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INTRODUCTION

The Epistle to the Ephesians is one of the prison Epistles
of the Apostle Paul. Tychicus and Onesimus were sent by
him to Colosse. Epaphras, that great man of prayer, who
agonized in prayer for the Colossian believers (Col. iv:12),
had communicated to Paul the condition of the church in
Colosse, and informed him of the threatening danger from
unsound teachers. Tychicus had received from Paul the
letter to the Colossians, containing such wonderful revelations
concerning the person and work of Christ, and the believer’s
fullness in Him. All the Colossian errors were met by the
Holy Spirit in this Epistle and much more was added.
Onesimus, the runaway slave, who in believing the Gospel
had become the spiritual son of the Apostle and a brother
beloved to his master Philemon, carried that beautiful little
epistle of recormmendation and courtesy to Philemon. The
Epistle to the Ephesians* was also committed to Tychicus.
Never before and never after were such weighty and blessed
documents entrusted to human messengers.

In the Epistle to the Colossians Paul makes the statement,
“Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation
of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the Word of
God” (Col. i:25). To fulfil the Word of God does not mean,
as often stated, that Paul fulfilled his ministry and was faith-
f}ll in it. It means rather that to him was given the revela-
tion which makes full, or complete, the Word of God. The

R

*Some scholars claim that the words “at Ephesus” should be omitted
and that the Epistle was not addressed to the Ephesians. The evidence
is found in the fact that the Epistle does not contain any messages of
personal greetings. We believe that the Epistle was first sent to the
church at Ephesus and then passed on to other places, so that it was a

nd of a circular letter. The Epistle mentioned in Col. iv:16 was
undoubtedly this Epistle.
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highest and most glorious revelation, which the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has been pleased to give,
He communicated through the Apostle Paul. The two pri-
son Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians embody
this completion of the Word of God. The Ephesian
Epistle holds the place of pre-eminence. The revela-
tion which is given in this Epistle concerning believing
sinners, whom God has redeemed by the blood of His Son.
and exalted in Him into the highest possible position, is by
far the greatest revelation. God is revealing His own loving
heart and tells out by His Spirit how He loved us and
thought of us before the foundation of the world. He shows
forth the riches of His Grace and now makes known the
secret He held back in former ages. How rich it all is!
Like God Himself, so this revelation, coming from His loving
heart, is inexhaustible. We may speak of Ephesians as the
rich Epistle of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, rich in mercy, tells us of the exceeding riches of His
Grace in kindness towards us through Christ Jesus. But
even this definition does not tell out half of all the Glory
this wonderful document contains. It is God’s highest and
God’s best. Even God cannot say more than what He has
said in this filling full of His Word.

In the Psalms we read: “The heavens declare the glory
of God and the firmament showeth His handiwork” (Psalm
xix:1). We lift up our eyes and behold the wonders of
God’s creation, which He called into existence by His Son
and for Him (Col. i:19). Here in this Epistle another
heaven is opened. If the heavens of Creation are so wonder-
ful and their depths unfathomable, how much more wonderful
are the Heavenlies into which Christ has entered, where
He now is seated, far above all principality and power and
might and into which God’s Grace has brought us in Him!
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The opening chapters of this Epistle may rightly be
called ““the Masterpiece of God,” for they reveal His Master-
work and the Riches of Grace. These three chapters
contain this great revelation. What God has accomplished
in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to the praise of the Glory
of His Grace, how He makes believing sinners one with
His Son, sharers of His fulness and His Glory, this is the
revelation of these chapters. All was planned before the
foundation of the world, while elsewhere in these chapters
{ii:7), the eternity to come is mentioned. From eternity to
eternity are the boundaries of these three chapters.

The church, the body of Christ, the fulness of Him that
filleth all in all, the one body in which believing Jews and
Gentiles are united, the building growing unto an holy
temple, the habitation of God by the Spirit, and the ultimate
destiny of that body, are further revelations of these marvel-
lous chapters.

Now the central verse of these chapters is found in ii:10.
“For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God has before ordained, that we should
walk in them.” The word “workmanship” arrests our
attention. It is the Greek “Potema,” from which our word
“Poem” is derived. It is a beautiful thought in itself to
think of those who are saved by Grace, and united to Christ
as “the poem of God.” But the word “Poiema” may also
be rendered “Masterpiece.”

Only once more is the same word found in the original
language of the New Testament Scriptures. In Romans i:20
it is used in connection with the physical creation. God
has produced two great masterworks in which He manifests
His power. He called the universe into existence out of
nothlng What He, as the omnipotent One can do, is seen
in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the



8 UNSEARCHABLE RICHES

sustenance of His creation. His eternal power and Godhead
are revealed in creation (Rom. i:19-20). But the creation
of the universe out of nothing is not the greatest masterpiece
of God. God has done something greater. He has pro-
duced a work, which reveals Him in a far higher degree.
That greater masterpiece is the redemption of sinners. God
took only six days to bring order out of the chaos of the
disturbed original creation and to call into existence the
present earth and heavens, but He spent forty days with
Moses in directing him to build the tabernacle, because the
work of redemption is more glorious than the work of
creation. In this greater work He manifests “the exceeding
greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according
to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at
His own right hand in the heavenly places” (i:17-20). God
. planned this great work before He ever created the universe,
and the universe was called into existence in anticipation of
this greater manifestation of God’s glorious power. How
God planned it before the foundation of the world, the
work of the Godhead in the accomplishment of it, the
details of His masterpiece and the mystery connected with
it, we hope to follow in this exposition.

God’s creation may be studied with the telescope and
with the microscope. With the telescope we study the
heavens and see the great constellations and millions of
heavenly bodies. We take the microscope and examine the
drop of water and behold there the marvels of creation. A
telescopic sweep of this Epistle is insufficient. The micro-
scopic examination brings out its wonders.

“The student of the Epistle to the Ephesians must not
expect to go over his ground too rapidly; must not be
disappointed, if the week’s end finds him still on the same
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paragraph, or even on the same verse, weighing and judging,
—penetrating gradually, by the power of the mind of the
Spirit, through one outer surface after another, getting in
his hand one and another ramifying thread, till at last he
grasps the main cord whence they all diverged, and where
they all unite—and stands rejoicing in his prize, deeper
rooted in the faith, and with a firmer hold on the truth as
it is in Christ. And as the wonderful effect of the spirit of
inspiration on the mind of man is nowhere in Scripture
more evident than in this Epistle, so, to discern those
things of the Spirit, is the spiritual mind here more than
anywhere else required.”*

And the more we read and study this Epistle, the more
we will be impressed with the greatness and the glory of
the revelation it brings to our hearts. It is a theme for
eternity. How needful the study of this Epistle is for us
in these days! The truths revealed will keep us in the days
of apostasy and lift us above the materialistic spirit of the
times. Without earnest and continued meditation on the
great truths made known in this Epistle, spiritual growth
and enjoyment are impossible. May it please the Holy
Spirit to lead the writer and the reader into a better and
deeper heart knowledge of His wonderful Grace.

*Dean Alford. Prolegomenas



THE ANALYSIS OF EPHESIANS
Chapters I-III

The Epistle to the Ephesians is composed of two parts.
In chapter iv:l we read, “I therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the calling where-
with ye are called.” With the fourth chapter the second
part of this Epistle begins. The preceding chapters, the
first three, then tell us of the calling wherewith the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has called those, who
believe in His Son, and from the fourth chapter to the end
of this letter we find exhortations to walk worthy of that
calling. To walk worthy as a Christian it is needful to
know the calling wherewith He has called us. In the first
great prayer in this Epistle we read, “That ye may know
what is the Hope of His calling.” Every Christian believer
must know the Calling above everything else. The true
knowledge of it is to govern our lives on earth.

Chapter I. How God planned for and works in the
production of His Masterpiece.

1. The Introduction. Verses 1-2. )

2. The Great Doxology. Verse 3.

3. The Plan and Work of the Godhead. Verses 4-14.

A. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.

a. Chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the
world. Verse 4. ‘

b. Predestinated us unto the Son-place in Christ. Verse 5.

c. Made us accepted in the Beloved. Verse 6.

“To the Praise of the Glory of His Grace.” Verse 6.

B. The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

a. Redeemed us through His blood. Verse 7.

10
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b. The Revelation in Him of the mystery of His will.
Verses 8-10.

c. In Him we obtained an Inheritance. Verse 11.

“To the Praise of His Glory.” Verse 12.

C. The Holy Spirit of God.

a. Quickened by Him in hearing and believing the Gospel.
Verse 13.

b. Sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise. Verse 13.

c. The Earnest of our Inheritance. Verse 14.

“Unto the Praise of His Glory.” Verse 14.

4. The parenthetical Prayer to the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory. Verses 15-23,

A. Thanksgiving. Verses 15-16.

B. The Prayer for Enlightenment in the Knowledge of
Him. Ferses 17-18.

a. To know the Hope of His Calling (God the Father).
Verse 18.

b. To know the riches of the Glory of His inheritance in
the Saints (God the Son). Verse 18.

c. To know the exceeding greatness of His power to
us-ward, who believe (God the Holy Spirit). Verse 19.

C. The Manifestation of the Power to us-ward. Verses 20-23.

a. Christ raised from the dead. Verse 20.

b. Seated at God’s right hand far above all. Verses 20-21.

c. All things under His feet. Verse 22.

d. Head of the Church, His body. Verses 22-23.

Chapter II:1-10. The Masterpiece produced.

1. What Man is by Nature. Verses 1-3,

A. Dead in Trespasses and Sin.  Verse 1.

B. Enemies of God under the Prince of the Power in the
Adir.  VPerse 2.

C. Children of Wrath. Verse 3.
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2, What God does rich in Mercy. Verses 4-6.

A. The foundation: His great love wherewith He loved
us.  John 1i1:16. Verse 4.

B. Giving Life together with Christ.  Verse 5.

C. Hath raised us up with Him. FVerse 6.

D. Seated us in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Verse 6.

3. The Destiny of the Masterpiece. Verse 7.

The Ages to come.

4. Saved by Grace through Faith. Verses 8-10.

A. The positive statement. Saved by Grace. Verse 8.

B. The negative side: Not of Works. Verse 9.

C. The Purpose of the Masterpiece. Verse 10.

a. His Workmanship.

b. Created in Christ unto good works.

Chapter II:11-II1:21. The Mystery of the, Masterpiece,
the Church, the house of God and the Body of Christ.

1. The Conditions of the Gentiles. Verses 11-12,

A. Called the Uncircumcision. Verse 11.

B. What they were. Verse 12.

a. Without Christ. (Aliens).

b. Strangers to the covenants.

c. Without Hope and without God.

2. But Now in Christ Jesus. Verses 13-18,

A. Made nigh by the blood of Christ. Ferse 14.

B. What the work of Christ has accomplished. Verses 15-18.

a. He is our Peace; made both One. Verse 14.

b. Broken down the middle wall.

¢. Abolished the law of commandments in ordinances.
Verse 15.

d. To make one new Man. Verse 15.

e. In Himself.

C. The Reconciliation. Verse 16.
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a. Both (Jews and Gentiles) reconciled unto God in
one body.

b. The enmity slain.

c. By the Cross.

D. The Peace and Reconciliation preached. Verse 17.

a. To those afar off (Gentiles).

b. To them that were nigh (Jews).

E. The gracious Result.  Verse 18.

Both have access by one spirit unto the Father.

3. The great Relationship of the Masterpiece. Verses
19-22.

A. The relationship changed. Verse 19.

a. No more strangers and foreigners.

b. Fellow citizens with the Saints.

c. Of the Household of God.

B. The church as the Spiritual House. Verse 20.

a. The foundation of the house laid.

b. The chief cornerstone.

C. The Holy Temple. Verse 21.

a. Building framed together.

b. Growing unto an holy temple.

D. The Church, the habitation of God through the Spirit.

4. The ministry of the Mystery of the Masterpiece.
Chapter III:1-13.

A. Paul the prisoner of Jesus Christ. Ferse 1.

B. His Ministry concerning the Masterpiece.  Verses 2-5.

a. Made known by revelation.

b. The mystery of Christ.

c. Hidden in other ages.

d. Now made known by the Spirit.

C. The M ystery revealed. Vo erse 6.

a. Gentiles fellowheirs.

b. Of the same body.
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c. Partakers of His promise in Christ.

D. Paul made a Minister of it. Verse 7.

a. According to the gifts of His Grace.

b. According to the working of His Power.

E. The Proclamation of the unsearchable Riches. Verse 8.

a. The Apostle’s humility.

b. The unsearchable riches of Christ.

F. The dispensation of the mystery and its purpose. Verses
9-10.

a. To make all see what it is. Verse 9.

b. To show the manifold wisdom of God to the heavenly
principalities and powers. Verse 10.

c. According to the eternal purpose. Verse 11.

d. Access with confidence. Verse 12.

e. The tribulations of the Minister of the Mystery.
Verse 13.

5. The Prayer unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Verses 14-19.

4. The Prayer unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
FPerses 14-15.

B. The Petitions of the Prayer. Verses 16-19.

a. To be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man. Verse 16.

b. That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. Verse 17.

c. Rooted and grounded in love.

d. To comprehend with all saints. Verse 18.

e. To know the Love of Christ. Verse 19.

f. To be filled with the fullness of God.

6. The Great End Doxology. Verses 20-21.

This marvellous section of the Word of God begins with
a great doxology (i:3) and ends with another great outburst
of Praise. All is unto the Praise of the Glory of His Grace.



CHAPTER |

HOW GOD PLANNED FOR AND WORKS IN THE
PRODUCTION OF HIS MASTERPIECE,

1. The Introduction. “Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will
of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in
Christ Jesus. Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.,” (Verses 1-2.)

The introductory words of this great Epistle are in tune
with the great revelation it contains. It is interesting to
compare the opening words of the different Epistles. In-
spiration is as much manifested in the introductions and
greetings, as it is in the great doctrinal unfoldings of these
precious documents. In Romans Paul speaks of himself in
the beginning of the Epistle as separated unto the Gospel
of God; in the words of introduction all the leading features
of that Gospel are revealed, because Romans unfolds the
Salvation of God. In the Epistle to the Corinthians among
whom the leaven of worldliness was working, the fact of their
sanctification is put in the foreground: “sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called Saints.” Galatians is characterized in the first
verse as the Epistle in which the Holy Spirit gives the
defense of the apostolic authority of Paul and of the Gospel
he preached: “an apostle, not from men, nor through man.”
Colossians too has its characteristic introduction, while in
the Epistle to the Philippians Paul does not speak of himself
at all as an apostle, but associated with Timotheus, he speaks
as a fellow-servant and fellow-saint.

Without showing these peculiarities in the opening
sentences of the other Epistles we point out that “the will
of God” is made prominent in the very brief introduction
of our Epistle. Paul means “little.” It is the name Saul
of Tarsus assumed with the conversion of Sergius Paulus in

15
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Paphos (Acts xiii:7-9). The name tells of the great humility
of the Apostle, which is elsewhere more fully expressed in
this Epistle (Chapter iii:8). And his apostleship is by “the
will of God.” It is to be noticed that the will of God is
repeatedly mentioned in the first chapter. All the blessings
mentioned flow forth from the will of God. What God hath
done for us in Christ Jesus is “according to the good pleasure
of His will” (Verse 5); “having made known unto us the
mystery of His will” (Verse 9); “who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will” (Verse 11). This will of
God reacheth back before the foundation of the world. It
made the erstwhile persecutor of the church of God the
Apostle of Jesus Christ, through whom that blessed will of
God is now fully revealed.

“To the Saints which are at Ephesus and to the faithful
in Christ Jesus.”” We stated before that the words “which
are at Ephesus” are not found in the best manuscripts. It
is of little or no consequence. The Epistle may have been
sent from one assembly to another, and in all probability
is the one mentioned in Colossians iv:16. There is no
mention made of the church at Ephesus, though the Epistle
contains the fullest revelation of the church,we have in the
Word of God. Individual believers are addressed as Saints
and as faithful in Christ Jesus. The words “Saints and the
faithful” do not mean, as it has been supposed, two classes
of believers in Ephesus. All believers are constituted saints,
“separated ones.” But a Saint may not be faithful. Many
who are saved by Grace and called Saints are unfaithful in
their walk and testimony. The believers addressed are such,
who live in faithfulness in Christ Jesus, manifesting in
practical holiness their calling as Saints. And to such the
Holy Spirit can give the highest and the best; He was un-
hindered to make known unto them the blessed revelation
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this Epistle contains. This is still an important principle.
This address to “the Saints and faithful in Christ Jesus”
corresponds to the division of the Epistle. In the first
three chapters we learn that God has made us His Saints in
Christ, and in the last three chapters we are exhorted to
walk in faithfulness.

Then follows the salutation so full of blessed meaning.
“Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.”” These words are often termed a wish,
a prayer or a blessing. They are more than that. Grace
and Peace from the Father and His ever blessed Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ are bestowed upon us, and they are put
at the beginning of this and other Epistles to assure the
people of God, that these unfathomable blessings, Grace
and Peace, are on our side. No matter how weak and
imperfect those may be who are saved and sheltered in Christ,
Grace and Peace will never be withholden from them. The
Holy Spirit never mentions Himself in these salutations to
the Saints. They are always exclusively from the Father
and the Son. The Holy Spirit is 7z the Saints of God.

2. The great Doxology. “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.” (Verse 3.)

This great doxology should constantly be as an outburst
of praise upon the lips of God’s redeemed people. It stands
at the beginning of the great revelation of this Epistle,
without doubt the greatest doxology in the entire Word of
God. And when we reach the end of these three marvellous
chapters we find another outburst of praise recorded. ‘Unto
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
unto Him be glory in the church in Christ Jesus unto all
generations for ever and ever. Amen” (iii:20-21). Between
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these two doxologies are found the unfathomable riches of
the Grace of God towards us in Christ.

The third verse, the beginning of the Epistle itself, is
the key to the great revelation which follows in this chapter.
It is the bud which the Holy Spirit gradually unfolds.

The Godhead in blessing sinners is revealed in this
doxology. First we find the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the author of all blessings. We are
to bless Him for the blessing which He has bestowed upon
us. We are to give the blessings back to Him in praise.

In the second place we learn that the blessings are in
Christ.  In His Son, God has blessed us. He gave Him for
us. He came, died and was raised from the dead. In Him
we have believed and in Him, with whom we are one Spirit,
God has blessed us.

Then in the third place we read of the blessings, what kind
of blessings they are, spiritual blessings; they are therefore
communicated by the Holy Spirit. And how many such
blessings has He given? Our authorized version states
“with all spiritual blessings.” The correct rendering is
“with every spiritual blessing.”” There is then no blessing
whatever, which God can give, which He has kept back
from those who are in Christ. All God, the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, can give in spiritual blessings, He
has given. It is a most blessed fact! God has now come
forth and revealed what He can do for such as we are and
how great are the exceeding riches of His Grace. In Old
Testament times God had His people Israel. To them He
promised earthly blessings. But greater than the blessings
of the earth are the blessings He has given to us in Christ.
What these blessings are we shall discover in the verses
which follow.
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The phrase “in heavenly places” should be translated
“Heavenlies.” It is peculiar to this Epistle. We find the
Heavenlies mentioned five times. Chapter 1:3, 19; ii:6;
1ii:10 and vi:12. It has a twofold meaning, the nature of
the blessings which are ours in a risen and ascended Christ,
and the locality where our Lord, the Head of the body is.
In the Heavenlies where He is now, the church will be with
Him. As we review this doxology we find the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit mentioned. The God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed us; these blessings are
in the Son and as spiritual blessings they are communicated
by the Holy Spirit.

What follows is very interesting. From the fourth verse
to the fourteenth we find the blessings stated with which we
are blestin Christ. Generally these blessings are enumerated
by expositors of this Epistle, and seven of them are pointed
out. There seems to be a better key to unlock the verses
which speak of these blessings. Three times in these verses
we read of the praise of God, of His Grace and His Glory.

Chapter i:6, “To the praise of the Glory of His Grace.”
Verse 12, “That we should be to the praise of His Glory.”
Verse 14, “Unto the praise of His Glory.”

Each of these words of praise mark the end of what is
said about the different persong of the Godhead, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. In Verses 4-6 we read of what
the Father has done; Verses 7-12 reveal what we have and
are in the Son, in Christ; Verses 13 and 14 reveal the work
of God the Holy Spirit. Thus we have the work of the
Godhead in our behalf represented in this chapter.

3. The Plan of the Work of the Godhead. Verses 4-14.

4. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘“According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him; in
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love having predestinated us unto the Sonplace by Jesus Christ to
Jimself according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.”
(Verses 4-6.)

These three verses reveal the blessed work of God the

Father. Three great facts are mentioned of Him. He hath
a. Chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the Word.
b. Predestinated us unto the Sonplace in Christ.
¢. Made us accepted in the Beloved.

How wonderful these statements are! Here we are face
to face with revelation. To deny this would stamp these
words as the lying imaginations of a deceiver, absolutely
unreliable and untrustworthy. Only a direct revelation
from God can acquaint us with that which took place before
the foundation of the world. In the first verse of the
Bible we read of God’s original Creation. “In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth.” How many
millions of years ago this took place is not revealed, nor can
human science ever find it out.* But here revelation takes
us before the foundation of the world. Whatever is in
God’s eternity, that unfathomable existence without a
beginning, is beyond man’s ability to know anhd therefore
unrevealed. In the words before us the Spirit of God makes
known the great truth, that God before even the world
existed planned His Masterpiece, how He would make known
the exceeding riches of His grace. With Him in all eternity, -
resting in His own bosom was His Only Begotten Son, the
Son of His Love. In Him, by Him and for Him all things,
visible and invisible were called into existence. Before even
this creation was effected, God knew the outcome. Surprise

*The guesses of Science on the age of the earth are amusing, They
range from 20 million years to 400 millions. None of the eminent

scientists have ever been able to agree on a fixed number. And if
they did, it would still be guesswork.
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is an impossibility with God. Fe knows the end from the
beginning, “Known unto God are all His works from the
beginning of the world” (Acts xv:18). Before He created
the highest creature, him who was the Cherub that covereth
(Ezek. xxviii:14), God knew that he would become the
Devil. The whole story of man’s fall; dragged down by the
fallen Lucifer (Isaiah xiv:12) into sin and death, was not
hidden from God. He knew all what would come to pass.
The whole human race as it was to come into existénce was
known to Him and every member in that race. Well
may we exclaim with David, when the Spirit of God unfolded
to him God’s omniscience, “Such knowledge is too wonderful
for me; it is high, I cannot attain to it” (Psalm cxxxix:6).
And then God made provision. He made the “ages” in
His Son (Hebr. i:2-3). Then He chose us in Him that we
should be holy and without blame before Him. This deep
and blessed statement refers to the Saints of God, who
constitute the Church, the body of Christ and as such the
Glory of Christ (Chapter 1:23). In Ephesians we find the
fullest revelation concerning the church, that mystery,
which was not made known in former ages (Chapter iii:5).
Here on the threshold of this sublime revelation we are told
that the church was in the mind of God before the foundation
of the world. Before His blessed Son ever came to this
earth for redemption, before He ever died on Calvary’s
Cross and rose from the dead to return as the glorified Man
into God’s presence, before the Holy Spirit ever came to
form that body, God knew the members of it, all who would
constitute the body of His Son, the church. And as such
He has chosen them that they should be holy and without
blame before Him. How men with a show of learning have
wrestled with these statements and by their theories and
opinions have made the words “election” and “predestina-
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tion’” obscure and difficult! Depths are connected with the
statements before us which we cannot fathom. And God
forbid that we should ever try to explain the actions of
God’s Sovereignty or judge Him by our own thoughts. We
bow in adoration and worship in the presence of such a
statement ‘“‘chosen in Him before the foundation of the
world.” Israel as the elect earthly people will give us a
little help. In Old Testament times there were many
nations, nations of culture, learning and power. Yet God
did not take them up, but let them go their own way. But
what does He say concerning Israel? “Hear this Word
that the Lord hath spoken against you, oh children of Israel,
against the whole family which I brought up from the land
of Egypt, saying, you only have I known of all the families
of the earth” (Amos iii:1-2). Israel is His elect earthly
people; but their election is never spoken of as having been
before the foundation of the world. Israel was chosen in
time. The Saints of the New Testament times, which
constitute the Body of His blessed Son, are chosen before
there was a world. That body, the church, is an out-
gathered company, its number is known to God alone, be-
cause He has chosen them. And this choice of God declares
that in Christ we should be, even as we are (blessed be His
Name) “holy and without blame.” It means that we
become thus partakers of His nature, the nature of God,
and therefore a nature capable of communion with God, a
nature to which no blame is attached. This God willed
and this is the portion of every believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Grace of God bestows it upon us. And our
destiny as we shall see, the destiny of the elect body of
Christ, the Church, is not in connection with the earth, but
in the Heavenlies, even as we are chosen before there was
an earth.
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The words “in Love” with which Verse 4 ends, we believe,
belong to the sentence which follows in the next verse, so
that we read, “In love having predestinated us into the
Son-place through Christ Jesus by Himself according to
the good pleasure of His will.” It was love which purposed
all this, the love which passeth knowledge. The words
before us reveal the position, which God has given to those
whom He hath chosen in Him before the foundation of the
world. The authorized version speaks of ‘‘adoption of
children.” This hardly expresses it correctly. Believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ are not adopted into the family of
God; they are born into the family. The Greek has only
one word “Son-place.” We are placed into the position of
Sons. Not alone hath God given to us His own nature, but
He gives us, because we have that nature in and through
His Son, the place as Sons. Think of what God might have
done for those, who by wicked works are His enemies. He
might have given us the place of unfallen angels, the wonder-
ful ministers of Heaven. What mercy that would have been!
Or He might have lifted us to the dignity of an Archangel,
full of beauty and power. But even that would not have
been the very best He could have done in the riches of
His Grace and Love. He has made us Sons, like the Son,
whom he raised from the dead and seated at His own right
hand. Sons of God, like His Son, destined to be joint heirs
with Him and forever with the Lord; this tells out the marvel-
lous story of God’s riches in Grace. He gave to His Son,
risen from the dead, a better name and a better inheritance
than the angels. And this we share in Him according to
the eternal will of God.

And all this is “according to the good pleasure of His
will” Not according to our works, nor according to the
appreciation or apprehension of all this, as some have stated.
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Our works and actions have absolutely nothing to do with
this. All we do is to accept in faith that, into which God
has brought us according to His will. It is all of God. How
else could it be, if it was all done in His will before even a
human being existed.

Before we pass to the third statement, a brief word on
“predestination.” This word, which means “marked out”
is nowhere found in connection with the Gospel, nor does it
say anywhere in the Word, what some have said, that God
has predestinated human beings to be lost. But while we
do not read that He ever predestinated any one to be lost”
we read “God would have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. ii4).
God has nothing to say to a lost world about predestination.
His Grace, bringing salvation has appeared unto all men.
God’s offer of salvation is therefore to all.

