators and rulers to manage and govern public

. affairs wisely and justly.

By what other means than the practieal use of -thm know-
ledge,could Washington havebeen able to lead dnd govern'
an army, hastily collected from various parts, and who
brought with thém to the figld all’ the license and all the
habits -whxch .they had indulged at home? --Could hes by
the force.of orders and proclamations, have constrained
them to render him that obedience, confidence, and warm °
attachment which he soon acquired, and which, throughout
all vacmsxtudes and distresses, -continued constant and. un-
diminished to' the last? By what other means could he
have been able“to frustrate the, desxgm; of dark ‘eabals, and'
the unceasing’ mtngues of bavious competitors, and the arts
‘of the ,opposing enemy’? . By what othet meags ‘could he -
have been able, in so masterlya manner, to meét and man-
age all'those perplexing embarrassments which- the revo-
lutionary -substitution- of a:new govetnment-—which the
want of that power in Congress- which they had not, and =
«of that promptitude which o defiberative body can have— |
which the frequent désntuuon,eand <constant uncertainty of
essential -supplies——which the incempetency of individuals, °
on whommnch 'depended, the perfidy of qthers, ard " the
mumanagement of many, cotld pot fail to. cngender.
We know, and higtory will inferm posterity, that from the
ﬁnt of his mlh.tary career, he had to meet and encounter,and,
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surmount a rapid siiccession of formidable difficulties, even
down' to the’ time when his country-was- enabled, by the
succesy of their arms; to.obtain.the lionourable peace which
termmated the war.. : His high and appointed course being
then finished, he disdained the intimations of lawléss’ ambi-
tion to prolong it.. He/disbanded the. army under circum~
stances which required no common degree of policy -or vir-
tne,r and with ‘universal admiration and plaudits, deneended
' Joyfully and serenely into-the dhades of retiremeént. : They
‘who ascribe all this to thé guidance and protection of Provi-
dencs, do well; but let them recollect, that Provxdence
seldom mterposos in human aﬂ'mrs, but through the agency
K of human méeans.

. Whep, dt &' subsequent and a.larmmg pendd, the- nation
ﬁ)und that their -affairs+had ‘gone into :confusion, and that
~ clouds, portending ‘danger and distress, wére-ising over
thein from every quarter, they instituted under his auspices
a.more efficient goverament ; -and unammousiy eommitted:
the' administration of it to Lim. Would they: have doxe
tlus, mthout the ' highest conﬁdence in his- political - talefits
and -wisdom?. Certainly not. :No novicé in ndvigation
. ‘'was ever unafimously called upon.to-take’ the helm or
command of a ship on the- point of - running., aground
among the breakers; -This- universsl .coifidence would

have proved a universal mistake, had it not:been”justified
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Our records, and histories, and mqmoirs-tendér it-anneces-
sary. - It js sufficient to say, and it can bae said. with_truth,.
that his administration raised .the nation out of tonfusion
into’ order; . out of degradstxon and distress into repu-
tation and prospen»ty It Tound -us mthenng—‘—xt left .us
ﬁouﬂdn.ng - -

- Is it to be beheved, that .a.ﬁer havxng thus led the- natxon
out of-a bewildered state, and guided them for many years
from one degree of prosperity to ariother; lie wag nat quali-
“fied, on retiring, to advise them how to-proceed and go on?
And what but’ this is the.object and the burden, of: his vale- .
dictory address?. He was p’emaded that, as the-national
welfare had been recovered and establishied, so it could only
be preserved and prolbnged by a continued and- steady ad-
herence. to thyse pnncxples of sound. policy, and - -impartial
justice, which. had invariably. directed his admiristration.
Although - thekrowledge of them-had been spread’and scat-
teted among the pqople,here A litde, and there a little, yet, -
bemgdenrous to mark even the last day of his public life by
".womé-act ‘of public utility, he addressed and presented them’

, to his fellow-citizens, in points of light so ‘clear and'strong, :
as' to make deep. impression on the public mind.  These
- last parental admonitions of this-father of his country were
gratefully received, and umversally admired. ~ But the ex-
perience of. ages informs us, that jt is less difficult to give
- good advice, than to.prevail on,men to follow jt. )

- Such and.so.obvious is the force. of the preceding. con-

. sidérations, as to’ render-dotibts of- the president’s siflity to

glveﬂm-adee contained in the address too absurd to have
many setipus ‘advocates. . But it would not surprise. me, if
crtain clansical genﬂeme.n, associating ‘the facts you men-
tion. with the style and fashion of the'address, should inti
‘mate, that his abxlxty to ‘eompose it :ubatantmlly in his
-nind, does.not prove that he was also capable of .commu-
‘nicating his edyic¢ in._a paper so well-written. -

.4
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Let-those gentlemen .recollect the classical ma.nnr -which
they lea.rnod at school : T

L« Sctibendi .tecu. 'lqper:e ost et pnncxpxum et ﬁml."

)

They may also be- referred to another clasalca.l maxnn,
which teaches us,-that they who well Understand them sub-
) ]ect, wﬂl be at- ho loss for words Do

: “Vexbnque povunmrem non-irtvita leqnqnt.n: "

‘Baut- tus ablhty to wnte weB need ‘not be prOVed by the
application of mexiins; it is'established by facts. . We are
told to judge,of a tree by its fruits let us, in hke Amaner,
~ judge of his pen by its.peérformances.- 2 )

, Few. men, who had sq: httle leisute, hdve written' so
much. His .public letters alune gre"volurgirious ; and pub-
lic opinian‘has done justice to their merits ; many of them
have been published, and théy who read. them: wﬂl be con-
viticed, that at the ‘period: of the address, he had . not to -
leurn ‘how"' to write well.  But it may be resmarkell, that
the address’is higher finished"than the letters; and so it
ought to-be.. That addyess was to be .presented to. the
whole nation, and on tio comman occasioh: it was interided
for the present and future’ génetations ;- it was to'be read

4
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~ -own judgment, yet no man was ‘mare’ solicitous -to obtain
and collect' light on every question. .and rheasure on whxch
he had to decide. . He. knew that.guthors, like parents,
‘Dot among the first .to disctver imperfections in° their
oﬁ‘spnng; and that. consndmhon would natura.lly induce
him to imitate the example ‘of t.hose ancient ‘and medern
- writers (among whom' were statesmen, ‘geperals, and even
men ¢f consular and royal dignity) v ‘who submitted their
compositions to -the judgment of.their friends, before, they
put the last hand. tb_ them. Those friends would mafie
notes of whatever defects they observed in, the’ draught,,
and of the eorrespondent amendments which they deemed
-propers If they found that the arrafigerent could be im-
proved, they . would advise. certain transpositions ; if the
. conmexion‘ between .any of the relative parts was obscure, -
they, would .make it more- apparent{ if a canclusion had
better be left to .implication*than expressed, they would
atrike it out,and o vice versaj if an additiongl remark
.or allasion would ‘give force or light to a-sentiment or
. proposition, they would propose jt; where a'sentence was
tdo long, they would- divide it; they would correct redun-
-dances; change words less apt, for werds. more apt,.&c.,
&¢., &ec. * To coitect a” composition in this way,'is to do
a friendly offiee ; but to.preparc a new one, and offer it to '
the author as a substitute for hxs‘ own, would. deserye a dif-
ferent, appellation, . -
" Among those to whose ]udgment and candour Presxdent
Washington would commit such-an interesting and delicdte
“task, where ig the .man to ‘be found, who would haye had
the. hardihood:to gay: te him in subgtance, thotgh in terms
ever so-nice and courtly»—8ir, I have-examined and con-
-sidered your draught of an- address: it'will ‘not do; it is
really good for nothmg, But, arr,‘.[ bave taken the trouble
.to write a proper one for.you; and'I now make you-a .
. present of itz I.advise you to adopt it; and to.pass'it on the
world as your own" the _cheat wilt nevet’ be dlscovered
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for you may-depend ,on my secrecy. Sir, I have inserted
in it a parsgrapif. that will give the public a good opinioa
of your modesty 1 w111 read it to you, it is dn then
words , : ..
: f“In the dmcharge ofthmtrusj,lwﬂl on!y uy,that l’
have, with good mtentlons, contributed towards the organi-
‘rationand ;uhmmstratlon of the.government, the best ex,
- ertiony’‘of which 2 very Jallible judgment was capibie.
Net unconscious, in"the outset, of the <inferiority of my
quabﬁcatxons, experience, r my own ‘eyes, perhaps - still
* more in the eyes of others, has streagthenod themotlves to
d:ﬁdenoe of myaelf.” o

