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FOREWORD. 

MATTHEW depicts tLe Lion or Messiah character 
of our Lord; MARK, the Ox or patient 

servant character ; .:&uKE, the Man who was indeed 
"the lowly Man of Sorrows;" but JOHN, like the 
mighty Eagle, soars Heavenward, and depicts the 
excelling Glories of the Son of God. 

Hence the title of this volume-" .THE GosPEL 
OF THE SoN OF GoD," which, with its addition, 
u FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE STUDENT," aptly

describes the aim of the book and the ability to
achieve that aim. The aim being the exaltation
of the Lord Jesus as the Eternal Son, the ability
being that of one who, having obtained help of
God, has for years studied the Fourth Gospel, and
gleaned from all sources available thoughts and
suggestions thereon.

It is not sent forth as an exhaustive Exposition 
of John's Gospel, but rather as a series of Suggestive 
Studies on the Book, the Themes, the Persons, and 
the Divine Principles of this precious portion of 
"The Word of our God." The student is left free 
to "gather the good into vessels" for private or 
public use (only he should provide himself with 
" vessels not a few," 2 Kings 4. 3), and" cast away 
the bad," if such be found, after all the care and 
pains bestowed on the volume. 



FOREWORD. 

Read as an ordinary book, it will refresh the 

devout soul. The opening up of some of the 

Miracles and the Character Studies are cleijghtfully 

suggestive. "Pastors, teachers, and evangelists,
,
. 

will :find an abundance
◄ 
of practical topics. The

gems of thought, such as-

,, CHRIST IS ALWAYS GRAND IN EMERGENCIES" 

(p. 34); 
'' SPIRIT-FILLED PEOPLE ALWAYS DELIGHT TO 

TESTIFY OF CHRIST " (p. 58) ; 
11 THE ETERNAL ONE KNOWS NO TENSES " (p.60) ; 

" NO ONE EVER- DISCOVERS THE STRONGEST 

POINT OF CHRIST'S CHARACTER, BECAUSE THERE 

ARE NO WEAK ONES" (p. 62), are by no means the 

least valuable portion of this work, and their 

name is LEGION. 

Commending this seed-plot of Spiritual Sug• 

gestion to . every Christian who has truly said, 

" MY LoRD, AND MY GoD ; " to "Him who is, and 
was, and is to come" (Rev. 1. 4); and to the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus, to whom be glory 

for ever. HY. PICKERING, 
Editor of The Witness. 
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The Gospel of the 

Son of God. 

THE WRITER. 

BEFORE directing your attention to 
. some of the characteristics of the 
Gospel of John 

1 
I wish to note a f e,v things 

about John himself. It is important to 
know something of the man as well as of 
his book. 

From certain allusions in his own 
writings 

1 
and other Scriptures which speak 

of him, we gather that he was probably a 
native of Bethsaida, a fish_ing village on 
the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
His father, Zebedee 

1 was a fisherman, 
having boats of his own and hired servants. 
His mother. Salome, was one of the 
Galilean women who followed Jesus and 
ministered to Him of their substance. 
John , and James, his brother, were 
engaged with their father mending the 
nets when Jesus called them, and they 
left all and followed Him. 

B 9 



10 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

It is interesting to observe that in 
Matthew 10. 2 he is one of the twelve; in 
Matthew 17. 1 he is one of the thre�; in 
John 1. 37 he is one of the two ; and in 
John 13. 23 he is the one. It is significant 
that John does not mention his own name 
in this Gospel, but calls himself "that 
other disciple" (ch. ,20. 3), "another dis­
ciple'' (ch. 18. 15), and "the disciple 
which testifieth these things" (ch. 21. 24). 

His Qualifications. 

John had special qualifications for being 
a witness of the Lord's life, as well as 
special opportunities for obtaining inti­
mate knowled9e. With Peter and James
he witnessed some of the Lord's mightiest 
works-£ or example, the raising of J airus' 
daughter and the transfiguration. John 
was admitted to peculiar friendship with 
the Lord. He is represented as leaning 
on His bosom at supper. He was "the 
disciple whom Jesus loved" (ch. 13. 23) .. 
He was a constant companion of his Lord 
and Master. He was present at His suffer­
ing in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 
followed Him to the place of judgment. 
He remained with Him during, His agony 
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on the Cross. The Lord, when dying, 
committed to him the care of His mother, 
"and from that hour that disciple took her 
to his own ho�e" (ch. 19. 27) . 

His Testimony. 

John was an eye witness of the events he 
recorded. Throughout his Gospel 11,e 
"testifies" what he had seen and heard. 
He had a quick eye, and was a close 
observer. He mentions the time when he 
began to follow Jesus, "it was about the 
tenth hour" (ch. 1. 39). He notes that 
when Judas went out "it was night" (ch. 
13. 30). He noticed that when the soldier
pierced the side of Christ "there came out
blood and water" (ch. 19. 34). When
Peter and he came running to the sepulchre
it was J o�n who, stooping down and looking·
in, saw the linen clothes lying. Again,
at the Sea_ of Galilee, when Jesus stood
unknown on the shore, it was John who
recognised Him, and said, "It is the
Lord" (ch. 21. 7). He is the "Seer" here,
as in the book of Revelation.

His Surname. 

He was surnamed "Son of Thunder "-a 
name probably descriptive of his character 
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and a fitting designation of him as the 
writer of the "Revelation." He is men­
tioned in the Acts of the Apostles as being 
with Peter boldly witnessing for the Lord, 
and the people "took know ledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus" (Acts 4. 
1.3). The last glimpse we have of him in 
the New Testament is as an exile in the 
Isle of Patmos, to which he was banished 
"for the Word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ " (Rev. 1 . 9) . 

His Closing Years. 

Of his closing years we have no certain 
knowledge. He is supposed to have died 
a peaceful death, at an advanced age, 
near the close of the first century. The 
study of his life, as of his• book, is full of 
instruction and profit •. 
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THE BOOK. 

THE Gospel of John by itself is a very 
small volume, which can easily be read 
through in one sitting. �very Christian 
should read it often, and seek to under­
stand it. No book of the Bible so 
captivates the student's affections. It is 
so simple, so heavenly, so full of love. 
The study of it warms the heart, satisfies the 
soul, and enlarges the mind. It is a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life, 
so deep that no man can fathom it, and 
rich in Gospel truth. Anxious souls have 
turned to it and found rest. What multi­
tudes have been saved through John 3. 16: 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life;" John 1. 29: "Be­
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the wor Id ; " John 6. 37 : "Him 
that cometh to Me I ,vill in no wise cast 
out;" John 3. 36: "He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life. " 
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Comfort in the Book. 

It is also rich in those truths which 
-sustain the spiritual life. Tried saints 
have turned to it and found comfort. How 
many have found a cure for their troubles 
in the precious words : "Let not your heart 
be troubled: ye believe in God" (ch. 14. 1); 
"I will come again, and receive you unto 
�1:yself" (ch. 14. 3). 

Persons in the Book. 

John is the Gospel of personal conver­
sation with Nathanael, with Nicodemus, 
,vith the woman of Samaria, with the 
man at the pool, with the adulterous 
woman, with the man born blind, with 
Martha,. \Vith Mary, with Pilate, with 
Peter, and with Thomas. 

Tlf emes of the Book. 

It is tlie simplest of the Gospels, yet it 
deals with the profoundest themes. For 
example, the Being of God, the Person­
ality and Work of the Holy Spirit, the 
Deity of Christ, the Resurrection, the 
Ministry of Angels, the Personality of the 
Devil, Eternal Punishment, the New 
Birth, the Living Water, the Bread of 
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Life, the Good Shepherd, and the Coming 
of the Lord. 

Words of the Book. 

�ertain words occur very frequently in 
it, as: Abide, Believe, Father, Know, 
Light, Life, Love, Sign,., Truth, Witness, 
and World. 

Symbols in the Book. 

It is a Gospel of symboli�. It contains 
more references to the symbols· of Scripture 
than any other portion of Holy Writ. In 

CHAPTER I we have the Word, the 
Tabernacle, the Way of the Lord, Jacob's 
Ladder. 

CHAP-TER 2, the Temple. 
CHAPTER 3, the Brazen Serpent, the 

Offering up of Isaac, the Bridegroom and 
his Friend. 

CHAPTER 4, the Water, the Harvest. 
CHAPTER- 6, the Manna. 
CHAPTER 8, the Light, 
CHAPTER 9, Blindness, natu1:al and 

spiritual. 
CHAPTER 10, the Door, the Sheepfold, the 

Shepherd, the Hireling. 
CHAPTER 11, Resurrection, real and 

spiritual. 
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CHAPTER 12, the Altar. 
CHAPTER 13, the Laver. 
CHAPTERS 14, 15, 16, the Holy Place. 
CHAPTER 17, the Holiest of All. 

Numbers in the Book. 

It is a Gospel of numbers. 
Seven is a prominent number. There 

are seven miracles, seven disciples to whom 
He showed Himself after His resurrection, 
seven sayings of the ,voman of Samaria, 
seven things Jesus did after the Supper. 

Three is also a prominent number . 
There are three feasts, three miracles in 
Galilee, three in Jerusalem, three sayings 
on the Cross, three trials. Pilate made 
three attempts at Christ's release. Three 
times Judas is called the betrayer. Three 
times Peter was asked, "Lovest thou I\Ie ? " 

Design in the Book. 

All the miracles, conversations, inci-
-w: dents, and teachings recorded by John are 

in keeping with his design in writing the 
book. The selection of materials was 
determined by his purpose, which is plainly 
declared in chapter 20. 31 : "But these are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is 



ABOUT THE BOOK. 17 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that be­
lieving ye might have life through His 
Name." His theme is that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, and his aim that men 
might believe and possess eternal life. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke assert the Deity 
of Christ, but John demonstrates it. To 
prove it,,he produces 

Seven Witnesses. 

I. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAP­
TIST. 

II. THE WITNESS OF HIS WORKS.

III. THE WITNESS OF THE FATHER.

IV. THE WITNESS OF THE SCRIPTURES.

V. THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT.

VI. THE WITNESS OF CHRIST HIMSELF.

VII. THE WITNESS OF VARIOUS INDI­
VIDUALS. 

We shall briefly examine the evidence of 
these witnesses. 
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I. 

THE WITNESS OF JOHN 

THE BAPTIST. 

1. John was

The Last and Greatest of the
Prophets. 

He was filled with the Spirit from his 
mother's womb, and was a Nazarite from 
his birth. In this manner ,vas he divinely 
prepared for the great work for which he 
was chosen. The former prophets fore told 
the coming of Christ, but it was John's 
privilege to prepare the way of the Lord, 
and to point Him out when He came. 

2. John was

A Faithful Witness 

for his Master, and delighted to draw 
attention to Him ; his one desire being that 
his hearers should follow Jesus. John was 
the great man of the hour, the centre of 
attraction in Israel ; yet he took the humble 
place that his Master might be exalted. 
His humility is seen in his reply to certain 
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Pharisees who came from Jerusalem to 
ask him : "Who art thou ? " He said he 
was not the Christ, nor Elias, nor that 
prophet promised in Deuteronomy 18. 
15-18. He was only "a voice," while his
Master was "the Word. " He ,vould direct
their attention away from himself to the
person of Christ.

Another illustration of this is found when 
on one occasion a dispute arose between 
John's disciples and the Jews about 
purifying. These came to the Baptist, and 
said, "Rabbi, He that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest ,vitness, 
behold, the same baptiseth, and all men 
come to Him" (John 3. 26). This ne,vs 
stirred up no jealousy in the heart of John, 
but he rejoiced that Christ was all, and said 
in effect : I am not the Christ, but one sent 
before Him; not the Bridegroom, but His 
friend, concluding by that great testi­
mony : "He must increase, but I must 
decrease " (John 3. 30) . 

3. John's witness to

The Deity of Christ 

is found chiefly in the first chapter of this 
Gospel. It is threefold: (1) to the people, 
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(2) to the priests and Levites, and (3) to
his own disciples.

We can only give a brief summary of 
his testim9ny as contained in his few 
recorded utterances. Take the one in 
verse 30 : "After me cometh a Man which is 
pref erred before me , for He was before me. " 
A wonderful saying, setting forth in a few 
words both the humanity and the Deity 
of Christ. "After me " was true as touching 
His humanity, for John was six months 
His senior. Jesus was truly human, a 
real Man, as He is seen at Sychar's well 
weary and thirsty, and also by .the grave 
of Lazarus so full of genuine human 
sympathy that it is recorded "Jesus 
wept . " "Before me " was true a$ regards 
His Deity. It is a testimony to His 
pre-existence, for "He was before all 
things, and by Him all things consist " 
fCol. 1. 17). 

Another witness is found in the familiar 
words.: "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world" (John 
1. 29). The title "Lamb of God" carries
our thoughts back to the Old Testament
Scriptures, and we think of Abel's lamb,
�f Abraham's word: "God will provide
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Himself a lamb" (Gen. 22. 8), and of the 
Paschal lamb in Egypt. These were 
typical £oreshadowings of the One whom 
John saw, the divinely appointed sacrifice 
for sin. 

4. The hext �ay after this testimony we
find John speaking of Him again as 

The Lamb of God. 

"Looking upon Jesus as He walked, he 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God" (ch. 1. 
36) . He does not appear to have addressed
these words directly to his disciples, but
was only giving expression to the satis­
faction of his soul. However, it was a
word spoken in season, and ,vas immedi­
ately fruitful, for they heard him speak,
and straightway followed Jesus. This was
real ministry. In verse 33 the forerunner
speaks of Christ's work as superior to his
own, for he only baptised with water, but
the Lord baptised with the Holy Spirit.
None could do this but God, hence John
disclaimed it, and points to Jesus only as
the baptiser with the Holy Spirit.

"All things_ that John spake of this Man 
were true " ( ch . 10 . 41 ) . 
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II. 

THE WITNESS OF HIS 

WORKS. 

There are recorded by J ohrt 
, 

Seven Miracles. 

I. THE WATER MADE WINE (ch. 2).

II. THE NOBLEMAN'S� SON HEALED
(ch. 4). 

III. THE· MAN AT BETHESDA POOL
(ch. 5). 

IV. THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOU­
SAND (ch. 6). 

V. THE WALK UPON THE SEA {ch. 6).
VI. THE BLIND MAN RECEIVES SIGHT

(ch. 9). 
VII. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS {ch. 11).

In John's Gospel the miracles are called
"signs," because they had a significance 
beyond the work itself. They were mani­
festations of His glory and signs of His 
Deity. He says Himself: "The same works 
that I do bear witness of Me that the Father 
hath sent Me" (cp.. 5. 36). They were all 
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acts of mercy showing out the divine heart 
towards man. All the cases were beyond 
human' skill. The nobleman's son was 
"at the point of death," and was healed at 
a distance. The man at the pool had been 
diseased thirty-eight years, and was utterly 
helpless. The man in John 9 had been 
born blind, and "since the wor Id began 
was it not heard that any man opened the 
eyes of one that was born blind" (ch. 
9. 32). Lazarus had been dead four days.
But there is nothing too hard for the Lord.

