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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

T H E object of the Committee of the Theological Transla

tion Fund is to place within the reach of English readers 

who are not conversant with the languages of the Conti

nent, the best results of recent Continental theological inves

tigations. In accordance with this object, the Translator 

of the present volume has endeavoured to give the meaning 

of the Author clearly and concisely, and has avoided the 

temptation of making smooth sentences and rounded periods. 

The Translator is perfectly aware that the English is by no 

means a model of diction or of style, but challenges criticism 

as to the faithfulness of the translation—and as criticism, like 

punishment, is useless unless remedial, hopes to profit "in the 

second volume by the criticism on the first. If the book can 

be readily understood by those for whom it is intended, its 

aim will be attained. 

A. P. 

September 27th, 1873. 
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FIRST PART. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

THE STANDPOINT OP THE INQUIRY THE ACTS OP THE APOSTLES 

AS THE SOURCE OP THE APOSTLE PAUL'S HISTORY DIVISION 

OP THE WHOLE SUBJECT. 

To investigate critically the primitive history of Christianity, 
its origin and first development as they lie before us in the list 
of writings which form our New Testament Canon, is the great 
problem of our time; a problem which can only arise from tho 
deepest centre of a universal interest and feeling. It may bo 
justly said of the present age that its prevailing ten
dency is critical, and that its desire is not so much to shape 
a growing world, as to grasp one already grown and pre
sent, in the more important epochs of its development. The 
principal efforts of the age in the higher walks of science 
are critical and historical; of everything it is asked what 
is its influence on the present in its historical claims ? All 
data and facts are looked at on their .own basis, above all it 
is sought to go back to the beginning, to the first elements in 
which everything is included, in order to arrive at a clear in
sight into the whole from the discovered relations of the indi
vidual parts. This independence of thought, attained after such 
great effort—after the painful toil of many centuries—naturally 
turns its gaze back into the Past, the spirit reposing in the self-
certainty of its consciousness, now first placed on a standpoint 
from which it can review the paths along which it has passed, 
driven by the force of circumstances, and it reviews them in 

^ order to illumine the unconscious Past with the consciousness 
of the inward necessities of the Present, If in so many walks of 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

human knowledge this critical task is the necessary mental 
process through which the consciousness of the Present becomes 
mingled with that of the Past, where can it be of greater im
portance than when the Present is linked with the Past by the 
strictest and closest ties, and when this union has its roots in 
the deepest interests of our spiritual being ? Christianity is on 
one hand the great spiritual power which determines all the 
belief and thought of the present age, the ultimate principle by 
which the self-consciousness of the spirit is produced and 
maintained, so that unless it were essentially Christian it would 
have no stability or firmness in itself. On the other hand, 
Christianity is in its very nature a purely historical problem, 
whose solution lies only in that Past in which Christianity itself 
had its origin; a problem which can only be solved by that 
critical attitude of thought which applies to the Past the know
ledge acquired in the Present. The great importance which this 
problem attained in our age as soon as the separate elements of 
its solution prepared long before-hand were collected in one 
point of view, and reduced to their definite expression, led to the 
critical Life of Jesus by Strauss. The keenness of this criticism 
which yet had the principal part of its force in the clearness 
with which it drew necessary deductions from long granted pre
misses, took the public by surprise, and made a painful impres
sion by the negative character of its results, which it was 
thought could not be too quickly guarded against by hastily 
attempted refutations. What results followed, and what effects 
were generally produced on the consciousness of the age by 
this great critical agitation must not here be entered into, but 
the scientific claim of such a criticism must not have any doubt 
thrown on it by any thought of its possible result. It must be 
recognized as a decided need in the education of the age, and 
all that is said in so many quarters against the work of Strauss 
can only be of any value as laying down a challenge to us to go 
still deeper and more thoroughly into the critical process begun 
by him. 
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The criticism of the Gospel history, so far as it immediately 
concerns the life of the Founder of Christianity, with which so 
many weighty questions are allied, will long remain the most 
important object of the critical labours of our time. In view of 
the interests of the problem there next follows the historical 
and critical inquiry into the question how Christianity, so closely 
interwoven with Judaism, broke loose from it and entered on 
its sphere of world-wide historical importance. In regard 
to the life of Jesus, the conscious idea of Christianity and 
its principles, originated by him, and by him carried out 
through the devotion of his whole being, is what the Gospel 
history presents to us as the essence of the historical meaning 
of his life. But when we proceed from the Evangelical history 
to that of the time of the Apostles the practical realization of that 
idea becomes the proper object of historical research. This 
practical realization of the idea of Christianity was first dealt 
with when entering into the reality of its consciousness through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, and becoming of itself a 
living power, the idea found in the bounds of the national 
Judaism, the chief obstacle to its universal historical realization. 

How these bounds were broken through, how Christianity, 
instead of remaining a mere form of Judaism, although a pro
gressive one, asserted itself as a separate, independent princi
ple, broke loose from it, and took its stand as a new en
franchised form of religious thought and life, essentially differ-* 
ing from all the national peculiarities of Judaism is the 
ultimate, most important point of the primitive history of 
Christianity. Here also as in the Gospel history the indi
viduality of a single life is the peculiar object of the historical 
and critical enquiry. That Christianity, in its universal historical 
acceptation, was the work of the Apostle Paul is undeniably an 
historical matter of fact, but in what manner he achieved this, 
in what light his relations with the elder Apostles must be 
viewed, whether it was in harmony with them or in contradic
tion and opposition to them, that he, first authoritatively laid 

1 * 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

down principles and opinions, this it is that deserves a most 
thorough and accurate inquiry. As in the Gospel history, his
torical criticism has here two statements before it, differing 
from each other, which must be weighed and compared, in 
order to get from them their pure historical value. These are 
the accounts contained in the Acts of the Apostles and the 
historical data comprehended in the Apostle's own Epistles. It 
is true that one would think that in all the cases where the 
accounts in the Acts do not altogether agree with the statements 
of the Apostle the latter would have such a decided claim to 
authentic truth that the contradictions in the Acts would 
scarcely be worth attention, but this rule, which would seem to 
spring from the nature of the case, has not up to this time been 
so much followed as it deserves. As far as the supposition of the 
thorough identity of the statements in the Acts of the Apos
tles and the personal declarations of the Apostle in his Epis
tles is maintained the existing discrepancies, even when they 
cannot be denied, are considered too slight and unimportant to 
have any further weight attached to them, and in some cases 
even opinions have ranged themselves on the side of the Acts 
of the Apostles, contrary to the clear assertions of the Apostle. 
Thus not only is historical truth set in a false light, but the 
justice and impartiality which are due to the Apostle in the in
vestigation of his life and labours cannot be thoroughly em
ployed. In order to show that in his relation to the other 
Apostles no serious differences existed, there is no hesitation in 
ascribing to him in many cases a course of action, which, if it 
really took place as is stated, throws a very equivocal light on 
his character. A statement of this part of the primitive history 
of Christianity, undertaken on the strict foundation of historical 
criticism, can therefore bo nothing but an apology for the 
Apostle. Neander's History of the Apostolic Age is so little 
free from this one-sided manner of treatment, that it makes a 
point of bringing the whole historical material into apparent 
harmony, and in this way has aided in altering the point of view 
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of the most important time of this period of the development of 
Christianity. 

The Acts of the Apostles are presented then as the chief 
source of the history of the apostolic life and labours of the 
Apostle Paul. But the historian cannot take his stand on it 
without first making himself acquainted with the position it 
holds with regard to its historical object. Between the Acts of 
the Apostles and the Pauline Epistles,, as far aa the historical 
contents of the latter can be compared with the Acts of the 
Apostles, there will be found in general the same relation as, 
between the Gospel of John and the Synoptical Gospels. The 
comparison of both these sources must lead to the conclusion 
that, considering the great difference between the two state
ments, historical truth can only belong to one of them. To-
which it does belong can only he decided by the undisputed 
historical rule that the statement which has the greatest claim 
to historical truth is that which appears most unprejudiced and 
nowhere betrays a desire to subordinate its historical material 
to any special subjective ainu For the history of the Apostolic 
Age the Panline Epistles take precedence of all the other New 
Testament writings, as an authentic source. On this account 
the Acts must fill a secondary p l a c e b u t there is also the 
further critical point that the same rule which defines the rela
tion of the Synoptical Gospels to the Gospel of John, finds its* 
application in the Acts of the Apostles y whilst in this place,, 
and in order to indicate the standpoint of the following inquiry,, 
I must express this opinion on the Acts- of the Apostles, that I 
can find in it no purely objective statement^but only one which is 
arranged on subjective grounds> and I must also express a great 
wish to refer to a critical work which I venture to follow all the 
more, as it afforded me important results when I devoted myself 
to a quite different line of work some time ago.* Schnecken-
burger designated the aim of the Acts, of the Apostles as apolo-

• Schneckenburger " iiber den Zweck der Apostlelgeschichte>

,, Berne, 1841. See 
my review of this essay in the Jahrbiicher fur wisseoschaftliche Kritik, March*, 
1841. No. 46. 
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getic. According to the results of his inquiry, we hare to 
consider this work as a defence of the Apostle Paul in his 
apostolic dignity and his personal and apostolic conduct, espe
cially in Gentile matters in the face of all Jewish opposition and 
censure. The idea that runs through the whole, that of a 
parallel between the two Apostles Peter and Paul, lies at the 
root of each of the principal parts into which the Acts of the 
Apostles is divided* (Chapters i. to xii., and xiii. to the end). 
The unity of the work consists in this idea; its chief tendency is 
to represent the difference between Peter and Paul as unessen
tial and trifling. To this end Paul is made in the second part 
to appear as much as possible like Peter, and Peter in the first 
part as much as possible like Paul. It is sought also to make 
both as nearly as possible of the same importance, so that one 
may sometimes be taken for the other, which, according to the 
undeniably Pauline author of the Acts of the Apostles, can only 
result in favour of Paul. But, as Schneckenburger points, out, 
there is wanting in the second part any proof of Paul's righteous
ness according to the law, (such as zealous keeping of feasts, 
frequent journies to the Temple, personal asceticism, and circum
cision ;) but on the other hand there is no trace of that side of 
Paul's piety which opposed itself to the law. The same Judaiz-
ing characteristics which meet us in the personal conduct of Paul, 
are evident in the account of his official labours. Paul observed 
the most fitting respect, not only towards the elder Apostles, 
who so completely agreed with him (Chapter xv.), but also to
wards the Jewish people—especially in this, that he, as is here 
brought intentionally to our notice, first proclaimed the Gospel 
to the Jews, and then, when they rejected him and his Gospel, 
turned to the Gentiles. Schneckenburger with much ingenuity 
further endeavours to prove that all the important omissions in 
the Pauline history are to be accounted for by this apologetic 
tendency of the Acts. They refer to persons or facts whose 

* This idea and its influence on the views or the aim of the Acts of the Apostles 
I first commented on in my treatise iiber den Ursprung des Episcopate, Tubingen 
Zeitschrift fur Theologie, 1838, pt. 3, p. 142. 
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mention or description would have given a completely different 
picture of Paul to that which is exhibited by the text as it 
stands, putting out of sight altogether as this does the Jewish 
prejudices and misrepresentations which we hear of in the 
Pauline Epistles. The most remarkable instance of this kind 
is the utter silence of the Acts of the Apostles with regard to 
the scene related in the Epistle \o the Galatians between Peter 
and Paul at Antioch; and with this may be connected the 
omission of the name of Titus in the Acts. The first part of 
the Acts is constructed in accordance with the same apologetic 
aim. The Jewish opponents of the Apostle Paul, as we see 
especially in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, would not 
allow that the visions which he claimed for himself were any 
proof of his apostolic mission. In this view the vision ascribed 
to Peter (Chapter x.) and its acknowledgment by the primitive 
Church is of importance as an indirect legitimation of the' 
Pauline visions. But this vision has reference to the conver
sion of the first Gentile Cornelius. If therefore the Judaizers 
complained that the Apostle Paul devoted himself to the con
version of the Gentiles, whilst the Children of the Covenant 
still were for the most part unbelieving, the first part states 
that long before Paul, Gentiles had been baptized, and baptized 
actually by Peter, the head of the Judaizers. Thus the whole 
question of the admission of the Gentiles had been decided by 
a divine vision, by the recognition of the primitive Church, and 
by the most definite preaching and deeds of the Apostles. 
Paul therefore had only to tread in the footsteps of the older 
Apostle. Further, a comparison of the passages xv. 7, 14, 
shows an unmistakeable design to vindicate the earlier activity 
of Peter among the Gentiles, and through this precedent to 
impress on the activity of Paul, so blamed by some, the seal of 
legitimacy given by the assembled primitive Church. Above 
all, it is obvious how desirous the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles is to show how Peter began the conversion of the 
Gentiles. He did this by divine command after the indifference 
of the Jews in general had been proved. 
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Schneckenburger rightly finds another great proof of this 
apologetic tendency of the Acts of the Apostles in the fact that 
whilst the second part makes Paul believe and speak as much 
as possible in conformity with Judaizing claims, the same prin
ciples of equal participation by Jews and Gentiles in the Messi
anic salvation which Paul so circumstantially develops in the 
Epistle to the Romans, are laid down and pronounced to be 
real by the Jewish-Christian Apostle, in the first part. The 
universality of Christianity and the lawfulness of 'preaching to 
the Gentiles were so decidedly recognised by Peter that no 
doubt can be entertained that in the opinion of the narrator this 
doctrine has been already indicated in the words of Jesus, 
Acts i. 8. 

Schneckenburger has incontestably proved that the Acts 
of the Apostles was composed from this apologetic point 
of view. If it is still further asked whether it was written 
exclusively in this apologetic interest, whether it does not 
also contain passages which cannot well be even reconciled 
with such a purpose, and in which the general aim seems 
to be to furnish a historical statement, we can even in this 
case find nothing of any importance which is in contra
diction to the decidedly apologetic aim. The second part, 
which is occupied exclusively with the Apostle Paul, offers no 
difficulty in this respect, for we can perceive on reflection, that 
although the accounts of the travels of the Apostle contain more 
personal and special details than are required by the apologetic 
aim, still we can also undoubtedly see that the account itself 
throughout presents features in which the same aim of the 
author can be easily traced. 

In the first part indeed the purely historical interest would 
seem to predominate over the apologetic one, if we did not take 
into consideration that the. author in the parallel which he has 
in view must first have been certain of the necessary historical 
basis, and also that his apologetic aim must have been indirectly 
forwarded to a considerable extent by the care and accuracy 
which he brings to bear on his account of the circumstances 
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and arrangements of the first Christian Church, He keeps back 
with the greatest care the especial Judaizing side of the primi
tive Church, hoping by this means to further all the more the 
:hief aim of his work, the apology for the Apostle Paul, which 
thus takes the character of a simple historical narrative. In 
reality we ought not to set the apologetic in such direct opposition 
to the historical interest, that when the first is established the 
second will not unite with it, for the apologetic aim will even 
grow out of the established historical foundation. Another and 
much more important question here introduces itself, namely, 
how the supposition of the apologetic aim of the Acts of the 
Apostles to which we have referred, stands with regard to the his
torical trustworthiness of the work and the authorship of Luke ? 
Schneckenburger seeks to avoid as much as possible the awk
ward conclusion which might be deduced in this point of view 
from the result of,his investigations. He refutes very carefully 
the opinions of those who differ from him, by saying they seem 
to throw a doubt on the historical trustworthiness of the Acts, 
and pronounces repeatedly and decidedly in favour of the theory 
that Luke was the author. But it is not possible for him to 
carry out his view of the aim of the Acts without sometimes 
granting more than seems to be compatible with the supposi
tion of its being the work of an author standing in so close a 
connexion with the Apostle. Looked at in this light, how sus
picious are such admissions as the following: Luke evidently 
did not intend to include in his plan a complete historical pic
ture of Paul, but as pleasing an one as possible. He may not 
have incorporated in his work any unhistorical feature, yet 
there are wanting, in the interests of strict impartiality, fhe chief 
features of the Pauline character which meet us in his own 
writings (p. 58). The picture it presents of Paul and his 
labours is a partial one, not in conformity with the description 
he gives of himself in the Epistles, either in generalities or in 
special details, and is one that a Paulinist would not have repre
sented without some subordinate apologetic aim (p. 92). There 
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may be really some difficulty in reconciling the later historical 
facts of the Judaizing of Peter with the Pauline teachings and 
labours which are attributed to Peter in the first part, and un
doubtedly in the second part Paul seems to have altered more 
to accommodate himself to the Jewish wishes and prejudices than 
in fact was the case. At any rate, the characteristic Pauline 
decisiveness nowhere appears either in teaching or action 
(p. 210). That the author could not entirely get over the 
Apostle's journey to Jerusalem and the facts so closely depen
dent on it, but for that very reason may have attributed quite 
different motives to the journey (p. 113); that the objective 
succession of events are internally improbable (p. 145); that he 
has permitted himself to use an unhistorical hyperbole (p. 182), 
&c. &c. All this Schneckenburger cannot deny; he accord
ingly passes over such points very lightly, and above all is most 
careful to prevent any suspicion of historical fiction from at
taching to the author of the Acts of the Apostles. But after 
these admissions it is not possible that his historical trustworthi
ness should remain completely undisturbed. 

Any writer who is purposely silent upon so many points, and 
thereby places the facts of his narrative in a different light, 
cannot certainly be considered as just and conscientious ; 
especially when, as soon as he finds it his interest to do so, he 
places himself in a wrong position with regard to true history. 
If we go through the whole series of special instances, in which 
the designed parallel between the two Apostles, made in the 
Acts of the Apostles, is indicated by Schneckenburger, and 
then carefully consider how analogous is the one to the other; 
who can believe that the author has taken all this only from the 
history lying before him, with the simple intention of choosing 
what was best for his purpose. This remarkable fact leads us 
to the assumption of a special aim; but what is gained by that 
assumption, if the fact remains ? If matters really are as they are 
here represented, we can only consider the author as useful for 
mere reference, and it must be in the highest degree doubtful 
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whether he held the apologetic view he adopts, which he never 
once distinctly explains. 

It is certainly apparent that a decided apologetic feeling lies 
at the root of his statement, and therefore it must be doubtful 
whether we can have a purely historical relation from him: and 
it can scarcely be denied that possibly, if not probably, he has 
in many cases altered the true history, not only negatively, by 
ignoring actions and circumstances which bear essentially on 
his subject matter, but also positively. 

The most weighty reason.for this opinion is, that the Paul of 
the Acts is manifestly quite a different person from the Paul of 
the Epistles. " Evidently/' says Schneckenburger himself 
(p. 150), " we do not here get a full and entire account of 
Paul's relation to the law, but a one-sided one, and there is 
really nothing laid before us by which we can form an opinion 
of the other side of this relation." When the author, who in 
the historical narrative of Paul, describes him so exactly, and 
who represents the accusation of his unfaithfulness to the law 
as a slander, by making him perform an act of legal conformity 
(Acts xxi. 20, & c ) , in regard to which Paul can only clear him
self by the exercise of the subtlest casuistry, (Romans iii. 31. 
voftov ov Karapyovfitv Sta rijc irlarewg, aWa vo/xov £<JTG>JU£V ) , the 
conjecture is surely allowable that a special purpose is to be 
served in presenting Paul to the readers of the Acts in this 
particular light. 

The two views which together make one Paul are, in fact, so 
divergent and heterogeneous that, although the author may be 
valuable as an historically faithful referee, the connection that 
is necessary to harmonize them is by no means self-evident, 
and must after all be sought for in the Apostle himself, that is 
to say, the historical character of the author can only be main
tained at the cost of the moral character of the Apostle. When 
the whole bearing of the case, as set forth in accordance with 
Schneckenburger's investigation, is considered, it is impossible 
for us to remain within the limits which ho sets to himself, 
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where they appear to be only arbitrary ; the results of his in
quiries draw us on from the mere supposition of an apologetic 
aim to a much further point, which places the question as to 
the aim of the Acts of the Apostles and its author in a different 
position. If the idea of an undeniably existing apologetic interest 
be maintained then follows the unanswerable question—What 
can have decided the author to sacrifice historical truth to this 
bias? That this can only have been done on very weighty grounds 
is certainly a natural supposition, but these grounds do not con
cern the person of the Apostle, or any matters which touch him 
very nearly. Why then, if the Apostle needed an apology, 
could not the best apology have been found in an open historical 
detail of his apostolic life and labours ? in the entire results of 
his whole conduct in his apostolic calling ? The reasons for 
the mode of treatment really pursued can only be sought for in 
circumstances- which, in the interest of the community, made 
such concession necessary on the part of a disciple of Paul. 
These circumstances took place at a time when,, in consequence 
of all those efforts-which we see from the Epistles of the Apostle 
himself were made in the most strenuous manner by his Jewish-
Christian opponents, the Pauline doctrine was so severely 
repressed that it could only maintain itself through a concession, 
which modified the hardness and bluffness of its opposition to 
the law and Judaism, and by this means put itself into a position 
as far as possible harmonizing the antagonistic views of the 
powerful Jewish-Christian party opposed to him. As far as we 
can follow the course of these circumstances we find it undeni
able that they did exist, that they extended far into the second 
century, and that they were powerful enough during that 
period when a newly-established Church was rising out of the 
conflict of heterogeneoua elements, to produce other literary 
results of a similar tendency. If we keep clearly in view these 
circumstances in their connection and in the meaning they took 
in their gradual, development, we shall be carried, on by them to 
a point when, we ean no longer maintain the authorship of Luke„ 
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as far as regards the Acts of the Apostles, in the form in which 
we possess them. Still it may not be impossible that prepara
tions, collections, narratives, chronicles, especially those con
cerning the last journey of the Apostle, from the hand of Luke 
may be the foundation of the Acts. That the name of Luke has 
been prefixed to it presupposes only that as its whole purpose is 
preeminently devoted to the life and labours of the Apostle Paul, 
the work is evidently written in his interest, and can only have 
proceeded from the immediate circle of the Apostle. Was not 
this in the mind of the author, when in one place he allows him
self, by the expression " W e / ' to be brought forward as in 
existing and intimate relations with the person under consider
ation ? Who is it that speaks of himself in this form ? He calls 
himself by no name—the name of Luke nowhere occurs in the 
Acts of the Apostles—but as Luke (Colossians iv. 14) is 
represented as standing in such close relations with Paul, why 
should not the author have put himself by the use of " W e " in 
the place of Luke, and identified himself with him ? Perhaps 
an existing account of the journey from the hand of Luke was 
the cause of this. In such passages the author is very willing 
to be considered as one person with Luke; but he does not 
dare as the writer of the Acts of the Apostles, to come forward 
openly in the character of Luke, for he was well aware of the 
difference in dates, and could not so completely forego his own 
identity. The apologetic interest of his statement does not 
depend on its historical character, but limits and modifies it. 
Unhistorical as it appears in many points, on which we can 
bring to bear proofs from the Apostle's own declarations, it is 
on the other hand in agreement in many instances with other 
passages in the received history of that time. The Acts of the 
Apostles therefore, although it must be judged of in quite a 
different manner from that generally employed, with regard to 
its author, its aim, and the time of its production, remains a 
highly-important source of the History of the Apostolic Age. 
It is, however, a source which needs strict historical criticism 
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before it can win a place as a trustworthy historical picture of 
the persons and circumstances of which it treats. The foregoing 
remarks may be useful as indicating a general standpoint from 
which to conduct the historical examination of the life and 
labours of the Apostle Paul. ^ The fixing of the historical value 
and character of the Acts of the Apostles depends chiefly on 
the answer to the question—How does it stand related to the 
historical contents of the Pauline Epistles f and the sentence 
pronounced must in the first place be founded on the strictest 
inquiry into the most important moments in the history of the 
life of the Apostle. This inquiry into the life and labours of the 
Apostle, resting on the criticism of the Acts of the Apostles, 
is the most important object of a statement comprehending the 
whole historical meaning. The results of this inquiry can only 
be judged of in the first place by the historical position of the 
Pauline Epistles, and by the question—To what extent the 
Epistles, ascribed to the Apostle, are to be held as genuine; 
and from this it follows that a true explanation of the Pauline 
teachings can only.be given on the foundation of those Apos
tolic teachings which are accepted as genuine. The whole sub
ject then divides itself into three closely-connected parts. 1. 
The life and work of the Apostle. 2. The historical position 
and meaning of his Epistles. 3. The subjects and relations of 
his teaching. 
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THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE 

APOSTLE PAUL. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE CHUECH AT JERUSALEM BEFORE THE APOSTLE'S CONVERSION. 

