


































































































































































































































































































































































































AND THE CHRISTIAN HOPE 129

word, and inflection of a word.” (See the widely cir-
culated statement of faith issued by the Niagara Con-
ference, a group of recognized premillennial leaders.)
Insistently Dr. Torrey declares that there were given
to the writers of the Bible ““the very words,” “the precise
language.” To state the arguments against such a the-
ory will seem to many a sheer waste of time; the careful
- study of the Bible itself is the chief reason why this con-
ception has long since been left behind by scholars, and
why it is rapidly disappearing even in popular thought.
‘But the fact of modern premillennialism is sufficient
reason for our consideration. The foundation of this
whole doctrine is involved in literal infallibility, as is
that of Russellism, Dowieism, and similar aberrations.
All of them work on the same theory, quoting proof-
texts, building on words and phrases. Remove this
theory, and “the complicated structure of theological
details built upon it comes clattering down to a mere
heap of religious verbiage.” Further this verbal-inspira-
tion theory reveals the character of the premillennial the-
ology—dualistic, mechanical, unethical.

The first criticism to be made is that this theory is
- mechanical. There are just two ways of conceiving the
work of God’s Spirit in man. The one is mechanical:
the Spirit is an external force that overrides and compels
the human spirit. This is the primitive idea. The
other conception is vital and ethical: the divine Spirit
is an indwelling Presence working through man’s thought
and feeling and will, not dispossessing or overwhelm-
ing, but elevating and transforming. Premillennialism
stands for the mechanical idea in its thought of inspi-
ration as in that of the world’s final salvation. Verbal
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the highest in the Old Testament points to Jesus and how
Jesus transcends even that highest.

On the whole this is the attitude of the men of the
New Testament. It is true that they appealed, in their
apologetic, to details of prophetic prediction, but they
did not let themselves be hampered here by any bonds of
literalism. Historically and critically, the premillennial-
ists are quite right: the prophets were not thinking of
the Christian Church when they spoke of the coming
kingdom of Israel, and by the triumph over their foes
they did not mean spiritual victories but political
supremacy. But they cannot escape the plain fact
that Paul did exactly that to which they so vigorously
object: he disregarded the literal meaning, seized the
moral principle, and applied these declarations of coming
blessing to the Christian Church. The circumcised
Israelite is displaced by the disciple of any race who is
circumcised in heart. Abraham becomes “the father
of us all.” “I will call that my people, which was not
my people,” he quotes from Hosea. The Christians
one and all are “heirs according to promise,” and the
true seed of Abraham (Rom. 2. 28, 29; 4. 11-16; 9. 6-8,
25, 26; 2 Cor. 6. 16-18; Gal. 3. 7, 16, 28, 29; 4. 27, 28;
Phil. 3. 3). The passage in Joel 2 is certainly Messianic,
and as certainly its details of a physical character were
not fulfilled at Pentecost. The sun was not turned to
darkness nor the moon to blood, nor were there signs of
blood and fire and vapor and smoke. But Luke reports
Peter as quoting this passage in full and declaring of the
Pentecost experience, “This is that which hath been
spoken through the prophet Joel” (Acts 2. 16-21). To
this all may be added the example of our Lord. Upon

















































