“Whosoever will” and “Whosoever believeth” are the
glorious terms of God’s good news to all alike. But when we
believe, we know that we are chosen and predestinated.
Those who have believed on Christ are predestinated and
they possess the Son-place. Then having believed, we know
that we were chosen in Him before the foundation of the
world. '

And in all this God shows what His Grace can do. “To
the Praise of the Glory of His Grace.” God could not
manifest the Glory of His Grace with angels; but with
sinners in the bondage of sin and death, on the road to
eternal death and punishment, He was enabled to show it
all forth. In the gift of His Son He has made it known.
This modern Gospel of “salvation by character” is surely a
wicked thing, a soul-destroying delusion. It robs God of
the Glory of His Grace. Let us magnify Grace! Let us
give Him the Praise and the Glory, and as being saved by
Grace let us live to the Praise of the Glory of His Grace!
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And in the third place we read that we are made accepted
in the Beloved. Mark, it does not say “‘in Christ” but in
the Beloved. This is extremely precious. Christ is the
Beloved of God and as chosen in Him, partakers of the
divine nature, predestinated unto the Son-place, we are
“the Beloved of God called Saints.”” The Love wherewith
God loveth the Son is the Love with which we are loved.
We are as dear to God as He is Himself, who was always
His delight. “Nearer my God to Thee, nearer to Thee,”
is often sung by those who do not know anything of what
Grace has done. We cannot be nearer to God, nor dearer
to Him, than we are in Christ, the Beloved. Accepted in
the Beloved, means that we rest in Him on the bosom of the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh! come and
let us praise His Name.

B. The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

“In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His Grace, which He hath made to
abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence; having made known
unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which
He hath purposed in Himself, for the administration of the fulness of
times to head up all things in the Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; in Him, in whom also we obtained an inheri-
tance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will, that we should be to the
praise of His Glory, who have trusted beforehand in Christ.”” (Verses

7-12.)

These verses put before us the Son of God, what He has
done for us in His work, and the riches of God’s Grace, which
abounds in Him towards all who have believed. We
discover three things, which are stated here:

a. Redeemed us through His blood. (Verse 7.)

b. The Revelation in Him of the mystery of His will.
(Verses 8-10.)

c. The inheritance we have obtained in Him. (Verse 11.)

And all this is “to the praise of His Glory.” (Verse 12.)
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The Beloved One, having been mentioned in Whom we
are accepted, we read at once of His work. The Son of God
came from the Father’s bosom to this earth to redeem us,
so that God’s eternal will might be carried out. Redemption,
the taking out of the condition in which we are by nature,
is a necessity, and has been forever accomplished by the
blood of the Son of God, which He shed on the cross. Three
Greek words are translated by redemption, giving us its
blessed meaning. Agorazo, which means, to buy in the
market. It is used in the following passages: 1 Cor. vi:20;
2 Peter ii:1; Rev. v:9; xiv:3-4. Exagorazo, to buy out of
the market, used in Gal. ii1:13 and iv:5. Lootruo, to liberate
on the receipt of a ransom, used as a verb and noun in Luke
xxi:24 and 28; Romans iii:24; viii:23; 1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:7,
14; iv:30. It is this last word which is employed here.
Through His blood the Son of God has taken us out of the
condition in which we are. He paid the price and has set
us free. The redemption we have in Him is a settled thing.
We know it belongs to us. But it means more than the
forgiveness of our sins. The riches of His Grace revealed
in redemption through His blood includes all our needs as
sinners. The blood has redeemed us, set us free, from all
things in which we are by nature. All we have, all we are,
all we shall have and shall be are the blessed results of
redemption by blood. We are delivered from the wrath to
come (1 Thess. 1:10), as well as “out of the present evil
age” (Gal. i:4). We are delivered from the power of dark-
ness (Col. i:13), yea, “He gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself
a peculiar people zealous of good works” (Tit. ii:14). These
things we have, they are ours in Christ while we wait down
here for the full “Son-place,” the adoption, the redemption
of our body (Rom. viii:25). The forgiveness of sins is, so
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to speak, the foundation, and upon this follow all the other
precious gifts which God is enabled to bestow according to
the riches of His Grace, because His blessed Son shed
His blood.

How little all this is enjoyed by those who have believed
in Christ! How great the ignorance of many of God’s
people concerning the riches of His Grace, which He hath
made to abound towards us! So many lack the fullest
assurance to which every believer is entitled, and have but
little knowledge of all they have entered upon and they
have received, when they trusted in Christ. And it is this
knowledge of the riches of His Grace we are told to con-
template, and which will be the means of drawing us close
to Himself. As we know this and enjoy it, we walk in
separation from this present evil age, out of which we are
redeemed. It will not leave us barren nor unfruitful, but
produce in our lives fruit to the Praise of the Glory of
His Grace.

The words which follow put before us some blessed and
deep truths. Redeemed through His blood, having redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
Grace, He hath made known unto us the mystery of His
will.  God wants His elect, His church, to know the secret
things of His will and what He hath purposed in Himself.
Therefore He hath made the riches of His Grace abound
towards us in all wisdom and intelligence. God has been
pleased to make known in Christ the mystery of His will.
It is the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret
since the world began (Rom. xvi:25), so that we know in
Christ and through Christ the fulness of His purpose. That
mystery of God 45 Christ, in which are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge (Col. ii:3). Christ, who has
redeemed us by His blood, was raised from the dead. God
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“set Him at His own right hand in the Heavenlies”—“He
hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all” (Chapteri:21-23). ‘This
is the mystery: that Christ risen from the dead, seated at
the right hand of God, is the Head and those who believe on
Him constitute the church, His body. This body is destined,
according to the eternal purpose of God, to share the Glory
of the Head. This purpose is still in the future. The
administration (or dispensation) of the fulness of times has
not yet come. When it comes all things will be headed up
in the Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on
earth. We must notice it speaks of “The Christ,” which
means Christ, the Head, and the church, His Body. Marvel-
ous Grace which has reached down to us and makes us one
with Him, who, in accordance with His Father’s will, shares
His own Glory and Inheritance with those who are in Him,
the Sons of God! “The administration of the fulness of
times” will come when He, who occupies now the Father’s
throne, comes again and receives His own throne. Then
all things will be put in subjection under His feet; He will
be supreme and the reconciliation of things on earth and
things in heaven (not things or beings under the earth) will
take place. Creation itself, disturbed and so fearfully
marred by the fall of man, will be put back into its original
condition. The administration of the fulness of times is the
age to come, when righteousness will reign as Grace reigns
now; the kingdom age, when He has taken His inheritance
and reigns as King over the earth. In that day of Glory He
will bring His many sons unto Glory (Heb. i1:10), and, more
than that, “He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that have believed” (2 Thess. i:10).
This is the glorious mystery of His will made known unto
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us who are, through the riches of His Grace, the heirs of
God and fellowheirs with Christ.

Of this inheritance we read in the words which follow:
“In Him, in whom also we obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated, according to the purpose of Him, who worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will, that we should
be to the praise of His Glory, who have trusted beforehand
in Christ.” It is all “in Him,” in this precious and deep
portion of God’s holy Word. A brief review will demonstrate
this. We are blessed “in Christ” with every spiritual
blessing (Verse 3). We are chosen “in Him” before the
foundation of the world (Verse 4). He hath accepted us “in
the Beloved.” [t is “in Him” we have redemption, and
“in Him” we have obtained an inheritance. Apart from
Christ there is no blessing, no redemption, no Glory. Reject-
ing Christ and the price He paid for our redemption, His
blood, means eternal death, eternal darkness, eternal wrath.
It is a solemn fact that apostate Christendom, that Christless
Christianity and bloodless Gospel, rejecting God’s Son and
God’s only Gospel, is rushing on towards the judgment of a
holy and righteous God.

The inheritance of Christ, which belongs to Him as the
glorified Man, we have seen before; He will receive it when
“the administration of the fulness of time” comes. In Him
we have obtained an inheritance; we are called of God to
share the inheritance of His Son in the ages to come. It is
equally true that we are as redeemed by His blood, His
inheritance. How wonderful it all is! We shall see Him as
He is and then we shall be like Him; transformed into His
image that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
We shall possess with Him His inheritance, for we are joint
heirs with Christ. We shall be with Him wherever He is in
Glory, for the body must be where the Head is; forever with
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the Lord. 'This is the inheritance we have obtained in Him.
But what it all means. Only eternity will disclose the un-
searchable riches of our Glory in Him and His Glory in us.
And it is “to the Praise of His Glory.” Before we heard of
‘““the Praise of the Glory of His Grace” (Verse 6), which
speaks of what He has done for us in raising us from the
dunghill of our sin, misery and shame. But “the Praise of
His Glory” will be fully manifested in the day of His Glory,
when He appears with His saints. Of this He spoke in His
prayer, “that the world may know that Thou has sent me,
and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me” (John xvii:23).
When He appears and leads forth in triumphant splendor
His redeemed ones, all reflecting His Glory, then the world
will know and He will get “the Praise of His Glory.”

Those mentioned here who “trusted beforehand in Christ,”
are Jews who have entered by faith into this blessed relation-
ship and who possess now something infinitely higher and
more glorious than the nation will possess when the Lord
Jesus comes to restore His earthly people. In fact the “we”
in these two verses refers to believing Jews, while the “ye”
in the verse which follows means believing ‘Gentiles. Both
classes constitute the church, the body of Christ. Into this
the second chapter enters more fully.

May it please the Holy Spirit to make these blessed truths
concerning our place and our inheritance in Christ more
real tous. Our walk depends upon our believing contempla-
tion of all these riches of His Grace. A little time is left us
here. May we enter with our hearts more fully in all this
and manifest His Grace, the Grace which stooped so low
and has lifted so high, in a separated walk and devoted life,
till we obtain the inheritance “to the Praise of His Glory.”

C. The Holy Spirit of God.
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“In whom ye also having heard the Word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation; and having also believed in Him, ye were sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise. Who is the earnest or our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the Praise of
His Glory.” (Verses 13, 14.)

In these words the Holy Spirit reveals His own work in

God’s Masterpiece. Here again we notice three things:

a. Hearing and believing; the Quickening by the Spirit.
(Verse 13.)

b. The Sealing by the Holy Spirit of Promise. (Verse 14.)

c. The Holy Spirit the Earnest of our Inheritance.

These words are of great importance. The Son of God
came to this earth to redeem us and because He has finished
the work the Father gave Him to do, the Holy Spirit, the
third person of the Godhead has come to do His work.

Three words are prominent in the thirteenth verse, the
words “heard,” “believed’ and ““sealed.” They go together.
The Word of Truth, the Gospel of Salvation must be heard
and believed; the hearing and believing results in the sealing
with the Holy Spirit of promise. The Holy Spirit indwelling
the believer is the earnest of the inheritance until the redemp-~
tion of the purchased possession takes place.

The Word of Truth, the Gospel of Salvation is the medium
through which the Holy Spirit works. In the second chapter
of this Epistle we read of the condition in which all men are
by nature “dead in trespasses and sins.” The Holy Spirit,
the Spirit of Life and Power can alone reach this condition
of death. He quickens us in our spiritual death, but He
does His work through the Word of Truth, the Gospel of
Salvation. “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
Word of God” (Rom. x:17). The Word which is to be
preached is “the Word of Faith” (Rom. x:7). Through
this Word the Spirit of God operates and reaches the heart
of man “for the Word of God is living, and powerful and
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sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of sou! and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow and judgeth the thoughts and reasonings of the
heart” (Heb. iv:12). It is evident that inasmuch as “faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” that
the hearing of the Word is the means through the power of
the Holy Spirit to produce faith. Hearing and believing
the Word of Truth, the Gospel of Salvation, the Holy Spirit
then acts and we are “born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and
abideth forever” (1 Pet. 1:23). This explains the words of
our Lord to Nicodemus “except a man be born of the water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God” (John 1iii:5).

But too little of this Word of Truth and the Gospel is
preached in our days. Some of the professional evangelists
instead of preaching the Word and the Gospel, tell all kinds
of anecdotes, which make people laugh and sometimes blush.
A number of these men employ “slang” words and are
extremely vulgar in the language they use. These same men
seem to be after the money of the people and collect thousands
of dollars for a few weeks of so-called “revival services.”
They attract large crowds and claim marvellous success in
the conversion of thousands. But is this really the work of
the Holy Spirit? Does the Spirit of God use silly anecdotes,
often mixed with falsehoods, or can He use vulgar language
to quicken sinners dead in trespasses and sins? These
questions we must answer in the negative. These “revivals”
are often discovered to be counterfeits. The supposed
conversions were attempts at reformation produced by
soulical emotions, or, what is even worse, a “religious
affiliation” without salvation. All these attempts to reach
men apart from the clearcut presentation of the Gospel of
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Salvation are the most dangerous tactics the arch-hater of
the Gospel, Satan, uses. The Holy Spirit uses the Word of
Truth. We repeat it again, “Faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God.” What is needed is to preach
the Word in fullest assurance and confidence that the Holy
Spirit with His power is doing His work in His own way
by it. No Gospel preacher need to trouble himself about
the results of his preaching. The Spirit of God uses the
message, though the results may not be seen at once.

All who have heard and believed are sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise. The authorized version is misleading
“In whom also after that ye believed” should be rendered by
“and having also believed in Him ye were sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise.” Some teach that a person may
have believed in Christ and not have received the sealing
with the Spirit. 'The claim is made that between believing
in Christ and the sealing with the Spirit years may intervene,
and that the sealing with the Spirit must be sought in a
definite experience. All these claims have no foundation in
Scripture. The sealing with the Spirit is not an inward
experience, which must be sought after conversion and which
is obtained by self-surrender. Sealing is a figurative expres-
sion. The seal is a mark of ownership. As soon as a sinner
hears the Gospel, believes in Christ, the Holy Spirit comes
to him and makes His abode there. In this way God seals
His own who believe in His Son, by giving to them His
Spirit. Every believer is therefore indwelt by the Holy
Spirit, and by this, God marks us as belonging to Him, while
the Holy Spirit in us is the assurance of our security, for
He keeps all in whom He dwells. The seal is therefore the
Holy Spirit Himself, and His presence in the believer denotes
ownership and security. The sealing with the Spirit is not
an emotional feeling or some mysterious inward experience.
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Nowhere are we told to “feel” that we are scaled; we know
it because the Word of God tells us so. And the Holy Spirit
is the Spirit of promise, because He was promised and has
come in fulfilment of the promise of the Father and the Son.

But He is also the Spirit of promise in the believer, for
His presence promises better things. He is the earnest of
our inheritance, the pledge that in the future we shall come
into possession of our full inheritance. The gift of the
Holy Spirit is the first installment, so to speak, of the Glory
which belongs to us. When we come into full possession of
the inheritance He ceases to be the earnest, but He Himself
will never leave us in all eternity.

The inheritance is here also called “the purchased posses-
sion.” It has been fully paid for and is therefore completely
purchased. But it speaks here not only of “purchase”
but also of the ‘“redemption” of our inheritance. The
purchase price was the Blood; the redemption of the pur-
chased possession will be by power. Our inheritance, the
purchased possession, is in the Heavenly places. This
heavenly sphere is still in the grasp of Satan “the prince of
the power in the air.” With his demons he tenants the air
and the Heavenly places, which are part of Christ’s inheri-
tance and, therefore, ours as well. That such is the case we
find in the last chapter of this Epistle, where we read of
our present warfare which is “against the wicked spirits in
the heavenly places” (vi:12). But this purchased possession
which belongs to Christ and to us will not always be left in
the power of Satan and his angels. The power of God will
fully recover it in the future. Revelation xii gives us the
most interesting prophetic history of this. Satan and his
angels will be cast out of heaven and the redeemed of God
will take possession of the wonderful inheritance above. The
redemption of the purchased possession begins with the
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rapture of the Saints, when all His Saints are caught up in
clouds to meet Him in the air. This is followed by Satan
cast out of heaven. The redemption by the power of God
will be consummated in the personal and glorious Manifesta-
tion of our Lord to establish His Kingdom over the earth.

And now before we turn to the prayer which concludes the
first chapter of this great Epistle we must have a review of
this great revelation we have found thus far, concerning the
work of the Godhead, in the production of the Masterpiece
of God in redemption.

1. We found God the Father has chosen us in Christ before
the foundation of the world. God the Son came down from
Heaven’s Glory and redeemed us by His Blood. God the
Holy Spirit quickens those who hear and believe. He is
here because Christ finished His work on the Cross.

2. God the Father has predestinated us unto the Son-place.
God the Son reveals, to all who are sons with Him, the mystery
of His will, concerning the future of the new creation. God
the Holy Spirit because we are sons possesses us and keeps
those whom He possesses. He is the Spirit of Sonship.

3. God the Father has accepted us in the Beloved. God
the Son has given us in Himself an inheritance. God the
Holy Spirit is the earnest of that inheritance.

Surely this is revelation from God. So blessedly simple,
so profound that all the eternal ages will not suffice to sound
its depths. No man could have ever discovered or invented
such a plan. Let us bow before it in worship and yield our
lives “to the Praise of the Glory of His Grace.”

The second half of this chapter contains a prayer. It is
the first prayer in the Epistle; the second prayer is found at
the close of the third chapter. Let us notice that the greatest
revelation of God given in Ephesians has these two prayers
connected with it. The revelation is given that we might
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enter into the knowledge of it and enjoy it in our hearts,
even ‘“‘to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” Prayer
is needed for this. As we read these blessed truths we must
make them our own.

A. Thanksgiving, Verses 15-16.

“Wherefore I also, having heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus,
and love unto all the Saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers.”

These are the words with which Paul introduces his prayer
for the Ephesians. He had heard of their faith and love.
Faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all the Saints are the
leading and blessed essentials of true Christianity. Grace
works these in our hearts. Neither faith nor love can be
learned or acquired by man’s own efforts; both are the result
of the work of the Holy Spirit. “No man can say that Jesus
is Lord, but by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. xii:3). ‘““The Love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
who is given unto us” (Rom. v:5). Without this faith in
the Lord Jesus, love unto all the Saints is impossible, and
where there is true faith in the Lord Jesus, there must be
love unto the Saints. If our hearts lay hold by faith of
the great truths contained in the first part of this chapter
and the Lord Jesus, and our wonderful position in Him and
blessing is enjoyed by us, the love unto all the Saints will
be manifested. It is the fruit of faith in the Lord Jesus.
It is by this love that we know we have passed out of death °
into life, “We know that we have passed out of death into
life, because we love the brethren” (1 John iii:14). “Who-
soever loveth Him that begat, loveth him also that is be-
gotten of Him” (1 John v:1).

And let us notice the little word ““all.” The Love of God
which is shed abroad in our hearts includes all the Saints of
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God, not alone a little circle of such who see eye to eye with
us in all things, not alone the Saints we know and are of an
amiable disposition, but it takes in all, no matter what they
are, and where they are, all who are born of God. He loveth
them all and His Love in our hearts must needs embrace
all whom He loveth. How little of this love unto all the
Saints is in evidence in our days! May we always think
whenever we come in touch with Saints who appear unlov-
able, who either oppose us or who do not share all our views,
that the Lord Jesus loves them, loves them as much as He
loves us. We must bear with them as He bears with us.
This is one of the true tests of spirituality, love unto all the
Saints. In the peculiar days in which we live, the last days
of this age, when Satan tries to divide the flock of God as
never before, may we love all His beloved people and reach
out after the weak and stumbling ones of the flock. Let us
remember that God hath chosen them with us before the
foundation of the world, that He has accepted them as He
has accepted us in the Beloved. May we never forget that
the Lord Jesus died for them as He died for us, and that the
same Holy Spirit who abides in us, is also in them. Then
we shall make mention of all the Saints in our prayers. It
is a blessed occupation, into which the Holy Spirit will
lead us to pray for the Saints of God, besides giving thanks
for them. Whenever a fellow believer has misunderstood
us or the enemy attempts to sow the evil seed of jealousy
between ourselves and other Saints, the best way, yea the
only way, to overcome the evil is by prayer. When there is
prayer for the Saints and the love for them is nourished by
the prayer of intercession, the enemy will find it difficult to
bring in his discord. Paul made mention of them in prayer
and what he asked for all the Saints we find revealed in the
verses which follow. But we must remember the mighty
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One, who stood behind the penman of these words, the
Holy Spirit. It is therefore more than the prayer of the
Apostle Paul for the Ephesian Christians. It is the prayer
of the Holy Spirit for all the Saints. What the Holy Spirit
desires for those who belong to Christ, to know and to
enjoy, is now made known. The Spirit who prays is the
Spirit of power, who can and will make all good to us.

B. The Prayer for Enlightenment in the Knowledge of
Him, Verses 17-18.

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Him, the eyes of your heart being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the Saints, and what the exceeding greatness of His
power to usward, who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power.”

The prayer here is addressed to “the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory.” The prayer in the third
chapter is made to “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
This corresponds most beautifully to the blessed revelation
in the first 14 verses of this chapter. “God and Father” are
the blessed words, which stand in the foreground of this
Epistle. God is Light and God is Love. The first prayer
is a prayer for light, that His redeemed people may know,
be enlightened; therefore it is addressed to the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The second prayer in the third chapter
is for love, and therefore addressed to the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

If we look a little closer at the words “the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory,” we shall discover
their marvellous meaning. God who hath chosen us and
predestinated us before the foundation of the world is “the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The whole blessed story of
the Gospel is revealed in this sentence. Here is the fact
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that God gave Him, who is His Only Begotten. The Son
of God came to this earth and humbled Himself, appearing
in the form of a servant; this is expressed in the word““Jesus,”
His Name in humiliation. The titles “Christ and Lord” tell
us of His resurrection. “God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts ii:36).
The only time the Lord Jesus spoke of God as His God was
on the Cross, when he said, “My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?”

But after His resurrection He speaks again of His God
and in a most blessed connection. He said to Mary “Go
unto My brethren and say to them I ascend unto my Father
and your Father, and to My God and your God” (John
xx:17). Thus His God, the God who gave Him, who
delivered Him up for us, who raised Him from the dead, is
our God. We are brought into the same blessed relationship
with Him. This is the only correct and scriptural way
how we should address God “Our God and our Father, the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”; anything less
than that cannot have the approval of the Spirit of God.*
And what does the expression “the Father of Glory” signify?
From Him, “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,” He who
raised Him from the dead and gave Him Glory, Glory
proceeds. First He gave to Him, who was made sin for us,
glory. We see Him now crowned with Glory and Honor at
the right hand of God. But the Glory He has received will
be by-and-by shared by the church, His body. Thus the
words “the God of our Lord JesusChrist” takes us in the
past; the title “Father of Glory” looks forward into the
future. The God of our Lord JesusChrist has accomplished

*Qs . .
Sir Robert Anderson in a recent volume, ““The Honor of His Name,”

b?s called attention to the unscriptural use of the name of our ever
essed and adorable Lord, a very timely warning.
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the work for us in His Son and Glory, eternal Glory, is now
before us.

In Verses 17-19 we find three petitions and with these,
in which we see the three persons of the Godhead indicated,
we shall now be occupied. First we notice, however, that the
desire is expressed that God “may give unto you the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes
of your heart being enlightened.”

This does not mean that they had not yet received the
Holy Spirit. We saw they were, as every true believer is,
sealed by that Spirit of promise, which means, the gift of
the Spirit. There is no second giving of the Spirit promised.
It means that the Spirit might operate as the Spirit of Wisdom
and Revelation. He is in all believers, but in few He can
manifest His full power as the Spirit of Wisdom and Revela-
tion. And the Holy Spirit will impart “the knowledge of
Him.” TIf we desire to know Christ more fully, the Spirit
of God as the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation will give us
this knowledge. He enlightens the eyes of our hearts.*
It is the heart, the new nature in the believer, which alone
can take in the great truths revealed in the Masterpiece of
God. The human intellect cannot grasp these truths; the
Spirit of God must enlighten the eyes of our spiritual nature.

And now the three petitions “that ye may know.” ;

1. The first is “that ye may know what is the Hope of
His calling.” This is the calling of the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory. What then is His calling?
For what has He called us? Into what is He bringing those
whom His Son redeemed? It is infinitely more than to have
our sins forgiven, as some have explained it; or to get to
heaven. We do not hope to have our sins put away, but

*The authorized version has ‘““the eyes of your understanding,”
which is an incorrect translation.
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we know they are put away. We do not hope to get to
heaven, we know that we are there in Christ, through Grace.
Romans viii:29 gives us the Hope of God’s calling. “For
whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.” The hope of His calling
is to be One with Him, whom God raised from the dead and
gave Him Glory. Every sinner saved by Grace will eventu-
ally bear the full image of the Firstborn from the dead.
“We shall see Him as He is and shall be like Him.” The
church, the body of Christ this Masterpiece of God, will be
joined to the Head and they shall be One. This is God’s
calling; this is into what He brings redeemed sinners. The
Holy Spirit must enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we
can get fresh glimpses of this high and holy calling, and He
must keep this calling constantly before our eyes. There is
no other way to have and to enjoy the reality of this. If
but this knowledge of His calling, our glorious destiny in
Christ and with Him, is entered in by God’s children, it would
mould their lives and keep them in the place of separation.
May it please the Holy Spirit to enlighten afresh the eyes
of all His people, so that they may know this great calling
and walk worthy of it. And how soon this calling of God
for which we earnestly hope may become an actual fact!
A little while longer and “He that shall come will come.”
Itis then that we shall come into possession of our inheritance.

2. The second petition is that we may know “the riches
of the Glory of His inheritance in the Saints.” Now again
we read of “riches.” “For ye know the Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, though He was rich, yet for your sakes became
poor, that ye by His poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. viii:9).
The riches into which God, the Father of Glory, has brought
us through Him, who laid His Glory by, is told out in this
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Epistle. It is the rich Epistle of our riches in Christ. “The
Riches of His Grace” (Ep. i:7); “the Riches of the Glory
of His Inheritance” (i:18); “Rich in Mercy” (ii:4); “the
exceeding Riches of His Grace” (ii:7); ‘“the unsearchable
Riches of Christ” (iii:8); “according to the Riches of His
Glory” (iii:16); these are the passages in which we read of
His Riches towards us and our Riches in Him.

And what is the meaning “the riches of the Glory of His
inheritance in the Saints?” We have an inheritance, and
He has us for His inheritance. He is our inheritance, and
we are His inheritance. The Glory of Christ’s inheritance
are the Saints, for whom He died, the many sons He brings
to Glory. The church is the fulness of Him, who filleth all
in all. The Saints are the gift of the Father to the Son.
He said in His high-priestly prayer, “I am glorified in them.”
What are the riches of the Glory of His inheritance in us,
we cannot fully fathom at this time. In that blessed day,
when He receives His inheritance from the Father’s hands,
we shall inherit with Him, and He will have His inheritance
in the glorified Saints. “He will rejoice over thee with joy,
He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing”
(Zeph. iii:17). Though this is spoken of Israel it is equally
true of the church. Knowing this, that before us is a
future of Glory with Him, though we cannot grasp the
fulness of that Glory of His inheritance in the Saints, our
hearts even now rejoice and give to Him the praise and
adoration, which belong to Him. Oneness of Glory with Him
and the Father is the never ending destiny of the blood-
bought Saints.

3. And the third petition is that we may know “the
exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe.”
The context shows what the power is, which is mentioned
here and which i8 on our side. When God called His
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Masterpiece, the Universe, into existence He manifested His
great power. He called all into existence out of nothing.
What great power it was by which He created all things!
In His great Masterpiece in Redemption, He also made
known His power and the exceeding greatness of His power
is now to usward, who believe. It is put on our side.