T H E conversion of the Apostle Paul to Christianity ft so im
portant an event in the history of the recently established 
Church, that it can only be properly conceived by taking into 
consideration the position which the Church had occupied during 
the short time of its existence. But the only thing of which we 
have any certainty during this earliest period, is that which is 
so closely connected with the name of the Apostle Paul, and to 
which he himself bears witness (Galatians i. 18, 23, 1 Corin
thians iv. 9), namely, that he became a Christian and an Apostle 
from being a persecutor of the Christian Church. Even in the 
earliest times persecutions had fallen on the Church at Jerusa
lem. Persecutions are spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles, 
but in such a manner that historical criticism must bring its 
right of doubt and denial to bear on the statement. 

When in the well-known manner, into which we will not here 
further inquire, the Christian Church, so weak in the beginning, 
had organized itself, first inwardly by the power of the Spirit 
imparted to it as the principle of a new animating conscious
ness,* and then outwardly after the rapid increase of its num
bers, by the first regulations of its social life, a series of measures 
was taken against the Apostles by the Jewish rulers, induced 
by a miracle of healing wrought on a man lame from his birth 

* Compare, with respect to the occurrences at the Pentecost, my treatise in the 
Theol. Studien trad Kritiken 1838 p. 618, for the newest researches on the yX&aoaiQ 
\a\Uv in the first Christian Church. 
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by the Apostles Peter and John on their way to the Temple. The 
description of this first persecution of the Apostles is charac
terized by the same idealizing tendency which is especially seen 
in the delineation of the primitive Church, In the statement 
as a whole, as well as in its individual features, a design is 
evident which it is impossible to consider as the natural histo
rical result bf the facts. In short, the Apostles must appear in 
their full glory. From the beginning, this glorification -is the 
aim of the narration of the chief occurrences as well as that of 
the individual minor circumstances attending them. The great
ness and superiority of the Apostles, whose glorification is the 
object in view, are put in a still clearer light, and are brought 
all the more prominently forward, as such a treatment tends 
also to exhibit the shame and humiliation of the opposite party. 
This is the more palpable as it is very evident that events are 
related in the most exciting manner possible by all the means 
at command, and with the greatest parade. Everything is cal
culated to advance this end. As soon, as the Apostles were 
seized in consequence of the miracle and of the discourse de
livered after its performance, preparation was made to treat the 
affair with all gravity and the greatest formality. Early on the 
next morning (for there was no time left for such a proceeding 
on the evening of the preceding day) chapter iv. 3, the mem
bers of the Sanhedrim, the Elders and Scribes, Annas and 
Caiaphas, the High Priests, of whom we hear at the condemna
tion of Jesus, and all those who belonged to their party assem
bled together. No one whose name was of any importance 
must be wanting. Even all those members of the Sanhedrim 
who from various circumstances were not present in Jerusalem 
were obliged to return in all haste to the capital* in order to 
take part in the proceedings. And what resulted from all this ? 
Nothing more than that the whole assembled Sanhedrim allowed 

* So must these words be taken, iv. 5: GvvaxOrjvat—€i'c 'l€pov<ra\i)/i, where tig 
does not mean so much as kv, and must not be taken as stating that the dwellers in 
Jerusalem had assembled in Jerusalem. 
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itself to be told by the two Apostles under examination that 
the cause of this judicial inquiry against them was a good deed 
wrought on a suffering man, and that the worker of this miracle 
was Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by them crucified and slain, and 
to whose saving name this healing wrought on a suffering man 
gave undeniable testimony.* 

In order to strengthen still further the impression which can
not fail to have been made on the Sanhedrim, we are carefully 
shown how much it had been mistaken in its estimate of the 
Apostles. It had taken them for uneducated persons of low 
rank, who at the condemnation of Jesus had given so many 
proofs of their weakness and timidity, but now it greatly won
dered at them for the boldness and magnanimity with which 
they behaved, iv. 13. This change in the Apostles is mentioned 
as now perceived for the first time by the members of the San
hedrim with much astonishment, although they must have seen 
with what kind of men they had to deal by those occurrences in 
the Temple, which had so roused their attention. This incom
prehensible want of perception in the Sanhedrim is made use of 
in the interests of the Apostles under examination. Even this 
is not enough: the greatest difficulty brought forward, which 
the Sanhedrim must have had to meet and struggle with, was 
the presence of the lame man who had been healed, which testi
fied in the highest degree to the truth of the claims of the 
Apostles. If it is asked how it came to pass that the lame man 
who had been* healed was present at this transaction, the account 
says only, iv. 14 : TOV Si avOpwirov (5\iirovre€ trvv airqte iorwTa 
rbv reOepawevfiivov oi§£v~ el\ov avTtiwiiv, and the interpreters 
cannot say anything in explanation of this certainly remarkable 
occurrence. Had he,.as at first would appear, been himself 
summoned to the assembly of the Sanhedrim, or had he (as has 
been already remarked by the author, iii. 11) never left the 
Apostles' side since the time of the cure wrought on him, but 

' * The words iv. 13: iwiyivuiOKov re avroi)Q '6TI <riiv r<f 'Itjaov 'tjoav, take their 
new meaning for the first time when used in this assembly. 

2 
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had followed them to prison and from prison to the judgment 
hall ? Whether we assume the one or the other to have been 
the case, the members of the Sanhedrim evidently so lost self-
command at the presence of this man (which they could have 
hardly admitted) that they could not meet the defendants in 
the least thing touching the chief points of the inquiry, although 
they must have known that they would have to do so; thus 
showing a want of forethought unexampled in such a* court. 
In fact the members of the Sanhedrim did not know what they 
wanted; the points which they ought to have well considered 
and settled beforehand, they first thought of when assembled— 
what had been plainly seen by all Jerusalem then first flashed 
on their blinded eyes. If this miracle was such a public one 
(iv. 16), they could not have been in ignorance of it—they must 
before that time have been in a situation to come to some con
clusion in what manner best to meet the assertions of the 
Apostles. That the matter had no further result before such 
blind and weak-minded judges as these members of the Sanhe
drim appear throughout the whole narrative to have been, is the 
only thing about which no wonder can be felt, although a cer
tain amount of surprise must be excited as to how the writer 
could have thought that he had accounted for the failure of the 
whole proceeding (really owing to the confusion of the Sanhe
drim), by the remark that nothing could be done for fear of the 
people, iv. 21. If the people had been so much to be feared, the 
rulers would never have dared to seize and imprison the 
Apostles (iv. 3) in the midst of their discourse to the assembled 
crowd astonished by the mirecle. All this can only be disre
garded by taking a standpoint from which the Apostles are 
thought to be the more glorified the more the ill deeds of their 
enemies are brought forward to their humiliation and eon-
fusion. 

This is however but tfye first part of this transaction, which, 
if not altogether dramatic in its development, at least tends in 
that direction. A second part follows, which is but a mere 



CHAP. I . ] THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM. 19 

repetition of the first with this important difference, that every
thing in it is on a larger scale. It now appears that not merely 
one, but a great many miracles had been worked, not only on 
one suffering man, but on sick and suffering of all kinds; and 
the vigilance of their enemies was again directed to the Apostles, 
not because a great crowd of people came to them from Jeru
salem only, but also from all the neighbouring cities. As in 
the first instance it was the two Apostles Peter and John who 
were seized and thrown into prison, and then brought before 
the Sanhedrim, now it is the whole number of the Apostles who 
are so treated.* The first time their enemies had at least so 
far got possession of the two Apostles that they kept them in 
prison through the night and were able to produce them the 
next morning before the Sanhedrim. But now the Apostles 
who were in prison were freed in the night by an angel of the 
Lord, who led them out of the prison and commanded them to 
teach as before in the Temple, and when the next morning the 
assembled Sanhedrim in full solemn conclave caused the 
Apostles to be summoned before them by their servants, they 
were astonished by the news that the gates of the prison had 
been found most carefully clpsed and the guard standing before 
the door, but on opening the prison no one was therein. In 
the perplexity in which the members of the Sanhedrim were 
now plunged, they accidentally received tidings that the men 
who had been put in prison were in the Temple holding dis
course before the neople. The Apostles allowed themselves to 
be entreated with gentle words to present themselves again 
before the Sanhedrim. Force would not have availed, as the 
people the day before the imprisonment of the Apostles would 
have stoned the Temple keeper and his servants. But when 
the Apostles repeated their former declaration that they ought 

* They are now throughout spoken of simply as, ol &ir6<rro\oit v. 18, 29, 49; as 
also the signs and wonders which gave cause to the expression: Sid rwv xtlP^v ™v 

&ITO<TT6\<I>V kykpsTo, v. 12; when immediately before the question is of &iravT(gf 

i.e. iLir6<iTo\ot9 

2 * 
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to obey God rather than man, and that God the Father had 
raised the Crucified Jesus from the dead, the same scene was 
renewed. Great was the exasperation, and the turn which the 
affair seemed to be taking was so important at this point, that 
the actual consequences afford a striking contrast to the in
tentions and arrangements of the opposing party, and the slight 
punishment which, in addition to the insignificant prohibition, 
was laid on the Apostles only served to intensify their convic
tion : on virip .TOV bvofiarog avrov icarq&codqcrav aTifiaaOfivai, 
V. 41 . 

In all this who can see anything else than an enhanced and 
exaggerated repetition of the narrative of the scene already re
lated, having for its foundation the idea of setting forth the 
Apostles in their full greatness and worth, in the glorified light 
of the higher power, under whose protection and guidance they 
stood ? If we can see no natural connexion and result from 
the circumstances as they were first related, how great does the 
improbability become when the same occurrences are represented 
as happening for the second time with exaggerated details ? 
The simple putting together of the separate points through 
which the whole of the events related move, cannot possibly 
make any other impression on an unprejudiced mind. It is 
self-evident that if a well-digested judgment on the probability 
or improbability of the whole is to be pronounced, all the facts 
of the narrative ought to be taken together and considered in 
their relation to each other. The affair however appears in a 
totally different light in the statement given by Neander, as 
follows : " Meanwhile the great work which the Apostles had 
performed before the eyes of the people (the healing of the lame 
man), the power of the word of Peter, the fruitless trial of force, 
resulted in increasing the number of the disciples to two thou
sand/'* 

When the Apostles, without troubling themselves about the 
command of the Sanhedrim, had (as they declared openly they 

* The conversion of the two thousand is however reported before the trial of 
miraculous power. 
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would do) worked more and more with word and deed to spread 
the Gospel, it could not be otherwise than that they should 
again be brought before the Sanhedrim as refractory. When 
the President of the Sanhedrim reproved them for their 'dis
obedience ; Peter renewed his first protestation (v. 29). The 
words of Peter had already excited the rage of the Sadducees 
and fanatics, and the voices of many were raised for the death 
of the Apostles, but among the crowd of angry men one voice 
of moderating wisdom made itself heard, we see clearly that 
the words of Gamaliel protected the Apostles from suffering 
the usual punishment of scourging in consequence of their dis
obedience to the commands of the Sanhedrim, and subsequently 
caused the former prohibition to be renewed.* 

Eepresented in this light the whole affair takes a different 
position, but is this representation a correct one ? By what 
right does it ignore the miraculous release of the Apostles from 
prison, which is of such great moment in this part of the narra
tive, when the release itself is told as a miracle, and not merely 
as an incidental minor occurrence ? If the silence about this 
event had its foundation in the fact that the narrative without 
it would seem to be simpler, more natural, and more probable, 
it would also seem to give room for a doubt which would change 
the whole aspect of the affair, and on this account it must not 
be passed over in silence, but be very carefully considered. With 
the same justice which throws a doubt on this part of the nar
rative, we may also doubt about another portion, and thus 
arises the inevitable question what especially in the whole 
section is historical and unhistorical ? But to omit everything 
which does not suit the theory entertained, and to use the rest 
of the materials with the modifications which such omissions 
render necessary—to interpolate as auxiliary aids,-f now this 

* Geschichte der Pflanzung und Leitung der Christl. Kirche durch die Apostel. 
Ed. 1841. vol. i. p. 62. 

j - Neander allows himself to make use of such an aid, page 62, in reference to iv. 
1-22, when he conjectures thus : Perhaps also the secret (if not absolutely declared) 
friends which the cause of Christ possessed from the first among the members of the 
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event and now that, in order to make the whole hang well to
gether and appear probable, and then to present the results of 
the omissions and additions in a narrative thus treated, as an 
undoubtedly veracious historical relation/is nothing else than 
the acknowledged rationalistic method, which makes its own arbi
trary history. And even if this method does not strictly carry out 
its rationalistic principles, but takes miracle (which it here sets 
on one side) under its protection, and considers it as a substan
tial element of a continuous narrative of the objective side of 
the events, then it is easy to see where such a method of treat
ment must lead, and how necessary the alternative becomes 
either to confine ourselves to a simple, literally correct narra
tive of the facts, or to allow historical criticism (if we cannot 
altogether ignore its existence) full scope to exercise its rights. 

If in the narrative as a whole we recognize this tendency in 
the development of the chief events, we see it no less in the 
minor occurrences, but in some respects more clearly and un-
mistakeably. The Apostles are throughout represented as 
exalted, superhuman beings, who affect all around them by 
their indwelling, supernatural, miraculous power, who, with 
imposing mien, exert an influence over assembled crowds, and 
draw to themselves with irresistible power all who listen to 
their preaching. How clearly is this expressed when we are 
told that great fear fell upon the whole Church, and upon all 
who heard these things in consequence of the miracles which 
were performed : v. 11. J How vividly the impression that their 
greatness made is delineated when we hear, that when they, i.e. 

Sanhedrim operated in favour of the accused." Secret friends of the cause of 
Christ among the members of the Sanhedrim! How far this idea is removed from 
anything that is related in the A c t s ! From what can such a completely arbitrary 
and improbable hypothesis 4rise ? Apparently from the fact that all the relations 
of the affair have not been understood. But this hypothesis granted—is the problem 
even then solved ? So little is this the case that another difficulty is even raised, 
which is artistically concealed, and as much as possible ignored. There is nothing 
more blameable than a method of treating history, which instead of looking freely 
openly, and impartially at events from their own foundation, sets its own arbitrary 
ideas in the place of historical truth. 
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the Apostles, were all together in the Porch of Solomon, where 
the largest assemblies usually gathered, they composed a single 
isolated group, which no man dared to approach, and the univer
sally high estimation in which they were held is expressed by the 
fact that the people kept at a certain distance * from those whom 
they held to be superior, superhuman, perhaps magic beings, 
whom no man ought to approach. The idealized picture of the 
Apostles, which is visible throughout the whole account, is here 
clearly and decidedly expressed. 

The bright light which is shed over the assembled Apostles 
centres itself in its richest glory on the person of the Apostle 
Peter, who stands at the head of the twelve. In the first divi
sion of the account, in. v. the Apostle John shares this pre
eminence with the Apostle Peter—but in the rest of the narra
tive it is only the Apostle Peter who is raised above his fellow 
Apostles in the same proportion in which they are raised above 
other men. Whilst the Apostles collectively perform signs 
and wonders in great numbers, the Apostle Peter's very 
shadow brings about these miraculous results, and when at the 
first trialJohn is at least mentioned as being with Peter, iv. 19, 
at the second Peter alone is spoken of, and represented as being 
the spokesman of the rest. But the chief point of the apostolic 
activity of Peter is the miracle which was worked on Ananias 
and Sapphira. It may be taken as a fact that these two persons 
were on historical grounds considered accursed in the history of 
the first Christian Church. They may have exhibited a course 
of thought and action directly opposed to the example of self-
sacrifice and unselfishness given by Barnabas, who is placed in 
direct contrast with them; this may have caused their names to 
be so hated and despised that in their death, which immediately 

* UTTCLVTSQ, v. 12, is commonly taken as referring not merely to the Apostles bat 
to Christians generally. Zeller also " Apostelgesch." page 125, brings this forward 
in favour of the theory that a community existed, ii. 42, 44, 48 . But v. 12, has to 
do with the /ifyaXvXejv of the Apostles, on account of what proceeded from them, 
and as through this a <p6(ioQ seized the iraaa UicXtjaia, they reverentially avoided 
setting entirely aside such beings (icoWaaQai). 
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followed, men could only see divine punishment—but all this 
is so intimately connected with the view here taken pf the 
wvtvfia ayiov which is represented as the divine actuating prin
ciple of the Apostles, that it cannot be divided from it, and 
indeed, can only be explained by it. As the irvtvfxa ayiov, ani
mating all Christians, is a divine principle, imparting to them 
an elevated and peculiar character, so it is bestowed in a special 
manner on the Apostles. Their human individuality stands in 
so secondary a place to this animating divine principle that 
they seem to be only the instruments and organs of it, and all 
that they do bears in itself an unmistakeably divine character. 
In this sense must be taken the words of Peter, when as the 
first Apostle in whom the irvevfia ayiov resided in its full 
strength and importance, he said to Ananias, v. 4 , OVK tyevaw 
ivOpwwoig, aWa TC£ Gecf. But if a striking representation were 
needed of the activity of this principle dwelling in the Apostles 
and of the divine character imparted to them by it—how could 
this be better made than by narrating a case in which a doubt 
is cast on it, thereby putting the Holy Spirit itself to the proof. 
This happened with regard to Ananias and his wife Sapphira, 
inasmuch as they had agreed together on a course of conduct 
the results of which could only take place on the supposition 
that the divine principle animating the j o s t l e s did not bestow 
on them divine omniscience, which one would have thought the 
most essential attribute of the irvevfia ayiov. What other result 
could follow from such a course of conduct than the divinely 
decreed punishment of both by sudden death ? For they had 
sinned not against man, but against the organs of the Divine 
Spirit, against God himself. 

There would be no necessity to speak of the endeavours to 
put a natural interpretation on this event, which have been made 
by Heinrichs and other interpreters, if this mode of explanation 
had not received fresh support and authority from Neander. 
For it is nothing else but an endeavour of this kind which 
Neander makes, when he says, page 38 : " I f we reflect what 
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Peter was in the eyes of Ananias : how the hypocritical, super
stitious man must have been dismayed and astonished at seeing 
his lie brought to light—how tlje reproving holy earnestness of 
a man, speaking with such divine insight into his conscience, 
must have worked on his alarmed mind, and the fear of punish
ment from a holy God must have seized him : then we do not 
find it so inconceivably difficult to believe that the words of the 
Apostle brought about this great event, and that the divine and 
the natural are here brought together in the closest con
nection." 
. According to this, we have to look at the death of Ananias as 
a natural event, that it may be taken as such psychologically. 
But, even if such an event as sudden death, as the direct 
psychological consequence of a violent mental shock is not im
possible, the case before us cannot be considered from this 
standpoint. The rarer and more uncommon such a death is, the 
more unlikely is it to have happened twice consecutively in the 
space of three hours. For the death of Sapphira must be treated 
in the same manner, and Neander does not hesitate to give 
it the same psychological explanation: " W h e n Sapphira, 
without being at all aware of what had happened, after 
a lapse of three hours entered the assembly, Peter first 
of all endeavoured by questioning her; to work on her con
science. But when, without being induced to reflect, or 
persuaded to repent, she persisted in her dissimulation, Peter 
accused her df agreeing with her husband to try the Spirit 
of God, whether or not it could be deceived by their hypocrisy. 
He then proceeded to threaten her with the divine punishment 
which had just overtaken her husband. The words of Peter 
strengthened in their effect by the impression made on the 
conscience of the deceiving woman by the dreadful occurrence, 
operated in the same manner as in the case of her husband just 
before.99 If such an event (granting that it really occurred) is 
in the highest degree uncommon, its immediate recurrence de
prives it of all probability. But if we set it aside for this 
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reason, the narrative of the author leaves us no other alternative 
than the supposition of an evident miracle. The sentence of 
Peter on Ananias is spoken in so threatening a tone, that the 
death of Ananias immediately succeeding it can only appear 
as the completion of the threatened punishment. This is seen 
even more distinctly in the speech addressed to Sapphira: 
" iSov of iroStg T&V Oa\pdvT<i>v TOV avdpa <rov, ITTI ry Ovpq. KOX 

l£oi<jovai as" v. 9. A death which follows immediately on 
such a decided declaration cannot be looked on as accidental, 
but as an intentional, miraculously-performed act. If it be con
sidered as a merely accidental, natural event not happening 
according to the expressed intention of the Apostle, a new doubt 
arises, namely, whether it would not have been the duty of the 
Apostle, when so shortly before he had seen so unexpected and 
fatal a result of his words, rather to endeavour to moderate than 
to enhance the impression which could not fail be made on 
Sapphira ? Without the adoption of the miraculous theory, no 
satisfactory meaning can be attached to this narrative. But if 
the natural explanation, as Neander gives it, is not meant to be 
taken in its entirety, it may be looked on as a gentle way of 
uniting the anti-miraculous and miraculous theories—a way by 
which, when he had learnt to look at the supernaturalism of the 
miracle as something natural, he was enabled again to merge 
the natural into the supernatural. 

There is nothing in this connection said by Neander about a 
divine punishment, which here would be an important matter, 
in order to secure the first operations of the Holy Spirit from 
the admixture of the most dangerous poison, and to secure 
a proper respect for the apostolic authority; but it must be ex
pressly remarked that the Divine and the Natural appear here to 
be in the closest connection. In what light we ought to view this 
connection between the Divine and the Natural, Olshausen tells 
us rather more clearly, by reminding us that" the absolute distinc
tion between the natural and supernatural is not indispensable— 
there is nothing to prevent us from giving a purely natural ex-
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planation of the death of Ananias; but by the adoption of this 
theory the miraculous character of the event is not set aside. 
The natural itself becomes miraculous through its adaptation to 
the circumstances and surroundings, and such is the case with 
this death, which, taken in connection with the sentence of the 
Apostle spoken in the power of the Spirit, and penetrating 
Ananias like a sword, self-convicting him of sin, was in reality 
a miracle ordered by a higher power." But what end do these 
half measures in investigation serve ? The absolute distinction 
between the natural and supernatural is indispensable, for the 
idea of miracle demands such a distinction; as a miracle, if it is 
not something essentially or absolutely different from the 
natural, is not a miracle at all. But the illogical blending of 
two essentially different ideas—the neutralizing of the natural 
and supernatural into an indifferent third, which on the one hand 
shall be as much natural as supernatural, but on the other hand 
neither supernatural nor natural, is exactly nothing at all. Two 
views only can be taken of this event. The death of Ananias 
and Sapphira was either natural—the natural result of terror 
and the consequence of an apoplectic fit, and for that very 
reason no miracle, and not the result of the will or words of the 
Apostle—or it was a miracle, and then not the mere result of 
fear and apoplexy, for even if fear and apoplexy were the im
mediate cause of the death, they did not operate in a natural 
manner, or the death would have been no miracle; but they 
had this result,»owing to the will of the Apostle and the divine 
miraculous power accompanying his words. It is therefore 
clear, that if so great an importance is attached to the naturalistic 
theory of Neander and Olshausen, which states that a strictly 
natural construction may be put on the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira, the true point of sight is totally displaced. Attendant 
minor causes are made into principal ones in an illogical manner; 
and a third set of incidental causes brought into view, of which 
the narrative says nothing, because the narrator is very far from 
supposing that what he relates as miracle would ever be taken 
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for an accidental natural event. If we decide on adopting the 
strictly miraculous theory, the miracle remains in its severity, 
and the less this severity is in unison with the rest of the New 
Testament miracles, or vindicates itself on satisfactory grounds, 
the more justly will this miracle be brought under criticism 
whiqh must throw a doubt on the historical character of the 
whole passage to which it belongs. 

