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FOREWORD

The publication of this book brings a forceful and
forthright presentation of Christian Doctrine to be ap-
preciated by the general student. Having used these out-
lines in their earlier form to great advantage in establish-
ing the new convert, I look forward to a continued use
of this more detailed and elaborate treatment. Drawing
from many years of research and classroom presentation,
Mr. Sizemore has put together 2 concise, coherent, and
perceptive work, His explanations, illustrations, and
printed texts, enhances the clarity of context and makes
more pleasant the study of Christian Doctrine. This treat-
ment will be of mutual advantage to both teacher and
student.

Ragon T. Flannery
Administrative Director
Church of Christ Building
and Loan Fund, Inc.

Southern California
Evangelistic Association
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Lesson One

GOD

1. Evidence for God’s exisience:
A. Bible reveals it.
B. Reason teaches it.
C. Supreme intelligence indicates it.
. Mature proves it
E. Intuition requires it.

II. Names for Ged.

. The Nature of God:
A. His unity—aone God.
B. His holipess.
C. His love.
D. His mercy.
E. His power—omnipotence,
F. His wisdom—amniscience.

. His omnipresence
H. His faithfulness.

IV, Knowing snd Obeying God.

Is there a God? If so, what iz He like? Does he care about
us? What does He require of us? These are questions that all

men must face. The answer to these will determine the di-
rection and goal of each life,
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GOD

I. EVIDENCE FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE

A. The Bible doegs not attempt to prove the existence of
God. The first statement is: “In the beginning God . . . (Gen.
1:1) It assumes it as a fact and asserts that “The fool hath
said in his heart, ‘There iz no God".” (Psaa. 14:1) The Bible
states that only a fool, ingnorant of the facts would deny
God, and then not openly, but secretly in his heart. The Bible
is written on the premise that the evidence for God iz so
strong that no informed person would deny His existence.

However, to those who will not accept the Bible teaching
concerning God, it becomes necessary to examine added proof
for His existence. A few evidences will suffice:

B. Reason teaches it. The law of cause and effect re-
gquireg that back of every effect there must be a cause. The
world ig the effect. What is the canse? Did the world and this
universe come into being by chance? Did nothing produce
something? Or is there a master mind, which we call God,
back of it? Reason would teach the latter. The Bible agrees:
“For every house is builded by some man; but he that built
all things is God.” (Heb. 3:4)

C. Supreme intelligence. When we see a great house, we
know there was a wise architect. When we hear a beautiful
song, we know there was a composer. When we loock at this
earth, we lnow there was a creator. The earth is said to
weigh about 6,570,000,000,000,000,000,000 (6 Sextillion,
570 quintillion) tons. Its dimensions: 8,000 miles in diameter
and 25,000 miles in circumference. Yet the earth iz more
accurate in its movements than the finest and most delicate
watch. The earth travels over 292,000,000 miles in a year's
time as it circles the sun. Yet it does not vary in the length
of time it takes for each trip by as much as one zecond! If
it were to vary one-half a szecond it would make scientific
headlines around the world, It has done this for thousands
of years! How can this be explained? A wise and powerful
God is the most sensible answer.

D. Nature proves it. The Psalmist declared : “The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His
handiwork.” (Psalm 19:1). Paul, in Romans 1:20, adds “For
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being underatood by the things that are
made, -even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse.” As we look at the world about us we can be
assured there is a God, and that He is powerful and wise.
People who reject this evidence are without excuse for their
disbelief. Someone has written, *If the word *‘God’ were
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written upon every blowing leaf, embossed on every passing

cloud, engraved on every granite rock, the inductive evidence

that God is in the world would be no stronger than it is.

When the human intellect thinks in terms of finality with

The world as its premise, the ‘therefore’ of every syllogism

“:.'}rmdbe *God'. The universe is a big advertising poster speﬂng
u l.’l‘

E. Intuition requires i, Man intuitively recognizes a
higher being and desires to worship it. This is true of the
most pagan tribes. Paul found this to be true in Athens (Aects
17:23) among the pagan idol worshippers. Where did man
obtain this knowledge and concept of a divine being? The
animals do not have it, The fact that man alone in all ereation
is a religious being is evidence that this knowledge was placed
within him by his desigmer, God. The atheizt is unable to
explain it otherwise,

This skeptical age is rejecting God while wading through
an acean of evidence for Him. It reminds one of the poem by
Minot J. Savage:

“Oh, where is the sea?" the fishes cried,
Asg they swam the ¢ | clearnesg through,
“We've heard from old of the ocean’s tide,
And we long to look on the watera blue.
The wise ones speak of  the infinite sen;
(Oh, who can tell us if such there be!”

. NAMES FOR GOD

The most common name for God in the Old Testament
is “Jehovah,” This means the *self-existent one.” The question
is often asked, “Where did God come from?" The answer is
that He didn't come from anywhere or anyone. He exisis
within Himself and always has. With our limitations we find
this hard to grasp, but thiz iz one indication that God is
unlimited. When Moses asked God for His name in Exodus
3:14, He said, “Thus shalt thou sa{gu_nto the children of Israsl,
I AM hath sent me unto you.” This is another way of saying
Jehovah—"the existing one.” This name clearly impliez that
God is eternal, (Psalm 90:2). .

The name “ELOHIM" is applied to God in Gen. 1:1 and
elsewhere in the 0ld Testament. This meana “The strong one.”
This refers to His omnipotent “all-powerful” nature. This iz
esperially used in connection with creation.

“Adon”—meaning “Lord, Master” iz often applied to
God in the Bible. This indicates His authority over man as
well as all ereation.
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GOD

NATURE OF GOD

Physgical creation can tell us there is a God. But it remains
for the Bible God’s revelation of Himself to tell ua what
God is like in His person. We liet a few of Hiz many attributes.

A. Hig unity—One God. There ig but one God. (Duet.
6:4) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord." The
American Standard Version more accurately translates it:
“Jehovah our God is one Jehovah,” Yet there are three persons
in the {odhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
The term "God” iz applied w each of these. (I Cor. 8:6; John
1:1; Acts 5:3-4). The term "God" is u=~d here as an expression
of deity rather than as a proper name.

This idea of three persons but one God did not seem in
disturb the writers of the New Testament. They apparently
accepted it by faith realizing the inability of finite man
to fully understand the nature of an infinite God. In some
respects man is triune like God. Pan! describes man as “spirit
and soul and body.” (I Thess. 5:28) Man is a spirit with a
soul and lives in a body. Yet he considers himself as one.
This however is not fully understood by any one. If man
cannot understand hiz own nature he should not be surprised
at not u1:|e:]ere:tamﬂflz:f1 the natore of God. We accept Him
by faith as we do the majority of things in this world.

B. His Holiness. This is one of the greatest distinctions
between the one true God and gods created by man. The
gods that men create are sinful and weak like their creators.
A study of Greek Mythology which narrates the gsinful natures
of the gods on Mt. Olympus will eonfirm this. Presumably
when man creates a god, he does not create one who will
condemn him for his sins.

This is not true of Jehovah. While Israel was surrounded
by pagan gods of unholy natures, Jehovah thunders from
Mount Sinai “Ye shall be holy: for 1 the Lord your God
am holy.,” (Lev. 19:2) The prophet Isaiah saw in the temple
a vigion of the Lord with the seraphima crying one to another,
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is
full of his glory.” (Isa. 6:3) The first petition for God in
the Model Prayer is “Hallowed be thy name.” (Matt. 6:9)

It is the holiness of God that causes him to hate every-
thing that iz sinful and evil, and love everything that is pure,
and good, and holy. The Psalmist sang to God, “Thou hatest
all workers of iniquity.” (Psa. 5:5) It iz God's perfect holi-
ness that makes it impossible for Him to be tempted by evil,
rmuch less to sin. (James 1:13)
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A woman dressed in a white satin dress sbhors dirt
much more than a diteh digger does. The cleaner one becomes
in soul, the more he detests sin. Since God iz completely
holy, ﬁe has & burning hatred of all evil. The q,euh'ucﬁnn
of the world by the flood, and the final destruction of the
earth by fire are expressions of God's attitude toward sin
because of His holinesa.

The term “saint” in the New Testament means a “holy
one” or one living a holy life. E child of God who is
living 2 holy life is a saint. As chil of a holy God we
are caled upon to live like Him. *. . . as children of obedience,
not fashioning yourselves according to your former lusts
in the time of your ignorance: but like as he who ealled
yvou is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living:
because it is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy.” (I Peter
1:14-16 ABV)

C. Hiz Love. Thizs iz the supreme attribute of God. “He
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.,” (I John
4:8) Love comes nearer than any other characteristic to
deseribing the nature of God. (ef. Isa. 63:7-9) Love iz the
matchless motive that sent Jesus to save lost humanity. (Jn.

3:16

?l‘he love of God is seen first in His sending Christ to
earth to save man. (I John 4:9-10) His love is also seen
in His adopting into the family of God those who obey the
Gospel. (I Jn. 3:1) His love is superior to any love man
might have. (Romans 5:6-8)

We see God's love in His providential care of all men
and especially His care for the redeemed. (Matthew 5:44-48:
Romans 8 :28).

His repeated forgiveness of our =mins comes from His
love, King Hezekiah said, “But thou hast in love to my soul
delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast
all my sins behind thy back.” (Isalah 38:17).

God's love for us begets in us love for Him. “We love
him, because he first loved us.” (I John 4:19). His love also
motivates us to love one another. “Beloved, if God so loved
us, we ought to love one another.™ (I John 4:11; f. John
14:15).

D. His Mercy. God's love is the basis of His mercy
as zeen in John 8:16. Paul further states: “But God, who is
rich in merey, for hiz great love wherewith he loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us
up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the
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GOD

exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:4-7).

Three great words are closely associated in the Bible:
Love, mercy, and grace, LOVE is the basis of His MERCY,
and God extends GRACE (unmerited favor) because He is
merciful.

The greatest expression of God's love, mercy, and grace
was when Jesus came to atone for our sins. “Herein is love,
not that we love God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the itiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our gins."”
{I John 4:10). God could have let us die in our sins and
He would have been just in doing it. But God chose to be
merciful and save us even though we in no way deserved it.

God shows His mercy daily, when He answers our re-
pentant prayers for forgiveness, Qur understanding high
priest, Jesus, and the throne of grace are always ours “that
we may obtain merey, and find grace to help in time of
need.” (Heb. 4:16). The Lord is “longsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to raﬁentanca." {II Peter 3:9) How wonderful is His mercy!

. Hiz Power — Omnipoténce. God says in Gen. 17:1,
“I am the almighty God.” The term “Almighty” means there
iz no limit to His power. In Rev. 19:6, the heavenly host
mnt\gh“ﬁ.lleluia; for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” It
is limitless power that enabled God to create the world
in the beginning and maintain it today. The miracles of the
Bible were }aerfmmad because of God’s power. Men have
difficulty believing the Genesis creation story and the Bible
miracles becanse have rejected the omnipotent God. Jesus
said, “With God all things are possible.” (Matt. 19:26).

F. Hiz Wisdom — Omniscience. Paul sings a hymn of
praise to God’s wisdom in Rom. 11:38, “0O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding
out!” God’s knowledge and understanding are unlimited. -
“Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding
is infinite.” (Psa. 147:5).

God's knowledge is so great that it extends to little,
insignificant things as well as great facts. Jesus says He
gees the sparrow fall, and that the very hairs of our head
are all numbered. (Matt. 10:80) John wrltes, “For if our
heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth
all things,” (1 Jn. 3:20).

He knows all about us even to our thoughts. “Thou
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou under-
astandest mv thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and

T
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my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For
there iz not 2 word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knowest
it altogether.” (Pzalm 139: 2-4),

G. His Omnipresence. Being spirit God can be every—
where. He is alwayz present. Jehovah declares, “Am 1
God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off. Cnn
any hide himself in secret places that I shall not gee him?
saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? smith the
Lord.” (Jer. 23:23-24), David in Psalms 189:7-10, could
think of no place where he could go and be beyond the love
and care of God. We are never far from God as Paul told
the pagan audience at Mars Hill, (Aects 17:27-28) *
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel afl:atr him,
and find him, though he be not far from every one m‘:‘ us: for
in him we live, and move, and have our being .

God is unlimited by time becanze He is Eterna.l unlimited
in power since He is omnipotent, His omniscience means that
he ig unlimited in knowledge, a.nd His omniprezence informs
us that He is not limited by space. “For Jehovah your God,
i;; 1157 :(l}ud of gods, and Lord of lords, the great Godl" (Deut.

H. His Faithfulness. “Enow therefore that Jehovah thy
God, he iz God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and
loving-kindness with them that love him and keep hiz com-
mandments to a thousand generations.” (Deut. 7:9).

In the midst of constant change in every area of life
it seems that nothing ia stable. All of life seems built om
ghifting sand. But not so with God! Humbolt the explorer,
related his experience with an earthquake in South America.
As the earth beneath him rocked like a boat in the water,
treeg fell, rocks rolled, he felt that nothing was stable or
dependable. Then he loocked upward. The sun was still there,
mthe sky r?'ilaadunﬂistnrbed Hﬁwnlie t]ga:lﬁi! The th‘ailgu oﬁ

is ea 0 ehm:;ge—God a gays: °
hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens
are the work of thy hands, They shall perigh, but thou shalt
endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as 8
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed:
but thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.™
{Pzalm 102 :25-27).

The faithfulness of God is rooted in His immutability—
His unchanging nature. Jehovah says, “For I am the Lord,
I change not.” . .. (Mal. 3:6) His methods and covenants
with men may change, but his principles and character do
not. Because He does not change, man can place hia trust
in every promise He makes. The omnipotence of God further

8



GOD
agsures his faithfulness. Men may not keep promises because
they are unable through weakness to carry them out. God
can 'orm anything he promises to do.
Hebrew writer therefore could say with confidence,
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering:
(for he is faithful that promised.”) (Heb. 10:23).

ENOWING AND OBEYING GOD

Az we consider how great God is, we would agree with
God's words in Jer. 9:23-24, “Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might.
let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him t
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me,
that T am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight,
gaith the Lord.”

Man's highest aim in life should be to “Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
(Eee. 12:18).

QUESTIONS — GOD
TRUE - FALSE
1, The Bible assumes the existence of God.

— 2. For every effect there must be a cause.
o = oo Ehﬂgm iz little evidence from nature to tell us of

4. Tt is easy to understand that God has alwavs been.
— 5. The Christian accepts by faith the nature of God.

&. '%I%]i'l has no knowledge of God until he reads the
1e,

7. Omnipresence means unlimited in space.
B. Immutability refers to God's unchanging nature.
___ % The gods that men create ave powerful and holy.

10. The New Testament teaches that every one is &
saint.
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FILL IN THE BLANKS

1.

In John 3:16, God's attributes of and

are seen.

God's faithfulness is assured by His and

(God’s love for us should begetin usalovefor
and for
God's ________ is defined as unmerited favor.
God is not tempted by evil becanse of His
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Lesson Two

JESUS THE CHRIST

L Jesus, The Son of God.

I Titles that indicate His work and position.
A. Jesus, Our Saviour.
B. Jesus, Our Lord.
C. Jesus, Our Mediator.
D, Jm,uﬂrpﬂp]lﬂl-
E. Jesus, Our High Priest.
F. Jesus, Our King.

“And thou shalt call His name JESUS; for it is He that
shall save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21) Thus
the angel of the Lord informs Joseph about Jesus, His name
and His misaion, Jesus is the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew
word “Joshua” meaning “Jehovah iz salvation.” Jesns mesans
“Saviour”, aptly describing His work of saving men
their sing. {Luke 19:10) ;

The title Christ or Messiah means “anointed ome” It
designates Jesus as the fulfiller of the Messianic hopes of
the Jews in the 0ld Testament. The name Jesus Christ meana
that HE ia the Messiah whe came to earth to save lost
mankind.

L JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

The logical question that follows is, Who iz this Jesus,
this Messigh? Many anzwers have been given. Some of the
Jews thought Him to be Mary and Joseph's son. (Mk, 6:3;
Matt, 13:55) Others called Him a “deceiver”. (Matt. 27:68)
Still others thought Him to be a prophet (John 8:14). Some
men today say t He is just a man except that He lived
a better life than other men.

11
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What does the Bible say? What did Jesus say? What did
the Apostles who knew Him best say?

JOHN THE BAPTIZER SAID JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD. “And
1 have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of
God." (John 1:34)

MARE SAID JESUS IS THE 30N OF GOD. “The beginning of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1

PETER SAID JESUS IS THE 20N oF GOD. “And Simon Peter
answered and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.' " (Matt. 16:16)

PAUL SATD JESUS I8 THE 20N OF coD. ""God sent forth His
Son, made of 2 woman, made under the law.” (Gal. 4: 4}

THE ANGEL GABRIEL SAID JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD.
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God.” (Luke 1:85)

THE DEMONS SAID JESUS IS THE 80N OF GOD. “What have
Er%‘ﬂt? do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ., . . T (Matf,

JESUS BAID HE WAS THE SON OF GOD. “Again the high
priest asked Him, and saith unto Him, Art thou the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus gaid, I am.” (Mk 14:62;
cf. Matt, 26:64; Jn. 10:36)

The crovming testimony came from the FATHER who
said: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
(Matt. 3:17; ¢f. Matt. 17:5)

A. Divine powerg ond honorg asgeribed to Jesus. In
addition to the above testimony to Christ’s deity, He is said
to possess powers and honors that belong only to Deity.

1. Christ has the power to create. Throughout the Bible
the power to create is attributed to God. (Gen. 1:1; Isa.
48:12-13) Yet in many passages of Scripture the same
is ascribed to Jesus. (John 1:1-3; Eph. 3 :8-11; Col. 1: fﬁ-l‘?}

2. Christ has power to fnrgwe sins. This is an exclusive
power of God. Yet in Luke 5:20-25, Jesus states that He has
the power to forgive =ins and demonstrates it by healing the
paralytic.

3. Christ is a proper object of worship. God alone is to
be worshipped. Nevertheless thiz honor is given to Jesus by
the Father. “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son: that all men should honer
the Bon. even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not
;h;gg;} honoreth not the Father who hath sent Him.” (John

These powers and honors are Christ's because He iz “the
only begotten Son, who ig in the bosom of the Father . . .
(John 1:18), When Jesus spoke to the people about God, He
never used the term “Our Father”. He never classed Himself

12
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with other men to indicate equality. (In Matt. 6:9 Jesus uses
the term “Our Father”, but this was in giving a prayer for
the disciples to pray.)

Jesus iz not & mere man. He iz the only begotten Son of
God. He came to earth and lived as a man for a few years.
But He is and always has been in a unigue sense—God'a Son.

II. TITLES THAT INDICATE HIS WORK AND POSITION

One man has =za8id that he counted two hundred fifty-
four different titles given for Jesus in the Bible. A diamond
has many facets, yet each one will reflect some new and
beautiful side of the gem. Like s diamond, one may look at
Jesus from any angle or facet of His life and see some new
beauty reflecting His greatness and love for man.

In this lesson we will study just a few of these many
facets of the Master's life.

A, Jesus, Our Saviour. Webster defines Saviour as "one
who saves or delivers." This facet of Jesug' life perhaps shines
the brightest of all.

The angel told Joseph, “Thou shalt call His name Jesus,
far it is He that shall save His people from their sins.,” (Matt.
1:21). The angel of the Lord told the shepherds on the Judean
hillside *there is born to you this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11). Jesus summar-
ized concizely His mission to earth when He said, “For the
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost."”
{Luke 19:10).

Romans 5:6-8 states that while man was weak, unable to
gave himself; while he was a sinner not deserving sgalvation,
that by the grace and love of God, Christ died to save Him.
I Peter 1:18-19 relates that man has been redeemed, bought
back and rescued from slavery not with silver or gold, “But
with precious blood as of a4 Lamb without blemish and with-
out spot, even the blood of Christ.” (Asv).

Willis R. Hotchkiss, missionary to Africa, searched for
many months for a native word that would express the idea
of Saviour. One day there was a great commotion in the
village. When Mr. Hotchkisg joined the crowd assembled in
the sguare, he found a native, torn and bleeding. He was
excitedly telling of his escape from the claws of a tiger. He
used a word to deseribe the one who had saved him.

Immediately Mr. Hotchkiss wrote this word down. The
next Sunday he preached on Jesus as Saviour and used this
word. As the people crowded around him after the service
they said, “Now we understond that Jesus died fo save us

18
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from sin and satan. That's what you've been trying to tell
us for so many moons.” .

. Hotchkiss says, “I have dwelt four years practically
alone in Africa. | have been 30 times stricken with the fever,
three times attacked by lions and several times by rhinoc-
eroses; a number of times ambushed by the natives; for
fourteen months I never saw a piece of bread. But let me
say to you, I would gladly go through the whole thing again
if 1 could have the joy of again bringing that word ‘Saviour’
and flashing it into the darkness that enveloped another tribe
in Central Africa.”

Many false religions offer their followers some hope of
salvation through abuse of the body and personal torture.
Others by keeping certain moral maxims. Even then the hope
is faint. The grand assurance of Christianity is that God in
His love toward man saved us, not by works of righteousneas
which we do, “but according to His mercy He saved ug, thron
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy
Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus
Chriat our Saviour.” (Titus 3:5-8, ASV).

Christianity alone has a Saviour! One more reason why
we believe it to be the only frue religion.

B. Jesus, Our Lord. No term is more expressive of the
faith of the early believers than the term “Lord.” Peter pro-
claimed on Pentecost that the Jews had crucified Jesus but
that God had made Him “Both LORD and Christ.,” (Acts
2:36). In Acts 10:36, Peter says He iz “Lord of all.”

Paul declares that we are to confess with the mouth
“Jesus az LoED." (Romans 10:9 Asv). The believer con-
fesses Jesus as his Saviour, as his Messiah or Christ, but
especially as his Lord!! In Phil. 2:9-11, Paul explains that
“God highly exalted him (Jesus), and gave unto him the
name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on
carth and things under the sarth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of
zod the Father!”

. The term Lord indicates the sovereignty of Christ over
His followers—the church, (Colossians 1:18). He iz the
Master, the Christian is His servant. The term Saviour indi-
cates what Christ has done and is doing for the believer. The
term Lord reflects what the believer should Do for Christ
his Saviour. Many people love to read and hear of what Jesus
has done for them. But often they are unconcerned sbout

what Christ expects and requgires of them in return. If
Christ iz not Lord of All, He will not be our Lord at all! Jesus
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eaid, *And wh;' eall ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which T say?' (Luke 6:48). This facet of the Lord's life
needs emphasizing

esus, Our Mediator.

The term mediator suggests one that is a “go-between”
two parties. It implies that the two parties are hostile or at
variance with each other and this mediator is endeavoring
to bﬁg them intc harmony and sgreement. The seriptures

at man when in sin is at enmity with God, alienated
from Him, without hope,

Christ came and died that He might make peace between
God and man, whether Jew or Gentile; “and might reconcile
them both in one body unto God through the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby.” (Eph. 2:16)

Christ died on the cross in order to remove the great
barrier between God and man—SIN. By accepting Jesus'
proffered forgiveness ogh the Gospel, man may be recon-
ciled and be gt one with G

Christ alone was qualified to remove this barrier, since
He alone was without sin. No one could die for another's
sins, while he had sins of his own. It is also true that Jesus
alone can be a Mediator between God and man. Paul says
“For there is one God, one mediator also between God and
men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom
for all.” (I Tim. 2:5) Jesus states, “no one cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6)

A mediator should have knowledge of both sides and be
concerned for the welfare of each v. Jesug “existing in
the form of God" before He came to earth fully understood
God'a side. He came to earth that He might know and under-
stand man’s side. {Read Heb. 2:17-18; 4:15-16)

Now He is the perfect and only Mediator between God
and man.

D. Jesus, Our Prophet.

When the work of Jesus is viewed in its broad sweep it
divides itzelf generally into three officez which He fulfills—
prophet, priest, and king.

The prophet in the Old Testament was a man who spoke
forth for God. Amos said he was not a prophet by training,
or the son of one but was a herdsman and a dresser of syca-
more trees. But “Jehovah took me from following the flock,
and Jehovah said unto me, Go, prophesy untoc my people
Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of Jehovah.” (Amuﬂ
7:14-18) The prophets were forthtellers, speaking God's
message for the present time and need. They were also fore-
tellers, predicting events yet to come.
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The 0ld Testament pointz unmistakably to one great
prophet who would come to be God's spokesman on earth. In
Deut. 18:15 Moses revealed that “Jehovah thy God will raise
up unto thee &8 prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth-
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.” Peter informs
us that this prophet was Jeaus. (Acts 3:19-26)

Hebrews 1:1-2 astates that God had in other times com-
municated His message to man through many channels, but
“hath at the end of these dave spoken unto us in His Son."
Jesus came to be the divine Teacher and revealer of God'a will
for man.

As God's prophet Jesus spake authoritatively that the
people might know that He spoke for God, “The multitindes
were astonished at His teaching: for He taught them as one
having authority, and not as their seribes.” (Matt. 7:28-29)
Yet He spoke simply and clearly that all men might under-
stand. “The common people heard Him gladly.” (Mk. 12:37b)
%ﬂliﬁagreeti} , even His enemies, “Never man so apake!” (Jn.

The pmghetic ministry of Jesus was carried on after He
returned to heaven by the Holy Spirit whom He sent. Jesus
told His disciples the night before He died, “But the Com-
forter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, ke shall teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that I said unto youw.” (Jn. 14:26)

When we read the New Testament we can accept it with
faith and full assurance that it is God's message for us. Jesus,
God's great prophet, has said, “My teaching is not mine, but
His that sent me.” (John 7:16). "1 speak the things which
I have seen with my Father.” (John 2:38).