What is this power? The concluding verses of this chapter
give the answer. Look to the Cross. There the ever
blessed Son of God suffered and died. He bowed His blessed
head after he had spoken the precious, never to be forgotten
words, “It is finished.” He who knew no sin was made sin
for us, and by the shedding of His blood paid our debt.
His body was laid in the tomb. On the third day the
mighty power of God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
opened the tomb and “He raised Him from the dead.”
But more than that, the mighty power of God lifted Him up.
He passed through the heavens, higher and higher, until
He was carried by the mighty power of God into the highest
heaven and seated at God’s own right hand, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name thatis named. And still more than that. The mighty
power of God put all things under His feet and made Him
head over all to the church, which is His body, the fulness
of Him, that filleth all in all. In the highest Glory, with
the highest possible Glory upon Him, is the Man Christ
Jesus. His presence there, taken from the tomb, through
the heavens into Glory, tells of the fullest accomplishment
of God’s Masterpiece.

And now the power which raised Him from the dead,
which seated Him at God’s own right hand, which put all
things under His feet (though we do not yet sez all things
put under Him) is on our side. It is to usward who believe.

€ can count as His redeemed ones on this resurrection
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power. How is it to usward? When we believe and that
life is imparted unto us, even eternal life, that power is
there. In our lives as His people down here, in the conflict,
in temptations, every step of the way, this mighty power
is on our side. Oh! for faith to realize this constantly, that
we are indeed risen with Christ. The Holy Spirit is in us
as the Spirit of power to give us the victory. And finally
the mighty power of God will be to usward in “that day”
when the blessed Head, our Lord Jesus Christ, will give the
shout from the air, when the Saints, who fell asleep (as to
the body) will rise first, when =e¢ who are alive and remain
will be changed in the twinkling of an eye, in a moment,
and caught up together with them in clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. The same power which raised Him and
carried Him through the heavens, will bring His complete
church into Glory.

In the presence of the words of Verse 23 one feels more like
worshipping than trying to expound its meaning. Marvellous
words! It tells out the blessed Masterpiece of God. Christ
the Head, the church, chosen in Him before the foundation
of the world, the body. The Head is in Glory; the body
not yet joined to the Head. He waits in Glory; the Saints
wait on earth. The Body needs the Head, but the Head
also needs the Body. “The Christ” will be complete when
the Body is joined to the Head by the mighty power of
God. The church as His Body is His fulness; it makes Him
complete. And when that is reached, when Head and
Body, Christ and the church, are united in Glory, then will
the hope of His calling be realized and He will have the Glory
of His inheritance in the Saints, and we shall know the
exceeding greatness of His power to usward.

Concerning the church, as the Body, the Masterpiece of
God, we shall hear more in the chapters which follow.



CHAPTER 11
THE MASTERPIECE PRODUCED
Chapter 11:1-10

After the great revelation of the first chapter and the
prayer which followed, the production of the Masterpiece
itself is now brought more fully into view. We have before
us a revelation concerning our state by nature and how God
takes us up and produces out of such material His Master-
piece. The first ten verses of this chapter give us this story.
These verses belong to the richest of the whole Word of God.

1. What Man is by Nature. (Verses 1-3.)

“And you, who were dead in trespasses and sins, wherein in times
past ye walked according to the course of this woild, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience; among whom also we all had our conversation
in times past in the lusts of our flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as others.”

What Man, Jew or Gentile, is by nature, is first brought
forward. The contrast between the Epistle to the Romans
and that to the Ephesians is interesting. In Romans the
Spirit of God demonstrates at length the guilt and un-
righteousness of the whole world. Gentiles without the law
and the Jews with the law are seen equally guilty and lost.
All have sinned. Jews and Gentiles are all under sin. The
divine verdict is “there is none righteous, no, not one.”
(Rom. iii:910). God stops every mouth and shows that the
whole world is guilty and lost (iii:19). Upon that dark
background God writes the story of His love in His blessed
Son, and reveals His righteousness, which is by faith of
Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all that believe. He reaches
down into the terrible pit where man is as sinner and dis-

45
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covers the way out, leading forth in the Epistle to the
Romans, till the summit is reached in the eighth chapter.

In Ephesians nothing is said of Man’s condition in the
opening chapter. God speaks of Himself and His sovereign
Grace first of all and leads us far higher than in the Epistle
to the Romans. And after He has made known His plans
and His work, after He has revealed the riches of His Grace
and into what He brings those who believe on His Son, He
tells us what material we are. Our desperate condition in
which we are by nature is uncovered.

A. Dead in Trespasses and Sins.

The first description shows that man is by nature in the
state of death. This is spiritual death. While in Romans
the conduct of Man as a sinner is made prominent, here it
is the condition in which man is. Man is dead spiritually,
dead towards God, because man is conceived and born in
sin. The entire Word of God bears witness to this condition.
The spiritual death of man is the foundation fact of the
Gospel. If man were not in that condition, he would not
be in need of salvation. Our Lord emphasized this condi-
tion. He told the religious Pharisee Nicodemus, the moral
and learned ruler of the Jews, one of the finest types of the
natural man, that he had no life and “must be born again.”
In His great discourse in the fifth chapter of the Gospel of
John, our Lord makes the declaration that man is spiritually
dead. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my
Word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into judgment; but is passed from
death unto life” (John v:24). This shows clearly that as
long as man does not believe on the Son of God, he is in the
state of death, and only Grace by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ can change that condition. Again He said, “Verily,
verily I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when
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the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they
that hear shall live” (John v:25). The dead in this verse
are not the physically dead, for He speaks of those in Verses
28-29 of the same chapter. He describes the condition of
man spiritually and shows that He alone can change this
condition. And His power to raise the physically dead was
abundantly demonstrated when He raised Lazarus from the
dead, after he had lain four days in the grave. Lazarus dead,
in the darkness, and corruption of the grave, may well be
used as a picture of man as he is in his natural state. The
scholar, the learned, the moral man, the philanthropist, all,
no matter what they are or have made of themselves, if
unregenerated, are dead towards God; they are in the
darkness and corruption of spiritual death. This is a hard
saying for the twentieth century. We hear much of the
“better self” or “the good spark’” which is in everybody.
Appeals are made to live better and cleaner lives, but the
truth God has revealed concerning man, that he is dead in
trespasses and sins, is but little believed.

B. Enemies of God under the Prince of the Power of
the Air.

The next verse tells us of the walk in which the natural
man is found. It is according to the course of this world,
according to the Prince of'the Power of the Air, the spirit
which now worketh in the children of disobedience. It fully
reveals the awful place in which man is as dead in trespasses
and sins. 'The walk is according to the nature; the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are the
governing principles of this walk. All are enemies of God
by wicked works. And behind all there stands the Prince
of the Power of the Air, Satan. He works in the children
of disobedience, which here means the Jews. Of this our
Lord spake when He said, “Ye are of your father, the devil
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and the lusts of your father ye will do” (John viii:44),
And again it is written, “He that committeth sin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning” (1 John iii:8).
It is a solemn truth, which God has revealed concerning our
condition as fallen beings, that we are in the grasp of the
Prince of the Power of the Air; that man is under this mighty
Being of Darkness. To what a place of degradation man
has been brought by sin! This likewise is disbelieved by
the great majority of professing Christians. A personal
devil is ridiculed and his existence denied. But all these
denials cannot change the true condition as made known by
the Spirit of God. These denials emanate from this very
Being, whose work is to blind the eyes of man so that he
cannot see his real condition before God. As long as the
natural man has not received that life, which God offers in
His Son, he is dead in trespasses and in sins, and is forced to -
walk according to the course of this age, held in captivity by
sin and Satan, whose slave he is.

C. Children of Wrath.

The “you” of the first verse is addressed to the Ephesians,
who were of the Gentiles, and their unsaved condition is thus
pictured. When in this verse it is stated “among whom
also we had our conversation,” the Apostle shows that the
Jews were in the same condition. And he adds, “and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” The Spirit
of God shows the Gentiles and Jews by nature are the
children of wrath. The wrath of a holy and righteous God
rests upon many in this awful condition. “He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him” (John iii:36). No Millennial Dawnist, Restitutionist,
or as some call themselves, “Reconciliationist,” nor any of
the other errorists of the present day, can disprove this
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simple and solemn statement. They attempt an explana-
tion, but fail in it. The truth revealed that we are “children
of wrath” by nature and remain children of wrath as long
as we are outside of Christ, is increasingly denied. What a
significant fact, that God has revealed to us our true condition
in which we are by nature! And man denies this revelation
and refuses to believe what God saith about him. This
denial is found in all the cults of Anti-christianity, such as
the new Theology, Christian Science, Modernism, Russell-
ism or Millennial Dawnism, Bahaism, Theosophy and a
number of others.

But where is there a true child of God, saved by Grace,
enjoying the knowledge of the Gospel with its blessed depths
and marvellous heights, who denies the truth of the first
three verses of the second chapter of Ephesians? We
know it is our true photograph. We acknowledge it all to
be true. Such material God has to produce out of it His
great Masterpiece.

2. What God does, rich in Mercy. (Verses 4-6.)

After this dark picture of death, ruin and wrath, we read
of what God has done and does for all those who are in that
condition, who believe on His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
We shall find how, in the riches of His Mercy, He reaches,
in His Son, down to these conditions of death and despair
and gives life in place of death, raises up with Christ out of
the conditions of enmity and Satan’s power, and changes all
who believe, from children of wrath, into children of Glory.
It is a marvellous, 2 most blessed revelation given in a
few sentences.

4. The foundation. The great love swherewith He loved us.

“But God who is rich in mercy, for the great great love,
wherewith He loved us” (Verse 4). This is the precious
bridge, which leads out of the dark and dreary, hopeless
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condition, How beautiful are the first two words of this
verse! How sweet they are to faith. But God! There are
many “But God” in the Bible, and it is well for the reader
of the Word of God to notice them. When human power is
ended, when man’s help fails, when all is dark, when hope
is gone, then “But God”! May our faith constantly lay
hold upon it, and whenever difficulties arise, trials and
troubles surround us and unsurmountable obstacles, moun-
tains, confront us, may we cry triumphantly, “But God!”

And so here in our passage. Man is helpless; Man in
himself is hopeless. What can one do who is dead? What
can a person do who is the slave of a powerful being, whose
chains cannot be snapt by a puny effort? What can one
expect who has deserved only wrath? But God! God now
comes to the front and makes known that towards such as
we are, He is rich in mercy. Rich in Mercy! How often
one hears this. Who does not talk of the mercy of God?
Hindus, Mohammedans, Unitarians, Bahaists, all talk of
God being merciful. But God who is righteous cannot be
rich in mercy unless His righteousness is satisfied and His
mercy rests completely upon that righteousness. And this
is blessedly the case. He has loved us with a great love.
For that great love with which He has loved us, He is now
towards such as we are, “rich in Mercy” and can take us
up and out of our condition. John 1ii:16 tells us of that
great love. He gave His only begotten Son. He made
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us. He put the cup of
wrath to His blessed lips. and He drank the last drop of it,
which was our due. The Lord Jesus Christ met all the
claims of God’s righteousness, and now God is rich in Mercy,
for the great love wherewith He loved us.

On account of this great Love wherewith God has loved
us, which enables Him, who s righteous, to be rich in mercy,
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God can take up lost sinners and lift them so high. How
God does it is now revealed in a few words.

B. Quickened us together with Christ.

“FEven when we were dead in sins hath quickened us together with
Christ” (by grace ye are saved). (Verse 3.)

The verse and that which follows in which we read of the
believer’s resurrection with Christ and being seated in
Christ in the heavenlies, takes us back to the time when our
blessed Saviour Lord was quickened and raised from the
dead and seated in Glory. It is plain what God did for
Him, who died on the Cross, He has done for all, who believe
on His Son. Many Christians are ignorant of this great
truth, while others have difficulty in grasping it. Yet it is
quite simple. Every Christian believes that when the Lord
Jesus suffered on the Cross He bore their sins in His own
body on the tree. With the Apostle Paul every believer
is entitled to say in looking back to the Cross, “He loved Me,
He gave Himself for me.” We know all our sins were paid
for by His work; all the punishment we deserved fell upon
Him, our gracious substitute. In Him we died. All this
happened when we were not in existence at all. The sins
He bore were not yet committed. God knew all about us
and all about our sins and shame, the punishment we
deserved, and His ever-blessed Son took all upon Himself.
In the same sense God hath quickened us with Christ, raised
us up and seated us in Him, when He did this for His Son
our Lord Jesus Christ. This is simple, yet so wonderful
and deep, that it is incomprehensible. It was all done for
us, who believe, when it was done for Him. God in His
marvellous counsels in redemption has associated us with
Christ. He has made all, who believe on Him, sharers of
His life and nature; He brings them into the same relation-
ship as sons, and finally into the same Glory and Inheritance.
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Let us bear in mind that all this was done for us in Christ.
He is the first One whc was quickened, raised up and exalted
in Glory, and associated with Him are all His members;
we share it with Him.

But from this high point of God’s counsels we must
descend and speak now of our individual quickening and
how all this becomes our blessed and real portion by faith
in Jesus Christ. Before we do this, we call attention to the
word “together.”” It is generally misapplied. Many read
as if it meant we are ‘“‘quickened together with Christ.”
If this were the meaning, the word “together’” would be
superfluous; it would be sufficient to say ‘“quickened with
Christ.” The word “together” has reference to “Jews and
Gentiles’’; these two, as seen elsewhere in this chapter, are
made one and both are quickened with Christ.

The word “quicken” is an old English word and means
“imparting life.”” We learned from the first verse of this
chapter that man is dead in trespasses and sins. Our
condition is that of spiritual death. But God in His great
masterpiece of redemption has life for us, which He imparts
as His gift. That life is spiritual and eternal; it is the
Life of His Son, who died and was raised from the dead.
“Verily, verily 1 say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it dies it
bringeth forth much fruit” (John xii:24). "He went into
death and the grave, but came forth out of the grave. It is
this life of the Son of God the sinner receives, when He
believes on Him. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
everlasting life and shall not come into judgment, but is
passed from death unto life. Verily, verily I say unto you,
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of Ged; and they that hear shall live”
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(John v:24, 25). As soon, then, as a sinner believes on the
Son of God, casts himself as a lost sinner upon Christ, he
receives life, eternal life, as the gift of God.

How little this great, yet simple fundamental Gospel truth
is known and enjoyed among the great mass of professing
Christians. Some years ago a Y. M. C. A. Secretary showed
us a large number of cards, which had been signed during
an evangelistic campaign. The cards were in the form of a
pledge. “From now on I promise to lead a better religious
and Christian life.” We asked the Secretary how it is
possible for a person to lead a better life, when that person
has no life at all. Before there can be a better life, a life
lived to please God, there must be the communication of
spiritual life, of which man by nature is destitute. “They
that are in the flesh cannot please God,” because they that
are in the flesh are simply natural men, without the new
nature. The Gospel does not come to man demanding to
do better, to stop lying or stealing, to lead a better life. The
Gospel does not say, Do and act right and you shall have
life. The Gospel offers life to man dead in trespasses and
sins. When that life, the gift of God, is received by faith
in Jesus Christ, the doing follows. Only as we receive this
life can we live and walk in righteousness.

There is a beautiful parable concerning Jerusalem in the
Book of Ezekiel, which fully illustrates this (Ez. xvi:1-14),
“Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy
father was an Amorite, and thy mother a Hittite”” (Ez. xvi:3).
What a parentage! It fully illustrates Psalm li:5, “Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
me.” And when that child was born, it was cast out.
“Thou wast cast out into the open field to the loathing of
thy person, in the day that thou wast born.” It pictures
our condition by nature. Sin has put us into the “open



54 UNSEARCHABLE RICHES

field” (the world), and put us iuto the desperate condition
in which this little one is seen. And what could this child
do, laying in its own blood in the open field? Could it
help itself, wash itself, save itself and lead a better life?
Absolutely impossible! It needed salvation, and it found
salvation, not by its efforts, but from the Lord who passed
by. “And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted
in thine own blood, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy
blood, lize/” In mercy He beheld the miserable, lost little
one and the first thing He did was to speak the word of Life
and by it communicated life to the one doomed in death.
All this shows forth the Gospel concerning life. It is the
first thing our Lord does, when He finds us, giving us life.
In the same parable we read what else He did for the child.
He entered into covenant with the child, “ahd thou becamest
mine.” “I washed thee with water” . . . “I anointed thee
with o0il.”” He clothed the child, provided shoes, covered it
with silk. “I decked thee also with ornaments, and I
put bracelets upon thy hands and a chain on thy neck. And
I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears,
and a beautiful crown upon thy head.” What did the child
do? Nothing whatever. From the word “Live’” to the
beautiful crown, which was placed upon its head, it was all
His work. This is what Grace does for all who believe
the Gospel.

“By Grace are ye saved.” Blessed be God in all eternity
for these precious words, which are given here for the first
time in this Epistle! Salvation is by Grace, and is all from
His side. God has accomplished the mighty work for us.
We could have nothing to do with it, for it was all planned -
before the foundation of the world; it was done when we
were not at all in existence. And as we trust in Christ we
are saved by Grace. We do not hope to be saved at last.
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Nor do we work to be saved. The Grace of God has saved
us, we have eternal life and can never perish.

C. Raised us up together.

“And hath raised us up together.” This leads us on in
the mighty power of God in the production of His Master-
piece. Quickening and Resurrection are not one and the
same thing. As already stated, quickening means the giving
of life. Resurrection, however, is the placing of that given
life into the proper sphere. By the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ we are justified. Nothing can now be laid to
the charge of God’s elect, nor can there be any more con-
demnation (Romans viii:31-39). In Him, therefore, whom
He raised from the dead, God has given to us a new and
blessed position. We are taken from among the dead; we
have received His life and now occupy in resurrection the
blessed place before God, which He occupies as the First-
begotten from the dead. We are Sons of God, the beloved
of God, called Saints, and no longer as enemies of God in a
guilty distance from Him. We are fully accepted in the
Beloved. We are as near in Him to God as He is. That
is what it means, “raised us up together.”

D. Seated in Christ Jesus.

“And made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.” 'This leads us still higher. Grace must do all it
can do, or it would not be Grace. God is going to get now
the highest Glory for Himself by making known the riches
of Mercy towards those who are in Christ. If He had
stopped short of the wonderful declaration before us, His
Grace would not have been exhausted. It would be un-
finished. But He has done it all. Besides giving us life
and placing us in the blessed position as sons in resurrection,
He has seated us in Christ Jesus in the heavenly places.
Quite often the statement is quoted as “made us sit together
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in heavenly places with Christ Jesus.” This is incorrect.
We are not seated with Christ, but tn Christ. When He
comes again, we shall be with Him and share His glory.
Here we have the very summit of Christian position. We
are not alone representatively, but also virtually, sitting
in Christ in the highest Glory. Not alone have we life in
Him, but He is our life. Therefore our life is hid with
Christ in God. In Him, who is our life, we are seated in the
heavenly places. How far above man’s thought and expecta-
tion all this is! Who would ever have dared to reach as -
high as that! And how little we can enter into the fullness
of all this. Yet it is given to us to enjoy now in faith by
believing what God hath told us, without being able to
comprehend its heights and depths. Oh! that indeed the
eyes of our hearts may be enlightened, that we may know
the hope of His calling.

It is worth the while to review in a brief word the blessed
revelations given in the first six verses of this chapter.

We saw first what man is by nature. Dead in trespasses
and sins; this stands in the foreground. Enemies of God
under the Prince of the Power of the Air; this is the result
of such a condition. Children of Wrath, because we are
dead, His enemies and linked with Satan.

And now God has come in with His mighty Power in the
production of His Masterpiece. He gives life so that the
dead condition is ended. Instead of enemies, we are consti-
tuted, by the resurrection of His Son, beloved sons of
Himself. And in Christ Jesus, He makes of us children of
Glory, instead of children of Wrath. Marvellous Master-
piece of God! May we praise Him for it all.

But one must ask in view of such riches of Grace, as
revealed in the preceding verses, What is the purpose of all
this? The verse which follows gives the answer. We find
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ourselves face to face with the purpose of Glory in the
destiny of His Masterpiece.
3. The Destiny of the Masterpiece.

“That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (Verse 7.)

In the first place let us notice that the little word “us”
now refers to all, the “together” in Verses 5 and 6, believing
Jews and Gentiles. The Masterpiece of God is not so
much the salvation of the individual as it is the church,
the body of Christ into which believing Jews and Gentiles
are put by the Holy Spirit. Only once was this great truth
mentioned at the close of the first chapter, when we read
that Christ is the head of the church, “which is His body,
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” We have refrained
from enlarging on this fact that the church, the body of
Christ, is God’s Masterpiece, because in the second half of
this chapter and in the one which follows the truth concerning
the church is more fully revealed.

The verse before us revealing the destiny of God’s Master-
piece is one of the richest and deepest of the whole Word of
God. It is strange that some of the leading and most
analytical expositors of Ephesians have failed to grasp its
meaning. They apply it in a way which is all cut of keeping
with the scope of the first part of this chapter. “The ages
to come” are explained by them as the present Christian
age; of the different periods of our dispensation, they speak
of “ages.” Their interpretation is, that God shows now
in this dispensation, in every period of it, the exceeding
riches of His Grace in those who are in Christ. Anyone
can see that this view is incorrect, for the Word of God never
speaks of a dispensation being composed of ages.

“The ages to come” are future ages, which follow the
Present age. This verse forms a kind of a mountain-peak
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in this Epistle. We look into the past eternity without a
beginning and hear what God willed before the foundation
of the world; we look in the future and hear of “ages to come.”

The greater part of evangelical Christendom holds a very
hazy and decidedly unscriptural view concerning the “ages”
of time and eternity. The different ages of the past, the
present age and the ages to come are something foreign to
many Christians. The great dispensational truths of the
Word of God have been grossly neglected. It has avenged
itself in a fearful way. The enemy has taken advantage of
this. Evil teachers like the notorious “Pastor Russell,”
with his “Plan of the Ages,” etc., have brought out a little
of the dispensational facts, but mixed with it the most deadly,
soul destroying errors, which are a curse to the professing
church and by which thousands have become ensnared.
The prevailing idea, that the present age in which we live,
is the last age, and that when it ends no other age will
follow, has no foundation whatever in the Scriptures; it is
totally unscriptural. The present age will end. How it
ends and that another age will follow is fully revealed in the
prophetic Word. The coming age is that of “the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of times” (Chapter i:10), the Kingdom
age, when the Kingdom will be established on this earth and
the Lord Jesus Christ will exercise His Kingly ruleand
authority, showing forth His Kingly Glory. When the
Kingdom age ends and this earth is consumed by fire (2 Peter
1ii:10) there will be 2 new heaven and a new earth. Then
the eternal state—the eternal age—is reached.

Of this we read here and a revelation is given concerning
these ages to come. God is going to make known His Glory
through and in His great Masterpiece. The word “show”
means “to exhibit”—“to display.” His purpose concerning
the future then is “that in the ages to come He might display
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the exceeding (surpassing) riches of His Grace in kindness
towards us in Christ Jesus. The age in which we live
loves to display. Every few years there is an “‘exposition”
somewhere, when all the great achievements of the age are
displayed. Man in his day prides himself with his power.
But this boasting age will end in the predicted crash, when
all high things will be laid low and this boasting, Christless
civilization will be swept by the fires of divine displeasure
and judgment. It is then, when the present age closes and
man’s display comes to a sudden end, that God will begin
His display, His exposition.

He opens the Heavens and brings forth Him, who is
now unseen, the Man in Glory at His right hand. His
Glory will cover the Heavens, when He shines forth in
His royal Majesty and comes in great power and glory.
What a day it will be when He sends Him back, the First
begotten from the dead! And He will not be alone. His
Saints follow Him. FEach reflects the Glory of Himself.
The Son brings His many sons into glory. He is then
glorified in His Saints and admired in all them that believed
(2 Thess. i:10). What a wonderful display of power and
glory that will be! God displays His Masterpiece; the
Christ, the Head and the Body. He shows to all the beings
of the Universe what He has accomplished, and thus displays
the surpassing riches of His Grace. Throughout the
Kingdom age this unspeakable display will continue. The
Lord and His Church will be together in the Glory of the
new Jerusalem and will reign over all.

But this is not all. In the eternal age, from eternity to
eternity, God is continuing in this. He will bring forth
something new in Glory, new riches of Himself for those who
are one with His well beloved Son. From eternity to
eternity He displays the surpassing riches of His Grace in
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kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. How one is over-
whelmed in the presence of such a statement! And how
little after all we can understand all those coming riches in
Glory. What a destiny! The heart may well cry—nothing
but Glory! What is the little suffering, the little while
down here, in comparison with such never ending Glory!

A word of caution here is also needed. Of late the teaching
is being circulated that in eternal ages God will work towards
a restitution of all things. These unscriptural teachers call
themselves “reconciliationists.”” According to them the
ages to come will bring God’s grace to all the lost and they
will be saved. But where does it say this? Certainly not
in the Word of God. Their theories are obtained by a
process of reasoning. The passage here speaks only of
those ““in Christ Jesus.”

4. Saved by Grace through Faith. (Verses 8-10.)

A. The Positive Statement. (Verse 8.)

“For by Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God.”

And now once more the Spirit of God emphasizes this
great fact “saved by Grace.” Salvation and all it includes
is the gift of God. But what about faith? Is that also the
gift of God? Assuredly. It is not of ourselves to be able
to believe and accept God’s Word, nor is it an accomplis h-
ment which is to our credit; but it is God’s gift. Faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

In a day when the counterfeit Gospel, the Gospel of works
and character building, is almost universally preached, a
Gospel, which is not of God, but which has the curse of God
resting upon it (Gal. 1:8), may we cling the closer to the
solid rock, which will abide forever “saved by Grace.”

B. The Negative Side:  Not of Works. (Verse 9.)

“Not of works lest any man should boast.”
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The works of man have nothing to do with salvation.
Alas! how many try to gain favor with God by doing. The
religious Pharisee who stood in the temple and told God what
ke had not done and what he was doing as a religious man,
has thousands of followers in Christendom to-day. Man
has no works. We are by nature positively and negatively
bad. We have never done a good thing. If righteousness
and with it salvation were by the law, then Christ would be
dead in vain. And how strange that some say that they
believe salvation is not of works, but by Grace, and then
assert, that if they are saved and wish to remain saved,
they must work!

C. His Workmanship. (Verse 10.)

“For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God has before ordained that we should walk in them.”

This is linked closely with the foregoing statement. We
have no works; nothing we do or have done can save us.
But God has worked. We are His workmanship created in
Christ Jesus. We are in Him, His new creation. By giving
to us the new nature, His life, He has called us “unto good
works.” Fruit to the praise of His Glory is the result of
Grace. ““This is a faithful saying and these things I will
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed
in God might be careful to maintain good works” (Tit. iii:8).
Fruit unto God is the blessed result of being in Christ and
abiding in Him (Rom. vii:4 and John xv:5). Saved by
Grace is witnessed to by a holy walk. The man who says,
“Saved by Grace” and walks constantly in unrighteousness
and brings no fruit, shows that his profession is spurious,
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MASTERPIECE—
THE CHURCH

Chapter I1:11-II1:21

With the eleventh verse of the second chapter we reach
a new division in this Epistle. The great Mystery of the
Masterpiece of God, the church, is next revealed by the
Holy Spirit. We saw in the first chapter of this wonderful
Epistle how God planned His Masterpiece and the work of
the Godhead. Then we learned in the first ten verses of
the second chapter how God deals with us individually and
fashions lost sinners, who trust in Christ, into His Master-
piece. And now we are led higher, and the fact is made
known that all believers are united into one body. This
truth was briefly mentioned at the close of the preceding
chapter (i:22, 23).