W e will here glance at the whole series of circumstances 
which are related concerning this miracle. The glorification of 
the Apostles is the aim to which everything tends, together 
with the exhibition of them as high, super-human unapproach
able beings, in direct contrast to their enemies. This is worked 
out generally by completely ignoring any satisfactory connexion 
of ideas, thus betraying that one dominant intention underlies 
the whole account; and a miracle, such as the one under notice, 
can have no claim to be judged from any other point of view. 
In its entirety it serves only as an introduction to, or as the 
cause of the following events, and bears all the tokens of such 
an aim. The desire of enhancing the glory of the Apostles 
requires the enemies of the cause of Jesus to be represented as 
taking fresh steps, necessarily involving their own shame and 
humiliation. But, above all, the attention of their opponents 
had to be directed anew to the Apostles. On this account some
thing had to take place, to which indifference would be no 
longer possible. The cause of Jesus must win the sympathy of 
the people, the preaching of the Apostles must cause a very 
considerable increase in the number of believers. But the 
preaching of the Apostles had not of itself produced such great 
results, therefore a great point must be made, the interest of 
the people must be aroused by some event of a palpable and 
striking nature. How could this be ̂ better effected, than by a 
miracle worked by the Apostles ? But it was not every miracle 
that would have served this purpose. It could only be one 
which would not have a merely transitory importance, but one 
which, by its very nature, could excite and arrest public atten-
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tion. No miracle could better fulfil these conditions than the 
healing of the man lame from his birth, who had never walked 
before, but who immediately used the power given to him in 
such a manner, that all eyes were instantly drawn towards the 
miracle that had been wrought. The narrative itself represents 
the miracle from this point of view. As soon as it is performed 
the lame man springs up, walks about, accompanies the Apostles 
to the Temple, walking and leaping and praising God, and 
publishing what had happened to him, so that all the people 
saw him, and were filled with wonder and astonishment at the 
change, iii. 8-10, He even remained an inseparable companion 
of the two Apostles, in order that, by the side of the worker of 
the miracle, he might bear witness to the miracle worked, iii. 11; 
and appear with the Apostles at the judicial meeting of the 
Sanhedrim, without anyone knowing how he obtained admit
tance. Then again, the narrative relates carefully how publicly 
known the miracle had become throughout Jerusalem, and how 
it had been the more recognized as a highly-extraordinary event, 
because the lame man was known as a beggar, of more than forty 
years old, who sat daily at tne gate of the Temple, iii. 2, 4, 14, 
16, 21 , 22. As soon as the dominant idea of the whole is 
rightly understood, how clearly shown is the relation in which 
each separate feature stands to the whole—how necessary one 
seems to the other! And if the historical character of the chief 
occurrences must be doubted, how little can we hold as his
torical facts, the individual minor circumstances, which furnish 
us with the motive and are the groundwork of what follows^ 
Every individual trait shows plainly the internal intentional 
connexion which binds the whole together, in order that the end 
at which it aims may be advanced. 

This peculiar idealizing tendency of the whole account does 
not affect the Apostles exclusively, the glorifying ray of its 
light shines also on the whole Church of the Believers. The 
glory which falls to the share of the Apostles concerns especially 
the Holy Spirit which dwelt in and animated them; but it is 
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the same Spirit with which all the believers are filled. In them 
also this Spirit is a divine principle, which raises them aboye 
the general modes of action, and makes them shine in a higher 
light. In this light they are represented in both the short 
accounts, ii. 42-47; iv. 32-37; in which the peculiar aim of the 
author is to give a universal characteristic to the first Christian 
Church of that time. That which is reported of the Apostles,., 
namely, that they shared the wonder, honour and love of the 
whole population of Jerusalem, is also the distinguishing praise 
won by the first Christian Church. 'Eyfi/cro Si iraari ipvxv 
^o/3oc, ii. 43 ; e^ovrcc X"*PIV ^poc o\ov rdv Xaov, ii. 4 7 ; X"*PlG 
re fieyaXii r\v hr\ iravrag avrovg, iv. 33. It is self-evident how 
little the persecution of the Christians, which broke out so soon 
afterwards, confirms this account. Such a representation of 
the relations of the first Christian Church to the whole people, 
can only be the result of a desire to embellish—and every 
feature in the narrative testifies to this. The favourable im
pression, which arouses good-will and trust made by the Church 
on the people, must in accordance with the rest of the 
narrative, have been mainly owing to the spirit of unity and 
harmony which aniinated all the members of this body, bound 
them together, and showed itself especially in their social 
arrangements with regard to the general community of goods 
established among them by the division of property. We should 
expect to have here a correct historical representation of the 
social relations of the primitive Church; but that this is 
by no means the case must be granted by those even 
who have the highest opinion of the historical credibility 
of the Acts of the Apostles. "In the narrative of the 
Acts [itself," remarks Neander, p. 34, "there is a great 
deal which contradicts the assertion of such a community of 
goods. Peter expressly says to Ananias that it lay with him
self whether to keep the piece of ground or to sell it; and that 
even after it was sold he was at liberty to do what he would 
with the proceeds, v. 4. In the sixth chapter of the Acts of the 
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Apostles there is an account of a proportionate division of alms 
to widows, but no word is said of a common purse for the use 
of the whole church. W e find, xii. 12, that Mary possessed a 
house of her own at Jerusalem, but not that she had bought it 
at the expense of the common purse. These instances show 
clearly that we must not think that we have arrived at a solution 
of the question of the relations of property in the first Church." 
But nothing else is said on the subject in direct terms by the 
writer. The contradiction which his picture presents to the 
facts he relates, forces itself upon us—that, picture which, as 
Neander says, " must not be taken literally "—so that we must 
acknowledge as a fact, that other interests besides historical 
ones underlie the description. It is also incontestable that there 
is a desire manifested to represent this primitive Church in the 
beautiful light of a complete unity, from which all that is disturb
ing and dividing in the social relations of humanity has been 
banished, by abolishing from its midst all distinction between 
rich and poor. But this fact has no place in reality; and from 
the very nature of the case can have no such place—for how can 
we imagine that in a Church, which at that time, according to 
thje declaration of the writer, iv. 4, consisted of 5000 members; 
all those who possessed houses and landed property " sold 
them," iv. 3 4 ; and that not one individual in the whole Church 
possessed a private dwelling. And if (as it must be concluded 
from the text) it was an established rule that every member 
should sell all that he possessed, and put the proceeds as a con
tribution in money into the common purse—why is it told, as 
a remarkable fact, that Joses Barnabas, iv. 36, should sell his 
land, and bring the price and lay it at the Apostles' feet ? W e 
must again conclude that what the writer represents as a uni
versal arrangement of the first Christian community cannot 
have been true in its widest acceptation. May we not, however, 
take as the historical truth, that " a common purse was 
established, out of which the needs of the greater part of the 
poorer members of the Church were relieved; out of which, 
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perhaps, the special expenses which the Church as a whole in
curred (such as the preparations of the feasts), were defrayed, 
and that in order to do this the more easily, some of the 
property was sold ? There may also have been established a 
similar state of things in the earlier union of men and women 
€ joined together in Christ/ and in the subsequently arranged 
general collection for the poor in the Apostolic Church," 
(Neander, p. 36). 

The representation of our author is in no way borne out by 
all this—and if no other data were at our disposal, we should 
not be at liberty to assign to it historical truth. A narrative 
to which historical credibility must be denied as a whole, leaves 
us in uncertainty as to how much truth may lie at its founda
tion. W e must deny to this narrative such historical founda
tion, and consider it as an unhistorical representation, which, 
for the most part at least, affects to proceed on an historical 
basis. But in order to obtain the exact historical facts of which 
neither of the extracts in question say anything, we must add 
to the particulars we possess what, according to Epiphanius 
(Haer. 30), the Ebionites said of themselves. This was, that the 
epithet " poor," which they gave themselves, and considered as 
an honourable distinction, they took on account of their having 
sold their possessions in the time of the Apostles, and laid the 
price at their feet. Thereby they underwent poverty ,and 
shame, and therefore, as they say, they were everywhere called 
" poor." Our researches have already shown that this is in very 
near accordance with both the passages from the Acts of the 
Apostles, which must not be taken in any other light, for the 
Acts can have no authority whatever in anything relating to the 
Ebionites, owing to the well known hatred of this sect to the 
Apostle Paul. W e have here also a historical datum which 
tell us of a similar ridivai irapa rovg woSag TMV 1ATrocrroXw as a 
characteristic feature of the apostolic time. But we must not 
suppose the poverty of the Ebionites originated at that time, 
or that they then sold all their possessions. The supposition 
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is much more natural that they were poor from the beginning, 
that they considered their poverty as something honourable 
and distinctive, and that they wished it to be viewed as some
thing self-chosen, as the result of their own free choice. To 
this end they contributed by really at first selling whatever pro
perty they possessed, and laying the money realized by such 
sales at the Apostles' feet. What we ought to look at as 
the historical truth is not so much the action, as tho in
tention and manner of treating worldly goods, lying at the root 
of the action—and as the intention must be accepted as real, 
the event must be taken as the natural outcome of the inten
tion. What the Acts of the Apostles states ̂ respecting the 
social relations and arrangements of the first Christian Church 
is not to be understood as referring to its real, total, and general 
social condition, but only to the universal, individual willingness 
shown in many instances like that of Barnabas, where worldly 
riches and possessions were given up for the sake of the cause 
of Jesus, the proceeds brought as an offering to the common 
fund, and in this sense laid at the Apostles' feet. But the general 
community of goods and actual renunciation of worldly posses
sions mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles only shows us in a 
remarkable manner the peculiar essence of mythic tradition. 
This generally prefers the concrete, living, and perceptible, and 
therefore mere intention seems too bald and empty. Intention 
must be realized in action, if it has to have life and meaning, 
and take its place as a fit subject for tradition. This may also 
explain the following discrepancy—that while the Ebionites 
affirmed that they became poor through the nOevai wapa rovg 
iroSag TWV 9 AjroorroXtov, the* Acts of the Apostles declares that by 
the same process all poverty and need were banished from the 
Church. Even though this may be taken' relatively, it is yet 
distinctly expressed in the words ovSc yap IvSeijc rig V7rrjpxtv iv 
aljToiQi <&c. If we look only at the intention which prompted 
the renunciation of these worldly goods and possessions we 
must hold fast the idea of poverty, but if we think that 

3 
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the property was actually realized for the good of the com
munity, the idea of its needy condition must be entirely set 
aside. 

If it is asked how much special historical value can be found 
in the whole section, Acts iii.—v. the actual results are very 
small; and the consideration of the circumstances related in it 
gives us reason to suppose that this first period of the early 
Christian Church was very bare of important events. The fact 
that bears the most decided impress of historical reality, namely 
the advice given by Gamaliel, seems to imply that the enemies 
of Jesus troubled themselves very little about his disciples 
during the time immediately following his death. And even 
when, doubtless in consequence of the supposition that instead 
of diminishing they were increasing and flourishing, they took 
more notice of them, it was not worth while to take any very 
strict measures against them. Even the hostile attitude of the 
two sects of the Pharisees and Sadducees, as it is represented 
in the statement of Gamaliel and the members of the Sanhe
drim, with reference to the disciples of Jesus, can scarcely be 
taken as historical. It has been remarked with justice,* 
" Although the^ Sadducees had allied themselves for the same 
object with Caiaphas the High Priest, who had condemned 
Jesus, and afterwards endeavoured with special zeal to ruin the 
Apostles, we find no historical trace that Caiaphas himself was 
a Sadducee, the Sadducees first appeared with true party 
spirit against the Apostles in the matter of the resurrection of 
Jesus." 

It is exactly this which must make us suspicious about the 
part which the Sadducees first played in the matter; for it is 
very evident that because the doctrinal discourses of the dis
ciples could contain nothing of more consequence than the tes
timony to the resurrection of Jesus, they could have no more 
decided, no bitterer opponents than the Sadducees—the declared 
enemies of the doctrine of the resurrection. The repeated inten-

* Comp. Meyer Apg. v. 17. 
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tional declarations that the Sadducees had given the greatest im
pulse to the hostile measures against the disciples, iv. 1, v. 17, and 
had especially shown great vexation that the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead was preached as a fact (Sia TO KarayylWtiv iv r$ 
'ITJO-OU rrjv avatjraaiv rrjv IK vsKptvv, iv. 2 ) have quite the appear
ance of such an a priori combination. But if the Sadducees had 
the greatest interest in urging on the suppression of the disci
ples- of Jesus although all the plans and measures taken were 
fruitless, what could have caused this failure but the influence 
of the opposite party, that of the Pharisees ?. It must have 
been a very weighty authority which could exert so much influ
ence over the Sadducees and still their rage, who else could 
have done this but the most prominent Pharisaic leader of that 
time, the renowned Gamaliel? And yet Gamaliel does not 
seem quite fitted for the part assigned to him, or for the 
moderate and peaceful nature of the advice ascribed to him, 
when we call to mind that the most zealous persecutor of the 
Christian Church of that time, Saul, had been educated in his 
school and on his own principles. Therefore, we must also let 
alone the person of Gamaliel and reduce his celebrated advice 
to the mere opinion prevailing among the Jewish rulers at that 
time, that it might be the best way to leave the cause of 
Jesus to its fate, in the full assurance that its little im
portance would soon be made obvious.* During this period, 

* That Gamaliel could not really have spoken the words as they are put into 
his mouth by the author of the Acts, v. 35, is shown by the striking chronological 
error in the appeal to the example of Thendas, who, according to Josephus (Antiq. 
xx. 8) first appeared as a false prophet and agitator about ten years later, nnder the 
Procurator Cuspius Fadus. A s Cuspius Fadus became Procurator of Judea about 
the year 44 of the Christian Era, the revolt of Thcudas could not have occurred be
fore that time. How little does the view expressed in the words of Gamaliel, Acts 
v. 38, agree with the statement of facts as related in the whole section comprising 
Chapters iii.—v. If all these miracles were really performed, as is here said, and so 
publicly that the Sanhedrim itself could not ignore them, nor bring forward any
thing against them—if the man lame from his birth was healed by the word of the 
Apostle, and if the Apostles themselves without any human intervention, were freed 
from prison by an Angel from Heaven—how could Gamaliel as an unbiassed 
thoughtful man, resting his judgment on experience, express himself so problemati-

3 * 
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in which the disciples of Jesus were not disturbed by their 
enemies, they had time to gain fresh confidence in their 
belief in the resurrection, and to strengthen themselves by 
winning new adherents to their cause; and the best opportunity 
for doing this offered itself in Jerusalem. It cannot but be 
considered as a momentous period in the cause of Jesus when 
the disciples resolved to remain in Jerusalem. Here only could 
they assist one another by uniting all who believed in Him who 
had risen; here only did a field of action open before them, rich 
in probable results. Not without reason does the Acts of the 
Apostles date back this resolve of the disciples to the command 
given by Jesus shortly before his departure, namely, that they 

cally as he does here, and leave it to the Future to decide whether there was any
thing divine in these things ? If the miracles here related were really performed, 
so much as this must have been quite evident—that they were publicly recognized, 
.authentically witnessed matters of fact, on which no one could throw any doubt. 
For what could Gamaliel be waiting in order to give a decided opinion on the 
matter ? For fresh miracles which would not prove anything more than those 
already performed ? Or for still greater additions to the number of adherents to 
the disciples from among the people? But even*in this view everything had 
already occurred which could be expected to occur. Every discourse of the Apos
tles had been followed by the conversion of thousands—the whole people hung with 
awe and wonder on the preaching of the new faith, so that even the rulers did not 
dare to employ force for fear of being stoned. What mighty testimony to the 
popularity of the new doctrines, and to the danger to which the Sanhedrim was ex
posed, is given by the fact that the universal inclination of the people could no 
longer be withstood. If on the other hand we suppose that Gamaliel could not 
deny the miracles that had been performed, but did not consider them as divine, 
even then we cannot understand why he should express himself so weakly and un
decidedly, and vote for the cessation of any measures of interference. If the mira
cles were looked at as having been performed, but not as being divine, how could 
there be any doubt that a still worse deceit was being carried on, the investigation 
and punishment of which ought to have been a highly important duty of the Court ? 
If we conclude that the events took place, as the narrative says they did, but as we 
can scarcely think they did—the wise advice of Gamaliel fails of effect, as too 
much had already happened to allow such a matter to remain undisturbed. Either 
the testimony of truth must have been recognized, or active steps taken against 
such a palpable deceit. But the two statements which here lie before us—on one 
side the nominal facts, on the other the wise measures counselled by Gamaliel do 
not agree. Either that may really have occurred, which is said to have done so—and 
Gamaliel did not give such advice, or if he did give it, it did not hold the same re
lation to what is said to have taken place as is represented. 
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should not leave Jerusalem, but remain there till the promise of 
the Holy Spirit should be fulfilled, through whose power they 
were to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, 
even unto the ends of the earth, Acts i. 4. W e must understand 
by this gift of the Spirit the confidence and boldness with which 
the disciples *proclaimed the Gospel and endeavoured to work in 
its interest ;* and the actual results show us the internal con
nexion, founded on the nature of the case, which these two 
points bear to each other, the stay in Jerusalem, and the im
parting of the Holy Spirit which was connected with it. The 
same phenomenon which the history of the first development of 
Christianity presents to us, namely, that the larger cities, such 
as Antioch, Rome, Corinth, and Ephesus, became the first sites 
of Christianity, and the starting points of its growing activity, 
meets us also in the fact, that the first Christian Church was 
established in Jerusalem. But here we must work on a deci
dedly lower scale than that employed in the Acts of the 
Apostles, when it speaks of the conversion at one time of many 
thousands—indeed, we can scarcely accept the same number of 
hundreds. W e have a remarkable instance of how little these 
numbers are to be relied on in Acts i. 15. W e are there told 
that after the ascension of Jesus the disciples altogether num
bered a hundred and twenty. But on the other hand, the 
Apostle Paul, whose testimony has an earlier and a greater 
claim to credibility, speaks of five hundred brethren to whom 
Jesus appeared at once after his resurrection. If the small 
number be manifestly incorrect, the subsequent statement of 
much larger numbers (Acts ii. 41 , iv. 4) is no more worthy of 
credit, and we must come to the conclusion that the lesser 
number precedes the greater, in order to give a more vivid im
pression of the speedy and important growth of the Church. 
Even if we consider the persecution of Stephen, we cannot 
think of the Church at Jerusalem as so important and as con-

* Compare especially the passages, iv. 3 1 : t7rX?/<x0?7<xai> unavTiQ irvtvpaToQ 

ayiov, Kai IXakovv TOV \6yov TOV Qtov fiird irapprjoiag; also vi. 5, 10. 
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sisting of such a number of believers, as we must suppose it to 
have done if we accept all the increase to it mentioned in these 
passages of the Acts of the Apostles, ii. 41 , iv. 4, v. 14̂ , vi. 1, 7. 
From all this there is strongly impressed upon us the convic
tion that if we wish to make a proper statement of the affairs 
of this earliest period, we must not place much weight on 
isolated events and on the conclusions dependent upon them. 
This remark applies equally to the speeches contained in this 
part of the Acts of the Apostles which were delivered on 
various occasions by the Apostle Peter, and to the Christian 
Hymn, iv. 24. They may be taken as fragmentary pictures of 
the circle of action and ideas in which this first Christian 
Church moved, and as spoken evidence how the first disciples 
of Jesus sought to bring about, both in themselves and in 
others, Faith in Him, the Eisen and Ascended One, and to place 
such faith in conformity with the Jewish stand-point on which 
they stood, by associating with it those passages in the Old 
Testament which might be taken as bearing reference to the 
Messianic appearance of Jesus. But however suitably these 
passages may fit in with the historical narrative, they cannot 
make the historical agreement more apparent, and we must 
consider the relation in which they are placed to the facts 
narrated as a very accidental and capricious one. The inquiry 
we have hitherto pursued gives rise to the question, whether the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles has followed his own free 
composition or a tradition independent of it, in writing the un-
historical contents of this portion of his work. Doubtless both 
elements exist here in very close connexion. 

Taking into consideration the theatre on which the events of 
the narrative are carried on, which is the sacred circle of the 
first Christian Church, we are disposed to assign no mean share 
to tradition; but a writer like the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles, cannot deny himself the right to use even traditional 
materials in a free and independent manner. < 

So little do we here stand on firm historical ground, that 
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not being able to place any confidence in the statement with 
regard to the persecution of the Apostles and of the first 
Christian4 Church, we cannot attach any feeling of historical 
reality to the ideally related scenes, which, according to the 
Acts of the Apostles, necessarily followed—namely, the martyr 
death of Stephen and the persecution of the Christians involved 
in it. 

On the same day on which Stephen the first martyr fell as a 
victim to his energetic activity in spreading the new doctrine, 
there broke out a great persecution of the Church at Jerusalem. 
The Christians all left Jerusalem and scattered themselves in 
Judea and Samaria; only the Apostles, as is expressly stated, 
remained behind in Jerusalem, viii. 1. This may justly surprise 
us. W e should suppose that they had been selected from the rest 
for the very reason, that their dignity would not allow them to fly 
before danger and leave the appointed scene of their labours; 
although the Apostle Peter, when placed in a similar position, 
does not seem to have been of this opinion, xii. 17. However, 
it cannot be doubted that they remained behind in Jerusalem, 
where we immediately afterwards find them, viii. 11. But if 
they remained we cannot believe that they were the only ones 
who did so, but rather that the persecution first directed against 
the Hellenist Stephen was in fact carried on against the 
Hellenistic part of the Church, which, with Stephen, had placed 
itself in direct opposition to the existing Temple worship. But 
the Hebraistic part, which, with the Apostles, more closely ad
hered to it (Luke xxiv. 53, Acts iii. 1, 11, iv. 1, v. 25), were 
not so much persecuted as enemies. Had all the Christians in 
Jerusalem left the city with the sole exception of the Apostles, 
something more would certainly have been said of the return of 
the fugitives to the Church, which still continued to exist in 
Jerusalem. But the only mention of the Church is that it still 
spread wider, and founded new churches in other places. One 
of the fugitives, Philip, remained in Csesarea (viii. 40, xxi. 8), 
after he had proclaimed the Gospel in Samaria; although, as he 
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is named with Stephen as one of the seven deacons, we should 
almost have expected that he would have returned to Jerusalem 
as soon as circumstances permitted. W e must therefore sup
pose that this first persecution of the Christians brought on 
important results to the Church in Jerusalem. The two elements 
composing it, the Hellenistic and Hebraistic, closely allied, but 
allied apparently through a certain difference, now became out
wardly separated from each other. At that time the Church 
at Jerusalem was purely Hebraistic; as such it adhered closely 
to its strictly Judaizing character, and a strenuous opposition to 
the liberal Hellenistic Christianity was consequently developed. 
It would seem that the Church at Jerusalem was desirous at that 
time, in order to further its Jewish interests, to bring the Chris
tian churches which were at a distance from Jerusalem into 
closer relations of dependence on itself, that the free develop
ment of Hellenistic principles might be hindered. Another aim 
is indicated by the sending the Apostles Peter and John into 
Samaria in order to impart the Holy Spirit, by laying on of 
hands, to the Samaritans, already nominally converted and bap* 
tized by Philip. This scarcely gives a clear representation of 
the affair, as it involves the supposition that there was an out
ward gift of the Spirit accompanied by miraculous signs, be
stowed by tl\e Apostle as the immediate organ of the Holy 
Spirit. In the same manner as Peter and John were sent into 
Samaria, Peter travelled into Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, «nd 
visited the churches established there (iv. 31, xi. 1, & c ) , and 
was received in the name of the phurch at Jerusalem, and in 
the interests of its Judaistic principles; but there is nothing 
said of imparting the Holy Spirit to the newly-converted by the 
hands of the Apostles. W e might suppose that Barnabas also, 
when it was known in Jerusalem that the Christian faith was 
accepted in Antioch, made a similar journey of visitation to 
that city. But this is very doubtful. Neander himself says 
(p. 139.) : " Astonishment and mistrust seem to have 
been awakened in Jerusalem by the news that in Antioch 
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had arisen among the Gentile Christians a self-established 
church, which did not hold the ceremonial law in observance." 
But if this were the case Barnabas the Hellenist would scarcely 
have been selected for the visit to Antioch, as his liberal prin
ciples, so nearly allied to the Pauline standpoint (as was proved 
by the sequel), could not have been unknown at that time to the 
Christian Church. There is every indication that he did not 
undertake the journey to Antioch as an errand from the Church, 
for there is no trace of his being in any way dependent on the 
Church at Jerusalem. It even seems doubtful if he had been 
in Jerusalem before he went to Antioch, where his name (ix. 27), 
is associated with events which we will show can scarcely have 
happened in the manner related. Perhaps therefore, after 
the persecution which followed the death of Stephen, he had 
left Jerusalem, and at last found with Paul in Antioch the 
sphere of action which promised greater freedom to his individu
ality. The actual division between the two elements of the 
Church formerly allied together, became wider and wider, but 
did not now originate. The persecution itself shows that there 
was a previous antagonistic relation between the Hebraistic 
and Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem; but we must apparently 
seek for the first germ of the continued dissension between the 
two divisions of the Church in Jerusalem, in the facts related, 
Acts vi. 14. W e have here an account of the neglect of the 
Hellenist widows in the apportioning of the daily gifts and the 
openly declared dissatisfaction of the Hebrews. That yoyyvafibq 
of the Hellenists against the Hebrews brings us down at once 
from the ideal harmonious relations of the primitive Church to 
the sphere of the common affairs of life, and must have had 
deeper grounds in the dislike between the two parties, from 
which such disputes as these derived importance. So much was 
made of the grievance, as well as of the means that were taken 
to soothe it, that we are apparently justified in concluding that 
the Church had strengthened itself in an overwhelming manner 
from among the Hellenists, even without reckoning the selec-
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tion of the first deacons from that party. This of course enabled 
the libera! turn of thought which was exhibited by the Hellen
ists in their separation from the Hebrews, to become more de
veloped. If this selection was really made as is related, we may 
take it as a token of the spirit in which it was made, and in 
which the attendant circumstances had their foundation, that 
one of the deacons chosen in c'onsequence of this separation was 
Stephen, with whom we are now to become more intimately 
acquainted. 