' If it he.pomble.to ﬁnd 2 man gmong thow whom he
edtesmed, capable, of offering to hiip_such ‘a present, it is
impossibie to ‘believe: that President Washington was ‘the
man. to whom stch-a present would,hnve been acceptable.o
They ‘wha koew President Washington, and his-varions
endowments, quahﬁcauons, and virtues, know that, aggre«
.gately cqustdered, they found a “ tout ensemble” which hes
rarolybeen'equa.lléd, ‘and perhaps never excelled. R
- Thus-much. for pres\mlpu\reewdem I wﬂl-mw tnm .
.your attention to-some-that is direct.” - . o
The history - (if_ it may:be so called) of 1he nddress is ‘not
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then be alive, or in.capacity to give testimony, is so uncer-
tain, that in order to avoid the risk of either, I shall now
reduce it to writing, and commit it to your care and dis-
cretion, “ de bene esse,” as the lawyers say. .

" Some time befere the address appeared, Colonel (after-
ward General) Humilton informed me, that he had received
a letter from President Washington, and with it the draught
of a farewell address, which the president had prepared,
and on whick he requested our opinion. He-then proposed
that we should fix-on a day for an interview at my house
on. the subject. A day was accordingly appointed. On
that day Colonel Hamilton attended. He observed to me,
in words to this effect—that, after haying read and ex-
amined the dranght, it appeared to him to be susceptible of
improvement—that be thought the easiest and best way
was to leave tbe,drauéht untouched and in its fair state;
and to write the whole over, with such amendments, altera-
tions, and corrections as he thought were advisable; and
that he had done so. He then proposed to read it, and to
make it the subject of our consideration. This being agreed
to, he read it; and we proceeded deliberately ta discuss
and consider it, paragraph by paragraph, until the whole
met. with our mutual approbation : some amendments were
made during the interview, but none of much importance.
Although this business had not been hastily despatched, yet,
aware of the consequence of such a paper, I suggested the
giving it a further critical examination; but he declined it,
saying that he was pressed for time, and was anxious to
return the draught to the president without delay. It
afterward occurred to me, that a certain proposition was
expressed in terms too general and unqualified, and I hinted
it in a letter to the president. -

As the business took the course above mentioned, a re-
currence to the draught was unnecessary, and it was not
read. -There was this advantage in the course pursued—
the president’s draught remained (as delicacy required)

VOL. II.—X X
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fair, and - not obscured by interlineations, &e. By com-
paring it with the paper sent with it, he would immediately
observe .the particular emendations and corrections that
were proposed ; and would find them standing in their in-
tended places. Hence he was enabled to review and to
decide on the whole matter, with much greater. clearness
and facility than if he had received them in separate and
detached notes, and with detailed references to the pages
and lines, where they were advised to be introduced.
" With great esteem and regard,
I am, dear sir,
Your obedient servant,
T Jouw Jav.

. TO' JOHN BRISTED.
Bedford, 23d April, 1811.
- Sm, .

Accept my thanks for the book on'the Resources of Great
Britain, which you was so obliging as to send me. It
abounds in interesting matter, and if ‘the facts and calcula-
tions stated in it are correct, there appears to be reason to
conclude that Britain has less danger to apprehend from &
long-continued war, than from a premature peace.

- In the twelfth page there is an anecdote which seems to

refer to me; if it does, it is proper for me to observe that
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Nothing further passed between me and them or any of
them on that subject. :

. Some time afterward, one of my family being danger-
ously ill, I was advised to send for ‘an English physician,
who had resided many years at Paris. He was said to be
very skilful, but, it was added, he is an atheist. I sent for
him,-and had reason to think highly of his skill. For
several weeks the patient required numerous visits, so that
I saw the doctor often. He was a sedate, decent man. 1 -
frequently observed him drawing the conversation towards
religion, and I constantly gave it another direction. He
nevertheless, during one of his visits, very abruptly re-
‘marked, that there was no God, and he hoped the time
would come when there- would be no religion in the world.
I very concisely remarked, that if there was no God, there
could be no moral obligations, and I did not see how society
could subsist without them. He did not hesitate to admit,
that if there:was no God, there could be no moral obliga- -
tions, but insisted that they were not necessary, for that
society would find a substitute for them in enlightened self-
interest. 1 soon turned the conversation to another topic,
and he probably perceiving that his sentiments met with a
cold reception, did not afterward resume the subject.

I am, sir, .
Your obliged and obedient servant,
JoBx Jav. -
TO WILLIAM MILLER.
Bedford, 7th Nov,, 1811.
DzaRr SIR, :

On the 4th inst. your letter of the 23d of last month was -
delivered to me: It gave us all pleasure to find from it"
that you-arid your family were then well. If all the pro-
ductions of your farm are as fine as the sample of one
kind of them, which you sent me, you have much reason to

praise it. .
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You have certainly had no inconsiderable «share of diffi-
culties, dangers,.and troubles, and as you justly observe,
Providence has carried you through them all, and has also
given yoy consolations and enjoyments. Such is more or
less the lot of all men. If, my good friend, there were no

> trials in this werld, it would fot be what it certainly is, a
. state of probation; some are tried by adversity, some by
. .prosperity, and many by both. If in our journey through

- life, we were to meet with nothing but what was pleasant,
. 'we should probably be too little . mindful of home, and too

liftle disposed to take a rough road.ta it, even though it
should be ‘the most direct one. We have neither of us
much further to travel. If, on our .arrival, we find it a

paradise, our enjoyments will not be diminished by the

" yeeollection that we bad suffered much on the way.

I still flatter myself with the expectation of again seeing
yvu here, especially as your health is good, and your busi-
mees would be attended to during yourabsence. We should
have new afiairs as well as old affairs to talk over. Those
awmong the new ones, which concern the welfare of yourself
aud fanily, will be particularly interesting to

. Your friend, .
. - Jomm Jav.