1. The Condition of the Gentiles. (Verses 11-12.)

A. The Uncircumcision. (Ferse 11.)

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called the Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Cu‘cumcmon in the flesh made by hands.”

The Gentiles are to remember first of all what they were |
in time past. What Gentiles were morally we have learned
from the opening verses of this chapter. The same condition
is also that of the Jews, “for there is no difference; for all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom.
1ii:22-23). But while there was .no difference between the
Jews and the Gentiles morally (Rom. iii:9), there was a
difference dispensationally. “What advantage, then, hath
the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much
every way; chieflly because that unto them were committed
the oracles of God” (Rom. iii:1-2). God had revealed
Himself to Israel, the seed of Abraham, while the Gentiles
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were permitted to go their own way. Even so the Lord
reminded Israel of this fact: “You only have I known of all
the families of the earth” (Amos 1ii:2). Circumcision in the
flesh made by hands was the covenant sign and the character-
istic mark of separation from the other nations. Gentiles
possessed no such divinely made covenant, and the reproach
of “Uncircumcision” rested upon them.

B. What Gentiles were. (Ferse 12.)

“That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God in the world.”

Four things are given to picture the desperate condition
of the Gentile world.

a. Without Christ.

b. Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
c. Strangers from the covenants.

d. Without Hope and without God.

The picture indeed is dark; but it only brings out the
marvellous beauty of God’s Masterpiece, and His Grace in
putting such wanderers, without hope and without God, as
members into that blessed body, which is the fulness and
glory of Christ, who filleth all in all. Dispensationally, the
great Gentile world was “without Christ”; they knew nothing
about Christ; no promise had been given to them. But
Israel possessed the promises. Prophet after prophet had
spoken and announced to Israel the coming One and His
work. Everything in their God-given institutions fore-
shadowed Christ, and when He came in the fulness of time
He declared “Salvation is of the Jews” (John iv:22). Though
the Syro-Phoenician woman cried after Him and addressed
Him as “Son of David,” He answered her not a word; as a
Gentile she had no claim on Him. Gentiles had no part in
the promised Messiah. Only after His own had rejected
Him and delivered Him into the hands of wicked men, was
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the Gospel sent to the Gentiles. By their fall salvation
came to the Gentiles (Rom. xi:11). They were “aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel” and “strangers from the
covenants of promise.” Because they were as Gentiles so
completely excluded from the commonwealth and the
covenants of promises, they were without Christ. The
Gentiles were “the dogs”; poor, wandering outcasts, far off,
as we read later in this chapter. Yet, beautiful it is to
see God anticipated the salvation of the Gentiles, and some
Gentiles were received into the congregation of Israel. We
mention but “Ruth,” the Moabitess, upon whom the curse
of the law rested in a special manner, and whose name is
found in the genealogy of our Lord.

And the result of having no promise of Christ, separated .
from Israel and God’s covenants, as well as the common-
wealth of Israel, the kingdom of priests, the result of all -
was—“without hope and without God in the world.” No
ray of hope enlightened the dark night of the Gentiles. The
Gentiles had indeed possessed light and had known God
but had turned their backs upon God. Therefore being .
left alone, they had no hope. Different was Israel’s condi-
tion. Israel along with the promises and the covenants
had hope. The hope of Israel is the Messiah; and though”
they are wanderers now, yet there is hope, which some day .
will be gloriously realized in the conversion of the remnant
of Israel and the fulfillment of all their promises. But the.
Gentiles knew no hope. They were “without God in the -
world.” God, of course, knew the Gentiles. His dealings
with them was not unrighteous, but according to His own
sovereign will. He did not make Himself known to the
Gentiles because they had turned away from the light and
therefore He gave them up. The first chapter in Romans is.
an enlargement of the brief description of what Gentiles are
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morally and dispensationally. They knew God (Rom. i:21)
and glorified Him not. They became vain and were darken-
ed. They thought themselves wise and became fools. After
they became idolatrous, God gave them up in their bodies
(Rom. i:24), in their souls (Verses 26-27) and in their
spirits (Verse 28).

Well may we remember in the dreadful days of apostasy,
which are upon us, that Gentiles, who have had the Gospel
preached unto them, are turning once more from the light,
yea, from God’s best. Christendom in denying Christ is
rapidly waning, and must eventually plunge into a greater
darkness than the darkness of the Gentile world before the
cross. Without Christ, without hope, and without God!
Fearful and solemn words these are! When Christ is given
up, His Deity and His Blood rejected, when men deliberately
turn away from Him, and deny His Person and His Glory,
they rush into the outer and eternal darkness “without hope
and without God.”

2. But Now in Christ Jesus. (Verses 13-18.)

A. Made nigh by the Blood of Christ. (Verse 14.)

_“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.”

Blessed are the two little words that stand at the beginning
of this sublime verse—But! Now! It is the second “but”
in this Epistle. It corresponds to the “but” in verse 4 of
this chapter. The Holy Spirit describes, in the beginning
of this second chapter, as we have seen, the desperate moral
condition of Jews and Gentiles, showing that all are by
nature the children of wrath. ‘Then the triumphant declara-
tion comes in—“But God who is rich in mercy, for the great
love, wherewith He has loved us.” And here, after it is
shown that the Gentiles were dispensationally without
Christ, without hope and without God in the world, so very
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far off, we meet the other “but.” God in His mighty power,
in His infinite grace, makes the far off Gentiles nigh. “But
now.” This dispensation of Grace in which He makes
known the mystery, which in other ages was not made
known, that the Gentiles, once without Christ and without
God, should be fellow-heirs and of the same body, is the
“now” in which the surpassing riches of God’s Grace are
made known. Now, after Israel rejected the King and the
Saviour, now, when He is upon the Father’s throne, now,
when the Holy Spirit is on earth to do His appointed work,
now, during the present age, God makes fully known what
He had planned before the foundation of the world. He is
producing His Masterpiece, taking the material from Israel,
and reaching out with His mighty power after the Gentiles,
to put them into one body. The poor, miserable, naked
beggar upon the dunghill, the Gentile, is taken up to sit
among princes and inherit the throne of Glory.

“But now in Christ Jesus.” Here again we are obliged
to halt. “In Christ Jesus.” This is the place of blessing;
this is the One in whom the purposes of eternity are carried
out. Not for what they have done, or would do, but “in
Christ Jesus.” Oh! that blessed Name, above every other
name! How prominent this precious Name is in these
unsearchable revelations on the threshold of this rich
Epistlel Review then once more. Five times His Name is
given in the first three verses of Ephesians. Paul is an
apostle of Jesus Christ, and the Saints are faithful in Christ
Jesus. Grace and Peace is from the Lord Jesus Christ. In
Christ we possess every spiritual blessing. In Him we are
chosen. By Jesus Christ we have the son-place. In the
Beloved we are accepted. In Him we have redemption.
All things are to be gathered in Christ in the coming dispensa-
tion. In Him we have an inheritance. And thus we could
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continue and cover the same blessed ground once more.
It is Christ, and Christ only, throughout these marvellous
revelations.

In Him, who came from Heaven’s glory and went to the
cross, where He gave Himself and shed His blood, believing
Gentiles are made nigh. Oh! blessed words! Made nigh
by the Blood of Christ! What comfort this brings to us
poor sinners of the Gentiles, once so far off, such outcasts
in such a fearful, immeasurable distance from God! ' What a
blessing that not our works, our service, our sacrifice, our
sufferings or anything else have anything whatever to do
with “being made nigh.” Nor, blessed be God! have our
works anything to do with keeping us nigh. The Blood has
made us nigh; the Blood will ever keep each true believer
nigh, and unfaithfulness can never put him back into the
place where he once was. The Blood of Christ has justified
us; by the Blood we have forgiveness of sins: it cleanses us
from all sin. By the blood of Christ we enter the Holiest.
And who can tell us how nigh the Blood has made believing
Gentiles? We are as near to God as Christ is. We are as
dear to Him as He is, who was our substitute on the cross.
Oh! for faith to enter into this and to enjoy it. And as
we enjoy in faith our nearness to God in Christ, our blessed
and eternal portion, we shall find that we shall indeed live
and walk no longer as the other Gentiles do, but “unto the
praise of the glory of His Grace.”

B. What the work of Christ has accomplished. (Ferses
14-15.)

“For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition, having abolished in His flesh the
enmity, the law of commandments in ordinances; for to make in
Himself of twain one new man, making peace.”

Made nigh by the Blood of Christ! This is the blessed-
ness of believing Gentiles, who were once afar off, without
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Christ, without hope and without God in the world. But
much more has been accomplished by the blessed work of
the Lord Jesus Christ. 'Three things are stated in these

tWOo verses.

a. He is our peace; making both one.
b. Broken down the middle wall and abolished the law of com-

mandments.
c. Making in Himself one new man.

It is a most precious truth that Christ Himself is our
peace. Not what we have done, or what we do could make
peace. It is wrong to speak, as it is so often done, of making
our peace with God. God has done it in the blood of the
Cross; and He who hath accomplished this for us, is our
peace. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” However, this
most comforting fact of peace with God, through and in
Christ, is not at all before us in the fourteenth verse. The
parties here, which are made one, are not a holy God and an
unholy sinner. The Jews and the Gentiles are the two, who
are made One in Christ. Between these two there stood a
middle wall of partition, separating them. This middle wall
of partition is the law. God Himself had put up this wall,
separating His people Israel from the Gentiles. We read
in Isaiah about the vineyard, which is Israel, that He had
fenced it (Isalah v:2); and our Lord, speaking of the same
vineyard, said: “He hedged it round about” (Matt. xxi:33).
The law of commandments in ordinances demanded from
the Jews an entire separation from the Gentiles. For a Jew
to eat with a Gentile was sin. Even Peter, when he had
eaten with the Gentiles in Antioch, separated himself and
withdrew; this shows how deeply rooted was this prejudice.
The enmity and hatred between the Jews and Gentiles was
great and can easily be traced in history. And now in the
cross of Christ, God has broken down this middle wall of
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partition and made an end of this enmity, the law of com-
mandments in ordinances. It has found its end in the
cross. The Jews having rejected their Messiah had filled
up the measure of their guilt as a nation and had become
more guilty on account of it, than the Gentiles. The middle
wall ceased existing. The Gentiles far off, in darkness,
without Christ, without hope and without God, the Jews
having rejected their promised Christ and nailed Him to a
Cross, are the material, which God forms into His great
Masterpiece. He comes forth with the mystery He had not
made known in former age. Jews and Gentiles, believing,
trusting in Christ, made nigh by His blood, are made both
one and constitute one new man. This is what God has
accomplished, taking believing Jews and believing Gentiles,
gathering them into one. This is the Masterwork of God,
He does during this age. When the Kingdom age comes
the Jews will receive their place of blessing and glory in
their land, and the Gentiles will be greatly blessed and
enjoy righteousness and peace. Both Jews and Gentiles
will be in the Kingdom then, but not as one body. In the
present age a body is forming “where there is neither Greek
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all and in all (Col. ii:11).
This new man is the church, and Christ is the Head of that
new man. Grace flowing from the cross of Christ, where
peace was made in the blood, takes up Jews and Gentiles
and makes them one. When our Lord prayed in His high
priestly prayer “that they may all be one as we are one,”
He must have thought of this great truth, now fully revealed
in this Epistle by the Spirit of God.

C. The Reconciliation. (Verse 16.)

“And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”
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a. Both reconciled unto God in one body.
b. The enmity slain by the cross.

The two classes are still in view here and the “one new
man” of the preceding verse is now called “one body.”
That body is the church. Thus gradually the Holy Spirit
leads up to that mystery, which in former ages was not made
known unto the sons of men. How sublime are the unfold-
ings in this greatest of all Epistles! Taken back into the
counsels of the Godhead; then down to where He finds us
in our sin and shame; then out of death and up into glory.
And now the Spirit of God begins to show us the mystery
of the one body. In all this wonderful work, the cross and
the work of the cross, is kept in fullest view. Apart from
the cross and the blood, which was shed by the holy One,
there can be no such reconciliation. A careful comparison
should be made with Colossians 1:20-21, inasmuch as the
same word is used for ‘“reconcile,” which is used in this
verse. ‘“And having made peace through the blood of
His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by
Him, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
And you, that were sometimes alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled, in the
body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblamable and unreprovable in His sight.”” Here we find
a double reconciliation. The reconciliation of all things
and the reconciliation of believing sinners. These two
reconciliations correspond to the two headships of Christ.
He is the head of Creation (Col. i:15-17) and He is the head
of the body, the Church (Col. i:18). The reconciliation of
all things, that is, things in earth and things in heaven, is
still future. When He comes again and takes the place over
His creation and delivers groaning creation from its groans
and from the curse, which rests upon it, then He will reconcile



UNSEARCHABLE RICHES 71

all things. All things in earth and in heaven will be brought
into their right, their holy and glorious condition; of this
the Old Testament prophetic Word bears abundant witness.
The wicked dead, however, are not included in the “all
things.”*

The reconciliation of all who have believed is an accom-
plished fact. How the 20th and 21st verses of the first
chapter of Colossians correspond with the second chapter
of Ephesians needs no further explanation. But in the
verse before us in Ephesians, the individual reconciliation is
not in view. The two, believing Jews and Gentiles, are
reconciled in one body unto God, and Christ is the head of
that body. And by the cross the enmity was also slain.
This again refers to the law. It is not the law which is slain,
but it is that which is so fully developed in the Epistle to
the Romans, All who are in the one body are dead to
the law. “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made dead
to the law through the body of Christ; that ye should be
joined to another, even to Him that was raised from the
dead, that we should bring fruit unto God” (Romans vii:4).

D. The Peace and Reconciliation Preached. (Verse 16.)

“And He came and preached peace to you, who were afar off, and
to them that were nigh.”

a. To those afar off (Gentiles).

b. To them that were nigh (Jews).

The two classes are again mentioned. We, as Gentiles,
are afar off and the Jews are they who were nigh, though,
morally, as far off as the Gentiles. It has been argued from
this verse that the Lord Jesus Christ never preached in

. ‘Comgare with Phil. ii:9-11. In Philippians, where Christ’s exaltation
is described and the fact is revealed, that every being must acknowledge
Him as Lord (not as Saviour), a forced acknowledgment, as far as
the lost are concerned, things under the earth are mentioned. But not
soin Col. i:20. For things under the earth there is no reconciliation.
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person, after His resurrection, this peace to these two classes,
Inasmuch as it says “He came,” it is claimed that it means
His “spiritual coming” in which this is accomplished. But
He promised another comforter, who was to come and who
came, the Holy Spirit. He has taken His place and through
His Spirit He sends forth this blessed message to Gentiles
and to Jews, “I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to
him, that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the Lord;
and I will heal him. But the wicked are like the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Isaiah
Ivii:19-21). This is an Old Testament anticipation of what
was to come; a hint of what was in the mind of God and
which is now fully revealed in this Epistle of the Masterpiece
of God. When He comes again as the Prince of Peace,
when His church, composed of all who were made nigh, is
complete, He will speak peace to the nations, and they will
learn war no more.

E. The gracious Result. (Verse 18.)

“For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father.”

The Holy Spirit brings the message of peace and reconcilia-
tion to Gentiles and Jews. The believing sinner is put by
the Spirit into the one body, and both, Gentiles and Jews,
have by one Spirit access unto the Father. The Jew never
knew anything whatever about “access unto the Father.”
He had a tabernacle and the way into the Holiest was not
yet made known. The Gentile was “without God” alto-
gather. Something far more blessed is now made known.
All believers are made nigh and born again, indwelt by the

- Holy Spirit, they belong to the family of God and cry by
the one Spirit, given to all, “Abba, Father.”
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Our Lord spoke of this to the woman at the well of Samaria.
“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the
Father seeketh such to worship Him” (John iv:23). Made
nigh by blood; worshipping in the Holiest; calling upon God
as Father; a continued access into His presence by His
own Spirit—these are blessed realities for all, who are in
Christ, members of His body. But how little we enter into
the full enjoyment of this!

We are led still higher. The last four verses form a climax.
What Gentiles were without Christ, what Gentiles are in
Christ, we have learned from the preceding verses. The
middle wall, the law of commandments in ordinances, is
broken down. The enmity was slain by the cross. Believ-
ing Gentiles are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Both
Jews and Gentiles constitute in Christ one new man and
both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. And now
we hear more of that new man, the body of Christ, that is
the church.

3. The Relationship of the Masterpiece.

A. The Changed Condition. (Ferse 19.)

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”

a. No more strangers and foreigners.

b. Fellow-citizens with the Saints.

c. Of the household of God.

“Now therefore” Gentiles are no longer that which they
were without Christ. Then they were aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the promises;
but now, in Christ, they are fellow-citizens with the Saints,
and of the household of God. A most blessed transforma-
tion! Fellow-citizens with the Saints does not mean that
they have been brought into the commonwealth of Israel.
The conception that the church, the body of Christ, is the
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commonwealth of Israel continued in a spiritual form, is
incorrect. Grace has introduced both, believing Jews and
believing Gentiles, into a higher sphere and into a far more
precious fellowship. Their fellowship is with the Saints,
which means fellowship with the whole company of the
redeemed. This fellowship will some day find its blessed
realization and consummation in the Kingdom to come,
which the Saints receive and which cannot be moved (Heb.
xii:28). Abraham, the father of the faithful, by faith,
“looked for a city, which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God” (Heb. xi:10). And believing Gentiles,
once without God and without hope, are brought into the -
same fellowship and look for the same heavenly city. “For
our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. iii:20). But more
than that, they are of the “household of God,” members of -
the family of God by the new birth. But the words “house-
hold of God” are to be connected with the verse which
follows. Believing Gentiles constitute, with believing Jews,
the house of God. The masterpiece of God, the church,
is therefore now described under the figure of a building.
B. The Church as the Building. (Verse 20.)

“And are built utpon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.”

a. The foundation.

b. The chief cornerstone.

In the first chapter of this Epistle the church is called
“His body.” In the second chapter the church is compared
with a building, which groweth unto an holy temple and
which is the habitation of God through the Spirit.

In the Old Testament God had a building in which He
manifested His presence and His Glory. The tabernacle in
the wilderness and the temple of Solomon were shadows of
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the church, which God is now building. The foundation
upon which the church as the house is built, we find men-
tioned first. And it is of importance that we examine this
foundation closely. One of the common mistakes concerning
the foundation upon which the church is built, is that, which
claims that the foundation are the prophets of the Old
Testament. According to this view the Old Testament
Saints belonged to the church, and the church itself was
therefore in existence throughout the previous dispensations.
Adam, Enoch, Noah, Moses and all who believed the promises
of God are therefore taken to be members of the church.
This view is often based upon the words we have under
consideration, that the church is built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets. Now if the prophets were
mentioned before the apostles, there might be a possibility
that the prophets of the Old Testament are meant. But it
says “apostles and prophets.” They are the New Testament
" apostles and prophets. Chapter iii:5 gives positive evidence
on this whole question. The church is called a mystery
“which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit.”” To this we may add the words of our Lord
at Cesarea Philippi when He said to Peter “upon this rock
I will build my church.”” The church up to that time was
not yet in existence, nor was it in process of building, during
the days of the earthly ministry of our Lord, but the building
of the church was still a matter of the future. When the
Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, the church began
and subsequently the same Spirit revealed the mystery
hidden in former ages.

Another error in connection with the foundation of the
‘church is the conception that the apostles are the foundation.
The Romish “church” teaches this, closely followed by
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ritualistic protestant ‘“‘churches” which speak of apostolic
succession. These claim that they possess the successors
of the apostles and, therefore, their ‘“churches” have a
succession of foundations. A queer building that is! And
other protestant sects trace their beginnings to some man
who “founded” their church. All this is wrong and against
what God has accomplished in His Masterpiece. In this
way the enemy has marred and corrupted the Truth of God.

But what does it mean “built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets?”’ Are they themselves, in their
persons, Paul, Peter, James and others, the foundation upon
which the church rests as a building? Not at all. It is
true the Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians, “I have
laid the foundation.” But that does not mean that he is
the foundation. In connection with the same statement,
Paul declares, “For other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1ii:9-11). He
speaks of Christians as “God’s building,” the church. Paul
and the other apostles are the foundation in what they
taught and still teach in their epistles. The Lord Jesus
Christ and the doctrine of Christ, this is the foundation.
This the apostles taught. It is their doctrine, given by the
Holy Spirit come down from heaven. It is not the question
of being the foundation, but building upon that foundation,
as taught by the apostles and prophets.

When Peter had uttered his inspired confession “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” our Lord announced,
as mentioned above, the future building of His church.
“And I say also unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hades shall
not prevail against it” (Matt. xvi:18). Satan has invented
the abominable lie, that Peter is the rock foundation of the
church.. But the rock is not Peter, but Christ Himself.
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The Apostle Peter significantly received no messages to the
church and his epistles give no revelation concerning the
church. Only once does he touch upon the fact that be-
lievers are God’s building. And when he did, the Spirit of
God guided his pen to answer the perversion of the truth as
found in ritualistic Christendom. The Holy Spirit antici-
pated the fatal errors to come. Peter writes of the Lord
Jesus as the living stone, and believers he calls “living
stones” built up a spiritual house (1 Peter ii:4-5).

So it is Christ, and the doctrine of Christ, which is the
foundation. “The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ
her Lord.” But He likewise is the chief cornerstone. Of
this also Peter testifies. “Wherefore also it is contained in
the Scripture, Behold I lay in Zion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him shall not be
confounded.” It is a quotation from Isaiah xxviii:16. But
who can tell out the preciousness of this blessed One, upon
‘whom everything rests! Another passage to be considered
in connection with Christ as the chief cornerstone is Psalm
cxviii:22, “The stone which the builders refused is become
the head stone of the corner.” Jewish tradition gives the
story that, when Solomon’s temple was building, a stone was
discovered hewn in a peculiar way. The builders refused
that particular stone, only to discover later that it was fitted
to be the cornerstone. This may be true. But we know
from the Gospels and the book of Acts, that the rejected
stone is Christ. “Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read
in the Scriptures, the stone, which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?” (Matt. xxi:42).
“This is the stone which was set at naught of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner” (Acts iv:11). It
was after Israel rejected Christ, that He became the chief
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cornerstone, the sure, the precious foundation, upon which
the building rests.
C. The Holy Temple. (Verse (21.)

“In whom all the building fifty framed together groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord.”

a. Fitly framed together.

b. Growing unto an holy temple.

The building of God’s Masterpiece is fitly framed together,
which means, that God puts it together in His own marvellous
way. Believers are living stones. They possess the same
life, which is in Christ, the living stone. Needless to say,
that only those, who are born again, belong to that building.
From the first chapter of this Epistle we learned’ that all -
those who belong to this elect body were known and chosen
of God before the foundation of the world. The entire
building is therefore planned by God and every stone has
its proper place. This is a marvellous fact. Solomon’s .
temple gives a little illustration of this. When that temple
was building, hammer, axe and tools of iron were not heard.
“And the house, when it was building, was built of stone
made ready before it was brought thither, so that there was
neither hammer nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the
house, while it was building.” Every stone was prepared
before hand and fitted into the place where it belonged.
How beautifully it illustrates the fitting together of the
house, His church! He chooses and prepares the material
and puts each in its proper place.* What a contrast with
man’s methods in trying to increase “church-membership!”’
The divine revelation is forgotten. Christendom has -de-
parted from the faith in these revelations concerning’ the -
one church and its architect. But all the confusion, the

*Read in connection with this 1 Cor. xii. The same truth.is there

revealed in connection with the teaching of the Church as the body
of Christ.
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wrong conceptions and attending evils, cannot frustrate
the purpose of the Lord. He is building His church. He
takes the material and puts it as living stones in the place
where it belongs. This is the work of His Spirit. And in
the midst of all the confusion, the clamoring voices, the
spurious revivals, the ecclesiastical-political hurry of world-
reformation, the work goes on quietly, but steadily. The
church is the temple of God. Some day that growing temple
will be complete.” The last stone will be put in and then the
building, which was fitly framed together on earth, will
become the koly temple of the Lord in glory. All this
transcends everything which was revealed by the Old Testa-
ment prophets. The eternal destiny of this holy temple no
saint can fully understand. '
D. The habitation of God in the Spirit. (Verse 22.)

-“In whom ye also are being built in together an habitation of God
in the Spirit.”

This is still another climax in this rich Epistle of God’s
greatest work. The third person of the Godhead is now
mentioned. He dwells in the church, because He indwells
every individual believer. This is a present fact. We
are ‘the habitation of God. As He dwelt of old in the
. tabernacle, so He dwells in the church through the Spirit.
He does no longer dwell in an earthly house. The conception
of a church building being a “holy place” which we must
call “the house of the Lord” or “a temple” is absolutely
wrong. It is the Jewish idea. God does no longer dwell in
an earthly house and yet He has His habitation here. Wher-
ever two or three are gathered together in His name, there
He is in the midst; that is a church and the habitation of
God through the Spirit. “Even now in the state of imperfec-
tion, by the Spirit dwelling in the hearts of believers, that
God has His habitation in the church; and then when the
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growth and increase of that church shall be completed, it
will be still in and by the Holy Spirit fully penetrating
and possessing the whole glorified church, that the Father
will dwell in it forever.”* Alas! how this wonderful truth
is not alone completely lost sight of, but rejected by men,
who claim to be Christians. How great is the prostitution
of the Church! May we remember these great truths and
individually walk in them, knowing that we are the habita-
tion, the dwelling of God. Out of that consciousness flows
both our blessedness and our responsibility. What influence
this blessed revelation of the Masterpiece of God should have
upon our life and conduct! Daily we ought to have it
vividly before our hearts that we are the habitation of God.
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom ye have of God, and you
are not your own” (1 Cor. vi:19).

*Dean Alford in Greek New Testament.



CHAPTER 111

THE MINISTRY OF THE MYSTERY OF THE
MASTERPIECE

Chapter III:1-13.
A. Paul the Prisoner of Jesus Christ. (Verse 1.)

“For this cause, I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ, for you Gentiles.” .

The great Apostle begins to speak of himself and the
‘mystery which had been made known unto him. In the
brief word of greeting, with which this epistle begins, we
find his name mentioned as an Apostle of Jesus Christ by
the will of God. Then followed at once that marvellous
unfolding of the Masterpiece of God in all its riches and
precious depths. And now he is to tell more fully of the
mystery of the Masterpiece; and as it was revealed to Him
as the Apostle to the Gentiles, he writes, “I, Paul, the
-prisoner of Jesus Christ, for you Gentiles.” He became the
prisoner of Jesus Christ, for the Gentiles, when on his last
visit to Jerusalem, he related his experience, speaking from
the stairs, which led into the castle, and addressing the
Jews in the temple-court. When he told them that the
Lord had said unto him, “Depart, for I will send thee
far hence unto the Gentiles,” the Jewish mob would not
listen any longer, but cried out, “Away with such a fellow
from the earth!” (Acts xxii:21-22). In this way he became
the prisoner of the Lord for the Gentiles. From the prison
in Rome the most blessed messages were sent forth by the
Holy Spirit through. Paul.

B.  His Ministry concerning the Masterpiece. (Verses 2-5.)

“If indeed ye have heard of the dispensation of the Grace of God
which is given me toward you, how that by revelation He made known
unto me the mystery (as I wrote before in few words, whereby when ye

81
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read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),
which 'in other generations was not made known unto the sons of men,
as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”

a. Made known by revelation.

b. The Mystery of Christ.

¢. Hidden in other generations.

d. Now made known by the Spirit.