E. Jesus, Our High Priest. A priest was a minister or
leader of any religion, whether heathen {Actz 14:18) or
Biblical (Matt. 8.4). The high priest was the leader among
the priests. In Hebrews Jesus is referred to ten times as our
High Priest. Christ is pictured as the True High Priest of
Whifh Aaron was a type. All Christians are priests (I Peter
2:9).

His dutiez as expressed in Hebrews 5:1 were: "For every
high priest, being taken from among men, is appointed for
men in things pertaining to God, that He may offer both gifts
and sacrifices for sins.” The function of the high priest under
the Mosiac period was to lead in the Temple worship of
Jehovah, and to offer saerifices to God on behalf of the
people, Aaron, being human and therefore a sinful high
priests had to first offer a sacrifice for his own sins and that
of his family (Lev. 16). Then he would enter a second time
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into the Holy of Holies, sprinkling blood on the Mercy Seat for
the zina of Israel. By this act the sins of Israel were rolled
forward year by year until Christ should come, “The Lamb
of God” to completely take away the sins of the people.
{Hebrews 10:1-4)

1. Jesus commissioned ags High Priest. In Hebrews 5:4-6,
the writer records that Jesus was made a High Priest by God
Himself; “And one does not take the honor himself, but he is
called by God, just as Aaron was, So also Christ did not exalt
Himself to be made high priest, but was aplpointed by him
who said to him, ‘Thou art my Son, today I have begotten
thee’; as he says also in another place, “Thou art a priest
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.'” (RSV)

David had known this and stated it in Psalm 110:4. We
have already stated that Jesus is our Prophet, High Priest,
and King. It is interesting to note that Jesua is not a H.lih
Priest after the order of Aaron, Aaron was from the tribe
of Levi—the priestly tribe. The New Testament writers make
much of the fact that Jesus was “of the House and lin of
David,” (Luke 2, 4, and 5; cf. Mk. 11:10; Matt. 21:9). How
could Jesus be a High Priest and come from the tribe of
Judah which was the kingly tribe? The answer is to be found
in the fact that Jesus is a High Priest after the order of
Melchizedek. (Heb. 6:20: 7:15-17). Melchizedek was the
superior of Abraham and both King of Salem and Priest of
God Most High. (Hebrews 7:1-4).

2. His Preparation. Jesus' preparation or training to
be our great High Priest began when He left the glories of
Heaven and came to earth to become one with those He
reprezents. (Phil. 2:5-8).

Hebrews 2:14 reveals that Jesus was a partaker or
sharer in “flesh and blood” in the same manner that we are,
In Hebrews 4:15, His preparation continues as He is tempted
in all points like as we are and yet without sin. A part of
Hig training for this great office is seen in Hebrews 5:8
where we read that He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered, thus being made perfect or complete as our High
Priest. In order to properly mediate between God and Man,
Jesus needed *“to be made like unto His brethren that He
might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in all things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the mins of the

le. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted,
EeTis Ea}b]e to soccor them that are tempted.” . (Hebrews

117, 18).

Apart from having sin, there is nothing in human ex-

perience that is unknown to Him. Today as our faithful and
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merciful High Priest, He ministers before God on behalf of
His people who are compassed by sin and infirmity, (Heb.
4:15-16; Rom, 8:33-34)

8. His Offering:

When Aaron made atonement for the sine of Israel under
the Old Covenant, he used the blood of bulls and ts for a
saerifice, But when Jesus our High Priest, offered His sacri-
fice to God, He offered Himself. (Heb. 9:11-12) “But Christ
having come a high priest of the good things to come th
the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,
that is to say, not of this creation, nor yet through the blood
of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in
once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal re-
demption.” (AsV).

From the scriptures we note these facts:

a. The Tabernacle in which Christ offered His sacrifice
was not a tent in the wilderness or a Temple in Jerusalem.
The Atonement was made not in the Holy of Holies in Jeru-
;alﬁ'x; but in Heaven itself before the presence of God. (Heb.

b. His altar of sacrifice was not the brazen one in the
Temple court, but a rude cross on Golgotha's Hill

¢. His sacrifice was not the blood of goats and calves
but rather His own "“precious blood, as a Lamb without
blemish and without spot.” (I Peter 1:19) He is the sacrifice
and the sacrificer. (Jn. 10:17-18)

d. The effect of His sacrifice: The effect of Aaron's
sacrifice on the Day of Atonement merely made a remem-
brance year by year—it did not take away sin. (Heb, 10:4)

However, when Jesus offered His sacrifice, He did not
need to offer Himself year by year, “else must he often have
suffered gince the faundat[un of the world: but now once at
the end of the ages hath he been manifested fo pul qwoy sin
by the sacrifice of Himself.” (Heb. 9:26). Jesus offered once
for all the perfect sacrifice t brought to an end animal
sacrifice and put away sin forever, ving made possible
eternal redemption through His blood.

F. Jesus, Our King,

1. Jmpre&ctedtobsa,ﬂw The third great office of
Christ that of being King was prophesied wly{y Jeremiah,
“Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will raise unto
David & righteous Branch, and he shall reign as King, and
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land.” (Jeremiah 23:5; cf. Zechariah 6:13).

His kingship came from God but through the lineage
of King David. Gabriel tellg Id-',a.:g “He shall be great, and shall
be called the Son of the Muut igh: and the Lord God ghall
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ve unto him the throne of his father David.,” (Luke 1:82).
had promised David that one would come from his seed
that wuu!d establish a kin that would last forever. (11
Sam. T: li-éﬂ . This is fulfilled in Jesus.
claimed to be a King. After His baptism, He
h&gan preaching that the Kingdom of hesven was at hand. In
Matthew 16:28, Jesus predicted “there are some of them that
stand here, who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” When Pilate asked
Jesus “Art thou the King of the Jews?' He said, “Thou
sayest." This is quivalent to “yes.” (Luke 23:3).

8. Nature of His kingdom. Jesus said kingdom was
not of this world. In John 18:36 Jesus informs Pilate “My
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that T should not be
JEra]iw.rnmi to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from

ml‘l

Jesus' om ig & spiritual kingdom. (cf. Rom. 14:1T;
Heb. 1:8, ﬂ} is mcsleed a King. He is King of truth;
King of salvation; King of peace: King of ngilteuu.ﬂnm
His rule is over the hearts of men for the great purpose of
saving their souls.

4, The length of His rule. Gabriel told Mary “He shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom
there gshall be no end.” (Luke 1:38). Peter urges all Christians
to be diligent in making their calling and election sure. “For
thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Baviour Jesus Christ. (II
Peter 1:11). Christ is in Hiz mediatorial reign now az He
seeks to redeem lost mankind, He shall continue to reign in
eternity. Then we shall se¢ the many diadems upon His
head, and shall know that He is truly “King of Kings and Lord
of Lords."” (Revelation 19:12, 16).

QUESTIONS — JESUS, THE CHRIST
TRUE - FALSE
1. The name Jesua means Saviour.

e 2, Jeaus did not claim to be the Son of God.
3. The term Lord tells what Jesus has done for us.

4. A mediator is one who reconciles two parties.
18
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5. A prophet is one who speaks God’s message to man.
6. Christ is a prophet like Elijah.

7. The main task of the high priest was to offer
sacrifices for sin.

8. Jeaus was a high priest after the order of Aaron.

——— 9, Prophets in the Old Testament were both forth-
tellers and foretellers.

10. Jesus shall be King forever.

FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. List two powers that God has that Christ also haa.

a.
b.

2. List three contrasts between Aaron's sacrifice for sin and
Jesus' sacrifice for sin.

8.
b.

c.

3. Is God reconciled to man or is man reconciled to God?
(II Cor. 5:18-20, Eph. 2:14-18)
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Lesson Three

THE BIBLE

I. Names for the Bihle.

L. The Origin of the Bible.
A. What the Bible says about its origin.
B. Evidences for the divine origin of the Bible,
1. Fulfilled prophecy.
2. Its wonderful unity.
3. Logieal proof.

. The Valne of the Bible.
A. Iis value to the lost.
B. Its value 1o the saved.

IV. How to Read and Understand the Bihle.

¥. The Sacredness of the Word.

The Bible is the most remarkable book in the world.
Thomas Carlyle said, “I call the Bible, apart from &ll theories
about it, one of the greatest things ever written with pen.
A noble book ! All man’s book "

It is by far the world’s best seller. Two million copies
have been sold each year for the past 100 years. It has been
translated into over 1,000 languages and dialects. This i=s
more than any other book.

Alexander Campbell wrote :
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The Bible is to the intellectual and moral world
of men what the sun is to the planets in our system
—the foundation and source of light and life,
spiritual and eternal. There is not a spiritual idea
in the whole human race that is not drawn from the
Bible, As zoon will the philosophers find an indepen-
dent sunbeam in nature, as the theologian a spiritual
conception in man, independent of the OME BEST
BoOK."” {Christian System, page 3)

1. NAMES FOR THE BIBLE

The word Bible itself simply means “book.” Many re-
ligions have their collection of sacred writings, sometimes
spoken of as their hibles. To the Christian the Bible means the
collection of the Scriptures of the Old Testament and New
Testament recognized and used as the basis and authority of
the Christian faith. The Bible uses other terms to identify
ltEEH.

A. Word of God. “And for this cause we also thank God
without ceasing, that, when ye received from us the word of
the message, even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
glzo worketh in you that believe.” (I Thessalonians 2:13)
Peter states that we are begotten through “the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth.” (I Peter 1:28) This identifies the
Bible az the message or word which has come from God.

B. Living Oracles or Oracles of God. Stephen speaks of
the Iaw given on Mount Sinai as "“living oracles”. (Acts 7:88)
An oracle is 2 message handed down from a divine being or
source, This name indicates that this message from Jehovah
is a living message from a living God. Paul calls the Bible
“The Oracles of God."” (Romans 3:2) Moses told the children
of Israel to keep the Commandments of God and to teach
their children to observe them also. “For it is no vain thing
for vou; becaquse if €5 wour life, and through this thing ye
shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over the
Jordan to possess it."” (Deut. 32:47 cf. Hebrews 4:12)

C. The Holy Seriptures. Paul refers to the Old Testa-
ment writings as the “Holy Scriptures”. (Romans 1:2) This
simply means “sacred writings” which is the expression used
in 11 Timothy 3:15. The Word scripture itself means “writ-
ing.” This is the common term used for the Old Testament
books by our Lord and His Apostles. (Matt. 21:42; Mark
14:49; Luke 24 :82; John 5:89; Acts 18:24; Romane 15:4)
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I.. THE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE

A. Whai ihe Bible says as to its origin.

In a court of law the most important evidence as to the
anthor of a will is what the will actually says itself. If the
will states that John Brown is its author it takes considerable
evidence to prove it otherwise, This principle holds true also
in determining who is the real author of the Bible. Let us
examine what the Bible says as to its author.

1. Old Testameni—Several hundred times the Old Testa-
ment writers use such expressions az “Thus saith the Lord,”
*Jehovah said,” ete, (Exodus 24:12, 25:1; Ezekiel 5:5, 11)
David speaks in II Samuel 23:2, “The Spmt. of the Lord
spake by me, and his word was in my e,” Jeremiah
describes his call to propheay like thm “An .l-'ahmah said
mﬁ}&hnld I have put my words in thy mouth.” (Jere-

The Apostle Paul speaking of the Old Testament scrip-
tures said regarding their inspiration: “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.” (I1 'I'nrnrtn('.lulr 3:16,17)

The Apostle Peter informs us that the prophets in the
Old Testament did not create their own message, “For no
Eo ':Phacg ever came by the will of man: but men spake from

moved by the Holy Spirit.” (II Peter 1:21 ASV)
It is & well known fact that Jesus and the Apostles always
considered the Old Testament to be a revelation from God.

2. New Tcstament—Not only did the 0Old . Testament
writerg declare that their message came from God but the
New Testament authors also claimed that their message was
from God. Paul says in Galatians 1:11, 12, “But I certify
you, brethren, that the gospel which was preauhed of me is
not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was
I ‘tauﬂié;t but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

speaks of Paul's writing as “scripture” when he

says, “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these
thmgs, in which are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do
also the other seriptures, unto their own destruction.” (II
Peter 8:16) The word Eeripture as used here indicates a
gpecial body of writing which was regarded as divinely
inspired. The expression “other scriptures” shows that Peter
laces Paul's writing on a par with the Old Testament. Jesus
ad told His Apostleg that the Holy Spirit would enable them
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to recall all that He had ever taught them. The Holy Spirit
would also teach them many other things. (John 14:28, of.
Matt. 10:19, 20). Paul commended the brethren at Thessalon-

ica because they had received his “not as the word
of men, but as it iz in truth, the Word of God.™ (I Thessalo-
nians 2:18)

The unanimous testimony of the Bible is that its author
is God., It was written down by men who were ingpired by
the Holy Spirit.

B. Other Evidence for the Divine Ovigin of the Bible.

1. Fulfilled prophecy—One of the great proofs of the
inspiration of the Bible is fulfilled prophecy. This is predict-
ing accurately a future event that comes to pass hundreds
:]fe YB:or;h lentter When this is donamml it is atrg:md?n.ﬁ;e that

p pOSsesses SUDErnA pOWET. on some
one might make a lucky guess but when scores of prophecies
are accurately fulfilled, the possibility of chance is removed.

{(a) Prophecies concerning Jesus—Below is a partial list
of prophecies concerning Jesns and their fulfillment in the
New Testament,

Propheoy  Fulfillment

1. Place of Jesus' birth Micah 5:2 Luke 2:1-7
2. Hia foreronnar foreteld I=a. 40:3; Mxtt, 3:1-8: 11:11-14

3. His betrayal by Judas Pealm 41:9 John 18:18; Lk. 22:47.48
4. He died with trensgressors Isa. 63:9,12 Luke 23:33

BE. Mot a bone to be broken Pgalm 34:20 John 19:31-37

6. Buried by a Rich man Iezish 53:9 Matt 27:57-80

7. His Resurrection foretold Psalm 16:10 Matt. 28:1-6

These and many other prophecies in the 0ld Testament bear
eloguent testimony to a divine author of the Bible.

2, Itz wonderful unity—The Bible was written over a
period of 1,500 years on three different continents by some
40 human writers. Its human writers by occupation were
sheepherders and kings: farmers and doctors. The Bible was
written in three different languages, and covers in its 66
separate books, every subjeet imaginable. Yet, it iz esgen-
tially one book| How can this be possible?

This unity many be illustrated by a great orchestra.
It may be composed of a 100 musicians with a score of
different types of instruments. Yet when they play, there is
one grand harmony. The reason being that there is one master
mind, the conductor who directs and controls all the musicians,
as they play. God made His great oratorio to play for more
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than a 1000 years and when ome musician became silent,
another took up the strain and it was all ene grand symphony
—the theme was never lost and when the last strain dies
away it is seen that through all these glorious movements and
melodies there has been one grand theme,

Did each musician compose his own musie and play it as
he chose? Or was there one composer and director behind it
all? The real conclusion is that God is the true author of the
Bible and that He directed each writer as He inspired him
lﬁ]rh;:he Holy Bpirit. This is the answer to the unity of the

ible.

3. Logieal proof—John Wesley had a very brief but in-

way of proving the Bible to be from God. He said
the Bible must be the invention of good men or angels; bad
men or devils, or of God.

(a) It could not be the invention of rood men or angels;
for they neither would nor could make a book, and tell lies
all the time they were writing it, saying, "Thus saith the Lord,’
when it was their own invention.

(b} It could not be the invention of bad men or devils;
for they would not make a book which commands all dutr
forbids all sin, and condemns their souls to hell to all eterni

(c) Therefore, he drew this conclusion, that the Bible
must be given by divine inspiration.

II. THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE

How important is the Bible to the Christian? What is its
value to the lost? We who believe it, know that it is of the
greatast un%omnue to both.

Its Value to the Lost, The Scriptures state:

{1} We are begotten by the Word. "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth forever.”" (I Peter 1:23) James
says, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.”
(James 1:18)

(2) We are saved by the Word. “Wherefore lay apart
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to =save your
aculs.” (James 1:21) ;

{8) Faith comes through the Word. “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans

10:17

V}e, know that Christ is the one who saves us. The Bible,
however, is the source of our knowledge of Christ and His
saving power. Without the Word there would be no knowl-

25 From the Library of
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edge of His redeming love and hence there would be no faith
or obedience on man's part. This is why the Bible says we
are saved through the Word. It is the channel that God uses
to bring us to Christ. .

n]il.gfta Value fo the Saved. To the Christian, the Bible is
indispensable. There are many ways in which the scriptures
are valuable to the life of a Christian.

(1) As a means of Spiritual growth. “As new born
babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow
thereby.” (I Peter 2:2) The Bible is to the spiritual man
what the food is to the physical body. It is food to his soul.
Jesus said “man is not to live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of qu.“ {Matt. 4:4)
A neglect of the study of the Word makes spiritual weaklings.
Paul told the Ephesian elders, “And now, brethren, I com-
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able
to build you wp, and to give you an inheritance among all them
which are sanctified.” {Aects 20:32)

(a) By the Ward of God, believers are ¢leansed from the
defilement of sin. Jesus told His apostles “now ye are clean
through the Word which I have spoken unto you.” (John 15:8)
We know that it is the blood of Christ which cleanseth us
from all sin. (I John 1:7; Hebrews 9:14) It is through the
Word, however, (Knowledge of and obedience to it) that we
are brought to that blood, The Psalmist posed this guestion
and gave this anawer “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy Word.”
(Pzalm 119:9)

The Word is the means whereby we are kept clean and
set apart or sanctified for God’s use, Jesus prayed the Father,
i‘?a;l;}tify them through thy truth; thy Word is truth.” (John

One man has said, “This Book will keep you from gin,
or sin will keep you from this Book.”

{(b) By the Word of God, Christians are able to meet
the attacks of satan. When satan tempted Jesus in the wilder-
ness, our Lord parried every thrust by the use of the Word
of God. (ef. Matt. 4:1-11) Paul told the Ephesians, “Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil . . . And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”
(Ephesians 6:11, 17) The Bible is the Christian’s sword in
this spiritual battle against sin. The Psalmist also recognized
this truth when he said, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,

(hat 1 might not gin againgt thee” (Paalm 119111)
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{c) A thorough knowledge of the Word gives confidence
and courage to the soul winner. A man who profeassed to be
an unbeliever had embarrassed many local preachers with his
infidel arguments. An e ist came to town to lead a
meeting. Thie man went to the revival to “do up” the eva
with every argument. The unbeliever advanced. The eva i
answered each question with a “Thus saith the Lord.” Frus.
trated and embarrassed, he left the meeting. The next day, a
friend asked him how he fared in the debate,

He replied, “Not so well. But I did not go up there to
argue with God Almighty.”

IV. HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

Jehovah is & God of Wisdom. His revelation is a Book
of knowledge. God always invites man to come now “and let
us reason together saith the Lord.” (Isaiszh 1:18a) This being
true, the Word of God should be approached with the same
intelligence and thoughtfulness with which one would ap-
proache any book of knowledge.

Here are a few principles of correct study that will make
the Bible more intelligible and meaningful.

1. Determine who is speaking. It may be God or Satan
or Balaam's mule or the fool. It is very important to have a
correct understanding to know who is epeaking the particular
statement. ]

2. To whom is the Word speaking. Is the Word speaking
to the Christian or the alien sinner? The meaning may be
entirely different depending on which it is.

8. Of what does it speak? What is the content—What
goes before and what follows this particular passage? This
simple bit of knowledge will clear up many otherwise difficult
seriptures.

4. When does it speak? Ask, Is this passage written for
those living in the Patriarchal age, or the Mosiac age, or the
Christian age? God has dealt with His people in different
ways under each of these periods. It is important to the
Christian that he follow God's instructions for him today.
This last rule is most important.

¥. THE SACREDNESS OF THE WORD

Since the Bible iz a revelation from God, having been
written by Holy Spirit inspired men, it should be handled
with the utmost reverence. Moses told Israel, “Now therefore
hearken. O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments,
which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go In
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and possesz the land which the Lord God of your fathers
giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word which I command

on, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may
ieep the commandments of the Lord your God which I com-
mand you.” (Deut. 4:12)

A similar idea is in the last admonition in the Bible, “I
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy
of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God shal addl
unto him the plagues which are written in this book: and if
any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the free of life,
and out of the holy city which are written in this book.”
{Revelation 22:18, 19)

Since the Bible is God's Word, man to his own peril adds
to it or takes from it or neglects it. When all men shall stand
before the great white throne this Word will be one of the
Books that will judge them at that time. If we obey God's
Word, it will save us. If we disobey, it will condemn us.
{Colossians 3:16) May we heed the Word of Paul and let
the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. (Colossians 3:18a)

QUESTIONS — THE BIBLE
FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. The word Bible means
2. An oracle is

3. What iz the most important evidence in establishing the
Authorship of a document?

4, The Bible was written over a peried of

yvearson_ continents by some
human writers.

6. John W?SIBE'( thought there were only five sources for the
Bible. List them.
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B —— =il c.
d. [

6. List three (8) blessings the word brings to the heliever.
a.
b.

c.
7. The Word brings what blessings to the loat?
al
b.

c.

8. Give four (4) rules for understanding the Bible.

a.
hv

LD
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Lesson Four

THE CHURCH

L What is the Church?
A. Meaning of the Word——Church.
B. Loeal and general significance of the word.

II. The Beginning of the Church.
A. Predictions of the coming Church.
B. Establishment of the Church or Kingdom.,
C. Evidence from prophecy.

IIIl. The Founder of the Church.
IV. The Foundation of the Chureh,
¥. The Government of the Church.

VYI. Names for the Church.
Lm“ﬁuﬂhﬂi
B. The Church of God.
C. House of God.
D. Temple of God.

L WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

A, Meaning of the word—Church. The word that Jesus
chose to describe His people was an ancient Greek word—
“Eeclesia”. Our word ecclesiastical comes from it, which means
“relating to the Church.” The word originally designated the
regular assembly of the citizens in & free city-state. The citi-
zens were ‘““called out” by the herald to transact the public
business. Hence, the w means “the called out ones,”
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The Church, therefore, is composed of those who have
been called out of sin into righteousness—out of the world
into the Church. Peter expresses this thought in I Peter
2:9, “But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, & people for God's own possession, that ye may show
forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into hiz marvellous Mght” The Christian has been called
through the gospel to come out from the world (I Cor. 6:17,
18) and into Christ for the purpose of tra ing business
for God,

Stephen referred to the children of Israel in the Old
Testament as God’'s ussembly or congregation in the wilder-
ness, (Acts 7:38), Israel too, had been called out of Egypt
to become God’'s chosen people and to do His will. This is a
type of the Lord's Church today.

B. Loeal and general significance of the word. In the
New Testament the term Church had both a local and a
general significance. It referred both to the individual con-
gregation and to the worldwide community of God's people.

In Acts 5:11 it speaks of the Church in Jerusalem. The
term Church in Acts 9:31, however, refers to many cunm
tions when Luke says, “So the Church throughout all
and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified . . ."” Often
Paul would address small groups of Christians meeting in a
home. (Romans 16:3-5; Colossians 4:156; Philemon 2}. Yet
Paul of the Church in its broad comprehensive sense
in I Corinthians 10:32 and 1 Timothy 8:15. Each congrega-
tion was the Church in its community. It was, however, an

al part of the entire fellowship of Christians., Groups
of Christians may be separated b ygeography but still be one
in Christ and His Church. Perhaps Thomas Gam;ilball gave as
good a definition of the Church as anyone, when he said;

The Church of Christ, upon earth is essentially,
intentionally, and constitutionally one; consisting of
all those in every place that profess their faith in
Christ and obedience to Him in all things according
to the Scriptures, and that manifest the same by their
tempers and conduct, and of none else; as none else
can be truly and properly called Christians.?

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH

A. Predictions of the coming Church. The first mention
of the word Church in the Bible is Matthew 16:18. Peter had
confessed Jesus as the Christ and as the Son of God. Jesus

1. Richardsan, Hobert, Mémoira of Alezosider Compbell, {Oindinoati: Standard Pub. Co.
1890, Vel. L), Page 258,
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blessed Peter and said, “Upon this rock I will build my
Church.” By the use of the future tense, Jesus clearly indi-
cates that the Church had not vet been established. Jesus
continues His thought regarding the Church when He says
to Peter, “I wil lgive unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. 16:19),. It is evident from
the use of the term Church in verse 18 and the term “King-
dom of heaven” in verse 19 that these terms are interchange-
able. The terms “Church” and “Kingdom” are also used in a
similar way in Colossians 1:13 where Paul speaks of “the
Kingdom of His dear Son.'"" And then in verse 18, without a
break in thought, describes the same entity az “the body,
the Church.” These terms denote the same body of people.

The establishment of Christ's kingdom or Church had
been mentioned before this discussion with Peter. John the
Baptist announced the coming kingdom when he eried, “Re-
pent ye; for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand”. (Matt. 3:2).
The exfpmmun “at hand” siﬁifieu that it was near. Jesus,
soon afterwards, preached, “Repent ye; for the Kingdom of
heaven ig at hand.” (Matt. 4:17). The Lord told His Apostles
“that there be some of them that stand here, which shall not
taste of death, till they have seen the K.mgd’c-m of God come
with power.” (Mark 9:1). The Kingdom was to be established
with power during the lifetime of the Apostles.

B. The Establishment of the Church or Kingdom. During
Christ's earthly ministry, He did not establish the Church,
After His resurrection, the disciples asked Him, “Lord, doest
thou at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel? (Acts 1:6).
Jesug replied, “It is not for you to know times or seasons,
which the Father hath set within hizs own authority. But
ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” {Acts 1:7, 8). He also commanded them to “tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from
on high.” {(Luke 24:49). The fulfillment of these promises
regarding the Holy Spirit and the establishment of the king-
dom took place on the first Pentecost after Christ's resurrec-
tion. Read Acts 2:1-42. At that time the Apostles were bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit and received the promised power,
Peter preached the first gospel sermon and sbout 3,000
believed in Christ as their Lord and Messiah, repented of sin
and were baptized into Christ. {Acts 2:86-41). These were the
terms of admission inte the Lord's Church. Every reference
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to the Church after the Day of Pentecost shows that it is
already in existence. (cf. Acts 5:11; 8:1). Peter settled the
question as to the beginning of the Church in Acts 11:15
when he speaks of Pentecost as being “the beginning”.