TO PERTERR JA¥Y MUNRO.
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to the State, I know that the State has a right to take it
from the owner, on paying-the full value of it ; but certainly
the Legislature has no right to compel a freecholder to part
with his land to any of his fellow-citizens, nor to deprive
him of the use of it, in order to accommodate one or more
of his neighbours in the prosecution of their particular trade
or business. Such-an act, by violating the rights of prop-
erty, would be a most dangerous precedent. -

The injury which the pond would doubtless cause to the
health of the neighbourhood deserves attention; but inter-
esting as it is, 1 think it of less importance than that of
exposing, by such an act, the rights of property to invasion
and disturbance. It may. be said that the pond, by facili-
tating manufactures, will be productive of good to the
public; but will‘it not produce more loss than gain, if any
of the essential rights of freemen are to be sunk in it.

If the company want any thing belonging to their neigh-
bours, let them, like all other individuals, obtain it by volun-
tary, and pot by compelled purchase. It would be strange
if the Legislature appointed to guard our equal rights,
should be prevailed upon to furnish means for such com-
pulsion. '

These remarks are made on the supposition that what I
have heard may possibly be true ; but to me it appears so
extraordinary, that I am inclined to suspect that it has not
been fully and fairly represented. Be so good as to inform
me, what the application made by the company to the Legis-
lature really is.

I am, dear Peter,
Your affectionate uncle,
Joun Javy,
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TO RICHARD BLAND LEE, ALEXANDRIA. :
" Bedford, 7th September, 1813.
Su, N

In your obliging answer to my letter of February last,

mention is made of a work of your brother, then in the

viz. “ Memoirs of the War.in the Southern Depart-
- ment” The subject and the author naturally excited my
atfention, and my desire to procure a copy.

I have not learned that it has-yet been publuhed nor
seen any thing relative to it in our public papers. I pre-
sume, therefore, that the work is still in the press. If it is
printing by subscription. I wish that my name may be on
the list of subscribers, and that I may use my endeavours to
increase the number of ‘them. Be pleased, therefore, to
inform me on this head.

- The outrages committed at Baltimore excited the greater
indignatiom, on, account of the characters of some of the suf-
ferers,and particularly your brother, whose claims to public
gratitude have so long and so justly been acknowledged
throughout . the United States. ' Let me request the favqur
of you to assure him that I rejoice in the prospect of his
recovei'y ; and in the hope that on the occurrence of proper
occasions, our country will agaln derive advantage and
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meeting of the board in September last, I had been elected
a member of it.

Such institutions become the religion we profess, and the
blessings we enjoy. Be pleased to assure the board that I
am very sensible of the honour they have done me; and
that I wish it was as much in my power, as it is in my
inclination, to attend their meetings and take an active part
in the business committed to them. For geveral years my
health has been declining, and my. age, as well as the nature
of my complaints, do not permit me to expect the restora-
tion of it.

Reflecting that they who consent to:accept a place or
office do impliedly engage to perform the duties of it, I
think it right to declare my inability to perform those in
question. If, therefore, any active services should be ex-
pected from me, 1 hope and request that the board will
.consider themselves at liberty to give to this declaration
the effect of a resignation, and proceed to elect another in
my stead. :
I am, reverend 'sir,

Your most obedient servant,
Jorw Jav.

TO THE REV. DR. MORSE.
Bedford, 1st Ju;mry, 1818.
Dear Sm, -

Accept my thanks for your friendly letter of the 17th ult,,
and for the sermon and report which accompanied it. -

Whether our religion permits CAristians to vote for infi-
del rulers, is a question which merits more consideration
than it seems yet to have generally received, either- from
the clergy or the laity. It appears to me, that what the
prophet said to Jehoshaphat about his attachment to Abab,*
affords a salutary lesson bn another interesting topic.

'“Shcnldutthouhelytheun'odly.udlovﬂhemlhubmthohrd!”
—32 Chron. xix, 3.



A

. ,._".': '

%3 LIFR OF.JOHN JAY.

Although the mere ezpediency of public megsures may
not e a proper subject for the pulpit, yet, in afy, opinion, it
the right and the duty of our pastors to press the ob
servance of all moral and religious duties, and to animad-
vert on every course of conduct which may be repugnant
to them.

_ The Rev. Mr. Chapin mformed me, that the Amencan
Bol.rd- of Commissioners for Foreign Missions-had done me
the honour to elect me one of the members of it, and has
also been so obliging as to send me copies of their last
report. Institutions like this are not only to be approved
and commended, but also to be sustained and assisted. As
the declining state of my health will not permit me to ren-
der any active service, I feared that by retaining a place at
the board, I should exclude some other person who would
be more useful. My answer, therefore, to Mr. Chapin
referred it to.the board to do thercin as they may judge
proper.

The amount of the subscriptians exceed what 1 had snp-
posed, and manifests a spirit which'l hope will become more
universal.

Permit me to request the favour of you to procure for
me two complete sets of the Panoplist,* and to put my
name on the list of subscribers for twe of each of the future
numbers. I purpose to place one set of them in our town
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thrvency. [ .presume, therefore, that a history (except as.
to great ouffines) is the less to be depended upon, as its date
is remote from the period of the transactions which it under-
takes to narrate. How few have -the talents, the patient
diligenee, and the love of truth which history requires.

“The aspect of the times certainly continues portentous.
To hope for the best and prepare for the worst, is a trite
but a good maxim; especially when associated with the
reflection that He who governs the world’ can restrain the
wrath of man as well as the rage of the ocean. It'is a
favourable. circumstance, that the delusion which, like an
epidemic, has prevailed throughout our country, is abating
in many of the States. Calamities sometimes aﬂ'ord good
remedies for national distempers.

My retirement has not disappointed me. As to my
health, a complaint in the liver has for several years been
impairing it. Medical prescriptions failing to remove it,
relief could only be sought from palliatives; and among
these I find temperance, patience, and resignation to be the
best. .

. 1 am glad, for her sake and for yours, that Mrs. Morse
enjoys good health. I hope you do also. That you may
both live to see many happy returns of tlns day, is very sin-
.cerely the wish of

Dear sir,
Your faithful-friend,
‘ Jomx Jav.

TO JEREMIAH' EVARTS.
Bedford, 13th Jmpl.ry, 1813,
- Sm, :

I bave received your obliging letter of the 30th ult. The
oration which came with it abounds in just sentiments,
handsomely expressed. .

The copies of the report, whichiyou had the goodness to

send, have come to hand.
VOL. II.—Y Y
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-Many considerations would make it agreealle o me to
attend the meeting of the board at Boston. 1 have here-
tofore found and enjoyed excellent society in that city, and
although I should feel the absence of several worthy per-
gons, who have removed to the “ city not made with hands,”
yet others remam whom it would give me pleuure to
méet.

Notvnthsumdmg the inducements I have to make frequent
wisits to New-York, I have not been there for four years
past. 'The state of my health, and the regimen it requires,
not permitting me-to be far or long from home. .

- It is certainly desirable that-those of our fellow-citizens
who are friendly to foreign missions, should contribute to
repair the loss of the mission printing-office at Serampore.
It appears from a late paper that measures for that purpose
were taking at New-York, and there is reason to hope
4nd expect, that the aggregate amount of the collections
will be considerable.

The mode of remitting it to India is of some mpona.nee
To me it appeirq advisable that all American missionary
measures should, as far as circumstances may admit, be
connected with the American Board for Foreign Missions.
-1+ I therefore think, that the money in question should be
Ty remitted to India accordingly. If we were at peace with
England, I should prefer having, it remitted, by the board,
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FROM GOUVERNEUR MORRIS.