He speaks of that which they had known, and learned
from his oral teaching, that the Lord had entrusted him
with the dispensation* of the grace of God towards the
Gentiles. The Gospel of Grace in all its marvellous riches,
flowing out to the Gentiles, was given to Paul to proclaim.
He spoke of this Gospel which he preached as “my Gospel.”
In defense of that Gospel, the dispensation of the grace of
God, he wrote to the Galatians, “But though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
As we said before, so say I now again, if anyone preach
any other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
him be accursed.” These are solemn words. They have
occasionally been termed a passionate outburst of Paul,
when he found his authority belittled by the judaizing
teachers, which troubled the Galatians. They are not that
at all. The Holy Spirit bears testimony in these words to
the fact that he had received a dispensation of the grace of
God towards the Gentiles, and that the Gospel, which he so
faithfully proclaimed, was given to him by revelation of
Jesus Christ. It was therefore a most serious and solemn
thing to interfere with that Gospel, or to teach anything
which was not in harmony with it. The curse of God must
surely rest upon those who pervert or counterfeit that
Gospel. How much this is done in the days of apostasy
needs no further illustration. The day assuredly comes,

*Administration or stewardship.
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when the divine anathema will be executed upon Christen-
dom, which has set aside the true Gospel and proclaims
what is not the Gospel at all.

The Apostle had received this double ministry, the Gospel
and the ministry concerning the church (Col. 1:23, 25).
Both are inseparably connected. Indeed they were revealed
in germ at his conversion. He saw on the road to Damascus
the Lord in His Glory. The Gospel he received proclaims
to the sinner, who believes on the Son of God, a blessed
identification with the risen and glorified Lord. Then he
heard the Lord speaking to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?” He persecuted Christians and not Christ, but
he learned then, that believers in Christ are one with Him.
This is the germ of the truth concerning the church. In
Ephesians the stewardship or dispensation concerns mostly
the church.

This mystery was made known unto him by revelation.
The word mystery needs a brief definition. It is not some-
thing mysterious, but it means that which was unknown,
hidden from man, till it pleased God to make it known by
revelation. When our Lord spoke of the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven in Matthew xiii, He said: “I will utter
things which have been kept secret from the foundation of
the world.” The Apostle Paul often speaks of the mysteries
made known. See 1 Tim. iii:16; Col. 1:26-27; Col. ii:2;
Eph. v:32; 2 Thess. ii:7; Rom. xi:26. He reminds the
readers of this Epistle that he had mentioned the mystery
before in a few words. Without doubt this directs our
attention to the first chapter of the Epistle. Then he had
stated “the mystery of the Christ.” What is it? Not
merely the statement contained in the last verse concerning
the church, as the body of Christ, but Christ Himself.
Christ whom God raised from the dead, whom He sat at
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His own right hand in the heavenly places, under whom God
hath put all things and who is the Head of His body. This
body is the church, His own fullness.

This mystery of a risen Christ, who has a body composed
of believing Jews and Gentiles, is the mystery, which, in
other ages, was not made known unto the sons of men. It
is the mystery which was kept secret since the world began
(Rom. xvi:25). From the beginning of this Epistle we
learned that the church was in the counsel of God before the
foundation of the world, but He let ages go past till He
was pleased to make it known. This statement settles the
question once for all concerning the existence of the church,
the body of Christ, in and during the Old Testament dis-
pensations. Yet it is one of the most widespread views that
the church existed from the beginning of creation and the
words of promise contained in the Old Testament prophetic
Word are the promises of the church, and its glorious future
on the earth, in reigning over the nations. Before this
mystery could be made known, the Son of God had to come
into the world and go to the cross to make propitiation for
sins. Furthermore, He had to ascend upon high and take
His exalted position at the right hand of God, and the Holy
Spirit had to come down from heaven. On the day of
Pentecost the church came into existence. The assembled
believers in Jerusalem were not alone filled with the Spirit,
but also baptized by the Spirit into one body. But even on
that glorious day, when the evidence was so wonderfully
given, that the One who had died on the cross is risen, and
at God’s right hand, the truth concerning the church, the
mystery, was not made known. Peter did not preach a word
about the church. The Lord chose Saul of Tarsus, the
persecutor of the church, as steward of this hidden mystery.
It was revealed to him.  When he states, “it is now revealed
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unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit,” there is
no clash whatever with the previous claim of the Apostle,
“He made known unto me the mystery.” The apostles and
prophets (New Testament prophets and teachers) received
also the truth concerning the mystery, but as under him, to
whom the Lord gave the revelation first of all. They were
acquainted through Paul’s revelation with the mystery, and
the Holy Spirit led them into the knowledge of it.

C. The Mystery Stated. (Verse 6.)

“That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel.”

a. Gentiles—fellow-heirs.

b. Of the same body.

c. Partakers of His promise in Christ.
- We look at these statements separately. That Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs* with Jewish believers in a distinct
body is a new revelation. The Old Testament abounds in
promises for the Gentile nations. These promises speak of
righteousness and peace, which the nations of the earth are
to enjoy. But they all stand connected with the age which
is yet to come. That age is introduced by the visible mani-
festation of the Lord. At that time the people Israel will
receive the place of headship among the nations. The
Gentiles will join themselves to Israel, and Israel has the
promise that the nations will seek the light and glory revealed
in their midst. ‘““‘And the nations shall come to thy light,
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine
eyes round about and see; all they gather themselves to-
gether, they come to thee. Thy sons shall come from far,
and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then shalt
thou see, and be filled with delight; and thine heart shall
thrill, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea

*Literally: Joint-heirs,joint-members and joint-partakers.
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shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the nations shall
come unto thee” (Is. 1x:3-5). Many similar passages could
be quoted, but in not one of them is it even hinted at that
Gentiles will be joint-heirs with Israel. In this mystery of
the church there is revealed an inheritance, which is far
superior to any inheritance promised to Israel and to the
nations in the coming Kingdom. Christ, whom God has
raised from the dead, and who is in the presence of God, is
also made by God the heir of all things. Believers in Him
are called “joint-heirs with Christ” because they are sons
of God (Rom. viii:17). Both believing Jews and believing
Gentiles are joint-heirs with Christ, and in the future day
of His glory, they will rule and reign with Him.

Then “of the same body” joint-members. The believing
Jews on the day of Pentecost were formed, as already stated,
into one body by the Holy Spirit. They became then one
spirit with the Lord, and that marvellous organism, the body
of Christ, had its beginning. Gentiles are joint-members of
the same body; they are united with all the saints in one
body. And therefore believing Gentiles are joint-partakers
of His promises in Christ by the Gospel. These promises
again do not concern the earth, but they concern the glory
to come. Israel’s promises will be fulfilled, and they will be
~under Christ as King, when He comes to reign. But the
body of Christ has far greater promises in Christ. The body
will be joined to the head, share the glory of the head and
be where the head is. The Head, Christ, and the Body, the
Church, composed of believing Jews and Gentiles, joint-
heirs, joint-members, joint partakers—this is the mystery.

D. Paul the Minister of the Masterpiece. (Verse 1.)

“Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace
of God given unto me according to the effectual working of His power.”

a. According to the gift of His Grace.

b. According to the working of His Power.
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The Apostle Paul states once more the fact of his divinely
given ministry. It was the gift of the Grace of God unto
him; the Grace which called him and made him the steward
of God’s highest revelation. And this stewardship dis-
tinguished him from the other Apostles; for this reason
Paul refers to it so often. He knows what was committed
unto Him. The Grace which was given to him was linked
with the manifestation of “His power”; it was ‘“‘according
to the effectual (literal: energetic) working of His power.”
This statement must be linked with Chapter i:19. One of
the things Paul mentions in the prayer of the first chapter is
the knowledge of the exceeding greatness of His power,
which is to usward. “‘And what is the exceeding greatness of
His power to usward who believe, according to the working
of His mighty power.” We remarked on this verse that
this mighty power, which raised Christ from the dead and
. made Him Head over all things, is to usward in a three-fold
way. When we are quickened with Christ; when we believe
and receive the gift of God, eternal life, as a present posses-
sion, that power is manifested. It is on our side in our
walk; in the conflict, in trials we can count on it. In the
future this mighty power will be to usward, when the shout
of the Lord will be heard from heaven, when the dead in
Christ are raised and living believers are caught up in
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. The great Apostle to
whom these blessed truths were so fully revealed experienced
in himself the working of this mighty power. He knew the
exceeding greatness of His power. It worked in him and
through him. It enabled him to serve and to suffer. Nor
must we forget the remarkable experience he made, when he
was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words
(2 Cor. xii:1-4). “As the chosen interpreter of God’s
hidden mysteries, and the special expounder of the church,
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it was fitting, that he should be so initiated into the realities
of heaven, as to become an unfaltering, and, as it were,
familiar witness when declaring things unseen.” The gift
of His Grace and the working of His Power are seen to-
gether in Paul as the minister of the Masterpiece.

E. The Proclamation of the Unsearchable Riches.
(Ferse 8.)

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ.”

a. The Apostle’s humility.

b. The unsearchable riches of Christ.

Saul of Tarsus, the young Pharisee, of the stock of Israel,
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as he
described himself (Phil. 1ii:5) and exceedingly zealous of
the traditions of his fathers (Gal. i:14), was no doubt filled
with pride. Grace wrought a marvellous change in him.
The name Paul means ‘little,”’ expressing the beautiful
humility, which characterized the life of this chosen instru-
ment. In the Glory-light which shone around him on the
way to Damascus, he had seen his own vileness and un-
worthiness. He had seen the Lord. This vision broke him
down completely, so that he speaks of himself ever after
in terms of self-abasement. “For I am the least of the
apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the church of God” (1 Cor. xv:9). “And I
thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious;
but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief”
(1 Tim. i:12-13). He called himself “the chief sinners.”
And here in the Epistle in which he unfolds through the
Spirit of God the highest revelation concerning the Master-
piece of God, he takes the very lowest place. He called
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himself “the least of the Apostles”; but now he goes deeper
than that. ‘‘Less than the least of all saints” is what he
thinks of himself. He might have made much of his superior
knowledge, of the great revelation given to him, and he
might have paraded a kind of an official pride as the Apostle
to the Gentiles. But the high calling, the mystery made
known unto him, the blessed ministry given to him, pro-
duced far different results. It humbled him into the dust
before God. It could not be otherwise. Grace, such
wondrous grace, as revealed through Paul, reaching down
to such as we are, lifting so high with such an unspeakable
calling and destiny, will ever humble us into the dust to
give Him the glory. Grace necessitates this. The more
we know of the blessed mystery of God’s Masterpiece, the
less we shall think of ourselves and delight to take the lowest
place. Truth learned or knowledge gained in spiritual
things, which does not humble us and make us think less
and less of ourselves, is a dangerous thing. Truth, must
ever break us down and lead into self-judgment and self-
abasement.

And how little of this true humility, manifested by the
great Apostle, is seen in our days! Many desire to be
teachers. How often a novice, flattered by others on
account of a little gift, becomes lifted up with pride and
falls into the crime of the devil (1 Tim. iii:6). Instead of
being humble, such are puffed up. They glory in the little
knowledge and forget what is written: “What hast thou
that thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it,
why doest thou glory, as if thou hadst not received iti”
(1 Cor. iv:7). Their pride of heart leads them to claim
that they have received “new light.”” No one before them,
even the most blessed teachers of bygone days, knew the
truth in such fulness, as they have discovered it. They
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make the boast that they follow no man, but read exclusively
the Bible. More than once have they been found out to be
plagiarists, reproducing almost verbatim the works of others.
Their attempt to be original leads them into error. Such
men ought to be shunned, for they belong to that class against
which the Holy Spirit warns. “Also of your own selves,
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them’ (Acts xx:30). Treat with suspicion
such who claim to possess more light and knowledge in
divine things than others, and who are puffed up with pride.
A spiritual Christian will soon find that the utterances and
writings of such teachers, though beautifully worded, leave
the heart empty. The power of God is not there. ,

Paul speaks of what he had to preach as the gift of grace.
This grace enabled him to preach among the Gentiles “the
unsearchable riches of Christ.” This means more than the
preaching of salvation to the Gentiles. What riches these
are, which God has revealed in Christ! They are riches of
grace, riches of inheritance and riches of glory. Christ is
the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge (Col. ii:2, 3). And these riches are
unsearchable; we cannot fathom their depths.

F. The Purpose of the Mystery. (Ferses 9-13.)

“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world has been hid in God, who created
all things by Jesus Christ; to the intent that now unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God. According to the eternal purpose in Christ

esus our Lord; in whom we have boldness and access by faith of him.
Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which
is your glory.”

a. To make all men see. (Verse 9.)

b. To show to principalities and powers the wisdom of God.
(Verse 10.)

¢. According to the eternal purpose. (Verse 11.)

d. Access with confidence. (Verse 12.)

¢. The tribulations of the minister of the mystery. (Verse 13.)
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His ministry in the preaching of the unsearchable riches of
Christ was also to make all men see the fellowship of the
mystery. Those who are saved, and therefore belong to
Christ, are meant. The natural man without a spiritual
nature cannot grasp these things, but the believer, Jew and
Gentile, is to see ‘“‘the fellowship of the mystery.” The
better rendering is ‘“to enlighten all (with the knowledge)
what is the administration of the mystery, hidden through-
out the ages in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”
The word “administration” (economy) is the same as
dispensation; the mystery is the one stated in verse 6, “that
the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, etc.,”” the mystery of
the one body, the church. Before we learned that this
mystery was not made known in other ages. This is once
more emphasized by the statement that the mystery was
hidden in God from the beginning of the world.* How
. necessary therefore is the knowledge of this hidden mystery,
but now made known, to the people of God! Alas! this
great mystery of God has been obscured and hidden by the
enemy of the truth. We see about us the sad results spring-
ing from the ignorance of this mystery. May all those
who acknowledge still the authority of the Word of God,
and desire to please the Lord by obedience, enter deep into
this most precious revelation and carry out in a practical
way the truth of what the church is. This is the way in
which we can enjoy the unsearchable riches of Christ.

The tenth verse leads us still deeper. While the mystery
is made known to human beings, the principalities and
powers in heavenly places learn to know by the church the
manifold wisdom of God. The principalities and powers are
heavenly beings, the host of angels. Little do we know of
these unfallen beings, their habitations in the heavenlies

*See also Romans xvi:25; Col. i:26.
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and their ministrations. Some day, when we shall know as
we are known, these mysteries will all be known to the heirs
of glory. For in the day of His manifestation (and our -
manifestation with Him) the angels shall worship Him
(Heb. i:6, 7) and the redeemed will know these celestial
beings. They have, as the creatures of God who know
Him and His works, an intense interest in the affairs of this
earth, one of the smallest body in the vast universe. In the
hour of creation they sang for joy (Job xxxviii:7). Through-
out the history of the Old Testament we hear them mentioned
and often they appeared on earth as the servants and -
messengers of Jehovah. Intelligently they entered into all °
His ways and works, as He dealt with the earth in mercy
and in judgment. They beheld the wisdom of God in
many ways. Yet what God had purposed before the .
foundation of the world, the hidden mystery, was not known
by them. Prophets prophesied of things to come and
searched to know the meaning, and angels desired to look
into these things (1 Pet. i:11-12).

Gabriel was sent to the virgin to announce the incarnation.
With what wonder those heavenly beings must have looked
on, as He, who is in the bosom of the Father, laid His glory
by and took the creature’s place! They hovered near the
place where He was born and broke out in their heavenly
praise.  Angels ministered unto Him after His temptation
in the wilderness. No doubt they were with Him all along
the path, He so patiently went in His humiliation. An
angel appeared in Gethsemane to strengthen Him. With
what awe they must have stood by when wicked men nailed
Him to the cross, when the prince of glory died! The
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and rolled back
the stone from the tomb. They were present at His resurrec-
tion, They witnessed the farewell scene on Olivet and
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gave the message of hope to the disciples. When He
ascended up on high these principalities and powers beheld
the glorious victor, for it is written that He was “seen of
angels” (1 Tim. iii:16). With what joy they must have seen
Him enter God’s presence far above themselves, made so
much better than the angels! What Hallelujahs they must"
have cried in heavenly ecstasy, when the Man Christ Jesus
took His place at the right hand of God!

And now they behold the manifold wisdom of God by the
Church. That, which no prophet ever saw, what no human
_ being could have imagined, what no angel ever knew, what
was known alone to God, took place. The church, the
body of Christ, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all,
began on earth with the Coming of the Holy Spirit on Pente-
cost. They see how this body is being built, fitly framed
together, and they know the glory which awaits that body.
Therefore now is made known unto them by the church the
manifold wisdom of God.

And because the angels possess this knowledge, they
rejoice over one repenting sinner (Luke xv:7). They know
what it means to the sinner, and more so to Christ, when
another member is added to His body. Nor must we
lose sight of another statement. “Are they not all minister-
ing spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be heirs
of salvation” (Heb. i:14). We do not know how they
minister to our need, but we know they do minister.

The principalities and powers in verse 10 do not include
the evil spirits as mentioned in Chapter vi:12. Satan, no
doubt, is forced likewise to see the power and wisdom of
God by the church and his coming defeat and overthrow
likewise.

And all this great mystery now made known is “according
to the eternal purpose, which He purposed in Christ Jesus
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our Lord”” In Him we have boldness and access with
confidence by the faith of Him. We can draw nigh to God
and enter into His presence. The Greek word “parresia”
translated by “boldness,” means really “free speech”—that
is, the speaking of all. It is the blessed privilege of prayer.
How sad, that we made nigh by blood, sharers of the un-
searchable riches of Christ, are so slow in making use of
such a wonderful privilege!

Then Paul addressed his Gentile brethren personally.
He desires that they faint not at his tribulations for them,
which is their glory. The blessed instrument chosen to
make known the mystery suffered in prison. Suffering
belongs to the body, as the Head also suffered. We suffer
with Him, that we may be also glorified with Him (Rom.
viii:17). And Paul wrote in the Epistle to the Colossians,
“Now, I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and I fill
up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my
flesh, for His body, which is the church” (Col. 1:24).

Well may we glory in tribulations when we think of the
glory which is ours in Christ.

5. The Prayer unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
II1:14-21.

The great unfolding of the Masterpiece of God has for its
closing paragraph a prayer and a doxology. The first’
doxology we found in the opening chapter (verse 3), where
also the first prayer is recorded. And now after all these
riches were made known, the blessed truths, and the mystery
of the Masterpiece, a second prayer, follows:

A. The Prayer. (FVerses 14-15.)

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of whom every family in heaven and earth is named.”

The first prayer is addressed to the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We learned what is connected with that prayer.
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The petition is that “‘we might know.” The second prayer
is addressed to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.* Here
it is the question of love, that we may enjoy in our hearts
the riches of His grace and possess Christ and His love, as a
reality in our hearts. It is not enough that our minds grasp
the marvellous revelations of the Masterpiece of God, and
we receive the knowledge of the blessing wherewith He hath
blessed us in Christ. The heart is to enter into all this.
We must know in a practical way what it all means. The
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is our Father. He is the
Father of every family (not “the whole family”) in heaven
and earth. And this does not mean that modern day error,
the All-Fatherhood of God. The teaching that God is the
Father of the entire human race and that every human being
is a child of God, independent of faith in Christ, is un-
scriptural. But what does it mean “of whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named?” Angels are here first
_ of all viewed as a family over which God is Father. He is
the Father of spirits. Israel will be the family of God in that
blessed future day, when they will receive their promised
blessing. Then Israel will be indeed God’s son on the earth
and they will know Him as Father. The Gentiles, too,
when they are blessed with believing Israel in the age to
some, when righteousness reigns under the sceptre of the
King of righteousness, will also be a family, and God will be
known by them as a loving and merciful Father. But,
while the position of angels and their relationship to God
is exalted and most blessed; and the position of Israel in the
Millennium will be one of glory as a redeemed family; and
saved Gentile nations will know the Father and be sharers
of earthly glories—the relationship and blessing of the

. *The best manuscripts omit “of our Lord Jesus Christ”; but it is of
little consequence; the Father is the Father of our Lord.
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Masterpiece of God, the church, is infinitely higher than
every other family in heaven and earth.

B. The Petitions of the Prayer. (Verses 16-19.)

“That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness
of God.”

a. To be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.
(Verse 16.)

b. That Christ may dwell in your hearts. (Verse 17.)

¢. To comprehend with all saints. (Verse 18.)

d. To know the love of Christ. (Verse 19.)

e. To be filled unto the fullness of God.

The first petition is that “He would grant you, according
to the riches of His Glory, to be strengthened with might by
His Spirit in the inner man.” In the first chapter we saw
our wonderful position in Christ “to the praise of the glory
of His grace,” and the prayer that we might know “the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the Saints.”” And here
we have the standard given according to which we can
address our petitions and claims to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is according to the riches of His Glory.
Thus we find it expressed in another epistle. “But my
God shall supply all your need according to His Riches in
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. iv:19). This is the treasure
from which we can draw. Oh that we might remember it
each time we bow our knees and address the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! How poor and feeble our words are!
Our petitions often sound as if they were addressed to a
God, who is limited in His power or unwilling to shower His
fullest blessing upon us. The difficulty with us is that we
look too much to ourselves, to our failures, to our own
struggling experience, and not enough to Him who is our
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Lord in Glory and the riches of glory, which are for us. How
different our prayers would be if, before we approach Him,
we would meditate first on Himself and the riches of glory,
which are now on our side! Praise would burst forth from
our lips and His Spirit would fill us. Let us reckon with
these riches of His glory, the riches of Himself displayed
in Christ, in His Cross, in His presence at His own right
hand; and may we constantly remember that our Father
wants us to lay claim to them. And if we do that we shall
indeed be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man. The Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts. He is
the Spirit of power. He is with us and in us to strengthen
us. And if the Spirit of God is ungrieved in our hearts,
He will constantly direct our attention to Him, who is
altogether lovely. He reveals to our hearts “the Riches of
His Glory” ever shining from the Word of God, the full
display of God in the Person of His Son and all His Riches.
It is then, when He does this work in us, that we are strength-
ened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.* ‘
And this leads us to the next petition, “That Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith.” Beautiful prayer! And
what a wonderful thing it is! Christ is in the highest
Glory, far above all principalities and powers. We beheld
His Glory and His Future. All things are to be put under
Him. And in Him we are. “In Christ” is the sweet music
of this Epistle, sweet and precious to God and to those, who
enter into these things in the Spirit. But here we are
told that Christ Himself is to dwell in us. What a difference
there is between an occasional guest in a home and one who

*A strange delusion it is, when men and women seek by self-surrender,
prolonged prayer and fasting, etc., to obtain the manifestation of the
power of the Spirit of God. We have often found these misguided
souls ignorant of the Glory of God as displayed in the Person and Work
ot Christ, They know nothing of God’s Masterpiece.
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really comes to abide. Christ is not to be a visitor in the
heart of the believer, but He is to dwell there. Beautifully
does this petition correspond with the words of our Lord.
Read John xv, His parable of the Vine and the Branches.
“Abide in Me and I in you,” “We will come unto Him, and
make our abode with him” (John xiv:23). “I in them and
Thou in Me,” thus He prayed before He went to the Cross.
and Paul, through whom the Holy Spirit prayed this prayer
for the Saints of God, knew the blessed truth, for he con-
fessed “I live, nevertheless not I, but Christ liveth in me”
(Gal. 1i:20). And faith is to lay hold of it, while the Holy
Spirit makes it a reality for us. And then to walk, to live,
to act, to serve with the consciousness Christ dwells in my
heart! The Christ of the Glory, the Christ of God in me and
I in Him. As we are occupied with Him and His Glory,
He dwells in our hearts by faith. We must be rooted and
grounded in love. As we think of Christ, are occupied
with Him and His Glory and He dwells in us, we shall
indeed be rooted and grounded in that love which passeth
knowledge. The roots are to go deeper and deeper into the
love of God. While all about us is being parched spiritually,
because the apostate masses turn their backs upon the
Gospel and the Cross of Christ, the roots of our faith must
take the strength and joy out of that never-failing source,
the love of God. Then we shall be grounded like the
deeply-rooted tree. And what can give stability in these
last days but “keeping ourselves in the love of God.”

And then we come to the dimensions. We are to compre-
hend with all saints what is the breadth and length and
depth and height. But who knows these dimensions? It
will take eternity to comprehend it all. Look at the out-
stretched arms of the blessed One on the Cross! Here we
behold breadth—*“Come unto Me all” is the message as it
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comes from the cross. The length of His love is from
eternity to eternity. The first chapter told us of the fact
that before the foundation of the world He thought of us.
He loved us before we ever existed. His love has no be-
ginning and no end. It is an eternal love with which He
loveth us.

And the depth! How deep, oh! how deep did He go down!
The manger? The boyhood days in Nazareth? The man-
hood where He had not where to lay His head? The life
that spent and was spent? Ah! the depths are far deeper.
Let the hours of darkness give the answer, when He descended
into the deep, dark waters of judgment and God’s face was
hidden from Him. Shall we ever know the depths of
His love?

The height takes us into the Heaven of heavens. Look
into an opened heaven! See the Glory-light! Behold there
on that throne, there sits, not an angel, but a man! “We
see Jesus who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor.”
And into that Glory He has taken us. His love could never
stop short of that. Where He is there the objects of His
love shall ever be with Him. ‘““The Glory Thou hast given
me I have given them.” Oh! the breadth, the length, the
depth, the height!

“To know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge.”
We are to know something which passeth knowledge. It is
a paradox. We know that love, and the more we know it
the more it passeth our knowledge. Shall we ever know
fully the love that passeth knowledge? This ever must be
our blessed occupation to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge. And what are the consequences?
“That ye may be filled unto (not with) all the fullness of
God.” 1In the measure in which we know the love of Christ,
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and comprehend the dimensions of this love, in the measure
in which we have Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith and
are rooted and grounded in love, in that measure shall we
be filled unto all the fullness of God.

6. The Great End Doxology. (Verses 20-21.)

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto
him be glory in the church in Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen.”

One feels like dropping the pen and leave untouched this
wonderful outburst of praise given by the Holy Spirit. How
blessed are these final words of the three greatest chapters
of the Bible! And they are so fitting for the end of the
description of God’s Masterpiece. He is able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think. Often
these words have been misapplied. Some one prays for
help in earthly things and pleads this promise. Accordingly
the suppliant may expect a great deal more than he asked
for. But his prayer for increase in temporal things remains
unanswered. We have a perfect right to make all our wants
known before Him. He is interested in the smallest things
in our life. We can come with all our earthly need to the
throne of Grace and we shall never come in vain. The words
in this doxology, however, have nothing to do with earthly
needs and blessing. We are blessed in Christ with every
spiritual blessing. It is for us to claim all these wonderful
blessings which belong to us because we belong to Christ.
Let us open our mouth wide! Ask for spiritual blessing,
for the knowledge of that love which passeth knowledge;
pray to be strengthened by the might of His Spirit in the
inner man; pray for being filled unto all the fullness of God,
yea, ask much and He will do exceeding abundantly above
all that we asked. Exhaust all imagination in thinking on
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the glory of Christ and your glory in Him. Think of the
highest, the best, the most glorious in connection with Christ
and our union with Him, as well as our inheritance. And
after we have come to the end of all our thinking and expecta-
tion, He will do exceeding above all we think. Glory to
His Name!

