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8.0 Introduction

Lessons Six and Seven examined second declension nouns. Second
declension nouns encompassed all three genders, masculine, feminine,
and neuter nouns, whose nominal stem ended with an omikron. Three
paradigms were set forth for second declension nouns as they inflected for
case, gender and number. These paradigms were designated as n-2a
(masculine nouns), n-2b (feminine nouns), and n-2c (neuter nouns).

We now come to a new declension, the first declension. Nouns of this
declension will also have different paradigms as they inflect for case,
gender and number. Furthermore, the pattern of first declension noun
endings will differ from those of the second declension.

First declension nouns differ from second declension nouns in several
respects. First, feminine nouns dominate the declension with masculine
nouns in a remote second. Second, there are not any neuter nouns in the
first declension. Third, while the omikron sound dominated the second
declension, the alpha or éta sounds control the first declension. Finally, all
first declension feminine nouns exhibit identical case-number suffixes.
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Eight different noun patterns are in the first declension, reflected in eight
different paradigms. However, only three of these eight will be examined
in this lesson, with the remaining five studied in Lesson Nine. The
essential distinction between these paradigms is due to phonetic changes
in the singular inflectional forms. These phonetic changes involve the
alpha changing to éta throughout the singular, while in a few other nouns
the alpha becomes éta in the genitive and dative singular only.

8.1 General Observations of First Declension Nouns

1. Nominal stems that belong to the first declension terminate with
either the vowel alpha or éta. If all the singular forms terminate with
alpha, it is considered an -a “pure” noun (cf. n-1a). If all the singular
forms terminate with éta, then it is considered an -n “pure” noun (cf.
n-1b). A noun, whose stem is a mixture of both alpha and éta in the
singular forms, is considered a “hybrid” noun (cf. n-1c

2. The first declension is often called the alpha-declension since most
nouns belonging to this declension terminate with the vowel alpha
before the case endings are appended.

3. The first declension is composed mostly of feminine nouns.
Masculine nouns are only about thirty percent of all first declension
nouns. There are not any neuter nouns in the first declension.

4. The nominative singular is the lexical entry for all first declension
nouns, whether feminine or masculine.

5. Eight different paradigms are in the first declension. These are
designated as n-1a, n-1b, n-1c, n-1d, n-1e, n-1f, n-1g and n-1h.

6. Reqardless of the nominal stem, all feminine nouns are inflected
identically according to their number and case. Furthermore,
reqgardless of a first declension noun’s paradigm, all plural case
endings are identical.

7. The article inflects to modify both feminine and masculine first
declension nouns according to gender, number and case.

8. The nominative and vocative singular forms have no case ending.
Their forms are identical to the lexical entry.

9. Vocative plurals are identical to nominative plural case endings.
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8.2 Flow Chart for First Declension Feminine Nouns

the nominative f

What vow el terminates

eminine singular noun?

Does epsilon, i6ta, or rho
precede alpha?

Ce=> D

n-1b Pure -n

dwvn  deoval

dwvns  dwvwv

n-la Pure - -EO n-lc  Hybrid bVl  doovals
Swpea  Scopeal Sofa oot paovny - pavas
Swopeas Swpedv Sofns  Sofcov poovn  doovarl
Swopea  Scopeals Sofn  Sotals
Scwopeav Swpeas Sofav Sotas
Swpea  Scpeal Sofo  Sofa
l or
NOTES

n-la Pure - -1

kapdia  kapSiai
kopSlas KopSicov
kopdla  kapdials
kopSlov kapdias
kapSia  kopdSial

| o

n-la Pure - -pX

WPa wpat
WPAS WPV
WP wpals
WPAV  CPAS
wpa wpal

This flowchart illustrates a simple method
to determine the paradigm that a first declension
feminine noun will follow.

A maximum of two decisions is necessary

to determine the correct paradigm for these nouns.
These paradigms represent 99.99% of all

first declension feminine nouns.

Regardless which paradigm a first declension
feminine noun follows (n-1a, n-1b, n-1c), the plural
case endings for all three are identical.

"Pure" relates to which vowel terminates the
singular stem (all plurals have identical
case-number endings): n-1a [Pure -ao;

n-1b [Pure -n]; n-1c [Hybrid, both -a and -n].

Explanation for the shift of accents for first
declension nouns, as well as for second
declension nouns, will be presented in Lesson Ten.
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8.3 First Declension Feminine Alpha Pure Nouns (n-1a)

Except for three contracted noun stems, all feminine nouns in the first
declension that terminate with the a-pure stem are uncontracted. These
stems represent the bulk of first declension nouns; for this reason, the first
declension is usually identified as the alpha-declension.

