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5.0 Introduction

Lesson Five concludes a five-part introduction to Greek phonology. Lesson
Three presented a bird’s-eye view of Greek vowels and consonants. Lesson
Four concentrated on the organization of the Greek consonants and their
phonetic correlation with one another. Lesson Five now focuses on the vowel
sounds, including the diphthongs and their phonetic relationship with words
beginning with other vowel sounds. Several editorial diacritical phonetic
markings associated with vowels and diphthongs are also discussed.

Whereas Greek consonants are the most stable phonetic sounds among the
letters, the pronunciation of the Greek vowels poses a formidable challenge.
However, a few diacritical phonetic markings further aids to pronounce correctly
vowel sounds and syllables in words. These markings include breathing marks
(smooth and rough), accent marks (acute, grave, circumflex), and punctuation
marks (comma, colon, period, question mark).

All diacritical markings are editorial because the earliest NTGreek manuscripts
did not contain any such markings. They were added later to assist in the
phonetic pronunciation of Greek by those to whom the language was foreign.
However, this should not insinuate they are arbitrary or of little benefit, for they
distinguish between words that would otherwise appear the same (i.e., cbéBou -
“of fear”, poPou - “Fear!”; o - “the”, & - “which”; nv - “which”, fjv - “was”).

Many instructors choose not to teach diacritical markings. Nevertheless, they are
excellent phonological tools for the nonnative speaker when it is remembered
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why they were used in the first place. This grammar follows the copyists’
pedagogical approach and will make the most of them to aid in the pronunciation
of NTGreek vowels and diphthongs where applicable.

5.1 Breathing Marks

The breathing diacritical mark is very important. There are two, the smooth ()
and the rough (*). These complementary breathing marks modulate the
aspiration for every initial vowel or diphthong. A smooth breathing specifies that
there is no aspiration; a rough breathing indicates aspiration. When aspiration
occurs, the initial vowel or diphthong is pronounced with an aspirated “h”.

A Greek letter does not represent the aspirated “h” sound as in English
(“heat,” “helix,” “hinge”). Eta’s bisectional capital letter (} {) represents
the two breathing marks (| = rough and 4 = smooth; ca. VIl A.D.) after the
letter had lost its original aspiration long before the NTGreek Era. They
later then evolved toL and 1 (ca. XI A.D.) to the modern breathing marks.

The breathing marks are phonologically important for every initial vowel and
diphthong'’s pronunciation. Therefore, they must not be omitted while practicing
writing Greek words in the exercises.

5.1.1 The smooth breathing mark is curled to the left like a closing single
guotation and indicates that the initial vowel or diphthong is not aspirated. Thus,
this mark does not affect the aspiration of an initial vowel or diphthong.

aAda, ePthov, NTA, 1TA, OUIKPOV, UPIAOY, WHEYX
(cA-da)  (e-Pr-Aov) (N-To) (1--Ta) (O-pi-kpov) (U-Pi-Aov)  (cdr-He-yYo)

Listen

The smooth breathing mark is placed before a capital letter and not above it.

"ANdpa, Eyidov, 'Hrta, leota, Opikpov, "Y{yihov, Queya
(AN-da) (E-Un1-Adov) (H-ta) (l-co-ta) (O-pi-kpov)  (Y-Un-Aov) ( Q-pe-ya)

Listen
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The breathing mark appears over the second vowel when a word begins with a
diphthong, whether or not the diphthong’s initial vowel is capitalized.

auTos, AuTou, olkel, Oilkos, olwv, Alwvid
(0-Tos)  (Au-Tou) (oi-kel) (Ol-kos) (o1-wv) (Al-cov-1-a)

Listen

5.1.2 Therough breathing mark is curled to the right like an opening single

guotation and indicates that the initial vowel or diphthong is aspirated. The rough
breathing always affects the aspiration of an initial vowel or diphthong.

(S

< ¢ < < ¢ ¢
o, ol, al, &, odos, pw, oylos
(0-805) (a-y1-0s)
Listen

The rough breathing is placed before a capital letter and not above it. The initial

rough breathing mark also is capitalized in English and not the first vowel. The
initial vowel remains capitalized in Greek.

‘O, 'H, 'EE, 'Obos, 'Os, Npg, ETepos
(O-8os) (Q-pa) (E-Te-pos)
(Ho) (Hé) (Hex) (Hodos) (Hos) (Horai) (Heteros)

Listen

The rough breathing always appears over the second vowel when a word begins
with an initial diphthong, whether or not the initial vowel is capitalized.

autn, AuTn, outos, Outos, eupiokw, Eupiokw
(av-tn)  (AUu-Tn) (0U-Tos)  (Ou-Tos)

(eu-pi-okw) (EU-p1-okw)
(hau-te) (Hau-té) (hou-tos)

(Hou-tos) (heu-ri-sk-0) (Heu-ri-sko)

Listen
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5.1.3 Special Considerations (Rho, Upsiion)