We may see in these miracles 
. 

/ 

A Progressive Character. 

In the water made wine, His power over 
nature. In the healing of the sick, His 
power over disease. In His walk on 
the sea, His power over the elements. In 
the raising of Lazarus , His power over 
death and decay-His life-giving power 
These signs are frequently referred to in 
the first twelve chapters while Christ 
manifested Himself to the wor Id. They 
testify emphatically to His Deity. He 
who made the water wine is Himself the 
Creator of all things. He who fed the 

\ 

multitudes is the Bread of Life. He ,vho 
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opened the eyes of one born blind is the 
Light of the Wor Id. He who raised 
Lazarus is the Resurrection and the Life. 

But our Lord's miracles were not merely 
works of power setting forth His Deity, nor 
acts of mercy towards those who benefited 
by them. They were also intended to 
teach spiritual truths. They were all 
parables of His saving grace. 

We shall now look briefly at the main 
points of the seven miracles and the 
spiritual lessons they teach. 

I. THE WATER MADE WINE
( ch . 2 . 1-11 ) . 

"The third day there was a marriage 
in Cana of Galilee. " In chapter I we have 
mention made of three other days: (1) 
The day of public manifestation (v. 29). 
(2) The day of gathering to Himself
(v. 35). (3) The day of Israel's blessing
(v. 43). The third day here is probably
the third day after His man if es ta tion to
Israel. The glory of Jesus of Nazareth had
not yet been seen, and it is significant that
the first manifestation of it was on the third
day. The third day was to be the day of
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His greatest sign-His resurrection. In 
chapter 1 we })ave His glory declared. 
Here in chapter'2 ,ve have His glory mani­
fested. Marriage is a divine institution, 
and the Lord showed His respect for it by 
being present at its celebration. But 
something was wanting. "The mother of 
Jesus saith unto Him, They have no wine" 
(v. 3). Man always fails when most 
"ranted, but it is good to run short that we 
mav be driven to Christ. Faith never 

., 

looks to Him in vain. Mary is set aside, 
for flesh and its relationships have no place 
in the matter. All blessing must come 
through Him. 

The guest chamber at Cana was furnished 
with six waterpots. "Jesus saith unto 
them, Fill the waterpots with water. 
And they filled them to the brim" ( v. 7) . 
He who is fuJI of grace delights to give 
fulness of blessing. He instantly trans­
formed the water into wine of such excel­
lent quality as to dra,v from the master of 
the feast the commendation: "Every man 
at the beginning doth set forth good wine ; 
and when men have well drunk, then that 
,vhich is worse : but thou hast kept the 
good ,vine until now" (v. 10). What 

C 
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Christ gives is always superior to anything 
this world can afford. The world gives 
its best first, but Jesus is always giving 
something better. 
· It is interesting to obs�rve that the first

miracle of Moses was the turning of ,va ter
�nto blood, the symbol of death and
judgment. But Christ's first miracle
was the turning of water into wine, the
symbol of life and joy.

There was 

A Distinct Purpose 

in this being the first miracle, and in its 
being recorded in the opening of th is 
Gospel . It sets forth the character of 
C�rist 's ministry. The day of ceremon­
ialism had given place to the day of 
grace. The performing of this sign was 
evjdence of His ability to n1ake all things 
new. It also reminds us in a typical ,vay 
of the joy ,vith which the whole earth will 
be filled in the day of Christ's kingdom .. 
When He is established upon His throne in 
Zion He will reverse the sorrowful history 
of man. He will fill the whole scene ,vith 
peace and blessing, and the wine will not 
fail when He reigns. 
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II. THE NOBLEMAN'S SON

(ch. 4. 46-51).. 
Jesus was once more in Cana of Galilee 

1

where He had made the water wine; and a 
certain nobleman came to Him, beseeching 
Him that He would come and heal his son 
who was sick at Capemaum. vVe may 
learn from this that earthly greatness is 
no defence 'against affliction, which, in­
deed, is often the means of great blessing. 
It was so in the case of this nobleman, for 
his trouble brought him to Christ. Doubt­
less the Lord's reply seemed strange: 
"Except ye shall see signs and wonders ye 
,vill not believe" (v. 48). In Israel 
generally this was true, "for the Je,vs 
require a sign" (1 Cor. 1. 22). This is in 
striking contrast with the simple Samari­
tans, who believed without any sign. The 
nller had faith, but it was of a Jewish sort. 
He believed in the report of Jesus as 

The Wonder-Worker. 

But his faith, though weak, ,vas real, and 
the Lord strengthened it. ''The nobleman 
saith unto Him, Sir, come down ere my 
child die" (v. 49). He had heard, no 
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doubt, of miracles wrought by Him when 
personally present, but he never supposed 
that He could as easily heal from a distance, 
or: if necessary, raise the dead. 

Capernaum was about a day's joun1ey 
from Cana where Jesus then was, but with 
him distance was as nothing. It ,vas only 
a circumstance, and the essence of a 
miracle is God rising above circumstances. 

"Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy 
son liveth" (v. 50). That was all, no 
sign, no appeal to the emotions, just the 
assurance of His spoken ,vord, but it was 
enough. "And the man believed the word 
that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he 
went his way" (v. 50). He ,vas satisfied 
that all would be well with the child. 
Could there be a better illustration of the 
simple faith which believes the promise 
of God and acts upon it ? 

He had not long to wait before he kne,v 
the blessing. "As he was now going down 
his servants met him, and told him, 
saying, Thy son liveth" (v. 51}. Upon 
inquiry he learned that the fever left him 
at the very hour when Jesus spoke the 
word of healing in Cana. As the Creator 
He spoke, and it was done. He sent His 
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word, and the child was healed. The man 
had believed without seeing; no,v his faith 
is crowned by sight. 

The whole story is a graphic illustration 
of what faith is, and ho\v it appropriates 
the gift of God. , God still speaks in the 
Holy Scriptures, and man's great need is 
to have faith in His Word. 

"This is again the second miracle that 
Jesus did, when He was come out of 
Judea into Galilee" (v. 54). Where He 
supplied the bridegroom's wine, there He 
healed the ruler's son, thus turning sorrow 
into joy for both 

III. THE MAN AT THE POOL
OF BETHESDA (ch. 5. 1-16).

The Lord having gone up to Jerusalem 
on the occasion of one of the festivals 
visited the pool of Bethesda, and saw 
there "a great multitude of impotent folk, 
of blind, halt, withered, waiti�g for the 
moving of the water" (v. 3). 

This waiting throng presents a striking 
picture of man in his ruined and helpless 
condition through sin. ·(I) He is "blind,,, 
for "the god of this world hath blinded the 
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minds of them which believe not" (2 Cor. 
4. 4) . (2) He is "halt, " or lame, for he
,valks according to the course of this world
(Eph. 2. 2). (3) . He is "withered," or
paralysed, that is, utterly "without
strength" (Rom. 5. 6) .

These "impotent folk" were all waiting 
because an angel would come and stir the 
water, and. whoever stepped in first would 
get healed. They had no thought in their 
minds that healing could ever come to 
them by any other means . They were 
not looking to Jesus, any of them. 
Had they not heard that He was hea1ing 
the sick? vVe do not know. Evidently 
they attached great importance to the 
place, so they kept on waiting at the pool. 

We may easily find a company of waiters 
still. How many are waiting for a revival, 
for the visit of some noted evangelist, or 
for a more convenient season, instead of 
looking to Jesus for healing and salvation 
now. He is always to be found wherever 
there is a heart that wants Him. So we 
find Him here where sorro,v and disease 
reigned supreme. Christ never feasts 
more joyfully than \vhen He is doing good 
to others. 
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He fixed His eye upon 

The Most Helpless and Hopeless 

person amongst that waiting crowd, and 
said to him, "Wilt thou be made whole ? " 
(v. 6). The man's infirmity had lasted 
thirty-eight years, just the time of Israel's 
wandering in the wilderness after putting 
themselves under law (Deut. 2. 14). 
He had often tried, as well as his weak 
body would enable him, to get into the 
water, but somebody stepped in first. 
Hence his complaint, "I have no man 
when the water is troubled to put me into 
the pool" (v. 7) . He had desires, but not 
strength. To will was present, but no 
power to perform. 

The pool is typical of the Law, v1hich 
.required strength . .in the man who was to 
profit by it. The Law required a man to 
work, as the pool required a man to get 
into it. The impotent man needed one to 
save him where he \Vas, and as he was. 
This Jesus was both able and ,villing to 
do. He said to Him, "Rise, take up 
thy bed, and walk" (v. 8). What the 
pool could not accomplish the Saviour 
accomplished instantly py His word. 
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Immediately the man was made whole. 
He believed the word of the Lord, 'and 
acted upon it. He arose, took up his 
bed, and departed, "And on the same 
day was the Sabbath" (v_ 9). 

To see a man carrying his couch on 
the Sabbath day was a strange thing in 
Jerusalem. It was contrary to Je,vish 
custom. So the Jews said to · him, "It 
is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed " 
(v. 10). "He answered them, He that 
made me whole, the same said unto 
me, Take up thy bed, and walk" (v. 11). 
He did not know just then •who had 
healed him, but he kne\v He was some­
body very wonderful. He rightly inferred 
that He who could work so great a 
miracle was supreme in things spiritual, 
and could set aside the religious leaders 
and their exactions. He afterwards told 
them that it was Jesus who had healed 
him. His testimony was simple and 
straightforward, and bears the stamp of 
sincerity. But the Jews remained in their 
unbelief. They did not appreciate the 
Saviour's goodness, but persecuted Him, 
and sought to slay Him because He had 
done these things on the Sabbath day. 
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IV. THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE

THOUSAND (ch. 6. 1-14). 

This is the only miracle recorded in all 
four Gospels. In Mark 6. 52 ,ve find that 
the disciples fell into distrust in a time 
of trial because "they considered not the 
miracle of the loaves. " It is good for us 
always to remember the miracle of the 
loaves, or its counterpart ,vhich has 
taken place in our experience . If \Ve 
think of what the Lord has already done 
for us we shall trust and not be afraid 
of the future. 

Let us then consider the miracle of the 
loaves. John prefaces this miracle with 
the significant remark: "Now the Passover, 
a feast of the Jews, was at hand" (v. 4). 
The nearness of the Passover is noted 
because the sign wrought, as well as the 
discourse which followed, is grounded on 
eating and drinking. The Passover ,vas 
also a type which the Lord \Vas soon to 
fulfil by His death. Jesus saw a great 
company com-ing to IIim. They ,vere all 
h nngry, and they were a 11 poor. As a test 
of faith He asked Philip, "Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat? B\1t 
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He Himself knew what He would do" 
(vv .. 5, 6). Christ is always 

Grand in Emergencies . 

Philip replied that two hundred penny­
,vorth of bread would only suffice to give 
every one a little. Andrew, there£ ore, 
remarked that a lad was present ,vith five 
barley loaves and t,vo small fishes. 

This was 

Andrew's Third "Find. " 

In chapter 1. 41, 42 we learn that he 
found the Messiah , then he found his 
o,vn brother Simon, and brought him to 
Jesus. Now he finds the lad with the 
loaves and fishes . 

. We are not told anything more about this 
lad in the Bib]e. But, in the hands of 
Christ, his little store of bread and fish 
sufficed for all. He uses little things. He 
has chosen weak things, and things which 
are despised, that no flesh should glory in 
His presence. 

At the bidding of their great Host all 
the guests sat down. He soon proved that 
He ,vas the One who had fed their fathers 
for forty years in the desert. But the 
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fainting crowds must be fed through the 
disciples, thus giving them a share in the 
blessed work. So when He had given 
thanks He distributed to the disciples, and 
the disciples to them that were set down. 
They were all filled according to the 
promise, , "I will abundantly bless her 
provision, I will satisfy her poor with 
bread,, (Psa. 132. 15) . Christ always 
gives sufficiency. "A little" was man's 
measure; "as much as they would" was 
His� Everybody is satisfied when Jesus 
makes the feast. There was abundance 
left, for they filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments which remained. ByJ�eding 
others the stock increases. 

In the address which followed Jesus 
lifted the thought from material things to 
spiritual need, and declared, "I am the 
Bread of Life" (v. 35). This bread is 
obtained by coming to Him, believing in 
Him. In · this chapter two Greek ,vords 
are used for eat. (1) The aorist, an act 
past, finished. (2) The participle, an act 
continuing. This answers to our accept­
ance of Christ at first, and our continual 
believing in Him and communion with 
Him. 
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Note the seven classes of people 
mentioned in this chapter: 1, the curious 
(v. 2); 2, the admiring (v. 14); 3, the 
greedy (v. 26); 4, the sceptical (v. 36) ; 
5, the murmurers (v. 41); 6, the scoffers 
(v. 52) ; and, 7, the backsliders (v. 66). 

V. THE WALK ON THE SEA
(ch. 6. 15-21). 

After the miracle of the loaves the people 
desired to make Christ King. Probably 

. 

they thought it would be good to have 
for King one who could so easily supply 
their physical. wants. But His crowning 
day had not yet come, so He refused 
to accept the kingdom at their hands. 
He therefore left them, and went up by 
Himself into a mountain-typical of His 
present position as Priest above. His 
disciples may have been disappointed 
at His withdra,val from the multitude, 
and His refusal to be made King. But 
they were soon to have a picture of His 
coming kingship in His ruling the raging 
of the sea. 

When even was come they entered into 
a ship to cross to the other side. They 
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toiled at the oars but made little progress. 
Their passage was beset with difficulties, 
the night was dark, the sea was boisterous, 

•
• 

the \V1nds were contrary, and, worst of all, 
the Master ,vas not with them. When He 
is away all perils become more terrible. 
Rowing was wearisome work in His 
absence. 

The scene is fu]l of suggestive meaning. 
It is 

A Picture of the Lord's People 

tossed on the restless sea of this world, 
and exposed to the troublesome and 
threatening billows of affliction ,vhile 
the Master is absent. But He ever 
liveth to make intercession for His people, 
and although they cannot see Him, He 
knows where they are. His all-seeing 
eyes admit of no limits. He sees the 
distress of His f ollo,vers, ancl they are 
safe beneath His glance. 

-In their trouble He can come to them.
He has never failed to dra,v near to His 
own in their time of need. So the disciples 
saw Jesus walking on the ,vater and drawing 
nigh to the ship. The contrary wind 
which hindered their progress proved no 
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obstacle to Him. He trod the threatening 
waves of death ben�ath His feet. They 
,vere ... afraid, but their fears were soon 
hushed by His assuring words: "It is I; 
be not afraid" (v. 20). It is His prero­
gative to save from fear. To be assured of 
His presence in affliction gives peace to the 
heart. They received Him into the ship, 
and immediately they were at the place 
to which they were going. 

A miracle of grace was wrought on their 
behalf. The coming of Christ brought 
deliverance. "They that go do,vn to the 
sea in ships, that do business in great 
waters ; these see the works of the Lord, 
and His :wonders in the deep. He maketh 
the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still. Then are they glad because they 
be quiet, so He bringeth them to their 
desired haven,, (Psa. 107. 23-30). 