Most first declension feminine noun stems, whose last letter before the
stem vowel is either a vowel or rhg, and have the abbreviated genitive
singular -as terminate with a long alpha. However, forty-seven vocalic
stems terminate with a short alpha. No phonological explanation exists
why the long alpha sometimes becomes short. In these instances, the
alpha is short in the nominative, accusative, and vocative singular, and the
noun is accented with the acute on the antepenult lexical form (e.g.
aAnBeio). Whether the alpha is long or short, all first declension feminine
o-pure nouns are designated as n-1a.

A vowel comparison between feminine singular stems with their respective
case-number endings, terminating with a long or short alpha, may be
represented in the chart below. The actual singular case-number inflected
endings are represented in red. The macron above the vowel represents a
long alpha and the “v”, a short alpha.

Singular
n-la Long Stem Alpha | Short Stem Alpha
Nominative | & o
Genitive | S as
Dative | & (i6ta subscript) O (i6ta subscript)
Accusative | Qv av
Vocative | O &

Regardless of the vocalic quality of the alpha in the singular form, all first
declension plural nouns are inflected identically in their respective case-
number endings.

Some nouns of foreign origin whose stems do not terminate with a vowel
or rhé also use the a-pure inflected case-number endings (cf. 88.3.4).
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8.3.1 Case formation. The case endings for a-pure first declension
feminine nouns are also identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine
nouns. The case endings are indicated below in red. Comments about
their formation follow. The feminine noun Eépa serves for the n-1a
paradigm.

d')pO(, -as, ﬁ (hour) d)pO( + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative (;3p0(1 2 (..":)pou6
Genitive | pas? WPV
Dative | cpa wpals
Accusative (Z)pO(v (;5p0(53
Vocative c;Spal ° chpO(l6

1. The stems of first declension uncontracted feminine nouns terminating
with alpha (long or short) are identical both in their nominative and
vocative singular forms. The nominative and vocative singular forms do
not exhibit any inflected case-number endings. The alpha which
terminates these nouns is actually the stem vowel. A few introductory
NTGreek grammars posit that the case ending for first declension
nominative and vocative ending terminates with -a. They do this with
the hope it will help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually
hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. The feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Normally context or modifying words will help
determine its proper case function. Furthermore, when first declension
nouns are accented on the ultima in the nominative singular, they
regularly have the circumflex on the genitive singular and the acute
accent on the accusative plural (Scopeas / Scapeas).
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4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The iota regularly
monophthongizes and is written under the long alpha as an i6ta
subscript.

Dative Singular: po +1 > Wpal > WPA

T~

The stem vowel, alpha, first combines The diphthong becomes a single
with the dative feminine singular case vowel sound by the formation of
ending, iota, to create a diphthong. the improper diphthong, .

5. First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS
identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.

6. First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers
are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

7. The genitive plural is -cv because of vowel contraction and not
because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.

The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all a-pure first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings | Plural Case Endings
Nominative (no c;s;;nding) (identical to v})cative plural)
Genitive | (genticalto acsc:usative plural) (corst’r;?a!)tion)
Dative ! gﬂ?ifﬂ,:?t) 1S
Accusative v (identical to ges;ﬂtive singular)
Vocative (no ca-se- e-nding) (identical to notninative plural)
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8.3.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1a paradigm follows. Regardless if
the stem terminates with a vowel or rhg, they are declined identically.

c:'JpO(, -as,ﬁ (hour) (fopO( + case ending Listen

Singular Plural
n-la _ ;

Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative | 1) PO ol wpal
| Genitive s | wpas TV | WPQV
7 Dative | TN | cdpa Tals | Qpals

@) . \ ’ \ ’
Accusative | TNV | cdpav TAS | WPOS
Vocative PO wpal

The morphological observations concerning Swpeé( (88.3.1) are also true
for first declension feminine noun stems terminating in -10.

8.3.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, many of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose vocalic stem terminates in a-pure are declined
below. As with second declension paradigms, do NOT memorize these
paradigms. Itis unnecessary to do so! These paradigms are cited for
illustration, and not for memory work! It is imperative, however, to
recognize and know the inflectional forms for first declension n-1a nouns
as they relate to case, gender and number.

Because the nominative and vocative singular and plural are declined
identically, the vocative is omitted in these examples.

aAnBeio, -as, N (truth) dAndeta + case ending (short final alpha)

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) aAnfeio ol aAnbeton
Genitive | TNs aAnBelas TV aAnbelcdv
Dative | T aAnBeia Tols aAnBetais
Accusative | Tnv aAnBesiov Tos aAnbelas
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&uapﬁa, -as, ﬁ (sin) &uap’l‘la + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] auopTIC ol apopTION
Genitive | TS QUOPTIOS | TQV GUOPTICV
Dative | TN GUOPTIC TAlS GUOPTIONS
Accusative | TNV OHOPTIOW TOS OUOPTIOS

Baaotela, -as, T (kingdom) BaciAeia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) PaciAelax ol PaciAelal
Genitive | TNs Pacidelas | TV PaciAelidv
Dative | TT) BaoiAela Tals PaciAelals
Accusative | Tnv BactAelav | Tas PaciAelos