5.1.3.1 Rho always has a rough breathing mark when it begins a word.
However, it is pronounced as "rh" and not “hr”. Some English words have their
origins from Greek that begin with “rh” (i.e., “rhapsody,” “rhino,” “rhetoric,”
“rhythm”). The rough breathing is placed before its capital’s letter.

pamlw, PePekka, pnyuoa, Pila, pimTw
(po-m-Tw) (Pe-exka) (pny-ua) (Pila) (9i-reo)

(rha-pi-z0) (Rhe-bek-ka) (rhég-ma) (Rhi-za) (rhi-ptd)

Listen

5.1.3.2 Upsilon or the diphthong upsilon + iéta always has a rough breathing
mark when they begin a word. Upsilon is transliterated into English as “U, u”
when part of a diphthong, otherwise transliterated as “Y, y” (cf. 85.5.6).

umep,  Yohos, uPpilw, umo, ulos, YioBeoio
(0-mep)  (Y-a-hos)  (U-Bpt-fw) (U-mo) (ui-os) (Yi-o-Be-o1-a)
hy-per Hy-a-los  (hy-bri-z0) (hy-po) (hui-0s) (Hui-o-the-si-a)

Listen

its English spelling is “upsilon” (not “hupsilon”), the Greek spelling is

j Upsilon’s alphabetical name is not a contradiction to 5.1.3.2. Whereas
1|
U Y1hov with a space between “v” and “Y1Aov.”

5.2 Syllabification

Syllabification is the division of words into their individual syllables. Many Greek
words have only one syllable, and all other words have two or more syllables.
Guidelines for syllable division are needed to manage their division. As in the
previous illustrations, hyphens are used in the examples below to indicate a
word’s correct syllable division.

5.2.1 Syllabification principles are needed to describe the phonetic process
for the division of words into syllables. An apparent exception may appear time
to time, indicating only that there is another underlying principle. The following
hierarchical eight guidelines are in their order of importance.
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5.2.1.1 Every word has as many syllables as it has separate vowels and/or
diphthongs. Thus, every syllable must have one vowel or diphthong.

The following words have only one syllable.

Y ¢ bJ

¢ b
Ev, ol, Ot, TNV, E€ls, EK, Kal, OU, Yop
Listen

A syllable may begin with a consonant, vowel, or diphthong. A syllable
may end with a consonant, vowel, or diphthong. Syllables may not have
any consonants at all. The combined quantity of vowels or diphthongs
determines the number of syllables in a word. Therefore, the vowel or
diphthong is the necessary element for every Greek syllable.

The following words have two syllables.

owlw, €Ti, OnTo, oUTE, EkEl, OlyHX
(ow-Cw) (¢-T1) (bn-Ta) (ou-Te) (¢-ket) (o1y-uo)

Listen

The following words have three syllables.

uepiled, Moapia, Aokew, 1wTO
(ue-p1-Lw) (Mo-pi-a) (No-Ae-w)  (1-w-To)

Listen

The following words have four or more syllables.

dboPeopat, OKNKOOUEV, EWPOKOUEY
(bo-Be-o-pot)  (G-kn-Ko-o-HeV)  (E-wo-pOi-KO-HEV)

Listen
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5.2.1.2 Two consecutive vowels that do not form a diphthong are divided.

eBecroopedo ¢-Be-o-oo-pe-0ox
OKTIKOOUEY O-KT)-KO-0(-[EV
ECOPOKOUEY E-(-PO-KO-HEV
KEVOW KE-VO-Cd

Oce Oc-¢

Sl d1-o

gV £U-0-81-

2 oI 2 TO-VI-

lEpov 1-€-poV

Auopev Au-o-pev

5.2.1.3 A single consonant is pronounced with the following vowel or diphthong.

pobnms  po-Bn-tns ETEXW E-TTE-X W
AUpOoivey  Au-poi-ve Aetmopefo Aet-Tro-pe-fa
BeheTe Be-Ae-Te ayopalw a-yo-po-Lw
Aoyos Ao-yos AoAew Aa-Ae-w
mohat To-Aal Yiobeoiox Yi-o-0g-o1-a
ny&To n-ye-To edthov e-P1-Aov
EYEVETO E-YE-VE-TO "Nueya "()-pe-yo

5.2.1.4 Syllables are divided between double consonants with their respective
consonant being pronounced with their vowel or diphthong.

