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But instead of giving it back, Pinocchio put it on his own head, which was half
swallowed up in it.

At that unexpected trick, Geppetto became very sad and downcast, more so than he had
ever been before.

“Pinocchio, you wicked boy!” he cried out. “You are not yet finished, and you start out by
being impudent to your poor old father. Very bad, my son, very bad!”

And he wiped away a tear.

The legs and feet still had to be made. As soon as they were done, Geppetto felt a sharp
kick on the tip of his nose.

'"

“I deserve it
it's too late!”

he said to himself. “I should have thought of this before | made him. Now

He took hold of the Marionette under the arms and put him on the floor to teach him to
walk.

Pinocchio’s legs were so stiff that he could not move them, and Geppetto held his hand
and showed him how to put out one foot after the other.

When his legs were limbered up, Pinocchio started walking by himself and ran all
around the room. He came to the open door, and with one leap he was out into the
street. Away he flew!

Poor Geppetto ran after him but was unable to catch him, for Pinocchio ran in leaps and
bounds, his two wooden feet, as they beat on the stones of the street, making as much
noise as twenty peasants in wooden shoes.

“Catch him! Catch him!” Geppetto kept shouting. But the people in the street, seeing a
wooden Marionette running like the wind, stood still to stare and to laugh until they
cried.

At last, by sheer luck, a Carabineer? happened along, who, hearing all that noise, thought
that it might be a runaway colt, and stood bravely in the middle of the street, with legs
wide apart, firmly resolved to stop it and prevent any trouble.

Pinocchio saw the Carabineer from afar and tried his best to escape between the legs of
the big fellow, but without success.

The Carabineer grabbed him by the nose (it was an extremely long one and seemed
made on purpose for that very thing) and returned him to Mastro Geppetto.

The little old man wanted to pull Pinocchio’s ears. Think how he felt when, upon
searching for them, he discovered that he had forgotten to make them!

All he could do was to seize Pinocchio by the back of the neck and take him home. As he
was doing so, he shook him two or three times and said to him angrily:

“We're going home now. When we get home, then we’ll settle this matter!”

Pinocchio, on hearing this, threw himself on the ground and refused to take another
step. One person after another gathered around the two.

Some said one thing, some another.

2 A military policeman
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