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PREFACE

Our Lord Jesus invited, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest, Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me: for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Mat-
thew 11:28-30). Seth Wilson has written this book to help the reader
learn more fully to know and trust Jesus as the Christ, the Son of
God and to submit to His will and authority,

These practical studies set forth in everyday language the important
truths about Jesus: who He is, what He taught, what He accomplished
and how we should respond to Him. They are not technical academic
essays filled with difficult theological terms nor are they superficial
off-the-cuff type of lessons. This book represents a lifetime of careful
serious study and effective preaching and college teaching of the
Life of Christ.

Many will find this book profitable. Any person who wants to study
and understand the Gospels better can find guidance and inspiration
in these pages. The man who wants to preach Christ more effectively
will find valuable sermon-building material. The Sunday School teach-
er will find here a resoutce book and study guide for practical help in
teaching the Life of Christ. It will be useful to college teachers and
students as a text or collateral reading text for courses in the Gospels
and Life of Christ.

These studies are not just factual analyses of the Gospel passages.
Every effort is made to correctly understand the author’s intended
meaning in each passage studied, Also the leading pr1nc1ples are
applied personally and practically to the reader’s life.

Seth Wilson teaches and serves as Academic dean at Ozark Bible
College, Joplin, Missouri. He has served in these capacities since 1940
in Ozark Christian College, Bentonville, Arkansas and continued in
Ozark Bible College as it moved to Joplin, Missouri in 1944, He has
taught many subjects with the major emphasis being in Life of Christ,
Hermeneutics and Greek.

As dean he has been the key man in shaping the philosophy of
Ozark Bible College as a school committed to training a ministry
for the church. Emphasis has been given to teaching students why
they can believe in God, Christ and the Bible; how to understand
the Bible; the basic content of the Bible; and tools for effectively
proclaiming the Christian message.

In his teaching ministry, Mr. Wilson has been a motivator and
teacher of preachers, teachers, missionaries and Christian workers
now serving all over the world. Many of his students look back to

vii
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their study of the Life of Christ under Seth Wilson as a life-changing
experience. They came to realize they were saved by grace not by
law. They came to see in a personal way the truth Paul expressed:
“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live,
but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). Some of his best sermons were
spontaneous outpourings of his soul in the classroom. Such times
manifested real depth because of the hours of study he had put in
the night before as well as the years before,

Studies in the Gospels at The Cincinnati Bible Semlnary in Cincin-
ati, Ohio under R. C. Foster developed his interest and disciplined his
mind in his early training. His knowledge of the subject has grown while
teaching the Life of Christ in the college classroom for thirty-six years.

He has communicated his faith outside the classroom through preach-
ing, teaching in Christian workers’ and youth camps, speaking in
conferences and by conducting hundreds of clinics on church leadership.
His concern for people is evident in the time he takes to personally
answer letters and to give wise counsel to individuals and churches.

Mr. Wilson has written extensively, primarily short articles and
essays such as those collected in this book. He wrote the weekly lesson
for the Christian Standard during the years 1944-1948. Since 1954
he has contributed weekly the background for the lesson in The
Lookout. Many of the articles in this book originally appeared in the
Christian Standard, The Lookout or The Bible Teacher and Leader,
all published by Standard Publishing of Cincinnati, Ohio. These
articles have appeared at various times over the last thirty years.
Many have been revised and duplicated in mimeographed form for
extensive classroom and general distribution.

As a student at Ozark Bible College, I received over forty semester
hours of classroom instruction under Seth Wilson. I confess a deep
indebtedness to him for the better understanding I gained of Chris-
tianity through the study of the Life of Christ under his teaching.
Now as a fellow teacher at Ozark Bible College 1 have been privileged
to organized and to edit the essays, outlines and charts in this book.
I am responsible for the selection of the books listed under “For
Further Study” after each essay.