" Morrisania, 15th February, 1813,

My peArR Frienp, .
Last Tuesday evening my wife was delivered of a boy.
I communicate that event because I believe it will give you
pleasure. Moreover, I wish you to be bne of his godfathers.
True it is, that according to the usual course, you may not
be able.to perform the dutes of that office ;_ but, wy friends
should you be mingled with the dust, he shall learn from the
history of your life, that a man must be truly pious to be
truly great. I do not fix the day, because I wish you
to come on in a fortnight or three weeks, when it best suits
your convenience. I will then summon the priest and the
other sponsors. .
Yours truly,
GouveprnNeUR Monnu.

TO GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. )
Bedford, 23d February, 1813.
My coop szm,

I thank you for informing me by your letter of the 15th
inst. that you had received “an heritage and gift,” which
doubtless filled your heart with joy and gratitude.

It would give me pleasure to, present in person to you
and Mrs. Morris my gratulations on the aecasion ; butsince
the winter began, I have not been abroad, and this confine-
ment will, as usual, continue until warm weather. 1 hope .
Mrs. Morris and the “ speg altera” are doing well, and that
the emotions they excite are not interrupted by gout or
anxiety.

You request me to be one of the godfathers. Baptmm
is too generally regarded as being little more than a cus-
tomary ceremony ; and yet the purpose of it, and the namaes
‘used on the occasion, show it to be a solemn procedure,
It confers privileges, and imposes obligations of the highest
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class. Whoever consents to be employed as a shepherd,
should recollect, that if a lamb be.lost by his negligence, he
oust answer-forft 1o the owner of the flock. Sponsors,
however, not unfrequently become such, with as little sense
of personal responsibility, as actors on the stage make the
engagements, &c., allotted to their parts. -

Had I the prospect of-residing -here many years, I should
feel no xeluctance, for 1 should find in my heart and mind
suflicient inducements to fulfil the duties in question, in case
they should eventually be incumbent on me. But as I ex-
pect to remove, at a more early period, to a distant country,
where 1 shall not be in a capacity to attend to persons or
things here, it appears to me advisable that some proper
person not so circumstanced should be selected. -

It is an agreeable circumstance that you will probably
continue at Morrisania for many years, and have time and
bealth to prepare the young gentleman to make a figure
thegg, as well as at the more vajuable habitation and
estate, which will, in his baptxsm, be offered to him by his
Sovereign.

That you _and he may, here and ever, be happy in and
with each vther, is the fervent wish of ‘

« ~ Your friend,
- . Jomx Jav.

.
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remark, that obituary commendations by anonymous writers
are so frequently misapplied as to be worth very little.
The sermon (as was proper) describes the Dr.’s character
in‘general. terms, but the testxmony which it- bears to his
merit is ample, clear, and decided; and considering from
whom it comes, leaves no room for doubt or scruple.

As the intended memoir, to contain a more detailed- ac-
count of Dr. Elliot, is to be published in the next volume of
Historical Collections, and consequently under the auspices
of the society, it will be appreciated by that circumstance,
and doubtless have also the advantage of being written in
a manner worthy of the subject, and. of such respectable.
patrons. ~This will be bestowing merited praise in a hand-
some manner. Not a few of the name, and I presume of
the same family, of Elliot, have in this country Jaboured
faithfully in promoting the best intarests of man. Their
services will be remembered in heaven, and ought not to
be -forgotten on earth. I feel for the Dr.’s family. Death
daily severs many tender ties . . . but not for ever.

I thank you very sincerely for your kind offers of ser-
vice, and with pleasure reciprocate them. They prompt
‘me to request the favour of you to send me the 1st volume
of the new series, as well as the 10th yolume, mentioned in
my lettet to Dr. Elliot.

I am, Rev. sir,
Your much obliged and obedient servant,
N . Jomx Jay.
- TO NOAH WEBSTER. .
" Bedftrd, 31st May, 1813.
S, .

I received by the last mail your letter of the 19th inst.
The .circumstances mentioned in"it cannot be regarded
with indifference by those who wish you well ; and I feel as
well as think so.
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it is oot improbable, that .doubts prevail respecting the
design and tendency of the work you have in hand. The
literary productions of Britain and America being interest.
ing to each-other, many are of opinion, and I concur in it,
* that the English language and its orthography should' be
the same in both countries. Apprehensions have been en-
tertained that your dictionary would tend to impair that
sameness; and those apprehensions may, to a.certain de-.
gree, have had an unfavourable influence. . -

The progress of the subscriptions having been .so long
_suspended, I think it better fo enclose what I intended to
subscribe, than trouble your agents at New-York with it.

If any plan to render your prospects more promising,
and in my power to promote, should be adopted, be pleased
to communicate it to me..

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,
Jomn Javw.

FROM NOAH WEBSTER.
Amberst, June 9th, 1813
.Sz,
For ‘your favonr of the 81st ult. with the enclosed bill,
be pleased to accept my most grateful acknowlédgments.

The interest you have manifested in my labours, and the
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trouble and expense, to write. a book which would not find
purchasers. .

My plan is different from any thing before attempted. I
have examined and collated the radical words in twenty
languages, including the seven Asiatic languages, or rather
dialects of the Asgyrian stock. This will enable -me to
explain many things in the Enghsh lapguage which have
hitherto been obscure. -Indeed, this research has opened a
field entirely new, and it is probable will lead te many
important discoveries, not only in the origin and affinity of
languages, but in history sacred and profane.

The price of the work cannot be known at present; but
if 1live to complete it, I shall not only present you a copy,
but hold myself answerable to refund the pnnelpd of the
sum advanced.

With gratxtude and respect, I am sir,
Your obedient servant, .
N. Wxnstzr.

‘TO THE REV. DR. MORSE.
’ Bedford, 25th October, 1813.
Dnn Sm,
1 have chosen for this letter a subject that.is more vnthm
your. province than in mine. “Quisqye sua arte peritus.”
The 20th verse of the 15th chapter of the 1st Corinthians
is deemed to be an obscure one. I understand it in a sense
which satisfies me, but 1 find that the few commentators
whom I have consulted, understapd it in other senses. I
will subjoin the verse, and explain what I conceive to be
the meaning of it, in a short paraphrase. Tell .me what
you think of it. “When you see Mr. Evarts, be pleased to
pruent my best compliments to him.
I am, dedr sir,
Your faithful and obedient servant, .-
Joun Jav.
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1 Cor. xv. 39.—* Else what shall they do who have been
baptized for the dead, 1¥ the dead rise not at all? why are
* they then baptized for the dead ?”

The apostle doubtless intended to include in thxs verse,
an argument to support the doctrine -he was endeavouring
to establish. That sense of it, therefore, is probably the
true one, which gwes the most strength and ﬁtness to the
argument.

" His meaning will pérhaps be more peroepuble, if certain
parts of the verse be transposed, as follows:

Else what shall they do, who, if the dead rise not at all,
lave been baptized for the dead. Why are they tlmu bap-
tized for the dead?

As thus read, the converse of the proposxtlon is plainly
thul, viz. That they are. not- baptized for the dead, if the
dead are to rise: but that they are baptized for the dead,
if the dead are not to rise.

So that the question, whether they are baptized for the
dead or not, depends on the answer to the questnon, whether
thedeadaretonseotnot.

PARAPHRASE.