Oaddaios Bad-0ai-os
ayyehos ay-ye-Aos
YAwooo YAwo-oo
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caPPoactv
TOPPL
EKKAEICO

MoB6aios
YOHHX
KOTTTTOX

oA

oaf-Ba-owv
TOP-Pw
EK-KAE1-CD
MoB-6a1-os
YOou-pa
KO- TTOX

oA-Ax

5.2.1.5 Two or more adjacent consonants begin a syllable if they can begin a
word. This inseparable grouping of consonants is called a consonant cluster.
Greek words can begin with many consonant combinations that English does
not. A list of all the consonant clusters is provided on the following page.

paBSov
EOTIV
TEKVOV
XploTos
avBpwTos
Cooypew
AeAuobe
poPnTpa
YEYPOTITO
TTeTtpos

O TTOOTOAOS
EKTEVELS
aipvidios

SOy IVLOKW
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GREEK CONSONANT CLUSTERS

Any potential consonant cluster may be verified by a Greek-English lexicon. A
consonant cluster is established by whether or not it begins a Greek word. For
example, the consonants A in the table below constitute a cluster because they
can begin a Greek word (BA1y1s). Consonantal clusters are never to be divided
between syllables, and are always pronounced with their following vowel or

diphthong (they never end a syllable). A consonant cluster is pronounced like
their individual consonants, except that they are rapidly blended together.

Nine consonant clusters below are not attested in NTGreek as beginning a word.
Their attestation is derived, however, from Classical Greek words. These
clusters have been included because of their frequency within NTGreek words.
They are indicated by an asterisk to the right of the consonant cluster.

B6 PdeAuypa A TANYyn TA*  TANUwV
BA PBAemw MV TVEUUX TU*  TUNY®W
Bp Bpedos mp  TmpeoPeutns TP TpPedw
YA yAwooo TT  TTWXEIX d0 dBapTos
YV Yyvous of  ofevvuut dA  dAeyw
YP Ypadw oy* oyaAn v dver
Oy OunTos ob  ofevow dp Ppovew
dv+ dvodeos oK  okoavdalov X0  xBes
dp Opayua ok\  okAnpos XA XAeun
CB CPBevvum OKV* OKVITTOS XV  XVous
Cu  Zuupva Ol  OHUPVC Xp XploTos
() W) NTUIES om  omoudn Yy WxevT
Bv  Bvnokw oA omAayxvov

Bp 6pi€ OT OTOoUX

KA KAeTTw oTA* oTAE

KU*  KUMTOS OoTp OTpPedPw

KV  KVIOX od ododpa

Kp Kplvov opp odpayis

KT KTIOlS OX OXIou

MV pVO
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5.2.1.6 A grouping of consonants that does not constitute a consonant cluster is
divided, with the first consonant pronounced with the preceding vowel or
diphthong. Thus, the first consonant closes the syllable before, and the second
consonant begins the following syllable.

euTPOCHEY EU-Tpo-GOev
doPnbevres do-Pn-Bev-Tes
OUYXO1Pw OUY-XO1-PG
OPKWHOCI OpP-KW-HO-C1-0
aPXNS ap-XNS
Toppupa Top-Pu-pa
OpPKOS Op-KOS
KEVTPOV KEV-TPOV

5.2.1.7 Greek phonology generally dictates the nasal consonants ma and nd
form a consonantal cluster with the preceding consonant, unless the preceding
consonant is either lambda or rhé. The two voiced liquid consonants lambda and
rho do not phonologically mix well with the two voiced nasals, and therefore
divided when juxtaposed together. These exceptions are underlined.

TEKVOV TE-KVOV NOT TEK-VOV
HIUVT|OKOMOL H1-UVT)-OKO-HOKL
TOAHOCD TOA-HO-W

KOGHOS KO-OHOS NOT KOO-HOS
eBvos e-Bvos NOT e6-vos
oy e TPG-YHO!

odpBaAuos o-pBaA-pos

Bepuos Bep-pos

C(PVEONQI Op-VE-O-HOL
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5.2.1.8 Grammars usually divide compound words where joined. A compound
word is two distinct words combined together to form a new word Normally the
first word will be a Greek preposition such as ava, oo, dia, €ls, €K, ETl, KATX
and mpo. This grammar, however divides words into syllables according to the
above seven rules. In the examples below, both possibilities are illustrated.

glonAfov gl-onA-Bov or g10-nA-6ov
elodepwd gl-0de-pad or £10-Pe-Pwd

VoY O-VO-Y OF OVO-Y @
KaTeAoBev Ko-Te-Aa-Bev or kKoT-g-Ao-Pev
ATooTeAAG O-TMO-0TEA-AW or ATO-O0TEA-AW
OUVEXW OU-VE-XW Of OUV-E-XG

Those who exclusively divide between compound words face obvious instances
where syllables cannot divide. An important case in point is where double
consonants follow an initial vowel after the first word of a compound word
(SroyyeMhow < Sia + ayyeMw). Since Greek syllables cannot begin with double
consonants, they must resort to the “natural way” to divide the word phonetically
correct. Consider the following examples.

drayyeAhw d1-ay-yeA-Aw NOT Ola-YYeA-Aw
StoAAoyn b dt-oA-Aa-yn-6 NoT dlo-AAo-yn-61
ETIPPOTITE E-TP-PO-TITEI NOT ETTI-PPO-TITEL
amoAupedo o-TTOA-Au-pe-Bax NOT O(TTO-AAU-pE-Oax

KaToyyYeAAelv  Ko-Toy-YeA-Aelv  nNoT KOTa-yyeA-Aelv

A little bit of common sense serves as a good guide where to divide Greek
syllables. Itis still a good idea, however to learn the above guidelines.