Seth Wilson practices one of the mottos of his life: “The Word of
Christ taught in the Spirit of Christ.” This book is presented with the
prayer that ‘“‘the word of Christ [will] dwell in you richly” (Col. 3:16).
“That Christ be formed in you” (Gal. 4:19) and that you-“may grow
up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ” (Eph 4 15)

Lynn Gardner
July, 1977
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Part One

INTRODUCTION
1
THE GROUND OF OUR FAITH

The Gospel records of the life of Jesus are the focal center of the
entire Bible; and they are the chief foundation of our assurance that
the Bible is from God. If these accounts are true, they confirm the
OId Testament and guarantee the divine inspiration of the New Testa-

- ment, If Jesus actually said what these report He said, then indeed
He spoke as never man spoke. If He did what these say He did, His
works bear witness of Him that He is from God, for no one could
do these things except God be with Him. If He died for us and rose
again as they testify, He is the Conqueror of death and the Lord of
all, If what they say is true, He came forth from God, was born of a
virgin, and ascended back to God’s throne; then the Son of God
has visited us, and we can know whom we have believed, and can
trust Him completely to do whatever He has promised.

According to these accounts, Jesus has all authority in heaven and
on earth; He will raise all the dead and judge all men; He is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, and no one can come to God except through
Him (John 14:6): no one knows God unless he learns of Him from
Jesus Christ (Matt., 11:27); if we do not believe in Jesus, we walk in
darkness, we will die in our sins, the wrath of God abides upon us,
and we will be condemned (John 8:12, 24; 3:18, 36; 12:46-48; Mark
16:16); if we do believe in Him and obey Him, we will have eternal
life with Him in glory. Our eternal destiny depends upon what these
records say. They had better be right. It is of utmost importance for
us to know whether or not they are true and reliable. ,

Truthfulness and Trustworthiness of the Gospel Accounts

Some men say the important thing is that the story of Jesus inspires
us to nobler attitudes and better deeds, whether it is historically true
or not. There are religious leaders who insist that we should simply
take the samples and sentiments of the New Testament as a pattern
for our lives, and not believe the supernatural claims and events re-
corded in the Gospels. They even claim that the Gospels present
sublime principles in an oriental style of personifying and illustrating
ideals in the form of exaggerated accounts of real events or stories of
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INTRODUCTION

imaginary incidents. They say it does not have to be true history to
be great religion. But that is not true. Beware of such a delusion!
Christianity is not mere sentiment stirred by fiction. It is not noble
feelings and ideals based on the psychological effect of examples,
real or imaginary. Christianity is living under a contract with God,
faithfully following His definitely revealed will for us.

The Gospel is not primarily a set of ideals for conduct. It is first
a message of facts—real, true, unique facts of what God has done
for us and made known to us. It is, of course, a message to be be-
lieved, and that faith.is to be genuine and deep enough to control
our lives. We are to know these things so that we may act accordingly.
But the gospel story cannot adequately affect our lives unless we are
convinced that it is true.

Furthermore, it certamly cannot bring us the gifts and helps from
God which it promises, unless it is true. We cannot change the basic
nature of our sinful hearts, or bear the fruit of a divine spirit of
righteousness, without regeneration and the coming of the Spirit
of God to dwell within us. The righteousness taught in the New Testa-
ment is not something that can be embodied in a set of impersonal.
rules or described in abstract principles, but it is a personal relation-
ship with the living Christ. (See Rom. 8:1-17; II Cor. 5:14-17; Gal.
2:20, 5:6; Phil. 3:8-11; Col. 1:27, 2:6-23, 3:1-17; Rom. 14:17; I Cor.
16:22). The person of Christ the Son of God must be real, must be
known, must be relied upon with complete trust, must be loved. Any
religion that could exist without faith in the truth:of the New Testa-
ment message is not the Chrlstlamty described -in the New Testa-
ment—that is surel

There is nothing the world needs as much as a clear, decisive faith in
the Christ of the New Testament. We.need the kind of firm conviction
that makes us eager to follow wherever He leads, obey whatever He
commands, and trust Him whatever befalls us. Faith is not holding
to an idea regardless of the evidence, but it is trusting the reliability
of the Lord regardless of the consequences. We.need a solid founda-
tion of facts and good reasons to show that the New Testament is
the Word of Him whom we can trust for all of life and eternity.

The Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus furnish that foundation.
John stated the purpose of His writing, and it fits all four Gospels:
“These are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,:
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His
name” (John 20:31). “Believing” means being convinced that it, is
true, so that we act upon it, with our consciousness, desires, and will
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THE GROUND OF OUR FAITH

controlled by it,

There is plenty of evidence to convince any reasonable person that
the Gospels are true—evidence both within the books themselves,
and outside the books concerning them and their contents.