C. Evidence from prophecy. The evidence here presented
from the New Testament as to the beginning of the Church
is confirmed by prophecy. Isaiah, in 2:1-3, predicted that in
the last or latter days, which refers to the Christian age,
that the mountain of the Lord’s house would be established.
It would be great and all nationz would flow into it. Then
he gives this significant prophecy, “For out of Zion shall go
forth the law and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem."

God had given the law of Moses at Mt. Sinai but the
gospel of His son was to go forth from Jerusalem. Jesus
corroborates this prophecy in Luke 24:46, 47 when he says,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and risze
again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all
the nations, beginning from Jeruzalem,”

Christ's church or kingdom was established on the Day
of Pentecost following Christ’s resurrection and ascension.

IIl. THE FOUNDER OF THE CHURCH

The Church iz not a human structure like a political or
gocigl institution. It is a divine organism. It has a divine
founder and a divine head.

_ Jesus had told the Apostles 7 will build my Church.”
It iz His Church. He is the builder. He iz the head of the
Church. (Colossians 1:18). Paul calls it “the church of the
living God." (I Timothy 3:15). The Church is the bride of
Christ which has been saved and sanctified by Him for union
with Himself. (Ephesians 5:25{f). The Church iz also re-
ferred to as the body of Christ. (Ephesians 1:22, 28; 4:12;
Colossians 1:18). Az the body, it is the fulness of Christ,
who Himself fills all in all. (Ephesianz 1:28).

The Church belongs to Christ also because He purchased
it with His own precious blood. Paul instructs the Ephesian
elders “to feed the Church of the Lord which He purchaszed
with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28; cf. I Peter 1:18-19).

I¥. THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH

A divine church with a divine head, needs also a divine
foundation. This it has! When Peter confessed Jesus as the
Messiah and the Son of God, Jesus replied, “upon this rock
I will build my church; and the gates of hadez shall not
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prevail against it."” (Matt. 16:18). Throughout the scripture,
Jesus is referred to as a rock. For example, in Isaiah 28:16
God says, “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a4 precious corner stone of sure foundation. . . .
Peter quotes this in 1 Peter 2:6ff, and applies it to Christ.
Jesus is referred to as the stone which was cast aside by
human builders but God made Him the head of the corner.
{Acts 4:11, 12), Paul settles the guestion of the foundation of
the church when he says, “other foundation can no man lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 8:11),
Christ is the founder of the Church. He is the foundation.

V. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH

Every properly functioning organization or organism
must have some form of government. The church is no excep-
tion. When the church is considered universally, its form of
government is an absolute monarchy. When it is viewed from
the standpoint of a local congregation, it has a limited power
of self-povernment.

a. Jesus Christ is the head and absolute authority of the
Church. “And He put all things in subjection under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all ¢ & to the church.”
{Epheﬁimmul:m' the truth in 1 in all

“But s ing the truth in love, may grow up _
ih:i[%%a into him, who is the head, even Christ.” (Ephesians

“For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also
iz the head of the Church, being Himself the saviour of the
body.” (Ephesians 5:23).

“And He is the head of the body, the Church: who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the pre-eminence.” (Colossians 1:18: ef. 2:10).

{1} As the supreme authority in the Church, Jesus has
all power. “And Jesus came to them and spake unto them,
saying, 'All authority hath been given unto me in heaven
and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18),

{2) As head of the church Christ haa all legislative
power, Christ has the power to enact laws to govern His
Church and its activities. )

He has enacted the following laws and they are in-
corporated in the constitution :

1. Qualification of citizenship. John 14:6: Mark 16:186;
2. Qualifications of officers of the kingdom. I Tim.
2:1-13; Titus 1:5-9;
1. DeWelt, Don, The Church and the Bikle. COLLEGE PRESS, Joplin, Missourl
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Duties of citizens. Matt. 5:3 to 7:27; I Peter 2:21;
Eutlesnfuﬂ”cers IT Tim. 4:2;: I Peter 5:2; Acts 6:1-
Laws of finance. I Cor. 9:1-13; 16:1-2; I Tim. 5:17-

18;

gmgsa of discipline. I Cor. 5:1-18; I Thess. 5:12; I Tim.
Lawa for the reinstatement of the backslider. Acts
8:18-24: 11 Cor. 2:5-11.

Having this power, one can see the full mg'nlf' cance of
Jesus' command to His Apostles when in the great commis-
gion He said to go and teach and baptize, “Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever 1 commanded you. . . .” (Matt.
28:20) Christ's promise to be with the Church depended upon
its obedience to this command.

b. Self-government in the loeal church. Since the church
is composed of human beings, Christ has granted to man
limited powers of self-government.

(1) The nature of this self-povernment. This power is
democratic. The membership of the local church is the final
authority in matters of gelf-government, This is seen in such
references as Acts 6:35: 11:29, 30; I Cor. 18:3.

This' power is exercised I:hrough the elders who are the
rulers and overseers of the people. They are chosen by the
church and lead and rule on behalf of the Church. (ef. I
Peter 5:1-5) (For qualificationz for elders, see I Timothy
3:1-T7 and Titas 1:5-9).

(2) The limitations of this power of self-government.
There are definite limitations placed upon the church in the

area of self-government., The church’s authority to make
mles and decisions are limited to matters of opinion and
&xpediencjr where the seripture has given no definite instrue-
For example: The number of elders or deacons the
ehurch should aeTect what kind of a building does the church
need; etc. These are matters of importance in the work of
the kingdom but there is no “thus saith the Lord” to guide
the church. These are areas that Christ has left to human
judgment. Even in these areas such decisions should be made
in harmnn:.r with the spirit and teaching of Christ. W. L.
35] in his book, Church Polity, makes this observation
on the subject of self-tnwmment
On what occasion and for what purposes are
Christians authorized to vote? .
y are not to vote on questions of faith, piety,
or morality. Truth is not to be settled by a vote, nor
iz any divine institution respecting the worship or
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morality of the Christian Church to be decided by a
majority. These are matters of revelation, of divine
authority, and are to be regulated by a “Thus saith
the Lord," and not by a ‘thus saith the majority.
But in all matters not of faith, piety or morality, in
all matters of expediency, there iz no other way of
deciding but by a vote of the brotherhood.?

¥I. NAMES FOR THE CHURCH

A, The “Church.” This is the most often used designa-
tion for the Church in the New Testament. Sometimes it is
used with the loeation of the church. For example: “The
church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria” (Aects
9:31) or “The Church of the Thessalonians.” (II Thess. 1:1).
The use of this term without any qualifying phrase indicates
the uniqueness of the church. There was nothing else like it
in society. There was only one. Christ built only one. The
church mi{ht be extended over many countries and many
continents but it was still “The Church.” All Christians were
members of this one body. (I Cor. 1:2),

B. The Church of God. The next moszt often used term
was the “Church of God,” or "Churches of God.” (II Cor.
1:1). This name indicatez the planner and originator of the
Church. It also indicates ownership because the Church
belungs to God as well as to Christ.

. House of God. 1 Timothy 3:15. This name presents
the Church ag a family. It reminds us that God dwells in His
Church and He is Father of all. Jesus also dwells with us
and is somewhat like our elder brother, Romans 2:17 reminds
us that ag children of God we are heirs of God and joint-heirs
with Christ. Galatians 8:26,27 reveals how we hecome sons
of God. “For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ
Jesus for as many of vou as were baptized into Christ did
put on Christ."”

D. Temple of God. I Corinthians 3:16, 17. This name
describes the worship feature of the Church. God dwells in
His holy temple the Church and is wurshipped there. Peter
says that Christians “as living stones, are built up a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 2:5). The
Church then is a spiritual temple made up of living stones.
{cf. Ephesians 2 :19522}. God dwells in each believer through
the Holy Spirit which is given to obedient believer.
{Acts 2:38). If the believer is faithful to Christ, the head,

1. DeWelt, Don, The Church ond the Bible. COLLEGE PREBS, Joplin, Missouri.
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then some day he will see Him personally as He i{s. (I John
3:2). In that day God will dwell with His people and be their
God. (Revelation 21:83). This is the grand purpose and goal
for the chureh.
QUESTIONS — THE CHURCH

TRUE - FALSE

— 1. Christ's Kingdom is spiritual rather than temporal.
2. The Church and the Kingdom are different bodies.

3. Isalah foretold that the Kingdom would be estab-
lished in Zion.

4. The term “Church™ always refers to the local
congregation.

5. Faith is the only requirement for admission to
the Lord’s Church.

6. The Kingdom was established at the Passover.
7. The Church was started by John the Baptist.

8. The word “ecclesia” originally referred to an
aszembly of Greek citizens.

8. All Christians are members of Christ's church.

—10. A person can be saved without being a member
of Christ’s Church.

FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. The government of the Churech in its universal sense is an

.: the loeal church however has

s0me

2. In what areas of life does the church lack the authority
to vote or make rules?

3. List two names for the church and give the significance
of each.
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Lesson Five

FAITH

L. The wse of the term “Faith” in the New Testament.
A. Faith—used as a term for Christianity.
B. Faith—deseriptive of the life of the Christian.
C. Faith—uas applied to the alien sinner.

Il. What is Faith?

HI. How do we obtain faith?

A. Christisn faith is produeed in a similar way as any
other faith.

B. Faith results from an acceptance of testimony or
evidenee.

IV. The Relation of faith to ocbedience.
A. The obhedience of faith,
B. Obedience is simply faith in action.

Y. The benefits of faith.

A. Tt is essentinl in order to receive all of God's blessings.
B. Some specific benefits of faith.
1. Secnres salvation for man.
2. Faith pleases God.
3. Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian.
4. Faith lifts onr minds and vision 1o see as God
sees and to think thoughts after Him.




FAITH

I. THE USE OF THE TERM “FAITH” IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT

A. Faith—used ag a term for Christianity., One use of
the term faith is to identify the body of truth in which the
believer trusts or as another term for Christianity. Jude writea
“contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all de-
livered unto the zaints”, (Jude 8, A8V) Galatians 1:23 “He
that once persecuted us now preacheth the faith of which he
once made havoc” Tn Acts 18:8, Luke records that Elymas
withstood Paul and Barnabas “seeking to turn aside the pro-
consul from the faith.” In these passages, as well as many
others that might be cited, the word “Faith” is used in its

sense as a synonym for Christianity. i

B. Faith—deseriptive of the life of the Christian. Romans
1:17 “The righteous shall live by faith”. I Thessalonians 1:3,
Paul writes, “Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith and labor of love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.,” II Corinthians 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by
sight.” In these scriptures it should be noted that the Chris-
tian lives by faith, works by faith, and walks by faith. The
Christian truly lives by faith. ] .

C. Foith—az applied fo the alien sinner. In order to
become & Christian, a sinner must have faith or as it is usually

believe in Jesus, *“He saith unto them, But who say
ve that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art
the Ghﬂﬁﬂm Son of the living God.” (Matt. 16:15, 16) Paul
told the Philippian jailor when he asked the way to salvation:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou
and thy house’” (Acts 16:31, Asv) Jesus and Paul both
commanded faith or belief in Christ as an essential act in
ma Christian. Let us now examine this faith that is
80 1 to one's salvation.

IL. WHAT IS FAITH?

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith iz the substance of thin
hoped for, the evidenee of things not seen.” (EKJV)
author defines faith as the “suobstance” or “guaranty” or
“foundation™ of things hoped for. It is alsc the “evidence”
or “conviction” or “demonstration” of things not geen.

Faith used in an objective sense is the evidence or
glmnty on which the Christian’s hope is founded.

sed in a subjective sense faith is the “assurance” of things
hoped for, and the “comviction” of things not seen. Such
assurance or reliance enables the believer to treat the future
as though it were the present and the invisible as seen. It is
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not complete knowledge which one day we shall have but it
is that firm assurance that keeps one faithful to the end.
Chapter 11 of Hebrews amply shows that troe faith as illus-
trated in Abraham, Moses, Rahab, and others was simply a
reliance upon God whom they believed to be trustworthy.

Another word which perhaps describes the nature of
faith more correctly is the word trust. Faith as used in a
general sense may mean simply an acceptance of certain facts
or principles as being true. For example, one may believe that
George Washington lived but there would be no element of
trust in him as a person. Christian faith not only is uaded
of certain facts concerning Christ, but there is the added
element of trust in Him as Lord and Saviour. The example of
Abraham’'s faith given in Romans 4:20, 21 illustrates thisz
element of trust, “He (Abraham) wavered not through un-
belief, but waxed strong through faith, giving glory to God,
and being fully assured that what he had promised, he was
able also to perform.” Abraham was “strong through faith”
because he was “fully assured” that God would fulfill His
promise and give him a son. He trusted God so completely,
that he believed that if he killed Isaac according to God's
%m?a%%' that God would bring him back to life. (Hebrews

1:17-19).

Robert Richardson states that Alexander Campbell con-

gidered the word

“trust’ or ‘confidence’ to substantially express
the meaning of the term faith. This simple and
comprehensive view was that which Mr. Campbel],
in his subsequent religious history, himself adopted,
and continued to advocate during his entire life.
Amidst his numerous controversies, indeed, he was
often obliged, in contending against the popular
errors upon the subject, to insist upon the absolute
necessity of evidence, and to assert, most truth-
fully, that where there was no evidence, there could
be no faith; yet he ever regarded true faith in Christ
as 1m1:-1nng a willingness to submit to his authority,
and as uuns;mn% in a heartfelt, personal trust in
Him as the Son of God and the appointed Saviour of
mankind.?

. HOW DO WE OBTAIN FAITH?
Many people view anything religious as mysterious. In

fact, the more mysterions it appearz the more it appeals to

i, Eichardson, Robert. Memoire of Alszander Compbell, Vol 1., Standsrd Pubishing
Company, Chncinnatd, Ohle, 1880, $p. 17T, 178,
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some people, There are always some aspepts of faith that

man can not fully understand, but in the main the how in

which faith is produced in man'’s heart is a rational and

iﬁ]%igent process, which brings us to our first thought and
atis:

A. Christian faith is produced in a similar way a8 any
other faith. For example, how is faith in any historical
character produced? It is produced by evidence and testimony
that is convincing to the mind. We believe that George Wash-
ington lived because of the many books written sbout him,
monuments built to him, and other evidence that he lived.
How may one be led to believe in or trust a doctor? Evi-
dently he must have received testimony and evidence to
generate such faith and confidence.

Faith in Christ is produced in a similar fashion. The
Chriztian acce as true the abundant evidence in the
Bible that Christ lived and is the Messiah and Son of God
as He claimed to be. God appeals to the mind of man in a
sensible and intelligent manner. .

B. Faith from an acceptance of testimony or evi-
dence. The scriptures very clearly indicate that faith is pro-
duced by the acceptance of evidence concerning Christ.

“For if ye believe Moses, ye would believe me; for he
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe my words ™’ (John 5 :48, 47)

“Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book: bui these
are written, that ye moy believe that Jesus iz the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name.”
{John 20:30-21)

“And when there had been much gquestioning, Peter rose
up, and said unto them, Brethren, ye know that a good while
ago God made choice among vou, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe™
{Acta 15:7)

These passages make it perfectly clear that Christian
faith, like all other faith, must rest on testimony. Paul in
Romans 10:16, 17 makes it crystal clear how faith is pro-
duced. “But they have not all obeyed the goespel. For Esaias
gaith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” That
faith is a result of testimony, iz proven both by the voice of
reason and the voice of inspiration.

D. 1. Moody is reported as sayving that in his early life
as a minister, he prayed often that God would give him faith.
One day he was reading Romans 10:17, “Faith cometh by
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hearing . . . the Word of God.” Suddenly it dawned upon him
that he had been seeking faith in the wrong way. He now
realized that God had told him how to obtain faith.
Mr. Moody began to search word of God diligently, read-
ing God's gracious promises, and striving to accept them.
As he read what God had done for Abraham, Moses, David,
and others, his confidence in God increased. He concluded
that God was the same God now as then. The more he read
and filled his mind with the evidence of God's faithfulness, the
greater his confidence grew in the promises of God. Thus his
faith was increased in complete accord with the way God had
promised that it should be.

IV. THE RELATION OF FAITH TO OBEDIENCE

Many times people are confused about the exact relation
of faith and obedience. Some feel that there is a conflict
between the two. However, a more careful study of the
scriptures will indicate that instead of faith and obedience
bam two separate actions, they are really two parts of one
W,

A, The obedience of faith. Paul frequently uses the
expression “the obedience of faith”. Speaking of Christ in
Romang 1:5, Paul says: “By whom we have received grace
and apoa‘t.lesi'l.ip, for obedience to the faith among all nations
for his name,” (cf. Romans 16:26) Acts 6:7 says, “And a
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”
(A8v) What is meant by “the obedience of faith”? The
obedience of faith is the obedience which faith produces, or
which springs out of faith. Paul is asserting that the gospel
gﬁbe preached to bring about ohedience that is produced by

1. Two kinds of obedience. There are at least two kinds
of obedience in the world. One is an obedience produced by
divine faith. The other comes from human reason. One kind
of obedience is from God. The other is of man, Man may act
from a number of influences or motives. The principle that
influences man to act is important. To illustrate, a man may
be honest in business because it pays. He may not know or
eare that God expects him to be honest. He does it because it
is good business practice. This would be obedience because
of human reason.

Christian obedience may appeal to man’s reason but
generally does not. There is a reason for this. God desires to
know whether we obey Him because of faith and love or
whether we obey for some other motive. In all ages God has
chosen certain acts which clearly demonstrate man's faith in
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God. For example, as far az Eve could see, here was no good
reason ‘why she should not eat the forbidden fruit. It was
good for food, it was pleasant to the eyes, and it was desirable
to make her wise, Therefore, the only motive for not eating
was that God had said not to eat it, ent gshe ate the fruit it
was a clear case of disobedience.

Today, God has required a similar act of obedience to
test our faith. This is the act of Christian baptism. Many
people will say, well, T do not see any connection between the
act of baptism and my acceptance with God. From a rational
standpoint, this is true. There is no way by human reason to
explain how baptism is a part of one becoming a Christien,
except that Christ says so. Mark 16:16, Jesus says, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” Peter in Acts 2:38
told the 3,000 “repent, and be baptized every one of vou in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, anhlgnfe
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” When one submits
to the act of am he does go for the one reason that Christ
has commanded it. This is a test of his faith in Christ. It is
a test of his love for Christ. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep
Ej' commandments.” (In. 14:15) It is a test of his obedience

B. Obedience is simply faith in aetion. This is what
James meant when he said that faith, if it is not expressed
in obedience or action, is not true faith. Even the demons
believe that Jesus is, but their faith never results in obed-
ience. (James 2:14-26) He reminds us that Abraham proved
his faith when through obedience he offered Isaac. Obedience
iz not something a man does in addition or apart from his
faith, but rather it is his faith in action. A man does not
have true faith unless it does lead him to obedience. Proper
onderstanding of this will also settle any gquestion as to
whether a man is saved by faith alone or by obedience alone.
He is saved by both. To illustrate, the question could be asked,
“Which blade of the scissors does the eutting of the ecloth?”
The truth is that it takes both blades. In order to obtain
salvation, we must use both the blade of faith and the blade
of obedience. They can not be separated.

V. THE BENEFITS OF FAITH

) The importance of faith can not be exaggerated, since it
is the highest principle in the Christian life.

A. It is essential in order to receive all of God's blessings.
In all ages, God has saved man and blessed him on the prin-
viple of faith. Ephesians 2:8 says, “By grace have ye been
saved through faith." CGrace iz the one word that summarizes
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the ﬁat prineiple upon which God blesses man. It is because
:;f _ 'sthlu;e u;ﬁld mercy 'Ii':hh:t He exte%tﬁ! all of His Egeﬁdi:
man grace. one possible receptive attitu
that enables man to receive the blessings of God, iz faith. It
is the that opens the door to the treasure chest of heaven.

B, Some specific benefits of faith are:

1. It secures salvation for man., Peter speaking of the
conversion of the Gentiles says, “He (God) made no distinc-
tion between us and them, ing their hearta by faith.”
(Acts 15:9) In Acts 10:43 Peter says, “To him (Jesus) bear
all the prophets witness, that through his name everyone that
believeth on Him shall receive remission of sins.” Faith is the
response of man to the extended salvation of God.

As stated before, when the secriptures speak of heins
saved by faith, it is understood that that faith is expressen
in obedience. As proof, Peter in his first epistle, chapter 1,
verse 22 mays, “seeing ye have purified your souls in your
obedience to the truth unto unfeigmed love of the brethren.”
{cf. Romans 6:17, 18)

2. Faith pleases God. Hebrews 11:6 (Asv), “And with-
out faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he ia &
rewarder of them that seek after him.” Perhaps the greatest
insult that man gives to God, iz to doubt His word. Jesus
rebuked His disciples for this weakness more often than
for any other fault, To refuse or fail to trust the promises
of God, iz an insult. to His love, His grace, and His power to
bless man. The Hebrew writer says it is “impossible” to
please God without faith.

3. Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian.
Jesus told His sorrowing Apostles, when He was sbout to
leave them, “Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God,
believe also in Me." (John 14:1) Comfort for their sorrowing
and fearful hearts would be found in a genuine faith in Christ
and God.

Jesus gives the solution for all fear and worry in Matt,
6:25-34. In simple terms, the solution is a child-like trust in
the goodness, love, and power of God. Elizabeth Cheney has
summarized this thought in her poem.

OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD

Said the Robin to the Sparrow,
“1 should really like to know

Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and worry so.’
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Said the Sparrow to the Robin,
“Friend, I think that it must be

That they have no heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.”

4, Faith not only brings the above benefits but it also
lifts our minds and vision to see as God sees and to think
God’z thoughta after Him. Ely V. Zollars states this most
eloguently.

It should be noted, in this connection, that faith
in its various uses covers a large field. It unlocks
the door of the past and pulls aside the curtain of
the future. The knowledge therefore, that it gives us
is much wider than that which comes through the
physical sense, and herein man iz lifted infinitely
above the plane of the animal. If we were confined
in our knowledge to the evidence furnished by these
senses, our field would be very much circumscribed.
The natural eye and ear can know but a small world.
Aided by the microscope and telescope we may have
a larger world, but still it is very limited, but by the
eve of faith, we can lay hold of that which we have
never seen, and can never see with the eve of sense,
and thus dwell amidst the beauties that never fade.™

QUESTIONS — FAITH
TRUE - FALSE
1. In Hebrews 11:1 faith is defined as “the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.”
2. Faith comes by a direct revelation from heaven.

8, The New Testament teaches degrees of faith. (See
Matt. 8:26; 16:28)

4. Demons have no faith in Christ,
5. It is good to have faith but it is not a necessity.

6. Baptism is a good work a Christian does.

I, Eollars, Ely V. The Great Sclestion. (Cinclnnati: The Standard Publishing Company).
page $5-.
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—_ 7. Baptiam is an act of obedience expressing faith
in Christ.

FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. The term faith is used in what three ways?

&.

b.

C.

2, Alexander Campbell considered that the worda

or clearly express the meaning
of the word faith.

8. A person may obey for two motives, What are they?
a.
b.

c.

4. List three benefits of faith.

a.

b.

C.
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Lesson Six

REPENTANCE

L. What is repentance?
A. Definition of Repentance.
B. Repentance illustrated.

II. What repentance is not.
A. Repentance should not be confounded with sorrow.
B. Repentance is also distinet from reformation.
C. Repentance should not be confused with fear.

M. Motives which lead to repentance.
A. The goodness or love of God.
B. Sorrow for sin.

C. Fear of judgment.

IV. Restitution and its relationship to repentance.

V. The necessity of repentanee.
A. Repentance, necessary to the alien sinner.
B. Repentance is also essential for the Christian.

¥1. Some hindrances to repentanee.
A. The natural pride of the heart, hinders repentance.

B. The influence of sinful corrupt desires is another
hindrance.

C. Procrastination is one of the greatest hindrances to
repeniance.
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The call to mp-antance appears early in the Bible. Peter
calls Noagh “a preacher of righteousness (II Peter 2:5).
Though not directly stated, Noah surely preached repentance
Eo ouﬂél& people of his day in an effort to save them from the

The prophets were continually pleading with Israel to
repent of their sing and turn to God (Joel 2:12.14; Ezekiel
33:11). John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderneas
of Judea “Repent ve: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
{h[atthew 3 2} When Jesus began His earthly ministry, He
came into Galilee preaching the Gospel of God and saying,
“The time iz fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
Repent ve, and believe the gospel”. (Mark 1:15)

The m of God is the same in the Christian age.
On Pentecost the apostle Peter commanded the people to
repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus in order to
receive the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 2:38)

In Jesus' message to the seven churches of Asia (Revela-
tion 2 and 8), he stressed the doctrine of repentance. Eight
times in these two chapters, he uses the words nt or
repentance, Repentance wag a prime need in Bible times. It
iz even more needful today for those inside as well as outside
the Chureh of our Lord.

I. WHAT REPENTANCE?

A. Definition of Repentanecs. The Greek word translated
repentance in the New Testament is “Metanoia”, This term
means “to have another mind” or “To change the mind.”
The person who repents changes his mind with regnrd to
gin. It is equwalent to the Old Testnm-ent word ‘tum
er's definition of “Metanoia” is: “To change one's mind for
the better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past
sins.” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, p. 405.)