"Fierce \Vas the wild billow, 
Dark was the night; 
Oars laboured heavily, 
Foam glimmered white; 
Trembled the mariners, 
Peril was nigh; 
Then said the Son of God : 
'PEACE! IT IS I I.' 
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Ridge of the mountain-wave, 
Lower thy crest I

Wail of Euroclydon 1 

Be thou at rest! 
Sorrow can never be, 
Darkness must fly! 
Where, saith the Light of Light, 
'PEACE I IT IS I.'

Jesus, Deliverer I 
Come Thou to me l 
Soothe Thou my voyaging 
Over Ii£ e 's sea ! 
Thou, when the storm of death 
Roars sweeping by, 
Whisper, 0 Truth 9f Trut�, 
'PEACE 1 IT IS I.' " 

VI. THE BLIND MAN HEALED
( ch . 9 . 1-7) . 

As the pilgrim hosts of Israel marched 
through the desert they were supplied 
with manna for their food, with water 
from the·smitten rock for their drink, and 
with a pillar of fire by night for their 
guidance. In chapter 6 the Lord com­
pared Himself to the first of these symbols; 
in chapter 7, to the second; and in chapters 
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8 and 9, to the third. He is what the 
pillar of fire was to those desert wanderers. 
In the midst of the darkness the light shines, 
revealing at once the perils and the path­
\vay. This is set forth in His claim: "I am 
the Light of the World" (v. 5), and in the 
illustrations used-the story of the adul­
terous woman and the healing of the man 
born blind. The story of the woman taken 
in adultery reveals our Lord's perfect 
knowledge of human hearts, and His in­
tense hatred of sin. The scribes and 
Pharisees were blind to their own faults, 
but quick to detect the faults of others. 
They seem to have forgotten that the law 
which condemns one sin condemns all sin. 
The Saviour's _searching words, "He that 
is without sin among you, let him first 
cast a stone at her," set memory and con­
science to work, and they went out one 
by one. They could not bear the light any 
more than she. Her condemnation failed 
because there were no clean hands to stone 
her. Chapter 8 ends with the rejection of 
Christ as the Light. The Jews took up 
stones to cast at Him, but He hid Himself, 
and passed through their midst unseen. 

As He passed by He sa,v a man who ,vas· 
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blind from his birth. The disciples 
thought the man's blindness proved sin. 
They evidently regarded suffering as a 
mark of divine displeasure. But he was not 
responsible for being born blind. He was 
responsible for accepting or rejecting the 
light ,vhich Christ brought to him. He was 
born blind that the Son of God might hav.e 
the opportunity of manifesting His power 
as the Light of the World by giving him 
sight. 

He made clay, and anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with the clay, and sent him 
to the pool of Siloam to wash ◄ There was 
surely a symbolical significance attaching
to

This Unusual Procedure. 

Doubtless the clay symbolised our Lord's 
humanity, while the water was an emblem 
of the Holy Spirit. God was manifested in 
the flesh that men might be saved. By the 
Spirit's agency they are turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God, the moment they believe 
.the Gospel. The blind man obtained his 
sight by obeying the word of the Lord. 
He went and washed and came seeing. 
He was blessed in the act of obedience. 

D 
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The performing of this miracle was a 
witness to Christ's power to impart to men 
that spiritual vision which saves from sin 
and from eternal darkness. The m�n 's 
testimony is so full and so instructive that 
we reserve it for a separate study in its 
connection with chapter 10. 

VII. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS

(ch. 11. 40-44). 

This was one of our Lord's last and 
greatest miracles. John gives a detailed 
account of the circumstances surrounding 
it. For example, the interval since death 
and burial, the nearness of Bethany to 
Jerusalem_, and the fact that many of the 
Jews came to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in their grief are all carefully noted. 
God was ordering all for a great testimony 
to His Son. Nothing so displays His glory 
as resurrection. 

The story begins with the announcement 
that Lazarus was sick. Sickness is the 
common prelude to death. No mortal is 
exempt from this complaint. Even 
,Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, fell sick. 
But it was for the glory of God, and 
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that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby. 

The Lord was in retirement beyond 
Jordan when He heard of His friend's 
sickness, but He abode in the place where 
He was till the sickness had taken its 
course and ended in death. How strange 
this conduct must have appeared to the 
sisters, who doubtless expected His 
immediate succour. But He abstained 
from going, not because He did not love 
them, but because He loved them. In 
this connection John is careful to state : 
"Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus" (v. 5). He was making all 
things work together for their good though 
they knew it not. 

At last He said to His disciples: "Let us 
go into Judea again" (v. 7). But they 
warned Him that perhaps danger awaited 
Him. He replied, in effect, that His 
work was not yet done, His day not yet 
ended. He then told them the object of 
His going was to awaken Lazarus out of 
sleep. They mistook the sense of His 
words, and said, "Lord, if he sleep, he 
shall do well" (v. 12). But Jesus spoke 
not of the transient slumber of the weary, 
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but of the deep sleep of death. In using 
this metaphor the Lord revealed 

His Estimate of Death 

for all who truly love Him. It is only a 
sleep, a blessed sleep from which they 
shall awake at the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God. 

When Jesus arrived at the place Martha 
met Him, and said to Him, "Lord, if Thou 
hadst been here my brother had ·not died. 
But I know that even now, whatsoever 
Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
Thee" (vv. 21, 22) . The word that 
Martha used for "ask " is one that the Lord 
never used with reference to His own 
praying. It suggests the asking of a 
favour, to implore as a beggar, and is used 
in connection with the praying of His 
disciples. He used a different word, which 
means familiar request. His communion 
with God was based on His perfect equality 
with Him. Both words are used in chapter 
16. 23. But He overlooked her mistake,
and declared, "Thy brother shall rise
again" (v. 23). To this she replied, "I
know that he shall rise again in the resur­
rection at the last day" (v. 24). He now
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gave her a new and marvellous revelation 
of Himself in the memorable words, "I 
am the Resurrection ana the Life" (v. 25). 
The resurrection, because dead believers 
will immediately arise when He comes; 
the life, because every one that lives and 
believes on Him shall have mortality 
swallowed up of life. 

�1:artha now affirmed her faith in Him 
as the Christ, th,.e Son of God, who 
should come into the world. She next 
called Mary her sister, secretly, saying, 
"The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee" (v. 28) . What a precious word is 
this! What a favour that the Lord of 
life should personally come and call for 
Mary She at once arose, and went to 
meet her Lord. Both her words and 
ber tears told out the deep sorrow of 
ber heart. When Jesus saw her weeping 
H-e groaned in the spirit, and ,vas
troubled. He revealed to her His o,vn
deep sorrow in the presence of death,

The Final Issue of Sin. 

'Three expressions are used to describe it. 
"He groaned in the spirit" (v. 33). "He 

was troubled" (v. 33). "Jesus wept" •
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(v. 35). His heart ,vas fully alive to the 
sorrow as to the-degradation of death. 

In this chapter two different words are 
used for weep. The first expresses hopeless 
weeping; the second sympathetic weeping. 
The last is used in the words "Jesus 
wept" (v. 35). The consciousness that He 
carried resurrection virtue in Him, and 
was about to fill the home at Bethany with 
the joy of restored life, did not stay the 
current of His natural affection. 

The grave of Lazarus was a cave, and a 
st.one lay upon it. When Jesus came to the 
place He commanded that the stone should 
be taken away. To Him it presented 
no difficulty, but for their sakes it was 
removed that Lazan1s might come fort!\. 
His body would be a natural one, fitted to 
return to his former · sphere of life at 
Bethany. Martha protested against the 
removal of the stone, saying, "Lord, by· 
this time he stinketh, for he hath been 
dead four days" (v. 39). The Lord had 
already 

Restored T"\\'O Dead Persons to Life, 

J airus '. daughter and the son of the wido,v 
of Nain. The one was just dead, and the 
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other on the way to burial, but in the case 
of Lazarus the process of decay had begun ; 
yet with God nothing shall be impossible. 

He now reminded Martha of His promise 
that if she would believe she would see the 
glory of God. Then He lifted up His eyes, 
and said, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast heard Me" (v. 41) It is important 
to notice the special purpose of this thanks­
giving. It was for the sake of the people 
who stood by that they might believe that 
the Father had sent Him. It summons 
them to mark the event. His claim de­
pended upon the issue about to be decided. 
The supreme mom�nt had come. There 
was the open tomb with its dead occupant. 
Standing around were the sceptical crowd, 
the silent disciples, and the anxious sisters, 
all waiting for the next moment's action. 
At last He cast His command into the 
tomb, "Lazarus, come forth" (v. 43), and 

The Great Sign was Wrought. 

At the sound of His life-giving word 
Lazarus came forth bound about with 
grave clothes. "Jesus saith unto them, 
Loose him, and let him go" ( v. 44) . 

This miracle is a clear illustration of 



48 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

how the Lord Jesus Christ calls to spiritual 
life those who are "dead in trespasses and 
in sins" (Eph. 2. 1). "He that heareth 
My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life" (ch. 5. 24) . 

We may also see in the raising of Lazarus 

A Picture of Israel Nationally. 

They, too, have fallen under the power of 
death, so that they are likened in Ezekiel 
37 to a valley full of dry bones. But the 
Lord will yet arise for their help, He will 

. call them from their graves, and make the 
dry bones live. 
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III. 

THE WITNESS OF THE 

FATHER. 

The Father bore witness to His Son in 
three ways: 
, 1. By sealing �im. "Him hath God 
the Father sealed" (ch. 6. 27). This took 
place at the beginning of His public 
mintstry. As He came.up out of the ,vaters 
of baptism the Sp�it descended from 
Heaven like a dove and abode upon Him. 
The dove was the emblem of purity and 
peace, and the gift of the Holy Spirit in 
this manner was the Father's public 
approbation of Jesus. It was accompanied 
by a voice from the opened Heaven, saying, 
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased" (Matt. 3. 17). In this we 
have a striking manifestation of the 
Trinity. The Son here on earth, the 
Father speaking from Heaven, and the 
Holy Spirit descending-three Persons, 
ONE GOD. 

2. By speaking from Heaven in re-
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sponse to His request, "Father, glorify 
Thy Name" (ch. 12. 28). It seemed like 
thunder to the crowd who heard the 
noise, but could not discern the meaning. 
In one sentence it summed up the 
results of His life and death. Of the 
former it said, "I have glorified it." 
Of the latter it said, "And will glorify 
it again" (ch. 12. 28, 29). 

3. By being continually with Him,
He could say, "The Father hath not 
left Me alone' ' (ch. 8. 29) . His words 
and His works were evidence of the 
Father's abiding presence. Truly He was 
" a Man approved of God by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did 
by Him" (Acts 2 22). 
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IV. 

THE WITNESS OF THE 

SCRIPTURES. 

The witness of the Scriptures is fre­
quently referred to in John's Gospel, but 
is specially emphasised in chapter 5. 39: 
"Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify of J\ie." This is one of 
the greatest statements ever Christ made. 
It is His own appeal to the testimony of 
the Scriptures concerning Himself. He 
lays His hand upon the entire Old Testa­
ment, from· Genesis to Malachi, and says, 
"All these Scriptures testify of Me. " 

1 . The Witness of the Prophets. 

One line of witness is found in the 
prophets: "To Him give all the prophets 
witness" (Acts 10. 43). Hundreds of 
predictions find their fulfilment in Him. 
We can only note a few by way of illustra­
tion. For example: (1) His Birth. - When 
the curse fell upon Adam and Eve a coming 
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Deliverer ,vas promised ,vho should bruise 
the serpent's head (Gen. 3. 15) Further 
on His descent is predicted, showing that 
He was to come of the seed of Abraham 
(Gen. 12. 3). Again, dying Israel foretold 
that our Lord should spring out of Judah 
(Gen. 40. 10). Isaiah limits His lineage 
to the house of David (ch. 2. 1-10), and 
predicts His virgin birth (ch. 9. 6, 7). 
Micah adds that this should take place at 
Bethlehem (ch. 5 2). These predictions, 
written centuries before the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, ,vere fulfilled in every 
detail. (2) His Death: Psalm 22 and 
Isaiah 53 describe !llinutely the sufferings 
of Christ and the glory that should follow. 
If "predictions so remote in time and 
minute in detail" are fulfilled in Him, He 
must be a divine person-the Messiah. 

2. The Witness of the Types.

Another line of witness is found in the 
types and symbols which ,vere fulfilled 
in Him. The Ark, saving from the flood ; 
the story of the Passover, the Tabernacle, 
its furniture, sacrifice, and worship; the 
smitten rock, the serpent lifted up, all 
symbolise the glories · of the Son of God. 
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"Christ is found everywhere in the Old 
Testament, as the scarlet line is found 
everywhere in the cordage of the British 
Navy, cut it where you will." 

To many the Old Testament is little 
more than a collection of Eastern stories, 
because they have not seen Christ in it 
Once Christ is seen every line of it becomes 
radiant vvith meaning. You may have seen 
a card with a picture of some rural scene, 
and underneath ... the words, "Find out the 
face. " You hold the card this way and 
that way until all of a sudden you behold 
a face. When once you have found that, 
you can never look at the card again without 
seeing it., You only wonder you did not 
see it before. 

The Theme of the Types 

Dr. A. C. Dixon relates 'the following-: 
"A friend described to me a painting which 
hung on the walls of his boyhood home. 
When you first saw it it was a beautiful 
landscape, with trees, streams, houses, 
and people; but while gazing upon it, all 
these beautiful things began to form into 
a human face. On a closer inspection you 
perceived that the whole picture was 
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intended to give the face of Christ The 
devout student of the Scriptures is ·con­
stantly having experiences like this. He 
sees in the Bible trees of faithfulness, 
streams of truth, landscapes of loveliness 
in deed and character, but they are all so 
arranged in their relation to Christ as to 
bring out the features of His character." 
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V. 

THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. 

This section gives our Lord's last com­
munications to His disciples, and closes 
with His prayer to the Father for them. 
It illustrates in many ways His perfect love 
and deep devotion to "His own " "Having 
loved His own which were in the wor Id, 
He loved them unto the end" (ch. 13. 1). 

His first act showed how He made 
provision for the cleansing of defilements 
which they had contracted by the way. 
He took a towel and girded Himself, and 
began to wash their feet. This was the 
,vork of a slave, and sets Him forth as 
servant of both God and man. The going 
out of Judas illustrates cleansing from 
internal defilement. Immediately after 
his exit Jesus said, "N6w is the Son 
of Man glorified" (ch. 13. 31). He was 
glorified in the going out of evil. 

The case of Judas is a very solemn one , 
and shows that a man may be very near 
Christ, yet lost. "He went out, and it was 
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night" (v. 30). He went out from the best 
company on earth-out from the place of 
Christ's rule, out from the place of light 
and blessedness, to darkness and doom. 

In chapter 14 we have the antidote for 
all kinds of trouble-faith in God, faith 
in Christ and His coming again, faith in 
Heaven, faith in the Holy Spirit. 