FoAiAaia, -as, 1 (Galilee) [TaAtAaio + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) [aAiAaio )
— - [MoAtAaia is a proper name. Plural
Genitive | TNS ["aAtAa10S | forms should not be expected for
: = 7 proper names. All proper names
Dative T Fa)\l)\ouq begin with a capital letter to follow
- N 7 modern convention.
Accusative | TNV oA tAatov

Swped, -as, 1 (gifty Swypea + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) Scopea ol Scopeal
Genitive | TNs Swpeas TV SwpedV
Dative | TN dcoped Tols Swpeals
Accusative | TNV Sopeav Tas Swpeas
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EKKANGLQ, -as, 1] (Church, assembly) €KkANo1o + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) ekkAnoto ol eKKANolal
Genitive | TNS EKKANOIOS | TGV EKKATOIV
Dative | TR ekkAnola Tals EKKANCIaS
Accusative | TV ekKAnotiawv TOS EKKATIOlOS

ﬁuépa, -as,ﬁ (day) ﬁuepa + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ ﬁuépa ol ﬁuépm
Genitive | TNS NUEPAS TV NUEPRV
Dative | TT) NUEPQ TS MUEPTIS
Accusative Tﬁv ﬁuépav TOS ﬁuépas

kapdia, -as, 1 (heart) kapdia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] kapSia ol kapSial
Genitive | TNs kopdias TV Ko PSICOV
Dative | TR kopSiqx Tals kapdials
Accusative | TNV kopdiov Tas Kapdlos

codla, -0, T (wisdom) codlio + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
. . < / 3 ’
Nominative | 1] codla ol codlal
Genitive | TNs codloas TV GoPIRV
Dative | TN codpla Tals codlals
Accusative | TNV codlov Tas codplos
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xapé(, -6(5‘, ﬁ (joy) Xapo + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] Xop& ol xopal
Genitive | TS XOPOS TGV XOPWV
Dative | TT) X0(PQ Tols Xapals
Accusative | TNV XXpov TAS XAPOS

8.3.4 Exceptions. There are nine nouns also classified as n-1a nouns that do
not end in -€ax, -1 or -pa, but are declined according to the n-1a paradigm.
Only one of these is not a proper name (0Tox).

Noun Translation
1 ”A\)\)O(, o ::E\Anﬁn(as?meiggnﬁii.mproperly translated
2. | Eva, -as Eve
3. (|Epooé)\uua Jerusalem (indeclinable)
4. | lwava, -as | Joanna (alternate spelling for’ lcodvva).
5. | lwavva, -os | Joanna
6. | Mapba, -os | Martha
7. | NUpda, -as | Nympha
8. |  PeBekka, -as | Rebecca (or Rebekka)
9. OToé(, S (roofed) colonnade or cloister, portico

The lesson’s vocabulary study will not include these nouns. However, they
may be used in the exercises in conjunction with this lesson. The student
should not have any difficulty identifying these proper names since they
will be capitalized and most of them transliterate well into English.
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8.4 First Declension Eta Pure Nouns (n-1b)

Most first declension feminine noun stems terminate with alpha. However,
two hundred and thirty-eight feminine vocalic stems in NTGreek terminate
with éta. Phonologically, whenever a first declension feminine stem
terminates with a letter other than a vowel (epsilon, iéta, or omikron), rho,
or a sibilant before the stem vowel, the stem vowel alpha becomes éta in
the nominative singular which is retained throughout all singular forms.
The plural case-number forms for all first declension nouns are identical.

The declension-paradigm notation for this classification of nouns is n-1b.
Including proper names, two hundred and thirty-eight nouns are n-1b
nouns in NTGreek.

The n-1b paradigm case endings are identical to those of n-1a. The only
distinction is that the nominal stem terminates with éta instead of alpha.
To the nominal stem, the inflected case endings are added.

8.4.1 Case formation. The case endings for all n-1b first declension
feminine nouns follow. Comments about their formation follow. The
feminine noun, ¢wvn, serves as the n-1b paradigm.

¢mvﬁ, -ﬁs', ﬁ (sound, noise, voice) covrn + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | ¢pcovn*? boovale
Genitive | dpoovns? beovav’
Dative | ¢covn? deovals
Accusative q)oovﬁv ¢wvds3
Vocative | ¢wvnt® bovai®

1. The stems of first declension feminine nouns terminating with éta are
identical both in the nominative and vocative singular forms. The
nominative and vocative singular forms do not exhibit any inflected
case-number endings. The éta which terminates these nouns is
actually the stem vowel. A few introductory NTGreek grammars posit
that the case ending for first declension nominative and vocative ending
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terminates with -n. They do this with the hope it will help the beginning
student, but in the end, it actually hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. N-1b feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Apart from context, a modifying word, or difference
of accent, ambiguity exists between these forms. This ambiguity,
however, does not exist with 1-pure noun stems (dcovrs / cbcové(g).