In order to discuss Greek accents (85.3), further knowledge concerning Greek
syllables is necessary. Accentuation is inextricably bound to a syllable’s
designation and position, and to its quantity.
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5.2.2 Designation and position of syllables. A Greek word with three or more
syllables is polysyllabic. A disyllabic word has two syllables, and a word with
only one syllable is monosyllabic. Only the last three syllables of a Greek word
are labeled and the only three that may be accented. The last syllable of a word
Is called the ultima, the next to the last syllable, the penult, and the syllable
before the penult is the antepenult (“before the penult”).

Polysyllabic Disyllabic Monosyllabic
AeAuke T Aoyol ou
antepenult
penult penult
l ultima l ultima ultima
Ae A ke T Ao yol ou

Words with three syllables or more only require the above designations. The last
syllable is always the ultima, whether a word is polysyllabic, disyllabic, or
monosyllabic. Thus, a monosyllabic word such as ouv has an ultima, but it has
neither a penult nor antepenult. The disyllabic word Aoyot has an ultima and a
penult, but no antepenult. A polysyllabic word such as AeAukeTeo has all three, as
do longer words.

A syllable is considered closed if it terminates with a consonant, and open if it
ends with a vowel or diphthong (do not confuse this terminology with “open” and
“close” vowels). Thus in the word, Aoyos (Ao-yos), the ultima is closed and the
penult is open. In the polysyllabic word, avBpwos (av-6pwa-mos), both the
ultima and antepenult are closed and the penult is open.

5.2.3 Syllable guantity depends on the vowel or diphthong in a syllable. If a
syllable contains a long vowel or diphthong, its quantity is long. If it contains a
short vowel, its quantity is short. The only exception is when the diphthongs a1
and ot end a word (i.e., kat, yayot). These two diphthongs are considered short
for accenting purposes. Syllables with alpha, i6ta, and upsilon may be long or
short, determined by further considerations (cf. §5.3.6).
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5.3 Accents

Similar to breathing marks, Greek accents are associated with vowels and
diphthongs, but never with rhé. Also like breathing marks, accents were
employed later than NTGreek times by copyists of Greek manuscripts to assist in
the pronunciation of Greek words.

Although accents were not part of the original NTGreek text, their importance lies
in their phonological benefit for the beginning Greek student. This will become
evidently clear before the close of this lesson. For example, the variable vowel,
i0ta, may be pronounced either long or short. After learning a few principles of
Greek accentuation, you will learn that iéta in OuTv is long, whereas in &osBém it
is short. Moreover, learning Greek accents will increase appreciation for the
intonated beauty and history of the Greek language.

In the end, the best students will be those who learn proper accentuation in the
early stages, for they will go the farthest distance the fastest. Do not be
dissuaded by former students who use their Greek text as a paperweight and
espouse that accents are not important. To learn NTGreek effectively, the ear
and voice need to carry as much of the burden as possible, and not only the eye.

5.3.1 Names of the accents. Except for specific exceptions (introduced in later
lessons), Greek words are written with one of three accents. The three accents
are the acute ('), grave (), and circumflex ("~ ).

5.3.2 Position of accents. Just like breathing marks, all accents are written
over the vowel which forms the nucleus of the stressed syllable. In instances of
a diphthong, however, the accent is written over the second vowel, unless the
second vowel is an idta subscript.

Listen Acute: g, KoTd, avewxBn, Aoyos, oauTous
(e-m) (ka-Ta) (0-ve-d-xbn) (Ao-yos)  (aw-Tous)

Listen Grave: Tapa, Yuxmn, odehdos, Beos, Tous, oUTOS
(ra-pa)  (Yu-xn) (a-8eh-¢pos) (Be-os) (a0-TOS)

Listen  Circumflex: viv, muUp, Inoous, PATa, Sel, aUTE
(I-n-cous)  (Bi-Ta) (a5-63)

© 1996 — 2014 by William Ramey « Phonology (Part 5) NTGreek In Session


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.2_drill1.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.2_drill2.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.2_drill3.mp3

LESSON 5: Sight and Sounds of Greek Words (Module C) 5-13
Consonants, Vowels, and Diphthongs

5.3.21 Combination of breathing marks and accents. When a breathing
mark and either the acute or the grave accent occur over the same vowel or
diphthong, the accent is written beside and just after it. In the case of a
circumflex, the accent is written over the breathing mark.

/ ¢/ (¥4 / ° > > °
avBpwmos, &v, Udwp, ETI, Els, 7Av, oida, iU
Listen

5.3.22 Capital letters and accents. When a word’s vowel is capitalized, both
the breathing mark and accent are placed before the word. In cases of a
diphthong, the breathing and accent marks are placed over the second vowel.

"EAMAnv, "Epooctos, “Hupev, EUBoulos, AlyumTos
Listen

Accents and breathing marks are not normally used with uncials. Very rarely are they
written over a capital in order to emphasize the position of the accent in the word.