CHAPTER I I . 

STEPHEN THE PREDECESSOR OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

According to the Acts of the Apostles the first disciples of 
Jesus adhered as nearly as possible to the Jewish religion and to 
the national worship. The only thing that divided them from the 
rest of the Jews was the conviction at which they had arrived, 
that the promised Messiah had appeared in Jesus of Nazareth. 
They saw nothing antagonistic to their national consciousness 
in this belief in Jesus as the Messiah. And yet this simple 
undeveloped belief contained, on the Jewish side of its con
sciousness, an element of discord which necessarily widened the 
division between Judaism and Christianity. That this antago
nism of Christianity to Judaism was first expressed by Stephen 
in a manner which showed he had attained a clearer conscious
ness, is perfectly evident by the fact of the persecution to which 
he fell a sacrifice; but there is more doubt attendant on the 
statement made in the Acts of the Apostles as to the form in 
which he first gave his decided expression of this antagonism. 
He must have had disputes with the different Hellenistic com
munities in Jerusalem, to whom he had doubtless turned with 
especial confidence that they, as Hellenists, would have un
derstood the views and principles which he considered as the 
essence of his Christian faith. The accusation against him was 
made only by false witnesses, according to whom he had ex
pressed himself in an irreligious manner against the Jewish 
Temple worship and the Mosaic law, and had proclaimed the im
pending destruction of the Mosaic religion through the teachings 
of Jesus of Nazareth. What was true and what false in this accu
sation the Acts of the Apostles does not say; whether founded 
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or unfounded is left to be deduced from Stephen's speech 
in his own defence. If this speech be the work of Stephen 
himself, it is incontestably one of the most important docu
ments of that period, and we. must accordingly refer to it as 
such; but a strict inquiry is first necessary, and to this end the 
contents of the speech itself must be examined, as the latest 
interpreters, instead of penetrating into its argument and in
ternal arrangement, find in it a disconnected variety of mean
ings. The greatest obstacle to our acceptance of this speech 
arises from the fact that Stephen takes so little notice of the 
special accusation against which he is defending himself; he 
only takes up the affair as regards his own person from a general 
point of view, and from this point he and his affairs are through
out considered. The contents of the speech divide themselves 
into two parts running parallel to one another; on one side are 
enumerated the favours which from the earliest times God be
stowed on His people, whilst on the other the behaviour of the 
people towards God is set forth. Hence arises the prevailing 
idea of the speech. 

As the favours which God from the beginning bestowed 
on the people were great and extraordinary, so also from the 
beginning the attitude of the people towards the Divine will 
was unthankful and contradictory; so that where a tho
roughly harmonious relation ought to have subsisted, the 
greatest antagonism prevailed, and in the same proportion in 
which God on the one 'hand had done everything to draw the 
people to Him and raise them to Himself, the people had 
turned away from God. Whilst the speaker takes up the rela
tion of the people to God from this general point of view, it 
becomes clear how his own affairs are involved in i t; but the 
relation itself appears as the special and particular point of 
the speech. Stephen was accused of having spoken irreve
rently, not only against the Mosaic law, but also against the 
Temple. In evident reference to this accusation, the Temple 
is a main subject of the course taken by the speech. The 
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Temple is the ultimate goal to which the promises tend, 
the most concrete point of their fulfilment. And in the 
Temple also, on account of the contrast in which God and the 
people are placed in this speech, the spirit which from the 
beginning had been peculiar to the people, would necessarily 
manifest itself. As the speaker takes refuge in the general 
relation of the people to God, from the accusation brought 
against him, or rather from the feeling which the people tes
tified by this accusation against him and the Divine cause 
which he advocated, the historical tone of the speech seems 
necessary by the nature of the case. The speaker goes back 
to the earliest times in order to enrol the position in which 
he himself was placed among the great series of wonderful 
occurrences which comprise the contents of the history of the 
Jewish people. These epochs, which are. scattered through 
the Jewish history, form the most important features of the 
speech. 

The first part of the speech treats of the period of Abraham, 
up to the time when the people had formed themselves into a 
nation in Egypt, and when Moses had led them out into free
dom. During this first period, the goodness of God to the 
people manifested itself in its highest form, inasmuch as the 
promises given by God to his chosen Abraham were not con
fined to him alone, but extended to his descendants, and the 
people who should proceed from them. And for the people's 
sake he was obliged to leave his home and kindred, and wander 
in the land where his people once dwelt, but where he himself 
should not possess land enough on which to set his foot. The 
land was promised to the people; and, although Abraham at 
that time had no child, it was all assigned to his descendants, 
vii. 5. 

The destiny of the people was then foretold, and it was 
announced as the highest point of the promises that they 
should serve God in the place where now the Temple stood. 
A token was given, that all the promises to Abraham should be 
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fulfilled for his descendants. This token was Circumcision, and 

by it all the descendants of Abraham, directly after their birth, 

were to assert their full claim to the promises given to him. 

Next, after all had been arranged with regard to posterity 

(ovTog, viii. 8) , this was treated in detail, beginning with Isaac. 

How little share the patriarchs themselves had in the land of 

promise, according to the spirit of the divine promises, can be 

seen in the history of Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, and 

then in that of the rest of the patriarchs who followed him 

there, after suffering the most extreme want in the land of 

promise. Little as they had enjoyed the promised land during 

their lifetime, after their death it became evident how sparingly 

the promise had been fulfilled towards them. After their death 

in E^ypt, their bones were indeed brought back to Palestine, 

and buried in the burial place of Abraham ; but even then 

Abraham had been obliged to get this burial place into his 

possession by paying a certain sum of money; and after all it 

did not lie even in the actual promised land, but only in Sichem, 

in the country of the Samaritans so hated by the Jews. Thus, 

even in death, they were not allowed to rest in peace in the 

land of promise. 

The second part of the speech includes the period extending 

from the residence of the people in Egypt and the Exodus of 

Moses, to the times of David and Solomon. During the time 

treated of in the first part of the speech, the people did not 

exist as a nation; therefore the subject-matter relates to what 

God resolved to do for the nation about to be formed. Of 

course there could be then no question of the relation of the 

nation to God; but so much the more is this relation insisted on 

in the second part of the speech. For in the beginning of the 

second period, which the second part of the speech omits, the 

descendants of the patriarchs had formed themselves into a great 

nation; and as soon as this was done, God let nothing be wanting 

to bring about the fulfilment of the long promised blessing. 

But now how did the people behave? First of all, they 
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showed themselves incapable of understanding the great deed 

performed by Moses—who had been so wonderfully preserved 

for his great work, and so carefully educated for it, vii. 25. 

Next in one special instance they broke out into open oppo

sition against him, vii. 27. For these reasons Moses was 

obliged to flee from his brethren in Egypt. Notwithstanding 

this, God, through him, afterwards carried out the appointed 

work of leading the people out of Egypt, by sending Moses, 

who had been rejected by his brethren, as their leader and 

deliverer to Egypt, from whence he led them out with signs 

and wonders. But against this Moses, from whom the people 

received the promise of a prophet like unto himself—this 

Moses who, in the solemn assembly at Sinai, was the mediator 

between the people and God (or the angel who spoke with him 

in the place of God), and who received there the law as " lively 

oracles,''—against this man the people committed an act of dis

obedience by which they turned again to Egypt in an idolatrous 

sense, and even forced Aaron to make for them a golden calf, 

as a symbol of the ancient, honoured gods of Egypt; and not 

content even with this one worship, they fell into all kinds of 

idolatry. Yet God did not on this account delay the fulfilment 

of what he had once promised. The ancient words of promise: 

Xarpevaoval fioi iv TOTTC? roury, 7, had not been fulfilled. 

The (TKtivrj TOV papTvplov (whose idolatrous antitype was the 

(TKrivfj of Moloch, vii. 43, the typical idea being carried out by 

the speaker in the commencement of vii. 44), which accompanied 

the Israelites in a tabernacle through the wilderness, and was 

brought by them into the promised land—remained in the same 

form until the time of David. To realize the word of promise 

in this respect was reserved for the third period. 

This third period, to which the third part of the speech 

refers, comprehends the age of David and Solomon. Instead 

of the moveable tabernacle carried from place to place, David 

and Solomon established the Temple at Jerusalem, as an estab

lished site with which the worship of God should be permanently 
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connected. But now the godless and carnal temper of the 
people manifested itself more openly, for they changed the 
general aspect of their religion with the change of the place 
where they worshipped. Now that they possessed a regular 
Temple, their religion took the form of a Levitical worship con
nected with the Temple, and consisting of a formalism composed 
of outward rites and ceremonies. What did the Prophets who 
appeared after this time contend for, if not for a spiritual wor
ship of God ? What else was the cause of the suffering and 
persecutions which they underwent—of the martyr deaths which 
so many of them died, as forerunners of the coming Messiah, 
except this constant struggle against the merely external worship 
of the people, which was altogether opposed to the adoration of 
God in spirit and in truth ? 

This last portion of the speech is undoubtedly conceived 
according to this view, and in it the speaker depicts the images 
that pass before his mind in a few striking words, and it is 
elearly evident how this conclusion of the speech is in agreement 
with its design as a whole, as well as with the apologetic aim 
of the speaker. This point appears to me to need a more exact 
inquiry. 

If we look at the conclusion of the speech in the usual manner, 
the question may arise whether the speaker meant that the ex
clusive tendency of the people towards the outward and cere
monial, developed in the existing Temple worship, was to be con
sidered as a fresh token of their perversity, or whether he did 
not intend to point out that the building of the Temple itself was 
to be looked at from this point of view. The question is by no 
means answered by the fact that it is said of David, after he 
had craved permission from God to build a " dwelling for the 
God of Jacob "—that " he found favour before God." These 
words only mean that David laid this entreaty before God in 
the full confidence of possessing the grace of God which had 
been vouchsafed to him; but that the entreaty itself was the 
subject of divine favour there is no record whatever: Neither 
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must we omit to mention that it said of David, his wish was 

tvpuv <JKi)vwfia T«J» Oetiji 'Iafcu>j39 but the building of a special 

oiKog is ascribed to Solomon of whom nothing is predicated. 

Is not a disapproving sentence passed on the building of the 

Temple itself—in so far as it confined to a settled, narrow spot 

the worship of that God, whose sphere is the great free Uni

verse—the natural Temple of God? This sentence being 

implied by the direct contrast presented to the statement 

2oXo/i(ov Si q!jco§OFC7?<r£v aitrq> OIKOV, immediately after the words, 

" Albeit the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with 

hands—as saith the Prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is 

my footstool, what house will ye build me? saith the Lord, or 

where is the place of my rest ? Hath not my hand made all 

these things ? " The external, sensuous, ceremonial worship 

of the Jews may not have been the necessary consequence of 

the building of the Temple, yet the speaker considers it from 

this point of view—and that he really does so consider it is 

clear from the contrast which he draws, not only in the two 

passages, vii. 46 and 47—but also in what he says of the " taber

nacle of witness/' vii. 44. For why should it have been 

here said that the "tabernacle of witness" was possessed 

by the fathers in the wilderness in the form in which Moses 

had been ordered to make it, u after the fashion he had 

seen," by the Being who spoke with him—God, or the 

angel standing in the place of God, if it had not been 

mentioned with the view of calling attention to the great 

difference between the Ideal and the Real, and at the same time 

to the difference between a spiritual and sensuous worship of 

God ? According to the opinion of the speaker as here indi

cated, the " tabernacle of witness," free, moveable, wandering 

from place to place, bound to no particular spot, and therefore 

keeping the worship connected with it in constant motion,, 

fulfilled much better the aim of a spiritual service of God, than 

the massive, stationary Temple, with its stern fixed worship—in 

which the real, external, material phenomena were so much the 

4 
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more predominant, because they were no longer kept down and 
penetrated by the invisible Ideal—the Heavenly "Form" which 
Moses had seen. David also keeps nearer and more faithfully 
to this Ideal in the aicrivrj TOV fiaprvpiov, inasmuch as with him 
the question is of a <TKr\vwpa that he wishes to put in the place 
of the CKTJVI), and it was Solomon, whose reign was marked 
by so different a tendency, who really " built a house" for God. 
If this (as cannot be doubted) is the real and exact sense, 
which the speaker intended to express in the last part of his 
speech, we must not understand the former words of promise 
XaTptvaovai jiot Iv TOTTI$ TovTtg as referring immediately and 
exclusively to the Temple. The meaning which the speaker 
intended to give these words in the conclusion of his speech 
can only be this, " If we are by this place, to understand the 
Temple only, it must be in accordance with that external and 
sensuous turn of thought which lying at the root of the Temple 
worship, gives rise to the perversity of the prevailing form 
of worship, and maintains that God can be worshipped in 
no other place than in a temple raised to Him by the hands 
of men." In this way the speech answers sufficiently the 
apologetic aim of the speaker—although it partakes so little 
of the outward form of a defence. If, as had been alleged, 
the speaker had reviled the holy place, he had of course pro
tested against the outward ceremonial worship to which at that 
time the true essence of religion was perverted; and his protesta
tion proceeded from the same interest in the true spiritual 
worship of God which had animated the prophets. This, then, 
was what the speaker had to urge in his own defence; but he 
cannot have concealed from himself that it was such a defence 
as must force him to resign all expectations of inducing his 
judges to acknowledge the justice of his cause. The futility 
of such a defence is manifest from the beginning. Whilst the 
speaker addresses himself to the task of contrasting the good
ness and grace of God towards the people, with the behaviour of 
the people towards God, he shows by the same means through 
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which he places the greatness of the Divine goodness and grace 
in the fairest light, that the perversity of the people is through
out exhibited in its depth, considering the promises which even 
before the actual establishment of the nation, could belong to 
no other people. He shows how ingratitude and disobe
dience, with that overwhelming bias towards materialism 
which the people had always manifested, must really have been 
their truest and most characteristic nature, because from the 
beginning—from the first moment in which they began to be 
a nation—they showed no other inclination. But what is so 
deeply rooted in the inmost being of an individual or of a 
nation, must be looked on as an innate and natural passion, and 
must at some time or other, and in some manner, show itself 
outwardly; is an invincible tendency against which it is use
less trouble to struggle. This recurring idea of the speaker 
is the reason, that from the beginning of his sketch, a parallel is 
visible between the earlier and later times, and Moses is repre
sented as a type of what afterwards was fulfilled by Christ. 
Moses appears as a deliverer (XvrpojTrjs, vii. 35), the people also 
receive from him the words of life (Xoyia £wvra, vii. 38) out of 
his mouth comes the promise; (7r/t>o0i}rijv ipXv avaarriau Kvpioc 
6 OBOQ IK TWV a$t\<t>wv vfiuv, cj>c ific, vii» 37). How then can we 
wonder that this prophet like unto Moses, had to endure what 
Moses endured, only in a greater degree, owing to the more con
firmed perversity and opposition to the Divine Will that charac
terized his time ? How can we wonder that if the prophets— 
the foretellers of the Coming One—were persecuted and slain, 
that the Righteous One when He came, also found betrayers and 
murderers ? How wonder that the same fate overtook all those 
who sought to labour in the same spirit ? With such accusers 
and judges the speaker could not expect any better result from 
his defence. The people must have been false to their inmost 
nature if they had not sacrificed him to their own want of com
prehension of a spiritual worship of God, and the hatred of it pro
ceeding from the want. Therefore the suppressed feeling of the 

4 * 
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speaker, hitherto restrained* by the facts of history to an in
direct statement of the chief idea of the speech, breaks out at 
at its close without further moderation or forbearance in the 
words ; atcXtipOTpax^Xoi KOI airiplTjxt\Toi rrj KapSny KOI rotg a»cnv 
vfittg asi T$ irvsifiaTi rt$ ayivji airrnrforrcTC, wg oi waripe^ ifiiov 
Kal ifuig. Tlva TWV TpoQrfr&v, & C . GITIVBQ IXdfisrz TOV voftov elg 
SiaTayag dyylXwv Kal OVK l<j>vXdJ£aTe, vii. 51 . This it was, there
fore, that the speaker had at heart from the beginning, and 
now first uttered freely and openly. The accusation brought 
against him of irreligion in regard to the i w o c ay tog and vopog, 
and the sentence of condemnation pronounced thereby on the 
Christian faith, fell back on his accusers and judges, but his 
own fate was at the same time decided. The question which 
some interpreters have raised as to the conclusion of the 
speech, and which is commonly answered in the affirmative, 
bears with it its own answer. The question is, whether 
Stephen was interrupted by his hearers or not; whether, 
therefore, his speech was or was not really finished? Of 
course it was interrupted, inasmuch as his passionate words 
must have provoked his hearers to a point, at which there 
could be no further question of giving any longer hearing to a 
continuation of the speech, but it was not interrupted in one 
sense—as he had in reality said all that he had to say. What 
could he have added that would have furthered the whole plan 
and development of his speech ? He had laid bare to their 
deepest root the impure motives that lay at the foundation of 
the accusation raised against him—he had kept back nothing 
that could have been said directly or indirectly about the charac
teristics of his enemies—he had carried on his speech to a 
point from which the chief reproach which had been made 
against him about the Toirog ayiog had received an exhaustive 
examination, and of what use could any further continuation 
of his speech have been ? 

That he did not intend to say anything more about the time 
of the prophets, is shown by the comprehensive summary in 
which (vii, 49 and 52,) he includes this period in a grand whole; 
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he had already gone over this period, and could not well refer 
to it again. It may be thought that he had something further 
to say with regard to the reproach made against him with 
reference to the Mosaic law. But that'is scarcely likely. The 
high respect with which he spoke of Moses would defend him 
from this part of the accusation, as would also the manner in 
which he treats of the giving of the Law from Mount Sinai— 
of the law itself, as " lively oracles "—as well as his recognition 
of the Divine origin and spiritual contents of the Mosaic law, 
and the manner in which with regard to the reproach of the 
TOTTOC ayiog he gives a turn to the matter which throws the 
accusation back on his enemies. This he does also with the 
other reproach concerning the v6fiog9 as is shown in the con
cluding words : iXafiere TOV vofxov tig Siarayqg dyy(Xu>v, KCU OVK 
tyvXatiare. But could he not have pursued this oi fyXarruv 
still further ? But this ov ^vXarruv TOV VO/ULOV is sufficiently 
explained by what he had already said in the former part of 
the speech regarding the disobedience of the people towards 
Moses, and their constant tendency towards idolatry. From 
whatever side we look at this matter, we find that the aim of 
the speaker was attained, and the carrying out of the main 

•idea of the speech fulfilled. And even if the natural end of 
the speech had not been reached at the point where we find 
it ended, we must remember how flat and superfluous any
thing that the speaker might have had to urge in his own 
defence would necessarily have appeared, after so emphatic and 
energetic an apostrophe. 

The more remarkable in contents and form this speech un
deniably appears according to the foregoing analysis, the more it 
seems to be the work of a man possessing such a mind as that 
of Stephen, whose superiority in mind and wisdom had already 
been expressly stated by the author, vi. 10. If, on the con
trary, we conclude that a speech so thorough-going, so com
pactly arranged in design and execution, cannot be supposed 
to have been unpremeditated, as this necessarily must have 
been, we may still say that by a speaker who had long had 
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these ideas in his mind, and had brought them into this close 
connection by close familiarity with them, no great difficulty 
in delivering the speech would be felt, and less still because 
the historical form which the speech takes would make an 
unpremeditated one very easy. W e must also remember how 
exactly the speech replies to the charge brought against 
Stephen. How telling and striking is all that is said in 
answer to the charge, how deeply the speaker goes into the 
matter he handles, in order to reach the deepest root of those 
motives of his enemies which prompted the accusation. 

On the other hand there is so very much to be said for the 
contrary view, that it is impossible to suppose that we have 
here the speech of Stephen himself in its original form. This 
speech, which so well answered its purpose of refuting the 
charge of the opposite party in the most complete and humi
liating manner, and tracing it back to the furthest point of its 
futility, is, for this very reason so constructed, that the speaker 
could hope to effect nothing in the interests of his own per
sonal defence. It may never have entered into his mind for 
a moment that his sentence could not fail to be in accordance 
with such a decided provocation on his part; for Stephen did 
not belong to that class of men who think more of their own 
personal interests than of the universal cause of truth. Further 
reflection will show us the improbability, that his enemies, 
angry and irritated as they were, still manifested so much for
bearance and patience as to listen to a defence of such length, 
and deferred the outbreak of their passion until the speaker 
had completely attained the aim which he had proposed to 
himself. Does it not seem probable that it was the interest 
of the author to find what he thought a fitting place for a 
speech containing such matters as this/ when we'see it repre
sented that in the outbreak which followed directly the speaker 
had concluded the idea of his speech, the hearers first appear 
to exhibit an angry suspicion, that they had been listening so 
long in deceived expectation of something else, and listening 
also to views exactly contradictory to their own ? This was 
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also the case with the Apostle Paul's speech at Athens. But 
the circumstances under which Stephen delivered this speech 
must be taken into consideration on this head. His affair must 
have been placed under the notice of the Sanhedrim, and if the 
stoning immediately followed the speech, it must be looked 
upon as a sentence of death carried out at the command of 
the Sanhedrim, or at least with its connivance. Now, it is 
well known that the Sanhedrim could not pass a capital sen
tence without the sanction of the Roman Governor. But there 
is nothing said of the concurrence of the Roman Governor in 
this capital sentence, and there is no fact stated which neces
sarily would lead us to suppose that the carrying out of the 
sentence followed so immediately on the occurrences that took 
place before the Sanhedrim that nothing could have happened 
in the interval. It is generally maintained in view of this 
deviation from the legally established rule, that the stoning 
of Stephen could not have taken place before the year 36, as 
in that year Pilate, under whom it is thought that the Sanhe
drim would not have been permitted to carry out such an 
independent proceeding, was recalled from the Procuratorship of 
Judea. It is therefore supposed by some that the most correct 
date for the sentence on Stephen is in the interval before the 
successor of Pilate, the new Procurator Marcellus, arrived, and 
when L . YiteUius the Proconsul of Syria, who came to Jeru
salem in the year 37, was very favourable to the heads of the 
Jewish nation.* Others, as Neander, Olshausen, and Meyer, 
think that they can settle the difficulty which exists with 
reference to the relation of the Sanhedrim to the Roman 
Governor by the remark, that the whole of the proceedings 
against Stephen were of a very " tumultuous" character. 
" Perhaps," says Olshausen, " the Sanhedrim, obliged to avoid 
a collision with the Roman magistrates, passed no formal sen-
tence of condemnation; but connived at its execution, which 
was carried out by some fanatics." But in this case also the 
whole blame of the responsibility must be laid on the Sanhe-

* Jos. " Antiq." xviii. 6, 7. 
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drim. And what idea can we form of this supreme spiritual 
tribunal, when, notwithstanding that it had not much to fear 
from the Romans with regard to the legal form, it allowed such 
an outburst of fury to take place under the eyes of the Sanhe
drim itself, even through the actual co-operation of some of its 
members (vi. 15. vii. 54, 57:) before it was possible that a legal 
sentence could have been passed; and that such a sentence was 
never, passed we must assume as certain. What natural con
nexion is there between the following facts: that Stephen was 
dragged before the Sanhedrim from a street riot, then dragged 
away again in a riotous manner to be stoned to death outside 
the city—and that these enraged enemies of his showed so much 
gentleness and forbearance that they could listen to a speech of 
such length and of such purport between these two outbursts of 
fury ? That Stephen was seized and stoned in a tumultuous 
insurrection is indisputably the best-established fact with which 
we have to deal. Does it not seem, taking into consideration 
the difficulties that we have above stated, that the more riotous 
the whole proceeding against Stephen must have been, the 
more improbable is it that in this case there was any transac
tion at all before the Sanhedrim ? If we dismiss all idea of 
the scene before the Sanhedrim, how natural and simple do all 
the occurrences appear! Stephen^then fell a sacrifice to a sud
denly aroused popular tumult caused by his energetic public 
teachings; and although the speech which he is said to have 
delivered may have so well suited his individual character, and 
have been so correctly stamped with his declared religious 
views; although it so well fulfilled the conditions needed by 
the author of the Acts of the Apostles in order to complete 
his statement; still what is there to prevent the supposition 
that it is nevertheless the work of the historian himself? That 
he does not consider himself as overstepping the bounds of his 