4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The iota regularly
monophthongizes and written under the éta as an iéta subscript.

Dative Singular: ¢covn +1 > peovnt > dpeovn)

I~

The stem vowel, éta, first combines The diphthong becomes a single
with the dative feminine singular case vowel sound by the formation of
ending, iota, to create a diphthong. the improper diphthong, T).

Monophthongization also occurs in second declension dative
masculine, feminine, and neuter singular nouns.

5. First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS
identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.

6. First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers
are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

7. The genitive plural is -cv because of vowel contraction and not

because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.
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The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all n-pure first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1a and n-1c first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings | Plural Case Endings
Nominative (no c;s::::nding) (identical to v})cative plural)
Genitive (identical to acS;usative plural) (Corstfr\gt‘:{ion)
Dative ! gﬂ?iﬁ;ft) )
Accusative vV (identical to ges;ﬂtive singular)
Vocative (no ca-se- e-nding) (identical to notninative plural)

8.4.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1b paradigm follows. Plurals are
identical to those of n-1a nouns.

poovn, -ﬁs, ﬁ (sound, noise, voice) $wvn + case ending Listen

n-1b Articlesmgu'I\la;)run Article I:)mrallloun
Nominative | 1) doovn ol booval

| Genitive ™ms |dwvns |Twv | pwvadv
2 Dative | T] | pcovn Tols | dwvals
" Accusative mv | pwvny | Tas | pavas
Vocative doovn booval

8.4.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, several of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose noun stem terminates in éta are declined below.
As with the other paradigms in this lesson, do NOT memorize them.
Because the nominative and vocative singular and plural are declined
identically, the vocative is omitted in these examples.
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&yétTm, NS, ﬁ (love) é(yomn + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ &yé(ﬂn ol &y&ﬂal
Genitive | TMs ayaTmns TV YTV
Dative | TR &y & TAlS OYQTalS
Accusative | TNV Oy TOS AYATOS

ypad, -is, 1 (writing, Scripture) ypodr + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | ] ypodn al ypadal
Genitive | TNs ypodns TV ypadv
Dative | TN Ypodn Tols ypoadols
Accusative | TNV ypadnv TaS ypoadas

Ceon, -Ms, 1 (life) Coon + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) {oom| ol Cwoal
Genitive | Tns Ceons TV LV
Dative | T Coon) Tols Lwals
Accusative | TNV {conv Tas Lwas

Juxn, -Mis, 1 (soul, life, being) Yuxm + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 kPUXﬁ ol \|JU)(O(f
Genitive | TNs Yuxns TV Pux@v
Dative | TT) Jux1| Tols Puxais
Accusative | TNV Yuxnv Tas Puxos
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8.5 First Declension Hybrid Nouns (n-1c)

The final group of first declension nouns considered in this lesson is nouns
whose paradigm is a mixture of n-1a and n-1b singular case endings.

Apart from five exceptions cited later in 88.5.4, first declension feminine
vocalic stems follow a “hybrid” pattern whose last letter before its stem
vowel is a consonant other than rhé. The vocalic stem vowel alpha of the
nominative singular lengthens to -ns and -1 in the genitive and dative
singular. The declension-paradigm notation for this classification of nouns
is n-1c. Including proper names, thirty-eight nouns follow this paradigm in
NTGreek.

Phonologically, this hybrid pattern occurs thirty-four times in NTGreek
when a sibilant phoneme (zéta, sigma or a compound consonant)
precedes the vocalic stem vowel alpha. As with all other first declension
nouns, the plural case-number forms are identical.

Stem Preceded by a Sibilant or
Compound Consonant

v

Nominative | &

Genitive | NS

Dative | 1) (i6ta subscript)

N-1C Singular

Accusative | v

v

Vocative |

As illustrated above, the final alpha in the nominative, accusative, and
vocative singulars are always short.

8.5.1 Case formation. The case endings for all n-1c first declension
feminine nouns are identical to those of n-1a and n-1b first declension
nouns. Comments about their formation follow. The feminine noun,
66&0(, serves as the n-1c paradigm.
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8oka, -ns, 1 (glory) Sofa + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | Sofo*2 SoEane
Genitive | 80Ens? SoEcov’
Dative | So€n? Sofals
Accusative | S8oEav Sofas?
Vocative | SoEa* SoEane

1. The stems of first declension feminine hybrid nouns terminating with a
short alpha are identical both in the nominative and vocative singular
forms. The nominative and vocative singular forms do not exhibit any
inflected case-number endings. The short alpha which terminates
these is actually the stem vowel. A few introductory NTGreek
grammars posit that the case ending for first declension nominative and
vocative ending terminates with -a. They do this with the hope it will
help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. N-1c feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Apart from context, a modifying word, or difference
of accent, ambiguity exists between these forms. This ambiguity,
however, does not exist with hybrid noun stems (8ofns / Sofas).