Chapters 15 and 16 deal with the union 
of Christ and His disciples under the figure 
of the vine and its branches, the hatred 
and persecution of the wor Id, and the 
mission of the Hoiy Spirit. 

The Spirit is called 

The Comforter or the Paraclete, 

that is, One who would undertake and 
carry through their cause. He would teach 
them all things, He ,vould guide them 
into all truth, He would show them 
things to come, and He would abide with 
them for ever. The Lord showed how the 

• 

Spirit would first testify to the disciples 
themselves in order to their being \Vit­
nesses to the wor Id . His purpose is that 
of glo_rifying Christ. "He shall glorify 
Me" (ch. 16. 14). "He shall testify of 
Me" (ch. 15 11). 
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\Ve have a complete statement of His 
mission to the world in chapter 16. 8-11. 
"He ,vill reprove the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment." His 
office is to convict, but the subjects con­
cerning which He convicts are related to 
the person and ,vork of Christ "Of sin, 
because they believed not on Me. " Sin 
is refusal to believe in Him (v. 9). To 
reject Him is fatal "Of righteousness, 
because I go to My Father" (v. 10). His 
going to the Father is the standing witness 
of righteousness there, not here. This is 
the Spirit's proof of righteousness. Man 
condemned and killed the righteous One, 
but God raised Him from the dead, and 
set Him at His o,vn right hand. "Of 
judgment. because the prince of this 
world is judged 11 {v. 11}. The Spirit 
convinces of victory gained and judgment 
pronounced over, the prince of this world. 
The world's ruler is already judged. 

The great truths taught about the Holy 
Spirit in these chapters are illustrated in 

"The Acts of the Apostles. " 

Look at Peter's sermon on the day of 
Pentecost. It was a simple, straight­

& 
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forward address, in substance a citation 
of Old Testament Scriptures, with their 
fulfilment in the death and resurrection 
of Christ. Christ whom they had rejected, 
Christ whom God had exalted, Christ 
through whom forgiveness of sins and 
every other blessing was offered. Look at 
the result. His hearers were convicted of 
sin, and converted to God. This witness 
is still being continued. The Spirit is 
continually convicting men of sin and 
revealing Christ to them. Spirit-filled 
people always delight to testify of Chtist. 
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VI. 

THE WITNESS OF CHRIST 

CONCERNING HIMSELF. 

Christ bore witness concerning Himself. 

I. IN HIS TEACHING.

Every word He is reported to have 
spoken of Himself is uttered on the 
assumption that He is God. We shall 
note a few of the claims He made. 

1. He Claimed Divine Attributes.

(1) OMNISCIENCE. Hesaw into Nathanael's
heart when he was under the fig-tree 
(ch. 1. 48}. He read the whole past 
life of the woman at the well, although 
He had never met with her before (ch. 4). 
He knew of the death of Lazarus 1 although 
He was many miles away from Bethany 
(ch. 11. 11-14). (2) OMNIPRESENCE.
While down here on earth He spoke of 
Himself as "the Son of Man ,vhich is in 
Heaven" (ch. 3. 13) . He healed the 
nobleman's son at a distance (ch. 4. 50). 
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(3) OMNIPOTENCE. He claimed the po,ver
to raise His own body from the grave.
He likened His body to a temple which
the Jews might destroy, and which He
would raise up again in three days {ch.
2. 19-21). He affirmed that He had power
to lay down His life, and power to take it
again (ch 10. 18). He declared that the
spiritually dead should hear His voice and
live, and that the hour is coming when all
that are in the graves shall hear His voice
and come forth. He claimed power to
pronounce judgment on human character
and destiny, from which there can be no
appeal.

2 He Appropriated to Himself 

Divine Names. 

In His interview with Nicodemus He 
designated Himself "The only b�gotten 
Son of God, ,, thus claiming equality with 
God ( compare ch. 3. 18 with ch. 5. 18) . 
He calls Himself the "I AM,, (ch. 8. 58) , a 
name which implies eternal self-existence, 
and our Lord's use of it was an assertion 
of His Deity and of His identity ,vith 
Jehovah (Exod. 3 14) . "I AM, ' ' not "I

was. " "The Eternal One kno,vs no tenses ; 
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past and future are present to Him who is 
both without beginning and without end. " 

3. He Demands Our Faith.

He puts faith in Himself !Ji the same 
category as faith in the Father (ch. 14. 1). 
Belief in Him is absolutely essential to 
salvation Our attitude towards Him 
settles for us the issues of Eternity. "He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life, and he that believeth:not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on Him" (ch. 3. 36) -l

II. IN HIS CHARACTER.

By this expression is meant the mora I 
glory of His life 

1 His Glories are Threefold: 

Personal, .official, and moral. His personal 
glory is that which belongs to Him as the 
Son of God. His official glory is that 
which belongs to Him as the Mediator. 
His personal and official glories were 
commonly hid as He passed through this 
world. But His moral glory could not be 
hid. He was perfect in all His ways. 



62 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

2. Other Men h�ve their Strong

Points. 

We have heard of the patience of Job, 
the faith of Abraqam, the meekness of 
Moses, and the courage of Daniel. But 
no one ever discovers the strongest point 
in Christ's character, because there are 
no weak ones. In Him there is no 
unevenness; everything is in beautiful 
proportion. This perfect combination of 
virtues is the moral glory of the Son of 
God 4 His life was under the closest 
observation of both friends and foes, but 
only "grace and beauty shone in all His 
steps below. " 

We observe in Him a tenderness and a 
kindness never seen in any other. See 
Him under trial as He suffered at the hands 
of men (chs. 18, 19), betrayed by Judas, 
denied by Peter, smitten by the officers, 
questioned by Pilate, mocked by the 
soldiers. Yet no flaw of temper, no word 
or look of unkindness obscured the glory 
of His life. Every circumstance in which 
He was placed became only the occasion 
of a further revelation of His wondrous 
character. 
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3. Other Men have Failures.

Jesus had none. He never recalled a 
word; He never retraced a step; He never 
apologised. When Martha said to Him, 
"Lord

., 
if Thou hadst been here my 

brother had not died, " He does not 
excuse His delaying two days in the place 
where He was. He gives her a further 
revelation of the glory of His person. 
He said : "Thy brother shall rise again. " 
" I am the Resurrection and the Life" 
( ch . 11 . 21-25) . 

Jesus never confessed sin. He could 
stand before His bitterest enemies, and 
say, "Which of yoll convinceth Me of 
sin? " (ch. 8. 46) . He was absolutely 
sinless; in life and in death faultless. As 
the self-witness of the Bible proves it 
.to be inspired of God, so the character 
of Christ proves the reality of His claims 
to be " God manifest in the flesh. " 

III. INHIS SELF-MANIFESTATIONS.

He revealed Himself to the world and
to His disciples. To both He appeared as 
Life, Light, and Love. 

As the well-known teacher ., W. GRAHAM
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SCROGGIE, has pointed. out: "This three­
fold revelation enters into the substance 
of the whole book, and is the key to its 
structure. " 

The book may be divided into two main 
"' 

parts. 

(1) .· Chapters 1-12, in which Christ
manifests Himself chiefly to the world. 

(2). Chapters 13-21, in which He mani­
fests Himself chiefly to His disciples 

In the first part the order is from Life 
to Love, but in the second part the order 
is from Love to Life. For example, He 
appears as Life to Nicodemus in chapter 3; 
as Light to the Samaritan woman in 
chapter 4; and as Love to the nobleman 
in chapter 4. Again, He presents Himself 
as Life in chapters 5-7; as Light in chapters 
S, 9; and as Love in chapters 10, 11 . Then 
He reveals Himself 'as Love in chapter 13; 
as Light in chapters 14-16; and as Life in 
chapter 17. Finally, Love is outraged, 
Light is rejected; and Life is laid down in 
chapters 18, 19. But He arose from the 
dead, and in resurrection His disciples see 
Him again as Love, Light, and Life iµ 
chapterc; 20, 21. 

The self-manifestation of Jesus to the 
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wor Id had two effects. Some rejected Him . 
"He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not" (ch. 1 .. 11). We can 
trace the development of their unbelief 
from secret murmuring to open opposition, 
culminating in the crucifixion. A be­
lieving remnant received Him, felt the 
power of His words and works, and became 
His witnesses. 
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VII. 

THE WITNESS OF 

VARIO US lNDIVIDUALS. 

The Gospel of John repeatedly sets 
pef ore us the testimony of various 
individuals as to the effect upon them 
of the claims and words of Jesus. 
These individuals include Andrew, Philip, 
Nathanael, Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, the man born blind, Mary, 
Thomas, and Peter. We shall briefly 
note how these were won to the side of 
Christ, and what they said concerning Him. 

1. Andrew (ch. 1. 35-41).
These verses show us that the first 

disciples were won, as so many have been 
since, by personal soul-winning effort. 
John the Baptist won Andrew, and Andrew 
in turn won his own brother Simon. He 
went after him, told him of his own 
experience, and brought him to Jesus 
Himself. Andrew's testimony is full of 
meaning. He said: "We have found the 
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Messias, ,vhich is, being interpreted, the· 
Christ.,, He had evidently been looking 
and hoping for Him, and now he had 
found Him. 

MESSIAH, both in Hebrew and Greek, 
means the Anointed One. In the Old 
Testament three offices were conferred by 
the ceremony of anointing, namely, those 
of prophet, priest, and king. All these 
offices belong to the Lord Jesus, 

0

f or He is 
the promised 

Prophet, Priest, and King. 

John's Gospel manifests Him in each of 
these characters: (a) As Prophet we find 
Him exercising His ministry in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee of the Gen­
tiles. The same order which He afterwards 
enjoined for the evangelistic activities of 
the Church. (b) As Priest we see Him in 
chapters 14-17 in the holy place in 
intimate fellowship with His disciples, 
discoursing of heavenly things. Chapter 
17 is the model of His present High 
Priestly intercession. Like the Christian 
course, it begins with the Cross and 
ends with the glory. MARTIN LUTHER

said that "this marvellous chapter is 
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worth all the books in the world." (c) As 
King He appears in chapter 12. 12-15 
sitting upon a young ass, according to 
Zechariah 9. 9, and the crowd welcome 
Him with "Hosanna 1· Blessed is the 
King of Israel, that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord." This shall be said again 
by the repentant ·remnant of Israel who 
shall see Him when He comes to reign 

- (Matt. 23. 39)

2 Philip (ch. 1 43-45). 

From these verses we gather that Jesus 
brought Philip to Himself without any 
human instrumentality. Others found 
Jesus, but Philip was found of Him. He 
was the first man Jesus called to f ollo,v 
Him.- The first to whom He used the great 
formula: "Follow Me."

Philip immediately saw in Christ the 
One who embodied all the ideals of Moses 
and the prophets; the One who answered 
to the predictions and promises of the O Id 
Testament Scriptures. As such he con­
fessed Him to Nathanael: "We have found 
Him, of whom Moses in the law and the 
prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Son of Joseph " He was the Son of, God 
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who came to Nazareth, and only as such 
could He be "Jesus of Nazareth" or "Son 
of Joseph. " 

3 .. Nathanael (ch. 1. 46-51). 

The mention of Nazareth, with its 
proverbial ill-repute, suggested doubt to 
Nathanael's mind, so he asked: "Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ? " 
Philip, though unable to solve the diffi­
culty, showed him how to get over it 
He said : "Come and see 

1 
" and Nathanael 

took his advice; truly "a noble remedy 
against preconceived opinions." He saw 
Jesus for himself, and his doubts vanished 
as mists before the sun. The Lord who thus 
manifested Himself to his heart and con .. 
science is confessed as "Son of God" and 
"King of Israel. " 

Jesus had already seen Nathanael when 
he was under the fig-tree, when he had 
thought himself seen by none, but the tree 
has never grown which could conceal a 
soul from His eye. In the story of 
Nathanael's conversion we have a picture 
of coming Millennial blessing. The fig­
tree represents the nation, and Nathanael 
the remnant who shall turn to the Lord in 
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the last days, and confess Him as "Son 
of God" and "King of Israel. " Then shall 
the promise be fulfilled: "Hereafter ye 
shall see Heaven open and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man. " Jacob's ladder was a sign 
of blessing beyond the limits of his own 
people. It was a type of Jesus, who was 
not only King of Israel, but Son of Man. 

This chapter abounds in striking names

and titles of our Lord. He is called the 
Word, the Light, the Life, the Only 
Begotten of the Father, the Christ, the 
Lamb of God, the Master, Son of God, 
King of Israel, and Son of Man. 

_4. Nicodemus {ch. 3. 1-21). 

Nicodemus is described as "a ruler of 
the Jews, " that is, an ecclesiastical ruler, 
a member of the Council consisting of 
seventy distinguished priests, Levites, doc­
tors, and elders. He was an admirable 
type of the world of men outside the king­
dom, blameless in all the righteousness of 
the law, and irreproachable in moral 
character. Seeing Jesus and hearing His 
testimony had produced a sense of need in 
his heart ; but knowing that the wor Id 
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would be against him, he decided to go to 
Jesus by night. 

The IJord taught him that entrance to 
the kingdom comes, not through religion, 
nor learning, but through the ne,v birth. 
"Except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. " Man requires a 
new birth beca11se he has an evil nature. 
"That ,vhich is born of the flesh is flesh," 
and "They that are in the -flesh cannot 
please God. " The new birth is not a 
reformation of the old nature, but the. im­
parting of a new, oeing "born of water and 
of the Spirit." Water is here used as an 
emblem of the Word of God, which is the 
Spirit 'g instrument in His regenerating 
work in the soul (1 Peter 1. 23). But the 
natural man, however gifted, moral, or 
refined, is blind to spiritual truth. So 
Nicodemus did not understand, and be­
trayed' his ignorance of spiritual things 
by the questions he asked. 

The Lord now proceeded to make the way 
of life more plain to him by dire�ting his 
attention to the story of the brazen serpent. 
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, that the bitten Israelite might 
look and live, even so must the Son of 
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Man be lifted up . The way of life is 
through faith in Christ crucified; it is the 
way of God's providing. "For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have ever­
lasting life " ( ch . 3. 16) . Since these 
wonderful words of I if e were first uttered 
they have brought millions of mankind 
to trust in the Saviour, and filled them 
with salvation's joy. 

I would with joy record my own 
personal experience as to the power of 
this great text. As a boy of thirteen it 
directed me to Christ . I ts message came to 
me like -cold water to a thirsty soul, and 
like good news from a far country. I saw 
that God loved and gave, and that I had 
only to believe and have. I there and then 
trusted in Him, and so passed from death 
unto life. Many years have rolled away 
since then, and I have still no doubt that 
I was made, at that tender age, the subject 
of an enduring conversion. 