“To Him be glory in the church in Christ Jesus, unto all
the generations of the age of ages. Amen.” It is and ever
will be eternal praise, because it is eternal glory. And the
church, His Masterpiece, is the vessel of His praise. There-
fore He took us up and put us into the one body “that in the
ages to come He might display the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.” Could
God have given a higher revelation than this? Could He
say more than what He hath said in these wonderful chapters
in Ephesians? May the prayer of His Spirit be answered in
all who read these truths, so that His gracious purpose may
be accomplished in us and through us.



CHAPTER IV
THE SECOND PART OF EPHESIANS

We have finished the first part of this great Epistle, with
its profound and blessed revelation concerning the Master-
piece of God. We have learned the surpassing riches of
His Grace. God planned His Masterpiece before the
foundation of the world. This fact and the work of the
Godhead we found revealed in the first chapter. There
we saw how God produces His great work. What material
we are by nature, dead in trespasses and sins, enemies of
God, and children of wrath, and what God, rich in mercy
for the great love wherewith He has loved us, does for us in
Christ we learned from the first part of the second chapter.
Then followed the mystery of the Masterpiece, 2 mystery
which was not made known in former ages. This mystery
is the church, the body of Christ, the fullness of Him, that
filleth all in all. We repeat what was said before, it is God’s
highest revelation He has made known to man. It is un-
fathomable in its depths, unsearchable in its riches. An
Eternity of Glory will make known the vastness and fullness
of all we find in these first three chapters of Ephesians, the
most marvellous portion of the Word of God. From the
prayer of the apostle we learned that the knowledge and
enjoyment of it is only possible if the eyes of our hearts are
enlightened. The Spirit of wisdom and revelation, the
same Spirit who penned through the Apostle of the Gentiles
these blessed truths must lead us into the heart knowledge
of all these revelations. These things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God. And blessed be God! that it is
also written of us that we possess the Spirit of God. He
dwells in the believer. “Now we have not received the spirit

102



UNSEARCHABLE RICHES 103

of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom'
teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discetned” (1 Cor. ii:12:14). The
Spirit of God must open our understanding; only through'
His power can we lay hold of this great revelation and know
the hope of His calling. And when the power of the Holy
Spirit leads us into a spiritual knowledge, that knowledge
becomes the power in our lives to live unto the praise of the
Glory of the Grace which has saved us.

And Christendom turns away from this revelation. Many
who claim to be teachers of Christianity ignore what God
has revealed. They set aside the truth which God has made
known and put in its place their own inventions and schemes
to accomplish, what they term, the lifting up of humanity.
When one meditates on these great riches of God in Christ
Jesus and the love which passeth knowledge, when the
Holy Spirit enlightens the eyes, the rejection of all this by
professing Christians appears appalling. And the tide of
this rejection rises. Voices on all sides declare that “revealed
religion™ must be doomed; “revealed religion” must be swept
away to clear the path for the coming religion which man is
to discover by his own ingenuity. This course followed by
the boasting leaders of apostate Christendom verifies the
statements of the Word of God. ‘“The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God . . . he
cannot know them.” The men who deliberately aim at the
Gospel and the revelation connected with it show thereby
that they have not the Spirit of God. And they possess
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not the Spirit of God because they were never born again.
They are but natural men, not having the Spirit (Jude 19).
The way which they follow is the way of Cain, who rejected
God’s revelation and felt no need of a sacrifice. They deny
the truth of God and instead ‘“‘their mouth speaketh great
swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because
of advantage” (Jude 16).

This rejection of the revelation concerning God’s Master-
piece leads to a moral decline. When man turns away from
God’s revelation he plunges into darkness and there is no
limit where he will end morally. The dreadful path de-
scribed in Romans I is still the path open to all who turn their
backs upon God and who become “vain in their imagina-
tions,” their hearts being darkened. Romans 1:28-32 is
strikingly reproduced in 2 Timothy iii:1-5. Only there is a
difference. Romans describes the moral condition of the
Gentile world without God and without Christ. The
passage in the second Epistle to Timothy gives a prophetic
picture of those who have a form of godliness, who profess
Christianity but deny the power thereof. When ears turn
away from the truth they are turned to fables with their
accompanying delusions and moral declensions.

We examine now the second part of this Epistle. It begins
with an exhortation. “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called” (iv:1). This is how the second part begins. Itis
obvious then, to walk worthy as a Christian, one has to know
the vocation, the calling, wherewith God calls us. The
calling of God into what God has called us according to the
good pleasure of His will, is made known in the first part of
the Epistle. The practical result of the knowledge we have
gained concerning the Masterpiece of God and our calling
must be 2 walk worthy of that calling. A prayerful study of
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Ephesians i-iii, and we might add, a continued study in
dependence of the Holy Spirit, will shape our character as
Christians and govern our walk. Therefore those who do not
reckon with God’s revelation, who ignore the calling, cannot
seek the things above, but will mind earthly things.

What the worthy walk is which is the result of the knowl- -
edge of our calling, is made known to us in chapters iv-vi.
Though it does not lead us as high as the preceding section,
yet it is needful that we examine the exhortations addressed
to us. We shall find many blessed things here which will
be helpful to all whose desire is to please God.

We do not intend to give a detailed analysis of these chap-
ters. We divide these three chapters into seven parts.

1. The practical Manifestation of the Masterpiece (iv:1-6).

2. The Ministry in connection with the Masterpiece
(iv:7-16).

. The Walk in Righteousness and Holiness (iv:17) v(21).
. The Mystery seen in the family relationship (v:22) vi(4).
. Exhortations to Servants and Masters (vi:5-9).

. The Warfare and the Victory (vi:10-20).

. The Conclusions (vi:21-24).

O W

THE PRACTICAL MANIFESTATION
Chapter IV:1-6

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love (Verse 1, 2).

The second part of the Epistle to the Ephesians is now
before us. As we have stated before, the knowledge of the
vocation wherewith God has called us, the vocation so
marvellously revealed in the first part of the Epistle, must
result in a walk worthy of this calling. In Colossians we
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find the exhortation to ““walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing” (Col. i:10). In Thessalonians is recorded another
“worthy.” “That you would walk worthy of God, who
hath called you unto His Kingdom and glory” (1 Thess.
ii:12). In Philippians our conversation is to be “as it
becometh the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27). Each of these
exhortations is characteristic to the Epistles in which they
are recorded and therefore showing the perfection of these
inspired documents. The vocation includes all the blessed
things we have learned into which God’s Love and Grace
has brought us in Christ. If we look upon the third chapter
(verses 2-21) as parenthetical, the vocation stands then
more prominently related to the closing verses of the second
chapter. The Masterpiece of God is the church, the body
of Christ. We are the habitation of God through the
Spirit. Wonderful calling! And now the prisoner of the
Lord speaks, he to whom all these great revelations had
been given and who is in the prison in Rome. But why
does Paul mention again the fact that he is a prisoner?
He had done so once before (chapter iii:1). What is the
meaning of this repetition? Different motives which may
have prompted the Apostle have been mentioned. Some
have though he tried to excite sympathy. Others state
that he spoke of his condition as a prisoner to prove that
his faith and love were not shaken by persecution. These
and other opinions can hardly be correct. We must rather
look upon the prisoner of the Lord, the Apostle, who knew
the vocation so well and walked himself worthy of it, as a
unique illustration of the position of the church in this
present evil age. God’s saints are not called to reign now,
but to suffer. The path of the Church is the path of the
Head, our blessed Lord, when He was down here. Paul’s
own experience shows a practical picture of this. And as
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the chosen instrument to reveal all these blessed truths
concerning the church and her great destiny, shut up in a
prison, in his suffering filling up “that which is behind of
the afflictions in Christ” (Col. i:24), he beseeches us, joint~
members in that body, to walk worthy of the vocation.

And the first mentioned is extremely precious. He be-
seeches us to walk “with all lowliness and meekness.” The
Holy Spirit puts these two words into the foreground—
“lowliness and meekness.” He does not speak of big
things. He does not exhort to undertake some great work,
to give ourselves to an untiring service, to seek special
gifts and special power. Lowliness and meekness is what
is worthy first of all of the vocation wherewith He has
called us. And these two words, which every true believer
loves, remind us of our Lord. They are a sweet echo of
what came from His own lips, “Take my yoke upon you
~ and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matt.
x1:29). Yea, that blessed life lived in this poor world of
sin and ruin was the life of lowliness and meekness. He
emptied Himself. He made of Himself no reputation.
Let us then remember our vocation. We are called to be
like the Son of God. We are one with Him. As we have
so fully learned from the preceding chapters, we shall be
sharers of His inheritance, we shall share His eternal glory
and bear His image in eternal ages. Oh! marvellous destiny!
Unsearchable riches of Christ! We shall be with Him and
like Him. But now we are still in the world, though no
longer of it. Of us He said, “They are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world”” (John xvii:16). We are in the
world as His representatives. “As Thou hast sent Me into
thye world, even so have I also sent them into the world. »
We are called to walk, even as He walked (1 John ii:6).
“Let zthis mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus”
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(Phil. i1:5). The Holy Spirit tells us then, that the first
thing in the walk worthy of the vocation is to manifest
Himself in our life. His path of lowliness and meekness
must become ours. It will be so, if the eyes of our hearts
are enlightened and we know the Hope of His calling. If
that glorious Hope fills our souls, we do not want to be
anything down here. The heart then yearns to follow
in His steps, to be emptied of self and to bear His reproach.
And as we know what Grace is, what Grace has done for
us, that it is all of Grace, we learn our dependence, our
nothingness. This produces the other fruit of the Spirit
in us, meekness. We become gentle towards the brethren,
esteeming them higher than ourselves. And then follows
what is inseparably connected with lowliness and meekness,
“with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love.” The
calling wherewith we are called has shown us that we are
members of one body. We are all “the Beloved of God
called Saints.” Here then is the worthy walk towards the
fellow members in His body. Love, even the love of Christ,
is to be the governing principle towards all the Saints of
God. No strife, no envy, no malice, no hypocrisy, no
evil speaking, but gentleness, long suffering, bearing and
forbearing. Alas! how great the failure! How little, oh!
how very little the exhortation of the prisoner of the Lord
has become a reality in the life of His Saints. Sad is the
failure, when there is much knowledge concerning the body
of Christ, the doctrines of grace, and when those who possess
such knowledge can act ungraciously, one towards another.
We all must bow our heads in sorrow and shame over the
common failure. May it please God, as long as we are yet
down here, to give all His Saints power, the power of His
Spirit, to walk—with all lowliness and meekness, with long
suffering, forbearing one another in love.
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“Giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Verses 3-6).

The Unity of the Spirit exists. We are not asked to pro-
duce it, but exhorted to keep this unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. What then is this unity of the Spirit? The
answer will easily be found in the preceding chapters of this
Epistle. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer, for he is
sealed by that Spirit of promise, by whom we have also
access unto the Father. Believers are, therefore, “an
habitation of God through the Spirit.” All are members
of the one body, the church. The oneness which of necessity
results from the indwelling of the Spirit in each one, and He
having united us with Christ and put us in His body as a
member, constitutes the unity of the Spirit. It is therefore
a unity which God in His infinite Grace has made Himself.
He has formed it by His Spirit and has revealed it in His

‘Word. We are to own it by keeping this unity in the bond
of peace. If God has done such a marvellous work, if in
His Masterpiece He has united believing Jews and Gentiles
in one body and given to each believer the same Spirit,
what diligence we should constantly use to manifest it in a
practical way! This unity can never be destroyed, for it is
the workmanship of God. But the unity may be denied
and the expression of it completely lost. Alas! this is the
common thing about us in our times. Sectarianism is a denial
of the unity of the Spirit. We keep the unity of the Spirit
when we recognize in every true believer 2 member of the
same body. We must look upon each as redeemed by the
same precious blood, as indwelt by the same Spirit, who
indwells us, and as called with the same calling. Then can we
keep this unity in the bond of peace, by walking in all-
lowliness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing each
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other in love. Pride, self-assertion, self-will, censoriousness
and harsh judgment make the expression of the unity of the
Spirit impossible, What then is needed to practise this
loving injunction of the prisoner of the Lord? What will
enable us to keep this unity? We must constantly feed on
the great realities of our redemption in Christ. What God
has wrought for us and for all our fellow saints, the fact that
the Holy Spirit dwells in us and also in every other believer,
the truth that all are members of the same body, must con-
stantly be before our eyes. And we shall lose sight of these
facts, if we do not continually let His Word speak to our
hearts. Then we must love the brethren, pray for all His
people, bear their burdens, thank the Lord for all of them.
It needs daily practice. Much will arise to hinder. Many
of His Saints appear often unlovable and others misunder-
stand us, perhaps speak evil of us. Then we must go on our
knees and pray. It seems nowhere is the failure to keep the
unity of the Spirit so great, as among the many small sects
of so-called “holiness people,” as well others, who condemn
each other. While among others, who claim deliverance
from sectarianism, the failure is equally marked.

The verses which follow are of deep interest. We find the
three persons of the Godhead here, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, but in reverse order. To assist in a better compre-
hension of these verses, we give them in the following form:

1. One Body.
The Holy Spirit 2. One Spirit.
3. One Hope.

»

One Lord.
. One Faith.
One Baptism.

The Son of God; the Lord

N »n
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(7. One God and Father of all,
The God and Father who is above all and through
all and in all.

Here then we find the details of this unity. We must look
at these seven things separately and study their relation to
each other. In the first chapter we saw the work of the
Godhead revealed. That chapter starts with the Father,
followed by the work of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Here
the Holy Spirit is in the foreground, because it concerns the
unity accomplished by Him. This rests upon the Lord,
the Son of God, while the God and Father is above all, and
through all and in all.

The one body mentioned first of all is the church, the
fulness of Him, that filleth all in all. He is the Head of the
body. Each individual believer is a member of the body
of Christ. We are therefore members of Christ and members
_one of another (Rom. xii:4, 5). Let us see that the emphasis
rests upon the little word “is;” there is one body. It exists
and all denial from the side of man or satanic powers cannot
undo what God has accomplished and what He is doing.
The body of Christ is forming. Constantly the Spirit of
God is putting believers into that body, till some day it will
be completed. Nothing can hinder this work. The existing
divisions in the professing church are not the work of the
Spirit but the work of the flesh. By it the outward expres-
sion of the one body has been lost. All schism in the body
is therefore wrong and unscriptural. Sects and parties are
a denial of the one body. In 1 Corinthians iii we read of the
beginning of the divisions in the church and the Spirit of
God censures it severely. The divisions and factions which
arose in Corinth are pronounced as carnal by the Holy
Spirit. In Galatians v:19 seditions and heresies are men-
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tioned; these words mean ‘“‘parties and schools of opinion,”
which divide believers and are classed in the above passage
with the works of the flesh, adultery, fornication, murders
and drunkenness. Therefore, those who create division in
the body must be shunned. “Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cause divisions . . . and avoid them”
(Rom. xvi:17). The history of Israel, the professing people
of God in the Old Testament, is a history of failure, but -
sadder still is the failure of the church and its division
into sects, parties and circles of fellowship. An outward
unity cannot be brought about. All efforts made in this
direction but results in other divisions, as it has been abun-
dantly proven. The attempt made to unify Christendom
by church federation, union of denominations, amalgamation
of certain sects, reveals the Babylonian spirit. A counterfeit
union will some day be accomplished in Christendom, but
it will be headed by the man of sin. For this all is preparing.
In the midst of all the confusion, the ever-increasing apostasy,
the true believer can walk worthy of the vocation, wherewith
he is called, by keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. Where there is evil doctrine and an evil walk
in Christians, separation from such is as much demanded
as fellowship with all the Saints of God.

Then there is also one Spirit. This is the Holy Spirit.
He came on the day of Pentecost. The Baptism of the Spirit
then took place and the body of Christ, the church, began on
earth. The same Spirit dwells in every believer and it is this’
baptism of the Spirit, who was given on the day of Pentecost,
which makes us members of the one body. “For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been
all made to drink into one spirit” (1 Cor. xii:12). All
sinners, who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, become thus
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sharers of the one Spirit, who was given. This Spirit
unites us to Christ; “one Spirit with the Lord.” He also
unites us one to another. Thus the body of Christ, the
church is one body, by the one Spirit.

Next there is one hope of your calling. It is one destiny,
which the one body has, formed and indwelt by the one
Spirit. The Hope of the Church is to meet the Lord, our
blessed Head, in Glory. Our one Hope is, to see Him as He
is, to be like Him, to reign with Him, to share His Throne
and His Glory. No parties, no sects, no classes of brethren,
such as exclusives or open, will be recognized nor exist
in the coming day, when the one body will be joined to
the Head in glory. Then it will be visibly demonstrated
that there is one body and the world will know the truth of
it. For this He prayed, “And the glory which thou gaveest
me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one. I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made

- perfect in one; and that the world may know, that thou hast
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me”
(John xvii:22-25). What a powerful incentive the blessed
Hope of the imminent coming of our Lord should be in
keeping the unity of the Spirit! One Body, One Spirit, One
Hope—these three are inseparably connected. Here we
have, what has been called, the inner circle. It is the
Masterpiece of God into which all true believers are formed.

The next three linked with the Lord are also connected
with the Church. It presents the aspect of public pro-
fession. One Lord, One Faith, and One Baptism. Here
we see a unity, which includes all who profess Christian
discipleship. The One Lord is our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Head of the one body. We must own Him as our Lord
and walk in obedience under Him. This is the profession
of Christians; in the sphere of Christendom, Christ is pro-
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fessedly owned as Lord. The “one faith” is the common
faith in the Lord and the revelation of God; what men
profess to believe in. Baptism mentioned here is water-
Baptism. Baptism with the Spirit cannot be meant, for
it was already stated in the previous verse. Whenever
baptism is mentioned and nothing else added to it, we must
acknowledge it as water-baptism. And Baptism is both,
the initiatory rite of Christian profession and an expression
of faith in the one Lord.*

The seventh, “One God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in all,” is still wider. It applies to the
one body on the one hand and also in a far wider sense to
“every family in heaven and on earth” (Eph. iii:15).

“One God and Father in us all, that is, His abode in us.
“Through us all,”’ expresses the thought, that He is every-
where in us all; He dwells there; He is there in His power,
identifying Himself with His own. Spiritually He is in us.
As Ruler He is everywhere. They who are partakers of
this oneness, are united to Christ as Christ is to the Father;
thus the Father is in us all. What a bond in this new crea-
tion!” May God in His Grace and through the power of

*We have then the circle of profession, not meaning by that at
all to imply mere profession, while yet it leaves room for it. Here we
have “one Lord,” Christ in the authority which belongs to Him; “one
faith,” that is to say, one creed, the common range of truth which
belongs to us all;. “one baptism,” which is not, as we see at once, the
baptism of the Spirit, for that would link with the first circle rather than
with the second one.  Moreover, baptism spoken of in this way, simply
by itself, always seems to mean what we ordinarily call that: the baptism
of the Spirit has to be expressed by this addition. The language here
is used, in fact, analogically, the baptism of water being analogous with
that which is a deeper thing; but in the apostle’s words here it is simply
the baptism of water, which connects, as we have seen, throughout with
the kingdom, and therefore with the Lord. It is that in which the
Lord is owned. It is that which brings into the sphere of discipleshi
and thus is linked with the “one faith,” which is the disciples’ creed.
All is perfectly fitted together, therefore, here.—Numerical Bible.
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His Spirit enable us to give diligence to keep this unity in
the bond of peace.

THE MINISTRY IN THE MASTERPIECE
Ephesians iv:7-13

“But unto each one of us hath been given grace according to the
measure of the gift of Christ” (Verse 7).

After the exhortations to walk worthy of our vocation and
the admonition to give all diligence to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace, we come to the divinely appointed
means how this body is to be increased and to be built
up. He who planned His great Masterpiece and called
it into existence has also made, in His own wisdom, pro-
vision ““unto the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the
ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ.”

Every member in the body of Christ (and every true
" believer is such) has a gift, and is in that body for a specific
work, Each is a part of the great and wonderful organism,
and has his share and part in the increase and upbuilding
of the body. “For as we have many members in one body,
and all members have not the same office, so we being many,
are one body, and severally members one of another” (Rom.
xii:4-5). “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. And there are differences of ministries, but the
same Lord” (1 Cor. xii:4-5). It is the Lord who places us
as members in the body and has given to each as it pleases
Him, a gift. It is of the utmost importance that believers
learn to reckon with this fact and get beyond the narrow
and selfish thought that they are in the blessed relationship
in the body for their own salvation and happiness exclusively.
And if we realize that we possess as the members of Christ
the gift from the risen and ascended Lord, and that we are
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responsible to Him for that gift by which we are fitted to
minister for the edifying and the increase of the body, if
we realize this, the next important thing for us to know is,
what the gift is which the Lord has bestowed upon us as
individual members of His body. This we must discover,
and we shall find what is our place and gift if we wait on Him.
Self-seeking and self-choosing is impossible. It all rests
in His hands. He gives unto each grace according to the
measure of His own gift. Much confusion and friction in
the church is the result of one member trying to do the work
of another; to be something and do something for which
there is neither gift nor grace given. How many want to
preach or be teachers, hold a place of prominence in the
body! Many of the unpleasant disturbances, misunder-
standings and bad feelings in local assemblies are the result
of members who attempt to serve in a place into which the
Lord never called them. 1 Cor. x1i:12-31 gives us the more
complete information. And if we have learned the gift we
possess, the place into which the Lord has put us, our con-
cern must be to abide there and be faithful in it (Romans
xii:6-8). Many a member of Christ lost his joy and power
by leaving the ministry into which the Lord had called him.

“Wherefore He saith, when He ascended upon high, He led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. Now that He ascended, what is it
unless He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He
that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens
that He might fill all things” (Verses 8-10).

Once more the blessed truth of the exaltation of our Lord
is brought forward. - He ascended upon high. It directs
our attention to the close of the first chapter of this Epistle.
But here special emphasis is laid upon the fact that in
His triumph, He triumphed over all our enemies. He
led captivity captive and gave gifts unto men. By nature
we were the captives of Satan. He triumphed over him
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who has the power of death and stripped him of his power*
Satan became the captive of Christ. And now all those
who believe on Christ and constitute His body share in
His triumph. They are no longer under the power of Satan,
but have become delivered and are the trophies of the mighty
victor. This is the meaning when we consider that the
correct translation is ‘“He led captive a captivity,” i. e., those
who were in captivity or “a troop, a multitude of captives.”
The multitude of captives are His redeemed people, who con-
stitute His body. The view held by not a few expositors
that the multitude of captives are the Old Testament saints
whom He delivered out of hades and toock along in His
ascension is erroneous. It must be dismissed as fanciful
when one considers that the Old Testament saints are not
in view at all, neither in the first three chapters nor in the
practical exhortations of the last part of this Epistle.

Nor must we overlook that these words are a quotation
from Psalm Ixviii. But we discover an omission as we turn to
that Psalm. The last clause of verse 18 is not quoted in
Ephesians. After “thou hast received gifts for men’” we find
the words “for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might
dwell among them.” This statement concerns the Jewish
people; they are the rebellious. There is no place for this
truth in Ephesians, for it is occupied solely with the Master-
piece of God, the body of Christ. The day will come,
Blessed be God! when the rebellious nation will bow in
‘repentance before Him; in the day of His Second Coming
the remnant of Israel will be healed of all her backsliding,
and then gifts will be bestowed upon that nation, such as
are so fully promised in the Old Testament, and the Lord
will dwell amongst them. The men who teach an unscrip-
tural restitutionism, who press the statement “led captivity
captive” to such an extent that it includes all the wicked
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dead, may well consider the argument as given in this
exposition.

Quite generally the fact stated that Christ ascended and
first descended is linked with 1 Peter iii:18, etc., and it is
taught that our Lord descended again and again into hades
during the forty days between His resurrection and ascension
to announce there His victory. All this cannot be main-
tained in view of the great purpose of this Epistle. Nor
does the passage in Peter’s first Epistle teach that Christ
preached to the spirits in prison. It means that the Spirit
of Christ, who was in Noah, preached to the people of his
day who were disobedient, and are therefore now the spirits in
prison. “He descended first into the lower parts of the
earth” means His death and going down in the unseen
regions. The deepest depths of suffering and the death of
the cross is where He descended. And He who went into
such depths has ascended to such heights. And there He
is not alone. He has taken us up in His own blessed person.

“And He hath given some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; unto the perfecting of the

saints unto the ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ”
(Verses 11-12).

These are the gifts He has given, and the purpose of the
gifts. Other gifts are mentioned in Corinthians. The gift
of healing, the gift of speaking in an unknown tongue, the
gift of discerning the spirits and others are not included in this
list. They were not permanent gifts, and not absolutely
necessary for the increase and upbuilding of the body. The
gifts mentioned here abide to the end, till the body is com-
plete and removed from this earthly scene. Note, however,
that He speaks more specifically of the gifts which edify
the body, and does not speak of the Holy Spirit distributing
these gifts according to His will. The Apostles are the
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only Apostles which ever were in the church. The apostolate
of Mormonism and other cults is an invention of the devil.
Nowhere does it say that Paul, or Peter, or John should
have successors. But some arose in the very beginning of
the Christian church and claimed to be apostles, but were
liars (Rev. ii:2). All who lay claim to this title and with it
to ecclesiastical authority in the body of Christ, are de-
ceivers. The doctrines of the Apostles, especially the great
revelations through Paul, are in our possession as the
supreme gifts of the exalted Lord to His body. And the
doctrines of the Apostles are needed for the constant up-
building of the body. The New Testament prophets are
such who speak the Word of God for the exhortation and
comfort of God’s people. Anyone who speaks the truth of
God, giving comfort and exhortation based upon the re-
velation of God, is exercising the gift of 2 New Testament
prophet. The evangelist preaches the good news. His
work is for lost sinners. He proclaims the way of salvation,
from what and to what a sinner is saved, who believes on
the Lord Jesus Christ. The pastor and teacher are prac-
tically one. The teacher expounds the Word, teaches the
the doctrines of the Bible, and this brings him in touch with
the individual needs of the flock of Christ. And these gifts
remain till the Lord comes, for they are for the perfecting of
the saints unto the work of the ministry for the building up
of the body of Christ. 'This means that the perfecting of the
saints is unto the ministry, that they become fitted as
members in the body to do the individual ministry which re-
sults in the building up of that body. It is equally evident
that each gift is not for a part of the body, but for the whole
body, for every member in that body. To reach every mem-
ber of the body must be the prayerful aim of each gift to the
body. Itishardly necessary to call attention to the fact that
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all this is sadly ignored and marred in the present-day church-
ism. The modern method of calling a pastor, ordaining him,
expecting that he do all the work of the ministry, com-
bining in himself the gift of an evangelist, a teacher and a
pastor, is unscriptural. It sets aside the truth revealed
here, that some are evangelists, some pastors and teachers.
Alas! many of those ordained by men are not ordained
by the Lord. He has not called them nor fitted them to
minister to His body, and therefore, in spite of education
and college degrees, they are not fit to minister the Truth.
The ministry of such men who are not gifts by the Lord to
His church, uncalled and unfit, is not alone barren, but it
leads into spiritual darkness and decline. - The curse to-day
in evangelical Christendom are the men who pose as teachers
and preachers who stand up as the spiritual leaders of the
people, and who are only natural men, not having the Spirit.
They are blind leaders of the blind, speaking ‘“great swelling
words” (Jude : 16). It is not strange therefore that such
deny the faith, undermine the faith of God’s people, and
are rushing onward the apostasy till the judgment overtakes.
these enemies of the Cross. No true believer should support
such who are self-sent and know not the Gospel and the
Truth of God. But every member of the body is obliged
to make use of the true gifts the Lord still gives to His
church and wait, as well as support, their ministry.