4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The iota regularly
monophthongizes and is written under the long alpha as an i6ta
subscript.

5. First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS

identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.
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6. First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers
are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

7. The genitive plural is -cov because of vowel contraction and not
because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.

The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all hybrid first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1a and n-1b first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings | Plural Case Endings
Nom | n ative (no c;s::;nding) (identical to v})cative plural)
Genitive | (genticalto acsc:usative plural) (cor?téa!’tion)
Dative ! gﬂ?ifﬂ,ft) 1S
Accusative v (identical to ges;ﬂtive singular)
Vocative (no ca-se- e-nding) (identical to no}ninative plural)

8.5.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1c paradigm follows.

8oEa, -Tis, 1 (glory) Sofa + case ending  Listen

Singular Plural
n-1c

Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative | T Sota ol So€al
| Genitive | Ts Sokns TV | Sofcdv
@ Dative | T} | 8o€n Tals | Sofais

@) . \ / \ /
Accusative | TNV | 6oEav Tas | doas
Vocative Soto So€al
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8.5.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, several of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose noun stem terminates with a short alpha and
whose genitive singular is -ns are declined below. Since the vocative
singular and plural forms are identical to the corresponding number in the

nominative, they have been omitted in these examples.

[eevva, -Ns, 1) (Gehenna) [eevva + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ Fésvva [eevva is a proper noun.
Genitve | Ths Telouns | paio o ol o
Dative | Tf) l'eévvn Although not captialized n most
Accusative | T Eevvov Greek editions.

y)\cBooa, NS, ﬁ (tongue, language) y)\coooa + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] YAWooX al YAooal
Genitive | TNs YAWOONS | TV YAWOOMV
Dative | T YAcdoom Tals YAwooals
Accusative | TNV YAQGoov | Tas YA@Dooos

BaAaooa, -1s, 1) (sea, lake) Bahacoa + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) BaAacoo a1 Badocoanl
Genitive | TNs Balaoons | TV Bohaccidv
Dative | T7) BarAaoon Talls Bohacoals
Accusative | TV Badacoav | Tas Balocoas
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ptla, -ns, 1 (root, branch) pilo + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 pila ol pilat
Genitive | TNs pilns TV pilddv
Dative | Tq) piln Tals pilais
Accusative | TNV pilav Tas pilas

8.5.4 Exceptions

. The following five first declension feminine nouns

occur in NTGreek. Although these nouns end with -pa, they are declined
like n-1c nouns (genitive singular, -ns) instead of n-1a. These nouns fall
into this paradigm because the final alpha is short.

Noun Translation
1. ué()(O(lpO( sword
2. | TAfUpUpO high water, flood
3. 1Tp(;)p0( bow, prow of a ship
4. | Tamdhipa Sapphira
5. 0TfETpO( cohort (tenth part of a legion)

8.6 Summary of First Declension Feminine Nouns

We have come to the end of our study of first declension feminine nouns.
Masculine nouns belonging to this declension will be studied together in
Lesson Nine, along with first declension contracted nouns.

The following principles concerning first declension feminine nouns must
be clearly understood before learning the paradigms of first declension
masculine nouns. These condensed points are for further study purposes,
and not meant to replace the fuller explanations concerning these
paradigms in the lesson.

8.6.1 General Observations. Noun stems terminating in a long or short
alpha or éta are first declension feminine nouns. All singular and plural
case forms for first declension feminine nouns are identical (cf. 88.1[6]).
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8.6.2 Alpha-Termination. Two first declension feminine noun patterns
terminate with alpha, the n-1a and n-1c paradigms.

8.6.21 If the feminine nominative singular ends with alpha (n-1a), and its
genitive singular is -as, alpha appears in all the cases of the singular. In
this pattern, the letter before alpha is a vowel (¢ or 1) or p (rhd). However,
nine nouns are also classified as n-1a nouns which do not end in -ga, -1
or -pa, but declined according to this paradigm (cf. 88.3.4).

8.6.22 Most first declension feminine nouns that end with alpha and have
the genitive singular as -as. Furthermore, the final alpha in the
nominative, vocative, and accusative singular cases is generally long.

Long alpha in n-la
the nominative -
singular form. Singular Plural
. . ¢/ o
Nominative | WP wpEal
Genitive | pas WPV
. ¢/ ¢/
Dative | wpX wpPals
. (94 (94
Accusative | wpav wWpPas
Vocative c;SpO( cfopou

8.6.23 The final alpha in the nominative, vocative, and accusative forms is
short in a few instances, while the final alpha in the genitive and dative
singular forms is long. The vowel length (whether long or short alpha) will
generally be indicated by the accent shift between the nominative singular

(alpha is short) and the genitive singular (alpha is long).