5.3.22.1 Improper Diphthong Exception. When an improper diphthong begins with a
capital letter, both the breathing and accent (if present) are placed before it. In this
manner, improper and proper diphthongs are differentiated.

adns > Aidns (Haides)

Two principal guidelines are now discussed to determine which accent can stand over
what vowel or diphthong.

5.3.3 Syllable guantity affects accents. Both the acute and grave accents can
stand over either a long or a short syllable. These two accents are not restricted
by syllable quantity. The circumflex accent is always over a long vowel.

Acute over a short syllable: SEATa, Glyua, TaTpls, avBpwmos
Acute over a long syllable: Kcds, €ykAelc, ol, Teloas, drumn
Grave over a short syllable: auTol, XploTév, XOJp\IS, TZ|)\\I

Grave over a long syllable: Xpws, kaToBoAnv, Aeytwv

Circumflex over only a long syllable: PrTa, CnTa, {TA, 1ATA, WU, E1
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5.3.4 Maximum accent sustention is the accent’s ability to carry the syllable or
syllables that follow. The acute can sustain three syllables; therefore, it may
stand over an ultima, penult, or antepenult. The circumflex can sustain two
syllables; therefore, its accent may stand over only an ultima or penult. In either
instance, the syllable is always long. The grave accent can sustain only one
syllable; therefore, its accent is always over the ultima..

ACCENT POSITIONS

Antepenult | Penult Ultima
Acute / / /
Circumflex ~ ~
Grave \

5.3.5 De-evolution of accents. Greek accents were not always used. They
were first introduced by ancient grammarians as an attempt to preserve a
phonetic record of their language. Ancient Greek words and word-groups were
intonated; meaning voice pitch within them rose and fell during speaking.

The grammarians accented syllables that were pitched higher than unaccented
syllables, and not because of stress. The rising and falling of pitch was what
made the language sound musical. The Greek word for “accent” is prosadidia, a
term used for “a song (words) sung to music”. The “musical” accents represent a
higher pitch in voice. Thus, one syllable is not emphasized by stress over
another as it is by pitch or a lack of it.

English also has a musical accent in some instances. The intonation rise of the
acute captures the second syllable of “Really?” when something surprising or
unexpected is said. Likewise, the falling tone in the same syllable indicates
displeasure, embodying the falling intonation of the grave. The circumflex accent
blends the acute and grave accents and confined only to long syllables in which
the voice rose in pitch during the first half and fell in the second. The circumflex
Is roughly equivalent to a combined acute and grave accent; therefore it is never
used to accent an antepenult syllable.
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The three Greek accents may be represented as in musical notation. Pitch
would vary with individuals, and the intervals would not be the same.
Interestingly, these accents were rigidly observed by those who produced the
Greek classics.

Sometime before the Koiné Era, all three accents
eventually came to represent stress and not pitch.
Thus, Greek accented syllables are represented by ¢E‘pm
extra loudness on its accented syllable, clearer

guality of the vowel and some slight lengthening. An abridged monotonic
accentual system was officially adopted in 1982 by Modern Greek.

Although the ancient accentual pitch has been lost, NTGreek may be read
successfully without knowing any more about accents and rules by which they
are governed. So why learn the Greek accents?

As stated in the introduction, Greek words may be differentiated by the position
and type of the accent. Compare the English word pair “min’ute” (a unit of time)
with “minute” (something very small). The shift of accent not only changes the
manner in which these words are divided (“min-ute” and “mi-nute”), but also
lengthens the vowel quality in “i” and “u” in the latter case! Greek vowel quantity
shift also occurs when an accent shifts within the same word.

5.3.6 Accents and variable vowels. The variable vowels’ long and short
phonetic sounds are not orthographically distinguished, as with the spelling
differences between éta and epsilon. In some instances, however, accents
discriminate their phonetic value. The following guidelines serve as a guide.

5.3.6.1 Alpha

1. The alpha improper diphthong (o) is always long, regardless what syllable
Is accented.

2. Alpha is always long when accented with a circumflex accent.

3. Alpha is always long because of crasis. Crasis is a type of contraction in
which two vowels or diphthongs merge into one new vowel or diphthong,
making one word out of two. Crasis is marked by the retention of the
breathing of the second word. The coronis breathing mark looks like an
apostrophe above the contracted and long vowel.
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KQW (for kai + &v), Koy (for kai + &ycd)

The coronis mark is not identical to the smooth breathing mark.
The coronis marks the omission and contraction of final vowels
and diphthongs with the next word’s initial vowel or diphthong.

LR

4. Alphais always long in all the alphabetical letters’ names.
oAda, Ao, yapua, SéATa, CATa, ATe, OfTo
5. Initial alpha is long in proper names and places that have been

transliterated into Greek from another language. The medial vowel may or
may not be long.