How Nicodemus himself received the 
message this chapter does not say, but the 
effect upon him may be inferred from 
chapters 7. 50 and 19. 39. In the first 
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passage we see him standing for Jesus in 
the presence of the Council,. putting in a 
plea for Him, and sharing the reproach of 
the rejected One. In the second passage 
,ve find him where the Lord at the first 
had directed him, viz., at the Cross. The 
death of Christ, which caused others to 
fear, made him bold, and ,vith Joseph he 
came forward and reverently buried the 
sacred body. Thus grace had overcome his 
natural timidity, and he owns and honours 
,the Lord, not "by night, " nor in the pre­
sence of the Council only, but in broad 
daylight and in the presence of the world. 

5 The Woman of Samaria 
( ch . 4 . 1-42) . 

We ha ve
,.
here one of the sweetest stories 

of grace on record. A poor Samaritan 
woman is made the pattern of the work­
manship of Jesus. He had chosen Nico­
demus, the religious man, to show that in 
spite of bis religion he needed new life. 
Now He chooses the defiled woman to 
show that, in spite of all her sins, she 
might be saved by grace, and have a well 
of. living water in her soul. In order to 
reach her the Lord left Judea, the scene 

F 
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of His labours hitherto, and "He must 
needs go through Samaria" (v. 4). There 
was a must needs for every word He spoke 
and for every act He per£ ormed. 

His love for sinners constrained Him to 
go that ·way that He might meet ,vith the 
woman at the well. He knew exactly 
when and where to find her. "Jesus there­
fore, being wearied with His journey, sat 
thus on the well: and it was about the 
-sixth houi· ; there cometh a woman of 
Samaria to draw water. Jesus saith unto 
her, Give Me to drink" ( vv. 6, 7). This 
is perhaps the most human of all the 
scenes in our Lord's life here below. He 
is as truly Man as God. Behold Him, a 
lonely traveller, ,vorn, exhausted, thirsty, 
requesting a drink of water from a 
stranger's liand. But that Voice that 
sard " Give Me to drink" is the same 
that said to the sea 

"Peace, be Still ! " 

and there was a calm; that said to the 
demons, "Come out of him," and they 
came out; that commanded Lazarus to 
"come forth" from his grave, and he 
came forth. 



WITNESS OF INDIVIDUALS. 75 

"Hear, oh, hear the ,vondrons story, 
Let the ,vinds and ,vaters tell, 

'Tis the Christ, the King of Glory, 
�aiting at the well.'' 

The woman came alone to the ,vell, her 
sins had separated her from the cro,vd. 
N o,v the disciples must go a-way to make 
room for her that she might be alone with 
the Lord. He ,vas there to begin in her 
soul His 1-vork for Eternity; but she did 
not know the gift of God, nor who ,vas 
speaking to her. She was occupied ,vith 
her well, her waterpot, and her place 
of worship. How patiently and tenderly 
the Lprd dealt with her, bringing her to 
long for that ,vhich only He could give. 
She had sought for happiness, but found 
misery. 

All the pleasures of sin bear the stamp 
of death. Nothing here satisfies the heart.

"Whosoever drinketh of this ,vater shall 
thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst" (v. 14). It is the pure river of 
Water of Life, clear as crystal , and they 
who drink of it shall never thirst for the 
muddy waters of sin. "It shall be in 
him a well of ,vater, springing up into 
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everlasting life" (v. 14). It saves and 
satisfies. "The woman saith unto Him, 
-Sir, give me this ,vater that I thirst not,
p.either come hither to draw" (v. 15).
The Lord no,v began to deal ,vith her
conscience . He said : " Go, call thy
husband, and come hither" (v.. 16).
What memories that word called up! She
is made to look back over all things that
ever she did ;- to face the facts of her life

In the Presence of Her Maker and 

Judge. 

There must be confession before forgive­
ness. Her life had been shameful, now she 
is ashamed of it "The woman ans,vered 
and said, I have no husband" (v. 17). 
That was true, but' there was a further 
truth. Jesus said unto her: "Thou hast 
had five husbands, and he whom thou now 
hast is not thy husband" (v. 18). The 
whole dark story of the past is told. 

Everything comes out in the presence 
of Him who is the Light of the Wor Id. 
She recognises Him as a prophet. Her 
conscience is "dismayed, and she speaks of 
worship in order to turn the conversation. 
At las_t the point is reached ,vhere He can 
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make Himself known to her sin-sick 
heart. She ,vas waiting for the One who 
would tell her all things-the coming 
Messiah. "Jesus saith unto her, I that 
speak unto thee am He" (v. 26). The 
work was done. Christ was received, and 
the great blessing of salvation was hers. 

She was no,v ready to witness for Him 
who had saved her. The revelation of 
Christ to her soul ·was a powerful stimulus 
to make Him known to others. She left her 
waterpot, the symbol of her daily toil, 
went off to the town, and told the men 
of Jesus. She said, " Come, see a Man 
,vhich told me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the :christ?" (v. 29). She had 
owned Him before as a prophet, now she 
owns Him as the Messiah, God's anointed 
One. ... 

She said, "Come ! " She would go 
with them. She counted upon the same 
welcome for others as she herself had 
received. 

It is cheering to see �o,v God owned 
her simple testimony. ·Many believed on 
Him because of her -word, and many 
more believed because of His own word, 
and confessed Him as "The Christ, the 
Saviour of the ,vorld" (v. 42). 
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6. The Blind Man (ch. 9).

The man who was born blind has come 
down through history �ameless, yet more 
space is given to him in John's Gospel 
than to any other character. ,Great 
importance is attached to his testimony. 
The reading of it always stirs one up, 
imparting new life and fresh courage. The 
more we read and ponder it the more 
,ve feel its power. Had this man been 
like some people he would have kept 
quiet about getting his eyes opened. He 
might have reasoned, "It is not necessary 
for me to confess Christ. Why then should 
I say anything. about it?'' But God calls 
upon all -who have �een blessed through 
Christ to be His witnesses. This we owe 
to Him in praise, and to our fellowmen in 
love. As soon as the blind beggar received 
sight he began to witness for Christ. This 
chapter mentions three distinct circles in 
which he testified. 

( 1) The Home Circle.

To his parents (vv. 18-25). Doubtless he 
told them all about how his eyes were 
opened, but they were not prepared to 
admit all they knew; it would have cost 
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them too much "They feared the Jews, 
for the Jews ha� agreed already that if 
any man did confess that He was the Christ 
he should be put out of the synagogue" 
(v. 22). It was a serious thing to be put 
out of the synagogue in those days. It does 
not matter much now; but if a man were 
cast out then he was cast out of society, 
and even his business would suffer. So 
they saved themselves by saying, "We 
know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind, but by ,vhat means he now 
seeth we know not, or who hath opened 
his eyes we kno,v not" (vv. 20, 21) . Ho,v 
much better had they stood up with their 
noble son and thankfully acknowledged 
that he received his sight from Jesus of 

. 

Nazareth! Thus they might have led many 
others to believe in Him . 

(2) The Social Circle.

To his neighbours (vv. 8-11). The neigh­
bours were accustomed to the blind beggar, 
and having found him unexpectedly 
able to see they could not conceal their 
surprise and perplexity. His ,valk was 
so different and his entire expression so 
changed that some were in doubts as to his 
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identity. "Some said, This is he; others

said, He is like him; but he said, I am 
he'' (v. 9). This settled, the next question 
naturally was, "How ,vere thine eyes 
opened?" (v. 10) His reply was fresh and 
lively. He told a straightforward story as 
to what the Lord had done for him. "A 
Man that is called Jesus made clay, and 
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, 
Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash ; and 
I ,vent and washed, and I received sight'' 
(v 11). 

(3) The Religious Circle

To the Pharisees (vv. 15-17 and 24-31). 
When the neighbours had finished the 
religious leaders took up the. matter. They 
put the man through two examinations. 
The first as to the facts and manner of hi.5 
healing; the second as to his thoughts 
of his Benefactor. In both he gave no 
uncertain sound. His witness to Christ 
·was most exp licit. He stuck to the logic
of reality-his own personal experience.
"One thing I know, that whereas I was
blind, now I see" (v. 25). Neither infidel
nor philosopher could persuade him out
of that. The facts were certain, the
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evidence incontestible. But the Pharisees 
were blind to proofs. They could not bear 
his testimony, so they reviled him and 
spoke contemptibly of his Master, saying, 
"We know not from whence He is." The 
man now expressed surprise that so gr�at 
a wonder should be ,vrought and they 
unable to decide from whence the power 
came. They could not meet his arguments, 
so they cast him out of the synagogue. 

"Excommunication 

is the usual resort of prejudiced ecclesiastics 
,vhen Scripture and reason alike fail them. " 
After he was cast out Jesus found him, 
talked with him, and revealed Himself 
more fully to him. He found it better to 
be outside with Christ than inside \Vithout 
Him. He was satisfied; he said: "Lord, 
I believe," and he worshipped Him. 
This is a good place to leave him-at 
Jesus 1 £ eet. We shall meet him again by 
and by. 

As the sublime discourse on the Good 
Shepherd in chapter 10 grew out of the 
circumstances of the expulsion of the 
healed man because of his confession of 
Jesus, we !JlUSt note a fe,v points in 
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connection therewith. The sr;ribes and 
Pharisees are doubtless the persons Jesus 
has in mind in this discourse when He 
speaks of the "stranger," "the hireling,'' 
"the wolf," .and "the thief" as the enemies 
of the sheep. Such they had proved them­
selves to be by their treatment of this man. 
These were the thieves and robbers who 
came before the Good Shepherd. The 
Jews had many such in their national 
history. Prophets who prophesied smooth 
things for place and pelf. They had not 
a- true shepherd's heart They were in­
terested in the sheep without higher
motive than t�eir own aggrandisement.
The stranger wanted them to follo,v him ;
the hireling wanted to fleece them; the
wolf wanted to s.catter them; the thief
wanted to steal them. But what a c0n­
trast to all this is the true Shepherd 1
Jesus says, "I am the Good Shepherd,
the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the
sheep " ( v . 11 ) .

"When blood from a victim must flo,v, 
This Shepherd by pity was led 

To stand between us and the foe, 
And willingly died in our stead." 
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'fhe Fold and the Flock. 

The blind man ,vas one of Christ's 
sheep ,vho got the outside place. No 
doubt the Jews thought that he had been 
cut off from safety, seeing he ,vas outside 
their fold. But he was now really in 
safety, for he was under the personal care 
of the Shepherd. God o,vns no such thing 
now as a /old. "There shall be one flock 
and one Shepherd." All God's people are 
truly one. They are one· family, and God 
is the Father; one flock, and Christ is the 
Shepherd; one body, and the Holy Spirit 
is the bond of union. There may be many 
folds, and there are some who would have 

, 

us believe that if ,ve do not belong to their 
special fold we need scarcely assume that 
we belong to the flock. But the one test 
of our being His own is that ,ve hear His 
voice and follow Him. 

All His sheep are free, and in th is free­
dom they feed and rest in the good pastures 
which His love supplies. He leads them, 
gathers them·, protects them, and cares 
for them. They may be very lame and 
timid sheep, but they were purchased by 
the Saviour·'s Blood because He loved 
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them so. He says, "I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish" 
(v. 28). True, they are sheep and have a 
tendency to wander, but their Shepherd 
will seek then1 out, even

In the Cloudy and Dark Day, 

and bring them back to Himse If, and they 
shall never perish. They have a tendency 
to spiritual sickness, but their Shepherd 
will tend them, and they shall never 
perish. Time tries them, and they 
grow old, but they shall never perish. 
"Never" is a. long day, but it is no 
longer than grace will last. The rule has 
absolutely no exception. The whole of 
them �shall be preserved, for He knows 
their number, and will never lose one. 
He will count them all again in that day 
when He brings them home at last. This 
chapter throughout is in harmony ,vith the 
special purpose of John's Gospel to present 
the highest aspect of Christ's person and 
work. His work is that of a Substitute 
and Saviour,· but none other than God 
could speak .of Himself as He does. It is 
interesting to observe the opposite results 
produced by this discourse. The J e,vs 
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sought to stone Him. But many believed 
on Him. 

7 . Martha, Mary , and Lazarus 
( ch . 12 . 1-10) . 

Bethany ,vas a sweet spot to the Son of 
God. There His heart found rest in the 
house of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. 
How often after the toils and trials of 
the day did He retire in the evening to 
Bethany to enjoy the hospitality and 
affectionate sympathy of those He foved 
so well I At the beginning of the last 
week .of His earthly life we find Him 
once more in the home of this well 
loved family. It was His last shelter 
be£ ore He suffered on the Cross . His 
foes plotted His death, but His friends 
gathered around Him at the social board. 
"There they made Him a supper" (v. 2). 
This was a noble tribute to give Him in 
face of the command of {the chief priests 
and Pharisees (ch. 11 . 57) . Rejected 
by the world, He found His place ,vith 
the remnant ,vho owned Him as Lord of 
life and King of glory. In this remnant 
we have a picture of the saints in their 
varions character of communion with the 
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Lord. In Martha serving, Lazarus sitting, 
�{ary anointing we see 

Service, Communion, and Worship. 

Martha loved the Lord with all her heart, 
and showed it by serving Him. Lazarus 
loved Him too, and showed it by sitting 
beside Him, hearing His voice and learning 
His ways. The world ,vould probably 
never have heard of Lazarus unless the 
iiory of God had been bound up with his 
sickness and death and resurrection. His 
voice is never heard. We have no record 
of anything he said, but he sat beside his 
Lord, the silent witness of His quickening 
power, and through his quiet testimony 
many believed on Him. Macy sho,ved her 
Jove in a different way. She took a pound 
of ointment-of spikenard, very costly, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus. The ointment 
was all the more precious to Him because 
her heart was with it. Her vision of Jesus 
was such that it constrained her to give all. 
Love must show itself regardless of cost. 
To her it was m9re blessed to give than to 
receive. But she not only gave Him her 
precious treasure, her personal glory was 
also la-id at His feet. She wiped His feet 
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with her hair. Such a sacrifice could not 
pass without being felt by others. "The 
house ,vas filled with the odour of the 
ointment" (v. 3) A life fully consecrated 
has ahvays a sweet odour. 

But there was 

An Objector Present. 

As Judas looked upon the act of love he 
coolly calculated the 1owest selling price 
of the ointment, and said, "Why ,vas not 
this ointment sold for three hundred pence,­

and given to the poor?" (v. 5). "This he 
said, not that he cared for the poor, but 
because he ,vas a thief, and had the bag, 
u.nd bare what ,vas put therein" (v. 6). 
Poor Judas, he had a covetous heart, and 
would have liked the sum added to his 
unla. wful gain. He could not see beyond 
his own self-interest. His sanctimoniouc; 
talk of the poor was only intended to hid� 
his real self. He did not really care for the 
poor. The best friends of the poor have 
always been those who are the most devoted 
friends of Christ. The Lord appreciated 
Mary's whole-hearted devotion to Himself. 
He, understood the full significance of her 
service, and said, "Let her alone, against 
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the day of my b!1rying hath she kept this" 
(v. 7). 

The incident sets in striking contrast 
the two figures of Mary, who, constrained 
by love, delighted to give her best, and of 
J u_das, who, ruled by covetousness, was 
only eager to get . 