Professor J. W. MceGarvey defined repentance as: “Re-
pentance iz a change of will {or mind) caused by a sorrow
for =in and leading to & reformation of life.” (Commentary
on Acts, page 61).

In these definitiona should be noted these three sterga
(a) Repentance is a change of the mind or will; (b) this
change is produced by a sorrow for sins; (¢) and leads to a
chauge in conduct and life.

B. Repentance illustrated. True repentance is illustrated
in the Corinthian church as seen in II Corinthians 7. Paul
had rebuked thom sevaraly for their asins in the I Corinthion
letter. He later wrote in IT Corinthians 7:8-9 that he rejoiced,
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not that they were made sorry by hizs admonishing but rather
"tlg_'lat gd] were made sorry unto repentar{me.”leF{ie ctzntinnes.
“For ¥ sorrow worketh repentance (or leads repen=
tance) unto salvation. . . .” Godly sorrow had preceded and
led to their repentance or change of mind. Salvation had
followed and was a result of their repentance.

The story of the prodigal son or lost boy in Luke 15 is
a good illustration of repentance. The young man's sin is seen
in his jm]lful re{gcd‘tiun of his Father’s authority and home.
This willfulness him into a far country. Here he “wasted
hig substance with riotous living™ (Luke 15:18). We see the
depth of his sin when through lack of money, friends, and
food, he stooped to the position of feeding swine.

His repentance began when he came to the true realiza-
tion of his position. Jesus said ‘““when he came to himself”
(Luke 15:17). This would indicate that a man in ain iz out
of his mind! He is not thinking clearly. The young man
realized that he had made a mess of his life and that he was
lower than the lowest servant in his father's house. This
brought him to the first step toward repentance, that is a
gorrow for sin. The sorrow for sin led to new resolutions. He
said “I will arise and go to my father” (Luke 15:18). He had
changed his mind about sin. He now had rejected it and was
sorry for it and realized the awful price he paid for the
pleasure of sinning for a season. He changed his mind about
his father and the father’s house. This is the second phase
toward repentance,

In order for his repentance to be complete, however,
there must be a “change” and “reformation” of life. The
young man could have sat there in the hog pen for the rest of
his life with his sorrow and his new resolution and never
truly repented. His repentanee was complete, when Jesus
says “and he arose and came to his father” (Luke 15:20).

Here we gee illustrated in this story the three elements of
repentance: a change of mind caused by a sorrow for sin
which in turn led to & reformation of life.

II. WHAT REPENTANCE IS NOT

Having seen by definition and illustration what repen-
tance is, we now turn to the nepative side to further under-
stand ntance by showing what it is not. .

A. Repentance ghould not he confounded with sorrow.
Paul clearly states, “Thal godly sorrow worketh repentance
to galvation. . . ." (II Cor. 7:10). Again he sayzs “Now 1
rejoice, not that ye wera made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance” (II Cor. 7:9). A sorrow for sin is a definite
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antecedent or motive that leads to repentance, but it in itself
is not repentance. They are related like cause and effect. The
effect is the change of mind, the cause is the sorrow for sin.
One may be sorry for the consequences of sin without being
sorry for the sin itself. Most prisoners are sorry for their
gins—sorry they were caught! Only when one is genuinely
sorry for the sin itself, regardless of the consequences, will
this sorrow lead to a forsaking of the ain.

B. Repentanece i also distinet from reformation, In
Matthew 3:8, John told the Pharisees “Bring forth therefore
fruit worthy of repentance.” He was callimun them to show
by their changed life and righteous d i they had truly
repented. This reformation of life iz a result of repentance,
not the repentance itself. It would be possible for a man to
reform or even quit doing some evil things, without repenting
of them. A man may quit drinking to keep from dying without
truly repenting of the sin of drunkenness. Circumstances may
lead a man to change his actions when there has been no true
change of mind in respect to the sinful life, Reformation then,
ia the fruit of repentance.

C. Repeniance should not be confused with fear. It is
true that fear of judgment is one motive that. leads to re-
pentance. Fear alone, however, is not repentance.

When Paul preached to Felix, in Acts 24:25, he reasoned
of righteousness and self-contro] and the judgment to come,
When Felix heard Paunl describe righteousn which he,
Felix, did not have, self-control, which he did not exercise,
and the judgment, for which he was not prepared, he was
terrified. He answered, “Go thy way for this time; and when
I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto me” (Acts
24:25). After Paul had left, and his fear had subsided, Felix
gave no evidence of a change of mind or a reformation of life.
Many men thinking they were dying have fearfully and tear-
fully claimed to have repented, but upon recovery, very few
ever exhibit a life that would indicate they had repented. Fear
is not repentance.

HI. MOTIVES WHICH LEAD TO REPENTANCE

The scriptures teach that there are certain motives,
“activating forces,” that move a person to repentance, The
first and perhaps the most important motive that leads a per-
sontor tance ja:

A. The goodness or love of God. Paul writes in Romans
2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and for-
bearanes and longsuffering, not knowi that the goodness
of God leadeth thee to repentance? J reminds us in I
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John 4:19 “We love him, because he first loved us." The
greatest motivating power in the world iz love. It was love
that sent Jesus to earth to make possible man's salvation.
When a man fully understands the love of God and of Christ,
that was demonstrated at Calvary, this becomes the moving
force to bring him to repentance.

B. Sorrow for sin. We learn from II Cor. T7:10 “For
godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, a repentance
which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh
death.” a man realizes how sin hurts God, his loved
ones, and friends; when he recognizes what sin does to him—
he's sorry! This leads him to repent.

Paul reminds us alzo in this seripture, that there are two
kinds of sorrow: one godly, and the other worldly. The former
brings salvation but the latter brings death.

'eter and Judas illustrate these two kinds of sorrow.
Both men had sinned against their Master. When Peter fully
realized his sin by the look of the Master and the crowing
of the cock, the Bible says “He went out, and wept bitterly™
{Matt. 26:75). However, on the resurrection morning, Peter
was the first Apostle to enter the empty tomb. For the rest
of hig life, he continued to follow the of the Master.
His change of mind was genuine because it lead to a change
in his life. He came humbly back to the Master. There Christ
forgave him and sent him out to preach.

Judas betrayed the Master. However, by morning, he
realized the gravity of his action. The Bible says that he
repented hjn]uelf and brought back the 80 pieces of silver to
the chief priests and said, “I have sinned in that I betrayed
innocent blood.” (Matt. 27:4). We can see from this that
Judas had changed his mind. Tt would certainly indicate a
sorrow for his sin, His repentance, though, was not genuine.
The word for the repentance of Judas iz not “Metanoiag”. Tt
is another Greek word, “Metamelomai,” which signifies a
feeling of concern or regret. This feeling of regret may result
in repentance or it may degenerate into mere remorse. Judas
was sorry for what was happening to the Master. He evi-
dently had not planned for Him to be condemned. He was
sorry that his plans had gone awry. He does not seem to have
been sorry for the sin itself, because he did not return to the
Master to obtain forgiveness and salvation, but ke obtained
a rope and hanged himself.

Peter had a godly sorrow for sin. It brought him salva-
tion. Judas' sorrow was a worldly sort that led to death.

C. Fear of judgment. When Paul addressed the philoso-
phers on Mars Hill in Athens, he reminded them that before
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Christ came, God had overlooked their ignorance, but now that
Christ had come and salvation was available to all men, he
said that God “Commandeth all men every where to repent”
{Acts 17:30, KJ). The motive that he gives to move them to
repentance is the prospect of the judgment of God. He said,
“Inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge
the world in righteousness by the man whom he hath or-
dained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:81). The
fear of judgment iz not really the highest motive for re-
pentance but sometimes it is very effecive. Often the heart
becomes a0 encrusted with sin that it takes the heavy artillery
of God’s judgment to blast it away so that the love of God
may reach the heart.

It is likely in most cases that God uses all three motives
to bring man to repentance.

IV. RESTITUTION AND ITS RELATIONSHIP
TO REPENTANCE

Restitution is the act of making amends for the wrongs
one has done. The Bible indicates that once a man has re-
pented that he should try to correct or amend as far as
humanly possible the wrong he has done.

John told the Pharisees, who came to hear him preach
to "bmngh;?lorﬂl therefore fruit worthy of repentance™ (Matt.
3:8). John insisted that there must be some evidence or
“fruit” that would indicate a change in thinking and action.
{See Acts 26:20)

Zacchaeus understood this principle of restitution. After
his encounter with the Master, he said “Behold, Lord, the
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wrongfully
exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold” (Luke 19:8).
When Jesus heard this and saw the evidence of repentance
he said *Today is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as
he also is & son of Abraham"” (Luke 19:9).

years ago & men lived in home community, who
was prone to petty larceny. He would pick up & neighbors
shovel or rake, or a window pane that he needed. He stole
nothing major, but he was guilty of atealing.

a revival he yielded his life to the Lord. The
scoffing unbelievers in the community made great sport of
his actions next day. They gleefully told how that he spent
most of the day carrying back hoes, shovels, window panes,
etc., to his neighbors. They thought this to be very funny. It
should be noted, however, that no one questioned the Tepen-
tance of the new convert. One shovel carried back, in an effort

52




REPENTANCE

to amend one's past sins would be more elogquent testimony to
the genuineness of his repentance than a dozen sermons would.

Y. THE NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE

When Jesus gave the Great Commission, He said that
“repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His
name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (Luke
24:47). Jesus told the Jews “Except ye repent, ye shall all in
like manner perish” (Luke 13:3). Paul informed the philoso-
Pl:wrs of Athens that God at one time had overlooked their
tﬁuranc.e and idolatry, “but now he commandeth all men

t they should all everywhere repent” (Acts 17:30). Re-
pentance is so important that it is one of the primary acts
which stands between man and destruction. One of the reasons
for God's long suﬂerinﬁ and patience with man is that He is
not willing that any should perish, but that all repent and
be saved. Peter 8:9).

A. Repentance, Necessory to the alien sinner. The great
purpose of the Gospel is to save man from sin, but before it
will save him, his heart must be purified from sin. Acts 2:38
tells us that this is accomplished when individuals responding
from faith, repent and forsake sin and are baptized into
Christ. God has only promised to forgive man when he is
willing to repent and forsake his gins. Before an alien sinner
can c¢laim the promise of galvation he must, through faith,
repent and obey the Gospel. Peter confirms this in I Peter
1:22, where he states that souls are purified through “obed-
ience to the truth.”

B. FRepentance is also cssential for the Christion. What
does a Christian do to obtain forgiveness of sin after he has
come intn Christ? Peter answers this question in the Bth
chapter of Acts. Simon had believed in Christ and had been
haptized into Christ. However, temptation became too strong
for him and he sinned. After rebuking him severely, for his
sin, Peter tells him how to obtain forgiveness. He said, “Re-
pent, therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if
perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee"
(Acts 8:22), Two steps then are neceszary: repentance and a
prayer for forgiveness. It is evident that to pray without
repentance would be a useless exercise. But prayer, coupled
with repentance will zave from sin.

V1. SOME HINDRANCES TO REPENTANCE

A, The natural pride of the heart, hinders repentance.
Stephen severely rebuked the Sanhedrin just before they
stoned him by saying, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in
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heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Spirit: as your
fathers did, so Xu ye” (Acts 7:51). Man is naturally proud.
It is difficult for any man to acknowledge that he has
sinned or done wrong. Pride prompts one to cling to things
that are wrong rather than admitting his sin and weakness.
It takes true moral heroism to humbly admit wrongs and
forsake them. Humility is truly a priceless virtue! Jesus said,
“Except ye turn and become as little chlidren, ye shall in no
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:8). It
took considerable humility for the prodigal to “swallow his
pride”, go back home, and admit to his father and his older
brother, that he had sinned. Many will be lost in eternity
because pride hindered their repentance. .

B. The influence of sinful corrupt desires is another
hindranee,

The necessary consequence of repentance, involy-

ing the giving up of sensual gratifications, appetites,

sordid pleasures, lust, gross formsz of sin, all must

be subdued or given up. Here is a surrender many

can not make. The drunkard may weep over his sin,

yet his burning appetite keeps him from the deliber-

ate purpose to abandon hiz habits of dissipation.

Sorrow suggests repentance, but appetite makes &

pn:l's:;tt:ful counter appeal, and the man hesitates and

m I

C. Procrastination iz one of the greatest hindrances to
repentance, Many people come to the end of life with out
repentance not because they intended to but, like Felix, were
always looking for a convenient season. The scriptures cry
out against this, as they remind us that today is the day of
salvation. Heaven is too wonderful, hell is too awful, and
eternity is too long to put off repentance.

QUESTIONS - REPENTANCE
FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. Write McGarvey's defiition of Repentance.
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2. Sorrow is to Repentance what is to

B. __ ig the fruit or result of repentance.
4, List Three (8) hindrancea to repentance,
a.

b.

e.

5. Paul lists two (2) kinds of sorrow in II Corinthians 7:10.
They are: and

6. Peter stateg that a Christian is to and

in order to receive forgiveness. (Acts

8:22)

TRUE - FALSE

1. A good definition for repentance is “a sorrow
for sin."”

2. Restitution means to make amends for one's
Wrongs.

8. In the Bible, love of God is the only motive for
repentance.

4. Humility is not needed in order to repent.

—— 5. Jeremiah indicates that repentance was the chief
message of the prophets. (Jeremiah 25:4, 5)
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Lesson Seven

BAPTISM

I. The anthority for baptism.

II. The method or action of baptism

A. Plain statements of Seripture
1. Water
2. Much water
3. Going to the water
4. Going down into the water
5. Coming up ont of the water
B. The symhbolism of baptism
1. Baptisin is a picture of a burial and a resurrection
2. Baptism, a picture of a birth
C. The meaning of the Greek word.

OI. The person to be baptized
A. A person must be a beliver in Christ

B. A person is not only to be a believer but he should
be a penitent believer.

C. Thongh not specifically commanded, there seems to
have been a lic confession of Christ preceding
baptism in the Testament.

IV. The Proper purpose for baptism
A. In order to be saved
B. For the remission of sins
C. For washing away of sin
D. Baptism into Christ
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Jesus said, “For what is & man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own 2oul? or what shall 2 man
give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt. 16:26). Any subject
that relates to the salvation of one’s soul is an important sub-
jeet, and needs careful study. Since Jesus said, “He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved,” (Mark 16:16) baptism
in water is such a subject.

Jesus considered baptism important enough to walk some
60 to 70 miles from Nazareth to be baptized by John in the
Jordan River to set us an example. In eight ¢lear examples
of conversion in the book of Acts, baptism is specifically men-
tioned. Certainly our Lord and the Apostles believed this to
be a vital part of obedience, We must consider it significant

also.

Our aim in this lesson is to study the teaching of the
New Testament concerning baptism. We will try to answer
these questions: (1) Who commanded the act of baptism?
(2) t is the method or action of haptism? (3) Who is to
be baptized? (4) What is the purpose of baptism?

I. THE AUTHORITY FOR BAPTISM

One way of determining the importance of any act or
doctrine, is by the source of authority for it. After Jesus'
resurrection, He gave the Apostles the Great Commission.
He said, “Go ye therefore and make disciples of (or teach)
all the nah-:ma. baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19, 20). The
command came from the Lord Jesus and was to 'i:ue done in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The expression, "m the name of . . ." usually means
‘by the authority of. .. .” When a pﬂhceman arrests a
criminal “In the name of the law” he mea.na “by the anthority
of the law.” The act of baptism was authorized by the heavenly
Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. There can be no
higher authority than this.

In Acts 2:38, Peter commanded baptism “in the name
of Jesus Christ.” Since God has delegated all authority to
Jesus, during this age (Matt. 28:18), it would not be neces-
sary to repeat each time, the name of the Father, and the
Holy Spirit, because to do it in the name of Jesus would be
doing it by the authority of all three.

N. THE METHOD OR ACTION OF BAPTISM

In this preaent time, there has been much discussion re-
the proper form or action of bapfism. What is done,
physically speaking, when vne is baptized? This question can
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be easily answered by the New Testament. We shall use three
lines of evidence in determining the action of baptism.

A. Plain statements of Scripture, The Bible was written
g0 that ordinary Eeu_Fle could understand it. God desires that
everyone be saved. The things that a man needs to do to be
saved are written in simple language. Let us examine the
Scriptures to see what baptism is. :

The Bible teaches that the act of baptism requires:

1. Water, (Acts 10:46f, 47). “Then Peter answered, Can
any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized?”
Matthew 3:18 records that Jesus came to the Jordan river to
l;h:. baptized by John, Water then is essential to the act of

2. Much water. (John 3:23). “And John slso was baptiz-
ing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water
there: and they came, and were baptized.” It does not say
John was preaching there because there was “much water”,
but rather he was bapfizing there because there was “much
water.” Baptism then requires much water.

8. Going to the water, Invariably the person to be bap-
tized in the New Testament went to the water. It never
mentions water bai:;:gxbrought to the candidate. It is recorded
of John's baptism, that they “went out unto him, Jerusalem,
and all Judea, and all the regions round about the Jordan;
and they were baptized of him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.” (Matt. 3:5, 6, cf. Acts 8:36).

4, Going down into the water. The Bible teaches that
people not only went to the water but they went down into it
In Acts 8:38 it says concerning Philip and the Eunuch, “And
they both went down into the water, both Philip and the
Eunuch; and he baptized him.” This was an act requiring
both the person being baptized and the person doing the
baptizing to be in the water,

5. Coming up out of the water, Mark states that after
Jesus was baptized, when He was “coming up out of the
water, he 3aw the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a
dove descending upon him” (Mark 1:10). Luke writes, in
Acts 8:39 “And when they (Philip and the Eunuch) came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip; and the Eunuch saw him no more, for he went on
his way rejoicing.”
~ From the New Testament one would conclude that bap-
tiam was an act that took much water, the candidate went
to the water, went down into it, along with the administrator
and then came up out of it. All these requirements would be
uscless if the act-of baptism required only 8 [ew drops of
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water placed on the candidate’s head. The act of immersion,
however, requires all these conditions. The Scriptures then
definitely point toward immersion in water as being New
Testament baptism, .

B. The symbolism of baptism. Since man lives in a physi-
cal world, God has given physical acts or ordinances to teach
him spiritual truth. This is true of baptism. Baptism is not
just a physical act, It is an act filled with spiritual meaning.

1. Baptism is a picture of a burial and a resurrection.
In Romans 6:1-5, we read of this great spiritual meaning.

Baptism is actually a drama which portrays two ifi-
cant acts. Paul says “all we who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried there-
fore with Him through Baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raized from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.” (Romans
6:3, 4). The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ for the
ging of man is the greatest event in all history. God desired
that man should never forget this, therefore he gave the act
of ba . Whenever one sees the act of baptism, he should
gee firat of all Christ dying on the cross, being buried in
Joseph’s tomb, and being raised again on the third day.
This reminds the Christian contantly that Jesus loved him
and gave His life for him. : .

A second picture that one sees in baptiam is that of the
individual who has died to sin through faith and repentance,
being now buried in the watervy grave of baptiem. The old
man of gin having been crucified, is now buried and separated
from the penitent believer. Baptism is the burial ceremony
for the old man of sin—this person is baptized into Christ, he
is joined to Him, united with Him, then, he iz raised 3 new
man in Christ, to walk in a “newness" or new way of life,

No action, e immersion, carries all this rich sym-
bolic meaning. Ba is intended to glorify Christ by
constantly reminding us of His sacrifice and resurrection.
To change baptism from immersion, not unéz; departs from the
plain teaching of the seripture but robs Christ of the honor
which is due Him,

Profesaor J. W. McGarvey, writing concerning this, said:

When I was in Palestine, if T could have found
beyond ail doubt the very sepulchre of Joseph, in
which the Saviour was laid away, where he lay so
still until the resurrection morning, I would have
prized the sight of it above all that T saw. 1 would
have been glad to go in and to stretch myself on
the same bare rock floor, to have some friend roll
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a stone to the mouth of it, that I might realize by
imagination my Saviour's burial. We can not do that;
WE gre not permitted to do it; but in this ordinance
hftinm we are allowed to do the next thing to

d down in a watery grave in obedience to His
mmnmand, we allow the water to close above our
heads, and then, as tho we were dead, we are
lifted by the strong arm of the servant of God out of
that cold grave and we start to walk in a new life as
He started to walk in a new one when he arose from
the dead. (Cowden—Christian Worship, pp. 220-21)

2 PBaptizsm, a picture of a birth. Jesus, in John 3:5, told
Nicodemus, “Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he
can not enter into the kingdom of God.” The scriptures teach
that a Christian is & new creature. “Wherefore if any man
is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed
away; behold, they are become new.” (II Cor. 5:17). The
act of Baphum ﬁaphmal econveys this meaning. Paul refers
to baptism as hing of regeneration,” or “cleansing
{bath) of the new birth” (Titus 3:5, Amplified).

The Christian iz begotten or conceived by the Spirit
through the Word of God, and is born of water. In the act
of immersion this picture of a birth is quite clear.

C. The meaning of the Greek word, The Greek
which is the original language of the New Testamen was
very precize and accurate. A word was seldom used to convey
more than one meaning. This is true in the case of the word
that is translated baptism. The Greek is “baptizo”. It means
“to dip, immerse or plunge.” This is not denied by any serious
student of the word.

If Jesus had wanted to say pour, He would have nsed
the word “ekcheo.” It meant to “pour out.” Had Jesus desired
to say sprinkle, He would have used the word “rantizo,”
which means *“to sprinkle.” It is evident that Jesus meant to
command immersion because without exception He and the
Apostles used the word “baptizo,” which means “immerse.”

From our study we have found that the plain statements
of scripture, regarding the act of baptism, the symbolism
embodied in the act and the Greek word, which Christ used,
all indicate that baptism is an immersion in water,

OI. THE PERSON TO BE BAPTIZED

The next question to be considered is, who is the proper
subject for baptam? What kind of person is to be baptized?
Not every person is to be baptized. There are certain
pre-requisites to the act of baptism.
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A. A Person must be a believer in Christ. Jesus said,
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark
16:16). In Acts 18:8 we read, “And many of the Corinthians
hearing believed, and were baptized.” There is no command-
ment to baptize those who are too young to believe or who
are not capable of believing. The Scripture further teaches
that those to be baptized must be teachable. In the Great Com-
mission, Jesuz said, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations,

baptizing them. . . ." (Matt. 28:19). The New Testament
teaches that a person must be a believer in Christ before
he can be baptized.

B. A person iz not only to be a believer but he should
be a penitent believer. Repentance is also required before
baptism. Peter told the 3,000 on Pentecost, who through faith
asked him what they must do to be saved, “Repent ve and be
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto
the remission of your sins. . . ."” (Aects 2:28), The one who
has not sinned has nothing of which to repent and is there-
fore not to be baptized. Neither is one who has sinned and will
not repent a per subject for baptism. Romans 6 teaches
that baptism is a burial in water of one who has died to sin.
It ia evident that before one can be seripturally baptized, he
must have, through faith in Christ, and relpantame from sin,
died to %befure he is to be buried with his Lord in baptiam.
The candidate for baptism must have repented of his sins.

C. Though not specifically commanded, there seems to
have been a public confession of Christ preceding baptism in
the New Testament. This is indieated in the case of the
Eunuch in Acts 8:37. Paul seems to imuly this in Romans
10:10 when he says, “For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”

The New Testament teaches that the person to be bap-
tized is to be a penitent believer in Christ as the Son of God.

IV. THE PROPER PURPOSE FOR BAPTISM

The next logical question is, why should one be baptized?
Of what value is it to the believer? In order to answer this,
we need to find out what purpose Jesus gave to it. Different
religious groups teach widely varying opinions regarding the
purpose of baptism. One group says that baptism has nothing
to do with a person’s salvation. After he is saved he is bap-
tized becanse he i3 saved. They teach that it is wutter
irony to baptize a person in order that he may be saved—in
other words, before he ls saved. Another group teaches that
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baptism alone, if administered by the proper person, will
save an individual.

It iz evidemt that both views can not be correct. It is
posgible that neither are. Christ g':we the commandment for
baptism. He alone is qualified to state the

Jesus and the Apostles command pham for these
Teagons ;

A. In order to be saved. Mark 16:16, “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved: but he that disbelieveth shall
be condemned.” Jesus says that one is to be baptized in order
to be saved. Peter repeats this thought when he tells how
Noah and his family were saved during the flood by water.
He continues, “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth

now save u8 (not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 3:21, KJ).

B. For the remisgion of sins. When the 3,000 on Pente-
cost asked what they d do to be saved, Peter seeing
their faith in Christ replied, *“. Repent ye, and be bap-
ﬁx&damyunenfynumthenamenfkansmuiatuntnﬂ:e
remiggion of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.”

Peter was an Apostle. A few hours before this Christ
had sent from heaven the Holy Spirit to guide him. When he
gmmeameinmﬂmhemspeakmgmanmw

postle and as God's spokesman, revealing to
requirements for salvation.

Jesus had also told Peter that He would give to him the
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: “And whatsoever thou shalt
hlndanearthslmllbeboundin’heam and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shal Ibe loosed in heaven” {Matt. 16:19).
Peter's gtatement in Acts 2:88 came directly from the throne
of God. When Peter said that baptism, coupled with faith
and repentance, would obtain the remission of sins, one can
not—dare not—doubt it!

C. For washm%mwuy of gin. When Jesus appeared to
Paul on the road amascus, He did not tell him what to do
to be saved. When Paul asked what he should do, Jesus

replied, “Arizse, and go into Damaseus: and there it shall be
told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do”
{Acts 22:10). When Ananias came he said to Saunl “And now
why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
ging, calling on his name"” (Acts 22:16). Paul believed in Jesus
when he saw Him on the road. He had spent three days in
penitent prayer and yet his sins were gtill with him. Ananias
told him that he lacked one thing. That was baptism. Baptism
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alone will not take away gin, but Jesus and the Apostles
clearly state that when it is preceded by faith in Christ and
repentance of zin, that it does procure for the penitent believer
God's forgiveness.