Short alpha in n-la

the nominative -

singular form. Singular Plural
Nominative | aArBsicx aAnbeiai
Genitive | aAnBelas aAnbeidov
Dative oAnBeio aAnfelais
Accusative | aAnfeiov aAnbelos
Vocative | aAnfeia aAnbeiai

© 1996 — 2014 by William Ramey * Lesson Eight: Feminine Nouns

NTGreek In Session


http://www.inthebeginning.org/

Lesson 8: First Declension Nouns (Module A)

Feminine nouns

8-21

8.6.24 If the feminine nominative singular ends with alpha, and the
preceding letter is NOT ¢, 1, or p, and the genitive singular is -ns, the final
alpha in the nominative, accusative, and vocative singular is always short.
The éta replaces the alpha in the genitive and dative singular cases, but
not in the nominative, accusative, and vocative forms. These nouns are

designated as n-1c, hybrids of n-1a and n-1b patterns.

Short alpha in n-1c

the nominative -

singular form. Singular Plural

Nominative Ségd (short alpha) Ségdl
Genitive | 80Ens SoEcav

Dative | 80€n) Sofals

Accusative Ségd\l (short alpha) SCSgCXS‘

Vocative | 80Ea (shortaipha) | SOE I

The alpha changes to éta in the genitive and dative singular because of
internal phonetic conditions. Whenever the continuant consonants (84.1)
md, nd, sigma, zéta, xs7, psT, or double-lambda (AN) precede the final
alpha, the case ending undergoes this predictable phonetic change.

Five first declension feminine nouns terminate with -pa, but decline as

n-1c nouns (genitive singular, -ns) instead of n-1a (88.5.4).

8.6.3 Eta-Termination. If a feminine noun has a final éta in its nominative
singular form, all singular forms will terminate with éta before the case
ending instead of alpha. The designation for these nouns is n-1b.

n-1b
Singular Plural
Nominative | dcovr] booval
Genitive | bwovns INOWAY
Dative | oV deovals
Accusative | pcovny bwvas
Vocative | pcovn) dboval
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8.7 Declension-Paradigm Notation

The three paradigms for first declension feminine nouns studied in this
lesson are presented in tandem below for the purpose of comparing and
contrasting the singular inflected forms. Plurals of all forms are inflected

identically.
Listen n-1a
- Singular Plural
Nominative | ) Scopec ol Scopead
Genitive | Tns Sdwpeas TGV SWPEV
Dative | T Swped Tols Swpedls
Accusative | TNV Swpeav Tos Swpeas
Vocative | Swped Scopea
Listen n-1b
- Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 dcovn ol peoval
Genitive | TNS ¢pwvns | TV dwvdv
Dative | T b Tols Ppwvals
Accusative | TNV ¢pcovny TOS PuVas
Vocative | pcovr] dooval
Listen n-ic
- Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 Sofa ot SoEat
Genitive | Ts 80Ens TV SoEdv
Dative | TN 80EN Talls 8oEais
Accusative | Tnv 8oEav Tas 8ofas
Vocative | Sofo Sofal
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n-la

The abbreviation n-1a
represents the following:

e n=noun (part of speech)
e 1 =first declension
e a=paradigm “a”

Feminine nouns whose noun
stem ends with -ga, -1a or
-pa belong to this paradigm.

n-1b

The abbreviation n-1b
represents the following:

e n=noun (part of speech)
o 1 =first declension
e b =paradigm “b”

Feminine nouns ending in éta
in the nominative singular
follow the n-1b paradigm.

n-1c

The abbreviation n-1c
represents the following:

e n=noun (part of speech)
e 1 =first declension
e ¢ = paradigm “c”

Feminine nouns ending with
- and genitive singular -N|S
follow the n-1c paradigm.
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8.8 Vocabulary Study

As you study your vocabulary, try to utilize it in daily activities as often as
you can. Think of places where you may verbally use it. For example,
whenever you are in your house, think of yourself in your olkos. On the
other hand, if you have a brother or sister, think of them as your adeAdos
or adeA¢r). The more you engross yourself in your vocabulary, the quicker
the language threshold will be crossed.

Vocabulary Word Meaning Part of Speech
c’xyémn, ns, N love noun
Stem: Xy Q1M a-ya-Tm (a-ga-pé) n-1b
adeAdn, -Ns, 1 sister noun
Stem: aSeA¢N &-8eh-or] (a-del-phd) n-1b
aAnbeia, -as, n truth noun
Stem: aAnbeio a-An-6e1-o (a-1é-thei-a) n-la
Final alpha is short.
&uaprO(, -0s, ﬁ sin noun
Stem: GHOPTIAL a-pop-Ti-a (ha-mar-ti-a) n-1a
apxtl, -Ns, N beginning, ruler noun
Stem: a(PXT) ap-xn (ar-ché) n-1b
Baaotikela, -as, 1 kingdom noun
Stem: BooiAeio Ba-ot-Aei-a (ba-si-lei-a) n-1a
FoaAihaia, -as, 1 Galilee nhoun
Stem: [ cAtAoiax Fa-Ai-Aai-o (Ga-li-lai-a) n-1a
[Eevva, NS, 1 Gehenna proper noun
Stem: YEEVVX [e-ev-va (Gé-en-na) n-1c
Final alpha is short. This grammar will NOT follow the English translations

which render this proper name as “hell/Hell”. Instead,
this proper noun of place will properly be translated as
“Gehenna”. Gehenna is not to be confused with “Hades”,
which is another word, or with the “Lake of Fire”.
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Vocabulary Word