8. Mary Magdalene (ch. 20. 1-18).
The death, burial, and resurrection of 

Christ are an essential part of the Gospel, 
and formed a chief theme of apostolic 
preaching. In the glad tidings proclaimed 
by Paul he delivered "first of all, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures; and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15. 3, 4). As 
these truths are fundamental to the 
Christian faith the Spirit of God has 
taken care that they should have adequate 
testimony. 

In chapter 19. 23-37 we have the story 
of the crucifixion and a record of the wit­
nesses of Christ's death, including scribes, 
Pharisees, priests, .J e,vs, Roman soldiers, 
also some of Christ 's friends, the three 
Marys, and the Apostle John, 
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In connection with His bur·ial we have 
the confession of the hitherto secret dis­
ciples, Joseph and Nicodemus. 

Then in chapter 20 we have the \Vitnesses 
of His resurrection. (1) .Mary Magdalene. 
(2) Peter and John, who sa-\V the trophies
of His triumph over death, the linen
clothes and the napkin, and were after,vards
associated in proclaiming the Saviour's
resurrection. Then we have the risen
Lord's first and second appearance to the
assembled disciples; so that the resurrec­
tion of Christ is a well-attested fact.

We shall now look more particularly at 

The Testimony of Mary . 

. She is first mentioned in Luke 8. 2 as 
"lVIary lVlagdalene, out of ,vhom went seven 
devils." She had been complet€:1Y pos­
sessed and dominated by Satan's power; 
but Christ had set her free. The Lord in 
thus saving her had so touche<l her heart 
with a sense of His love that He became 
from that moment the object of her deep 
affection. She loved much because she 
had been forgiven much. She proved the 
reality of her love by cleaving to Him 111

the time of His rejection. 
G 
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No,v we see her early at the sepulchre 
see king the body of her Lord, but finding 
the grave empty she hastened to tell Peter 
and John of her disappointment. She �an, 
her ,vhole soul strung to its utmost with 
anxiety, "and saith unto them, They have 
taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
and we know not where they have- laid 
Him " (v. 2) . Again, ,ve read "Mary 
stood without at the sepulchre weeping »

( v . 11 ) . She is 

The Picture of Inconsolable Grief. 

It is the effect of the death of Christ upon 
.a heart that really loved Him. She 
lingers at the spot as one bound to that 
tomb by the cords of faith and love. 

Looking into the sepulchre she saw 
"t,vo angels in white sitting, the one at the 

head and the other at the feet, w4ere the 
body of Jesus had lain" (v. 12). A won­
derful testimony to the dignity of the One 

' 

·whose precious body had lain there. But
the angels could not compensate for the
absence of His body. They asked her why
-she wept, and she spoke out her grief to
them without fear. "They have taken
away my Lord, and� I know not ,vhere they
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have laid Him" (v. 13). "And when she 
had thus said, she turned herself back, 
and saw Jesus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jesus" (v. 14). She had 
looked for Him in the grave, and ,vhen 
she saw Him in the garden she did not 
�now Him. 

"Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou ? Whom seekest thou ? " 
(v. 15). She

! 
supposing Him to be the 

gardener, saith unto him, "Sir, if thou 
have borne Him hence, tell me ,vhere thou 
hast laid Him, and I \vill take Him away" 
(v. 15). This is the language of sublime 
affection. She measured the strength of 
her arms by the force of her love. It was 
enough. 

"Mary." 

Jesus could no longer refrain Himself. 
"He saith unto her, Mary" (v. 16). It is 
the oft-repeated name in His well-known 
voice. The work was done, the great dis­
covery made. It was the Good Shepherd 
calling His own sheep by name. She ,vas 
the same to Him as ever. "She turned 
herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni, 
which is to say, Master" (v. 16). Rabboni 

.. 

was at once an expression of her joy and 
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an ackno,vledgment of Him as her Lord 
and Master. 

"Rab boni." 

In this connection we cannot do better 
than q�ote the words of Dr. A. T. PIE.RSON : 
"Well might Mary Magdalene cry, with 
the mingled rapture of joy and tears, 
'Rabboni.' Rab was a Hebre\v title, 
meaning a great one, arrd applied in Je\vish 
schools to acknowledged teachers and 
masters. Rabbi is more emphatic, 'my 
master, ' and marks a higher dignity, the 
comparative degree. But Rabboni was 
the superlative. 'My great master,' most 
honourable of all, and applied to but seven 
persons, all of whom were pre-eminent in 
the Rabbinical schools. In that word 
'Rabboni' Mary surrendered her very 
self to the authority and supremacy of her 
risen Lord . " 

She next sought to show by her action 
what words failed· to express, but she ,vas 
checked. "Jesus saith unto her, Touch 
Me not ; for I am not yet ascended to l\f y 
Father, but go to My brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and 
your Father ; and to My God, and your 
God" (v. 17). These are 
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Words of Incomparable Glory. 

If we have read the Gospel of John 
aright we are prepm-ed for ascension. 
There is more in it about ascension than 
there is about resurrection. Jesus has been 
speaking of going back all through it. He 
came from Heaven, and He must return 
to it. Mary is sent to the disciples with 
the message of sonship. First they were 
servants, then disciples; a little before His 
death, friends; n<:w after His resurrection 
they are His brethren.

"Mary lVIagdalene came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and 
that He had spoken these things unto 
her" (v. 18). To a ,voman ,vas this honour 
given to be the first that sa,v the risen 
Lord. "He appeared first to· lVIary Mag­
dalene, out of whom He had cast seven 
devils" (Luke 8. 2). Mary no,v disappears, 
she is not mentioned again in Scripture. 
She disappears in the brightness of His 
presence. 

May we love the Lord as she did. 
He will appear to us also and call us 
by name, and employ us in His blessed 
service. 
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9. Thomas (ch. 20. 24-29).

On the- occasion of the risen Lord's 
appearances to the assembled disciples they 
had a striking proof of the power of His 
resurrection life. Jesus entered, although 
the doors were shut, .and stood in their 
midst. He was still the same Jesus ,vho 
had been crucified. " He showed unto 
them His hands and His side. Then were 
the discip�es glad when they saw the 
Lord" (v. 20). 

But Thomas was not ,vith them ,vherf 
Jesus came. What could have kept 
him away? We cannot tell. But he 
was absent while members of the little 
gathering were holding communion with 
their risen Lord. Whatever kept him 
a,yay, he was severely punished for his 
absence. He lost the first and best 
sight of his risen Master, and His 
first and best benediction of peace. He 
missed the first taste of the blessing, and 
abode in the darkness of unbelief, ,vhilst 
the rest were filled with gladness. May 
,ve learn frorrt his experience that it is 
not good to be out of fellowship with 
the body of believers, nor to be absent 
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from the place where Jesus manifests 
Himself. 

Thomas was accustomed to look on 

The Dark Side of Things. 

When Jesus proposed to go into Judea 
to raise Lazarus, Thomas said to his 
fellow-disciples: "Let us also go that 
,ve may die with Him" (ch. 11. 16).
He felt sure that his Master would never 
leave Judea alive, and therefor� determined 
to die with Him. 

The next time Thomas speaks is when 
Jesus and His disciples are still in the 
upper room where the last Passover had 
just been celebrated. When the Master 
spoke of His impending departure Thomas 
said: "Lord, we know not whither Thou 
goest, and how can we know the ,vay?" 
(ch. 14. 5) . This drew from the Lord the 
golden sentenGe: "I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me" {ch. 16. 2-6). 

Again, in this chapter, when the other 
disciples said to him, "We have seen the 
Lord," Thomas replied, "Except I shall 
.see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the 



96 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

nails, and thrust my hand into His side, 
I ,vill not believe" (v. 25). He would 
walk by sight, not by faith. 

But 
"Doubting Thomas" 

did not miss the next meeting of the dis­
ciples. "And a·fter eight days again His 
disciples were within, and Thomas was 
with them" (v. 26). Jesus now suited 
Himself to his needs. He complied with 
the condition that his unbelief had laid 
down. "Then saith He to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand and thrust it 
into My side, and be not faithless, but 
believing" (v. 27). We do not read that 
Thomas availed himself of this invitation. 
It was sufficient for him to see. His un­
belief fled before the visible presence of 
Jesus. What the disciples had failed to 
do in a week's reasoning Jesus did in 
a moment by His word. The glory of 
Christ broke upon him in a flood, and 
"Thomas answered and said unto Him, 

My Lord, and My God ! " 

This was not a mere expression of surprise 
or astonishment. The ,vords were addressed 
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to Jesus Himself, and there was in them a 
confession of His authority over him, 
uMY LORD;" and of His Deity, "MY 
Gon. " This is the highest confession of 
all. The name of God is expressly given 
to Christ in His o,vn presence and by one 
of His o,vn apostles. "It surpasses all 
that has been yet uttered, nor can it be 
surpassed by anything that ever ,vill be 
uttered in earth or Heaven. " 

Because Thomas sa,v he believed. But 
there is a more excellent way. It is better 
to believe without seeing, hence the 
,vriting of this precious book. "These are 
\\1ritten that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing ye might have life through His 
Name" (v. 31). "Blessed are they that 
have not seen, and vet have believed" 
; 

� 

(v. 29). "Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whoin, though now ye see Him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 
1. 8).

10. Simon Peter (ch. 21).

At the end of the previous chapter there 
is a formal close of the book. The incidents 
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of this chapter are evidently intended to 
reveal the permanent relation between 
the risen Lord and His struggling people. 
"Jesus showed Himself again · to the 
disciples at the sea of Tiberias" (v. 1), 
that is, the Sea of Galilee. 

The Composition of the Seven 

Disciples 

is significant: SIMON PETER and THOMAS 
(called Didymus), the denier and the 
doubter; NATHANAEL, of Cana in Galilee, 
whose name only appears here and in 
chapter 1 ; the SONS OF ZEBEDEE, else­
where called "The sons of thunder;" and 
TWO OTHER of His disciples, unnamed, 
showing that the Lord has a place for 
undistinguished people. 

They had all companied with the Master 
during the time of His public ministry, 
and were fittingly . chosen to see Him 
together on the occasion of His last 
appearance. At the suggestion of Peter 
they ,vent afishing � "and that night they 
caught nothing" (v. 3). What could 
have been the cause of their failure? 
They knew the lake well, and were 
experienced fishermen, yet a whole night 
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of toil brought them no results. They 
failed_ because they acted in disobedience 
to the divine will. 

At the Breaking of the Day 

the Master came upon the scene. His 
presence at once changed everything for 
the disciples. He knew ho,v to direct 
them, that their efforts should be successful. 
The risen Lord on the shore shared in the 
toil of His servants on the restless sea. 
He said to them: "Cast the net on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find" (v. 6). 
They immediately obeyed, and enclosed 
"a multitude of fishes." John ,vas the 
first to recognise Him ; his keen eye of 
love knew Him to be the Lord. 

When Peter heard John say "It is the 
Lord" (v. 7), true to his character he 
sprang in to the sea and swam to shore, 
leaving the rest to drag the net as best 
they could. The Lord no\v showed His 
interest in their physical condition. He 
knew they were cold and hungry after the 
experiences of the night, and Himself 
prepared a fire and a breakfast that they 
might be warmed and fed. He also re­
cognised their ,vork, and said, "Bring of 
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the fish which ye have now caught" (v. 
10). Simon Peter therefore drew the net 
to land full of great fishes, an hundred 
and fifty and three; and although there 
were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

It is interesting to compare this 

"Post-Resurrection Haul" 

with the first miraculous draught (Luke 
5. 1-11) . The correspondences and the
contrasts are striking.

ln both there had been-a night of fruit­
less toil. 

In both the command was given to let 
down the net once again. 

In both obedience was followed by 
success. 

In the one case the Master is in the boat 
,vith them; in the other He is on the shore. 

In the one case the net broke ; in. the 
other it did not break. 

In the one Peter said : "Depart from 
me;" in the other he cast himself into the 
sea to reach the Lord. 

The one exhibits the principles of 
service while He is still with them; the 
other exhibits the principles of service 
when He is removed from them.· 
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"This is now the third time that Jesus 
sho,ved Himself to His disciples, after that 
He was risen from the dead " ( v. 14) . 
The first ,vas when He appeared to them on 
the evening of the resurrection day-a 
picture of the Church no,v being gathered 
to Himself ; the second, ,vhen He revealed 
Himself to doubting Thomas-.an earnest 
of His future revelation to Israel; and the 
third, ,vhen He made Himself known_ in 
connection with this remarkable draught 
of fishes-a picture of the great ingathering 
of souls in the Millennial age. 

Public Denial-Public Confession. 

Jesus now proceeded to deal with Peter. 
Nothing could be more touching than the 
tenderness and patience He manifested 
towards him. He had already seen the 
risen Lord, and was privately restored, 
but there had been public denial, and there 
mµst be public confession. "So then after 
they had· dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
Me more than these?" (v. J.5). The Lord 
waited until Peter was warmed and fed 
before He questioned Him. 

The name " Simon, son of Jonas," 
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takes us back to the time before he was 
a aisciple. It ,vas the name by which 
Jesus had addressed him ,vhen he was 
first brought to Him by his brother 
Andre,v (ch. 1. 42). The lVIaster called 
him by his old name, as if to remind 
him that he had been living the life of 
nature rather than of grace. 

The Saviour's Love Test. 

In the question, "tovest thou Me more 
than these?" (v. 15) he ,vas surely re­
minded of his boast that if all the ot-hers 
forsook Him he never would. His reply 
was very humble. Without mentioning 
the degree of his love, he said, "Yea, 
Lord, Thou kno,vest that I love Thee" 
(y. 16). _]le felt that Jesus could look 
beneath the surface of his sin, and see that, 
in spite of the denial, there was a heart 
that ,vas true to Him. He repeated His 
question a second and a third time, and 
received the same reply. 

Thrice Peter had been warned, thrice 
he denied, and no\v thrice must he be 
asked if he really loves the Lord. 

He had denied Him after being warmed 
at the world's fire (ch. 18. 18). No,v he 
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must confess Him after being warmed at 
the Lord's fire. 

It is interesting to note that in the 
two first questions the word which the 
Lord employs for "love" is not the same 
as that which appears in Peter's two first 
ans,vers. The kind of love Christ asked 
for ,vas spiritual, holy, heavenly. Peter 
spoke of a simpler, more personal, more 
human love. In the last inquiry Christ 
employed Peter's ow.n word. He accepted 
his confession of love" and reinstated him 
in His blessed service. He gave him a 
threefold charge: "Feed lVIy lambs," 
" Tend My sheep, " " Feed My sheep " 
( vv . 15-17) . 

To Set:ve and to Suffer. 

But Peter was not only to serve, he 
was also to suffer. The · Lord said to 
Him : "When thou wast young, thou 
girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest; but when thou shalt be old, 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and 
another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldest not" (v. 18). Peter 
never forgot these words (see 2 Peter 1. 14). 
They predicted for him a violent death 
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in bonds; but the Master's command to 
him, notwithstanding this prospect was, 
"Follow Me." These are the closing words 
of His charge. The servant was to follow 
his Master both in service and suffering, 
in life ·and in death . 