D. Baptism into Christ. Paul told the Romans, “Know
ye not, that 20 many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3, KJ). He told
the Galatians, “For ve are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:26, 87, KJ).
Baptism then iz into Christ.

This is & meaningful statement., The WNew Testament
teaches that redemption is in Christ, (Romans 3:24) ; there
iz no condemnation fm Chrigf, (Romans 8:1) : there is con-
solation in Christ (Phil. 2:1). The Bible also teaches that all
will be made alive in the resurrection morning in Christ,
(I Cor. 15:22) and that if any man is in Christ, he is a new
ecreature (II Cor. 5:17). All these blessings are promised to
those in Christ. The New Testament states that in order to
get into Christ, that we must be baptized into Him. One can
not be saved outside of Him!

It is clear that salvation comes affer, not before the act
of baptism. It is also clear that baptism alone will not save
a person. But the New Testament teaches that when a person
who trully believes in Christ and genuinely repents of sin, he is
then to be baptized into Christ for the remission of his sins.

Professor F. F. Bruce states, “The idea of an unbaptized
Christian is simply not entertained in the New Testament.”

QUESTIONS — BAPTISM

MATCHING:

1, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins™

2. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water.”

8. "“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
4. “Buried with him in baptism.”

5. "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now gave us.”
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6. “And when they were come up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip.”

7. “And many of the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized.”

8. “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sina.”

9. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them . . ."

a. I Pet. 3:21 d. Mark 16:16 g. Acts 22:16
b. Rom. 6:4 e, Acts 18:8 h. Acts 2:38
c. Acts8:39 f. Matt. 3:16 i, Matt, 28:19
COMPLETE:

1. Baptism is & symbol or picture of what?

2. Why is an infant not a proper subject for baptism?

8, List four (4) blessings promised to those in Christ,

a. o s

b
c.
d




THE LORD'S SUPPER

Lesson Eight

THE LORD’S SUPPER

1. The Lord's Supper given.
A. The occasion.

B. The elements used.
1. The bread.
2. The fruit of the vine.

M. The names.
A. Breaking of Bread.
B. Table of the Lord.
C. The Lord"s Supper.
D. The Communion.

. When to partake.
A. Plain Seriptural examples.
1. Stated meeting,.
2. Stated purpose.
B. Weekly communion taught by implication.
C. Argument from type.
D. Testimonies of the Church Fathers.

IV. The Significance of the Lord’s Supper.
A. A memorial of Christ’s death.

B. A proclamation.

In our nation’s Capital, the Washington Monument
reaches high into the sky, in memory of the first President
of the United States. In the same city, the Lincoln Memorial
gtands in honor of another great President. A few miles away
in Virginia is the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, built in
Arlington Cemetery. It is placed there in memory of those
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unknown military men who gave their lives in their country’s
service. These are the ways that man erects monuments so
that those who pass by may call to mind the one in whose
honor it was built.

All such memorials eventually crumble or decay. When
Jesus Christ determined to leave a monument to His name,
He gave one that would stand as long as the earth remains.
That memorial is the Lord's Supper.

When man builds memorials, he likes to secure rare and
expensive metals and stones. Jesus, in choosing the elements
for Hiz memorial, choze very common materials: bread and
grape juice. Wheat and grapes will grow in almost every part
of 1;1&? world. Jesug' memorial can be observed around the
wor

Man builds his memorials out of the most durable mate-
rials he can find. Christ, on the other hand, chose very fragile
and perishable materials. Bread will quickly mold and dry up.
Grape juice, left for a short time, will sour and spoil. This
indicates that Jesus did not expect His monument to last be-
cause of the substance of which it was made. Rather He knew
that the permanence of Hizs memorial would depend on the
love of God in the hearts of His people.

L THE LORD'S SUPPER GIVEN

A, The Qceasion. The occasion that Jesus chose to insti-
tute the Lord's Supper was the annual Passover Feast of the
Jews. Since it was the last Passover before Jesus’' death, He
especially wanted to eat thia feast with His apoatles. {
22:15, 16). During the Passover meal, there were four cupa
of wine which they drank ceremonially. Following one of these,
presumably the third cup, (ef. Luke 22:17 and I Cor. 10:16)
was the time Jezos chose to give the Lord’'s Supper.

Compared to the elaborate Passover Feast, the new insti-
tution was very simple. Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it and gave to the Apostles saying, “this is my body
which is m for you: this do in remembrance of me” (Luke
22:19). they had eaten the bread, Jesus took & cup
containing the fruit of the vine, gave thanks, and gave it to
them saying, “Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the
covenant which is shed for many unto remission of sins"
(Matt. 26:27, 28).

B. The elements uged. _ _

1. The bread. The bread which Jesus used in the Lord's
Supper was presumably the unleavened bread of the Passover
Feast. The day before the Passover began, every Jewish fam-
ily would dispose of all leaven in their homes. For seven days
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they would eat only unleavened bread. (Deut. 16:3, 4), This
was to remind them of their hasty departure from Egypt
e L ot e s
other wi i e eaven re
m is another point of evidence in favor of unleavenm
{ef. I Cor. 5:6-8). : ;
2. The fruit of the vine. The second part of the Lord's
Supper is referred to as the “cup” or “fruit of the vine.” (Mk.
14:28, 25; Matt. 26:27, 29). The term fruit of the vine refers
to grape juice. God had referred to grape juice as the “blood
of the grape” (Deut. 32:14). It is significant that Jesus chose
the “blood of the grape” to picture the “blood of the covenant,”
our Saviour’s blood.
Whether the cup contained fermented or unfermented
juice is a debated question. Some authorities maintain
at it was fermented, arguing that the Jews could not have
kept the grape juice sweet since the fall harvest. Others con-
tend that it could have been unfermented since the ancients
did have ways of keeping it unfermented for as long as a year.
Since Jesus did not specify either fermented or un.fermmbed
grape juice, the church is not bound to either. T with the
many ways of preserving, unfermented juice certainly is more
fitting and in keeping with the total meaning of the Lord's
Supper.?
II. THE NAMES

A. Breaking of Bread. The most frequently used term in
the New Testament for this Christian Feast is the Breaking
of Bread. In Acts 20:7 it speaks of the disciples coming to-
gether on the first day of the week “to Break Bread.” Acts
2:42 gtates that the early Church “continued stedfastly in the
Apostles teaching and fellowship and in the Breaking of Bread
and the re.” This expression is also used in I Corinthians
10:16. description of the Lord's 8 seems to be taken
from the action of the Lord the night He gave it. Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, as well as the Apostle Paul, in I Corinthians
broke 1t saying, “Take oat, Dais s M botys The folloming
i i & Of iz is . The fo

day when.m 1y of Jesus was cut and pierced, the Apoatles
received a graphic picture of what Christ meant. How sacred
was the hour when the disciples would “break” the loaf in
memory of the Lord's broken body!

B. Table of the Lord. Paul reminds the Corinthians “Ye
can not partake of the Table of the Lord, and of the table of
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demons” (I Cor. 10:21 A8V). Thmnme reminds us that the
Table belongs to Christ. Heagwe it in the first place, He is
also the host at every meal. Jesus gave His Apostles the pre-
cious promise that “where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20).
This is true at all gatherings of the Church. It is significantly
80 when the Table is spread.

This sublime truth needs emphasizing today. One church,
in order to stress this thought, did this. They moved the Com-
munion tabhle out from the pulpit, far eno to place a chair
hetween the table and the pulpit. The Elders sat at each end
but the chair behind the table was always vacant, This was a
gilent reminder that Christ, the host, was present at the meal.

C. The Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper is pe the
most familiar term used today. It iz called the Lord's Supper
because He is the one who gave it. He invites His children to
come and eat. He is the one rejected when a Christian fails to
be present at this meal. As one partakes, it is Christ who is
the source of spiritnal food. It is Christ who invites “this do
in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19). It is also Christ alone
who can debar a child of God from this Table, It is truly the
Lord’s Supper.

The name Supper was no doubt given because it was at
an evening meal t Jesus gave it. The one clear example of
%t&; gl;aewanme in the New Testament was in the evening (Acts

D. The Communion. The termi “Communion” is often
applied today to the Lord's Supper. The use of the word
"Communion" in the New Testament seems to be more of a
deseription of what takes place, than a name for it. Paul
reminds the Corinthians “The cup of blessings which we bless,
ia it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which
we break, is it not a communion of the body of Chriat?" (I
Cor. 10:16), The word Communion means to share, or partici-
pate in. Paul is saying that when we drink the cup or eat the
bread, that we share or participate in the blessings and bene-
fits of the Lord's death on the cross. We also share the meal
with Christ as our host. It is a communion or sharing in the
finest sense of the word.

IIi. WHEN TO PARTAKE

When Jesus gave the Lord’s Supper He did not fy
the time or frequency of observance. Jesus left many thi
for the Holy Spirit to teach the Apostles (John 16:12-13). He
simply said do this in memory of Me. When the Church was
egtablished on Pentecost, the Apostles were careful to follow



THE LORD'S SUPPER

His admonition. Luke states that the church “continued stead-
fastly in the A teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread and pa-nrers” (Acts 2:42). 'l‘hewn:rt!stmdfastly

ance is found in Acts 20:7. “And upon the first day of the
week,whenthediaaipﬁlesmtog‘ethertnbmakbmd. Paul
preached unto them, to depart on the morrow; and con-
tinued his speech until ht."” As proof that weekly com-
munion was the practice of the early church, we present the

fui!mniurgmnenta
A. Plain Seriptural examples, All the facts concerning
this meeting in Troas go to prove that it was a stated meeting
for a stated purpose.

1. Btated meeting. The use of the definite article “the”

urrying

salem that he t be there for Pentecoat {Acts 20:16). Thia
is further shnwn the fact that Paul left early Monday morn-
ing following his meeting with the Church. To meet with the
church on the first day of the week Paul had tarried seven
days. This would indicate that worship on the first day of
week was an established custom in Troas. If this were true in
Troas, it was surely true in the other churches that had been
Eatnbhﬂhad under the direction of the Apostles,

i S-tlt&;if urpose. Luke e% mmthﬂ;at meié :ﬁ:

reaking bread. “And upon the first o

mﬁ“’

g

tomed to meeting regular mhmkhm'smee Paul was in

town that day 1 am sure they gladly heard him s but this
was not the primary purpnee for their gathﬂﬂ who
use this passage to hutden:ywkly
communion, involve t arnaelm in ammtragi

tnre doas give an axampla of weckly worship brutatthnnnm
time it establishes the poabulmexmn!eufﬂm
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ing of the bread. Any effort to disprove one, will at the same
time disprove both. . .

B. Weekly communion taught by implication. In I Corin-
thians 11, Paul gives instructions to correct the abuses
surrounding the Lord's Table at Corinth, He chastizsez them
.t‘:ﬂ: rggﬂr abuge of tihe Lnrd'? Table in ma%e _mnr;:lta, “when

ore ye assemble yourselves together, it is poasible
to eat the Lord's Supper” (I Cor. 11:20, Asv), Their
ahout the Table prevented them from truly eating the
in an acceptable manner. ThisScripbgrewmﬂdlmply
conduct ented them from carrying out the main
for which they came together, that of eating the
per. If someone were to say that when the ball ived
the field thnle]drwm ﬁtnmfoﬂiplay ball h?catheof the
ANYONE WO unders e purpose for coming
to play ball. This game truth is ohv?uuain I Corinthians 11

This also agrees with our proposition, since the church
at Corinth did practice weekly worship. This is found in I
Corinthians 16:2. The Scriptures would imply that as often
as the church at Corinth met together, which was weekly, they
observed the Lord's Supper.

C. Argument from type. When God gave Moges the blue-
print for the Tabernacle, He was doing more than merely giv-
ing him a tent in which to worship during the wilderness
travels. The Tabernacle was a teaching instrument to prepare
Israel for the coming of Christ. It is generally thuﬁhet that
the Tabernacle court was a picture the world; Holy
Place, was a type of the church today and that the Holy of
Holies i Heaven,

In Holy Place, which represented the church today,
there were three pieces of furniture. ,

The Golden Tampstand which furnished light for the
room, was a picture of God's word. The Word glves light and
guidance to the pathway of man (Psalm 119:105; 119:180).

The Golden Altar upon which incense was burned, fit-
tingly re tathamraufth&ﬁainhofﬁnduthﬂm
lifted to heavenly e {(Rev. 5:8).

The other piece of furniture was the Table of Shewbread.
Each week the priests were commanded to place twelve loaves
of shewbread on it. They remained on the Table for one week.
New loaves would then Eacedﬂnﬂla‘fahle and the priests
would eat the old loaves in worship of Jehovah. The word
“shewbread” literally means, “presence bread.” To Israel this
reminded them of God's presence and blessings and tﬁmﬁden-
tial care. This certainly would find fulfillment in the Lord’s
Supper today. The loaf and the cup vividly remind the Chris-
tian that Christ is with us and that through Him we receive
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THE LORD'S SUPPER

all blessings from God. The fact that the priests faithfully ate
once a week, would lend support to the teaching of weekly
communion.

D. Testimonies of the Church Fathers. The term Church
Fathers or Apostolic Fathers refers to the leaders in the
Church immediately following the Apostles. The writings of
these men are not considered inspired but they do present a
picture of the Church and its worship, as it was conducted
immediately after the days of the Apostles.

One of these men was Justin Martyr. He wrote about 160
AD. He was a disciple of Polycarp who had been a disciple of
the Apostle John. Being that cloge to the Apostle John, one
could expect his teachings to be in accordance with the ipuﬁ-
tles. He gives an account of the worship of the Church in his
day as follows:

And on the day called Sunday, all who live in
cities or in the country gather together to one place,
and the memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of
the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then
when the reader has ceased, the president verbally
instruects, and exhorts to the imitation of these good
things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as
we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and
wine and water are brought, and the president in like
manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according
to his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen;
and there ig a distribution to each, and a participa-
tion of that over which thanks have been given, and
tothme;whumabaentaporﬁunisunthyﬂm

Other church fathers could be quoted but thia will suffice.
It is evident that the early church did eat the Lord's Supper
weekly and continued this anctiﬂe for two centuries.

Robert Milligan says, “During the first two centuries the
practice of eommunion was universal, and it was con-
tinued in the Greek Church till the seventh century. Such as
neglected it three weeks in succession were excommunicated”
(Milligan’s Scheme of Redemption, Page 440).

IV. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

A. A memorial of Christ’s death. The Lord's Supper is a
weekly Table of Remembrance. A memorial shonld serve at
éaut three functions. These are admirably done in the Lord's

Upper.
L Mows, A. Cleveland, The Aposislis Fothers with Jusbin Mariyr ond Frengess, ""Weskly
Worship of the Christians.”, Chapter LXTL., Page 185-8.
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1. It satisfies the desire of the heart to do some tender,
loving thing for the Master. The Lord’s Supper provides this
opportunity. Jesus had this in mind when He said, “This do
in remembrance of me” {1 Cor. 11:24).

2. By frequent observanece, it does not permit us to f
but like a time piece of the soul, summons the believer to the
fﬂﬁt;ﬁgg ts symbol rt, it constantly inds of th

. By i ie im i remi e
very significant fact of Ch.l%ﬂ.llitjf which is “that Christ died
for our sins according to the Seriptures” (I Cor. 15:3).

Alexander Campbell speaks eﬂ‘ectmel‘;,r of the memorial
facet of the Lord's Supper when he says: “Upon the loaf and
upon the cup of the Lord, in letters which speak not to the eye,
but to the heart of everg disciple, is inscribed, “When thia you
see, remember Me Indeed, the Lord says to each disciple,
when he receives the symbols into his hand, “This is My body
broken for you. This is My blood shed for you'” (The Chris-
tian System, 1835, pp. 265-291). o )

B. A proclamation. Each Lord's Day, as the disciple sits
at the table with his Lord, he is preaching a sermon,

1. First of all Paul says that when we eat we proclaim
the Lord's death (I Cor. 11:26). Jesus said when He gave the
Lord's Supper “This cup iz the New Covenant in My blood™
(Luke 22:20). The Lord's Supper is a monument to our salva-
tion as well as to Christ Himself. The Lord’s Supper proclaims
that man iz redeemed and receives forgiveness of sins through
the blood of Christ {(Ephesians 1:7: I Peter 1:18-20).

2. Secondly, we proclaim our love for Him., When the
Christian assembles at the Table, he is tel]ing the Lord and
the world that he believes that the blood of Christ redeems and
that he is there to show his love to Christ by being obedient
to His command. The love of Christ that caused Him fo die for
man when he was weak and helpless (Romans 5:8-8) is the
love that brings the Christian to love Christ and to be present
at His table.

3. We proclaim the Lord's return. Paul states that when
we partake of the Lord's Supper, we “proclaim the Lord's
death till He comes” (I Cor. 11:26). The Lord’s Table looks
back in memory to Calvary where our salvation was made
possible. It also looks forward to the day when Christ shall
return and our salvation will be fully realized. This is the
grand consummation of the scheme of redemption, when the
redeemed of all ages will be gathered to be with their Lord
who has redeemed them from sin. Only those who truly antici-
E:te His second ecoming will consistently participate in this

Pper.
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QUESTIONS — THE LORD'S SUPPER

Read the four accounts of the institution of the Lord's
Supper—Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20;
I Corinthians 11:23-25. In the blanks write the reference
where the following statement is found :

ll

2

3

“And he took bread, and gave thanks, and
brake it, and gave unto them.”

“Take, eat: this iz my body, which is broken
for you: thiz do in remembrance of me."

“And he took the cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them.”

“Ang they all drank of it.”

5. “For this is my blood of the new testament,

DISCUSS:

which iz shed for many for the remission
of sins.”

“1 will not drink henceforth of this fruit of
the vine, until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father's kingdom.”

1. List three (3) names applied to the Lord's Supper.

a&.

b.

C.

2. List the four {4} arguments in favor of weekly communion.

4,

b.

cl

d.

3. In what sense is the Lord's Supper a proclamation.




LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Lesson Nine

PRAYER

1. Beginning of Prayer.

I.. What is Prayer?

A. Petitions or Supplicationa.
B. Thanksgiving and Praise.

M. Conditions for effective prayer.
A. Pray with pure hearts and clean hands.
B. We must hear and do God’s will.
C. Pray humbhly in harmony with God’s will.
D. Pray fervently and with persistence.
E. Prayers must be unselfish.
F. In the name of Christ.
. Pray in faith.
H. Pray with a forgiving spirit.
L Without pretension or vain repetition.

IV. The Holy Spirit’s assistance in prayer.

V. God has promised answers to prayer.

L BEGINNING OF PRAYER

The first mention of p r in the Bible is in Genesis
4:26, “Then began men to upon the name of Jehovah."
There is no mention of God commanding men to pray. Prayer
seemg to have begun freely and spontanecusly. E[n.n falt his
need for God and began to call upon Him. Prayer to God
should be as natural an action aa a child talking to its Father
and Mother. When man truly Imows and understands God, he
will desire to talk to Him.

(!




PRAYER

H. WHAT IS PRAYER?

A. Pctlitwons or Supplications, Supplication — earnestly
seeking God's blessings —is at the very heart of prayer.
Prayer always springs out of a sense of need, either onesel
{pet:itiq'l;li) or for others (intercession). This sense of need is
joined with a belief that God is & rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him. {Hebrew 11:6.) :

Jesuau.rﬁedhis disciples to *. . . ask and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you" (Matt. 7:7). Even though God knows our needs before
we ask, He still is to have His children come to Him with
their desires. He finds & joy in providing those things which
are eguentm] to our H;&HP wgl]heing heurg on earth. sart of

. Thankagiving raise, A second important O
prayer is thanksgiving and vrraise. Ag petitions indicate one’s
needs, praise and thanksgiving reflect one's grateful attitude
toward God. Paul instructed the Philippians not to be anxious
“but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6).
Paul writes to Timothy “I exhort therefore, first of all, that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiving be made for
all men” (I Timothy 2:1).

vin? and praise to God demonstrate gratitude on
the part of man for former blessings received from God. This
unquestionably is pleasing to God; it is due Him and will no
doubt help assure the answer to our petitions. The Thessalo-
nian brethren were told “in everything give thanks: for this
is tl'Ee ;E::l of God in Christ Jesus to you ward” (I Thessaloni-
An\S o g

. CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE PRAYER

God's promises are always conditional. This principle
holds true with prayer. He hag promised to answer our pray-
ers. But He has also laid down certain conditions which man
must meet, before God will answer his prayers. Here are a few
of thoee conditions.

A. Pray with pure hearts and clean hands, “If 1 regard
iniguity in my heart, The Lord will not hear” {(Psalm 66:1R,
A3V). “I desire therefore that the men play in every place,
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and disputing” (I Timo-
thy 2:8, (A8V),

God i= a holy God. There is no =zin in Him and He will not
tolerate sin in those who come inio His presence through
prayer. These Scriptures refer to sin in the lives of His chil-
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dren. When He says He will not hear He iz speaking of hearing
favorably their requests. This does not refer to prayer for
forgiveness; prayer out of a heart of repentance. God has
promised to answer that prayer (I John 1:9; cf, Acts 8:22).
He is here speaking of a Christian asking for some blessing
while refuging to repent of sin in his life. God does not hear
and answer that prayer.

God told Israel, “Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
but your iniquities have separated between you and your God
and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not
hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2). One of the best tees that God
will hear our prayers is to begin them with a sincere request
for forgiveness. This ig always pleagsing to Him, )

B. We must hear and do God’s will. John reminds us,
“whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his
sight” (I John 8:22). A second condition for effective prayer
is to keep God's commandments. Proverbs 28:9 states, “He
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, Even his
prayer is an gbomination’ (AS¥). God is not foolish. He will
not continue to pour His blessings on a willful and disobedient
child. Nothing pleases a parent more than to give to a ¢hild
that iz obedient. God feels the same way. One should make sure
that he is honestly trying to do the will of the Father before
he asks for His blessings and benefits. The blind man stated
this thought aptly when he said in John 9:31, “We know that
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of
God, and doeth His will, him He heareth.”

C. Pray humbly in harmony with God’'s will. Jesus illus-
trated this principle when in the Garden of Gethsemane He
prayed earnestly, “O my Father, if it l::n];oaaih!e, let this cup
pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I , but as thou wilt"
(Matt, 26:39). The Father’s will must always be first in our
o T aa e o v e

2 if we an according to his will, he
heareth us” (I John 5:14).

Our heavenly Father who is all wise knows what is best
for His kingdom and what iz best for us. The A FPanl
admitted, “we know nol how to pray as we onght” (Rom. 8:
26). We do not always know what is the Father's will, There-
fore, we should ask with the thought that if this is in harmony
with His will, and best for His kingdom, we would like to have
these blessings. Another reason we should pray that His will
be done is because man does not always know what is best for

hin. Likea child, he may ask dor a butcher kmife, Shinking that
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PRAYER

God does not always give us what we request. In prayer, we
should come to God humbly realizing our lack of knowledge
and understanding and leave it to God to decide what blessings
we need or do not need. ; : p
D. Pray fervently and with persistence. James reminds
us that “The effectusl fervent prayer of a rightecus man avail-
eth much” (James 5:16b). The earnest supplication of a right-
eous man ia very powerful. James illustrates this point in verse
17 by reminding us of Elijah's fervent prayer that it would
not rain. God withheld rain for three years and six months.
Again Elijah prayed and God sent the rain, An earnest prayer,
God hears. Undoubtedly, an apathetic, half-hearted prayer is
detestable to God. It reflects the insincerity and of con-
cern on the part of the one praying. A gincere prayer, however,
pleasez God.
with earmestness one must have stence in
%;a}rer also. I Thessalonians 5:17 says “pray without ceasing.”
is means to pray constantly. Paul tells the Ephesiang “Pray-
ing at all seasons in the Spirii, and watching thereunto in all
semwranae and uugglica;ﬁnu for all the saints,” (Ephesians
:19). Jesus said, “men ought always to pray, and not to
faint” (Luke 18:1),

..A number of ministers had gathered to discuss
difficult questions, and it was asked how the com-
mand to ‘pray without ceasing’ could be obeyed (I
Thessalonians 5:17).

Various suggestions were offered, and at last
one of the number was appointed to write an esaai
on the subject, to be read at the next meeting.
servant who was cleaning heard the discussion and
exclaimed,

“What! a whole month to tell the meaning of
that text? Why, it's one of the easiest and best verses
in the Bible.! ]

“Well, well, Mary,’ said an old minister, “‘What
do you know about it? Can you pray all the time?

‘Oh, yes sir!"

“What! when vou have so many things to do?

':Whjr, sir, the more I have to do, the more I can

ray.

‘Indeed! well, Mary, how do you do it? Most
people wouldn't agree with you.'

"Well, sir,’ said the girl, “when I first open my
eyes in the morning, I pray: ‘Lord, open the eyes of
my understanding’; and while T am dressing, T pray
that I may be clothed with the robe of righteousnesa;
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while I.ﬁ.ml washing, [ r;.i:kltu hkave th]:i]r lg.ina waﬂl;ed
away. As I begin wo pray ve
strength for all the work of the day; while I kindle
the fire, 1 pray that revival may be kindled in me.
"t'q"hllergetg’:rmg and eating breakfast, I ask to be
fed w Bread of Life and the pure milk of the
Word. As I sweep the house, I pray that my heart
may be swept clean of all its mpunt:es AndasIam
busj'withthe]jttlechiidren,llanku God as my
Father and pray that I may al l;u.va the trust-
ing love of a little child—and !!ﬂ on all day. Ev&ry
thing I do gives me a thought for prayer .