We Have In The Gospels the Surest Kind of History

1. Credibility of the witnesses. Here are enough good witnesses
to establish any fact. They tell their story with serious purpose, factual
details and stedfast consistency. Their writings show that they were
. intelligent men. They were prepared by extensive and close associ-

ation with the things of which they speak. Early Christian writers
declare, without a dissenting voice, that our four Gospels were written
by Matthew and John, who were apostles of Jesus, and by Mark
and Luke, who were companions of the apostles. Many direct testi-
monies and incidental references in numerous writings of the first
three centuries unite to show that these four Gospels were written
" in the apostolic age, were handed down to the succeeding generations
as authoritative Scriptures, and were in widespread general and
public use at least from the beginning of the second century. Thus
 our four records are the work of men who were qualified as eye-
witnesses and close associates of eyewitnesses who were constantly
engaged in proclaiming these facts. And the facts which were written
by them did not originate at the writing, but had been preached for
_ several years by other eyewitnesses, and had been accepted by vast
multitudes of people of whom many had opportunity to know person-
ally or to inquire directly concerning the circumstances involved.
These witnesses were men of good character, having reverence for
God, love for the truth, and zeal for righteousness. They lived -as be-
lievers in their own testimony, and spent years in labors and hardships
to propagate this message, which meant no gain to them unless
it was true.. Their sincerity is sealed by their martyrdom and the
persecutions which they were willing to bear for the sake of the truth
and their love for the Lord.

2. Agreement of the Testimony. The accounts in the four GOSpels are
so similar that they have been accused of copying. Yet they are so in-
dependent and different in telling many details that they are sometimes
accused of contradicting one another. They make no attempt to ex-
plain the differences or to prove agreement, in what they say. On close
study they are seen to agree perfectly, but not with the kind of surface
agreement that would appear if they were made up to agree; R. A.
Torrey observed concerning their testimony of the resurrection of Jesus:
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These accounts must be either a record of facts that actually
occurred or else fictions, If fictions, they must have been fabri-
cated in one of two ways—either independently of one another,
or in collusion with one another. They could not have been fabri-
cated independently of one another; the agreements are too
marked and too many, It is absolutely incredible that four per-
sons sitting down to write an account of what never occurred
independently of one another should have made their stories
agree to the extent that these do. On the other hand, they can-
not have been made up, as we have already seen, in collusion
with one another; the apparent discrepancies are toe numerous
and too noticeable. It is proven that they were not made up in-
dependently of one another; it is proven they were not made up in
collusion with one another, so we are driven to the conclusion
that they were not made up at all, that they are a true relation
of facts as they actually occurred.’

3. Support of Archaeology, Geography, and History. The Gospel
testimony is confirmed by agreement, not only with one another, but
also with many other writings and with all available facts of the land
of Palestine, the rulers, the parties, coins, customs, etc. Gospel
writers have been accused of error, but they have never been proved
false. When the facts have been brought to light, in every instance
the Gospels have been shown to be accurate history: e.g., the account
of Quirinius (Cyrenius) and the enrollment in Luke 2:2. Everywhere .
their testimony can be checked it proves to be sound.

4. Support of Old Testament Prophecies. By far the most important
outside information to confirm the Gospels is found in dozens of
passages in the Old Testament which give many scores of items of
information about the Christ, His life, character and work. Matthew
makes many references to the testimony of the prophets; and all the
Gospels quote Jesus’ appeal to the prophets in support of His claims
and for explanations of His life and sufferings. This testimony from
the Old Testament has special quality and value, because obviously
it reports not things as seen understood by men, but truths as known
ald revealed by God.

5. Evidence of Miracles. Miracles wrought by the apostles confirmed
their testimony to the hearers who saw-and knew them, and their con-
firmation has been relayed to us by many witnesses, both Biblical and