Peter and John. 

Peter now sought to make arrangements 
for John in the days to come. He said to 
Jesus , "Lord, . and \Y hat shalt this man 
do?" (v. 21) . The Lord replied, "If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ? follow thou. Me " ( v . 22) . Some 
of the disciples interpreted these words as 
meaning that John should not die, but 
they did not convey that meaning to John 
himself. The phrase, "If I will,-" reveals 
the risen Christ as Lord of life and death. 
The later history of these two apo��les 
proves the validity of His claim. Peter 
·was allowed to suffer martyrdom; while
John was permitted to linger here long
after all his early associates were gone.
He " leaned," " followed," ·"tarried,"
"testified" with the longing in his heart,
"EVEN so, COME, LORD JESUS" (Rev.
22. 20).
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Closing Words. 

"And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written" (v. 25). It is 
well that the Gospel should close with 
these words . They tell us of the treasures 
of wisdom and know ledge yet to b·e pos­
sessed. So we press on with joy antici­
pating that time when we "shall know as 
we are known. ' ' 

H 
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The Sea of Galilee. 

,vritten by the Sea of Galilee, 16th July, 1839, by 

ROBERT MURRAY M'CHEYNE. 

·Ho,:v pleasant to me thy deep blue ,vave,
0 Sea of Galilee ! 

For the glorious One who came to save 
Ha th often stood by thee. 

Fair are the lakes in the land I love, 
Where pine and heather gro,v ; 

But thou hast loveliness far above 
What Nature can bestow. 

It is not that the wild gazelle 
Comes do,vn to drink thy tide, 

But He that was pierced to save from hell 
Oft wandered by thy side. 

It is not that the fig-tree grows, 
And palms in thy soft air, 

Bu€ that Sharon's fair and bleeding Rose 
Once spread its fragrance there. 

Graceful around thee the mountains meet, 
Thou calm reposing sea; 

But, ah! far more, the beautiful feet 
Of Jesus walked o'er thee. 
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These days are past-Bethsaida, ,vhere? 
Chorazin, where art thou? 

His, tent the ,vild Arab pitches there, 
The wild reeds shade thy brow. 

Tell me, ye mouldering fragments, tell, 
Was the Saviour's city here? 

Lifted to I-leaven, has it sunk to hell, 
With none to shed a·tear? 

Ah! would my flock from thee might learn 
How clays of grace will flee; 

How all an offered Christ who spurn 
Shall-mourn at last like thee. 

And was it beside this very sea, 
The new-risen Saviour said 

Three times to Simon, "Lovest thou lVI e ? 
My lambs and sheep then feed. " 

0 Saviour! gone to God's right hand 1 
Yet the same Saviour still ; 

Graved on Thy heart is this lovely strand, 
And every fragrant hill. 

Oh, give me, Lord, by this sacred wave, 
Threefold Thy love divine, 

That I may feed, till I find my grave, 
· Thy flock-both Thine and mine.
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l'HROUGH EYEGATE TO HEARTGATE. 100 Original 
Object Lessons for Sunday School Classes, Open-Airs, 
San� Services, Special Meetings, etc. Edited by HvP. 
1/6 net (poat free,1/10). Commended bys dozen papers.

BRIGHT BEAMS FROM THE BLACKBOARD. 100 
Original Chalk 'l'l\lks on Gospel Themes. Edited by 
HYP. 1/6 net (post free, 1/10). 

SUNSHINE FOR YOUNG HEARTS. 100 Pen and Pencil 
Pictures for Parents and Friends to read to their 
Children and Boys and Girls to revel in during spare 
moments. Edited by HYP. 1/6 uet (post free, 1/10). 

THE CELESTIAI� RAILROAD. A wonderful story with 
remarkable illustrations. ByW. Tao.MsoN: Companion 
to John Bunyan's immortal allegory. 1/6 net {1/10, p. f.). 

DAYS OF DELIGHT. 100 Pages, Varied and Bright, for 
Class Teaching, Family Reading, Children Studying. 
and all who work amongst our Darlings. Edited by 
HvP. l/6net (1/10, post free). 

THE BOYS AND GIRLS BOOK of Ballads, Poems, and 
Recitations. Chaste, original pieces, long and short, 
for all ages, for home and school repetition. Edited 
by HvP. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

HAPPY HOURS for Youthful Hearts. 100 Pages of Story, 
Lesson, Poetry, and Picture. Printed in many colours. 
Edited by HvP. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

LESSONS FROM MOSES' BIBLE. Illustrated with over 
200 Engravings and Blackboard Sketches. By ALEX. 
l\IACKEITH. 115,000 issued. 1/ net (by post, 1/4); Limp, 
116 net(by post, 1/10); Cloth boards, 2/6 net (by post, 2/10). 

TH.It STORY OF JESUS almost altogether in the words of 
Scripture. By ALEX. MACKBITR. Full of int eresting 
pictures. Square shape. 100,000 issued. 2/ net (2/6, p. t. ). 

THE GOSPaL OF JESUS, A welcome addition to pictorial 
Gospel preaching. By ALEX. MACKEITH. 11 net( 1/6,p.f.). 

100 STRIKING STORIES of Siu nnd Salvation, for every 
mt>mber of the household. 60 ilhtstrations. 1/6 net 
(1/10, post free). 

GLASGOW: PICKERING&INGLIS,Printers andPublfsbers. 
LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, r4 Paternoster Row, E,C.4. 



Hints and Helps. 
CONTAINING BIBLE Rl?ADINGS, SUGGESTIVE TOPICS, OUTLINBS 

FOR ADDRESSES, ETC• 

1000 TALES WORTH TELLING. Mostly NEW-Strictly 
TRU£--Suitable for You. By HY. PICKERING. Illustrating 
1010 texts, dealing with 280 subjects, 250 persons, and 
350 places. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

SEED CORN FOR SOWERS in the Great World-Field. 
By Dr. C. PERREN. 200 texts illustrated. 250 authors 
quoted. 2/ net (by post, 2/6). 

TWELVE BASKETS FULL of Original Bible Outlines for 
Public and Private Use. Edited by HvP. 640 Sugges• 
tive Studies. Commended by 12 Editors. 1/6net (1/10,J>.f.). 

POINTS-PICTURES-PEARLS for Public Preachers, Sun­
day School Teachers, and all classes of workers. Edited 
by HvP. 1/6net(by post, 1/10). 

BUSHELS OF BREAD CORN. For all who give the Bread 
of Life to the multitude. Edited by Hv. PICKERING. 
Entirely New Studies, Notes, etc. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

HELPS-HINTS-HOMILIES for all lovers of the Word of 
God. Edited by HvP. 1/6 net (by post, 1/10). 

BIBLE BUDS, which may blossom and bring forth fruit 
in activeservice amongst young and old. By A. M'FADYEN. 
Paper covers, Gd.; Cloth boards, 1/, post free. 

SUBJECTS-STUDIES-STORIES for Students, Speakers, 
and all. 190 pages of Original Hints for Active Students 
and Aggressive Workers. Edited by HvP. Cloth boards, 
artistic designs. 1/6 net (by post, 1/10). 

A HANDFUL OF GOLDEN HINTS for Busy Workers and 
Bible Students. Original Studies, Eyegate Lessons, Bible 
Themes, etc. Edited by J .G. 1/6 net (l/10, post free). 

PATHS OF PEACE for Pilgrims Heavenward. Edited by 
HvP. A Compendium of Brief Records; Biblical Notes 
ao.d Queries. 12 photos. 19 4 pages. 1/, post free. 

GEMS FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION; or, Spiritual 
Thoughts from the Scriptures of Truth. By E. H. BATH. 
1/, post free. 

SPIRITUAL PATTERNS. Concise Suggestions on the 
Vessels, Fittings, Sacrifices, etc., of the Tabernaclo of 
Israel. By }As. S1inTH, 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

GOOD MEASURE, RUNNING OVER. Practical help for 
all activety engaged in the Lord's work. Edited by 
JOHN GRAY. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

CLEAR TYPE CONCORDANCE to the Texts and Subjects 
of the New Testament. With Appendices. 352 pages. 
Cloth covers, 1/, post free. 

TRUTHS-TOPICS-TALES for Teachers, Preachers, and 
Chrjstian Workers. Edited by HYP. 190 pagcii. 
1/6 net (by post, 1/10). 

HANDFULS OF HELP for Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, 
and all who work amongst old and young. By E. A. 
HitWITT. 1/6 net (1/10 post free). 

DIAMONDS DUG from the Bible Mine. For Preachers, 
Teachers, and all Students and workers. Edited by 
JOHN GRAY. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

GLASGOW: PICKERING & INGLIS, Prhlters and Publlshen. 
LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 1 4  Patornoster Row, E.C.4. 



A Library of Sterling Gospel Matter, profusely Illustrated with 
Artistic Pictures. Equalling in Size and Value the Secular 

Volumes of To-day. 

The Gospel Librarv 
... 

Most of the Volumes contain about 200 p�ges of clear type, 100 
True Stories, and 50 or more Striking Illustrations. 

Cr(Yl.tJn 8vo, C/Qtli BMrds, Gift Stamp, 1/6 eacli; 1/9, post .free. 

VICTORY ASSURED-Verified in a hundred true incidents. 
FROM TH! FRONT. Noble Deeds, Thrilliug Stories. 
THE RIQHT RO.llD: "It leads to Victory,,, 
THE COLDEN TOWERS, and How to Get Within. 
PLENTEOUS REDEMPT&Otl for e\'ery clime and time. 
TO THE UTTERMOST. Man's Utter Inability met in the 

Uttermost Ability of God's Son. f Sin." 
FETTERED YET FREED ; " He Breaks the Power of Cancelled 
THE SAFE GUIDE. From Depths of Sin to Heights of Glory. 
LOVE'S C8LDEN LINKS, uniting the Saviour and the sinner. 
SAFE HOME AT LAST; or, Anchored in the Heavenly IIarbo*, 
CHEATER LOVE HATH NO MAN; or, How the Best l•'riend of 

All Died for the Worst Enemies of All. 
CLEANSED-CLOTHED-CROWNED; or, The Wonder-working 

Power of the Gospel. 
SURE AND STEDFAST; The Anchor for Time and Etemity. 
FIRM AS A ROCK; or, Gospel Triumphs, Past and Present. 
SHINE AS THE STARS; or, The Brightness of Glory, instead 

of the Blackness of Darkness. 
A CREAT RANSOM ; More precious than gold and silver. 
HARBOUR LICHTS for Voyagers o'er Life's Ocean. 
SEHD THc LICHT, the Glorious Gospel Light. Rousing Stories. 
INTO ALL THE WORLD; Pictures from many lands; Stories 

from many hands. [Glory, 
CUILT-CRACE-CLORY; Man's Guilt, God's Grace, and Coming 
ROYAL RECORDS OF DIVIHE CONQUESTS. By William Luff. 
STRO.HC TO SAYE; ,or, Remarkable Records of Rescue. 
THE PILCRIM'S PRO CRESS. Immortal Allegory by John Bunyan. 
SO CReAT SALVATION by So Great Love from So Great a Death. 

New edition; true and telling narratives. By Alex. Marshall. 
ALWAYS ABOUNDINC; Remarkable Story of George Tirealey 

and Miracles of Grace from the Blackdown Hills. 
ABUNDAHT CRACE; or, Sal\'ation, Security, and Ser\'ice. By 

Dr. W. P. Mackay, author of "Grace and Truth." 
THE SEEKINC SAVIOUR. By Dr. W. P. Mackay, author of 

" Grace and Truth.'' 
HOW AND WHEN do we become Children of God? Fifty Answers. 
THRILLINC TALES illustrating the triumphs of the Ct·oss. 
100 STRIKIHC STPRIES of Sin and Salvation. 

GLASGOW: PICKERING �NGLIS, Printers and Pnbli�hers. 
J,ONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE REVELATION. By WALTER 
ScoTT, author of "Coming Glories," etc. The latest and one 
of the most exhaustive and· spiritual volumes dealing with 
that wonderful closing book of Holy Writ, 458 pages. 5/ n t 
(5/6, post free). 

THE &II.ENCE OF GOD. By Sir ROBT. ANDERSON 'K.C.B., LL.D. Concerning which The Rewrd said: "It is a
bold and honest endeavour to grapple with a frofound difficulty
which few have not felt from time to time. ' 1/10, post free. 

PROPHECY MADE PLAIN. '' Addresses on Prophecy. '' 
By Dr. C. I. Seo FIELD, of the "Scofield Bible " and the 
''Scofield Correspondence School,'' the largest Bible Institute 
In the world. 1/6 net�(l/10, post free). 

THINGS TO COME: A Comprehensive Resume of Future 
Events. By J. R. CALDWELL. In "The Best Books on the 
Signs of the Times," by Dr. Torrey, this is near top. 1/, p.f. 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE LIGHT OF PRO• 
PHECY, With mai;s of Germanic, Roman, Grecian, and 
other Powers. ByW. E. VINE, M.A. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

HINTS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL, The Prophet of 
the Times of the Gentiles. Dealt with not only as items of 
prophecy, but� truth revealed for Christian practice. By Dr. 
A. H. BURTON. E.C.L., No. 49. 1/6 net (1/10, post free). 

PROBLEMS RAISED BY THE PRESENT CRISIS 
(with Coloured Chart}. Is this Great War Armageddon? 
Who will be the Antichrist? Is the German Emperor the 
Man of Sin? When will Universal Disarmament take Place? 
\Vhat will be in the Eternal State? Answered frotn the Word 
of God. By E. E. CuRTIS, Paper, 6d. (Sd., post free); 
Cloth Boards, 1/, post free. 

RUSSIA'S DESTINY ACCORDING TO PROPHECY, 
with New Appendix. By Dr. A.H. BURTON. 4d. net {Sd., p.f.). 

THE FUTURE OF EUROPE in the Light of the Sure 
Word of Prophecy. By Dr. A.H. BURTON. 4d. net(Sd.,p.f.} • 

• 

THE COMING AGAIN OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, as told in the very words of Holy Scripture. By 
Sir WILLIAM FRY. 3d. net (4d., post free). 

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE. An Exposition oi Matthew 
24 and 25. By A. C. GAEBELEIN, Editor of Our Hope. 1/10, p.f. 

THE BRIDES OF SCRIPTURE; or, Foreshadowing of 
the Coming Glory. By J. DENHA11 SMITH. 1/6 net ( 1/10, p .f.). 

JESUS IS COMING AGAIN. A Booklet for Young 
People. By HAROLD P. BARKER. Full of striking incidents. 
Attractive cover. 2d.; 6 or more, post free, 

THE WORLD'S APPROACHING CRISIS. By GEO. 
HUCKLESBY, 2d, net (2/6 per doz., post free). 

A CONCISE CHART of Time's Course, showing the 
Dispensations in proportion and Events in parallel order. By 
J, H.B. Full colours. 20 by 30 ins. 6d., post free. 

Complete Lisi of Biblical Works, post free. 