• license as a historian by putting speeches into the mouths of 
persons treated of in his history is shown by many other similar 
instances in the Acts of the Apostles. If he considered this as 
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part of his historical task, "why should be not in this place have 

represented a man who appeared so prominently in the history 

of that period, who drew so much attention to himself by 

the religious opinions which he defended, and by the fate 

which he underwent, as allowed to speak for himsfelf ? How 

could this aim have been better advanced, than by a speech 

publicly delivered before a court, in which the affair ought pro

perly to have been arranged ?- How such a proceeding would 

have been received by the Sanhedrim, considering the circum

stances immediately preceding it, is very little taken into 

consideration by an author who looked at relations and occur

rences from a distance. This opinion forces itself on us if we 

endeavour to form a purely historical idea of the progress of 

the affair and we are not then surprised to find that the author 

brings the matter before the Sanhedrim. But, as it seems to 

me, this leads us on to another point of view. *Il is clear that 

in the dying Stephen is reflected the image of the dying 

Saviour. A s Jesus died with the prayer, that the sins of his 

. enemies might be forgiven, so the last words of the dying 

Stephen are: Kvpie fifj aTi)<Tr\g avrotg TTJI; a/xapriav ravrriv. And 

as Jesus yielded up his spirit to the Father, so did Stephen 

to the Lord Jesus.* 

To this constantly recurring parallel drawn by the author be

tween the first martyr and the dying Saviour must be ascribed 

the fact that the scene in reference to Stephen is laid before the 

Sanhedrim. As the Saviour raised himself to the glory of the 

Father through a similar death, so the radiant, divine light 

streaming on him from the throne of God, must also shine on 

the first of the martyrs who followed him. Therefore, not only 

in that solemn moment which glorified him in his imitation of 

* It is worthy of remark that both these expressions of Jesus adopted by Stephen, 
are only fonnd in the Gospel of Luke, xxiii. 24 , 36. The three other Evangelists 
certainly do not give them. It is natnral that the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
should adhere closely to the Gospel of Luke, but is it as natural that Stephen should 
have so exactly confined himself to these expressions of Jesus, which are found in 
Luke's Gospel ? 
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Jesus, when he saw the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God," ready to receive him,* but 
e v e D before the scene in the Court of the Sanhedrim, his judges 
saw " his face shine as though it had been the face of an angel." 
What can be more reasonable than to think that this parallel 
with Jesus, which is here so evidently intentional, was intended 
also to be visible in the statement of what occurred previous to 
the stoning. This is rendered still more clearly evident by 
another fact implied by it, namely, that the charge against 
Stephen was only a repetition of that already made against 
Jesus, that he had said: Svvafiai KaraXvaai TOV vabv TOV 6eov, 
Matthew xxvi. 61, Mark xiv. 58, with the addition TOVTOV TOV 

X*ipoirolriTov.9 That Stephen's attack on the existing temple 
worship was the cause of the outbreak of fury against him to 
which he fell a victim cannot be doubted. And as false wit* 
nesses were brought against Jesus with the same charge (Mat
thew xxvi. 60, &c.) false witnesses must not be wanting in this 
case (although there ,is very little said with reference to the 
falsity of their testimony), and as the condemnation of Jesus 
took place before the Sanhedrim, so the same conditions must 

* A modern critic only could here add the question, " How Stephen could have 
seen the Heavens opened in the room in which doubtless the sitting of the Sanhe
drim was held V* Meyer answers the question as follows : " The Heavens may 
have been visible to him through the windows of the session chamber.* Neandep' 
and Olshausen in regard to this difficulty, adopt without hesitation the theory (which 
is also advanced by Meyer) of an ecstasy, a prophetic spiritual gift of seeing, 
possessed by Stephen, and taking the form of a symbolical vision, so that by only 
looking at the Heavens they seemed to open before his eyes. How paltry and arbi
trary do interpretations become when they try to account for things which (in them
selves really unimportant) ought to be carefully sifted if a purely historical state
ment is in question ! W e may dismiss Meyer's looking from the window, and also 
the mere hypothesis of the ecstasy, and take for granted that what the author re
presents as having been seen, really had existence only in his own eyes at the mo
ment of writing. W e may take the perfectly analogous example, vi. 15, artvioavTiQ 
tic ahrbv iravTtq 01 KaOt^ofitvoi kv T<£ avpiSpitp tliov TO irpoouirov avrov wati 
icpoouirov ayyiXov. It is said that Stephen was so glorified that men thought they 
saw an angel in him. This view of Stephen can certainly only have been taken by 
his friends and adherents—it is perfectly clear that there is here only related the 
subjective Christian side of an objective phenomenon, which involuntarily attracted 
the notice of the opposite party. 
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be fulfilled in this case. In short, everything in the whole mat
ter must be exactly similar. People, priests, scribes, elders, 
and the whole Sanhedrim must be set in motion. Acts vi. 12, 
vii. 1, and Matthew xxvi. 57—59. 

Notwithstanding all this it cannot be doubted that the at
tack of Stephen on the Jewish national worship, was the cause 
of the outbreak of violent anger to which he fell a victim. 
Even if the author of the Acts of the Apostles means to indicate 
that the accusation brought against Stephen was the result of 
false testimony, the parallel charge brought against Jesus can
not be held as completely false. What was false in the testi
mony of the false witnesses may only have referred to the form 
in which they brought forward the real accusation—perhaps in 
the special mention of the Temple, whose destined destruction 
(particularly as it really followed) was the pregnant and concrete 
expression of all that opposed the existing national worship, and 
could only be supposed to proceed from an inimical Gentile 
feeling. Judging by the accusation, which was the same 
already made against Jesus, the Jews had undoubtedly con
ceived a real dread of the great change which their religion 
would undergo through Christianity. That the essence of true 
religion did not consist in outward ceremonials, connected with 
a temple service confined to an appointed spot, was the one 
great idea, through which, at that time, Judaism saw itself 
superseded by Christianity. This inevitable rending asunder 
of Christianity from Judaism, whereby Judaism would be ren
dered negative as an absolute religion, and by which its final 
extinction was threatened, had been realized by Stephen; the 
high, liberal standpoint which he assumed, fostered in him the 
energetic zeal with which he laboured in the cause of Jesus—and 
in proportion to this was the opposition more earnest, which he 
drew down on himself. 

This spirit of Christianity, asserting itself all at once in its 
full power and importance in Stephen, is an astonishing 
phenomenon, as wo are accustomed to sec him take a very 



60 STEPHEN THE PREDECESSOR OF [PART I. 

subordinate standpoint with regard to the Apostles. But in this 
affair there is no mention made of the Apostles—it is Stephen 
alone who wages this fresh battle against the enemy—and whilst 
he considers the temple worship with all its outward forms as 
something already antiquated and dying out of itself—the 
Apostles always remain immoveably true to their old adherence 
to the Temple. Although this relation of Stephen to his im
mediate surroundings places him in so high a position, we 
must consider also the more extended spiritual connection in 
which he stands. The establishment of a Hellenistic Church in 
Judea, and the bordering countries, viii. 1—4, ix. 31, xv. 3, is 
due to that persecution whose cause and victim he was; but 
Hellenists scattered in many other distant places, becoming 
more and more independent of the cramping connection with 
the Mother Church at Jerusalem, took the important step of 
preaching the Gospel not exclusively to the Jews, but to the 
Gentiles also. Even in these places, the first impulse may have 
been* received from the same Hellenistic circle of ideas in 
which Stephen worked; for as soon as men felt, what had been 
so clear to Stephen, that they were no- longer bound to the old 
cramping forms of Judaism, they also saw that the dividing 
boundaries between Jew and Gentile could no longer be con
sidered as absolutely necessary. Stephen and Paul, whom we 
are accustomed to place in the most complete opposition to each 
other on account of the martyr death of the former, here 
stand forth in close resemblance. The most violent persecutor 
of Stephen, and of the Hellenists who shared his opinions, soon 
after entered on the uew path of Christianity, first trodden by 
Stophen, and certainly the powerful impression which the idea 
of Christian consciousness first excited by Stephen made on 
Saul, who so suddenly became Paul, must explain the fact that 
from the first moment of the change that took place in him, 
both these things appear in such close connection—his conver
sion to Christianity, and his appointment to the apostolic office 
among the heathen, Gal. i. 15 ,16 . Because in Stephen, wboni he 
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had persecuted, he had seen what was meant by that change so 
unbearable to a Jew, a change which set aside the Jewish 
monopoly of religion, and substituted for it a universal system, in 
which Jew and Gentile stood equal side by side, he could now 
in this transition state of his consciousness without any further 
mediation, adopt the exact opposite of all that he had hitherto 
clung to in the true Jewish interests. If we take the ideas 
contained in the speech of Stephen as indisputably his own, we 
may easily perceive a still closer connection between Paul and 
Stephen. If we are not quite entitled to do this, we cannot 
but think that in the direction taken by the speech the histori
cal basis was laid, from which the original ideas of Pauline 
Christianity began to be developed by Stephen, who, in this 
case, was the forerunner of the Apostle Paul. The Jews, who 
had become believers, could have had nothing more bitter to ex
perience than the knowledge that the Messiah had been rejected 
by the nation for whom he had been especially destined. This 
could be explained only by the analogous fate of the prophets, 
and by the feeling and character of the people, which was 
shown to be the same now as it had been in all the past ages of 
their history. If we infer that the motive of the Messianic sal
vation for the Gentiles is to be sought in the rejectiou of the 
Messiah by the Jewish people, after such repeated instances of 
their disobedience, xiii. 1 7 ; such a result of the religious his
tory of the Jews, affording so striking a contrast to the lofty ideas 
of the Jews as to the distinctive favour of God towards their 
nation, induces a deeper reflection as to the cause of this not 
lying merely in the character of the people, but also in the pecu
liar nature of the aspect of the Old Testament religion, in the 
essence of the law, in the subjective if not in the objective im
possibility of attaining salvation by the law. If, as we may 
after all assume, there had already taken place in Stephen a 
breach between his religious consciousness and the Mosaic Law, 
there was undoubtedly also awakened in him a desire to bring 
about a relation between the Law and tho Gospel—at least in so 
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far that he made the progress of the history of the Old Testa

ment religion the subject of the intention that lies at the root 

of the speech ascribed to him. W e are accordingly justified, as 

far as regards the historical position he fills, and in view of the 

inner process by which the development of his Christian con

sciousness was carried on, in recognizing him as the most direct 

forerunner of the Apostle Paul.* 

* Schneckenburger, "Ueber den Zweck der Apg.," p. 184, says that this speech of 
Stephen's has for its main idea a preparation for the one with which Luke makes 
Paul conclude the Acts of the Apostles, xxviii. 25. The state of the case could not 
have been put more emphatically than was done by Stephen, that the Jews in general, 
and in their entire peculiar individuality, were not capable of receiving the Messianic 
salvation. This concluding thought of the speech is the real point aimed at, to which 
all the other ideas lead up. There is patent in the speech of Stephen a general 
sentence on the Jews on account of their acknowledged bearing towards the Gospel 
as it is described in the Acts of the Apostles ; and we may say that in this general 
sense the sentence can only have been so decidedly pronounced as the result of the 
facts of a later time. We may here also see a further proof of the unhistorical 
character of the speech. The historical importance which Stephen must have 
possessed cannot on the other hand be understood except by placing this thought 
at the foundation of the collision between him and the Jews. Stephen's historical 
importance lies in his being the predecessor of Paul. How is it then explained, that 
in the writings of Paul himself tfcere is not the slightest mention of such a prede
cessor ? The answer can only be found in the breach with Judaism, which was his 
conversion, in the originality of his religious ideas—the directness of his manifestation 
of his belief, Galatians i. 16. These of themselves exclude the idea of any 
preparatory means for his adoption of Christianity. 
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THE CONVERSION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

O N the road to Damascus, whither Saul, breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter, was pursuing the Hellenists who 
had been scattered abroad by the fierce persecution raging 
in Jerusalem, occurred that great change which so completely 
transformed him. W e possess three accounts of this occur
rence which made such an important epoch in the life of the 
Apostle; the principal one in Acts ix. 1—25, and two others, 
Acts xxii. 1—12, and xxvi. 9—20. It is a disputed point 
-whether we are to believe the account given by the author 
in the first of these passages, or the narrative of the Apostle 
himself in the two others. W e are not justified in ascribing 
a strictly authentic character to the statement in the Acts 
of the Apostles; it is only from the author that we get this 
account, and an author too, who, as we have seen by his 
report of the speech of Stephen, knows well how to use his 
literary license. But if we grant, as Neander does, that the 
difference in the three accounts may be founded on a want of 
accuracy and detail in the speeches of Paul, we may reject the 
Pauline authenticity of these speeches on the same ground for 
we cannot tell how far this want of accuracy goes, nor whether 
this or that detail is to be omitted. The comparison of the 
three accounts shows several discrepancies. The most worthy' 
of remark is that in ix. 7. The companions of Paul are made 
to hear the voice that spoke to him, but in xxii. 9, they do 
not hear it. It is generally thought that this difference is very 
easily accounted for by the supposition that the companions 
really did hear a sound—that of the thunder which accom
panied the phenomenon, but not the articulate words which 
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were spoken to Paul. But how unsatisfactory this is, when 
there is nothing said of any other (pujvri except the <p(ovrj TOV 
XaXovvrog, whilst it is expressly stated on the' one hand that 
the voice that spoke to Paul was heard likewise by his com
panions, and on the other hand that it was not.* 

That in the first account, ix. 7, the companions " saw no 
man," but in the two others, xxii. 9, xxvi. 16, they saw as Paul 
did a " shining light" is of course (as the appearance of the 
light is mentioned in the first passage as an objective matter of 
fact) just as slight a contradiction, as the statement which is 
made in the last passage that the voice spoke in the Hebrew 
tongue. More striking than these instances is it, that ac
cording to the first account the companions of Paul remained 
standing, but according to the third they fell down with Paul, 
whilst the second has only the vague expression I/x0o/3ot 
lyivovTo. It is also remarkable that the information given by 
Christ in both tho two first accounts to Ananias about the 
calling of the Apostle, in the third is given by Christ to Paul 
himself, and this is a difference not to be easily parsed over, at 
least by those who wish to believe in the authenticity of the 
Apostle's own relation of • this event. If we resolve with 

f Olshausen, to set all these differences aside once for all, we 
must accept the account simply as it is given us, and if we find 
variations in the narrative, consider that we often find such in the 
Gospels, but that they only concern unimportant minor points 
which alter the credibility of the event as a whole so little that 
they in reality tend to establish it. But certainly the account 
given by Paul himself ought to have the precedence over that 
of Luke, who relates the occurrence very shortly, and may easily 
have overlooked some minor occurrences of which he was not an 
eye-witness. But all this is in the highest degree arbitrary, 
and we must not impute such a want of precision to an author 

* T$V (poovrjv OVK fJKovffav TOV XaXovvroc /iot, is said xxii. 9, and on the contrary 

ix. 7, has aKovovreg rijje jxitvrjg. And this <pu)vr) is certainly the $u>vij Xtyovaa 

avTtf. 
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whose authority in general stands so high, that we give unques

tioning belief to his accounts of miracles, for little as con

tradictions aud want of precision are looked on as tokens of 

the trustworthiness of an author, they cannot, in this instance, 

be taken as attaching a character of credibility to the narrative 

but rather as tending to cast a doubt on other circumstances 

related in it. In reality these differences which are appealed 

to .as examples of varying narration easily reconcileable would 

be considerable enough to indicate a difference in the tradition, 

if it were not that they are found in the accounts of the same 

author, and if this author had not already given many proofs of 

the free manner in which he handles historical materials. 

Instead therefore of taking refuge in the usual manner in a 

forced and arbitrary' reconciliation between what has been 

shown to be contradictory, such as the hearing and the not 

hearing, the standing upright and the falling down, we must 

confine ourselves to the question, What does the author 

intend by relating the event now in one way and now in 

another ? As far as concerns the question with regard to the 

discrepancy between the expressions CLKOVZIV and OVK ILKOVUV Ttjv 

fwvrjv TOV \a\ovvTog, it can easily be seen that the author in 

the passage, ix. 7, decides on the plan of ascribing the amovuv 

Trig tyiovrig to the companions of the -Apostle also, because by 

so doing, he can prove in the best possible manner the objec

tivity of the occurrence, which must be more credible if the 

same voice which the Apostle describes as having addressed 

itself specially to him was also heard by others. But in both 

the other passages, especially in the second in which it is ex

pressly said that the companions did not hear the voice, the 

contradiction may arise from its having occurred to the author 

that as the Apostle himself is speaking, it might be favourable 

to the interests of the Apostle to represent this voice as one 

addressed to him alone, belonging especially to him, and not 

heard by his companions. In furtherance of the aim which is 

apparent in these two speeches, it is essential that no doubt be 

file:///a/ovvTog
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felt as to the Apostle being the sole and especial object of this 

strange phenomenon. But its objectivity, on which no less 

stress must be laid, can only be sufficiently proved by the 

special statement that the companions of the Apostle sud

denly saw a light streaming down from Heaven in the clear 

noon day, which is stated here, as in xxvi. 13, as a confirma

tion of the fact. That the discrepancies of which we are 

treating are to be explained chiefly by such a bias on the part 

of the author, seems also to be confirmed by a particular re

mark made in the third passage,, that the voice which talked 

with Paul spoke in the Hebrew tongue. If we look back to 

the first speech delivered before the Jewish people (xxii.) we 

shall find that it contains no special reason to justify the par

ticular remark (xxi. 40) that it was spoken in tho Hebrew 

languajge; but as wo must suppose that the third speech 

which was delivered before the Roman Procurator Festus and 

the Jewish King Agrippa, was spoken in Greek, the remark 

as applied to this speech would not have seemed superfluous, 

for the attempt to make the hearers suppose tho unlikely fact 

that Jesus spoke to Paul in the very Greek words he repeated 

to them might have cast an improbable light upon the whole 

affair. 

It is also easily seen why in one of these two speeches of 

the Apostle the addition is made to the words addressed to 

him by Jesus, CXICATJ/)OV GOL irpbg xlvrpa XCLKTLZEIV, xxvi. 14, as 

this kind of proverbial speaking is peculiarly adapted to 

heighten the effect of the principal idea on the hearers, which 

throughout it is the great desire of the speaker to do, and 

this idea is that he was unavoidably constrained to take the 

step so distasteful to the Jews, by the power of an objective 

impression made upon him. The narrative of the author 

himself does not however need such a strengthening of the 

chief idea of the matter; the discrepancy between the stand

ing and falling of the companions is, like their hearing and 

not hearing, a contradiction which can only be reconciled 
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from the standpoint of the author. The most striking proof 
of the powerful impression made by the phenomenon was of 
course the throwing down of the Apostle and those who ac
companied him, but if the author described the impression 
in the first place by the strong expression IwioX, this is a 
sufficient compensation for the falling down; that they should 
have remained standing suits better the word tvvtoi than that 
they should have fallen, and they must be represented as 
standing because it is necessary to show that they saw no one 
from whom the voice could have proceeded. In short, as far 
as concerns the difference in the words spoken by Jesus in 
calling the Apostle, it is perfectly evident that separate events 
in the first passage are summarized and placed together in the 
third; and this is of no importance, as the words addressed 
to Ananias by Jesus are evidently only a continuation of his 
conversation with Paul, but the free treatment of the author 
is especially shown in these details of the minor circutn-
stances attending the chief event. 

If, however, we succeed in reconciling the three above-named 
passages in the Acts of the Apostles, we see by the very means 
employed to reconcile them that every detail of the narrative 
must not be taken as of the same value, those that are essential 
must be carefully separated from those of less importance. 
The chief point is stated by the Apostle Paul in his Epistles. 
It was the most decided conviction of the Apostle, that as Jesus 
had appeared to the Apostles and the other believers, so at last 
he had visibly manifested himself to him, 1 Cor. xv. 8, iv. 1. 
But the Apostle does not give any explanation as to the way 
and manner in which this manifestation took place, as in his 
Epistles he is very reticent about these facts, and scarcely 
mentions or hints at them. That they were facts, we must con
clude from the two speeches which we find in the Acts of tho 
Apostles, and if the parallel between the appearance manifested 
to him, and tho former appearances of the risen Jesus is satis
factory to us, and makes us willing to accept the idea of an 
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outward objective fact, the expression of the Apostle, Gal. 
i. 15, £u<$OK7ftx€v 6 0£f>c awoKaXvxpai TOV vtbv aifTOv iv £ / iOl , 

shows us the deeper meaning of the matter in such a way as to 
prevent our laying too much stress on the outward appearance. 
W e are on this account more justified in trying to find out 
what is to be accepted in the narrative of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and what is not. The chief point lies unquestionably 
in the inquiry, whether the appearance of Jesus is to be con
sidered as an external or internal fact ? The whole statement 
in the Acts of the Apostles leans to the supposition of a material 
appearance; the most important point against this supposition 
is the express assertion of the author that the companions of the 
Apostle who saw a bright flash of light, saw no person. The 
decided expression, ix. 7, elaTiiKtiaav furiSiva OzwpovvrtQ, is here 
of the more importance, as, in matter of fact, there is nothing in 
the three narratives in the Acts of the Apostles to lead to the 
idea of a material, visible, objective appearance of the person of 
Jesus. Neander also (p. 119) assumes this to have been a 
spiritual fact in the mind of Paul, a spiritual manifestation of 
Christ to his deeper self-consciousness, and by assuming this we 
lose nothing of the real, divine part of the matter, as the ex
ternal manifestation is only an adjunct, and the material per
ception can have no greater certainty and reality than a fact 
present to a higher self-consciousness. But Neander (p. 122) 
feels obliged to return again to the idea of a real visible appear
ance, since the Apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 8, places the appearance of 
Christ vouchsafed to himself, on an equal footing with all the 
other appearances of the risen Christ, and this opinion must 
have all the greater weight, because (2 Cor. xii. 1) it is shown 
that the Apostle knew perfectly well how to distinguish be
tween a state of ecstasy and a state of ordinary consciousness. 

As to what concerns the latter point, it follows from the very 
reasonable grounds adduced by Neander himself (p. 121), that 
the appearance of Jesus which is here spoken of cannot have 
been intended to be taken as an ecstatic vision, like that re-
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ferred to in 2 Cor. xii. 1, but does it therefore follow that as a 
spiritual fact it had nothing in common with an ecstatic vision, 
if not in his normal Jret in his higher self-consciousness ? This 
cannot be maintained, and although the Apostle makes a parallel 
between this appearance of Jesus and the other appearances of 
the risen Christ, it does not follow in the first place that this 
appearance must have been an external one (for even with an 
internal appearance, the fact of the twpaicivei and b<frdi)vai would 
seem certain); and secondly, if the parallel were actually to imply 
an external appearance, the rule which Neander himself lays 
down (p. 97) in reference to Cornelius would apply here ; and 
Paul, being the only witness for the objective reality of the 
appearance, can only be accepted as a sure witness of what he 
believed he really saw. W e cannot, however, here avail ourselves 
of this subjectivity, as, according to the express declaration of the 
author, not one of the companions of the Apostle saw the form 
of Jesus, so there is no room for the supposition of an objective 
material appearance. However much the Apostle may have 
certainly believed that he actually saw the form of Jesus, he 
only really bears testimony to what he believed he saw. Here 
we have arrived at a point from which, without any difficulty, 
the connexion of the rest of the narrative may be perceived. To 
the question whether the appearance of Jesus was really an out
ward and visible one, there is allied the further inquiry whether 
the words which Paul believed he heard from the Jesus who 
appeared to him, were really audible. Had we only the testimony 
of the first passage on this point, the question would be answered 
immediately in the affirmative; but as the author is directly 
in contradiction to himself on the subject, we can only answer 
by what we can gather from the analogy of the whole, and 
not from isolated statements. As far as concerns the 
analogy it can be shown certainly, that just as little as the 
appearance of Jesus was a real and outward one, so little could 
the words which Paul thought he heard, have been outwardly 
audible. Just as easily as he might have believed that he saw 
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Jesus without an outward visible objective form of Jesus, so he 
might have believed that he heard words, which to him only, 
not to others, and not in general were outwardly and object
ively audible. This connection between seeing and hearing 
can be explained also psychologically. If the Apostle was 
once convinced that Jesus appeared to him, he must also have 
supposed that there was some decided reason for this appear
ance, and for what reason should Jesus appear to him ; except 
to present himself to him, the persecutor, as the object of the 
persecution ? And even if the belief in such an appearance of 
Jesus had not already existed in the Apostle, even if he were 
not already filled with belief in the supreme worth of Jesus, 
instead of with his former unbelief, when the faith in the 
appearance came to him, there must have come also in the 
closest and most direct connexion with it, the resolve to become 
a preacher instead of a persecutor of the Christian cause. 