'R. A. Torrey, **The Certainty and Importance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ”
in The Fundamentals, Vol. 11, ed. by R. A, Torrey, A. C. Dixon, and others (Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, reprint 1972 [1917]), pp. 301-302.
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traditional, Their miracles are not mete unexplained wonders, but are
given clear meaning as credentials of their message (Heb, 2:4), They
tell plainly that Jesus gave them the miracle-working power to support
the message, and that He also gave them inspiration of the Holy Spirit
to aid them in remembering what He taught and to guide them in re-
vealing the truth. Miracles were a reasonable accompaniment to their
message, for it was all concerned with the facts of God’s revelation
to man and His supernatural intervention in the affairs of the world,
6. Claims of Divine Inspiration. An integral and indelible part
of the apostles’ testimony is found in their repeated claims of supet-
natural aid and inspiration from God to guarantee the accuracy and
Divine authority of their message. This claim extends to some who
were their co-workers like Mark and Luke (See Matt. 10:1-20, 40;
16:19; Mark 13:11; 16:20; Luke 24:45-49; John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-
15; 20:21-23; Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4, 16, 17, 33; 4:8; 5:12-26; 8:6, 13-
18; 13:1-4; 15:6-12, 28; 1 Cor. 2:6-16; 12:8-11; 14:37; Gal. 1:8-12;
Eph. 3:2-5; I Thess. 2:13; II Tim. 1:6; I Pet. 1:12; II Pet. 3:15-16).
If they are men of truth, these claims are true. In any case, such
claims demand from us a strong 'and decisive verdict either for or
against them, Such claims are either very significantly true or they
are monstrously false. They mean that the apostles cannot be treated
indifferently, but must be considered either deliberate liars, deluded
maniacs, or completely dependable messengers of God, There can
. be no middle ground, no supposition of general good intentions,
partial reliability, and innocent mistakes. If they are not the worst
of frauds, they are the truest of witnesses, and vice versa. ’
7. Incredibility of Fraud. The charge of fraud is answered by their
consistent and extended witnessing, by the agreement of their lives
with their testimony, by the success of their proclamation among
people to whom many of the facts were known, by their endurance
of persecution and death for the Gospel. Furthermore, it is absolutely
incredible that the matchless life and character of Jesus could have
been invented by deliberate liars, or dreamed up by lunatics, or
formed in the popular imagination over any period of time. It is
almost as incredible that anyone who invented such a character could
have made other men to believe him to be real and to join in the
proclamation of the fraud without having any evidences of His reality.
The almost irreverent words of Theodore Parker have a strong ele-
ment of truth in them: ““It would have taken a Jesus to forge a Jesus.”
Another has said, “If Jesus is not the living Lord, then the man who
invented Jesus deserves our worship.” It is a shocking and repulsive
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thought; but it is true—if the Bible is not true, then there is no true
God known to'man, and we have nothing more admirable and helpful
to man than the lies about Jesus.:Just try to imagine how fiction,
forgery, and fraud could produce the teachings of Christ, the con-
verting power of the Gospel, and the actual establishment and spread
of Christianity—just think of the magnitude of the imposture, the
difficulty of contriving the mighty features and the many details of
such a system, the sharply contradictory types of skills and cunning
and character that would be required in the fabricators—and you
will see how anyone who faces the facts must believe that the Gospels
are true. It is necessary for any normal mind to believe that every
effect has an adequate cause.

We do not have to prove all the facts of the record, if we can be
sure of the reliability of the author. If the Gospel record is not only
good and honest human testimony, but also written by men inspired
of the Holy Spirit, then we can and must believe it whether we can
verify it or not. It becomes more than a collection of ideas to be
tested; it is a source of truth to be trusted. It is also the solid ground
on which we rest a faith that is reasonable, helpful and honest—a
faith that knows whom it believes and why he is deemed trustworthy.
After we know the evidence that Jesus is the Son of God, we can
quite reasonably say, “If Jesus says it, I believe it, and that settles
it.” When we know the facts of His life which manifest His love and
goodness, as well as His wisdom and power, we follow Him with
loving confidence and are content to say:

“And so 1 go on not knowing; I would not know if I might.

I would rather walk with Him by faith, than to.walk alone by
_sight; :

1 would rather walk with Christ in the dark, than to walk alone
in the light.” '

For Further Study:

Anderson, J. N. D. Christianity: The Witness of History. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1969. A British lawyer sifts the evidence
and makes a positive case for the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. ’

Bruce, F. F. The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?
Sth ed. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing' Co., 1960.
Presents internal and external evidence for the reliability of the
New Testament books, His acceptance of the two-source theory
weakens the book.
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Montgomery, John W. Christianity and History, Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press, 1964-1965, A defense of the truth of Chris-
tianity on the basis of reliable historical records showing us a divine
Christ.