PICKERING & INGLIS, 229 Bothwell Street, Glas�ow. 
ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Row, London, E .C, 4. 



A Library of sm:\ll Volumes, containing profitable rending for leii;ure 
momcnti.:\t Home, on Holiday, in Trnin, durin� Menl-hours, etc. 

The ''Pocket Helps" 
FOR BIBLE READERS. 

Uniform Cloth Binding, Gilt Stamp, Round Corners, 6d. each; 
also in Paper Covers, at 3d. each, post free. 

The Great Mystery concerning Christ and the Church� A 
comprehensive study. By J. R .  Caldwell. Devotional 

A Return to God and His Word: Review of "The History 
of the Plymouth Brethren ." By W.R. Bennet 

Great Lessons from Little Things of the Bible. By 
W. H. M'Laughlin, of Belfast. Short aud Bright 

The Inspiration of the Scriptures: A Simple a.nd 
Trenchant Pocket Guide to this Foundation Theme. By J. R.C. 

The "Art" of Preaching. By Wm. Shaw. Useful Hints 
for all Preachers of the glorious Gospel and Gospel Workers 

Separation from the World: Jehoshaphat,. Amusements, 
Polit ics, etc. By J. R. Caldwell 

The Atonement: A Scripture Search as to the Menning, 
Nature, Extent, etc. By J. R. Caldwell 

Seven Golden Lampstands: Poetical Outline of Church 
History as foreshadowed in Seven Churches. A. W. P. Strong 

Truth for the Last Days: Nuggets of Biblical Truths and 
Facts on Burning Questions. By W. G. Carr 

Precious Portions from Addresses to Believers. Given in 
his 88th year, by R.  C. Chapman. Compiled by J. R. Caldwell 

Leaven : Its Spiritual Significance. Showing how th� True 
Meaning has been Misconstrued. By J. R. Caldwell 

Christian Baptism: An Examination of the Word of God. 
With Review of II Household Baptism " Theories. J. J. Sims 

Primitive Chri�tianity: The Ev:1ngelist, Ministry, etc. By 
C. E. Stuart

Baptism According to the Scriptures: Its Significance, 
Subjects, Mode, Difficulties, etc. By J. R. Caldwell 

The Gathering and Receiving of Children of God: A 
Revision of Certain Teachings regardina: same. J. R. Caldwell 

The Pearl of Psalms. A Series of Bible Readings oa 
Psalm 23 . Geo. Henderson , Durban. 3d. net; Cloth, 
6d. net (Sd., post free). 

The "Pocket" Bible Readings. By Wm. Tho1nso1>1. 
2d. each, by post, 3d.; or 6 assorted for 1/, post iree. 

The Holy Spirit as Dew; or, The Gentle Showers 
The Holy Spirit as Rivers-torrents of blessing 
The Rebuilding of David's Tabernacle; or. The Jew and 

the Lord's Coming : 
Spiritual Wireless Tele�raph: or, The Explanation of 

Unsuccessful Prayer. No . 1 and No . 2 
Heads Tersus Hearts. A Message for alJ. 

Gusoow: PICKERING & INGLIS, Printers and Publishers. 
LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 



The "Witness" Manuals. 
Edited by C. F. HOGG and \V. E. VINE, M.A. 

·.rtts purpose ot this serica ot MANUALS is te restate in non­
technical terms aud in a non-controversial way the more
lmportant Christian doctrines, :£sch writer is respon­
sible for his own work only, The Manuals will appear
at intcn·als; a preliminary list appears below.

Twopence net (2/6 per dozen, post free). 

It is hoped lo secure a wide circulation for the M!inua1' 
among thouc-htful Christians, and indeed, among thought­
ful men generally; for though the style will be informative­
rather than hortatory, it is hoped .that the aeries may 
prove an effective agency for the furtherance as well as for 
the defence and confirmation of the Gospel, 

1.-The New Birth and the Life Eternal. 
GEO. F. TRENCH, B.A. 

2.-Christianity: History, Philosophy, and Ex­
perience. C. F. HOGG. 

3.-B.C. and A.O. or How the World was Pre­
pared for the Gospel. W. E. VINB, M.A. 

4.-The Historic Christ. C. F. HoGG.

5.-Sin: Its Nature, Consequences, and Remedy. 
GEORGE GOODMAN. 

6.-The Death of Christ: The Fact and its 
Meaning. C. F. HoGG. 

7.-The Person of the Lord Jesu.s Chrbt. 
w. H. BENNET.

8. -The �esurrection of Chri.st. C. F. HoGG.

9.-The Scriptures, and How to Use Them.
w. E. VINE, M.A.

10.-Christian Baptism. J. C. M. DAwsoN, B.A. 
n.-The Person and Work of the Spirit of 

God. G. F. TRBNCR, B.A. 
12.-Law and Grace. Their relation to each 

other and to us. WM. HosTB, B.A. 
13.-lsrael: Past-Present-Future. A Survey. 

ALEX, STEWART. 

14.-Man in History and Prophecy. C. F. HOGG. 

* Nos. 1 to 12 can be had bound together in book form,
1/6 net (1/9, post free). 

" IC succeeding booklets of this serlea are at all equal to Nos. 1 and •• 
the Editors of Tit, 1Yit,rtu Manuals shall cenfer a boon on the Chritdu 
Church. Eoth are true to Scripture, simple, and forotblL On the rrand 
�fd 1ubject o!the second birth, Its need, its natur•, and aroal, Mr. Truda's 
little work ls splendld."-Tllt J,fo,.,,inr Siar, 

"We heartily commend these little bookJ11t1."-/l•mt J.luti,,, 1Yor4,r. 

Guaoow: PICKERING & INGLIS, Plltn!:n.l .um PDBLUIRIUUI. 

LOND01': ALFRED HOLNESS, 1' P.HJtD1'01Ull Row, £.0.4.



HEALTH BOOKS 
FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS AND HOME USE. 

GOOD HEALTH FOR ALL set forth in a Series of 
Hy�ienic Chats, by a Harley Street Physician, 
ALFRED T. SCHOFIELD, l\! .D., M .R .C .S., Author of 
"Functional Nerve Diseases," "Unconscious Thera­
peutics,'' etc. The Ten Chats deal with: 

1 About Life's Journey. 6 About Business. 
2 About the Baby. 7 About Ho!idays. 

--S About Children. 8 About Nerves. 
4 About Adults. 9 About Worry. 
5 About Eating and 10 About Life's Even-

Drinking. Tide. 

An entirely new Manual of Personal and Domestic 
Hygiene. Over 180 items in Subject-Index. 104 
pages clear, new type. Art cloth, gilt title. 1/6 net; 
1/10, post free. 

NERVES IN DISORDER. A Plea for the Rational 
Treatment of Nervous Troubles. By Dr. A. T. 
SCHOFIELD . 2/6 net; 2/10, post free. 

A SYSTEM OF SURGICAL NURSING, with useful 
formulae, Emergency Drill, etc. By A . N. 
M'GREGOR, M.D., F.F.P.S.G., Surgeon to the Royal 
Infirmary, Glasgow. 

Commended by The Lancet, The Hospital, The Prac­
titioner, Nursing Times, British Gynacological Journal, 
EdinbuYgh Medical Journal, Journal of the R.A.M.C., 
Scottish Medical and Surgical Journal, Caledonian 
Medical Journal, Journal of the American Medical 
Association Nurses' Journal, Nursing Notes, Glasgow 
Herald, etc. 554 pages. 9/ net; for 6/6, post free. 

CYCLOPEDIA OF DOMESTIC MEDICINE; or, 
The Home Book or Medical Treatment. ARRANGED 
ALPHABETICALLY. By ROBERT BELL, M.D., F.F.P.S.G. 

Highly commended by The Scotsman, The World, 
se. James' Budget, North British Daily Mail, Ths 
Boohselle,, The Literary Wo,ld, etc. 460 pages. 4/ 
net; 4/6, post free. 

GLASCow: PICKERING & INGLIS, Printers and Publishers. 

LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 14 Paternoster Ro,.,., E.C.4. 



Every Christian's Library 
Price 1/6 net; or 2/, post free. 

Typical Foreshadowlngs in Genesis: The Seedplot of the 
Bible. By Wm. Lincoln, Beresford Chapel, London. 

God Spake All These Words. A statement and defence of 
the inspiration of God's Holy Word. By Dr. Brookes. 

How and When do we become Children of God ? Answers 
by 50 accredited witnesses in various lands. 

The True Church: WHAT 1s IT? WHo COllPOSE IT? Testi­
monies from 17 countries. 

Aids to Believers. By Dr. C. J. Davis (the good black 
doctor). A book which has been helpful to hundreds. 

Always Aboundin�. A Romance of Pioneer Revival Work 
in the Blackdown Hills, Geo. Brealey. 

Handfuls of Help for "Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists.,, 
600 entirely original Scripture Studies by E. A. Hewitt. 

God's Gospel and God's Righteousness. A Loyal and Logical 
Exposition of Romans 1 to 5. By Philip Mauro, New York. 

God's Gift AND OUR RESPONSE. Exposition of Romans 6 to 8. 
By Philip Mauro. Companion to "God's Gospel." 

Twelve Baskets Full of 460 Original Bible Outlines for Bible 
Students and Public Speakers. Hy. Pickering. 

1000 Tales Worth Telling. l\Iostly New-Strictly True­
Suitable for you. By Hy. Pickering, Editor of The Witness.

The Charter of the Church. Vol. I. A Verse-by-Verse 
Exposition of 1 Corinthians, Chs. 1 to 6. By J. R. Caldwell. 

The Charter of the Church. Vol. II. A Verse-by-Verse 
Exposition of 1 Corinthians, Chs. 7 to 16. By J. R. Caldwell. 

Epitome of Christian Experience in Psalm 32, and the 
Development of the Christian Life. By J. R. Caldwell. 

Grace and Truth Under Twelve Different Aspects. By Dr. 
W. P. Mackay, of Hull. With Eight Original Drawings. 

Abundant Grace; or Salvation, Life, Warfare, and Hope. 
By Dr. W. P. Mackay, M.A. Sequel to "Grace and Truth." 

Pictures in the Acts; or, The Unfinished Work of Jesus. 
By D. Anderson-Berry, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 

Did Jesus Rise? A fearless facing of the Vital Fact of Chris­
tianity. By Dr. James H. Brookes. 

·The Knowled�e of God : Its Meaning and its Power. By
A. T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S., London.

The Gospel and Its Ministry. A handbook of evangelical
truth. By Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D.

Buman Destiny; or, After Death-What? A handbook of
escbatological truth. Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D.

Characteristic Differences of the Four Gospels. Revealing
various Relations of our Lord. By Andrew Jukes.

The Work of Christ: Past-Present-Future. By Arno C.
Gaebelein, New York. Editor of Our Hope.

The Brides of Scripture; or, Foreshadowings of Coming
Glories. By J. Denham Smith, M.A.

Keys to the Word. Unlocking the mb.in features of each Book,
with minor details and divisions. Dy Dr. A. T. Pierson.

Prophecy Made Plain. "Addresses on Prophecy." By Dr.
C. I. Scofield, of ".The Scofield Bible."

The Story of our English Bible: Its various Translations,
Books, Writers, etc., etc. By Walter Scott.

Choice Sayings. Over 800 Gems of Spiritual Thought. By
R. C. Chapman, of Barnstaple.

The Progress of Doctrine. Dampton Lectures delivered
before the University of Oxford. By T. D. Bernard, M.A.

The Parables of· Our Lord. An analysis and exposition of
the entire 34 Parables. By Thomas Newberry.
*



Every Christian's Library 
The Law of the Otterin�s; Viewed as Aspects of the Offering 

of the Body of Jesus Christ. By Andrew Jukes. 
Heroes of the Faith in Modern Italy; or, "Ihe Italian Acts 

of the Apostles." By J. S. Anderson, Florence. 
The Life that Pleases God: or, The Preservation of "Spirit, 

and Soul, and Body." By Dr. A. T. Schofield, London. 
The Footsteps of the Master. A practical and exegetical 

study of the First Epistle to Peter. By A. Pa�e. 
How God Answers Prayer. As set forth in the Narratives 

of the Lord's dealings with GEORGE MULLER of Bristol." 
The Epistles of John, revealing the Family at Home, in the 

Church, and in the World. By Wm. Lincoln. 
The•Roman Empire In Prophecy. A Survey of the Past­

Present-Future. By W. E. Vine, M.A. 
The Silence of God-The Greatest Mystery of our Existence. 

By Sir Robt. Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D. 
The Man of Sorrows. A Simple and Soul-refreshing Exposi• 

tion of the Gospel of Luke. By J. N. Darby. 
The Hopes of the Gospel. Messages of Comfort and Cheer. 

By Dr. A: T. P.ierson. 
Hints on Daniel-The Prophet of the Times of the Gentiles. 

By Alfred H. Burton, B.A., M.D. 
The Principles of "Christian Brethren.'' A history and 

definition of "recovered truths.'' 
Golden Thoughts fqr the Quiet Hour, from A-Kempis and 

Muller. Commended by Prof. Lindsay and Dr. Melville. •
"Many Infallible Proofs.' t A Handbook of Christian 

Evidences from personal experience. By Dr. A. T. Pierson. 
Good Health for All. Hygienic Chats by a Harley Street 

Physician. A. T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S. 
Seed Corn for Sowers in the Great World-Field. By C. 

Perren, Ph.D. 200 texts illustrated, 250 authors quoted. 
The Olivet Discourse. An Exposition of Matthew 24 and 25. 

By Arno C. Gaebelein, Editor of Our Hope.
Bible Helps for Busy Men. 400 Original Outlines, tried and 

proved on both sides of the Atlantic. By Chas. Inglis. 
The Feasts of the Lord. Illustrating God's Dealings with 

Man, with Coloured Chart. By A, J. Holiday. 
The Gospel of the Son of God, fr6m the Standpoint of the 

Student. By W. Gilmor:. 

Every Christian's Pocket Library 
New handy size, with stamp and style of binding as above. 

The Song of Solomon. A devout yet practical meditation of 
the Canticles. By Andrew Miller. 

The Beatitudes. Meditations on Matthew 5, as they "present 
the Saviour's character." By Andrew Miller. 

ChrlstJan Standing in various aspects before God, the Church, 
and the World. By Andrew l\lillcr. 

The Grace and Glory of God. Meditations on the Gospel 
of the Old and New Testaments. By Andrew Miller. 

FoundatJons of the Faith. Once for all Delivered to tho 
Saints. By J. R. Caldwell. Vital and Help/111.

The Spiritual Guide. Words o! Blessing and of Peace. Dy 
Dr. Miguel de Molinos, Italy. 

The Seven Sayings of Christ on the Cross, and their 
Spiritual Significance. D. Anderson-Berry, M.D., F .R.S. 

The World and Its God:- A Treatise which has revolutionised 
the thoughts of many. By Philip Mauro. 

Royal Records of Divine Conquests. Dy W. Luff. 
Things to Come. Great Events of Prophecy. By J. R. Caldwell. 
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