"ASap, APRpaan, APioBop, “Ayop
Further information to distinguish between its long and short pronunciation will be
discussed in future lessons where applicable.
5.3.6.2 lota
1. Iota is always long in the following alphabetical letters’ names.
€ P1hov, O wikpov, U POV
2. |ota is always long when accented with a circumflex mark.

E, m, ¢, X, Wi, upiv, 6Xijns, xpiouo

3. Thefirstidta is long in proper names and places that have been
transliterated into Greek another language. The medial vowel may or may
not be long.

MixonA, HAt

Further information to distinguish between its long and short pronunciation will be
discussed in future lessons where applicable.
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5.3.6.3 Upsilon

When accents are discussed more in depth, it does make a decisive difference
whether or not upsilon is long or short to determine its syllable accent.

1. Upsilon is always long when accented with a circumflex accent.

~ ~

uu, VU, VOv, Towlv, TUP, Tupos, Us

2. Upsilon is long in its alphabetical letter’'s name (as noted by the circumflex
accent over it).

0 yihov, 7Y Yidov

As with the previous two variable vowels, further information to distinguish
between its long and short pronunciation will be discussed in future lessons
where applicable.

5.3.7 Long by position. The two natural short vowels (epsilon, omikron) and
the three variable vowels (alpha, i6ta, and upsilon) may become long when
followed by two or more consonants, a double consonant, or a compound
consonant. However, the vowel may be either long or short if the first of two
consonants following these vowels is a stop consonant AND the second is either
a liquid or a nasal consonant.

5.3.8 Long by contraction. A final accented short vowel is dropped (or elided)
when immediately preceding another word beginning with a long or short vowel,
or a diphthong. The vowel is syncopated and indicated by an apostrophe that
looks identical to the smooth breathing mark following the first word.

The final word’s vowel is omitted because of hiatus, which is a phonological term
referring to the lack of a consonant separating the clash of vowel sounds. The
result is that the following word is easier for the speaker to pronounce.

Whenever contraction occurs because of elision, the variable vowel is always
long in the second word pair as in #s 2, 5, and 6 below.

Contracted words are quickly pronounced in succession without a pause as in

the following examples. Note how the last consonant of the first word pair easily
glides into the first syllable of the following word.
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Qo aUTOU IS Written o ouTou, but pronounced as o-Tau-Tou
oo apxfs is written o apxns, but pronounced as a-map-xns
nebo nuadv is written ped’ nucdv, but pronounced as pe-0n-pcov
HETO arUTOU iS written peT auTou, but pronounced as pe-Tou-Tou
8¢ av is written & av, but pronounced as Sav

aAAo evToAny is written AN évToAnv, but pronounced as aA-Aev-To-Anv

N o ok~ wbd e

oMo €k is written AN’ ek, but pronounced as a\-Aek

The below examples illustrate elision.
) 3> [ I ) ~
1John 1:1: O v a1 apxns
Listen
1 John 1:3: UPELS KOWGVIOY EXNTE HED MUV
Listen
a\ b /7 b b b ~ \ b /7 [ ~
1 John 1:5: |V KNKOGUEV 0T O(UTOU KOl avoyYEANOUEV ULV
Listen
1 John 1:6: OTI KOIVGIVIOW EXOMEV MET OUTOU Kol TGY OKOTEL
Listen
1 John 1:7: KOIVVIGV EXOUEV MET GAANAGV kol To aiua  Inoou
Listen
A ) N ~ b ~ \ 4
1 John 2:5: 05 & OV TNPT CUTOU TOV AOYOV
Listen
1 John 2:16: OUK EGTIV €K TOU TATPOS OAN EK TOU KOGUOU ECTIV

Listen

© 1996 — 2014 by William Ramey « Phonology (Part 5) NTGreek In Session


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill1.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill2.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill3.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill4.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill5.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill6.mp3
https://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson5/mp3/5.3.8_drill7.mp3

LESSON 5: Sight and Sounds of Greek Words (Module C) 5-19
Consonants, Vowels, and Diphthongs

1 John 2:27: AN S TO aUTOU Xplopa S1SGOKE! UGS
Listen
3 John 13: TToAAa eixov ypaai cot, aAN ou Behco Siax ueAavos
Listen
3 John 15: aotalou Tous diAous kaT Ovopo

Listen

John 12:30: OU 81" e 1) Ppeovn auUTn YEYOVEV oAAS 81 UpGS

Listen

5.4 Punctuation

The last diacritical marks discussed are the punctuation symbols. The oldest
manuscripts have few punctuation marks, the earliest being patristic comments
and early versions. Uncial manuscripts were written without spaces between
words, and without any space between sentences, paragraphs, and chapters.
For better or worse, most modern NTGreek include four types of punctuation
marks. Q¢pel is used below as an example for the punctuation marks.

« ¢epel. - period indicates full stop

« ®Epel, - comma indicates minor pause

. ¢eperr - colon or semicolon indicates major pause

« OEpel; - question mark — identical to the English semicolon — Yikes!