“Till we all come unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a complete man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ. That we may be no longer babes,
tossed like a wave, and carried about with every wind of teaching, -
by the artifice of men in cunning craftiness, according to wily error;
but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things,
who is the head, even Christ; from whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according

to the working of each single part in its measure, maketh increase of
the body unto the upbuilding of itself in love” (Verses 13-16),
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The measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, the
“new man” (ii:15) will be reached when the body is joined
to the Head. When the church will enter in His presence
and He presents the church to Himself, glorious, having
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing (Eph. v:26), the
completion has come. Up to that blessed time, for which
every member of the body is to wait, the gifts are necessary
and the perfecting of the saints must go on. Till then the
Head in glory will give His gifts and remember the needs
of His body so that His saints will be perfected to do the
ministry, which rests upon them, for the building up of the
body itself. In this ministry and upbuilding, to go on till
He comes, the unity of the faith (delivered unto the saints
in His Word) and the knowledge of the Son of God are the
two leading features. The Spirit of God will always minister
the truth as revealed in the Word, and through that truth
the knowledge of the Son of God, till the blessed completion
comes and we shall see Him as He is. And this establishes
the heart. Many of God’s people are in the state of spiritual
babyhood, tossed like waves, they have no power to resist.
They are carried about by every wind of teaching produced
by false prophets and teachers, who often come in sheep
clothing, but are wolves, the instruments of Satan. How
much of this is seen to-day! And it will not be better in
the near future as long as His body is down here. The wiles
of the devil will increase. Teachers in the body, such who
know much of the truth and also possess a knowledge of the
Son of God, arise and teach perverse things to divide the
flock and draw disciples after them (Acts xx:30).* The

*We have reference to men like Russell and his host of self-styled
evangelists and teachers and to others who teach Restoration, denying

arts of the truth of God. The words “wily error” may also be trans-
ated “a system of error.” Russell and others have invented new
systems of error to hurt the people of God.
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Lord permits the flood of all kinds of false teaching, the
systems of error, to test His people, to exercise them in the
the faith delivered unto them and that they may prize more
highly the priceless value of the truth and their own posses-
stons in Christ. Sometimes excellent Christians fall victims
to these false teachings, but they do not remain there. But
our need is to advance in the truth, in the faith and the
knowledge of the Son of God. The greater the errors about
us the more marked must be the progress of God’s people.
This is the effectual answer to all error. We must speak
(or rather, “hold”) the truth in love and grow up unto
Him in all things, who is the head, even Christ.

The sixteenth verse brings us back to the Head in glory,
He who has ascended up far above all heavens, filling all
things. He puts the whole body together and ministers
unto its needs. We can do nothing better than quote an
excellent and helpful comment on this great truth from the
pen of another.

“It is from Christ, then, that the whole body is to be
built up—every part helping in this, every part ministering -
to every other part (how we suffer, therefore, from the dis-
location of saints from one another which we find to-day),
and each part needing to be developed according to its
measure also. How much we need then to care for one
another and to think of one another, even to think rightly
concerning ourselves! If the whole body is to be built up,
we need all, clearly, to work for this, and in the measure of
every part the body builds itself up. Let us notice that.
Gifts of every kind have their place, but then there are no
giftless parts. The body as a whole builds itself up. The
gifts exclude no action of any part of the body, but, on the
contrary, are meant to induce the fullest activity on the part
of every member. All that we have, we have to serve with;
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all that we have is responsibility as well as privilege. And
let us notice that this building up can only be in love. That
is the spirit of it all. That is the only possible spirit which
will beget true ministry, and love always will. How is it
possible, if we love others, to see them in the need in which
they are and not seek to minister to that need? And how
little shall we allow any thought of our insufficiency to
prevent us realizing the sufficiency of Him who is fitting us
all together to accomplish in us the true character of one who
ministers, which is only His character who is the Minister
to us alll How can we be in any right fellowship with Him
without being ministers after the pattern of His gracious
ministry.”’*

THE WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS
Ephesians iv:17-v:21

“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye should no longer
walk as the Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind. Having the
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;
who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness,
to work all uncleanness with greediness.” (Verses 17-19.)

With these words the exhortations are introduced concern-
ing a walk in righteousness. Such a walk must ever be the
witness before a world, which lieth in the wicked one; it is
the outward evidence of the reality of God’s Masterpiece
and of the power which is to usward who believe. The
“therefore” leads us back to the second chapter. Every
“therefore” in scripture demands a “wherefore.” This we
find in chapter ii:11-12. “Wherefore remember.” What
they were as Gentiles is given in those verses. What
Gentiles are in their natural condition is here once more

*Numerical Bible on Ephesians,
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put before us. The Grace of God takes us out of all these
conditions and puts also power on our side to walk “no
longer as the Gentiles walk.” Such a blessed transformation
was revealed unto the chosen instrument, the Apostle Paul,
when he received his commission from the Lord. He sent
him to the Gentiles “to open their eyes, that they may-
turn from darkness unto light, and the power of Satan
unto God” (Acts xxvi:17-18).

And how solemn is the description of what Gentiles are
by nature! The statement in verse 19 contains in a few
words the fuller revelation as given in the first chapter of
Romans. Such is the Gentile-world still. Nor must we °
overlook the fact, that beneath the thin veneer of the present
day civilization and culture, which rejects Christ and the
Gospel, there is the same darkened understanding, the
same alienation from God, the same heart-blindness and
the uncleanness of which these words speak.

“But ye have not so learned Christ, if so be that ye have heard Him
and have been taught by Him, according as the truth is in Jesus; that .
ye put off as concerns your former manner of life the old man, who is
corrupted according to the deceitful desires; and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, who after God is
created in righteousness and true holiness” (Verses 20-24).

Saved by Grace these Gentiles had become acquainted
with Christ and learned better things. They had heard
Him. This sentence calls to mind the confession of Ephraim-
in the last chapter of Hosea. “Ephraim shall say, What
have I to do any more with idols? I have heard Him and
observed Him” (Hos. xiv:8). It is hearing Him and
beholding Him, which changes everything. We notice
briefly that the name “Christ” is first mentioned and after-
ward the name “Jesus.” It is here where one can discover
the deeper spiritual lessons. “Christ” as we have seen in our
previous meditation, is the name of our Lord in resurrection.
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He who died for our sins, was raised for our justification
and is now as the glorified One in the highest heaven, must
be .learned first. He is the great object for faith. When
we know Him thus and know by faith our identification
with Him, the great truths, we found revealed in the first
three chapters of the Epistle, then we shall also walk and
live according to the truth “as it is in Jesus.” Jesus, is the
name of our Lord as He walked on this earth in humiliation.
As such He is our pattern. We must follow in His steps and
walk even as He walked. But this is not possible till we
have learned Him, heard Him and known Him as the One,
who has saved us. The teachings of certain religious
sentimentalists ““to do as Jesus did,” advocated in that
misleading booklet “What would Jesus do?” and in others
as well, are delusions. We must know Christ in His work
for us and then with that knowledge walk as He walked.

 The truth that is in Jesus is stated in the words which
follow. It is having put off the old man and having put
on the new man. This is indeed a blessed truth. We are
never told as a new man in Christ Jesus, created in righteous-
ness and true holiness, to try to put off the old man and
with all kinds of resolutions and endeavors to get rid of the
old man. Whoever does that is ignorant of what God has
accomplished for us and will soon find out the hopeless task
he has engaged in, an endeavor which ends constantly in
the most miserable failure. The old man is put away by
the cross of Christ; there he has come to an end for us.
“Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him,
that the body of sin might be done away, that we should no
longer be enslaved to sin” (Rom. vi:6, 1911 Bible Tr.).
This is Christian truth, truth which makes free from doubt
and bondage. The old man s put away, the new man is
put on. We have received something new. We are re-
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newed in the spirit of our mind and have put on the new man.
Grace has unclothed us and clothed us. Grace made
an end of the old man and put on for us the new man. Oh!
that all God’s dear children might lay hold of this truth in
Christ, who died for us! It is done for us. We need not
to strive to get rid of the old man; he was put to death in
the death of Christ. We need not to seek to have the new
man put on; He is put on by God’s power. We are a new
creation. We are in possession of that which is created in
righteousness and true holiness. Therefore we must no
longer walk in that sphere, out of which we have been
brought, no longer after the old man, no longer walk as
the Gentiles walk.

“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his |
neighbour; for we are members one of another. Be ye angry and sin
not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath; neither give place to the
devil. Let him that steals steal no more; but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to
give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is good for needful building up, that it
may minister grace unto the hearers” (Verses 25-29).

This is the practical putting off and putting on. What
God has done for us must always be acted upon in faith
and thus become a reality in our lives. What does it help
us, if we know these things and do them not! There are
many who know what is termed ‘“‘positional truth,” their
standing in Christ, yet their lives, their walk is destitute
of the practical manifestation of their faith. May we all
be kept from holding the truth in unrighteousness. And how
one might enlarge on each of these exhortations! All
falsehood is to be put off. The deceitful and flattering
tongue, all false pretensions, all acting of untruth must be
put away. ‘“Behold thou desirest truth in the inward
parts” (Psalm xli:6). Perhaps nowhere are so many untrue
things spoken among Christians as in the so-called “testi-
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mony meetings.”” Men and women are urged to give “their
experiences.” How much is said which, in the eyes of our
omniscient Lord, is not true and how often is it said to
appear in the best light before others. May we walk
cautiously before Him, before whose judgment seat we
shall have to appear.

But are we commanded to be angry and exhibit anger
to which sin is not attached? There is a righteous anger
which is not sinful. The Lord Jesus Christ manifested
such a sinless anger. ‘“He looked round about them with
anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts” (Mark
ili:5). When truth is perverted or that blessed and worthy
name is dishonored, a righteous feeling of displeasure arises
in the heart of the believer. This is not sin. But we are
warned “let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” The
wrath of man, if nursed and continued, worketh not the
righteousness of God (James 1:20). How easy it is to harbor
feelings which are sinful and then give place to the devil.
What watchfulness with prayer is needed in our days, so as
not to give place to the devil in anything! Then follow the
other exhortations with their negative and positive sides.
Corrupt communications are not to proceed out of the
mouth of a member of the body, but the speech is to be such
by which fellow-members are built up, that grace may be
ministered to the hearers. This is indeed a very needed
word. Anything that is vulgar has in it the elements of
corruption. It grieves the Holy Spirit. Therefore we
are also exhorted: “Let your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to
answer every man” (Col. iv:6). In view of such divinely
given exhortations, the practice of certain religious
leaders to use “slang,” wvulgar and common expressions
in public speech must be condemned. Their rough, and
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sometimes almost indecent utterances, may attract the
crowds and entertain them; they do, however, not minister
grace thereby, but grieve the Holy Spirit.

This solemn exhortation comes next. “And grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom ye have been sealed unto
the day of redemption.” He dwells in us. All must be
avoided which in any way displeases the holy guest who
has made each believer His dwelling place. When we sin,
as alas! we do, we sin against Him, who is given to us of God
and He is grieved. Confession and self-judgment will
bring the grieving of the Spirit to an end, so that He will
manifest His blessed power and office work in and through
us. That He dwells in us and we are sealed thereby is the
evidence of our eternal security. We are sealed by Him
unto the day of redemption. We may grieve Him, but we
can never grieve Him away. He will never leave those in
whom He has come to dwell, because they trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ and belong to Him. He abides with us forever.

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice;
and be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving
one another, even as God in Christ hath forgiven you”
(v:31-32). Every child of God loves these exhortations and
longs daily to walk in obedience to all these words. May
God’s power enable us to walk thus. If these blessed words
were heeded, what gracious witness the world would see,
that we are the Masterpiece of God created in Christ Jesus
unto good works.



CHAPTER ¥V
. THE WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS
Chapter v:1-20

“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children, and walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour” (Verses 1, 2).

To forgive one another as God in Christ hath forgiven
us, is the last word in the preceding chapter. The blessed
exhortation with which the fifth chapter starts is closely
linked with it. Therefore—because God, in His infinite
Grace, has taken us up and as His Masterpiece redeemed
us, made us nigh by the Blood of Christ, raised us up with
Christ, seated us in the heavenlies and made us fellow heirs
and of the same body—therefore we are to be followers of
God. The literal meaning is “imitators of God.” This is
even more than to walk as Christ walked. It leads us
higher than that. We are called to manifest the character
of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. As His
dear children we are to be imitators of Him, Who has be-
gotten us again. We see it in children; they love to imitate
their parents and take them as patterns. If an earthly
father loves his child and expresses constantly his love
towards his little one, that one will unconsciously imitate
his ways. And our God has made us His beloved children.
No earthly father can ever love us as our God loveth us in
Christ. It is a love which does not change, which knows
no fluctuations; it is an eternal love. Triumphantly we
shout in faith in the presence of all our enemies, so com-
pletely vanquished in Christ: “For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,

129
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nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom. viii:38-39).

God walks in love towards those who are in Christ. And
this needs to be emphasized. Many claim to-day the love of
God. Christ-rejectors, like “Christian Scientists”—the ad-
herents of liberal religion, and the new theology, speak of
the love of God. Their hope is a delusion. God’s love
can only find expression towards those who have believed
on His Son, and who, washed in His blood, are found in
Him. Such alone are the Beloved of God in whose hearts
the love of God is shed abroad. Only in Christ the love
of God can be known and can be enjoyed. “In this was
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God
sent His only begotten Son into the world that we might
live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another” (1 John iv:10-11).

And in this walk as imitators of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ is the blessed pattern. The way to express that love is
#ag the Christ loved us.” That love of Christ is seen, not
alone in His earthly life, in His loving words, in His deeds
of kindness and mercy. It centres in the Cross. There
He gave Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet-smelling savor. It is beautifully typified in
the whole burnt offering as commanded in the first chapter
of Leviticus.* In view of that love, which passeth know-
ledge, we are called to manifest the same love, the same
devotion, the same obedience. Then our lives will be
unto God a sweet savor of Christ (2 Cor. ii:15). We will
remind God by our walk of His blessed Son. What privilege!

*See Annotated Bible on “Leviticus.”
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What a high and holy calling down here, fully corresponding
to the Hope of His Calling!

“But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not
be once named among you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor
foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient; but rather
giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un-
clean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with
vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon
the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with
them” (Verses 3-7).

The prominence given to the vile things of the flesh is
on account of the heathenish customs out of which the
Ephesians and other Gentiles had come. Fornication,
prostitution and other unnamable vices were not alone
tolerated but sanctioned by these heathen as religious acts.
These horrible things were not even to be named among
Saints. But how is it to-day in professing Christendom?
The lust of the flesh, all it includes and all it leads to, con-
fronts us on all sides amidst those who lay claim to Chris-
tianity. The vices of heathendom hold full sway in the
midst of Christendom. Divorce courts are busy. Family
scandals, white slave traffic incidents and sexual degeneracy,
the filth of fallen human nature, are constantly published
in the newspapers. Obscene literature and pictures, indecent
dances and indecent shows are almost general throughout
Christendom. The masses of Christendom are living in
these awful corruptions of the flesh. It is a sign of approach-
ing judgment. Thus it has been in past history. Immorali-
ties precede always the stroke of judgment. And there are
well meaning men, reformers, as the heathendom of the past
had their reformers, who try to change these conditions.
We hear of eugenics, vice-commissions and other attempts
to arrest these conditions. Vice talks are given and these
would-be reformers often do the greatest harm by naming
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these vile things before the young* With these vice
investigations it is not so much the question of sin, but
rather the economic side. The only remedy for vice, the
Gospel of God, is ignored by these eugenists and vice-
reformers. God’s people must keep away from these things
and not defile themselves. “Let them not even be named
among you” is the divine injunction. ‘

There can be no inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ
and of God for such whose life is characterized by these
things. The wrath of God is in store for them. It fore-
tells the doom of professing Christendom. A child of God
may fall in some of these things, but no true believer will
live in them. If he were it would be an evidence that his
profession is not real. May we also notice that among
the viler things of the flesh, jesting, foolish talking and
covetousness, which is idolatry, are mentioned. Covetous-
ness is the love of getting, and the love of getting and the
love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim. vi:10).

Covetousness is idolatry. How large the number of these
idolators in the professing church! It is the sin which
kills all spirituality and makes a spiritual walk impossible.
Yet there are those who make a high profession, who have
much to say about “positional truth,” who are exclusive
in their church fellowship and talk of the Return of the
Lord, and with it all there exists that most subtle and low
form of idolatry. The man was right who requested prayer -
for a brother “who is getting rich.”

*An instance in point is the report of the Philadelphia vice commis-
sion. Members of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese planned to have
ten thousand copies of the report distributed through the mails. The
Chief Postal Inspector, however, described the report as unfit for
public print. He said: “I have read the vice commissioner’s report
\ and shall certainly nip in the bud any attempt that Bishop Rhinelander
or anyone else might make to send it through the mails. Not a copy
will ever leave this post office.
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“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children of light: for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness
and righteousness and truth; proving what is acceptable unto the
Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those
things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are
reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light” (Verses 8-13).

Believers cannot be partakers of these things. If they
were they would still be in darkness; but Grace has made
them the children of light. “Now are ye light in the Lord;
walk as children of light.”” This demands separation. As
the children of light we are enlightened, for He Who is the
light dwells in our hearts and our responsibility is to shine
as lights. “Ye are the lights of the world.” Walking in
the light means to bring everything in His presence and to
manifest in character and life the fruit of the Spirit.

“No fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness”
is the divine demand. The Lord Jesus Christ could not
have such fellowship and neither can we, who are one Spirit
with Him. And there is the positive side—‘“but rather
reprove them.”” When He was on the earth He reproved
the unfruitful works of darkness. It is noteworthy, that
our Lord’s condemnation was aimed at the religious Pharisees
and the rationalistic Sadducees. He pronounced His “woes”
upon them. Bible Criticism, new religion, the modern day
Phariseeism and Sadduceeism, these are unfruitful works of
darkness. ‘“Wherefore come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,
and I will receive you” (2 Cor. vi:17). Walking as the
children of light therefore means separation from evil,
religious and otherwise, and a definite witness against it.
And how much this is needed at the present time!

“Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the
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days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what
the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess;
but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God, and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves
one to another in the fear of God” (Verses 14-21).

The exhortation to awake out of sleep is not addressed
to an unsaved person, but to a Christian believer. Many
believers are in the state of spiritual sleep among the spirit-
ually dead in the world. To sleep among the dead is certainly
a dreadful condition. But the promise is given, that when
awaking comes, Christ will give light. A true believer
may fall asleep spiritually, he may have fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but he will never be
permitted to remain in that condition.

“Look, therefore, carefully how ye walk” (literal render-
ing). It is the walk in the light. Such a walk shuns
darkness. The days are evil. This is true of the entire
age in which we live; it is called “this present evil age.”
It can never be anything else than evil, and towards the end
of it the evil increases. Our days abundantly bear witness
to that fact. Anti-Christianity is stamped upon every-
thing. It needs therefore a careful walk. The power of
Satan and the world under his sway makes this necessary.
And we must use every opportunity we have for God and
advance in the things of God.

Then follows an interesting exhortation presenting a
contrast. “And be not drunken with wine, wherein is
excess, but be filled with the Spirit.” Many expositors
of this chapter have made this statement an occasion to
point out the evil of intemperance, which was next to forni-
cation and uncleanness, the leading vice of ancient heathen-
dom, as it is to-day one of the most degrading vices of
professing Christendom. However, drunkenness with wine
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is not the full object of this exhortation. The Spirit of
God is to have full control of the believer in Christ and
this Spirit is to fill us, permeate our being as wine permeates
physically the drunkard. Wine controls him, who uses
it to excess, but the Spirit is to fill and to control the child
of God. But there is more to be said. On the day of
Pentecost the people said of the Spirit-filled disciples, “they
are filled with new wine.”” They knew nothing of what.
it meant to be filled with the Spirit. It is equally easy to
mistake a carnal, soulical enthusiasm for the genuine filling
with the Spirit. How much of this we find about us!
There is the “strange fire” in religious meetings, in revival
services. Many an eloquent preacher, who sways the multi-
tudes and inspires them to some action and religious decision,
does so not by the power of the Spirit of God, but by a
counterfeit power. Animal magnetism, a carnal, soulical
enthusiasm, stands behind it. There is a physical intoxica-
tion and there is also a soulical intoxication, in which Satan
has control and through which Satan works. On the ground
of the Spirit and His work, Satan and his wicked spirits
with him deceive in the most subtle way. Here he imitates
as nowhere else.

The so-called “Pentecostal movements,” such as ‘‘the
gift of tongues” or “the apostolic faith” and others are
movements in which the great counterfeiter manifests his
wiles. These people seek for the Baptism of the Spirit;
they pray for another Pentecost and the filling with the
Spirit. They are ignorant of what the Scriptures teach
about Pentecost. They do not know that there was one
and only one Baptism with the Spirit. They seek the gift
of the Holy Spirit, not knowing, that He is the gift of God
to every one who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. While
waiting in a passive state for the desired gift and before
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it is imparted, they pass through an experience which
resembles intoxication. Their faces are contorted and
twitch; they fall to the ground and writhe, often they go
into convulsions, and we are told that exposures of an
immodest character have often been witnessed in their
meetings. All this, it is claimed, is the effect of the Spirit
of God and an evidence that He is filling them. But where
in the New Testament, in the Gospels, the Acts or the Epistles
does it say that “twitching”—*“screaming with a loud voice”
—“writhing”—“hysterical laughter”’-—*‘gnashing with teeth”
—““convulsions,” etc., are the results of being filled with the
Spirit? We read of these things but they are laid at the door
of demons. Demons convulse the human body and tear
it; they produce gnashing of teeth and falling to the ground.
More than once has it been discovered that with the claim of
having obtained the special gifts and filling with the Spirit,
the vilest things of the flesh were indulged in. This is the
work of demons.

“Be filled with the Spirit.” This does not mean that
we should pray for it. Nowhere after Pentecost are Chris-
tians told to seek the Spirit, to pray for the gift of the Spirit.
Many Christians pray for “another outpouring of the
Holy Spirit.” The phrase is incorrect. We can pray for a
new manifestation of the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit
dwells in the heart of the believer. He has come to be
the abiding guest. He is in us to fill us, and He will fill us,
if we let Him do it, if He is unhindered. “Be filled with the
Spirit” does not mean the seeking of some kind of an ex-
perience, an experience which follows surrender, “laying
all upon the altar”—fasting and prolonged prayer. It is
not that. “Be filled with the Spirit” means to let the Holy
Spirit “who is in us,” fill our being and permit Him ungrieved
and unhindered to manifest His power. May we open
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our whole being to Him and walk in obedience, abiding
in Christ, occupied with Christ, exalting Christ, and we shall
know what it means to be filled with the Spirit. And the
effect of it is given in the verses which follow. He makes
music in the heart; there is singing and making melody
to the Lord in the heart as well as worship and thanks-
giving unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. And He is the Spirit of Grace. “Submitting
yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”

THE MYSTERY AS SEEN IN THE FAMILY
Ephesians v:22; vi:4

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. For a husband is head of the wife, even as Christ is head of
the Church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands
in everything. (Verse 22-24.)

The exhortations which follow concern the Christian
family life. They are extremely precious. We find here
practical truths linked with the mystery of the Masterpiece
of God, which have been quite forgotten. Never has it been
more needful to call the attention of God’s people to these
truths as at this present time. We do not find these in-
structions concerning the family fully given in any of the
other Pauline Epistles. In Colossians they are briefly
mentioned (Col. iii:18-21); but in the Epistle to the Ephesians
the Spirit of God gives to'it the greatest prominence. Well
may we ask for the special reason. The thirty-second verse
of the fifth chapter supplies the answer. ‘“This is a great
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church.”
That is, in all these exhortations touching the family life
of Christian believers the Holy Spirit has the mystery
of the Masterpiece of God in view. The mystery is Christ
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and the Church; He the head and the church His body.
Here another phase of this blessed mystery is added. The
church is called the body of Christ, because she has received
His life and is one with Him. She is now seen in her love-
relation to Him, who is the Head. He loved the church
and gave Himself for it. The union of husband and wife
is therefore used as typical of the union of Christ and the
church.

Look back to the earthly tabernacle, which Israel pos-
sessed. The Glory of the Lord dwelt there. Every Israelite
could point to that place and say, this is the dwelling place
of the Lord and of His Glory. But that little tabernacle
was constructed after the pattern Moses had seen on the
mountain top. Moses beheld the glories above. The taber-
nacle was a shadow thing on earth of the real thing in heaven.
And in the present dispensation, in which God is forming
the body of Christ, there is to be on earth a testimony, a
little pattern of the love relation between Christ and the
Church. It is the Christian family.

This beautiful passage, the closing verses of the fifth
chapter of Ephesians, shows that the husband represents
Christ, and the wife represents the church. Both are to
testify in the sweetness and quietness of the home life to
the love of Christ and the obedient submission to Christ.

To the wife is given the first place. “Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands.” And why?! “For
a husband is head of the wife, even as Christ is head of the
church; and He is the Saviour of the body.” The wife is
therefore to be in submission to her own husband in every-
thing, as the church is subject unto Christ. Thus the wife
in her submission is to bear witness to the blessed relationship
of Christ and the Church.
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But this 1s a truth which is more than unpalatable in our
times. We hear much of the emancipation of the female
sex, woman’s rights and woman suffrage. A number of
years ago educated women made an attempt to publish
‘“The Woman’s Bible.” Words like Genesis 1ii:16: ‘“And
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee;” “Let the woman learn in quietness with all sub-
jection” (1 Tim. ii:11); “likewise ye wives, be subject to your
own husbands” (1 Pet. iii:1) etc., were rejected and omitted.
This spirit of rebellion against the place God has assigned
to woman has been growing and has become almost universal.
It bears its fruit. Where it leads to may be learned from
recent events in England. Women using the torch and
threatening human life to gain their supposed freedom.*

The wife has the blessed portion of being in subjection.
It is this which God delights in. Every true Christian
woman will be satisfied that it is the place the Lord has
given to her. The question arises, What, if the husband is
not a believer? Is she to submit in such a case? The
Word of God gives a definite instruction covering such a
case and adds a promise to it. “Likewise, ye wives, be
subject to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the
Word, they also may, without the Word, be won by the
manner of life of their wives; while they behold your pure
conversation in fear” (1 Pet. iii:1-2). It would be well
if Christian women would read and ponder over the words,
which follow in the third chapter of Peter’s first Epistle.
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward one of braiding
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on apparel;

*In talking with a leader of the “Woman’s Rights League” some
years ago, we quoted the Word of God to her. She claimed to be
a Christian woman, yet she answered: ‘““You quote the Bible; of course
the Bible keeps us down.” The poor woman had no knowledge of the
Word of God and its divine and only guide and authority for a Christian.
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but the hidden man of the heart, in that which is imperish-
able, even of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of
God is of great price. For after this manner in the old
time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands.”

“Husbands love your wives even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify it with the washing
of water by the Word. That He might present it to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish. So ought husbands to love their wives
as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no
man ever hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even
as the Lord the church.” (Verses 25-29.)