Wartick, Wallace, New Testament Evidences, Joplin: College Press,
1975, Updating of J, W ‘McGarvey's classic wotk, Evidences of
Christianity. .
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A STATEMENT OF FAITH

3
A STATEMENT OF FAITH!

Christianity is a matter of faith. It has doctrines and practices
simply because Christ taught and commanded, Those who believe
Christ believe what He taught, and those who accept Jesus as Lord
obey what He commanded. Our Christian faith is faith in Christ and
the divine revelation of which He is the source and the center. Be-
cause He put His stamp of approval on the Old Testament and de-
clared that it could not be broken (John 10:35) and that none of it
shall pass away until all be fulfilled (Matt, 5:18; Luke 24:44), we
believe that the Old Testament scriptures are inspired, authoritative
and divinely dependable. Because Jesus promised the apostles the\
Holy Spirit to guide them in remembering all that He taught and
in revealing all truth (John 14:26; 16:12-14), we believe the New
Testament scriptures to be inspired of God and possessed of divine
accuracy and authority. Many facts of the record and claims of the
New Testament writers confirm this faith.

We believe Christ—and all His appointed spokesmen Christ said
it; we believe it; that settles it, on any subject of which the New Testa-
ment plainly speaks.

We believe that the words of the apostles are the words of Christ
and are full of compelling authority unto the end of the age. When
Paul gives inspired advice concerning marriage, we do not explain
it away as his personal and fallacious opinion. His modest reminder
in I Cor. 7:40—““and 1 think also that I have the Spirit of God” —
certainly should not be taken as an expression of doubt about His
inspiration in view of the positive assertions in the same letter (I Cor.
2:10-13; 14:37) and in others (Gal. 1:12; I Thess. 2:13; II Thess. 3:14).
We believe we must find the intended meaning of the apostle in all
their teachings and abide by them. We do not disregard any of it
as expressing the bias of Paul against women, or any of it as in-
consistent with other Scriptures. But we seek to heed every statement
to its full intent in complete harmony with.all the rest.

We believe in the unique and distinctive ‘authority of the New
Testament to the extent that we deplore all the changes made by
human hands in transcribing it, all the misstatements of its meaning

! This statement appeared in the Compass, official organ of Ozark Bible College,
to explain the basic faith of the men who taught at this college. Seth Wilson is Dean
of Ozark Bible College.
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in translating it, and all the mishandling of it by men interpreting
and applying it. We do fervently desire to have the original inspired
word in the purity and fullness of its original meaning and we have
no interest in preserving the traditional corruptions of it in any
manuscript, translation or commentary. Therefore, we are interested
in weighing carefully all reliable evidence for correcting our inter-
pretations, our commentaries, and our Bible versions whether they
be new or old, at every point of error, although they are minor points.-
We rejoice that God has so written His word and so preserved. it
that the fundamentals of salvation have been preserved in all versions -
and copies of it for those who will diligently study it and find its
truth in spite of the errors and inconsistencies of its translators. But
we believe that when errors in any version are found they should be
rejected, rather than perpetuated as-part of this divine truth; for, of
course, they did not belong to it originally.
.. This we believe and teach.
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MATTHEW AND THE PROPHETS

It is generally agreed that Matthew wrote as a Jew, addressing his
account of the life of Jesus especially to Jews, both believers and non-
believers, Although he did not write to Jews exclusively, his purpose
was to present Jesus clearly as the Messiah, the true fulfillment of
the Old Testament,

At least seventy-one passages from the Old Testament are quoted
or paraphrased in Matthew. About seventeen of these are freely
adapted from its language.

At least ten records of events are referred to, thhout any quotation
being made. -

Jesus' Use of the Prophets

This kind of use of the Old Testament certainly did not originate
with Matthew. He ascribes most of it to Jesus. Sixty percent (642)
of the 1071 verses in Matthew’s Gospel contain his quotations of
Jesus’ sayings and sermons, In these quotations there are fifty-four
places in which Jesus used the language of the Old Testament directly
or loosely. Perhaps fifteen of these are so brief and so loosely quoted -
that they may not be intentional quotations. They at least show His
familiarity with Old Testament and inclination to use its language.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John report the sayings of Jesus in
the style of direct quotation rather than indirect; yet they do not al-
ways agree exactly in wording the same sayings. Thus we see that
Matthew may have summarized or altered slightly the original words
of Tesus; but we cannot assume that he put quotations from the Old

Testament into the mouth of Jesus. Yet Matthew chose (being led by

the Holy Spirit) to record especially those teachings of Jesus in which
He used the Old Testament. This fits Matthew’s purpose to show
that Jesus is the Messiah and fulfillment of the entire revelation which
God has made.