But Christ is nsen, a.nd he will certainly raise our dead
bodies from the grave. If it were not so, what are believers,

who, in a confidenthope and expectation, and as an assurance
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they were planted together into the likeness of his death.
And why? Certainly for assurance that they should also
be planted into the likeness. of his resurrection.” Divest
baptism of -its reference to a resurrection, and .it will have
no other remalmng reference but the one to death and the
dead. : S0

If the dead rise not at all (as some among you spy), then,
and in thas case, and on that supposition, all without excep-
tion who have been baptized, are in fact baptized for the
dead, that is, for their own dead bodies, for their dust. and
ashes ; for that is the only future state in which they wi]l
be and remain for ever. - Why, or for.what reason, or for
what purpose then, or in that case, are they baptized for
their dead bodies—dead and never to rise again? What
effect can baptism, or promises, or covenants operate on, or
for them, after they have passed into a state of utter and
never-ending insensibility? Ig it for such a future state,
_ that our bodies dre baptized with water, and our souls with
the Holy Ghost ? -

You know that I preach and declare to the Jews, and. to
the gentilés, that Christ is risen, and that he will raise the
dead. Unless 1 was sincere in this, would I persist in
preaching it at the risk of my life every hoyr ? - ’

‘If the dead are never to rise, what advantage or reward
can I expett or receive, for the persecutions and sufferings
which 1 willingly incur and endure, on account of my
avowed and zealous adherence to Christ? ‘Did I believe
that this was the.only world in which I am to exist, would
I not endeavoun to find and enjoy all the good and all the’
gratifications which this world affords? It is natural for
those who ncither cxpect good nor evil beyond the grave,
to say, “Let us. eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.”
Nothing can be more manifgst than that, if in this-world
only we have hope in Christ, we, his .persecuted apostles
and followers, are of all men most miserable.

VOL.IL—ZZ - -
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. Be not deceived into doubts .of a resurrection. You
were not baptized for eternal sleep, but for endless life after
death, and your baptism is a pledge to assure you of it. I
you reject one of the assurances,or déeclarations, or promises
of Christ as.fallacious, how are you.to rely on the rest?
Listen not to such teachers, lest” their evil examples and
communications seduce you into opinions and- practices
repugnant to the prmcxples, institutions, and manners which
are established and enjoined by the gospel.

S TO WILLIAM. MILLER.
' Bedford, September 20th, 1814.
Drax Sm,

* Since my lastJetter to you, I have recelved yours of the
10th of last month. -

The information that you hnd your famﬂy were then in
good _health, gives us pleasure. I continue fzeble, but do
gt suffer much pam, except now and thén from rheuma-
tism. ‘The rest of us are as well as usual.

The cold weather you mention has also pi'evalled here.
1 do not recollect 5o cool & summer. Our corn does not
look well. ‘The crops of rye were slender those of wbeat
were goo,d .

As to public affairs, I do not wonder that you look for-

ward to the consequences of the war with anxiety. We
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distressing ; and so, my good friend, it will be to the end.
Let us comfort ourselves with- tlie reflection, that, although
we must expect to meet with troubles of one kind or other
on the way, yet that they cannot prevent our getting home.
On the contrary, they tend to excite our diligence and to
quicken our pace. That we may both' be enabled, to keep
in the right road to our home, is the wish and prayer of,
Dear sir,

-« Your friend, '

Joux Jav.:

FROM TIMOTHY PICKERING.*
. C;ty of Waﬂungtm Oct. 224, 1814,
DEear Sm, ,
I have done myself the honour to make up three. packets

dddressed to you, this day, eontaining the despatches from - -

our ministers from Ghent, their inetructions, and the state-
ment of the new secretary- of the treasury of hxs plan of
taxes, and his project of a national bank.

.. While the proposition respeeting an Indian boundary was
declared to be a sine qua non, the boundary itself admitted
of modifieation; and as within it, we are called "upon to
relinquigh only our right of pre-emption to the Indians, who
are proprietors of the soil, 1 see no objection to it. With-
out. such demand, good policy would requiré such. relin-

quishient, to preveat encroachments -on the Indians, and .

thereby the renewal of hostilities; and the dispersion of
our citizens over immense .regions, defensible only at an.
insupportable expense, while we have so many millions of
+ acres of good lands remaining without inhabitants.

‘1 am. disposed to believe that with less pride in rulers
and ministers, and with less hatred to Great Britain in both,
the British propositions-might have been made the basis of
a negotmnon whxch, governed by. wisdom and prudence,

‘MombtrofCongnu. . .

.,



»

»
.564 +* '+ BEFE OF JOHN'JAY.

might have terminated in peace With very greu respect
and estgem,
- -Tam, deulu', your obed:ent servant,

. TooTHY chmuo.

LT )

.’;; S m'l'mmv PICKBHING.

[
-

e S . Bodfml, 1st Nov., 1814, -
F R

Dxar Sm,
Accept my thanks fer your letter of the 22d ult., and for

- the..papers which you was o good as to send; they

arrived by the last mail. -
It is to be regretted, that passions unfavourable to mutual
good-vnll have for yeass been ipdustriously and unwisely
excited both in Great Britain and America. " An inveterate
' daluuon has long prevailed in our ‘country; Providence
ha# made it a scourge for our cha:tuement, and we well
deserve it.

Every independent. pation has, as such, a rightful and
exclpsive jurisdiction over the country within its acknow-
ledged boundary lines. For eithér natlon to propose to the
other a systern of measures. for the security and comfort of
the Indians, dwelling within their contiguous and respective
territories, or for. other mutual good purposes, can neither
be offensive nox improper; but to dictate such propositions,
and to tell us that we must accede te them as the price of
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but not ‘while the prevailing .popular delusion continues to
deceive and mislead so great a portion of our ¢itizens.

Things being as they are, I think we cannot be too per-
fectly united in a determination- to defend our country;
nor be too vigilant in watching and- resplutely examining
the conduct of the administratioh in all its departments,
candidly and openly giving decided epprobation qr decided
censure, ‘according as it may deserve the one of the other.
Report says, that in the public expenditures there has ‘been
great culpability.- It is desirable, therefore, that they -be
thoroughly investigated, and that .the results be authen-
ticated in such a manner. as to obviate doubt and disbelief.-

I have just read Mr. King’s speech. . They who ‘com-
plain that it exhibits too little' of the “suaviter in modo”
cannot also complain that xt exlﬂnts too little of the “ for-
titer in re.”

‘With congtant esteem and-régard,
+ .. I am, dear sir, :
.Your obedient servant,
- e - Jomn Jay.

TO JUDGE PETERS, ESQ.
. Bedfond, oth quary, 1815.
DEear Siz, X
1t is a great while since any letters have passed ‘between
us ; perhaps some’ of them have miscarried. The season
reminds me that I have survived the last year, and that I
have left with it a great number who enjoyed more health
and strength. Many friendly wishes have, as usual, been
reciprocated on this occasion, but it seems to be question-
able whether an average proportion: of them will be real-
ized. Public adversity, you krnow, is at variance ~with
individual happiness; and it has not yet become very
probable that: this will be a happy year to our country. I
should rejoice to find myself mistaken, but I cannot be per-
suaded that general prosperity will be restored while our

v
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pation continues to be misled by the delusions which
caused, and which prolong’ our calamities. We have not
only declared war unwisely, but have also i
(though not- unwittingly) excited disgust and resentment.
How far angty passions will retard the return of peace

" may be. conjectured, rather than calcplated. We are yet
to learn whether the result of the negotiations at Vienna

" will impede ot promote those at ‘Ghent. While the former
-mpendmg I suspect that Britain will not be anxious to
obviate delays. To me, personally, these things camnot
long be very interesting, but I feel for those whom I shall

" leave behind me. Yon are in the way of knowing more
about our national affairs than I am, and I sincerely wish
that your views of them may be more consoling than mine
are.