So considered, what are the words which the Apostle thought 
that he heard from the form of Jesus, and, which, if the Appear
ance itself was only a spiritual fact, he may have heard from 
some spiritual voice, what are they but the necessary expla
nation of the fact itself, and of the idea immediately connected 

jwith it? Just as little as it is possible to divide words and ideas, 
just as necessarily as the idea expresses and clothes itself in 
words, just so close and immediate is here the connexion of 
one with the other, of the Seen and the Imagined, with the 
Spoken and the Heard. Hitherto we have remained entirely 
within the sphere of the Apostle's consciousness, but now we 
must step over the boundary whi<?h divides the inner from the 
outer, tho subjective from the objective, in reference to what the 
companions of the Apostle may at least have seen, even if they 
heard nothing. If they did not see the person of the being who 
manifested himself, they may have seen the stream of heavenly 
light by which they and the Apostle were surrounded. The well-
known modern hypothesis, so often repeated, that this light 
was a flash of lightning which suddenly struck the Apostle and 
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laid him and his companions senseless on the ground, is really 
mere hypothesis, and as it not only has no foundation in the text, 
but is rather opposed to the acknowledged tone of the author, 
wo shall make here no further mention of it, but to say that tho 
question is the more forced upon us, whether or not this stream 
of light must not be taken, after all, as an objective reality. The 
narrative clearly means it to be so taken, but it is another 
question whether or not so celebrated a fact as tho conversion 
of the Apostle Paul is a point on which mythic tradition may 
be made available. It must bo borne in mind in order that the 
supposition of the mythical may not be held as completely 
arbitrary, that the essence of a myth consists in the outward 
objective expression of an inner subjective idea. The more 
indispensable and direct this passage from the subjective to the 
objective, from the inner to the outward, the less practical seems 
here the idea of the.mythical, although this is the point atwhich 
the natural province of the myth begins. In this sense the 
necessary transformation already discussed of a direct, inex
plicable sudden impression into a decided idea, and of the idea 
into words, belongs to the province of the myth, it is also here 
an inward process which becomes an outward one, a transition 
from the subjective to tho objective, the idea becomes ex
pressed, it clothes itself in words and outward signs, and takes 
material shape and form. But in this case it is a necessary 
mental process, that the mythical, whilst appearing in its 
direct, inner connexion with the logical, shall become especially 
mythical as soon as its passage from the subjective to the 
objective, from tho inner to the outward has no longer any 
inner logical necessity, but relies more on a subjective need, and 
appears only as the accidental and more or less unbiassed state
ment of an abstract thought, or as a matter lying beyond the 
province of the senses, although in a palpable and material 
form. From this point of view the phenomenon, as far as 
regards the companions of the Apostle, must be considered. 

• Although the fact be firmly established that the ascended, 
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glorified Jesus appeared to the Apostle Paul on the way to 
Damascus, tradition cannot be contented with the abstract 
thought of a fact presenting itself only to the inner, deep self-
consciousness of the Apostle. The inner phenomenon must in 
some way become an outward one, if it is to have its full tradi
tional importance and concrete truth. But that the inner per
ception present only in the mind of the Apostle did not become 
an outward perception to those who accompanied him, in the 
visible form of Jesus appearing in the heavenly light, is to be 
explained by the fact, that even original tradition in its strictest 
form has its fixed boundaries which it does not arbitrarily over
step. The original maintains its veracity as a spiritual matter 
of fact, by asserting that Jesus appeared in a visible manner to 
the Apostle only, and this tradition must also acknowledge. 
But if he had been actually visible, and only to the Apostle, 
how can tradition have assumed that the heavenly light without 
which no Divine appearance. can be imagined, spread over all 
the surroundings of the Apostle. Jesus could not really have 
appeared without some outward token of his nearness and pre
sence. The strange brightness surpassing that of the sun at 
mid-day, that suddenly shone round the Apostle and his com
panions, is accordingly nothing but the symbolic and mythical 
expression of the certainty of .the real and-immediate presence 
of the glorified Jesus, elevated to heavenly dignity. ^ As soon 
as the appearance of Jesus is thought of in this manner, we see 
that it must have brought about in all who witnessed it, the 
effects which always result from heavenly phenomena of this 
kind; its overpowering influence threw them all on the ground, 
or at least riveted them to the earth in rigid astonishment. 

The occurrences in Damascus form the second part of the 
miraculous narrative in the Acts of the Apostles. The ad
herents of the so-called natural mode of explanation have ex
perienced as much difficulty about these as about the principal 
event itself.* Although the latter is thought to have been very 

* Neander gires no farther explanation of the occurrences at Damascus. 
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easily met by the lucky hypothesis of a flash of heaven-sent 
lightning, the complicated events in Damascus cannot be ac
counted for in so simple and easy a manner* This is especially 
the weak place in the natural mode of explanation, and the 
cold hands of the aged Ananias, the vivid delight of Paul at 
his appearance, the sudden stepping forth from the dark 
chamber to the light, and the three days' fasting, are only 
weak unskilful means of releasing the Apostle from the dark
ness of the cataract produced on him by the lightning flash. 
But how difficult it is to bring Ananias and Paul in a natural 
manner into such mutual relations as must have existed, ac
cording to the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles. It may 
on the other hand be justly asked, Who can believe that these 
two visions, so exactly fitting into each other, Paul learning 
through one, that Ananias was coming to him to restore his 
sight, and Ananias receiving through the other the command 
to go to Paul and help him, can have been received by some 
lucky chance? Just as little can these visions be taken as 
miracles in the ordinary sense. With our author, visions 
are precisely the means employed to bring persona widely 
separated and unknown to each other into correspondence. 
As in the history of the conversion of Cornelius, he and Peter 
are drawn together by two visions, so here this also is the case 
with Ananias and Paul, only the visions of the two latter are 
more strictly and unmistakeably connected. As Paul in his 
vision saw Ananias coming to him, so Ananias in, the vision 
which he had, is apprized of the nature of Paul's vision. A s 
we may readily suppose, it must have been very difficult for 
Paul, after his arrival at Damascus, to find an introduction to, 
or to win confidence from the Christians residing there, so we 
must suppose that he could not have succeeded in doing this 
without some great extraordinary preparation, and such a 

preparation must appear the more necessary as Paul in the 
state of blindness in which he had been ever since the appear
ance of the light from Heaven on the way to Damascus, had 
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been so dependent on help from strangers. Who would dare 

to venture near a man, whom until now they had known as the 

bitterest enemy and persecutor of the Christian name ? and 

how could he himself, a man so blinded and prostrate, place 

any confidence in his neighbours who might be willing to take 

care of him ? 

Here then the Deity must himself step in and complete the 

work already begun. Ananias accordingly receives, in a divine 

vision, the command to go to Paul, and to afford him tho help he 

needed, and to Paul himself Ananias is shown in a vision as the 

man destined to assist him. The charge which Ananias received 

lies in so close a connection with the miracle he wrought on 

Paul, that from the miracle itself we first come to a right 

understanding of the chief subject matter of the vision. Ac

cording to the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, Paul had 

been blinded by the mighty light of the appearance of the Lord. 

He came blind to Damascus, and was there alone for some 

days in that condition until he was released from it by Ananias. 

But was this blindness an actual one ? And was his release 

from it by Ananias an actual miracle ? This question is sug

gested to us by the narrative itself, in which the close connec

tion between the cure of the blindness and the laying on of 

hands, and the aim of the latter operation, namely, the gift of 

the Holy Ghost, deserves the most special attention. Ananias 

indeed received in his vision the command to go to Paul and lay 

his hands on him that he might receive his sight, and as soon 

as he had come to Paul and had laid his hands on him, Paul 

received his sight and was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 

there fell from his eyes as it had been scales, and he " forthwith 

saw." Is not then the 7rAi]<70fjvcu nvevfiaTog ayiov that ought to 

be the immediate consequence of the laying on of hands, in it

self, a healing of blindness, an avafiXiiretv in a spiritual sense— 

and does not the expression, ix. 18—eifOlwg intiTrtaov atrb TWV 

6j>0a\fiwv avrov waei \eiriSeg indicate that they were no real 

scales, that there was no real blindness and no real cure ? 

file:///eiriSeg
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If we remember the condition to which the Apostle must have 
been reduced by the appearance of the Lord, how can we think 
of him in any other manner than with a downcast, introspective 
look, absorbed in his own situation, in deep earnest meditation 
on the sins that weighed so heavily upon him and which weight he 
had incurred during his recent course of action ? Christian bap
tism first shone upon this dark night of his spiritual life with the 
bright light of the consciousness of sin forgiven, and caused him 
again to see clearly! The narrative itself points to such a state 
of mind, brooding on itself, closed to all outward impressions, 
entirely occupied with itself and struggling from darkness into 
light, by showing us Paul after some days residence in Damas
cus, as not only seeing nothing, but eating and drinking 
nothing, and only after receiving baptism as taking food and 
resuming his full powers of life, ix. 9-18. Butfreven if we look 
at the condition of the Apostle, not only immediately after the 
phenomenon, but before its occurrence, whilst he was still the 
strenuous Pharisaic zealot, jealous for the law, and the perse
cutor of all who turned away from it, what is the great con
trast which this first state presents to the second in which we 
find him ? Is he not also in the first place a blind man, who 
has to be cured of his blindness ? Grotius has remarked on 
the words, ix. 8, aveqyfilvwv §£ TWV o^OaX/iwv airov, ovSiva 
tfiXtire, " ea fuit imago Pauli, qualis antehac fuerat, speciem 
habens hominis eruditi in lege, quum plane animo coecus 
esset." And on ix. 18, ixrA XtwiSeg, " adumbrantes velum illud, 
de quo agit Paulus," 2 Cor. iii. 14. Grotius maintains further, 
that this expression, although figurative, is of fitting and 
marked significance, as showing the spiritual condition of the 
Apostle. The author himself represents the Apostle as acting 
in accordance with this figurative expression, when he makes 
him repeat in his speech the words of the Lord, which called 
him to his appointed office, xxvi. 18, he is to be'sent to the Gen
tiles. avoiZai o^OaXjuLOvg avrtov Kal hnaTptyai airb aKOTOvg Ag 
<j>£jg, Kal Trig l%ovotag TOV aarava iirl TOV Oebv, TOV XafiAv aitTOvg 
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a<pt<Jiv afxapTiwv, Kal tcXripov iv roig riyiaafiivoig, TTIOTU TTJ tig iph 
May not the conversion of the Apostle itself be described in 
the same manner, as a passage from a state of darkness and 
blindness to a state of light, and vision with clear and open 
eyes. Taking all these points into consideration, does it not 
seem reasonable to consider as tradition all that is related in 
the Acts of the Apostles of the blinding of the Apostle, and the 
wonderful cure of his blindness by Ananias. The Apostle himself 
does not in any single instance mention these occurrences in his 
life in any of his Epistles. The tradition doubtless arose from the 
expressions which, in their figurative and material shape, indi
cate the great change in the inner, spiritual life of the Apostle, 
having been taken as literal and not figurative. This result may 
have been brought about by the great contrast afforded by the 
Apostle's earlier and later mental tendencies and religious modes 
of thought; and this result always follows the progress of mythical 
tradition. Spiritual blindness thus becomes bodily blindness: 
the looking up in a spiritual sense becomes the falling off of 
scales which had covered the eyes. There must also be a certain 
fixed time, in which one thing shall result from another. No 
better opportunity for the blinding could be found, than the 
moment when the Apostle had seen the dazzling appearance of 
light in which the Lord appeared. If, in order to substantiate 
the outward appearance, tradition represents an extraordinary 
heavenly light as spreading around, at the moment when the 
Apostle saw the Lord, this could not happen according to the 
usual conditions of such heavenly phenomena, without leaving 
behind on the person chiefly interested a token in the shape of 
blindness. And if also, the condition in which the Apostle was 
after that appearance, and the consequent change in himself 
must be taken really as a condition of perfect unconsciousness 
of the outward world, then everything concurs to place that 
blindness which'affected the*Apostle before he had attained to 
the clear light of the Christian life, in the period between the 
appearance of the Lord to him, and the act of his reception into 
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the Christian community. What had begun miraculously was 

obliged to be miraculously carried on, and was brought to its 

culminating point when, after the crisis of the struggle into light 

was fully past, the Apostle became a new man by his actual re

ception into the Christian community. But the greater the 

change in the outward condition of the Apostle, the more 

fitting it seems that this should have been effected by special 

divine preparation, and (as is the case also with the conversion 

of Cornelius) two corresponding visions are represented, as the 

means most likely to advance the end. A special divine com

munication, such as the Apostle could only have received in a 

vision, must in this case appear to be all the more necessary, 

as without it the special outward act of imparting the Holy 

Spirit to the Apostle, by the laying on of hands by Ananias, 

could not have been considered as valid, as Ananias was not 

an Apostle. All these details in the tradition agree so well to

gether, so close is the connection throughout between all the 

subsequent details, that we feel we have arrived at a point 

from which we can discover the genesis of this tradition. W e 

cannQt but assume that the blindness of the Apostle was no real 

physical blindness; then the miracle of healing is no longer 

needed; and if Ananias was not sent to Paul for this purpose 

(for it was to this end he was chiefly desired to go, according 

to Acts ix. 1 7 , 6 Kvpiog airicTTaXKi p.e, O T T W C ava(5\£\pyg), the 

statement also falls to the ground that Ananias received this 

charge in a divinely sent vision; and the whole tenor of tho 

matter takes a completely different complexion from that given 

to it in the Acts of the Apostles. It therefore remains doubtful 

whether Ananias really came into such close relations with the 

Apostle Paul during this critical period of his life—whether his 

name did not get mixed up in the account of the conversion in an 

accidental manner. In the speech of the Apostle delivered be

fore the Jewish people, the following is predicated of Ananias : 

avrip evatfiriG Kara TOV V O J U O V , ftaprvpoifxtvos virb iravTwv, THJV 

KCLTOHCOVVTWV ' I o v S a a u v , xxii. 1 2 . How easy it is to imagine 

that there was a particular interest at work in thus representing 
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the Apostle Paul as from the beginning in close connection 
with a man who stood in such good repute with the Judaising 
party which was always so suspicious of the Apostle. 

Although the historical and critical treatment of the narra
tive of the conversion of Paul, as given in the Acts of the 
Apostles, does not allow us to consider it as simply miraculous, 
yet if we look at it from a psychological point of view, the sup
position of a miracle, if not necessary, may yet be allowable. 
Who can venture to say that such a change in the religious and 
spiritual life of the Apostle may not have been developed in 
his inmost being in a simply natural manner ? or who can dare 
to make the assertion that even the most sudden transition 
from one extreme to another lies outside the pale of psycho
logical possibility ? or that such a phenomenon must be held as 
contrary to nature ? as if being contrary to nature made a 
miracle possible ! If the adoption of a miracle is so objection
able in itself, it is so certainly on psychological grounds, and 
especially in cases in which the miracle is to be considered 
only as an important disturbance of the natural development 
of* the inward spiritual life of an individual. Neander, although 
in his statement and examination of this important question he 
for this reason adheres to the miraculous theory, still in no way 
allows a magic influence to have been in operation on Paul, 
whereby he was carried away and changed against his will. It 
is rather set forth as a point of his inmost being, without which 
the most essential, the inner revelation of Christ, to his highest 
self-consciousness would not have been possible, without which, 
no outward impression would have had any availing power, 
without which any outward impression, however strong, would 
have been merely transitory. But if once the theory of an 
inward connecting point is advanced, is it anything else but a 
setting forth of the principle, by which the whole change is 
referred to natural causes ? It becomes therefore the task of 
historical criticism to investigate, if what in itself is possible, did 
actually occur in accordance with the statements before us, 
without the interposition of a special miracle. So clear and 
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simple does that seem that we can only wonder how the 
modern interpreters of the Acts of the Apostles embrace these 
highly exaggerated miraculous theories. In a manner not 
quite suited to the case Olshausen indicates as a reason for the 
words, xxvi. 14, cncAnpoi* aoi wpbg iclvrpa Xa icT^ctv* (to which a 
wrong meaning is given,) the Augustinian doctrine of "gratia 
irresistibilis," only with this difference, that, by the assertion 
that in this appearance of our Lord, Grace was manifested in an 
overpowering strength, it is by no means sought to deny that 
there may have been moments in the subsequent life of Paul 
when by unfaithfulness he may have forfeited the grace vouch
safed to him. This is exactly the worst modification of this 
doctrine of irresistible grace, as by it two completely different 
standpoints become confused with each other, the ordinary 
theory of free-will, and its opposite, that of absolute depend
ence. The consequence, or rather the cause, of this illogical 
blending of heterogeneous theories is a theory of miracle which 
thoroughly destroys the continuity of the spiritual life, the arbi
trary assertion that there are circumstances in the life of man in 
which (as Neander well puts it) " the individual is carried away 
and transformed by magic influence against his own will." In 
this view of the conversion of the Apostle Paul miracle is of 
course assigned its full right, but this is the only advantage, and 
what is believed to be gained by it on one hand, in favour of 

* According to Olshausen, the meaning of these words can be only as follows:— 
" Thy striving against the overpowering strength of grace helps thee not. Thou 
must therefore submit." This meaning can only be forced from the words by an 
interpreter biassed in favour of the Augustinian dogmatism. It appears certain 
that these words ought to be taken as referring not to the subjective, but to the 
objective, useleesness of striving. Their meaning therefore would be: " Thou 
persecutest me in the belief that I am not the true Messiah, but as thou must be 
now convinced that I am the true Messiah, how can thy undertaking be anything 
bat vain, and redounding to thy own destruction ? " This reading receives a 
completely favorable corroboration from the parallel in the speech of Gamaliel, v. 
39. ov SvvaaOe KaraKvaat avrb, firj7TOT€ Kal Oeop&xoi evpe9i]Ti. " You will not 
effect anything by your reaction; the end will show on tho contrary that you will 
draw on yourselves the worst consequences, for only the worst is to be expected 
when a direct opposition to God is in question." 



80 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PAET I . 

the glorification of divine grace, is lost on the other by the 
sacrifice of the moral dignity of the Apostle. 

The facts of the conversion and calling of the Apostle must 
have been of the greatest importance to the* author of the Acts 
of the Apostles in furthering his apologetic aim. They are there
fore not only related at length in chapter ix. but are also stated 
with the same detail and accuracy in the two speeches which 
are put into the mouth of the Apostle Paul himself, chapters 
xxii. and xxvi. W e see from the epistles of the Apostle how his 
enemies* always reproached him with not having been, as the 
other Apostles, a disciple of Jesus, and for not having been 
called to be an Apostle by Jesus himself during his earthly life. 
Against such a reproof and such an attack on the apostolic au
thority of Paul,-a fact must have weighed strongly, by which 
he was connected with Jesus by a relation not less direct than 
that which bound the rest of the Apostles to him. The Apostle 
himself maintains with the most decided emphasis that he also 
had seen Christ the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 1, that Jesus had mani-, 
fested himself to him as well as to the other Apostles—even if 
after the others—still really and truly. 1 Cor. xv. 8. And 
not only once did this happen, but by repeated owraaiac KOI 
dwoKaXifxpeig TOV Kvplov, he claims for himself direct communion 
with the Lord : 2 Cor. xii. 1. But there still remains the great 
and essential difference between his calling and that of the 
other Apostles, namely, that the reality of the former depended 
on a momentary appearance which he maintains to have taken 
place—on a vision—an opapa, whose truth only existed in the 
sphere of his own subjective consciousness) and therefore lies 
open to the possibility of being the result of self-deception. 
And as together with his calling to the office of an Apostle he 
received also a peculiar, decided commission to proclaim the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, so the whole question as to the par
ticipation of the Gentiles in the Messianic Salvation, which was 
so bitter a cause of dispute between the Apostle and the 
Jewish Christians, rests also on the truth and reality of the 
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visionary appearance by which the Apostle believed himself to 
have been called. The more problematical the apostolic au
thority so delivered must be, the more earnestly must a writer 
who has so decided an apostolic tendency as the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles, endeavour to procure every possible 
guarantee for his Apostle. The authority of Paul, according 
to the nature of the circumstances under which the Acts of the 
Apostles was composed, can be legitimatized in no better 
manner than by the authority of Peter. If we can look 
to a precedent that Peter also saw a really divine vision 
in which he received an important charge, a charge which 
concerned a no less weighty matter than the adoption of 
the Gentiles into the Messianic kingdom, what objection 
can be taken to the vision which was the cause of Paul's 
being called to the office of an Apostle among the Gentiles? 
According to the whole plan and economy of the Acts of 
the Apostles it can not surprise us that we really do find 
in it such a legitimation of the Apostle. It is contained 
in the account of the conversion of Cornelius, which the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles, chapters x. and xi. 
apparently places purposely between the conversion of the 
Apostle, chapter ix. and the actual commencement of his 
apostolic office among the Gentiles, xi. 25. The detailed and 
circumstantial manner in which this is related, shows us in the 
clearest way how much importance the author attaches to it. If 
everything had taken place as it is here related, and as it is com
monly believed to have done, there would be no need of saying 
anything about an especial apologetic aim of the author. But 
how is it possible to take such a series of miraculous occurrences 
all depending on one another as having actually happened ? If 
we remember that this is not a question of miraculous events, 
merely occurring in the external world, but of operations from 
the higher world in an individual circle of religious thought 
and feeling, operations depending on one another and re-acting 
on*one another, and having as consequences, resolutions and 

6 
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opinions which were not likely to have been the rtsult of 
religious and spiritual development ordinarily produced, we 
cannot then accept such a direct influence of a higher causality 
on the spiritual nature. The persons concerned must have 
been passive organs for the proclamation of ideas which, ac
cording to the divine plan, were to be introduced to the world 
as a purely supernatural revelation. W e must notice how little 
the persons here treated of betray any clear consciousness, or 
even any suspicion of the consequences depending on their 
actions. Cornelius indeed received instructions to summon 
Peter to come to him, but he did not know what end was 
to be answered by his coming, x. 33. Peter involuntarily 
followed the* summons sent him, x. 20. The opinions which 
he had hitherto held regarding the relation of the Jews 
to the Gentiles would rather have held him back from the 
command contained in the vision he had received, (28) but he 
understood so little of its real meaning and aim, that the light 
flashed upon him for the first time through the surprising dis
covery of the exact correspondence of the two visions with each 
other. It was not of his own free conviction and decision that 
he determined on his course of action, but through the over
powering impression of new miraculous events, which had imme
diate effect, and by which the destined result was completely 
carried out. Obviously Peter serves here as a mere organ, and 
we see, without doubt, in what outward relation the religious 
ideas and convictions here introduced stand to his religious 
consciousness and the steps of his religious development. 

The entire series of these events is wanting in historic con
nexion, neither has it a natural point of contact. It has no 
result at all commensurate with the extraordinary preparation 
made for it. The Church at Jerusalem indeed allowed its 
doubts to be hushed by the assurances of Peter; but how little 
influence these really had, the narrative in chapter xv; shows, 
and Peter himself always recurs to the cause of these events as 
to something of the highest antiquity, xv. 7, (a^ rifxepiov ap\a(wv, 
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&c.), about which nothing had been thought in the interval, and 
which now for the first time had attention drawn to it. With 
what aim did all this happen, if at that time it suited so little 
the stage of development then attained by Peter? could it have 
been in order to furnish him later on with a resting point for 
his religious consciousness, at a time in which he could not any 
longer need one ? Or must we think it all took place for the 
sake of Cornelius ? How passive he himself is, however, in all 
the events that befall him! and how little his personality seems 
concerned in reference to them ! No satisfactory aim seems to 
be furthered by such a miracle, and how does so studied and 
complicated a series of miraculous occurrences agree with the 
character of the Gospel history ? Such a narrative of such an 
important character, cannot be held as a mythical tradition. 
All through it we see that the details are connected with 
each other, that they are bound together by a single, exhaustive 
and studied combination of deliberate meaning into a complete 
whole, one vision corresponding to the other, and the conse
quences of each only happening at a certain moment and in 
a certain manner, and thus only are they enabled to fit into 
the whole. For this reason also the remark with which 
Neander prefaces his statement, "that we are not justified 
in assuming that Cornelius was able to separate clearly the ob
jective and actual from the subjective side of his own compre
hension of that which was placed before him as a subject for 
his investigation and examination," is completely aimless and 
useless; as it must not be supposed that anything else was in
cluded in the series of details than what is related, as that would 
betray somewhat of a subjective deceit. 