‘Enough, enoughl cried the m1mstar *these
things are often hid from the wise and prudent and
revegled unto babes, as the Lord Himself said. Go
on, Mary,” he continued, ‘pray without ceasing. As
for us, let us thank the Lord for this lesson.™

E. Prayers must be unselfish. Another condition for ef-
fective prayer is that they muost be unselfish. James reminded
the people of his day, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
amiss, that ye may spend lt m ur leasures” (James 4:8,
AsV). One ghould always and His will
first. A request must first mewed or weighed in the light
of God’s program. We must ask ourselves “Am I asking for
this in order to be 8 better worker for Christ? Do I need this
to forward His kingdom ? Will I be a better Chriztian and will
Christ’s kingdom be blessed if 1 receive my petition? Tt is so
easy to think of God as a glorified Santa Claus to whom we
can go for every desire we may have, This image of God is not
true. He must keep our spiritual welfare and Hiz kingdom
first in mind, Often times, we would be ruined if God answered
every selfish request that we made. In His love and wisdom,
however, He chooses the things that we need and will help us
grow spiritually. This is another reason why we should always
pray, “Thy will be done.”

F. Pray in the name of Christ., Another condition for
effective prayer is that in this Christian age prayer is to be
directed to the Father in the name of Christ. Jesus told Hia
Apostles, “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall
ask anything in my name, that will I do,” (John 14:13-14).
Apain He reminde them, “Hitherto have yve asked nothing in

my name: ask, and ye shall receive that your joy may be made
full" {John 16:24).

I.MMWMMMMMMM
78



PRAYER

The A had not known to ask in Jesus' name before
but now they do. There are a number of reasons why the
Christian should pray to God in the name of Christ.

1. Our access to the Father was made possible by the
sacrifice of Christ. “Therefore, brethren, since we have con-
fidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the
new and living way which he opened for us the cur-
tain, that is, through his flesh . . .” {(Hebrews 10:19-20, RaV).
Hebrews 9:8 informs us that the way into the Holy Place or
God's presence had not yet been opened while the tabernacle
waa standing or rather before Christ came into the world.
Now, however, through His death and resurrection, He opened
up this new and direct communication between earth and
heaven (cf. Hebrews 9:11-12), Now through Christ, our High
Priest, we may enter God's presence through prayer.

2. Jesus i1s our mediator, Paul tells Timothy, “For there
is one God, one mediator also hetween God and men, himself
man, Christ Jesus.” (I Tim. 2:5). A mediator is a_“go be-
tween.” Christ is a Jacob's Ladder to the Christian. Through
Him, man may reach heaven with his petitions and praise, and
through Christ he may receive heaven's blessings from God.
Christ is a two-way channel between earth and heaven.

8. Christ is our intercessor at the throne of God. Paul
states that Christ “who is at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:84). My name would
mean nothing at the throne of God if T did not belong to Christ.
Christ has been exalted to alﬁoaition above every creature in
the universe except God .(Philippiana 2:9). Therefore, when I
come to God inthenam&uf(ﬂaﬁat,fmcmﬂnginthegmtmt
name in heaven and earth, except God, the Father. As one of
Christ’'s redeemed ones, I can come boldly to the throne of God
through Him (Hebrews 4:14-16). .

My ains have been washed away in the blood of Christ.
It means that I have been cleansed and made worthy by Him
to stand in the presence of God (Rev. 1:5; Hebrews 9:14).

Because of these and other reasons, our prayers to God
should alwsays be presented in the name of and by the author-
ity of Jesus Christ our High Priest, Mediator, Saviour, and

G. Pray in faith. Jesus told His Apostles “Therefore I
tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive
it, and you will” %'Mark 11:24, RsV). James tells us that a
man should “ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that wav-
ereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of
the Lord"” (James 1:6-7, EJV). Hebrews 11:6 states the un-
qualified importance of faith when it says, *But without faith

79




LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

it is impossible to please him : for he that cometh to God must
believe that he iz, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gent]]r seek him" {Hebrews 11:6),

A Christian can pray in faith because he is coming to God
who is all powerful and who can answer the prayers of Hia
children. Christian can pray in faith knowing he is com-

ing to one who loves him and desires to answer his requests,
The Christian has every reason then to pray believing that his
prayers will be answered,

One word of caution should be offered. The Christian
must always keep in mind that God's will and wisdom will
direct God's answer. This does not prevent, however, the
Christian praying in faith, believing that God will answer his

er. Even when God in His wisdom says no to our requests,

e gtill has answered it. He has seen that the request was
unwise, so He has said no. Yet He has answered it in the sense
that He has heard and answered it in the best way for us.
Another thought to keep in mind is that we may ask for one
thing believing that to be the thing we desire. God in His wis-
dom, however, may give us something else which may, for the
moment, seem to be a rejection of the request. In the end,
though, we may see that God has given us what we really
needed and desired but not what we had requested. The follow-
ing poem illustrates this point.

I asked God for strength, that T t achieve:

I was made weak, that I might a.rnhumbfytoobey

I asked for health, that I might do greater things

I was given infirmity, that T might do better thing's
I asked for riches that I might be happy;
I was given poverty that I might be wise,
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men:
I waésu Eiven wealmess, that I might feel the mind of

T asked for all things that I might e_n]ocy !ife

I was given life that 1 t enj g;;;,
I got nothing I asked for but everytﬂfng T had hoped for,
Almost eapite myself my unspoken prayers were
Answ
I am among men most richly blessed !

H. Pray with a forgiving spirit. Here is a condition that
cannot be overlooked. It is a must if our prayers are 1o be an-
swered. One of the petitions in the Model Praver was “forgive
us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew
6:12). This states we are to ask God to forgive us in the same
way and to the same extent thal we forgive our fellow man.

1. Avthor TUnknown
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Jesus goes ahead to state “For if ye forgive men their
tre-%m.sqeu, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your " (Matthew 6:14-15).

To pray with an unforgiving heart, is a sure way to close
the doors of heaven to our prayers. It is a complete waste of
time to pray that way. One must forgive if he is to be forgiven.

I.Brwuuthmtmtmm’morminmﬂﬁomﬁmis
perhape no sin that is more detested by God than the sin of
hypoerisy or pretension. On no class or group did Jesus pro-
nounce such severe condemnation as on the ites of His
day. Who can forget Jesus' discourse in Matthew 238, when in
His last appeal to the Pharisees, He scathingly denounced
them with the seven-fold “woe unto you, Scribes and Phari-
sees, Hypocrites!”

An ingincere, pretentious prayer is always an abomination
to God. Jesus illustrated this in the story of the Pharisee and
the Publican in Luke 18 :3-14. The humble Publican went away
justified before God. The proud Pharisee remained in his
gpomﬁcal sins. (zod is not deceived by oratory or eloguence.

{e is impressed only by sincerity. Our prayers then must be
gimple, direct, and sincere.
sincere prayer uttered in faith eliminates unnecessary,
repetitious prayers, Jesus told His Apostles “And in praying
use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do for they think that
ﬂwf; shall be heard for their much speaking” (Matthew 6:7).
This does not mean that we should not persist in prayer nor
that we may not at times pray at length, Jesus often
times would spend a night in prayer, or rise long before dawn
to pray (cf. Luke 9:28; Mark 1:35). Jesus does, however,
forbid needless repetition of the same thing as though God
could not hear or had to be begged to hear Hiz children’s
PTayers,

IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT'S ASSISTANCE IN PRAYER

One of the great blessings the Christian enjoys iz the
aagistanee of the Holy Spirit in prayer. Paul says “And in
like manner the Spirit elso helpeth our infirmity : for we know
not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit hi f maketh
intercesgion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered”
(Rom. 8:26). The Christian needs this help in prayer since
he does not always know what is best for him or the kingdom.
The Christian is limited in Xrayer because he does not know
what tomorrow may bring. Also the Christian does not always
31?1? how to express in words exactly the longing and desirea

ig heart.
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For these and other reasons, our heavenly Father has
given us His Holy Spirit to assist us in prayer. He takes our
petitions and praise and presents them to the throne
of God. He also intercedes for us with God. The Father, the
Suni and the Holy Spirit are all involved in prayer. The Chris-
tian's prayer iz addressed to God the Father, in the name of
or by the authority of Christ and with the assistance of the
Holy Spirit. Prayer is a wonderful privilege that the Christian
enjoys and should always use.

V. GOD HAS PROMISED ANSWERS TO PRAYER

God does answer prayer! This is an attested fact in the
scriptures. Moses prayed and his prayer saved a nation from
death and from the grave (Exodus 32:14), Joshua prayed, the
sun stood still and his enemies were slain by hail stones sent
from heaven (Joshua 10:10-14). Hannah prayed and God gave
her a son, Samuel (I Samuel 1:9-20).

God's word is filled with the promises of answered prayer.

“For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. And his
ears unto their supplication: But the face of the Lord is upon
them that do evil” (I Peter §:12).

“But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him” (James 1:5).

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask what-
spever ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7; f.
Matt. 7:-7; Luke 11 :8-10).

¥ man will meet the conditions that God has laid down
for acceptable prayer, he can rest assured that his prayers
m heard and answered according to the will and wisdom

QUESTIONS — PRAYER

TRUE - FALSE

1 ﬂanbesmmpm?mwmmmmdaﬂhimh
80.

2, If we ask in faith God will grant our petition what-
ever it may be.

2. The Holy Spirit assists the Christian to pray cor-

B2



PRAYER

4. God does not refuse to hear anyone's prayer.

5. God may answer prayer and still not give what is
requested.

FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. Prayer is composed of two basic parts:
and

2, List three conditions for effective prayer.
a.
b.

c.

8. List two reasons why the Christian ghould pray in Christ's
name,

a.
b.
4, Prayer always springs out of a sense of

Along with this is a belief that God is a
of them that diligently seek Him.

5. Paul eays “we know not how to pray as we ought" {Romans
8:26). List three things Christians do not always know.

a.
b.

c.
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Lesson Ten

GIVING

L All Things Belong to God.

=

Every Christisn is x Steward.

II. Examples of God's Giving.
A. His Son.
B. Eternal Life.
C. Salvation from sin,
D. Wisdom.

IV. Giving in the Old Testament.
A. Individual Glving.
1. The Giving of Cain and Abel.
2. Noah.
3. Abraham.
4. Jaeoh.

B. Giving Under the Mosaic Law.
1. The first tithe commanded.
2. The pecond tithe,
3. The third year tithe.

V. Divine Blessings on the Tithe.

In previous lessons we have discussed how one becomes a
Christian and the worship of a Christian through the Lord’'s
Supper.and prayer. This chapter continues the worship of the
Christian through the act of giving.
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GIVING

The term “stewardship” covers the various phases of
Christian responsibility such as the BW and talents,
as well as material blessings. This study, r, will confine
itzelf to God’s teaching on man’s wo pthroughtheglwng
of money, God's word has much to say concerning this, We
shall study the basic principles upon which Christian giving
rests. Examples of giving, and God's promises to those who do
give, will be studied.

The first and perhaps the most basic principle is:

L ALL THINGS BELONG TO GOD

Moses, in pleading with lsrael to obey God, reminded
them “Behold, unto Jehovah thy God belongeth heaven and
the heaven of heavens, the earth, with all that is therein”
{Deut. 10:14), David expressed in poetry the same idea when
he said, "The earth is Jehovah’s, and the fulness thereof; the
wurh:'[, and they that dwell therein” {Psalm 24:1).

The psalmist emphasized God’s ownership of everything,
as he wrote “For beast of the forest is mine, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the moun-
tains; and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were
hunm I would not tell thee: For the world is mine, and the
fulness thereof” (Psalm EI}:IG-IE}.
tnGuId{em are a few of the things that the Bible says belong

a. Silver and gold. “The silver is mme. and the gold is
mine, saith Jehovah of hosts" (Haggai 2:8).

b. The rivers. “Because he hath said the river is mine,
and I have made it” (Ezekiel 29:9).

c. All land. “And the land shall not be sold i in perpetm
for the land is mine: for ye are strangers and sojourners wi
me” (Lev. 25:28). God owns the tltle to all land. He merely
grants man the privilege of living on it for a short time. God
reminded Israel in Exodus 19:5, “For all the sarth is mine.”

d. All souls. God told Ezekiel, “Behold, all souls are minne:‘J
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine. ..
{Eselrie! 18:4).

Our bodies. “Or know ye not our body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit which is in vou, whicg ye have from God?
and ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a price:
glorify God therefore in :,rnur body™ (I Cor. 6:19-20).

urely from these scriptures it is clearly seen that “all
that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O Jehovah, and thou art exalted as head above all”
(I Chron. £9:11), The individual who does not recognize God
as his owner iz said to be more ipnorant than the ox or the ass,
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for Isaiah says, “The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass hias
master's crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth no
consider” (Isaiah 1:3).

The second principle of Christian giving is that:

II. EVERY CHRISTIAN IS A STEWARD

Jesus Tﬁw a parable concerning the talents in Matthew
25:14-30. servants in the parsble represent Christ's disei-
ples. Each man was given a certain number of talents and in-
structed to use them to the benefit of the king who gave them.
Peter writes “As each has reeeived a gift, employ it for one an-
other, as good stewards of God's varied grace” (I Peter 4:10,
RSV). A steward is one who oversees and takes care of anoth-
ers tﬁwpﬂtsz He does not own it, but he administers it on behalf
of the owner, Paul tells the Corinthians that the chief qualifica-
tion for a steward is faithfulness. “Here, moreover, it is re-
quired in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2).

Man’s relationship to his money and his God becomes
clear in the light of these two basic principles: God's ownership
of all things and man’s stewardship of the things which God
gives him. Man owns nothing. Everything he has comes direet-
Iy or indirectly from God. He is the caretaker of the.material
blessings which God provides. They are not his to use as he
pleases but rather they constitute a trust which he iz to handle
as God the owner pleases,

Many Christians conceive of their money as belonging to
them exclusively, and if they so choose, they may give God
some. The reverse, however, is the truth; it all belongs to God
and He permits man to use part of it for himself. When this
fact is clearly understood it will change the entire attitude of
man toward his money and toward his God.

M. EXAMPLES OF GOD’'S GIVING

Not only does God own everything, but as Paul says God
gives us “richly all things to enjoy" (I Tim. 6:17b). James is
very emphatic when he says “every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights"
(James 1:17a). We list just a few of the many blessings which
God gives us.

a. His Son. God wrapped His most precious gifts in the
person of His Son and sent Him into the world. Jesus says

“For God so loved the world, that He gove His only begotten
Son, that whossevar, believeth on Him should not perish, but
have eternal life"” (JN. 3:18).
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b. Eternsal life. “For the wages of sin is death; the
ree gift of God is efernal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
mans 6:28) . Paul emphasizes that this is a free gift from
e can not buy it. We can not earn it. We may accept it
humbly from God’'s hands,

¢. Salvation from sin. Paul told the Ephesians “For by
gmoehawrebeenuve&thmu%faith' and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God” (Eph. E:é]. Again we see that
this is a gift from God. This, of course, was made possible
through the death of Christ. Peter says, “You know that you
were rangomed from the futile ways inherited from your
fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot” (I Peter 1:18-19, RSV},

d. Wisdom, James says “If of you lacketh wisdom,
let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him™ (James 1:5). We may ask God
for many things which in His wisdom He may refuse to give
but James assures us that if we will ask for wisdom we s
receive it. This is a gift from God that we should seek con-

In addition to all of God's gifts, we know that Christ has
also given much to us and for us. John 10:11 states that Christ
has given His lfe for His sheep. IT Corinthians 8:9 states "For
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he
wag rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through
his poverty might become rich.” Christ gave up the riches and
glory of heaven that we might obtain those same riches. Truly
Paul is correct when he says “Christ loved -us and gave him-
self up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephe-
sians 5:2, BRSV).

The poet haz well said “the love of God is greater far than
tongue or pen can ever tell.” He has demonstrated it and con-
tinunes to as he “giveth to all life, and breath, and all things"
(Acts 17:30).

§

=

V. GIVING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

A. Individual ¢iving. Bringing a gift or an offering to
God is a practice almost as old as the history of man. Genesis 4
records the first such incident. This giving was done by the
gong of Adam and Eve,

1. The giving of Cain and Abel. Genesis does not say that
God had commanded Cain and Abel to bring a sacrifice to Him.
But Hebrews 11:4 implies this when it says, “by faith Abel
offered unte Cod o mors exeellent zaerifice than Cain.” Tha
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statement “hy faith” apparently mesns that God had revealed
this to them.

Cain, being & farmer, brought some fruit of the ground as
his offering. Abel brought one of the “firstlings of his flock,”
since he was a shepherd. God accepted Abel's offering but
rejected Cain's. Why Cain’s offering was rejected is not known
for sure. It was evidently rejected because (1) it was the
wrong of offering. Seemingly God desi a blood saeri-
fice. Or (2) it was an ungenerous gift. Cain may have been
too stingy to buy a lamb. This of course caused trouble between
the two boye and led to the murder of Abel. However, we ses
in this incident, the early practice of bringing a gift to God in

.

2. Noah. When Noah came out of the ark following the
flood, the first thing he did was to build an altar unto Jehovah
and took of every clean beast and of every clean bird and
offered this to God as his offering of thanksgiving and worship
for his deliverance. God was pleased with his offering and
promised never to amite the earth with a flood.

3. Abraham. By the time of Abraham we find something
new in the matter of giving. Abraham still offered animal
sacrifices to God, but in addition to this he also gave tithes.
In Genesis 14:18-20 is recorded Abraham’s encounter with
Melchizedek. Abraham had rescued Lot after he had been
captured by the four kings. In the capture Abraham had taken
congiderable spoils. As he returned he met Melchizedek, king
of Salem, who was a priest of God Most High. As the priest
blessed Ahra.ham he in turn gave him a tenth of all his guodu.
Again it is not utated that God had commanded Abraham to do
this but in the light of ils later practice by Abraham’s descend-
ants, it is reasonable to conclude that God had given Abraham
the teaching concerning the tithe.

4. Jacob. Abraham's grandson, Jacob, also was a tither.
As Jacob left his home on his to his Uncle Laban's, he
spent the night at Bethel. Here he dreamed of the Imtidar
which stretched from earth to heaven. In the morning, he made
a covenant with God, “And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God
will be with me, and will keep me in this way that T go, and
mﬂgwemebreadtuent, and raiment to put on, so that I come
&m to my father’s house in peace, and Jehovah will be my

d, then this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, ghall be
Gods house; and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely
give the tenth unto thee” {Gen. 28 :20-22) . Seemingly God was
not offended at Jacob's proposition but rather seemed to be
pleased as he continued to bless Jacob both materially and
spiritually throughout his life. Apparently Jacob lived up to
hiz vow also.
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These are examples of giving by individuals during the
Patriarchal Age. As we move to the Mosaic period, we will
find that God’s requirements for giving are much more de-

B. Giving under the Moswic Law, When God gave the law
to Moses on Mount Sinai, He made the tithe the primary
principle of giving for the Children of Israel. He not only
commanded one tithe but seemingly two and possibly three.

1. The first tithe commanded. In Leviticus 27 Moses gave
the law of tithing. “And all the tithe of the land, whether of
the geed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is Jehovah's:
it is holy unto Jehovah. And if a man will redeem avght of his
tithe, he shall add unto it the fifth part thereof. And all the
tithe of the herd or the flock, whatsoever passeth under the
rod, the tenth shall be holy unto Jehovah. He shall not search
whether it be good or bad, neither ghall he change it: and if
he change it at all, then both it and that for which it ia changed
shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed” (Lev. 27:30-383). We
note these instructions regarding the tithe: (1) They were to
give & tenth of all the inecrease of the land each year. This
consisted of the grain which grew on the land, the fruit from
the trees or vines. It also included a tithe of the herd and the
flock. (2) This was considered to be holy unto Jehovah (Lev.
27:83-32). (3) They seemingly had a specific time when they
did this tithing. When it came time to tithe the sheep and the
cattle, they would drive them under the rod. A counter would
take every tenth sheep or goat or cow and turn it aside, They
were not to substitute the animal in front or behind the tenth
one. If they did, then they had to give both the tenth one and
the one which they had tried to substitute. God took His
r:ha.m::es on that tenth anima! and expected them to do the
same |

The first tenth was to go for the support of the Levites.
The tithe from the other tribes was considered the inheritance
of the Levites since they did not receivé an inheritance of land
when Israel settled in Canaan. God’s instructions to Mosges
were: “And unto the children of Levi, behold, T have given
all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their
gervice of the tent of meeting” (Numbers 18:21).

When the tribe of Levi received the tithe from the other
eleven tribes, they in turn were to give a tithe of what they
had received to Aaron for the support of his family and the
priests. They had not received a land inheritance either. Jeho-
vah spake to Moses saying, “Moreover thou shalt speak unto

the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the Children
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of Israel the tithe which L have given you from them for your
inheritance, then ye shall offer up a heave-offering of it for
Jehovah, a tithe of the tithe . . . and thereof ye shall give
Jehovah's heave-offering to Aaron the priest” (Numbers 18:
26 and 28b). Thus we see God's care of His own. Through the
division of the land of Canaan, He had provided for the eleven
tribes. He provided for the tribe of Levi and the priests as
they ministered in the Tabernacle. i

2. The second tithe. After the first tithe had been taken,
Deuteronomy indicates that a second tithe was to be given out
of the nine-tenth’s remaining. This second tithe was to be used
for a sacred meal to be eaten as an act of worship wherever
God instructed. Later on the place was Jerusalem because that
is where the Tabernacle and later the Temple stood. This tithe
apparently was used to finance the various feasts and meals
which Jehovah required of His people. The offerer was also
supposed to share this meal with the Levites, since he had no
inheritance. (Read Deut. 14:22-27; 12:17-19.) If an Israelite
lived too far out to carry this tithe with him then he could
convert it into money and then purchase the necessary food in
Jerusalem (Deut. 14 :24-25).

8. The third year tithe. Deuteronomy 14:28-29 says, “At
the end of every three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe
of thine increase in the same year, and shalt lay it up within
thy gates: and the Levite, because he hath no portion nor in-
heritance with thee, and the sojourner, and the fatherless, and
the widow, that are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat
and be satisfied; that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in all
the work of thy hand which thou doest.” The Old Testament
does not make clear whether thiz refers to a third tithe every
three years or whether the second tithe was used completely
for the poor each third year, According to some ancient schol-
ars each third year the second tithe was to be given entirely to
the Levites and the poor. But according to Josephus (Antiqui-
ties, IV, VIII, 22), the Poor Tithe was actually a third one.

In summary, the Mosaic Law required the Jew to give
one-tenth of all his increase each year to support the Levitea
a8 they ministered to God in the Tabernacle. The Levites in
turn tithed to the priests so that they might have a living. In
addition to this, the eleven tribes were to give a second tithe
each year for the purpose of religious feasts in Jerusalem in
connection with the worghip in the Tabernacle or the Temple.
Each third year they gave a Poor Tithe. This went to the
Levites, widows, orphans, and the poor (Deut. 26:12-13).
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¥. DIVINE BLESSINGS ON THE TITHE

God's blessings are always commensurate with man’s re-
sponsibilities. At first glance, it appears that God had required
much of the Children of Israel in the amount of giving, but
God has neverrequiredmantuézlﬂtnﬂlmntherﬂmn what
He hag first blessed him with told them if they would
obey His commandments that He would bless them abundantly.
He =aid, “Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt
thou be in the field, Blessed shall be the fruit of thy ground,
and the fruit of thy beasts, the increase of thy cattle, and the

young of thy flock. Bless&dsha]lb-eth:.rbaaketand‘lhyhead
ing-trough. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out” {(Deut. 28:3-6).
Solomon exhorted the geopla of his day to “Honor Jehovah
with thy substance, an th the first-fruits of all thine in-
crease: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, And thy vats
shall overflow with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10).

Perhaps the most familiar of God’s promises to Israel is
found in Malachi 8:10-12, where God challengeﬂ Israel to:

Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house,
that there may be food in my house, and prove me
how herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if 1 will not
open you the mndnwa of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall notbermmmughtum
ceive it. And T will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground ; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before
the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts, And all
nations shall call you happy; for ye shall be a delight-
some land, saith Jehovah of hosts,

God is a loving and a generous God. He is the same today
as he was in Israel's day.
QUESTIONS — GIVING
DISCUSSION:
1. What is the first basic principle of Christian giving? —

2. Write the second principle of Christian giving?
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3. Summarize the giving required under the Mosaic law.

COMPLETE:
1. For an offering Cain brought

brought
. List four things the Bible says God owns.
a. &

and Abel

b. d.

. Melchizedek was the king of and
of God Mist High.

. What do these scriptures say God gives us?

a. James 1:5

b. Romans 6:23

¢. I Timothy 6:17

. lsrael gave the first tithe to the

because

they had no

. List three blessings God promised to Israel in Malachi 3:

10-12.

&,

b.

.
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Lesson Eleven

GIVING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

L The True Nature of Giving.
A. Tt is a grace.
B. Act of Worship.
1. Definite Res .
2. Worship is directed toward God.
C. Tt is an act of love.

II. Reasoms for Giving,.
A. Advance the work of the kingdom.
B. To develop spiritnality in the Christian,
1. A right attitude toward money.
2. Develop the Godlike quality of unselfishness.
C. Future Accountability.

Il. What is the Standard of Christian Liberality?
A. God iz the only ome who eam set the standard of
liberality.

B. More is required of the Christian than the Jew.

In the New Testament the subject of giving is very prom-
inent. The sacred writers have far more to say about the cor-
rect and incorrect usage of money than they do about baptism
and the Lord’s Supper combined. One third of our Lords
parables dealt with money. One verse in every six of the Syn-
optic Gospels deals with money.