My health contipues to wear away, but I aeldom suffer
severe ‘pain. Conversation].books, and recollections 'still
enable me, with the blessing of Providence, to amuse con-
‘finement, and to glide on placidly towards that ocean to
which the stream of time is bearing us all.

. Tellme how youdo. With constant esteem and regard.

., I am, dear sir,

’ . Your very humble servant,
Joan Jav.
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ing glooms is found in aftention to topics which abstract
the mind frem the vices and follies plentifully scattered
throughout our devoted country. .Mortification under what
we are, is at least for the moment suspended, while we con-
template on what we have been. It may return with double
force, when we consider what we might have beex. .

But it seems that history affords ample proofs, and ours
as much as any other, that “this world was made for
Ceesar.” The enjoyment of liberty is fugacious; but des-
potism, under a variety of shapes, is permanent. There is-
a tendency to it in all hugaan political institutions ; and the
people of every country have, from time immemorial, forged
their own chains. Our “ free and -enlightened” ¢itizens are
now very busy at the anvil; hut whethertheir work will
now be completed, is not for' us to decide. Heaven may
send us chastisement, without ruin, and possibly the former
may save us for a time. Delusion is the order of the day.
Gordon, in one of his discourses on Tacitus, endeavours to
prove that the people, when deceived by deluders, are blind
and cruel, yet mean well.. Too many of our people are
blind, yet foew cruel ; as to their meaning wcll, they take a
lamentable mode of showing it.

Your letter contains an epitome of my thoughts on our
political situation. Had I written a book (and I have no .
adversary who would think it worth his while to wish that
I had), I could not express myself more clearly on the sub-
ject. At.our age we are- lookers-on,"and see the game
better than those who play it. The insight which calm *
observation and experience afford is, however, of no use to
those who deem themselves too wise to need instruction.
‘We must wait events, like passengers in a bark buffeted
by storms, and mismanaged by unskilful pilots and mariners.
I hope our.vessel is yet stanch, and that she will get into
port, whatever untoward appearances may predict. It is
indeed distressing when hope alone is our comforter. But,
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alas! all I know ig far from furnishing light or brilliansy to
. Yos ‘threatening and dusky cloud whmh overha.ngu our

7" hemmisphere.

Oux president is not the man we once supposed him.
Party antipathies may posslb)y paint in too sombre colours;
but the stories I hear aré distressing, particularly to me,
who in.early times had a sincere personal friendship for him.
He would then take some strange ilights: one of them was
his jdining in the philippic against you, for not consulting

’the French minister (Vexgennes), whén the interest of your
country forbade the-step: But, in general, I thought and
acted with him. In-this matter, far otherwise; nor have
1,in his modern conduct, been in union with his political
sentiments on any important aub_)ect, although lentem.m
no personal enmity.

- I have a strong impression that we shsll, ere long, have

. peace y but the why and the wherefore I cannot tell, save
that there seems nothing really substantial enough in the
litigated affairs of the'\two natiohs, to continue the business
of throat-cutting; and I fancy our enemy is tired of the
employment, after following the trade so long.

I am gratified with the account of your travelling on
towards the goal we all must arrive at, with a mind tran-
quil, and & body without. pain. Your companions—books

and recollections—are consolatory and essential, when all
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days, at least among politicians ; and it is the ton to be in
the fashion. Believe me always
Most affectionately yours,
RicHARD PrTEms.

TO JUDGE PETERS,
Bedford, Westchester County, }
‘ 14th March, 1815.
Dzaz Sm, -

On reading your interesting letter of the 19th January,
I observed, with particular pleasure, from the manner and
matter of it, that, notwithstanding the winter of life, and
snow falling on your head, you endure like an evergreen.

Your impression that  we should, ere long, have peace”
has been verified. If I remember right, you had hereto-
fore an impression that Spain, although her case was ap-
parently desperate,. would get safe through her danger;
and so it came to pass. Events having justified both these
impressions or opinions, I wish you may have another, viz.
that the peace will terminate the delusion which caused the
war. Several considerations ineline me to expect that the
peace will diminish it, and particularly these :

Unless discontents should arise between France and
Britain, French influence will not soon' be very active in
Anmerica ; and, consequently, will not administer much fuel
to renew and feed a flame against England. The peace
will deprive the delusion of the sustenance it derived from
the patronage which the war created.

The abandonment of the professed objects of the war,
and that without compensation either in fact or expecta-
tion—the manifest incapacity and profusion with which the
war has been conducted—the attempts to force supplies of
men and money by conscription, &c.—and the immense
debt incurred and to be paid, without any value received—
all tend to withdraw confidence and good-will from our
political projectors; nor can the continuance and operation
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I am glad you escaped and recovered so well from the
accident you mention. Kentucky racers, both literal and
figurative, will, it seems, have their capers. It would be
no loss to the public, if some of them were at the plough
Seek for “ some honest, sober beast, that full softly treads,”
and will not mar your meditations.

Adieu, my dear sir.

Yours, affectionately,
) Joun Jav.

TO THE REV. DR. MORSE.
Bedford, 14th Feb., 1810.
Dxar Sm, -

On the 4th inst. I received by the mail from New-York
your interesting letter of the 17th ult. I have read the
pamphlets communicated to me by Mr. Grant, and derived
from them the only knowledge I have of the transactions
noticed in them. It would not be easy to introduce into
amy mind doubts of your rectitude. My opinion of it has
undergone no alterations. You are drawing censolation
from a source which always affords it.

. As to the work you mention, I am glad you have under-
taken it, because it is desirable, and because Iexpect it will
be well performed. It would give me pleasure to afford
the aids- you request, but the state of my health admits of
very little exertion of mind or body. I can neither read
nor write much at a time, without bringing on a feverish
weariness. '

My public life did not commence so early as you sup-
posed. In 1766, I was a clerk in a lawyer’s office, and on
leaving it was occupied in professional affairs until the year
1774, when I was sent to the first Congress. In 1775, 1
was also in Congress; in 1776, the Convention of this State
detained me with them. In 1778 I was again sent to Con-
gress, and remained there until September, 1779, when I
was sent to Europe. In 1784 I returned home.
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TO SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, LONDON.
Bedford, Westchester County, N. Y.,
8th August, 1816. } ?
Drar Sin, .

I have received the papers which you were so obliging as
to send me. Accept my thanks for them. Gratitude is
.due to those who employ their time and talents in promoting
the common welfare. Your exertions to improve agricul-
- ‘ture, and render it more productive, are known and ac-
knowledged. The paper on “mildew in wheat,” I have
sent to New-York to be published. - The multitude of
interesting facts which have been collected during the last
twenty years, doubtless furnish materials for-a comprehen-
sive system of husbandry; such a work, ably executed,
would be useful.

Credit is also due to your endeavours to make known
and excite attention to the means which conduce to health
and longevity. The proposed edition of the code on these
subjects, in one octavo volume, will be better calculated for
general use and extensive circulation, than the larger work
from which it is to be extracted. I hope it will soon be
finished and find its way to this country. It must be an
agreeable reflection to you, that you have been “diligent in

well-doing.”