If one of these details is put out of its place, or considered in 
a different relation, the whole becomes disarranged and confused 
and loses coherence and connexion. Such combination and cohe
rence as are here presented are foreign to a myth. Such a nar
rative cannot be looked upon as the casual product of mythical 
tradition, but as a free composition, originating in a certain 

6 * 
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design. Prom this point of view, the two visions which are so 
j essential in the matter must be held to be the spontaneous, 
i visible form in which the ideas presented are clothed, as in the 
I accounts of the earliest Christian times visions are not uncom

monly presented, merely as visible and poetical media. The 
chief idea with which they have to do appears so decidedly as 
the preponderating one, that we can scarcely avoid seeing that 
the persons and events which are placed before us are only 
destined to carry out the idea of the whole, and bring it into 
notice. A s soon, therefore, as the means of furthering this 
end are so far advanced that the aim of the statement is 
attained, the idea is abruptly withdrawn from the material husk 
which enveloped it; and now the full consciousness has dawned 
upon Peter of what the author makes him utter as the ruling 
idea of the whole, x. 34, that " there is no respect of persons 
with God; but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh 
righteousness is accepted with him." These words, as modern 
interpreters rightly remark, can only be so taken in the whole 
connexion in which they stand in opposition to the Jewish ex-
clusiveness: God receives into the Messianic kingdom those 
who believe in Jesus, not with any regard to whether or not 
they are descended from a special theocratic nation; but look
ing only to the moral worth and sensibility of each separate in
dividual. The speech of Peter immediately following seeks to 
remove any idea of exclusiveness from the labours of Jesus. 
The idea here brought forward could not be more directly and 
emphatically confirmed than by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
which anticipated baptism, x. 44. How evidently was it thus 
shown that the Gentiles were not to be excluded from the reception 
of the Holy Spirit as the principle of Christian consciousness, how 
clearly is the conclusion drawn that the outward form of adop
tion is not to be refused, when the inward desire of and inclina
tion for the Holy Spirit is present, this being the chief condition, 
and all else merely superfluous. Peter accordingly repeatedly 
takes as the chief idea, resulting from the whole (x. 47, xi. 16,17) , 



CHAP. I I I . J HIS CONVERSION. 85 

this especial thought, that as the Gentiles as well as the born Jews, 
had at one time received the gift of the Holy Spirit, and attested 
its reception and operation by the same outward manifestations 
as those at the feast of Pentecost, and the Xakuv yAtiao-cuc and 
the fieyakvXuv TOV Oebv, there could be no distinction between 
Jew and Gentile with regard to the Messianic kingdom. From 
this it must necessarily follow that with respect to the adop
tion of the Gentiles into the community of the followers of 
Jesus as the Messiah, nothing was demanded (as would have 
been the case with enforced circumcision) which involved as a 
condition that they must become Jews in order to become 
Christians. As the whole matter is embodied in visions—for 
the figurative and symbolical always favour visions—this 
thought is also presented in a symbolic form. The distinction 
between clean and unclean in the relation between Jews and 
Gentiles, is founded specially on the Mosaic laws with respect 
to eating, by which the Jews were forbidden to taste the flesh 
of certain animals which were held to be unclean. The Gentiles, 
to whom this eating of flesh was not forbidden, became for that 
very reason unclean to the Jews, who had to be on their guard 
against defilement in their intercourse with the Gentiles when 
this involved eating and drinking together. The idea that 
the difference hitherto subsisting between Jews and Gentiles 
with regard to clean and unclean things, was no longer of 
any importance, is very strikingly exhibited by the figure of 
a vessel in which clean and unclean things were contained, and 
commanded to be used as food without any distinction. The 
extreme hunger which Peter had experienced just before the 
vision, is also connected very closely with the aim and purpose 
of the vision; as he must have felt the prohibition against 
eating certain beasts which were destined for the food of and 
use of man, as an unnatural restriction. The removal of the 
distinction between the idea clean and unclean was expressed 
also b y the symbolical vessel, as in it there was no difference 
made between clean and unclean beasts, and also by its inline-
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diate descent with all its contents from heaven. As the differ

ence between clean and unclean with regard to the animal world, 

rested on a certain dualistic view, on the idea of a clean and 

unclean creation, so also with regard to the relations of Jew 

and Gentile, the existing wall of partition between the old 

customs and the prevailing views could be removed in no better 

way than by the introduction of the thought that God was the 

God of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews. As from the 

Divine standpoint there can be no unclean creation—no man 

is to be considered " common or unclean," (compare x. 28, and 

lb), so Jesus, as the Messiah, is the common Lord of all in the 

peace of his Gospel, 7ravrwv icvpiog, (36), and ordained of God to 

be the Judge of quick and dead. (x. 42.) All this combines 

to set forth concisely and distinctly a certain decided idea, but, 

although after what has been said no further remark is needed 

to show that this idea was intended to be brought home espe

cially .to the recognition and consciousness of Peter, yet it is 

necessary for us to notice that the circumstances attending its 

presentation betray a great desire on the part of the author to 

show that the Church at Jerusalem also acknowledged the idea 

brought forward by Peter. He expressly mentions the oppo

sition which Peter's act of imparting the Gospel to the uncir-

cumcised and unclean, received from the Church at Jerusalem, 

and makes Peter relate circumstantially the whole course of the 

affair in his • own vindication. The author would not have 

allowed himself this repetition if he had not attached great 

weight at this period of his narrative to the impression which 

the affair made on the Church at Jerusalem. Accordingly 

after hearing this vindication, the Church at Jerusalem held its 

peace and glorified God in that he had extended his salvation 

to the Gentiles, (xi. 1-18). The behaviour that the members 

of the Church exhibited in the sequence of this affair shows 

undoubtedly how strange all this must have appeared to them 

at that time. Can we not understand how Peter so easily 

succeeded in his vindication of a step calculated to excite such 
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great opposition, when we see that he appeals to the fact that 
before he had ended his introductory speed*: twlneee TO wvzvfxa 
TO ayiov lir' avTovg Sxnrep Kal 1$' yjiag ev apxy. xi. 15. This 
fact is thus included with the feast of Pentecost and the mira
culous yXwaaaiQ XaXtlv, So actual and public a miracle could of 
course further no better end than silencing the doubts of the 
Church. But if the miracle of the XoXctv y\w<r<raig was taken 
by Cornelius and those baptized with him as having been per
formed for no other reason than that they (as Neander states, 
page 105) should feel themselves impelled to express their 
feelings in inspired praises of God who in so miraculous a 
manner had led them to salvation, would the Church at Jeru
salem have been content with such a vindication ? Must we also 
in favour of this vindication retract what we have already 
allowed to be a well-founded result of the enquiry into the \a\uv 
yXwcraaig ? Certainly not, but it therefore follows that this vin
dication before the Church at Jerusalem, (especially as regards 
the consequences it seems to have had), cannot be held to have 
occurred as the letter of the narrative would have us believe. 

However little such a narrative can lay claim to historic 
credibility, it suits the apologetic tendency with which the Acts 
of the Apostles is written. However we may decide on the 
traditional element which lies at the root of the history of 
the conversion of Cornelius, its adoption into the narrative, 
and the place assigned to it can can only be accounted for 
by the apologetic interest of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles. Paul must be represented as entering on his apos
tolic work among the Gentiles under the shield of the Apostle 
Peter, who himself converted the first Gentile, and the heavenly 
appearance on which alone Paul grounds the proof of his 
apostolic calling, becomes legitimized in the most authentic 
manner, by a similar vision to that sent to the Apostle Peter. 
W e can well imagine what great weight this must have had 
in the apologetic interest of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles, if we consider to what attacks the Apostle Paul was 

file:///a/uv
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exposed, both at the commencement of his career and long 
afterwards from the Jewish-Christian party, on aoconnt of the 
peculiar nature of his call. In the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies 
the principle is enunciated, with peculiar - reference to the 
Apostle Paul, that those revelations only should be considered 
true and trustworthy which are attested by outward communi
cations and testimony, and not merely by appearances and 
visions. This is one of the chief subjects of controversy 
between the persons who are represented as conversing in 
these Homilies; and the arguments adduced on each side are 
only of use in making us see clearly the importance this matter 
must have had to the Apostle and his party. "Thou hast 
boasted, objected Simon Magus to the Apostle Peter, (Homily 
xvii. 13.) that thou hast entirely understood thy Teacher, (the 
true prophet Christ) because thou hast personally seen him 
present, and hast listened to him, and that it would be im
possible for any other man to have the like certainty by 
means of any appearance or vision, (opafxan fi oirracrla.)— 
Now, that this is untrue, I will show thee. He who clearly 
hears what another says is not fully convinced by what is said. 
For he must think in his mind, 1 Does not a man who is merely 
an appearance, lie ? ' But a vision certifies the truth, for when 
it is seen, the conviction comes to him who sees it, that it is 
something divine." To this Peter replies, " Thou maintainest 
that more can be learnt through a vision than through a real 
operating presence {r\ napa rijc ivepydag.) On this account 
thou thinkest that thou art better informed about Jesus than 
I am. The prophet alone ' deserves all belief, as we know 
before hand that he surely is, and he gives, as the learner 
wishes, an answer to questions asked him. But he who be
lieves a vision, a form, or a dream, has no security and 
knows not whom he believes; for he may indeed be deceived 
by an evil demon, or a deceitful spirit, which really is nothing, 
and if he asks#who it is that appears*—it can answer what it 

* A s Paul asks, Acts ix. 5, rij; tl Kvpu. 
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will. It stays as long as it pleases, and vanishes like a sndden 
flash of light, without giving the desired information to the 
inquirer. In a dream no one can ask what he desires to know, 
since the mind of the sleeper is not in his own power. For 
this veiy reason we ask, out of curiosity, many things^ in a 
dream, and learn without asking what is of no interest to us, 
and when we awake we are discontented because we have 
neither asked nor heard what we wanted to know." The 
Magus rejoins that even if belief is not to be conceded to all 
visions, still those visions and dreams sent by God cannot be 
false; that only the righteous can see a true vision, not the 
wicked; and Peter answers that he cannot agree to this, and 
pursuing his argument he says, " I know that many Idola
ters, carnal-minded men given over to all sorts of sins, see 
visions and true dreams, and some also have seen demoniacal 
appearances. I maintain that mortal eye cannot see the incor
poreal form of the Father Or of the Son, because they shine in 
purest light. It is therefore not out of jealousy, that God 
does not allow himself to be seen by men who are fettered 
by their fleshly nature. For who can see the incorporeal form 
even of an angel, much more of the Son ? But if any one 
sees a vision (oirraata) he must remember that it may proceed 
from an evil demon : and that ungodly persons see visions and 
true dreams is certain, and I can prove this from the Scrip
tures." Then are adduced the instances of Abimelech, Genesis 
xx.—of Pharaoh, xli.—of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel iii. 5. " All 
these were ungodly persons and yet saw sights and visions and 
true dreams. It results from this that a man who sees visions, 
dreams and appearances, need not be concluded to be neces
sarily a pious man. For the truth springs out of an indwelling 
pure feeling in the pious man, which does not seek the truth 
in dreams, but is bestowed on good men with consciousness 
and judgment. Thus the Son was revealed to me from the 
Father—I therefore know how important the revelation is (rig 
SbvafiiQ a7roKaXui//£o)c, t. c. how essential it is) from my own 
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experience. For as soon as the Lord questioned me, (Matthew 
xvi. 14.) something rose in my heart and I myself knew not 
what had happened to me. Then I said, ' Thou art the Son 
of the living God/ He who on this occasion called me blessed 
first told me that it was the Father who had revealed this to 
me. Therefore I perceived that this which was revealed to me 
without outward manifestation, without visions and dreams, 
was something spiritual. And thus it is that in the truth 
which God implanteth in us is contained the seed of all truth. 
This is either concealed from, or revealed to us by the hand 
of God, for God acts towards every man according to his 
deserts. To manifest itself by, dreams and visions is not a 
characteristic of revelation, but a token of divine wrath— 
for it is written in the Law that God being wroth with Moses 
and Aaron said (Numbers xii. 6.) ' I f there be a prophet 
among you, I, the Lord, will make myself known unto him in a 
vision and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses 
is not so, for with him will I speak apparently (directly, iv 
a Set) as a man speaketh to a friend/ Thou seest how laws 
and dreams are tokens of anger. But what a man wishes to 
impart to a friend goes from mouth Jo mouth direct, an$ not 
through figures and dreams and sights, which he uses in com
municating with an enemy : So although our Jesus may also 
have appeared to thee, manifested himseff to thee, and spoken 
to thee, he had done so in wrath, as to an adversary, and for 
that reason he has employed appearances, and dreams, and other 
outward revelations. But can a man be instructed and ordained 
for the office of Teacher by means of a vision ? If thou sayest 
this is quite possible, then I say, Why did the Teacher avoid com
munication for a whole year with those who watched continually 
for him, and how can these believe that he revealed himself to 
thee? How can he have appeared to thee, who art not even in 
agreement with his doctrine ? If thou really didst become an 
Apostle by communion and instruction, if only for a time, 
then expound his sayings, explain what he said and did, love 
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his Apostles, and dispute not with me who was with him; 
for thou hast striven against me as an adversary, against me, 
the strong rock, the corner pillar of the Church. If thou 
hadst not been an adversary, thou wouldest not have so vilified 
and abused me and my preaching, that men would not believe 
what I myself heard from the Lord when I was with him, as 
though I were worthy of condemnation when I was really 
worthy of praise. Yea, verily, when thou callest me accursed, 
Gal. ii. 11, thou accusest God who revealed Christ to me, thou 
attackest Him who has blessed me through this revelation. If 
thou wishest in deed and truth to become a fellow-worker 
in the cause of truth, then learn from us as we have learnt from 
Him, and when thou hast become a disciple of truth, then become 
a fellow-worker with us." 

Such was the opinion prevailing on the Jewish-Christian side 
at the time the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies were composed, 
with regard to the apostolic calling of Paul: and that we are not 
here exhibiting a mere extreme heretical opinion of a later date 
is testified by the Epistles of the Apostle himself, in which it is 
represented in exactly the same light. This opinion then was 
the general one of the opposing Jewish-Christian party. Even 
if this opinion had been held at the time of the authors of these 
Homilies, in .a modified form by a part only of the Jewish-
Christians ; if Paul had even been considered in his apostolic 
relation to Peter, as filling a position in which he by no means 
held any advantage over Peter, and in which he must share 
with him the glory of being the Apostle to the Gentiles—we 
should still see here the result of the efforts by which the 
Pauline party generally, and the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles especially, had so far provided for the Apostle Paul the 
acknowledgment of his apostolic dignity. This could not have 
been brought about without concessions and modifications of 
various kinds on the side of the Pauline party. The Petrine 
party, above all, must have conceded it in view of the superiority 
which it implied on the part of its Apostle, and tho principles 
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on which this rested. The author of the Acts of the Apostles 
must Jiave consented to include in his statement this criterion 
of the apostolic calling, which the Homilies present as the only 
one. On the election of the Apostle Matthias in the place of the 
traitor, Peter enunciates the principle, i. 21, 22, Set ovv TWV 
<Tvve\96vTU)v rifitv iv 7ravrt xpov(*>9 iv S) el<Tr)\0ev KOL t̂ ijAOcv etf 
rifiag, 6 icvpiog 'IriGOvg, apZafievog airb TOV j3a7rrioyxaroc 'Iwavvov 
twg Trig rijmipag Jig aveXirfOr) a<f>9 i?juajv, p.apTvpa Trig avaoraacajc 
avTov yeviaOai <rvv r\ixiv tva TOVTWV. In the same sense Peter 
says in his speech, with regard to the conversion of Cornelius, 
x. 41 , that they, the Apostles, are the fiapTvpec wpoicexHpoTov-
Sfiivoi vwb TOV Oeov olriveg avvh^dyofiiv Kal avvETtiOfisv airtjJ (the 
following words, /Uro TO avaaTr)vai avrov £K vetcpuv, are, as De 
Wette also says, obviously not in agreement with the words 
directly preceding, but should be taken with ifupavii] ysviaOaiy 
40). It cannot be denied that a certain design which bespeaks 
a special reason is evident in the express enunciation and en
forcement of the principle, that the witnesses of the risen Jesus 
should be those only who through living communion with him, 
through the constant coming and going with him, the eating 
and drinking with him, "were specially destined by him for this 
purpose. This indeed seems to be recognized by the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles himself as a criterion of the apostolic 
calling, which might be made use of against his Apostle. But 
the more that he places this to the credit of the Jewish-Christian 
party, the more does he expect from that side a willingness to 
make its Apostle yield to his ; and, provided only that the ex
clusive primacy were assured to the Apostle Peter, he desires to 
win from the Jewish-Christians the concession that there might 
exist another mode of receiving the apostolic mission, namely, 
through apparitions and visions, especially as these also by 
extraordinary divine ordination fell to the share of the Apostle 
Peter himself, in furtherance of the important aim of the con
version of the Gentiles. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIEST MISSIONARY JOURNEY OP THE APOSTLE.—ACTS XIII. XIV. 

BETWEEN the conversion of the Apostle and his actual entrance 
into the sphere of his apostolic work, there intervenes a time of 
which we will speak later, as the account of it in the Acts of 
the Apostles varies considerably from the Apostle's own state
ment. In general this interval has been considered as the period 
in his life in which he matured the powerful impression which 
he had received from his sudden conversion, into a thorough 
religious conviction, which served as the strong groundwork of 
his apostolic labours. As there is nothing known of his outward 
actions during this interval, which he himself says .(Gal. i. 18) 
lasted several years, it is more likely that he lived an inner life 
in his own introspective, deep thoughts, in his newly-won 
Christian consciousness. When we consider his individuality 
generally, as well as the kind and manner of his conversion, 
which was so sudden and thorough a transformation of his in
ward man, we cannot but think that he did not first go through 
any various preliminary steps; but as soon as he was once settled 
and fixed in his own mind, he became at once what we see him 
to have been afterwards. 

So soon, as he himself says (Gal. i. 16),as God had been pleased 
to reveal his Son to him, that he might preach his Gospel among 
the heathen, a new world entered on his consciousness, and his 
own independence preserved him in the purity of his individu
ality from troublesome dependence on others. This much is 
certain, that as he grounded his whole apostolic works and 
actions entirely on the directness of his apostolic call, and as 
all that he was, he only wished to be through Christ who had 
appeared to him, he would not have neglected to institute 
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inquiries into the history of the life of Christ. He who could 
speak so decidedly and in such detail about matters of fact in 
the Gospel history as the Apostle does, 1 Cor. xi. 23, & c , xv. 
8, could not have been unacquainted with the rest of its chief 
incidents. 

The Apostle of the Gentiles first entered on his widely-ex
tended and momentous life, in Antioch, where before his coming 
a new metropolis of the Christian world had begun to arise, in 
consequence of the important events already mentioned in the 
history of the development of Christianity.* From thence, 
with his greatest friend Barnabas, he undertook his first 
missionary journey, which was first directed to Cyprus, and the 
countries of Asia Minor, Pamphylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia and their 
cities, Perga, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. The discourses 
of the two Apostles which were accompanied by miracles secured 
a ready acceptance of the Gospel among the Gentiles, but for that 
very reason called down on them the hostile opposition of the 
Jewish party. In the whole account the apologetic tendency 
and the literary freedom of the author of the Acts of the 

* A s an indication of the important position which Antioch had assumed in the 
affairs of Christendom, we may take the remark in xi. 26, that the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch. This name must have been commonly current 
among the people at the time when the Acts was written; * which is the only 
meaning of x P ^ a r i S a v . The name xpiariavol only occurs in two passages in 
the New Testament, Acts xxvi. 28 ,1 Peter iv. 16, and was used by opponents as 
a distinctive appellation, as it was afterwards also used by the writers of the second 
century; but the opponents who gave the name must have been Gentiles, as Jews 
woulcr not have so used the name xP l f f r^C» which was sacred among them. The 
Gentile origin of the name causes the author to connect it with the city of Antioch, 
which was the first Gentile site of Christianity. But whether it originated in Antioch 
is very doubtful, on account of the Latin form of the name. The name Christiani is 
first mentioned by Roman writers, and as one in use among the people; it is used by 
Tacitus and Suetonius on the occasion of the incendiarism of Nero and the cruelties 
then practised against the Christians. "Nero," says Tacitus, Ann. 15, 44, *' subdidit 
reos, et qusesitissimis poenis affecit, quos per flagitia invisos vulgus Christianos 
appellabat. Auctor nominis ejus Christus." Compare Suetonius, Nero, 16. A l 
ready, in Nero's time, the people had called the hated sect, " Christians." The author 
may have assigned the origin of this name to Antioch because he thought that as a 
Gentile name, it must have originated in the first Gentile city in which Christians 
existed. 
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Apostles are shown in a manner which places its historical 
contents in a very questionable aspect. 

The miracles which the Apostle may have performed in this 
first missionary journey in the company of Barnabas bear most 
undoubted tokens of the apologetic parallel with Peter. One 
of Peter's most celebrated apostolic actions was his victory over 
Simon Magus. According to the Acts of the Apostles, Peter met 
the sorcerer in Samaria, when the Apostle himself for the first 
time visited the region beyond Judea on his apostolic errand. 
Parallel with this is the meeting of the Apostle Paul with 
Elymas the sorcerer in Cyprus, on his first missionary journey. 
The first important act of Paul's apostolic life in foreign lands 
is the conviction and punishment of the sorcerer. In both cases 
the apostolic acuteness shows itself in the instantaneous unveil
ing of the deep obstinacy which usually lay at the root of 
sorcery when it came into contact with Christianity. Although 
the sorcerer Elymas is placed in a different relation to Chris
tianity to that occupied by Simon Magus, the main idea of the 
speech against the former is the same as in the speech of Peter, 
viii. The speech, xiii. 10, & c , evidently refers to viii. 21, &c. 
The main idea in viii. 21, -r) yap Kapdia <rov OVK iariv evOeiaevw-
7riov 6sov9 is again pursued in xiii. 8, & c , wherein the sorcerer is 
described as ^IJTWV Siaarphfjai airb Tt\g iriar^g^ ir\iipr\g iravrbg 
SoKov Kal iraaric pqSiovpyiag Siaarpifyw rag oSobg Kvpiov rag 
tvOdag, This is an example of how imitation generally supplies 
a want of originality by exaggeration. It seems by this that 
the sorcerer Elymas did not endeavour to introduce himself into 
the Christian community by secret means like Simon Magus, 
but set himself in direct opposition to Christianity, for which 
reason the speech against him contains still stronger expressions 
than that against Simon (especially in xiii. 10, vii $ia(36\ov). 
But the exaggerated copy is most evidently apparent in the 
fact, that whilst there is no punishment pronounced against 
Simon, although he is commanded to pray to God for forgive
ness of his sins, a miracle of punishment takes place with regard 
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to Elymas. This punishment itself is nothing else than a 
figurative representation of the main idea by which the sorcerer, 
or rather sorcery itself, is characterized. As sorcery in contrast 
to the true religion is untrue, perverted, erroneous; and there
fore gropes about in the dim light, shelters in the darkness, 
blind, seeing nothing, so this is symbolized in the punishment 
destined for the sorcerer, irapaxprjua Si iTriirzazv lir avrbv a\Xvc 
Kal GKOTOQ, Kal Trepidyajv IZfou xupaywyovg, ii. How clearly 
the hand of the copyist has been at work here! for all these 
traits are only the carrying out of the OVK evOtia KapSia, viii. 21. 
This first important apostolic act of Paul is also remarkable, 
because from this time the Acts of the Apostles gives him his 
own especial apostolic name, Paul, instead of Saul, the name he 
had hitherto borne. Henceforth, he is named not after but be
fore Barnabas. It cannot be doubted that this change of name 
here has some reference to the Roman Pro-Consul Sergius 
Paulus, converted by the Apostle Paul. This is not contradicted 
by the explanation of Jerome: " Apostolus a primo ecclesise 
spolio, Proconsule Sergio Paulo, victories suae trophsea retulit 
erexitque vexillum ut Paulus ex Saulo vocaretur,"—only the 
erection of these trophies is not ascribed to the Apostle himself, 
but merely to the report which joined the change of name 
already adopted by the Apostle to an important act of his apos
tolic life. How could the arrival of the Apostle of the Gentiles 
at his full glory be better shown than by the conversion of a 
Roman Pro-Consul ? The Roman form of the name hints also 
at the conversion of a Roman. 