The husband is not to demand of the wife this submission
which is her part, nor to keep her in the place of subjection.
Husbands are to love their wives as Christ also loved the
church. He stands in the Christian family as the repre-
sentative of Christ and is called upon to love her, who
willingly takes the place under her husband. And what
is the character of the love the husband is to exhibit towards
the wife? How did Christ love the Church? He came
from Heaven’s glory to be the Servant of servants. He
came not to be ministered to but to minister and then to
give His life as a ransom for many. He served and is
serving the church. The husband’s love towards the wife
is to be expressed in loving service in her behalf and giving
honor unto her, as unto the weaker vessel (1 Pet. iii:7).
Strange it is that the Word of God should have been charged
with putting woman into the place of a servant. Not the
wife is to serve her husband, but the husband is to serve her
in love, thus manifesting in a little measure the love of
Christ for the church. Beautifully is this love of Christ
introduced in these exhortations. The love of Christ is
the great theme put before our hearts. It is true, as one
has expressed it, that the former dispensation was ‘“Thou
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shalt love the Lord thy God.” The present one is, “Behold
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us.”

But we must look a little deeper into these precious
statements about the love of Christ. It is a past, a present
and a future love. “He loved the Church and gave Himself
for it.” He loved the church before all time, in eternity,
and then He came to this earth and gave Himself for it.
But who is able to lay hold of this wonderful fact! He
gave Himself completely; it was self-giving. And then
follows His present service of love for those whom He
has redeemed by His blood.

“That He might sanctify it with the washing of water
by the Word.” This great present work He indicated in
the upper room, when He took the soiled feet of His dis-
ciples in His loving hands and washed them. It was a
symbolical action. Loving the Church and giving Himself
for it stands first. It does not say, He cleansed and washed
it, so that He might have it, and then love it, because it
was cleansed and fit to be loved. No! He gives Himself
for it and possesses it with a perfect title. He gives Him-
self for the church because He loved her. And now He says,
it must be cleansed and made fit for Me. And this He
does by the washing of water by the Word. He prayed
for that. “Sanctify them through thy truth, thy Word is
truth.” Then comes that which is future. He is going to
present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot
or wrinkle in any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish. The Church is His own blessed
work. He loved her in the past and gave Himself for
the church. He is sanctifying and perfecting the church
and ultimately He is going to present the church to Himself.
When that happy day comes He will leave the Father’s
side and come towards the earth to call His own with the
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promised shout to meet Him in the air. Then He will
present the church to Himself “glorious;” there will be
no spot, no wrinkle, no blemish. This corresponds to
Revelation xix:7-8. “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of Saints.”
He will not fail in this great love-work for His church.
And no man hateth his own flesh, but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as Christ also the Church. He nourishes
His own body, knowing the weakness of His church He
shows His tenderness towards it.

“For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery,
but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each
one of you in particular so love his wife as himself; and the wife see
that she reverence her husband.” (Verses 30-33.)

It is a blessed truth which is now more fully brought
into the foreground, the truth of the closest possible oneness
of the Church with Christ. We are members of His body,
and of His flesh and His bones. That we have here a
reference to Adam and Eve as the types of Christ and the
church no one would doubt. While Adam slept God built
out of his side the woman and then presented her unto him.
“This is now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh,”
were Adam’s words. She was taken out of his body, shared
the same life and she was also his wife. Adam is the figure
of Him that was to come (Rom. v:14). Eve is the type
of the church. We have His life and are of Himself, bone
of His bone and flesh of His flesh. And the church has also
that blessed destiny to have dominion over the new creation,
as Eve was called as Adam’s helpmeet to have dominion
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with him over the first creation. We see how all is inter-
woven in this passage. The Christian family is to witness
in serving love and loving submission to the great mystery,
the Masterpiece of God, Christ and the Church. So that
we may not forget that this is to be practically manifested,
the chapter closes with bringing this again in remembrance.
“Nevertheless, let each one of you in particular so love his
wife as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her
husband.”

Chapteér vi:1-9

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor
thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;
that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Verses 1-4.)

After the blessed portion on the relation between husband
and wife, representing Christ and the Church, we find
admonition to children and parents. Children are men-
tioned first. They are to obey “in the Lord.” If the wife
shows that submission of which we read in the previous
chapter, and the husband loves the wife as Christ loved the
church, and the love, the meekness and patience of Christ
are thus seen in the daily family life, the children will learn
to obey the parents in the Lord. Serious mistakes are
made in many Christian families which do an incalculable
harm to the children. Few Christian parents reckon with
the fact that their children belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Did not He give us the assurance that “such is the Kingdom
of heaven?”’ And then there is that promise, we might call
it one of the forgotten promises of the Word: ‘Believe on.
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy
house” (Acts xvi:31). No one would dispute that the
house means the children of those who have believed on
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the Lord Jesus Christ. Here then is a definite promise
assuring Christians, believing parents that their children are
to be saved. Parents should plead this promise and in faith
look upon their children as belonging to the Lord Jesus
Christ and they ought to tell the children and teach them
this fact from the earliest childhood. In the Christian
family the Word of God should be read daily and with it
there must be given the simple instruction of the way of
salvation. The first thing the child of believing parents
should be able to remember is the reading of the Bible and
prayer. Such must have been the case with Timothy.
“And that from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. iii:15). There are
Christian parents which hold the strange view that children
should not be encouraged to pray, because they have not
yet made a definite experience of salvation, while others
even go so far as to tell their children at every occasion that
they are lost and as we heard it said “hell-deserving sinners.”
Now all this is certainly wrong. A child should be taught
in earliest childhood dependence on God and that dependence
is expressed by prayer. They should be taught that Christ
died for them and that they belong to Christ. In due time
the Holy Spirit will make salvation a reality in their hearts
and lives.

This principle of the Christian household even is in force
when the husband is not believing, while the wife is and
vice versa. “‘For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the hus-
band, else were your children unclean, but now are they
holy” (1 Cor. vii:14). God looks upon even such children as
in a special relationship. If a Christian father or mother,
or as it ought to be, both of them together, look upon their
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children as sanctified, belonging to the Lord, and claim
in the prayer of faith the promise of the Lord and teach
them the Word and the way of salvation, there would be
few, if any, who wander into the world and learn to know
the outworking of sin with its harvest of sorrow and tears.

Another mistake is the harsh legality which governs
in many families. We know of cases where children were
punished for having read an innocent story book on the
Lord’s Day, or for even far smaller things. And the punish-
ment consisted in learning a chapter of the Bible by heart.
We do not wonder that many children turn away from
the Bible, especially when they see the inconsistency of
their parents.

The quotation which follows, the commandment “Honor
thy father and mother,” does not clash with the teaching
of Galatians, that we are not under the law, nor is the
promise connected with that commandment in force now.
It is here where we must divide the Word of Truth rightly.
We are not under the Law dispensation nor can we expect
the earthly blessings promised to Israel because we are
obedient to the law. The quotation here is given to remind
us that God attaches great importance to obedience. Children
are to obey the parents in the Lord; yield obedience, even
as He, the Lord from heaven was the obedient child. “He
was subject unto them” (His mother and Joseph). Nor
must we forget that the second Epistle of Timothy gives as
one of the characteristics of the last days ‘“‘disobedient to
parents” (2 Tim. iii:3). How much we see of that in
our days!

And how much care does it take from the side of parents
not to provoke their children to anger! If the father, the
mother show impatience, exaggerate the fault of the child,
is angry or carried away by temper, calls the child
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all kinds of names, serious harm is done, which may prove
an awful stumbling block in the spiritual life of the child.
But how beautiful if the parents show constantly the love
and the patience of Christ and bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. Speak, Christian parents,
much of the Lord Jesus Christ in your families. Let the
children hear and know how you honor Him, how you are
devoted to Him. How it is needed! And He will honor
your faithfulness by blessing your children. We quote from
another whose words we fully endorse.

“Why should they not be told of His death for sinners
and their need of that death, as soon as they are able to
understand love in their parents? Why should not the
parents make that whole subject “familiar as household
words,” so that as the little ones grow up they take it in as
naturally as any other narrative? Why should they not
be told that they needed Him to die for them, and then
when they believe this, accept it as a fact that they do
believe and so are saved, not expecting more of them than
the parents show? Is it not true of them that faith cometh
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God? Who hear
more than they, and who retain more clearly what is told
them? Let this be the thing told, this the theme, the joy of
the family, the Word of God on the matter of salvation, the
authority that settles everything, giving perfect assurance
and rest. Let the Lord Jesus be the nearest and dearest
friend of all, in short the Chief One in the family and in our
lives. I see no reason why our little children should not
be all children of God, not by being ours by blood, but by
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ from the earliest years,
nurtured thus.”

“Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto
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Christ; Not with eye-service, as men pleasers; but as the servants of
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With good will doing
service, as to the Lord, and not to men: Knowing that whatsoever
good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord,
whether ke be bond or free. And, ye masters, do the same things unto
them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in
heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.” (Verses 5-9.)

There are other beautiful exhortations given to servants
and masters. The servants are slaves. Slavery existed
throughout the Roman Empire when this Epistle was
written. But nowhere do we find in any portion of the New
Testament an attack upon this institution. Nor is there
a single line denouncing slavery or telling a believer that
it was a sin to own slaves and imcompatible with the Gospel.
Paul wrote a courteous letter to Philemon and sent it by
Onesimus, the runaway slave, who had left Philemon and
perhaps stolen money from him. But there is not a word
from the pen of the inspired Apostle in that Epistle denounc-
ing slavery. The Gospel does not come to reform the world,
to bring in a better condition, to meddle with social con-
ditions and political affairs. Of what Christendom tries
to do, reform the world, control the politics of this age,
bring in better sanitation, fight diseases, stop child labor,
lifting up the masses—in one word the almost universal
social Christianity of the twentieth century was unknown
to the Apostles. The Holy Spirit nowhere teaches that
such is the program of Christianity. There is not a line
for it in the entire New Testament. It is therefore the
most subtle perversion of Christianity and the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The slaves here exhorted are Christians. They are
members of the one body where there is neither Greek nor
Jew—bond nor free. They were in Christ, yea seated in
Him in the heavenlies; a part of His Masterpiece. What
did it matter, if they were but slaves? Did not God’s well
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beloved Son walk this earth as a servaut, yea, the minister
of alll In all their bonds they were servants of Christ.
All their service was to be rendered as unto the Lord and
not unto men. A day of reward would come, when they
would receive of the Lord. How happy these Christian
slaves must have been! And the Christian masters were to
r-member the one Master in Heaven, with whom there is
no respect of persons. .

THE WARFARE AND THE VICTORY
Chapter vi:10-24

‘Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against the spiritual armies of
wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Verses 10-12.)

We have reached the final section of this great epistle,
The conflict is now described and exhortations follow to put
on the whole armor of God. Christian conflict is much mis-
understood. We are not told to fight the flesh, as so many
believers think. We are dead to that and God calls upon us
to reckon ourselves thus and keep in the place of death our
members which are on earth (Col. 1ii:5-9). Fleshly lusts
war against the soul and Satan uses these; but we are never
exhorted to war against the lusts of the old man. God tells
us to abstain from fleshly lusts (1 Peter ii:11) and to flee
them, to turn our backs upon them (2 Tim. ii:22). Many
Christians ignorant of the great truth of Romans vi, that
believers in Christ are dead to sin and are to reckon them-
selves dead, are constantly fighting ‘the flesh and try to
overcome it, only to find out that it ends in constant defeat.
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True Christian conflict is with the devil and his wiles,
with the principalities, the powers, the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, and with the spiritual armies of wickedness
in the heavenly places. The book of Joshua illustrates
this typically. God brought His people into the land
through the passage of Jordan. After they had entered the
land they had to fight. Enemies opposed them on all sides;
they had to fight for their God-given possession and make it
their own. We are brought through the death of Christ
into a heavenly possession. We are blessed with every
spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, and if we live
in this sphere, walk in the Spirit and increasingly lay hold of
the blessings which are ours in Christ, we shall find that the
devil and his angels will oppose us. The enemies Israel
found in Canaan typify therefore our enemies, only ours are
the wicked spirits, while Israel fought with flesh and blood.

The revelation given to us concerning the powers of dark-
ness, the principalities, the rulers of the darkness of this
world and the wicked spirits in the heavenly places, is im-
portant and demands a closer attention. The Scriptures
clearly teach that there is a vast dominion of darkness over
which Satan is the head and that, as the god of this present
age, he has rulers over this world and a large army of wicked
spirits in the heavenlies. He is the prince of the power in
the air. The sphere above the earth, the aerial heavens and
beyond are tenanted by these wicked spirits, which under
the headship of Satan form with principalities and powers
his kingdom. How mighty this being is, what powers are
at his disposal, how vast his dominion, how numerous the
fallen angels, the wicked spirits which possess the heavenly
places, no saint has ever fully realized, nor can it be all
known, till the day comes in which the God of peace shall
bruise Satan completely under our feet. Satan has even
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access into heaven itself. The first two chapters of the book
of Job acquaint us with this fact. Seealso 1 Kings xxii:19-23.
But a day is coming when the old serpent, called the Devil
and Satan, will be cast out into the earth and his angels
with him. This will happen according to the Apocalypse
(Rev. xii), when the saints of God are taken into glory and
Michael begins his great war against Satan. Then the
heavenlies will be cleared of their wicked and unlawful
occupants. They will be forced to the earth, where Satan
for a brief period will exhibit his great wrath and institute
the great tribulation. The devil and his angels will finally
be cast into the lake of fire prepared for them (Matt. xxv:41).
All this we know from God’s revelation, and it is a solemn
revelation. In our days the masses of professing Christen-
dom are wholly indifferent to these truths. Others openly
oppose them, sneer at them and reject them as superstitions.
Well has it been said, “No one but an unbeliever can overlook
and despise them?” Behind all these denials and sneers,
coming from the camps of Higher Criticism and Modern-
ism stands the dark shadow of Satan. The rulers of
darkness of this world, the wicked spirits, do all in their
power to keep a lost world, with its supposed progress and
scientific discoveries, in ignorance and darkness about them-
selves. And Occultism, known by the names of Spiritualism
and Psychical research, tries to establish communion with
departed spirits. In reality it is communion with the
wicked spirits in the heavenlies, who use this unlawful
intrusion to delude their victims and make them doubly
secure’ for the impending doom.

And those wicked spirits are against the Masterpiece of
God. Those who are in Christ and lay hold in the power of
His Spirit of the great and ever blessed truths revealed in
this epistle, who know the hope of His calling, who rejoice
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in God and the Glory to come, who walk worthy of the call-
ing, come face to face with these powers of darkness. They
hate us as they hate Christ.

The wiles of the devil, not his power, we are exhorted to
stand against. His wiles are all aimed at getting us away
from the enjoyment of the fellowship into which God has
called us, the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
If he succeeds in that he has dislodged us from our strong-
hold and then is able to attack us. The world over which
he rules is at his disposal and he uses it to accomplish his
sinister purpose. Many pages could be written on his tactics
and not the half would be told. It is not so much by the
gross things of the flesh and the world he works, though
he also uses them; error of all descriptions becoming more
subtle and more cunning, are the chiefest wiles of this great
being and the wicked spirits under his control. And how
well he succeeds in our present time!

But let us notice our portion begins: “Finally, brethren,
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.”
When I am weak, then I am strong, our beloved Paul con-
fessed. Confessed weakness casts us upon Christ as our
strength, He who has stripped Satan of all his power and
who is able to keep His trusting people from all his wiles.
This conscious weakness will ever keep us in the closest
touch with our Lord. This dependence leads to prayer,
and then the devil with all his wiles cannot come near.

The armor of God, yea, the whole armor of God must be
put on by us to be able to stand against his wiles. If we
are not clothed with that whole armor the darts of the
wicked one will surely strike us. None can resist him but
the one who is thus clothed, for Satan is always ready to
use his wiles; he is often as a lion, but more habitually as a
serpent, and he tries to reach us and introduce the point of
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his weapon; he seeks to deal his blows wherever he finds
us unprotected, not clothed with this armor of God. What
this armor is we find in the verses which follow:

“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the prepara-
tion of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, where-
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints: and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel,

for which I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.”

We are told to stand and to withstand. The repetition of
this injunction to stand is significant. God expects us to
stand. Our attitude, therefore, is not the offensive, but the
defensive. We are not asked to attack the enemy but to
take a bold stand against his attacks. Whatever the condi-
tions may be, whatever the attacks the devil makes upon
us, we are to stand firm and resist the enemy. ‘“‘Resist the
devil and he shall flee from you.” It is the opposite from
what many a religious writer has said about fleeing from the
devil, from his wiles and his attacks. No believer is author-
ized to flee from the devil and avoid his attacks, but victory
is promised to us over the devil and the wicked spirits if we
stand and withstand. We must always be on the alert and
reckon with the fact that our enemy is ever watchful, never
sleeping. When we have gained a victory and witnessed
his defeat we need to be doubly cautious. When our Lord
defeated the devil, “he departed from Him for a season”
(Luke iv:13). He will not leave off attacking those who
are Christ’s; he renews his efforts after each victory we gain.
Yea, when we have done all we must stand. “Nothing but
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humility, the constant sense of our dependence upon An-
other, the watchfulness which comes from this consciousness
of inherent weakness, will enable us tofind constantsuccess.”*
A word of caution, however, is needed in connection with
this theme. Volumes have of late been written on Satan,
war on the Saints, conflict with the wicked spirits, demon
possessions and how to detect them, etc. It is true every
Christian should have a correct and Scriptural knowledge
of those themes, but we are not told to have our minds
occupied and occupy ourselves with Satan and his wicked
spirits. It is morbid to do that. The Holy Spirit takes of
the things of Christ and shows them unto us; He teaches us
to be occupied with the glories of our ever blessed Lord Jesus
Christ. If we follow this leading of the Spirit of God and
let Him reveal Christ to our hearts we stand and withstand
the wiles of the devil. Victory is in sight.

The evil day mentioned means the present evil age, as
well as special seasons of the fiercest attacks the devil makes
in the experience of every true believer. The age itself
becomes more and more marked by the cunning and subtle
attacks of the one who is its god. The last days are perilous
times, times of apostasy, times of delusions; doctrines of
demons on all sides. These days are upon us. How needful
then that we stand and withstand.

The whole armor of God must therefore be put on. That
this is a vital truth is seen by its repetition. Not one piece
alone is to be worn and the other neglected. That would
mean defeat. The whole armor of God, prepared and pro-
vided by Himself, enables us to stand and withstand and
witness a defeated enemy. What then is this armor, this
panoply of God?

*Numerical Bible.
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First, the loins are to be girt about with truth. Even so
our Lord exhorted, “Let your loins be girded about’ (Luke
xii:35). It is the girdle around the loins, which holds all
things together. The girdle is the Truth. What truth?
The truth of heavenly things, heavenly blessings, acceptance
in Christ, Oneness with Him, the truth so fully revealed in
the Masterpiece of God. This we need as a girdle to hold
up our garments, our habits, so that in the warfare and
conflict we may not be entangled with the affairs of this
life (2 Tim. ii:4). The Truth is to govern our conduct,
our affections.

The breastplate of righteousness. This covers the heart.
It means having a good conscience. Not merely knowing
that we are the righteousness of God in Christ, that we are
righteous because we believe on Him, but it means a con-
sistent walk with our position in Christ and the relationship
into which the Grace of God has brought us. It is again
the walk, worthy of our vocation, obedience to the exhorta-
tions of the preceding chapters. Covered by this the devil
cannot touch us. Such practical righteousness “love out of
a pure heart and of a good conscience and of faith unfeigned”
keeps us in the realization and enjoyment of our relationship
to God, in the fellowship with the Father and the Son. How
often we fail in having on the breastplate of righteousness.
Then we must seek restoration by confessing our sins
(1 John 1).

The feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace.
This does not mean the preaching of the Gospel to others,
Christian service or soul winning. We have through the
Gospel perfect peace with God. We know that God is for
us, who then can be against us? This perfect peace we have,
in which we stand is our preparation. And we have the
peace of God as well, yea, the legacy our Lord left unto us,
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““My peace I give unto you.” Therefore are we not terrified
by our adversaries (Phil. 1:28). Israel wandered over the
desert rocks and desert sands for forty years with shoes,
which did not wear out. We too wander through the wilder-
ness, the feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of
Peace, a peace which will last as long as God Himself.
Knowing this Peace, knowing we are in God’s hands, knowing
that we are Christ’s and Christ is God’s, knowing that all
things are ours, we can stand and withstand the wiles of the
devil. He cannot touch one who rests in the peace of God
and who trusts in the God of peace.

The Shkield of Faith. This is to be “over all.”’* Faith
in God, faith in His promises, faith in His word, simple
child-like faith is to cover the head and the body like a great
shield. It is the exercise of an unwavering confidence in
God. The fiery darts will thus be quenched. These “fiery
darts” are indeed terrible weapons. The fire speaks of the
wrath of God, of judgment, at least, from Him, and it is
with this that the enemy would assail us. He is, we must
remember, the accuser. His aim, as already said, is to bring
distance in some sense between our souls and God. How
great a necessity, therefore, to maintain this happy con-
fidence in Him, which, while it does not excuse failure in
the least, yet, in utter weakness, finds all its confidence in
Him who has undertaken for us. “All the fiery darts of the
wicked one” can thus be “quenched” by the‘“shield of faith.” {

The Helmet of Salvation. The helmet rests upon the
head. It covers the head, the seat of intelligence. Assur-
ance of salvation past, present and future is this helmet. As
we wear it and as it governs our mind and heart as well, the
wiles of the devil cannot fall upon us. We are in possession

*Not “above all” as in the authorized version.
{F. W. Grant,
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of a salvation which is secure. No power in earth or heaven,
the devil with all his demon powers cannot spoil us of it.
This gives not alone confidence, but boldness in the conflict.
Sad it is to see the thousands of believers without the helmet
of salvation, destitute of the assurance of salvation and
therefore the easy prey of the devil’s wiles, driven about by
every wind of doctrine. Well has it been said: “‘Girded by
the Truth applies to the judgment of the inner man, Prac-
tical righteousness guards the conscience from the assaults
of the enemy; the power of peace gives a character to our
walk; confidence in the love of God quenches the poisoned
arrows of doubt; the assurance of salvation gives us boldness
to go onward.”

The Sword of the Spirit. It is the Word of God, the only
offensive weapon mentioned in the armor of God. It is to
meet the devil and to make him flee from us. How our
blessed Lord wielded this sword in the wilderness, how He
met the devil by a “It is written” is well known to every
Christian. Was there ever a time when God’s people had
greater need of laying hold with a firm grasp of the Sword
of the Spirit! Satan has succeeded by his wiles to dull the
edge of that sword. Higher criticism, that child of the pit,
would rob us of that sword altogether. The enemy also
perverts and counterfeits the Word. What need then that
as never before we go “to the law and to the testimonies.”
We must search the Word and have the Word search us.
We must have the Word in our heart and our heart in the
Word, and thus alone can we meet the enemy.

Praying always. We do not detach this from the armor
of God. It belongs to it. Prayer always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, is next to the sword of the
Spirit the most powerful weapon against the devil and his
wicked hosts. We must read the Word and pray. Prayer
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and the Word cannot be separated. The searching of the
Word must be done with prayer and prayer will be effectual
through knowing the Word. Prayer is dependence on God;
we lean on Him. And as we pray in the Spirit (not for the
Spirit) we are to watch also and remember all the Saints of
God, the blessed members of the body of Christ, the Master-
piece of God.

And our great apostle manifests once more his great
humility. He asks the prayers of the Saints for himself.
Thereby he testifies also in a practical way to the great truth
of the body of Christ, so fully revealed in this epistle. The
conclusions of this great epistle are brief. These we do
not need to follow in detail. What a wonderful epistle, the
epistle of the Masterpiece of God is! What a solid rock to
stand upon! What revelations concerning God and con-
cerning ourselves redeemed by the blood of His Son! God
grant that all who have followed for so many months our
feeble expositions, may through God’s grace enjoy the riches
of this rich portion of God’s holy Word. And blessed are
we if we know these things and do them. May He help us
to know as ever before our heavenly calling and walk worthy
of that calling.



Two Great and Important Books
by
A. C. GAEBELEIN, D.D.

Christianity or Religion?
Second Printing, 5,000 copies
This book shows that Christianity is supernatural and

not a mere religious system. It annihilates the evolutionary
theory of religion. It is scholarly, yet simple.

‘The following well known preachers, teachers and pro-
fessors have highly endorsed this volume: Drs. C. R.
Erdman, Clarence M. Macartney, E. Y. Mullins, W. E.
Brisderwolf, H. A. Ironside, Billy Sunday, J. Reid, H. R.
Monro, Don O. Shelton and many others.

Well bound in cloth. 175 pages. $1.50 postpaid

The Christ We Know

Second Printing

An answer to the book ‘‘The Christ Nobody Knows.”
The volume contains 29 brief treatises on the real Christ
who died for our sins and rose again. It has brought
blessing to thousands.

Well and artistically bound in cloth, $1 postpaid

OUR HOPE PUBLICATION OFFICE
456 Fourth Avenue New York City



WORKS BY A. C. GAEBELEIN

The Annotated Bible. A new and important Bible Commen-
tary in nine volumes. Old Testament: Vol 1. The
Pentateuch. Vol. II. Joshua to Chronicles, Vol. III.
Ezra to Psalms. Vol. 1V. Proverbs to Ezekiel. Vol. V.
Daniel to Malachi. New Testament. Vol. I. Matthew
to Acts. Vol. II. Romans to Ephesians. Vol. II1. Philip-
pians to Hebrews. Vol. IV. James to Revelation. Com-
plete in nine volumes. Eachwvol.......................
Send for a Prospectus. Illustrated.

The Gospel of Matthew. 10th Edition. Pronounced one of
the best commentaries on this Gospel. Especially usgeful
to Sunday School teachers. Two volumes in one. Over
600 PABES.. o iiinrein et e e

Gospel of John, Complete exposition. 414 pages...........

The Acts of the Apostles. 6th Edition. Treated in the same
manner as the Gospel of Matthew. 430 pages...........

The Harmony of the Prophetic Word. Fourth Edition. Con-
sidered now a standard work on Old Testament Prophecy.

The Angels of God. A most illuminating book filled with great
TrUthS. . e e

Return of the Lord. All about His Coming.................

The Healing Question. Exposing the errors of Faith Healing

Prayer. A great Scriptural treatise........................

The Lord of Glory. A devotional Book on the Person and
Glory of Christ. oo iveiiie it i e

The Prophet Daniel. A full explanation of Daniel’s vision and
prophecies. Over 15,000 in circulation. The book for
OUT tHMES. . ..ottt ittt

Daniel. Paper covers............iieeiiiiiiiiiiinnnenaenn

The Book of Revelation. The Key which opens to every be-
liever this grand book of the Word of God..............

The Holy Spirit. A very helpful treatise. . .................

The Prophet Joel. An interesting exposition of the visions of
this Prophet, especially in connection with Israel.........

The Prophet Zechariah. A good commentary on this prophet
of glory. 15thedition............... ... ... ... .. ...

Typesin Joshua........ ... ... . ... . it

!ewish Question. All about the Jews......................

ings to Come. Four Prophetic Addresses................

The Work of Christ: Past, Present and Future.............

The Prophet Ezekiel. Complete exposition of this great book.
Highly endorsed by all Bible expositors.................

PUBLICATION OFFICE, ‘‘OUR HOPE”

$2.

$1.

$2.

456 Fourth Avenue New York City

.00
.00

00

.00
.50

.00
.25
.00

.00 -