L THE TRUE NATURE OF CGIVING

Many people fail to give as they should largely because
they do not understand the true nature of giving. Once a sin-

cere Christian sees the full meaning of this part of hia Chris-
tign liTe, it then becomes a joy and a bleasing to give.
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A. It is a grace, In II Corinthians 8:7 Paul speaks of
giving as a grace. “But as ye abound in everything, in faith,
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in
your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.” Webster
defines grace as “any spiritual gift or attainment.” We speak
of love, joy, peace as éﬁrisﬁan graces, Paul calls them “fruit
of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22). These graces are character-
igtics or attributes which the Spirit produces in the Christian's

life.

A grace is a definite spiritual quality of life which is not
inherent in the natural man, but which grows within his heart
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Man by nature iz selfish.
The first law of life is “self-preservation.” Man thinks of him-
self, his family, his needs and desires first. Only as he becomes
like God does he begin to put God and others before himself,

This being the case then, man learns to be unselfish and
learns to give just like he learns to do other things in the
Christian life. en an individual finds himself unable to give
freely to God, he should pray that God will enable him to have
the right attitude toward his money and to handle it in &
Christ-like manner, The ability to give freely, liberally, and
with the proper attitude and motives is a spiritual attainment
toward which every Christian should strive.

B. Aet of Worship, Many Christians look upon the offer-
ing as sort of a “n evil” to keep the bills paid. A
preacher said one time, “If I had my way, I would never take
an offering.” This preacher obviously did not understand the
true nature of giving. Instead of being a nuisance the
is a sublime act of worship to God.

God required all male Jews to attend the three major
feasts held each year: passover, pentecost, and the feast of
tabernacles. When thevy came, God said, "and they shall not
appear before the Lord empty: every man sha.IlGE]ive as he is
able, according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he
hath given thee” (Deut. 16:16-17). These feasts were a part
of their worship of Jehovah. He expected them to bring an
offering in proportion to their blessings. This was an act of

p+

The same concept is taught in the New Testament. In
Acts 2:42, Luke lists the worship of the early church. Along
with teaching, the Lord's Supper, and prayer, he adds “fellow-
ship.” This 2ame word is translated in Romans 15:26 as “con-
tribution.” The word “fellowship™ lLasically means “sharing."”
This sharing or giving by the New Testament Church was
congidered by the Holy Spirit to be worship of God.

Thie iz furthor rmed in I Cor. 16:2 where Paul in-
structs the church “Upon the first day of the week let avery
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one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come.” On the same day
that they worshipped God in prayer, in Bible study, and the
Lord's Supper, they were also to worship with their offerings.

To consider Christian giving as a dedicated act of worship
is to lift it out of the realm of the unimportant to that of a:

1. Definite Responsibility, Too many people view Chris-
tian giving as being a minor part of their Christian reaponsi-
bility. One gives as he feels like it and when convenient. ny
mple seldom “feel” like giving.) God told Israel not to appear

ore Him empty handed. The Christian today should eertain-
ly feel the same responsibility. The poet has caught the idea
in this verse,

"What giving again?’ I asked in dizmay.
*And must I keep giving and giving away?”
“Oh no,” said the angel, looking me through
“Just give till the Lord stops giving to you.™

2. Worship is directed toward God. Giving, as an act of
worship, should be to God. Many give to support the Tﬂmﬁhﬂ,
to build a building, or to meet some other expense. This, how-
ever, is a false concept. One’s giving should always be to God.
It may be used for some of these but in the heart of
the worshipper should be the thought that this is a gift to God.

In the loaf of the Lord's Supper one should see the body
of Christ. In the cup the blood of Christ is seen. Perhaps in
the bottom of the offering plate should be painted the hand of
Christ so that the Christian will be reminded that his offering
is given to Christ. The poet zaid:

*Give as you would to the Master,
H you met His loving look;
Give as you would of your substance
As if His hand the offering took."*

C. It iz an Aet of Love. Love ie the greatest motivating
power in the world. All Christian service should be primarily
motivated by love. Christian giving should also be done because
of love. Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and urged them
to “show ve therefore unto them in the face of the churches
the proof of your love, and of our gloryving on your behalf”
(II Cor. B:24). God, the =same as man, likes zome tangible
proof of love. This is one way we show it. John says, “My little
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue: but in dead
and in truth” (I John 3:18). God can often tell more about onr

1. Awthor Unknown
8. Awmihor Taknown.

95




LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

love for Him through the offering plate than by our claims of
love for Him,

It seems fitting that the offering plates should be placed
on the same table as the Lord's Supper. In the Lord’'s Supper
one sees the greatest picture or evidence of God's love that is
known to man. In the offering should be seen at least one evi-
dence of man’s love for God. Traly it should be to the Christian
& table of love, .

In summary, Christian giving is a grace or Christian
attainment that God develops in our lives through His Holy
Spirit. It is an act of worship of God. It is not an incidental
part of our Christian rience, but is a definite act of obedi-
ence and worship unto . It is an act of love motivated by
the love of God towards us and springing from the love of God
in our hearts. John states it clearly wfmn he says “we love
Him, because He first loved us” (I John 4:19).

II. REASONS FOR GIVING

A. Advence the work of the kingdom. Man lives in a
material world. It takes money or material wealth to carry on
God’s work in this world. It takes money to support the preach-
ing of the Gospel. Paul commends the Philippian church for
their generous support in the ing of the Gospel. They had
sent offerings to him during his work in Th nica (Phil.
4:15-16). They had auﬁpurted him in his preaching in Corinth
(II Cor. 11:9). They later sent a gift to him while he was a
prisoner in Rome. It takes money to care for the widow and the
orphan, to build church buildings, send missionaries, and print
Bibles. This reason for giving is apparent to eve:m&.

B. To develop spiritualily in the Christian. B P
for Christian giving is the pri one. The question inm
Why does God require us to give? The obvious answer is that
we might become like Him. It is true that God owne every-
thing. If He chose, He eould provide miraculously all the nee
that the Church has. This, however, would not develop Chris-
tian character and God-likeness in His children. All of God’s
laws and requirements are for our good. Paul in urging the
Corinthians to give, reminded them that God would increasge
the fruits of their righteousness, “You will be enriched in
avery way for great generosity” (II Cor. 9:11). Paul indicates
in this scripture that God would bless them and enrich them
gpiritually because they gave.

Jesus says “for where your treasure iz there will your
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). Anytime that an individual gives
to something he will have more interest in it. This i3z because
his money repreaenta a part of his life. When he has invested
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his life in something, then he is concerned shout it. Jesus
understood this prineiple, that if a man will put his money in
the kingdom of that thiz will be one means of reaching his
heart for the kingdom also. God wants the man not the money.
But he uses money to reach the man. In Luke 16:10-12, Jesus
teaches that money is a testing ground or a method which
God determines whether man is worthy of spiritual blessings.
He states that:

He that is faithful in very little is faithful also in
much: and he that is unrighteous in a very little is
unrighteous alao in much. If therefore ye have not
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have
not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will
give you that which is your own?

In this scripture money or material wealth is represented by
the words “little,” “unrighteous mammon,” “that which is
another’s” Spiritual riches are represented by the words
“much,” *“true riches,” “that which is your own.” Jesus says
that if we have not been faithful in our material wealth, if we
have not handled them right, then we will not receive the true
riches which are spiritual. In other words, when we learn to
handle our money right, then God will grant to us the greater
spiritual riches which He has in store for us, By the same
token, if a Christian failz to the test in handling his
money, then Jesus indicates that he will not receive great
spiritual blessings. It is a true statement that you never see a
truly spiritual man who is stingy. The reason being that his
gtinginesgs is the block which prevents God from filling his life
with true righteousness.

God requires us to give in an effort to instill within us:

1. A right attitude toward money. The Lord wants us to
develop the concept that money is our servant, not our master.
The poet has said:

Dug from the mountzin side,
Washed from the glen,
Servant am I

Or the master of men.'

When a Christian understands that God gives him mate-
rial blessings to be used for God and good, then hiz money
becomes his servant, Money can be used as a blessing in a
thousand ways when it is the servant of a Christian, but when
money becomes the master, a tragedy can result. A prime ex-
ample is the rich young ruler in Mark 10.

1. Autbor Unkowaa
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2. Develop the Godlike quality of unselfishness. There's
perhaps no characteristic more foreign to the nature of God
than that of selfishness and covetousness. God loved us s0 much
that He gave His Son. God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy, has no trace of selfishness in Him. He asks us to give
that we may develop this same spirit within ua.

A preacher was asked by the elders to issue a letter from
the church office stating that the church was not meeting its
budget and urginf the members to give more generously, One
of the members of the church, highly incensed at receiving the
letter, wrote the preacher a sharp reply. He concluded his
letter with these words: “It seems to me that all there is to
Christianity is give, give, give!" _‘ ;

Wisely the preacher did not answer the letter immediate-
ly. Some time later after much thought he wrote the member
this note: “Dear Sir: Thank you for writing and giving me
the best definition of Christianity that I have ever heard—
‘give, give, give!" ”

The more one studies Christianity the more he realizes
that the words “love” and “give” are inseparable and form
the basis of true Christian living.

C. Future Accountability., Jesus said, “For the Son of
man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and
then he ghall reward every man according to his works” (Matt.
16:27). Paul echoed the words of the Master when he wrote:
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things done in his body, accord-
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (II Cor.
5:10). The Hebrew writer reminds us that “it is appointed
unto men once to die but after this the judgment” (Hebrews
8:27). The song writer has expressed the idea of the future
judgment and its purpose in this verse: “There is coming a
day when to judgment we go, there to reap as in life we have
s0wn, 80 be careful each day what you do, what you say, for
you meet it again by and by."

When the scriptures tell us that we shall give an aceount
of the deeds done here on earth, it is evident that God will
examine our giving along with other acts of Christian service.
God rebuked the Jews for their greed and accused them of
robbing Him. When they asked wherein they had robbed Him,
He said “in tithes and offering. Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation” (Malachi
3}3-9}. I am sure that God will be lezz pleased with the Chris-
tian if he robs Him. Paul in Colossians 3 :5 speaks of covetous-
ness as being idolatry. This is a serious sin. It was so serious
that it cost the rich young ruler his eternal salvation. It is
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unthinkable that a Christian who has received every bl
imaginable, from God, would in turn rob Him by keeping
material blessings which belong to God. This is both ingrati-
tude and stealing. We must learn to give in the right propor-
tion as well as with the right ntl;itu£ and motive lest we be
condemned at the judgment of God.

On the cther hand, when we die, God will entrust to us
the true riches of eternity if we have been faithful in the use
of our money on earth. We will then hear Him say, “Well done,
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord"” Matt. 25:28).

John Rutledge was right when he said, “By doing gmd
with his money a man, as it were, stamps the image of God
}l:poh i‘l:; and makes it pass current for the merchandise of

SAVEN.

IOI. WHAT IS THE STANDARD OF
CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY?

Having seen that giving is a Christian grace, and also a
part of our worship of God, the logieal question arises, How
much should I give? What is liberal giv{ng

It is evident that man is not qualified to set the standard
of liberality. Because some who give 1% of their income be-
lieve that they are generous. Others who give 20% feel that
they are rendering only a reasonable service to God. Evidently
both groups are not right. That would create in the church a
situnation similar to ancient Israel when “every man did that
which wasg right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6).

A. God ts the only one who can set the standard of liber-
ality. In the scriptures there is no maximum amount that a
Christian can give. When it comes to how much he can give,
the sky is the limit. However, the Bible does indicate a mini-
mum or starting place for Christian giving. In Lesson 10 we
see that the Jew in the Old Testament gave a first tithe to
support the Lord’s work (Lev. 27:80-32; Num. 18:21-28). In
addition he gave a second tenth in worship of God (Deut. 12:
17-19). The righteous Jew also gave offerings in addition to
the tithe {Malachi 3:8).

B. More iz required of the Christian than the Jew. The
New Testament urges the Christian to give liberally (Acis
12:8) ; to give “bountifully” and cheerfully (II Cor. 9:6, 7).
Jesus told his disciples that “Except your righteousness ghall

exceed the rightecusness of the seribes and Pharizeea, ye shall
in no case enter the kingdom of heaven”™ (Matt. 5:20).
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Certainly God does not require less of the Christian than
He did of the Jew. Surely the Christian should begin with the
tithe and exceed that just as mueh as His love for God dictates,
and the necessities of life permit.

John G. Alber wrote:

To say that the principle of the tithe has been
abolished 1n Christ is to say that while in everything
else Christ has enlarged upon Moses, in this respect
the Gospel sounds a retreat; that Christianity has
lowered the standard of the virtue of liberality; that
with greater bleszsings than the Jew, the Christian
may, if he feels like it, give less for the sake of the
world than the Jew gave for the sake of Palestine;
that the Jew did more under a loveless law than the
Christian under the law of love.

That cold duty calls forth greater sacrifice
under the law than gratitude under the gospel; that
Sinai ie stronger than Calvary: that the outcome i=
better when Moses sternly drives than when Christ
lovingly draws; and that for the sake of the world
with all itz heathenism and sin we had better return
to the “yoke of bondage” of the Old Testament. Such

conjecture could not stand the light of reason if there
were no revelation.®

The Christian has a greater covenant with God (Hebrews
8:68). He has better promises under that covenant (Heb, 8:6:
IT Peter 1:4). He has a greater commiszion to carry the Guapei
to the whole world (Matt. 16:15-16). The needs are ater.
To meet these needs the Christian must give more than the
ggp:? be pleasing to Christ and to reach the world with the

QUESTIONS — GIVING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. II Cor. 9:6, 7—"But this I say, He which soweth

— shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
shall reap also bountifully. Every man

according as he purposeth in his , 30 let
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him give; not or of
forGodlovetha _ __ giver
. I Cor. 16:2—"Upon the — day of the week let
everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath

— him, that there be no : when
I come,”
. Matthew 5:20—"For 1 say unto vou, That except yvour
shall the

of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case
into the kingdom of heaven.”

COMFPLETE:

. Giving is a grace, A grace is
. List three (8} reazons why the Christian should give.
a.
b. e

C.

. What two (2) ideas are expressed in the statement that
giving is an act of worship? —

. List all the ressons you can why s Christian should give
more under grace than the Jew did under Law.
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Lesson Twelve

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

What is the misslon of the church?
What does missions mean?

Christianity is missionary by nature.
A. Christianity claims 10 be the only true religion.

B. ity’s view of mankind is that all have sinned
and need salvation which is in Christ.

C. Christ, the head of the church, was the world’s grestest
missionary.

Motives for missions.

A. A keen realivation of what we have in Christ and the
conscionsness of the world’s desperate need for it

B. The command of Christ.

C. Gratitude for salvation.

Who is responsible for missions?

Methods for missions.

A. Selection of preaching points.
B. Preaching and Prayer.
C. Paul established indigenous churches.

L. WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH?
The purpose of the church is expressed clearly and briefly

in Matthew 28:19-20. It is two-fold. First, the church is to
teach all men econeerning Christ, and bring them to saving
faith in Him, Then they are to baptize them into Christ (Matt.
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28:19). Secondly, the church is to continue to teach these
obedient believers until they are built up and established in
Him (Matt. EB:EH}.Thiaiameun]y tagk the church has; the
only reason for its existence. Its mission iz to bnni‘hla
Christ and to build them into the image of Christ.
%;nm is world wide. It continues as long as one soul :a

can say then that the evangelization of the world is the
mission of the church

I. WHAT DOES MISSIONS MEAN?

The most frequently used term for this world ev

the term miszsions. What do we mean by missions?
dictionary defines the noun *“mission” as ‘t.he act of mding,
or state of being sent, with certain powers, to do some spec:!al
service ;}—a calling, eape::ialljr to preach and spread a religion.”
The term “missions” is not in the New Testament. It came
from the Latin word, “Miito,” “I send.” A missionary i3 a
"sent-one” or “one gent on & mission.” It is synonymous with
‘.apoutle" (:rrom the Greek, Apostello, “I send"). The word

‘misgions” iz a modern term for the great purpose of the
church—world wide evangelizm,

IIl. CHRISTIANITY IS MISSIONARY BY NATURE

The gquestion is often asked, Why send missionaries to
other lands when they already have a religion? What is the
justification for sending millions of dollars and thousands of
missionaries, to convert other nations to Christianity? Would
it not be better to leave them alone where they are and not
disturb them with this new teaching? If Christianity is just a
religion among many religions and if Christ is a_Saviour
among many Saviours then there would be little point in going.
It tha is true, then there would be other ways of salvation
opm them.

justification for world missions is in the very nature
of {:hr.lsti- nity itself. There are at least two major things that
make Christianity missionary. These are its exclusive claims

and its view of mankind.

A. Christignity elaims to be the only true religion. This
claim brought it into conflict with the of the first
century and continues to create resentment among unbelievers
today. The Romans would gladly have given it a place among
the many religions of the empire but they objected to the
exclusiveness of the Christian faith. They resented its saying
that all other religions were false,

There iz no douht that the New Testament claims exclu-
siveness for its message. Jehovah is not ¢ God; He is the only
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God. Paul says, “we know that an idol is nothing in the world,
and that there is none other God but one” (I Cor. 8:4). Jesus
Christ is not a Saviour ; He is the only Saviour of men. Speak-
ing of Jesus, Peter sniif, “there ie no other name under heaven
iven among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12),
is iz why Christianity iz missionary. “If the gospel
is the only message that can offer men eternal life—then how
can I keep quiet? Can I rejoice in my salvation, knowing that
others are dying without that salvation? Must I not feel as
Paul did when he wrote to the Romans, ‘T am a debtor . . . to
preach the g;m I to you' (Romans 1:14-15) ™ .

B. Ck ity's view of mankind is that all have sinned
and need the salvation which tz tn Christ. Salvation means to
be saved from sin and from the results of sin. There was a
firm belief that sin had alienated the whole world from God
by corrupting the nature of man and had brought condemna-
tion and death. *“All have ginned” (Romans 3:23) and no one
can save himself from it. Only in Christ can salvation from
sin be found. This belief was the compelling force that sent
the early Christians away from home and family to face hard-
ship, persecution, and death to ca this saving message to
those dying in sin. These two beliefs of the church make
Christianity missionary by its very nature.

. C. Christ, the head of the church, was the world’s greatest
misgionary. A third reason for missions is the example of
Christ. Jeaus not only taught missions, and comman mis-
sions, but He Himself was the greatest missionary in history.
John wrote, “God sent His only begotten Son into the world,
that we might believe through Him" (I John 4:9). Jesus
Christ then was 8 missionary, a “sent one.” He was sent from
heaven to earth with a definite purpose. The Lord told what
that purpose was when He zaid, “the Son of man is come to
geek and to save that which was loat” (Luke 19:10). Again He
gaid, “T came down from heaven not to do my own will but
the will of him that sent me" (John 6:88). His purpose was
the same gs any missionary today. He was sent to save those
who were lost—"dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).
When we do missionary work today, we are continuing the
great program begun by our Lord when He left heaven and
came to earth to make salvation posgible for all men.

IV. MOTIVES FOR MISSIONS

A motive is something that prompts one to act. It is a

force that moves or impells one to do something. What are the
proper motives for going as a missionary or in sending othera?

1. Cook, Harold, R., An Iniroduction fo ths Study of Christlon Missions, page 18
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There are many motives which tug at the heart of the true
believer but we will mention only a few. _ _

A. A keen realization of what we have in Christ and the
conseiousness of the world's desperate need for it. When a man
truly sees Christ and understands what He has done for him,
he can never be happy until he shares Him with another. When
one realizes that cannot live without Christ, then he can
not bear to think of other men living without Him. After hav-
ing tasted of the water of life, he can not stand idly by and see
another die for lack of thig same water. Herein liea one of the
greatest motives for world evangelism. .

If a Christian will look at the rross of Calvary until the
true meaning of what Christ did there is clear, then he can
never be selfish with the message of love expressed in Christ.

Thig is the meaning of John 3:16. God so loved that He
gave His Son to save lost men. Jesus loved and gave His life
as a ransom for them. (Rom. 5:6-8.) We today as God's chil-
dren must continue this search until every lost ther of ours
and child of God is found and brought safely hack to his
heavenly Father,

B. The commnnd of Chriat. Jesug not only taught and
practiced missions, He also commanded it. All four Gospels
and the Acts give the great commission in one form or an-
other. Matthew 28 :18-20 “And Jesus came to them and
spake unto th saying, All authority hath been given unto
me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples
of all nationg, baptizing them unto the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, T am
with you always, even unto the end of the world” Mark re-
corded it in a somewhat shorter form. “And he said unto them,
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that disbelieveth ghall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16).
Luke gives the commission in these words, “And he said unto
them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise
again from the dead the third day: and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem™ (Luke 24:46-49). John
tells us that when Christ first appeared to Hig disciples after
His resurrection he said, “as my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you” (John 20:21). Again in Acts 1:8 we have another
expression of the same command. “But ve ghall receive power,
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
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For one who has never acknowl the Lordship of
Christ, His commandment has no force. But if one has whole-
heartedly submitted to the authority of Christ, he will find his
greatest pleasure in earnestly carrying out His will. He will
rejoice in the honor of being an ambassador for Christ, seek-
ing to reconcile man to God (II Cor. 5:18-20). )

The believer should obey the Lord’s command ly be-
cause of who He is: the head of the church, the Lord of Lords
and the King of Kings. It should be a joyous privilege to do so.
However, there is the added motive of judgment, if one does
not obey. Many people think they can have their Christianity
“with or without missions.” Many church leaders will aamply
dismiss the subject with the statement, “I do not believe in
misgions.” Others will neglect to do a thing about it just as
th Christ had never spoken or given a command.

) Christiana wauﬁ shrink from the t.huu:ht of leav-
ing out the command of baptism in the great commission, yet

will freely ignore the part where Jesus says “go ye into all the
world” l_’gdark 16:15). The same Lord that commanded bap-
tism, also commanded that the Gospel be carried to the entire
world. Man has not been gwe:n the privilege of part
EE_E the Lord’s command and ignoring the rest. He does at

is own

In 1I Cor. 5: 10, Paul speaks of his appearance before the
judgment seat of Christ to give an account of his life. He then
says, “knowing therefore the terror of the wepeﬂuadu
men” (II Cor. 5:11). With Paul, his preaching 1 was
not simply a matter of choice. The Lord hndzpoksn
the terror of the Lord upon the discbedient, he feared not to
obey. He further clarifies his feelings when he says, “For if 1
preach the g'oagel I have nothing to glory of ; for necessity is
laid upon me; nrwneiauntnme,:prmchnutth& l"

(I Cor. 9:16). Christiang today must thia holy fear
Gndtnnd evangelize the wcrrld or face ;f is wrath at the Juda'
men

C. Gratitude for Sa-hmﬁ-oﬂ The newspapers reported the

gtory of a man w ohadbeenhenledufndr&nddimmbya
doctor. In an effort to express his undying love and gratitude
to the doetor, he rented a large bill-board on & main highway,
On it, in large letters, he placed the doctor's name and told the
story of his healing.

The sinner who has been healed of the ma of gin, by
God’s grace, should never cease to tell the world of the saving
grace that is in Christ, our great physician. This should be a
compelling motive for missions. We are saved to save uthera.
Paul savs, “T-am dobtor . g0 muoch ne in me ig, I am ready to

preach the Gospel” {Rumans 1:14-15).
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¥. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MISSIONS?

Jesus gave the great commission to the Apostles. How-
ever, it was not theirs alone to ca out. The early church
cl understood that it was the of every believer,

ilip was one of the first deacons but he became such
an effective preacher that he was later called “Philip the
Evangelist” (Acts 21:8). When the church was scattered from
Jerusalem following the death of Stephen, it says “therefore
they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching
the word” (Acts 8:4). Thiz was not the Apostles, for they
remained in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). These were the members
of the church. Every believer was a preacher in the true sense
of the word, In Revelation 22:17 is recorded Christ’s last great
commission to his diseiples. “And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is
athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the water of
life freely.” Everyone that hears, in the sense of believing and
Wﬂg. is to immediately begin calling others to the water

e,

__ Who is to do missionary work? Every Christian is, in-
dividually and corporately as the church. Every Christian
should feel a sense of divine mission to both go and send. He
should first go to those in his own neighborhood. The Lord
may also call him to tnother?ands.ﬂhedmnutﬁm
foreigm lands, then he should do his utmost to provide for those
who do go. The Lord will not ask at the judgment, “What did
your church do for missions?’ But will agk, “What did wou
do? Until each believer feels this personal responsibility, the
world will not be won for Christ.

“Lord, Thou hast giv'n to me a trust,
A high and holy dispensation,
To te%ht;le worl&f, %nh:tel Ii'].nu‘fvt' -
story o at salvation;
Thou might'st have se?:treﬁnm heav'n above
Angelic hostsa to tell the story,
But in Thy condescending love,
On men Thou hast conferred the glory.

“Let me be faithful to my trust,
Talling the world the story;
Press on my heart the woe,
Put in my feet the go;
Let me be faithful to my trust,
And use me for Thy glory."!

1. Qooted in The Bible Barls of Misrioms, Robert Hall Glover, Bible House of Les
Angeles, 1846, page 08,
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YL METHODS FOR MISSIONS.

The mention of missionary methods immediately calls to
mind the hook of Acts. In this book, God has furnighed His
church with the finest textbook on missions in existence, One
writer speaks of Acts as “the authorized Missionary Manual
of the charch,”:

Books have been written on the missionary methods con-
tained in Acts. The mention of a few will suffice for this study.

A. Selection of preaching poinis. Paul did not seeming
lay out his entire itinerary on a tour but rather left room for
the Holy Spirit to guide him. However, there iz & pattern to
Paul’s preaching points on his tours.