Meaning

Part of Speech

YAGdooa, s, 0
Stem: YAwooo

tongue, language

noun

YA@o-oa (glés-sa) n-1c

Final alpha is short.

ypa(bﬁ, s, ﬁ writing, Scripture noun
Stem: ypaén ypo-¢n (gra-phé) n-1b
Satpodviov, -ou, TO demon noun

Stem: OO 1LOVIO

Sa-po-vi-ov (dai-mé-ni-on) n-2c

56&0{, ns, N glory noun
Stem: 50&(} 8o-Ea (d6-xa) n-1c Final alphais short.
Scoped, -as, 1 gift noun
Stem: dLIPEX 8co-pe-a (do-re-d) n-la
e’lpﬁvn’, ns, n peace noun
Stem: €1pNVN gl-pn-vn (ei-ré-né) n-1b
EKKANCIOL, -OS, T Church, assembly noun
Stem: EKKA|GLOX ek-kAn-ol-o (ek-klgé-si-a) n-la
EVTOAT], -1is, M) commandment noun
Stem: EVTOAN gv-To-An] (en-to-18) n-1b
eEovala, -as, 1 authority, power noun

stem: e€ouoia

e€-ou-ol-a (ex-ou-si-a) n-la

’ Egouofa is’ a compound word composed of the
preposition, €K (the kappa changes to an xsr before a
vowel), and the participle form of E’lui.

Coon), 1S, T life noun
Stem: Coom Cwo-1) (z6-8) n-1b

ﬁuépo{(, -as, ﬁ day noun
Stem: TIHEPCX N-ué-po (he-mé-ra) n-la
faAacoa, -1s, 1 sea, lake noun

Stem: B Aacoo

fa-Aao-oa (tha-las-sa) n-1c

Final alpha is short.
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Vocabulary Word Meaning Part of Speech
kopdia, -os, 1 heart noun
Stem: KapO1 kap-Oi-o (kar-di-a) n-la
kepoAr], -1s, N head noun
Stem: KepaAT) ke-pa-Ar) (ke-pha-18) n-1b
mapaPoAn, -Ns, N parable noun

Stem: TopoBoAn

Ta-pa-Bo-An (pa-ra-bo-18) n-1b

A compound word composed of the preposition, TrO(pé(,

and the verb BaAAc.

TMav)os, -ou, O
Stem: TTaulo

Paul

proper noun

TMou-Aos (Pad-los) n-2a

TTauAos is always a surname, never employed as a first
name in Greek literature (BAGD, p. 637).

pila, -ns, N root, shoot noun
Stem: ff"CO( ﬁ)i-CO( (rhi-za) n-1c Final alpha is short.
codla, -os, T wisdom noun
Stem: codia co-¢i-a (so-phi-a) n-la

ouVOY YT, -Tis, T synagogue, meeting noun

Stem: CUVAY WY

OU-Va-yw-yT) (Sy-na-gd-gé) n-1b
This noun is a/compound word, composed of the
preposition, cUV and the verb oy .

doovr], -1s, 1 sound, noise, voice noun
Stem: $pcovn dw-vn (phd-né) n-1b

X0PA, -GS, T joy, delight noun
Stem: Xopo xo-pa (cha-rd) n-la

Juxn, -1s, 1 soul, life, being noun
Stem: Juxn Ju-x1) (psu-chd) n-1b

Wpa, -0s, T hour noun
Stem: PO w-pa (hd-ra) n-la
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Study Guide
First Declension Nouns (Module A)
Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 3)

Exercise One: True or False. Select the correct answer. Be careful, all
of the answer has to be correct in order for it to be true.

1. First declension feminine nouns are inflected differently in the plural.
True False

2. First declension nouns are characterized by the vowels alpha or éta
occurring at the end or near the end of the noun. True False

3. The elementary distinction between first declension paradigms (n-1a,
n-1b, n-1c) is due to phonetic changes in the singular inflectional forms.
True False

4. The first declension is composed of masculine, feminine, and neuter
nouns. True False

5. The lexical form of capa is the same as its noun stem except for the
accent (wpa). True False

6. The vocative singular and plural are identical to their nominative forms
for first declension feminine nouns. True False

7. The first declension feminine genitive singular and accusative plural
case forms are inflected identically alike for nouns like wpo.
True False

8. Almost all first declension feminine nouns that end with -ea, -1o or -pa
have the same singular declension endings. True False

9. Monophthongization does not occur in first declension feminine dative
singular nouns. True False

10. Itis more important to learn every first declension paradigm rather
than to memorize the case endings. True False
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Exercise Two: Multiple choice. Choose the best answer.