‘MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE. 878

TO JOHN MURRAY, JUN.
Bedford, 12th October, 1816.

Accept, my good friend, my thanks for your kind letter
of the 22d ult., and for the pamphlets enclosed with it.
They came to my hands on the 2d inst. The state of my
health is such, that I can read or write but little at a time
without fatigue ; and, therefore, I cannot prudently venture
on the task you recommend. .

Whether war of every description is prohibited by the
gospel, is one of those questions on which the excitement of
any of the passions can produce no light. An answer to it
can result only from careful investigation and fair reasoning.

It appears to me that the gospel not only recognises the
whole moral law, and extends and perfects our knowledge
of it, but also enjoins on all mankind the. observance of it.
Being ordained by a legislator of infinite wisdom and rec-
titude, and in whom there is “ no variableness,” it must be
free from imperfection, and therefore never has, nor ever
will require amendment or alteration. Hence I conclude,
that the moral law is exactly the same now that it was be-
fore the flood.

That all those wars and fightings are unlawful, which
proceed from culpable desires and designs (or in Scripture
language from lusts), on the one side or on the other, is too
clear to require proof. As to wars of an opposite descrip-
tion, and many such there have been, I believe they are as
lawful to the unoffending party in our days, as they were
in the days of Abraham. He waged war against and
defeated the five kings. He piously dedicated a tenth of the
spoils; and, instead of being blamed, was blessed.

‘What should we think of a human legislator who should
authorize or encourage infractions of his own laws? If
wars of every kind and description are prohibited by the
moral law, I see no way of reconciling such a prohibi-
tion with those parts of Scripture which record institu-
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tions, declarations, and interpositions of the Almighty which
manifestly evince the contrary 1 If every war is sinful, how
did it happen that the sin of waging any war is not specified
among the numerous sins and offences which are mentioned
and reproved in both the Testamenta?

To collect and arrange the many facts and ngumems

which relate to this subject, would require more time and
application than I am able to bestow. The aforegoing are
hinted merely to exhibit some of the reasons on which my
opinion rests.

It certainly is very desirable that a pacific disposition
should prevail among all nations. The most effectual way
of producing it, is by extending the prevalence and inflnence
of the gospel. Real Christians will abstain from violating
the rights of others, and therefore will not provoke war.

Almost all nations have peace or war at the will and
pleasure of rulers whom they do not elect, and who are not
always wise or virtuous. Providence has given to our
people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well
as the privilege and interest, of our Christian nation to select
and prefer Christians for their rulers.

The sentiment expressed in the extract from your
brother’s letter, corresponds with his benevolent disposition.
He has been “diligent in well-doing,” and his works will
not cease to receive, as well as deserve commendation.
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TO GOUVERNEUR MORRIS,
' Bedford, 28th Oct., 1816.
Dear Morris,

Having heard much of your dlscourse before- the New-
York Historical Society, it gave me pleasure to receive a
copy of it, and to find from the direction that I owed it to
your friendly attention. . It aboundsin interestirig remarks ;
the diction is elevated throughout, perhaps in some. in-
stances beyond the proportion which the topics bear to each
other. In landscape, we prefer hill and dale to a plain,
however ornamented ; and in a field of ¢loquence it is agree-
able to behold sublimities sloping down into Attic sim-
plicity. I doubt the correctness of sdying that Franklin
averted. thunderbolts from protected dwellings. In my opin-
ion, the invention of steamboats is & subject on which it is
less difficult to ‘say handsome, than sublime things. ' To
me it does not appear probable, that the sight of therd on
Asiatic waters can so. powerfully affect the feelings of the
Genius of Asia, as to impel him to bow with grateful
reverence (not gratulation) to the inventive spirit of Amer-
ica; and that, too, at the very moment when his eye, glancmg
over the ruins of cities, which for ages had concurred in
proclaiming his superiority in the arts,. must remind him of
his dignity. I make no apology for these hints ; you l\now
what prompts them.

Your strictures on the defeets'of history, and the causes
of them, are well founded. 'Whether future historians, with
all their advantages, will excél their predecessors in accu-
racy, and caution, and candour, is a point on which my ex-
pectations are not sanguine. For my part, I believe there
neither is, nor will be, more than one history free from error. -

Of that history the discourse has availed “itself very in-
geniously, deducing from it lessons instructive to all, and
new to many. I have often wished that the accounts given
in it of the primitive ages had been more partxcular. We
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know but littte about them, and our curiosity must remain
ungratified While we remain here. Isay here, because when
we join our‘apcestors, we shall doubtless learn from them
all that we may wish to know respecting the affairs and
events of their days. In this and other respects I promise
myself much satisfaction from their society ; and that at
a period which cahriot be very distant..” The term of my
lease has étpired, and I have no reason to expect that my
continuing to hold ever will bé of more than ordinary du-
ration. Itis consoling to reflect that we tenants are informed
where and how we may go-and settle in perpetuity, and are
assured that our possessions-and enjoyments there, instead
of being-precarious and transatory, will be eertam and per-
manent.

That you and I, and those’ who are near and dear to us,
may be enabled to say ‘with the poet, but in a higher and
better sense, “omnes metus, strepitumque Acherontis avari
subjecit pedxbus, is the fervent wxshof your affectionate
friend, .

. t + Jomn Jav.

1 hope our little boy advances in strength, and growth of
body and mmd

\

FROM JOHN ADAMS,
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@ A petition to the king, an address to the people of
Great Britain, and a memorial to the people of British
America, were agreed to be drawn. Mr. Lee, Mr. Heary,
and others were -appointed for the first; Mr. Lee, Mr.
Livingston, and Mr. Jay, for the two last. The - splendour
of their debut occasioned Mr. Henry to be designated by
his committee to draw the petition to the king, with which-
they were charged, and Mr. Lee was charged with the
address to the people of England. The last was first re-
ported. On reading it, great disappointment was expressed
in every countenance, and a dead silence ensued for some
minutes, - At length it was laid on the table for perusal and
consideration till the next day; when first one member
and then another arose, and paying some faint compliment
to the ‘composition, observed that there were still' certain
considerations not expressed, wlnch should propetly. find a
place in it.- The address was therefore committed for
amendment ; and one pfepared by Mr. Jay, and offered
b)" Governor Livingston, was reported and ado_pted with
scarcely an alteration. - These facts were stated by a gen-
tleman, to whom they were communicated by Mr. Pendle-
ton and Mr. Harrison, of the Virginia delegation. (except
that Mr. Harrison erroneously ascribed the draught to

"Governor Livingsten), and to whom they were afierward
confirmed by Governor Livingston himself. - Mr. Henry’s
draught of a petition to the king was equally unsficcessful,
and was recominitted for amendment. Mr. John Dickin-
son (the author of the Farmer’s Letters) was added to the’
committee, and a new draught prepared by him was
adopted ? . .

This passage is not so luminous as many parts of the
book; but as I understand it, I think it is not correct.
There is no man now living who is able perfectly to cor-
rect it but yourself; and in my opinion, it is your conscien-
tious duty to do it.. ’
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The question, “ Who was the draughtsman of the address
to the peop]e .of England 1" however unimportant to the
public it may appear at this day, certainly excited a sensa-
tion, a fermentation, and a schigm in Congress at the time,
and serious consequences afterward, which have lasted to
this hour, agd are .not yet spended. I fear, but I do not
know, that this animosity was occasioned by indiscretions
of R: H. Lee, Mr, Samuel Adarﬁs, afid some others of the
Vlrglma delegates, by whem Adams was led into error. 1
never bad a doubt that you were the author of that manly
and noble address. But as the sabject is now brought
before the pdblic by Mr. Wirt, and will excite 'speculation,
you, who alone are capable of it, ought to explain it, and, as
1 know you will, if at all, without favour or affection.