Wherever possible the Apostle Paul followed Roman
roads. The reason being that over these roads flowed the
stream of commerce from one important city to another. Paul
chose cities because of their strategic importance for trade,
politics, or education. Antioch, of Syria, for instance, had a
R;pulatiun of about 500,000, It was the third metropolis of the

editerranean world and was the home of the Imperinl legate
of Syria. This was an ideal place for Paul to concentrate his
efforts because of the great influence thiz city could have on
the world about it.
_ Cyprus, though a small island, pm'nded an excellent start-
ing point for evangelization because it lay within easy reach
of three continents and was a convenient center of trade.
Corinth was the commercial and political capital of the prov-
ince of Asia. Here Paul spent nearly three years. Paul would
plant the church in central stra ic locations. He then left the
local r.hnrch to evangelize surroun areas,
ing and prayer. When Paul had chosen a field
of Iahor he then proceeded to establish a chureh by preaching
and teaching (cf. Acts 14:1: 17:1-8, 17; 18:5; 19:8-9). Paul
knew of no way for lost men to be saved emept through the
medium of pmmﬁi He told the Corinthians, “It was God's
pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save
that believe” (T Cor. 1:21). This preaching was easential
to produce faith. *“So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by
the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). In Romans 10:14 he ex-
presses the vital need for preaching as he wrote, “But how
are men to call upon him in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
.Fmd how are they to hear without a preacher? To Paul,
was the means chosen uqudmbringmﬁntnGhmt
andesta igh churches.

—_—

2. Glover, The Fible Basis of Miamions, page 2§
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Prayer was another chief method used by Paul. Through-
out his letters, he asked for the prayers of his fellow Chris-
tians and assured them of his prayvers for them. He asked for
prayers for the spread of the gospel (IT Thes. 3:1); for his
deliverance from gma.t perils (I1 Cor. 1:10-11) ; that the Jew-
ish Christians in lem m:ghi: accept the nﬂ"ermgs of the
Gentiles (Rom. 15:80-81); and that he might be given the
opportunity to preach the guapel message (Col. 4:3). He also
W{II ]:éi_s5 ;:nnverts that he was in continual prayer for them

1

Paul depended on his personal prayer life as the drivin
force of his life. He used prayer as a method becanse it unfail-
ingly brought results for the advancement of the ki

C. Paul established indigenous churches. By in lzenuuu
is meant that the church was self-governing, self-supporting,

and self- s;&opaga
-guveming From the study of Acts we learn that
Paul lild not oversee the church any longer than was necessary
to develop leadership. This is evident on his first missionary
tour. Paul and Barnabas established churches in Antioch of
Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. As they returned con-
firming and exhorting the churches, Luke records, “and when
they had appointed elders for them in every church, with
prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom
they believed” (Acts 14:23). In Acts 20 we note there were
elders in the church at Ephesus {ef. Phil. 1:1). Titus is in-
structed to appoint elders in every city on the island of Crete
(Titus 1:5). These local leaders continued the teaching and
oversesing of the church while Paul moved to another field,

2. Self-supporting. Self-support was the second principle
followed by Paul. By self-support iz meant that the individual
church took care of ita own financial needs. There are in-
stances of one church lending assistance to a sister congrega-
tion when they were in need. For example, Antioch sent relief
to Jerusalem (Acts 11:27-30). Paul collected benevolent gifts
throughout Asia and Greece for the poor saints in Judea (I
Cor. 16:1, 2; Romans 15:31). However, there is no evidence
that a church received money for their regular expenses.

Paul instrueted the churches in Galatia to support those
who taught them the word. “Let him who received instruction
in the Word (of God) =hare all good things with his teacher—
contributing to his support” (Galatians 6:6, Amplified). Paul
writes to Timothy, “Let the elders who rule well be considered
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preach-
ing and teaching” (I Tim. 5:17, R8v). This principle of self-
support should receive careful attention today. Consgiderable
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harm can be done by making the native church dependent for
its existence on the money supplied by the missionaries. It can
rob the native Christians of spiritual growth and blessings de-
rived from & life of faith. It can cause the church to shirk its
responsibility for the local work. If, however, they are proper-
ly taught and given the responsibility for their own affairs,
they will usually respond in a commendable way. It certainly
worked in the first century. It should work in the twentieth.

8. Self-propagation. This principle is dependent to a great
extent upon the enactment of the previous two. For when a
church is net self-governing and self-supporting, it rarel
self-reproducing. This principle is evident in the ew
Testament is as seen, for example, in the Tesszalonian breth-
ren. Paul says, “For not only has the word of the Lord sounded
forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in
God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say any-
thing" (I Thess. 1:8). In the majority of cases the native
workers can win their own people much faster than a foreigner
can. The other wvital fact is that when Paul taught these
churches to evangelize those around them, he was enlisting
every Christian in the work of the ministry and not just a
few paid workers. This is teaching the whole church to min-
ister (Ephesians 4:11-12). This prineciple iz also valid and
necessary today.

QUESTIONS — THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
COMPLETE:

1. Why iz Christianity missionary by its very nature?

2. What type of cities did Paul choose to plant new churches?

3. Wha.ti to vou, is the greatest motive for doing missionary

110



THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

List the three (8) characteristics of an indigenous church.
a.
bl

c.

How would you answer this objection: “The great commis-
sion was given only to the Apostles. I am not respongible

for it.”

DEFINE THESE WORDS:

1.

I SR U

Missionary—
Indigenous—
Mission—
Motive—
Commission—
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Lesson Thirteen

THE COMING OF THE LORD

L The Certainity of His Coming.

TH.

Iv.

A. Some douht His return.

B. The evidence for His coming.
1. By Jesus Himself.
2. The testimony of angels.

3. The testimony of the Apostles.
4. Proof from type.
5. The witness of the Lord’s Supper.

The Manner of His Coming.

A. Visihly.

B. With the clonds.

C. In Glory with the angels.

D. In convulsions of physical nature.

The Time of His Coming.

The Christian’s Response to His Coming.
A. Separstion from the world.
B. A persomnal holiness.

1. Sinecerity.

2. Sobriety.

3. Unselfishness.

4. Patience.

3. Faithfulness.

C. Watchfulness.
D. Working.
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There is no truth in the Bible more important than that
of our Lord’s return to earth. His first coming was to obtain
galvation for man. The second coming will be to receive those
who through faith and cbedience have obtained that salvation
(Hebrews 7 :28). .

The importance of this doctrine is seen in the attention
and emphasis given to the second coming in the Word of God.
One man has estimated that one-fifth of the entire New Testa-
ment is directly concerned with the Lord's return. Four of
Jesus' parables teach concerning it. One illustration of this
emphasis is in the First Theasalonian letter. Paul concludea
each chapter with a reference to the Lord's return (I Thess.
1:10; 2:19; 3:18; 4:15-18; 5:23). Paul referred to it so often
that they concluded that the second coming was immediate.
He wrote 11 Thessalonians to correct this view,

One cannot read the New Testament without sensing the
gtarlﬂa;pot this doctrine occupied in the thinking of the early

u i

I. THE CERTAINTY OF HIS COMING

. A. Some doubt Hig return, Nothing is more clearly taught
in the New Testament than that Christ will come again. This
is the t expectation of all true Christians. Yet there are
some who do not believe that He is coming again in peraon to
the earth. Peter foretold that there would be such men on the
earth. The Apostle said, “in the last days mockers shall come
with mockery, walking after their own lusts, and saying,
Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the day that
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation” (II Peter 8h, 4).

Because the Lord delays His coming, many have concluded
that He will not come. The evil servant made the same errone-
ous conclusion to his everlasting sorrow in the parable which
Jesus gave in Matthew 24 :45-51.

In addition to those who reject Christ's personal return
there are others who try to explain it away. One group of
religious leaders believe that as Christ’s gospel reaches more
P:e[:lple that in some sense this iz the fulfillment of His prom-
i return. The only coming of Christ as they see it, is when
He comes into the hearts of each individual. This is not the
teaching of the New Testament,

Another group insists that Jesus came in a spiritual sense
in 1914, The Bible teaches that Christ returned in the Spirit
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Jesus told His Apostles, “Lo,
T am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matt.
28:20). Jesus had also zaid, “If any man love me, he will keap
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my word : and my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him,and e ur s Finki G i) Gre b
been with His church spiri e
gecond coming as taught in the Bible is a personal, vigible
coming.
B. The evidence for His coming. There is no lack of evi-
dence that Jesus will come to earth again. Hebrews 10:37
states, “He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”
The prophecy of His second coming antedates even His first
advent, being prophesied by Daniel in the Old Testament. “I
saw in the night visions, and there came with the clouds of
heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the
ancient of days, and they brought him near before him"
(Daniel 7:13). The references to it in the Old Testament are
few and somewhat obscure. It remained for the New Testa-
:ni‘];ttn clarify this great event, The first proof of His coming
s given:

1. By Jesus Himself. He told the Sanhedrin, “Henceforth
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power,
and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26: 64). Enrlier.
He had expressed the same promise to the disciples saying,
““Then shall appear the of the Son of man in heaven: and
then shall all tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power
and ry” (Matt. 24:30). His best loved promise is
found in J. 14:8, “And if T go and prepare a place for you
Ioomeagam, and will receive you unto myself: that wh mf

may be also.” Many years after Jeaus had re-

tnmed ’bo eaven, He flashed this reassuring news to earth
through the pen of the Apostle John, “Behold, I come quickly;
and my reward is with me, torendertneachmmaucmﬂmg
aa his work is" (Rev. 22:12). The very last message in the
Bible is, “He who testifieth these things zaith, Yea: T come
suickly. Amen: come, Lord Jesus” {(Rev. 22:20). Jesus zaid,
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
w-!! away” (Matt. 24:35). Jesus =aid He would come again,

be sure that Christ will keep His word.

2. The testimony of angels. As the Apostles stood on the
Mount of Olives watching their beloved Lord ascend into heav-
en, suddenly their minds were drawn back to earth by the
appearance of two men—evidently angels—in white a I
who said, “Ye men of Galiles, why stand ye looking into
en? thiz Jesus, who was received up from you into hemen,
shall 80 come in like manner as ye beheld him going into
heaven™ (Acts 1:11)., The scriptures tell us that the angels
will accompany Him on His return. Certainly they should
know about it and their testimony is trustworthy.
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8. The testimony of the Apostles. The Apostle Peter is
very emphatic as to the Lord's return as he refutes those who
deny it (11 Peter 3:1-14). Peter tells us that the Lord is not
slack concerning His promise to return but is long suffering,
not wishing that any should perish but that all should come
to repentance. Then he says, “But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief: in the which the heavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent
heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be
burned up"ﬁn Peter 3:10; of. Acts 3:19-21; I Peter 1:3-13;
4:12,13:5:4).

John adds his voice to the many witnesses to' Christ’s
return by saying, “Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and
every eye shall see him, and they that pierced him; and all the
tribes of the earth shall mourn over him. Even so, Amen”
(Revelation 1:7). He further exhorts the Christians to “Abide
in Him ; that, if he shall be manifested, we may have boldness,
and not be ashamed before him at his coming™ (I John 2:28).
John also reveals this wonderful thought when he says, “Be-
loved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made
manifest what we ghall be. We know that, if he ghall be mani-
fested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is"
{I John 8:2).

The Apostle Paul, more than the other Apostles, taught
and rejoiced in the fact of the Lord’s return. The glorious
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, was “the bles hope"
toward which Paul ever directed the minds of his readers.
“Ye yourselves know perfectly,” said Paul, “that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (I Thess. 5:1-11).
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God”
{4:13-17). “As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many:; and unto them that look for Him shall He sppear
the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:27-28;
cf. Acts 17:30-31: Rom. 2:16; 8:16-25; 13:11: I Cor. 1:7:
4:5:11:26: 15:28, 50-62: Phil, 2:16: 3:20; Col. 8:1-4: 1 Thess.
1:9-10; 2:19; 3:11-18; II Thess. 1:7-12; 2:1-10; IT Tim. 4:6-
8: Titus 2:18; Rev, 6:12-17; 14:14-15: 16:15-21; 20:7-15).

4. Proof from type. God filled the Old Testament with
shadows or dim reflections of events and institutions that
would appear in the New Testament. These foreshadowings
are called types. Many of these types are to be found in the
Tabernacle. Aaron, the first High Priest of the Tabernacle,
was a type of Christ, who is our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14).
Once & year on the Day of Atonement, Aaron would enter the
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Holy of Holies with the blood of animals, to make atonement
fﬁr the s]ms ug Igrael, Fol]owg]ng this he wml& “mti béllik to

e people and pronounce a blessing upon them wi as-
surance that their sins had been taken away by the atonement
made on the Merey Seat {cf. Numbers 6:24-28).

Our great High Priest did not make an atonement for us
upon a Mercy Seat here on earth but has entered “into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us" (Heb.
9:24). Christ having offered Himself as a sacrifice to put
away sin, now waits for Hig second return to earth to redeem
those who are His. The Hebrew writer states it like this, “So
Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many,

all appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait
for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). Since Christ has
fulfilled the first part of this type, we are certain He will
complete the second part.

5. The witneas of the Lord’s Supper. We no think
of the Lord's Supper as pointing back to Calvary. Like the
erogs, the Lord's Supper also points in two directions, It is
God’s signpost pointing back to Calvary and forward to His
return. Paul told the Corinthians, “For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink the cup, ve proclaim the Lord’s death till he
come’ (I Cor. 11:26). Each Lord’s day, as the Christian medi-
tates on Calvary and the love of God as seen in the sacrifice of
Christ, he should also look forward to his complete redemption
when Christ comes again. Each week the saints of God should
remind themselves that they are one week nearer the Lord's re-
turn. This should be a joy and a strength to keep them faithful
to the end. This thought should also awaken one to the brevity
of time and the need for earnest effort in saving lost souls.

With all this assurance that Jesus will come again, we
can rest our souls with the Apostle Peter who said, “For we
did net follow cunningly devised fablez, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (II Peter 1:16). And
heed his further advice when he says, “Wherefore girding up
the loins of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly
on the grace that is to be brought unto vou at the revelation
of Jesus Christ” (I Peter1:13).

. THE MANNER OF HIS COMING.

The scripture also gives much detail as to the manner of
the Lord's return. Here are a few descriptions of His coming.
A. Vigibly. The angels told the Apostles “this Jesus, who
was received up from you into heaven, shall s0 come in like
manner @8 ye beheld going into heaven” (Acts 1:11),
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Their!had been standing on the Mount of Olives talking to Him.
Az He lifted up His hands to bless them, His feet lifted from
the ground and He began to ascend toward Heaven. As He
moved upward, a bright cloud received Him out of their sight
{Luke 24:50, 51; Acta 1:9). The Apostles were talking to Him,
and they saw Him depart and go toward Heaven. They con-
tinued to look as long as they could eateh a glimpse of Him.
The scripture says that He will come again in like manner.
Revelation 1:7 says, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him and they also which pierced Him.”
One will not need to guess about His coming. Jesus said it
would be “as the lightning cometh forth from the east, and
is seen even unto the west: so shall be the coming of the Son
of man” (Matt. 24:27). Those living on earth will see Him!

B. With the elouds. Cloudas have always had a zpecial
place in God's redemptive work. God came down on Mount
Sinai in a eloud (Ex. 24:16). He also came down on the Mount
of Transfiguration in a clond (Matt. 17:5). Israel waa led
through the wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night (Ex. 13:21). Pzalms 104:3 speaks of God *“who
maketh the clouds his chariot.” Jesus left in a cloud. He will
return on one, “They shall see the Son of Man coming in the
elouds of heaven with r and great glory” (Matt, 24:30).
One man said that uﬂiﬁn& he saw a bright cumulus cloud
in the heavens, he found himself subconsciously searching it
for the face of His Master. The clouds should be a silent re-
minder that Jesus is coming again.

C. In Glory with the engelz. “But when the Son of man
shall come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall
he sit on the throne of his glory” (Matt. 25:31), When Jesus
cormes in it will be the triumphant march of a conquering
king, “For the Lord himself shall deacend from heaven, with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first” (I Thess. 4:16).
IT Thess. 1:7 says, “The Lord Jesuz shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels.” Jesus came the first time as
& babe in Bethlehem. He came quietly and unobserved by most
of the earth. The second time will be as a king and all the earth
will know it. The first time He came in humility, the second
time will be glorious. He will be accompanied by the hosis
of heaven. Hiz ride into Jerusalem on the donkey is called the
“Triumphal Entryv.” His second coming will truly be the
Lord’s “Triumphant Re-entry” to this earth.

Paul tells us that Jesus will descend from heaven with a
“shout” (I Thess. 4:16). This is translated “a cry of com-
mand” (REV); “a loud ery of summons” (Amplified). Exactly
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what this ery or shout is, we do not know. Some have thought
that it ig the shouts of the heavenly host coming with Jesus.
This seripture also says there will be the *voice of the arch-
angel” or the “archangel's call.” The archangel may be calling
the company of the redeemed to join their redeemer (Matt.
24:31). g’hm evidently refers to those who will be alive when
Jesus returns.

Paul astates that Christ’s coming will be heralded by the
trumpet of God. Paul calls it “the last trump” and adds, “for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed” (I Cor. 15:52). As the
voice of the archangel calls those who are alive, the trumpet
may be used to raise the saints from the dead (cf. John 5:28-
29). Together they will be caught up together in the clouds
“to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord” (I Thess. 4:17).

D. In Convulsionz of physical noture. The earth itself
shall respond to the coming of ita creator. Jesus said, “But im-
mediately after the tribulation of those days the sun shall be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavena shall be
ghaken: and then shall appear the zign of the Son of man in
heaven . . ."” (Matt. 24:29), Romans 8:19-22, describes nature
as longing for the time when it will be set free from its bond-
age to decay and enjoy & new freedom. This no doubt is real-
ized in the new earth Peter mentions (II Peter 8:18).

. THE TIME OF HIS COMING

Since the day that Christ ascended to the Father, men
have been speculating as to the time of His return. The Chris-
tians in Thessalonica were so sure that He would come in their
lifetime, that some seem to have quit work (II Thess. 2-3).
William Miller set the date for His coming as 1843. Pastor
Charles I. Russell said it would be in 1914. Obviously all these
dates were in error. A few years ago a special asaistant to the
Postmaster General, in Washington, D.C., received a call ask-
ing that he issue a commemorative stamp for the second com-
ing of Christ. He was dumbfounded by the unusual request.
However, he answered ; “If you will tell me the exact time and
place, I'll be ready with the issue.” The caller hung up.

When the newspapers published this incident, the post
office department received a dozen letters from readers say-
ing they knew the time and place. However, the stamp was
Werﬂi';lil:'nd because the dates ranged from July 1861 to the
year !
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The Bible is very clear as to the certainty of His return.
The one thing that is not revealed is the fime of His return.
The Lord settled this question of setting dates when He said:
“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the

s which are in heaven, neither the Som, but the Father”
(Mk. 18:32). If the angels in heaven do not know, neither the
Son, it is certain that no man knows. Jesus told the Apostles,
“It ia not for you to know the times or the seassons, which the
Father hath put in his own power” (Acts 1:7). All that man
needs to know is how to be ready for the Lord’s return.

IV. THE CHRISTIAN'S RESPONSE TO HIS COMING

In view of the certainty of Christ’s return, the question
should be asked: what should be the Christian’s %bu
this? It is obvious that if one honestly believes this ine,
it will have a powerful effect upon his life and thinking. Un-
doubtedly the reason why many who profess to believe it and
;i%t are 50 apathetic, ia that in reality they do mot believe it.

e scriptures teach that this doetrine truly believed will pro-
duce many blessed changes in the life of the Christian. Here
are some of them:

A. Separation from the world. Paul exhorts Titus that
the 1 of Christ teaches the “denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live sobgrly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the

on:ious appearing of the great God and our Saviour .Te_aun
rist” (Titus 2:12, 13). Peter makes the same application
when he says in II Peter 3:11, “See then that all these
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to
be in all holy conversation and godliness.”™ John almost
the same thing in I John 2:15-17. As he speaks of the second
coming when "“‘the world passeth away and the lust thereof”
he calls upon Christians to “love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world.”

This is a logical response to the second coming doctrine.
If “the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned
up” it iz obvious that man should not cling to that which God
has consigned to destruction.

Therefore, we are directed to regard the world
ag under divine condemnation, and to distinetly sep-
arate ourselves from it. The prudent person steers
clear of a condemned building, knowing it is danger-
ous. S0 onght God’s saints to dissociate themselves
from the sinful world, They know that the wrath of
God Is againsat it, and have apprised beforeshand

118




LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

that it is destined for destruction at Christ's return.
‘Remember Lot’s wife’ (Luke 17:20-87).

B. A Personal Holiness. Peter says, “Wherefore, beloved,
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be
found of him in peace, without spot, and elesg” (II Peter
8:14). John reasons along the same principle when he says,
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see him as he is"
{F John 3:2). As the practical application of this hope, he then
remarks: “and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure” (I John 3:3),

egatively, our response to Christ's return should be to
repudiate all worldly lust. Positively, we should “live soberly,
Izl;ﬁ];tmusly, and Godly in this present world,” as we anticipate
“that blessed hope" (Titus 2:12-13).

The ney of Chriat’s return is the motivation for
all phases of Christian living. We list a few: )

(a) Sincerity. Paul prays that the Philippians “may
apgrove the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere
and void of offence unto the day of Christ; being filled with
the fruits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ,
unto the golory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:10, 11).

(b) briety. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that “the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night . . . therefore
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober™
(I Thess. 5:2, 8). Evidently the term sober in this connection
means sober as opposed to being drunk. It is horrible to con-
template that a person would be drunk on the t occasion
of the Lord's eoming; yet the Lord also warned against this
awful sin as He sald, “and take heed to vourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunk-
enness, and cares of this life, and so0 that day come uw
unawares” {Luke 21:34). What horror to be found in a
state at His coming! The Christian watching for his Lord will
be zober.

(¢} Unsgelfishness (gentleness, forbearance). Paul ex-
horts the Philippians to “let all men know and perceive and
recognize your unselfishness—your considerateness, your for-
bearing spirit. The Lord is near—He is coming soon™ (Philip-
pians 4 :5, Amplified).

(d) Patience. The Hebrew writer says, “for ye have need
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, tge might
receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall
come will come, and will not tarry” (Heb. 10:38, 37). This
1. Blakely, Fred 0., The Apostly’ Doctring, Volume 1, Page 164,
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patience is a stedfastness, an enduring to the end, waiting for
His coming. In this same connection, Peter urges the

tians to endure trials and persecution that “the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter

1:7).

(e) Faithfulness, The coming of the Lord is held as an
incentive to faithfulness on the part of Elders in shepherding
God's flock, the church. “And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away"
(I Peter5:4).

C. Watchfulness, At least 50 times the New Testament
callz upon the church to “wateh” for the Lord's return. “Watch
therefore: for ye know not on what your Lord cometh”
(Matt. 24 :42), “Watch therefore, for ye not the day nor
the hour” {Matt. 25:18). “What I say unto you I say unto all,
watch” (Mark 18 :87), Peter echoes his Lord's words when he
ingista that the Christian should always be “looking for and
emexlérfy desiring the coming of the day of Ged” (II Peter
3:12; of. Luke 21:7-36; Phil. 3:20-21; I Cor. 1:7; I Thess.
1:10; I1 Thess. 5:5).

Watchfulness on the part of a Christian indicates faith.
He believes his Lord is coming. Therefore he is watching and
waiting. Watchfulness indicates a desire for His coming. We
are urged to earnestly anticipate “that blessed hope” of the
Saviour’s return from heaven (Titus 2:18). This anticipation
of deliverance gives courage and stedfastness as we fight “the

fight of faith.” Alexander Maclaren asks, “If professing

istians lived with the great white throne and the heavens
and the earth fleeing away before Him that sits on it, ever
burning before their inward eye, how could they wallow amid
the mire of animal indulgence?" The answer is that the true
believer will “abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is
good” because of the blessing and rewards which Christ will
bnn%mﬂxH:m {Romans 12:9).

. Working. Paul, in urging Timothy to preach the word
faithfully and fully, strives to motivate him first of all by the
coming of Christ when He says, “I charge thee therefore be-
fore God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at His appearing and hiz kingdom, preach the
word...” (Il Tim. 4:1, 2a),

In the parable of the talents, which Jesus gave in Mat-
thew 25, the motive for using the talents was that the Lord
would return and demand a reckoning. The parable of the

1, Blalgsly, Fred Q. The Aportiar” Dectring, Volome I, Page 362
121



LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Waiting Servants and of the Wise Steward says, “blessed is
that servant whom his Lord when He cometh, shall find zo
doing” (Luke 12:48). When we stand before the ju of the
universe we will want to hear Him say, “Well done.” We have
no promise that He will say “well done” unless we have done
well.

Christians in every generation have looked for and ex-
pected Jesus to come in their lifetime. This is as it should be.
The anticipation of His coming moves the Christian to live
righteously, watch faithfully and work diligently. One day
Christ assuredly will come. We must be ready.

Some golden daybreak, Jesus will come;
Some golden daybreak—battles all won;
He'll shout the victory—break through the blue;
Some golden daybreak—for me, for you.

QUESTIONS — THE COMING OF THE LORD

TRUE - FALSE

1. Very little is said in the New Testament about the
second coming.

2. The Bible says Jesus will come like a thief (unex-
pectedly).

8. Christ will be alone when He comer thiz time,
4. The righteous dead will be raised at Jesus' eoming.

—— 5. Jesus said that no one but He and the Father knew
the time of His return.

— 6, Man has not been foolish enough to set a date for
Christ’s return.

— 7. Jesug' return will be a spiritual coming, not & vis-
ible one.

—— B. Peter prophesied that many would deny that Christ
would come again,

9. The clouds are said to be God's chariot.

10. There is no need to watch for Christ’s return since
we do not know when it will be,
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COMFPLETE:

1. List three (3) major responses that belief in the second
coming motivates.

a. .
b.
é.

2. What Christian characteristics should the second coming
ingpire?

3. List three (3) testimonies to the fact of Christ's return.

4. What will be the manner of His coming?
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