Jesus (as reported by Matthew alone) quoted from fourteen different
books of the Old Testament. At least six times He introduced quota-
tions by the phrase “it is written,” a well-established form of referring
to the canonical authority of the Scriptures. He mentioned Isaiah,
Moses, David, and Daniel as authors through whom God spoke.

Jesus cited at least twenty passages of the Old Testament as com-
mands of God to be obeyed; at least eleven as statement of historic
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fact or truth; and at least twenty-one as prophecies fulfilled in His
life or circumstances of His time. He spoke of the prophecies as
needing to be fulfilled, probably meaning that any predictions made
by God will inevitably come true (Matthew 26:54, 56).

Of the laws or duties which Jesus cited from the Old Testament,
He quoted five of the ten commandments, on at least three different
occasjons: in the sermon on the mount (5:21, 27), in argument with
Pharisees (15:4), and to the rich young ruler (19:18, 19). He used
Deuteronomy three times in His answers to Satan’s temptations
(4:4, 7, 10), as stating rules from God which bound His own con-
science and conduct. The history which Jesus used as true and im-
portant included accounts of creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and
the flood, Abraham, Sodom and Gomorrah, Moses and the law,
David and the showbread, the Queen of Sheba, Jonah in the fish,
afid the murder of both Abel and Zachariah,

All of the above facts are from Matthew’s account of Jesus alone.
The other Gospels add more statements and figures to show Jesus’
emphasis upon the testimony of the law and prophets. ‘““These are
they which bear witness of me” (John 5:39). “If ye believed Moses,
ye would believe me; for he wrote of me” (John 5:46). ‘“All things
must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and
the prophets, and the psalms, concerning me’’ (Luke 24:44). See
also Luke 24:25-27 and 45-47.

The sermons and letters of the other apostles show much of this
same emphasis. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 uses prophecies as its main
evidence and for more than half of its total contents. Even in preach-
ing to Gentiles he said, “To him bear all the prophets witness” (Acts
10:43). Paul before King Agrippa described his ministry as “testifying
both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and
Moses did say should come; how that the Christ must suffer, and
how that he first by the resurrection of the dead should proclaim light
both to the people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:22, 23). Their chief
method of persuading men to believe was by use of the prophets (Acts
3:18, 21, 24; 8:30-35; 13:27, 40; 24:14; 26:27; 28:23). They also
emphasized them in strengthening the faith of believers (Romans
1:2, 17; 3:21; I Peter 1:10-12; 2:6-8; II Peter 1:19-21; 3:2).

As John wrote “‘that ye may believe,” and John the Baptist came
“that all might believe through him” (John 20:31; 1:7), so also the
prophets wrote that men might recognize the Christ when He came,
and might expect Him before He came. They did cause a general ex-
pectation all over the East that someone from Judea should become
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ruler of the world. Prophecies like those in Daniel 2:44; 9:25-27;
and Micah 5:2-15 could account for that. Remember the long career
of Daniel in high offices in the Babylonian and Persian empires, and
the coming of the wisemen from the east at Jesus’ birth.

Preaching the gospel of Christ is not presenting His teachings for
men to evaluate with human wisdom or to test by experimentation,
It is identifying Jesus for all men to accept, trust, and follow Him,
obeying Him as God and only Source of life.

Many scholars and churches of Christendom in the last two hundred
years have greatly erred, not knowing the Scriptures or the power
of God. They have tried to judge the message of the Bible or modify
it by the wisdom and wants of men, putting too much confidence in
new conclusions from insufficient discoveries. They have been too
much like Aladdin, trading the true wonder-working lamp of God
for a shiny new-made thing of brass; because they have not listened
to the witnesses who gave God’s testimony to His own Son. They
have not proclaimed the identity and unique authority of Jesus the
Son of God and only Savior of the world.

Jesus’ high regard for the Old Testament (Matt. 5:17, 18) was
shared or learned by the apostles, and they followed His practice of
making effective use of it. Should not all of His disciples today
similarly learn from Him?

Matthew’s Use of the Prophets

Matthew’s use of the prophets is no