NTGreek modern texts usually capitalize proper names, the first letter of direct
guotations, the first letter of an Old Testament quotation, and a paragraphs’ first
letter that begin a new paragraph. However, most editors do not capitalize words
that begin a new sentence.
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5.5 Transliteration

Transliteration is the transcription of a host’s alphabetical letters into the
equivalent characters of a receptor’s language. Transliteration aids pronouncing
difficult words, as well as recognizing English words derived from Greek. The
common convention equivalences are as follows.

A,a=A,a ©,06=Th,th O,0=0,0 X, X =Ch, ch
B,B=B,b I, 1=1,i T, m=P, p Y, U =Ps, ps
[,y=G,g K, k=K, k P,p=R,r 1, w=0,6

A, 6=D,d A, A=L,I 2,0,5=S,s,5 Al o =Ai, ai
E,e=E, e M,u=M,m T, T=T,t HI, n=Ei, &i
[,0=2,2 N, v=N,n Y,u=U,uorY,y (1l, ®=0i, oi
H,n=E & =, E=X,x ®, ¢ =Ph, ph “=H, h

Several matters require attention during transliteration.

5.5.1 Accents. Itis always good practice to place the proper accent over the
transliterated vowel or diphthong.

5.5.2 Breathing marks. The rough breathing mark is transliterated as an “h,”
and always placed before a capital letter or over lower case vowels and
diphthongs. Rho is the exception; an “h” is placed after it. The smooth breathing
mark never affects the pronunciation of a vowel or diphthong; therefore, it is not
usually represented in transliteration.

5.5.3 Nasal gamma. The nasal-gamma is transliterated as “ng,” “nk,” “nch,” and
“nx” when gamma occurs before gamma, kappa, chi, and xsT.

ayyelos = angelos oykos = 6nkos eAéyxet = elénchei caAmyE = salpinx
5.5.4 Double letters. Two English letters represent théta, phi, chi, and psr.

6pi€ = thrix daois = phasis  xBés = chthés  ixiov = psichion
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5.5.5 Long vowels. The macron is placed over the long vowels éta and 6mega
to differentiate between their corresponding short vowels, epsilon and omikron.

BeAnte = thélete PeEAn =bélé Aoywv =16gén  OTiow = opisd

5.5.6 The vowel upsilon. Upsilon is transliterated by “u” when part of a
diphthong (awv, eu, ou, ul, nu); otherwise it is transliterated as “y”.

U10s = huiés UTEp = hypér UdoTi = hydati  eUpopev = heliromen

5.5.7 Improper diphthongs. The improper diphthongs, ¢, 1, and w are
respectively transliterated as ai, €i, and 6i. The macron over the initial vowel
distinguishes between the improper diphthongs and the proper diphthongs ai
(o), ei (g1) and oi (ot).

TIuQ = timal T =t8i T Aoyw = to1 16gdi  18¢e1 = 8idei
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Study Guide
5 Sight and Sounds of Words (Module C)
Phonology (Part 5)

You have been introduced to all the necessary initial phonological information for
NTGreek. Therefore, all Greek words will have their appropriate breathing and
accentual marks from this point forward in the lessons.

The following exercises integrate the material covered in this lesson. In addition,
there are further study aids available which are associated with this lesson for
those who wish to pursue additional study.

Exercise One: The Greek alphabetical letter names.

Let us begin with the twenty-four Greek alphabetical letters. Concentrate on
good penmanship and the letters’ pronunciation. As you write each alphabetical

letter’s name, memorize the placement of its accent and place the appropriate
stress on its syllable as you say the letter's name.

A o, oo

B B, Biita

[y, youuo

A 8, Selta

E e, e y1hov
LG, Cnta

Hn, fTa

© 6, bnTa
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| 1, 1IOTA

Kk, koo

A\, AapBda

My, pu

N v, vu

=g &

O o, 0 uikpov

T m, Th

P p, p&d

> 0, Olyuo

T T, Tou

Y u, 0 y1hov

O ¢, d1

XX X

Yy, P

0 w, & peyo
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Exercise Two: Syllabification. Divide the following Greek words into their

appropriate syllables.

o

B.
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TTVEUO

ayyelos

S

kopSia

. avBpwtos

UMV
AUOUEVCOV

EKTTOAO

. BoTpus

YUVOIKOPL O
koBehovTes
opcaviov
Toy18a

£TI

(@)

€

. Aot8opEwd

UTTOTOO0W
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Exercise Three: Variable Vowels and Accent. Circle the variable letters
known that are long because of their accent.

o. ULV 5. U Y1hov M. VIKQ
B. yewa e. TUDOS 6. Aoyol
y. THOS . 0N 1. 10el

Exercise Four: Transliteration. Transliterate the following English capital
letters into Greek capital letters. All of these examples are actual Greek words.
If applicable, include the rough breathing mark with the transliteration.