1. First declension nouns are of what gender?
a. masculine and neuter c. masculine, feminine, and neuter
b. masculine and feminine d. feminine and neuter

2. The feminine article agrees in number and case with what other nouns
in the first declension?

a. masculine and feminine nouns  c¢. only masculine nouns
b. only feminine nouns d. none of the above

3. Which of the following is correct because of grammatical concord?
a. N oadeAdpns c. Ths odeAdpnv
b. ™ adeAdn d. ol aSeApdV

4. Which of the following forms would you expect as the lexical form of a
feminine noun belonging to the first declension?

a. Coon c. kopdSia
b. wpa d. all of the above

5. Which of the following cases of first declension feminine nouns are
identical with each other?

a. nominative and vocative C. genitive and nominative
b. accusative and nominative d. genitive and dative

6. The lexical form exhibits what important information?
a. nominative singular C. genitive singular

b. lexical gender d. all of the above
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7. What determines a first declension noun’s function?
a. sentence order c. case endings and context
b. lexical form d. grammatical concord
8. In which case does monophthongization occur?
a. nominative plural C. genitive plural
b. dative singular d. accusative singular

9. Which vowel or vowels typify the stem vowel for first declension
feminine nouns?

a. omikron c. Omega
b. éta and alpha d. alpha and epsilon

10. Which gender of nouns is not found in the first declension?

a. masculine C. neuter

b. feminine d. masculine and neuter
11. The first declension is often called the -declension?

a. omikron c. Omega

b. éta d. alpha

12. The proper declension-paradigm notation for ¢pcovn is
a. n-la c. n-1c

b. n-1b d. none of the above
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Exercise Three: Fill in the blanks.

1. Supply the appropriate article and case endings for the following words.

a. kapdia (heart)

Singular Plural
n-la , .
Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative kopSia kopSio__
0 Genitive kopSio__ kopSI__
@ Dative Kapdia Kapdlo__
Ol Accusative Kapdio__ Kapdlo__
Vocative kopSia kapSlo__
b /
b. adyaTm (love)
n-1b . Singular . Plural
Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative oy T oyoTo
? Genitive &yé(ﬂn_ é(yaﬂ_
g Dative Ay TN YOO __
Ol Accusative OYOTT__ YOO
Vocative oy T oy oo

C. 56§O( (glory) (the final alpha in the nominative singular is short)

Singular Plural
n-1c

Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative Sofa Sofo__

* Genitive Sofn__ dof__

) : ; ;

o) Dative dokn doo__
Ol Accusative doEo__ doo__
Vocative Soto Sofo__
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2. Grammatical Parsing. Parse the following forms.

So13y100g

8?901@

013glyo

a01$oo

Eo:owm,w

019d 10

010\ 10 |

mcawic

SupodA

S10y0143

>:>f9,w

10\ 03

Soyogodou

c>8>c>:o

SnoXnh

AMI1Qd0X

Suam

inoy

ndm

k)

er-u

le|nbuls

auluIWa)

aon/uwiou

cqﬂ

uoniuyaq

W04 [eoIxaT]

1990

WwnN

lapuao

ase)d

PJOM
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3. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the Greek article.
Singular Plural

Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative

4. Supply the correct Greek article before each of the following nouns.

Article Noun Article Noun
1. FoAiAaiav | 16. piln
2. ooPBaTou | 17. Scdpov
3. WPKV 18. aAnbetons
4, UHVOS 19. oUpaVOIS
5. KUPIG 20. kopSiav
6. aAnBeia | 21 codla
7. efovolas | 22. Baoikela
8. EVTOAN 23. Cwas
9. kedaAny | 24. Epyov
10. odous 25. [ecvvav
11. SoEav 26. Bahaooal
12, aAnBeiov | 27. evOyYeAle)
13, oSol 28. BiRAois
14, Kuplols 29. Sadpa
15. bnpiov 30. XpioTiavol
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5. Supply the correct lexical form for the following inflected words.

Inflected Lexical Inflected Lexical
Form Form Form Form
/ /
1. | Beol 16. | A\oyov
2. | Yuxcv 17. | SouAe
RV 18. | XOPOIS
4. | olkos 19. | Bpovov
5. | xopao 20. | codla
~ b 4
6. | kepaAns 21. [ glpnvnV
7. | ayoamm 22. | ayaTmV
8. | aAnBeiov 23. | paovals
9. | mopaoAn 24. | 08ous
10. | avBpwdTOUS 25. | Y YEAIC
11. | SwpEX 26. | KaPSIV
12. | aAnbetas 27. | codla
13. | UEPQXL 28. | PO
14. | a8eApois 29. | EVTOAQ)
4 /7
15. | [eevuns 30. | Bahaooas
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