Iam, sir, with friendship as of old,
‘ Your most respectful humble servant,
- Jonx Anm ‘

TO JOHN ADAMS.
Bedford 31st January, 1818.

Dx.u; Sm,

-I received your letter of the 9th by the mail which
arrived here on the 24t} inst.

1 havemot seen Mr:. Wirt's book, nor heard of the “ pas-

sage” in it, bf which' your letter contains a copy. You
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ease to yourself, I wxll first insert the passage, and then the
extracts. .

“A petition to the king, an addmss to the people of Great
Britaip, and a memorial to the people of British America
were agreed to be drawn. Mr. Lee, Mr. .Henry, and
others were appointed for, the first; Mr. Lee, Mr. Living-
ston, and Mr. Jay for the two last. The splendour of their
debut occasioned Mr. Henry to be designated by his eom-
mittee to draw the petition. to the king with which they
were charged, and Mr. Lee wag charged with the address
to the people: of England. The last was first reported.
On reading it, great disappointment was expressed on every
countenance, and a dead silence: ensued for some minutes.
At length-it was laid on the table for perusal and considera-
tion till the next day ; when first one member, and then
another arose, and, paying some, faint compliment to the
composition, observed that there were still certain consider-
ations not expréssed which should properly find a place in
it. His address was therefore committed for amendment ;
and one prepared by Mr. Jay, and offered by Governor
Livingston, was reported and adopted with scarcely an
alteration. These facts are stated by a gentleman, to whom
they were communicated by Mr. Pendleton and Mr: Har-
rison of the Virginia delegation (except tiat Mr. Harrison
erroneously ascribed the draught to Governor Livingston),
and to whom they were afterward confirmed by Governor
Livingston himself. Mr. Henry’s-draft of a. petition to the
king was equally unsuccessful, and was recommitted for
amendment. Mr. John Dickinson (the author of the Farm-
er’s Letters) was added to the committee, and a new
draught prepared by him was adopted.”

“ Tuesday, October 11th, 1774.—Resolve& unanimously,
That a memorial be prepared to the people of British
America, stating to l.hem the necessity of a firm, united, and
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of Great Britain being brought in, and the amendments

directed being made, the same. was approved, and is as fol-
lows.”

Is it prébab.le’ that the committee found- it ‘necegsary to.

assign both the memorial and the address to Mr. Lee, or
that he would readily undertake that double task, or -that
notwithstanding his other ayocations in and out of Con-
gress, he could finish them both between the 11th October,
when they were ordered, and the 19th, when'the draught
of the memorial was reported ?

According to the journal, the draught of the address was

recommitted, expressly for the purpose, and “in order thet

the amendments might be taken in.” lIs it probable that the
committee did; nevertheless, lay-aside that draught and
substitute a new one . .How could they have rendered such
a procedure reconcilable to the feelings of the writer of that
draught, or ‘compatible with their recent approbation of " it,
or consistent with ‘the design and object of the recommit-
ment? Could any of the members have been 86 negligent

of delicacy and propriety, as to-propose or concur in such

a measure? Could the embarrassments and -difficulties
attending it have been surmounted: between the’ Wednex
day, when the address was recommitted, and the ensuing
Friday, when (with the amendments taken in) it was read
and approved 7
The subsequent occurrences you menﬂon have not
escaped my recollection. I was informed, and I believe
correctly, that one person in particular of those you specify,
bad endeavoured, by oblique intimations, to insinuate 3 sus-
picion that the address to the people of Great Britain wag
not written by me, but' by ‘Gov. Livingston. That gentle-
man repelled the insinuation. He knew and felt what was
due to truth, and explicitly declared it. o
- Those persons are dead and gone. Their design did not
succeed, and ] have no desire that the memory of it should

L3



884 . LIFE OF JOHN JAY.

survive.them. As to the address or petition to the king—
who wrote the draught that was reported and recommitted
—how far it.corresponded with the one that was adopted—
whether . Mr. Dickinson, “after he was added to the com-
mittee, prepared.an entire new draught, or only co-operated
.in amending the one then before thie committee—~are ques-
tions which you only; who have survived all the other
members of that committee, can answer with certainty.

« Considering who were the members of that committee,
' viz. yourself, Mr. Lee, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Henry, and Mr.
Rutledge, I think the idea of a new draught cannot be cor-
rect. That Mr. Dickinson did write the subsequent or
second address or peuuon to the king, I have no reason to

. -doubt.

To prepare -an acceptable draught of the jirst petition
was no easy task. Instructions as to matters to be inserted
in it were given to the committee ; and some were pro-
posed which occasioned mich debate. You may remember
that many of the members of that Congress were anxious
that 200, much might not be done:or said; and on the other
hand, that there were many members wha were anxious
that. toe kttle might not be done or said.. Hence there
arose and prevailed a more than ordinary degree 'of solici-
tude and watchfulness, both. as to: the purpart of subject-

matter, and to the force and latitude of expressions. And
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TO JOHN MUREAY, SUN. :
Bedt'ord, 15th Apnl. 1818,
Mv @QOD mem, ) -

*In my letter to you of the 16th Octéber lasf | lnnted that
X might perhaps write and sénd "you a few more Tities. on
the question, Whetlier war of every descnptlon is forbrdden
. by.the gospel?

I will now add some remarks’ t6 those which were in+
gerted in my answer to your first leiter. In that answer,
the lawfulness of war, in certain’'cases, was inferred from -
those divine positive institutions which authorized and reg-
ulated it. For although those institutions were not dictated
* by the moral law, yet théy cannot be understood to author-
ize what the moral law forbids. -

The moral or natural law was given by the Sovereign of _
the universe to all mankind; with them it was coeval,-and
with them it will be coexistent. ‘Being founded by infinite
wisdom and goodness on essential right, which never varies,
it’can requiré no aimendment nbr alteration. - -

Divine positive ordinances and ‘institutions, on the other
hand, being founded on expediency, which is not alwdys
perpetual or immutable, admit of, and have teceived, altera-
tion and limjtation in sundry instances.

There were several divine positive ordinances and insti-
tuations at very-early periods. Some'of them were of fim-
ited obligation, as circumcisjon ; others of them weré of
universal obllgatlon, as the Sabbath, marnage, sacrxﬁces,‘
the pa.rtlcular punishment for murder.’

The Lord of the Sabbath caused ‘the day to be changed
The ordinances of Moses suffered the Israelites to exercise
more than the original liberty allowed to marriage, but our
Saviour repealed that indulgence. When sacrifices had
answered their purpose as types of the great Sacrifice, &c.,
they ceased. The punishment for murder lias undergone
no alteration, either by Moses or by Chmt.
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I advert to .this distinction between the moral law and
posmve institutions, because it enables us to distinguish
the .reasonings which apply to the one, from” those which
apply only to the other—opdinances being mutable, -bit the
moral Jaw always the same. '

.To this you observe, by way of objection, that the law
was given by Moses, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>