o. KAINE .. HETEROS
B. PSEUDOS k. AIDES

y. KURIOS A. HORAI

8. TAPHEI u. HYPO

e. TAXIN v. HAUTE

C. KOINON £. HODOS
n. OMEGA o. EPSILON
©. IESOUS m. THETA
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Exercise Five: Transliteration. Transliterate the following Greek minuscule
letters into Greek capital letters. All of these examples are actual Greek words.
If applicable, include the rough breathing mark with the transliteration.

o. KOOHOU n. ay10S
B. e€w 8. oo

Y. GPXGV | ETTTO

5. aAnfns k. Aapuyg
e. O A. XOpPlS
L. AuTpa u. Coom

Exercise Six: Multiple choice. Choose the best answer.
1. The two Greek breathing marks are:
o. monosyllabic and disyllabic  y. acute and circumflex
B. crasis and coronis 8. smooth and rough
2. The breathing mark which indicates the lack of aspiration is the
o. smooth y. circumflex
B. rough d. acute
3. When U ynhov (Y u) begins a word, it always has
o. a smooth breathing mark y. arough accent

B. arough breathing mark 8. arough breathing and an accent
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4.

Every Greek word that begins with a vowel or diphthong must have
o. an accent y. a breathing mark and accent
B. a breathing mark d. a breathing mark if accented

What are the three primary Greek accents?

/N 5 /N R

Q. Y.
)y » /7 N
B. . d.
Which word has the smooth breathing mark and the grave accent?
a. € YiAov y. ETI
B. eUBEcds 8. EUPIOKED

Which word has the rough breathing mark and the circumflex accent?
o fTa y. Pila
B. avbpwos 8. 1EPELS
How many syllables does ewpakauev have?
o 3 Y. 5
B. 4 5. 6
How many syllables does avecyxbn have?
o 3 Y. 5

B. 4 5 6
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10. How many syllables does ' Incous have?
o 3 Y. 5
B. 4 5. 6
11. How many syllables does wuwjomum have?
o 3 Y. 5
B. 4 5. 6
12. How many syllables does opkwuocia have?
o 3 Y. 5
B. 4 5. 6
13. How many syllables does Alcvia have?
o 3 Y. 5
B. 4 5. 6
14. Which example is a polysyllabic word?
o. NTa Y. AfovTi
B. Aoyol 5. Tpos
15. Which example is a monosyllabic word?

4
o. ou Y. AeovTi

B. Aoyol 5. StoyyeAAw
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16. When a vowel begins a word which is also a capital letter, the rough
breathing mark is placed where?

o. over the vowel Y. under the vowel
B. before the vowel d. after the vowel
17. A smooth breathing mark specifies that there is
o. aspiration Y. an accent mark over the ultima
B. no aspiration d. avowel in the word
18. Accents are associated with what kind of letters?
o. consonants Y. semi-vowels
B. vowels, diphthongs, and rhé 8. vowels and diphthongs
19. Breathing marks are associated with what kind of letters?
o. consonants Y. semi-vowels
B. vowels and diphthongs 8. vowels, diphthongs, and rhé
20. Which letter always has a rough breathing mark when it begins a word?
o. upsilon Y. alpha
B. éta 8. no letter always has a rough breathing
21. Which of the following pair of words is correctly transliterated?
a. pamlw rhapizo y. pamlw rhapizd

B. pamlw hrapizo 8. pamlw rapizd
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22. Every word has as many syllables as it has separate
o. consonants Y. semi-vowels
B. vowels and diphthongs . total number of consonants

23. As far as syllabification is concerned, two consecutive vowels which do not
form a diphthong are

o. divided into syllables Y. pronounced together
B. marked breathing d. never divided

24. A single consonant surrounded by vowels normally
o. is omitted Y. begins a new syllable

B. is not pronounced . never occurs

Exercise Seven: True or False Questions.

1. All consonants may be classified as either a stop or continuant consonant.
There are NO exceptions. True False

2. The two liquid voiced continuants are lambda and rh6. True False
3. The three labial stop consonants are béta, pi, and théta. True False

4. Gamma belongs to the same voiced order and is coordinate with the stop
consonants delta and béta. True False

5. The palatal consonant stops belong to the same class because they are
formed in back of the throat by the closure of the tongue near or touching the
hard palate in the oral cavity. True False

6. Gamma may be either a voiced consonant stop, or a nasal continuant.
True False
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Every word has as many syllables as it has separate vowels and/or
diphthongs. True False

A word that has two or more syllables is called disyllabic. True False

Two or more consonants together within a word begin a new syllable if they
can beginaword. True False

A word that has three or more syllables is called monosyllabic. True False

If a syllable contains a long vowel (H n, (1 w) or diphthong, its quantity is
undefined. True False

An inseparable grouping of consonants is called a consonant cluster.
True False

Syllables are not usually divided between double consonants. True False

When a syllable is said to be “closed”, it means that the syllable ends with a
vowel or diphthong. True False

Accent sustention pertains to the accent’s ability to carry the syllable or
syllables that follow. True False

If this Greek lesson has been helpful and you wish to contribute toward further
resources concerning the same subject material, your donation of any amount
will be helpful.
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