The conversion of a Roman Pro-Consul must also have been 
the important fact by which the Apostle verified the meaning 
of the name which he bore as the Apostle to the Gentiles in a 
manner worthy of notice. The Gentile name Paul is the proper 
name by which to denote an Apostle to the Gentiles. In con
sidering the account of this bestowal of a name from this point 
of view, we have a parallel to the genuinely apostolic act of the 
Apostle Peter, Matt. xvi. 16. As Peter then, through his per-
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suasion, steadfast as a rock, that Jesus was the Christ and the Son 
of God, bore witness to the true meaning of his name, and was 
no longer to be called Simon, but Peter, so Paul adopted, as a 
memorial, the name of the Roman Paul, whom he had converted, 
thus giving public evidence that, as an Apostle to the Gentiles, 
he had a right to bear that name. 

Even the conversion of so distinguished a Roman was not 
a sufficiently prominent fact to fix special attention to this 
period in the life of the Apostle; it had to be rendered more 
important and rich in results, by the victorious opposition to 
and struggle of the true divine faith with false, magical and 
demoniacal beliefs. For this reason, the moment at which the 
name of Paul receives its meaning, is the moment of the address 
which overpowers the sorcerer, xiii. 9. SauXo? 82, 6 KOL IlauXoc, 
trXij(r0t=ic 7rvtifiaTog ayiov, KOI artviaaq elg avrbv alirev, &c. So 
two different moments in the life of Peter are joined in one act, 
that Paul may enter on the scene as an Apostle to the Gentiles 
in his first important apostolic action. 

Such narratives as those of the two sorcerers in Acts viii. 
and xiii. are no doubt commonly considered worthy of historic 
credence, because sorcerers and enchanters were very general 
phenomena of that time, and received ready acceptance from 
men of tlje first standing. Of course this cannot be denied, 
and we see an example of the kind in Josephus (Antiq. xx. 7), 
where he mentions the sorcerer, Simon of Cyprus, who was 
much thought of by Felix, the Roman Procurator of Judea; 
and the more common certain phenomena of the age are, the 
more natural it is that tradition and poetry should borrow their 
materials from them. It is for this reason, that if we wish to 
prove the truth of the narratives in the Acts of the Apostles, 
we must not appeal to Alexander of Abonoteichos, described by 
Lucian, whose prophecies were eagerly sought after by the 
most important men in Rome, and whose most zealous adherent 
was the Roman statesman Rutilianus.* It is clear that in this 

* Neander, Gesch. der Pfi. p. 148. 

7 
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impostor, Lucian does not intend to sketch any historical per
sonage, but only to give a picture of the customs of his time. 
That the Acts of the Apostles gives to the sorcerer the name of 
Bar-Jesus, and says of him that he was a Jewish false prophet, 
also testifies nothing to the truth of the narrative, as a Jew he 
would be all the more fit to be brought forward in this manner 
as an adversary of the Apostle Paul. But the conversion of the 
Roman Pro-Consul has a very slight degree of probability. 
The Acts of the Apostles does not give us any further particulars 
on the subject, it merely says without mentioning baptism that 
he " believed," and that, in consequence of the miracle wrought 
on the sorcerer, he was further impressed with the reality of the 
doctrine. And how can we think that a conversion took place 
in that class to which a Roman Pro-Consul belonged, and in the 
manner which is here related, when all internal evidence is want
ing as well as any outward testimony, to prove that the impres
sion received was anything else than a momentary effect. If such 
minor circumstances do not in any way strengthen the truth of 
the narrative generally, they must be looked upon from the 
general point of view from which such narratives must be con
sidered, with reference to the entire nature of the historic state
ment of which they form the ingredients. 

The Apostle Paul is said to have wrought a second miracle 
during the same missionary journey at Lystra in Lycaonia, on a 
man lame from his birth, xiv. 8, &c. This miracle also presents 
a duplicate to the one wrought by Peter, and described iii. 1, 4, 
Here, as there, it is a \w\bq IK KoiXlag /m-nrpbg avrou, iii. 2. xiv. 8. 

The relation in which the worker of the miracle is placed to* 
the lame man, is indicated in both places by the word UTEVIZUV 

(arevlaag airy—elire [IlavXoc] xiv. 9 arevivaQ Si UtTpog iig 
OVTOV—dire, iii. 4—and the miracle following is in both cases 
described by the same words, riXXcro Kal irtpiewaru, xiv. 10, 
i£aXXo/z£voc iarr\ KOL irepuTrarei, iii. 8. Only the first narrative 
where the lame man is described as a beggar presents several 
additional corroborative features ; and the second merely says 

file:///w/bq
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of the lame man, Wang TOV awdrivai. As the two miracles are 
exactly alike we might indeed hold the similarity of the two 
narratives, as very natural, if there were not visible in both 
cases a special design, rendering necessary such a miracle, so 
exactly fitted to awaken great attention, and to point out the 
Apostle unmistakeably as a worker of miracles. This end could 
be best carried out by a miracle wrought on a lame man who 
had never been seen to walk, but who now sprang at once to 
his feet, and went about in the sight of all the people, walking 
and leaping and praising God for what had happened to him. 
As this incident (iii. 8.) is related with a purpose, so in xiv. 10, 
the healed man in the same way mixes with the crowd of peo
ple, (rjXXero Kal wEpuiraTei o i Si o x X o i iSovreg, & C . ) * The leading 

* Neander thinks himself obliged to add to his merely referential and translated 
text the following remark: " T o believe this (that the lame man rose and walked 
at the mere word of the Apostle) is really incumbent only on him who recognizes 
the new divine power which was bestowed on mankind through Christ. But even 
to him who is fettered by no mechanical views of nature, who recognizes the might 
of spirit over nature, and a hidden dynamic agreement between soul and body, 
there is at least nothing so incredible in the direct influence of divine strength 
working on the whole inner being of man, bringing about effects of quite a different 
kind from those attainable by the general remedies in the power of nature." In a 
historical critical investigation of the narratives in the Acts of the Apostles, I hold 
it quite superfluous to go into the general dogmatic question as to whether miracles 
are possible, for in such an investigation it is not needed to enquire into the possibility 
of miracle, but only into their credibility, and in this idea are comprised all the 
questions with which criticism has to do. But when others, in evasion of the 
critical questions which as historians they should have investigated, give unquali
fied assent to every miracle which is related in any one of the New Testament 
writings, and think themselves obliged to call to their assistance a theory of 
miracles, without' being able to adduce in its vindication any better argument than 
the accusation that those who do not embrace this view of miracle are wanting in 
true insight into Christianity and nature,—such persons must put up with this 
accusation being thrown back on themselves. A s positive grounds are taken it is 
easy to see how weak they are. The accusation that he who does not believe a 
miracle in the Acts of the Apostles like the one in question, does not acknowledge 
the divine strength of life bestowed on man through Christ, gives a very dishonouring 
idea of Christianity, as it must necessarily follow that miracle belongs so essentially 
to Christianity, that everywhere, where Christianity is not accompanied by miracle it 
does not manifest its divine life-giving power. A s it is acknowledged that no miracle 
now takes place, at least none of the same kind as those now in question, if we do 
not take the legends of the middle ages and of the modern missionary accounts as 

7 * 
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thought of the writer of the history, is, that Paul had wrought 
as great and astonishing a miracle as Peter had done, and by 
the whole affair had made such an impression on the Gentiles 
that none more powerful or more striking could be made. In 
this thought also the narrative is in strict accordance with the 
preceding one. In consequence of the miracle, Paul and Bar-
miracles, and if those who do not share this belief must refuse to recognize the divine 
life principle of Christianity, Christianity must long have been extinct. It is 
therefore only just to make it understood, that a man may fully acknowledge the 
divine life-principle of Christianity, even if he does not consider every one of the 
miracles related in the New Testament as a real actual miracle, because the letter 
of the narrative so describes it. A s far as concerns the reproof of taking a mecha
nical view of nature, we may say that a mechanical view of nature is one which, 
instead of accepting a living natural organism, supposes a purely external relation 
between cause and effect, and considers nature as a machine, set in motion from 
time to time by a force applied from without. This is however the precise view of 
nature which lies at the root of the theory of miracles, for every miracle may be 
considered as an interruption of the natural order, not to be explained by any 
natural cause, and dependent on a connection between cause and effect, regulated 
by an inherent law, the result of an external causality working irregularly, provided 
we do not in this theory of miracles admit the arbitrary idea, which is necessitated 
by the mechanical natural theory. It is not evident what the power of spirit over 
nature has to do with the connection of soul and body as a vindication of the theory 
of miracle. What Schleiermacher, in the well-known proposition in his doctrine of 
faith, has said in regard to the divine omnipotence, " that we cannot be decided as 
to whether the divine omnipotence shows itself most in the interruption of the 
order of nature, or in the sustaining it in the usual course," refers in the same way 
to the power of spirit over nature. Spirit shows its power over nature, not in 
interruption and disturbance of the arrangements of nature, but, as its essence is 
legality, through the fact that it is the law itself. However, judging by the argument 
in the above extract, the power of the spirit over nature and the hidden dynamic 
connection between soul and. body seems to be remembered with a view to the 
partial naturalizing of miracle. A miracle such as the one in question, viz., the 
healing of a man lame from his birth by a mere word, is supposed to become more 
credible, if we think of it, first, as the action of divine power on the whole inner 
being of the man, and then of the healing itself as the result of the direct influence 
of this action, so that the healing is the consequence of the hidden but natural 
connection between soul and bodv. Miracle must also be explained psychologically, 
it follows certainly from the dynamic connection between soul and body, that the 
active healing power works through the mediation of the soul operating on the 
body according to its own laws. But how does the divine power itself affect the 
soul ? In a natural or spiritual manner ? If in a natural manner, then there is 
no further question of miracle. And it must then be explained how the healing 
which resulted from it is nevertheless represented as a miracle. If it affects the 
body in a supernatural manner, the miracle remains, and it is not evident what 
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nabas were heldl)y the astonished people to be gods, who had 
come down from heaven to earth in the likeness of men. They 
called Paul Hermes, and Barnabas Zeus, and in this delusion 
preparations were made by the priests of Zeus in Lystra, for 
a solemn sacrifice to the two above-mentioned gods, when the 
two Apostles, who from ignorance of the language did not 
mark what was going on, interfered just in time to prevent, 
with great difficulty, the completion of the hateful act which was 
already so far advanced. The whole affair considered in all its 
bearings has certainly a very strange and romantic aspect, and 
we cannot avoid asking why, among all the miracles which the 
Apostle wrought, this should have had so remarkable a result ? 
why this idolatrous scene at Lystra should have taken place ? 
why the people should so suddenly have gone from one extreme 
to the other, that on account of Ihe insinuations of some Jews 
from Antioch, they chased with stones out of the city and left 
for dead, the same Apostles to whom just before they had 
been willing to offer sacrifice as gods ? All that we can say 
on this subject is comprised in what Olshausen remarks, " The 
Gentiles took Paul and Barnabas for Hermes and Zeus, 

is gained by the argument, which goes to prove that it can be explained naturally. 
Where a miracle is accepted, (unless we are playing with idle words,) there must 
also be accepted an interruption and disturbance of the order of nature; but in 
accepting miracle, it is perfectly the same whether it is accepted from one point of 
view or another, and perfectly useless to try to conceal this interruption of the 
order of nature by speaking of the hidden dynamic connection between soul 
and body, thereby awakening suspicion that the interruption of the order of 
nature is not so easily disposed of, as is really the case. If we do not hesitate 
to heap miracle upon miracle, then we must not hesitate to confess without affec
tation or equivocation that we are always ready to tear away every thread of 
the order of nature on any available occasion. Perhaps we may convince ourselves 
that the belief in miracles at least might be grounded on better reasons than are 
here used, and that it may not be so superfluous in some isolated cases to Inquire 
whether, in consequence of the entire nature of a narrative of a miracle, we are, I 
will not say obliged, but entitled, to accept the real actual miracle theory. But as 
such things are generally treated, it can be no great task to defend any such legend
ary miracle with such striking words as " New divine life power," Mechanical view 
of nature," " Power of spirit over nature," " Hidden dynamic agreement between 
soul and body," &c. 
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because these gods did once visit Philemon and Baucis the 
ancient inhabitants of this place. These occurrences are spe
cially interesting in so far as they show that the belief in the 
ancient doctrines of the gods still had deep root in the life of 
the people, for we must remember that this event took place 
in a small remote town where the philosophical enlightenment 
of the Augustan age had not yet penetrated." But if we 
appeal to the tradition of Philemon and Baucis, what right 
have we to assume, that not only had the Greek and Roman 
poets who relate the tradition, transplanted its scene into 
Phrygia and the neighbouring countries, (this locality being 
a favourite theatre for primitive mythical occurrences of this 
kind), but that the inhabitants of these places themselves 
entertained it as a native tradition and really preserved it as a 
foundation of their religious belief. There is also unquestion
ably a very great difference between a fact such as is described 
here, and what is spoken of by Homer, and pathetically de
scribed by Neander as "a belief spread widely among the 
heathen from the most ancient times, springing from the 
depth of the human breast, from the undeniable feeling of the 
connection of the human race with God, a belief that the 
Gods descend in human form in order to dispense benefits 
among men," Still less can we understand, how, according 
to Neander's assertion, this beliof was furthered by the reli
gious ferment at that time existing. Religious ferment rather 
promotes doubt and unbelief, and although that age with its 
unbelief was still at the same time much addicted to a faith 
in a direct union with the higher supernatural world, still it 
was by no means the child-like faith of the Homeric world, 
which was still at that time cherished, or to which men had 
recurred; but it was rather a belief in Sorcery, uniting the 
natural and supernatural worlds, supported on a belief in the 
power of Demons. For this reason we should have thought 
it much more natural if the people in their astonishment at 
the workers of the miracle had taken them for sorcerers and 
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magicians, instead of seeing in them an Homer, i. e. Homeric in
carnation of the Gods. This may be elucidated by an example 
lying near at hand. The same locality which is assigned to the 
tradition of the pious couple Philemon and Baucis, also be
longs to the well known soothsayer and miracle worker, 
Apollonius of Tyana.* According to his biographer, Philo-
stratus, he was supposed by the inhabitants of the country 
in which he was born to be a son of Zeus, but even this 
must be taken on the authority of the exaggerated statement 
of Philostratus, and the truth is that originally he held no 
higher place in the estimation of the people than that of a 
sorcerer. 

The historic trustworthiness of this narrative is not such as 
to confirm the opinion that this belief in the appearance of 
the Gods of the Homeric and Pre-Homeric age, was existing 
at the time we were speaking of. }Ve are undoubtedly re
minded by it of the old traditions of the appearance of the 
gods, especially of the tradition of Philemon and Baucis, but 
criticism, instead of taking such tradition as a confirmation of 
the historic truth of the facts here related, has to turn back 
and ask, whether the pretended fact itself is to be looked at as 
anything but an imitation of the ancient mythical occurrence. 
The apologetic parallelism between the two Apostles, gives 
here also the simple key to the explanation of the pretended 
fact, which fact is all the more incredible, that the miracle on 
whose reality it relies, is no less incredible. It is especially 
stated in the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, with re
spect to the elder Apostles and to Peter, that they were 
honoured by the people with a true religious veneration as 
superhuman beings. The Apostles collectively are thus de
picted, v. 11, &c. 

* Ovid says, Metamorphoses, 8, 719, after he had described the transformation of 
the aged couple into two trees entwining together, 

" Ostendit adhuc Tyane'ius illic 
Incola lie gemina vicinos arbore truncos.n 
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The author of the Acts of the Apostles describes Peter in a 
very especial manner as being looked upon in the light of a lofty 
superhuman being, by a Gentile, when Cornelius at the en
trance of Peter into his house fell with religious reverence at 
the Apostle's feet (ireawv Iwl rove 7ro8ac irpoaiKvvr\(nv9 x. 25,) and 
Peter taking him up said: avaarriOi, KayO) avrbg avOpwrrog slfu. 
Just in the same sense the two Apostles say to the Gentiles at 
Lystra, who were worshipping them as gods, avSptg, T\ ravra 

(xiv. 15.) If 
the author of the Acts of the Apostles wished to make his 
Apostle Paul participate in this reverence and glorification, 
resulting from a deep impression of his superhuman dignity, 
what better opportunity could be afforded, than among the 
inhabitants of a country in which the traditions of the faith of 
bygone ages still subsisted, meaning that the gods appeared 
in the likeness of men, and until they were recognized and 
worshipped as gods by those who were awe-struck at the mi
racles wrought by them.* 

But will the speeches and doctrinal discourses which the 
Apostle delivered during his first missionary journey give us a 
truer picture of his apostolic activity ? W e might justly ex
pect this to be the case. The more independently the Apostle 
entered on his path the more ought we to gather his very self 
from his works, the fresher he came to the work laid upon him, 
the more clearly he ought to display the Pauline spirit in his 
speeches. But with regard to this also we are deceived in our 
expectations. How little does the lengthy address with which 

* That just the same two gods who are said to have appeared to Philemon and 
Baucis, viz., Hermes and Zeus, (Jupiter hue specie mortali cumque parente venit 
Atlantiades positis caducifer alis,)—Ov. Met. 8,626, here enter on the scene—seems 
to indicate that the author was thinking of this very tradition, or at least of one 
very similar. The appearance of these gods was also at that time accompanied by 
miracles exciting astonishment, The author of the Acts of the Apostles 
shows here how he usually fills the part of a literary, descriptive, and learned 
writer, and knows how to utilize this peculiarity in his statement, as a connoisseur 
in mythology. Compare what he says, xix. 24, about the Ephesian Artemis, and, 
xvii, about the description of Athens. 
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the Apostle makes his first appearance in the synagogue at 
Antioch, bear a Pauline character ? How striking on the con
trary is the dependent relation in which it stands to the speeches 
delivered in the preceding part of the Acts of the Apostles. 
The speech takes in its first part a purely historical character. 
It begins with a narrative of the favours which God had shown 
from the earliest times to the Israelites, in that he chose their 
fathers, exalted their descendants in Egypt to be a peculiar 
people, led them out of Egypt by His miraculous power, 
accompanied them through the wilderness, and bestowed on 
them the Land of Canaan as their own possession, and espe
cially in that He had given them David, the man after His own 
heart, for a King. Such a review of the favours and guidance 
of God, since the days of the patriarchs, is given in the speech 
of Stephen, (vii.) only this speech starts from a different point 
of view, and is carried on into further details which are here 
abridged. Both speeches take for their leading idea the time of 
the patriarchs, the period in which the people were in Egypt 
and that of King David. (Compare especially xiii. 17. TOV \abv 
vxfjwaev with vii. 17. rju£ncrev 6 \abg Kal iirXriOvvQri iv Alyvirrtp.) 
The next chief division of the speech, v. 23-31, harmonizes most 
with the two speeches of the Apostle Peter, v. 37-41. (John the 
Baptist is n6t here in any way brought forward) and iii. 13-17. 
Compare especially ol apxovTtg avT&v TOVTOV ayvofoavTeg, &c. 
&c. xiii. 27. and Kara ayvoiav iirpa^aTt Sxnrep Kal ol ap\ovTeg 
ifibJVi iii. 17. 'O Otbg fiyetpev aifTov IK vtKpu>v. otrtveg 
U<TL fiapTvpeg avrov irpbg TOV Xa6v, xiii. 30, and ov 6 Oebg 
yyupev iv vcjcpuv, ov rifiug papTvpeg iafitv, iii. 15. The succeeding 
clause, v. 32-37, is in connection with Peter's speech, where the 
same argument is drawn from the same passage of the Psalms 
which is here also the principal passage. For the conclusion 
which follows: Sia TOVTOV ifiiv atpzcng afiapTiwv icarcryyAA^rcu, 
ical airb wavTwv, wv OVK YISWYIOTITE iv Tt$ v6p<v Maxriwg 
SucaiwOrivai, iv TOVT<^ wag 6 iriaTtvwv SiicaiovTai, xiii. 38, 3 9 ; 
there can bo of course no parallel with the preceding, but 
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must not these concluding words give us the impression that 
the author may himself have felt, after he had made the Apostle 
Paul speak long enough in the manner of Peter that he ought 
now to make him say something specially Pauline. If the 
most general thought in the Pauline doctrine of justification 
as it is represented in the epistles of the Apostle were to be 
abstracted and set forth separately, it could not be done in a 
more complete manner than this. But consequently, how 
foreign is the relation in which this doctrine stands to the text 
of the speech, how purposeless it is to introduce it here for 
the first time at the end of the discourse ! " This part of the 
speech seems to have made a like impression on Olshausen, for 
he remarks on xiii. 37, " It is a striking thing in the Christian 
consciousness of the later Church that the Apostle Paul here 
lays all the stress on the resurrection, and not on the death of 
the Lord, as does Peter also in the speeches in the first part of 
the Acts. Yes : Paul here joins as it seems the a<peaig afiapnwv 
to the resurrection, as in his epistles he presents the death 
of Christ as the source of the forgiveness of sins. In this 
view the Apostle's manner of teaching may be thoroughly 
understood, if we reflect that in the missionary speeches by 
which men were to be convinced that Christ was the Messiah, 
he could not develop more closely the contents of the Gospel, 
but felt it of the most importance to lay the foundation of the 
belief in the Messiahship of Jesus. But the death of Christ 
was an occasion of offence and had therefore to be kept in the 
back ground, on the other hand, the resurrection contained 
a special strength of argument, and therefore it is made a pre
dominant subject of the speech." If the striking feature of 
this speech be explained by the occasion of offence which the 
death of Jesus was to the Jews, we must remember that this 
offence could never be avoided, that no speech of this kind 
could have been delivered without speaking of the death of 
Jesus, neither was the death of Jesus left in the back ground 
(in this speech it is by no means so left, xiii. 27-29.) but on 
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the contrary, it is placed in such a relation to the Gospel doc
trine of salvation, that it appears as an essential portion of it. 
Two ways of treating the subject are open, either that the 
death of Jesus should be so spoken of, as to add greater weight 
to the resurrection, or so treated as to be considered the cause 
of the forgiveness of sins of course still taking the resurrec
tion for granted. The first manner is the tendency of the 
speech of Peter, the other, the peculiar Pauline way of treat
ment. But if, in considering the peculiarities of this speech, 
it is asserted that there is not so much said about the death as 
about the resurrection, still nothing is explained, as we cannot 
perceive why there is nothing said about the forgiveness of 
sins through the death of Jesus, nor why the latter does not 
serve as a ground for the belief in the Messiahship of Jesus, 
the explanation seems to be evaded by saying that the speech 
does not so much bear the stamp of Paul as that of Peter. It 
does not, however, bear this stamp in the above extract from 
Olshausen, but in the preceding one, and if the peculiar 
Pauline idea of the insufficiency of the law for justification is 
again enunciated, xiii. 38-39, it by no means follows as Olshau
sen thinks, that the authenticity of the speech is thus confirmed 
in the strongest manner, for the way in which this is done 
serves as we have already seen only to make it more doubtful. 

It results from all this, that we cannot place ourselves on the 
standpoint of the author, and only from that standpoint could 
it be possible to give a recapitulation of the earlier speeches of 
the Acts of the Apostles, as is here done; and to make the 
Apostle Paul deliver a speech so thoroughly characteristic of 
Peter that its Pauline conclusion seems to be purposely ar
ranged in order to remind the reader, of what he might have 
otherwise forgotten, namely, that it.really was not Peter but 
Paul who was speaking. The threat contained in the con
cluding words is evidently connected with what is afterwards 
related with regard to the consequences of the speech, namely 
that the Gospel was rejected in the most decided manner and 
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with the greatest hatred against the Apostle, by the Jews at 
Antioch, xiii. 45. That which really afterwards happened is 
foreseen by the speaker, little as such a change in affairs 
could be expected after xiii. 42. A speech which indicates so 
clearly the links by which its individual elements are joined 
can have no great claim to Pauline originality. What then 
remains certain to us concerning this first missionary journey 
of the Apostle, during which Christian churches in so many 
places were founded and organized? The history gives no 
further information about the churches in the places it names, 
and it will be shown in the sequel, how much uncertainty pre
vails as to which of the Apostles the Acts of the Apostles 
intends to set forth as having been the first to preach the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, after it had been rejected by the Jews, 
according to what had been predicted of them. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN THE APOSTLE PAUL AND THE ELDER 

APOSTLES AT JERUSALEM.—ACTS XV., GALATIANS II. 

W E now for the first time arrive at a point from which we 
may gain some positive result, as we can take the historical 
testimony of the Apostle himself, together with the statement 
in the Acts of the Apostles, which latter is for the most part of 
negative value in historical criticism. But this result can only 
be attained by a criticism which works on different principles 
from the usual ones. 

The two first chapters of the Epistle to the Galatians form a 
historical document of the greatest importance in our investi
gations into the true standpoint of the Apostle and his rela
tions to the elder Apostles. But if these chapters are to be 
of any value in the interest of the truth of the history, we 
must first of all free ourselves from the common arbitrary sup
positions which generally attend this enquiry, by which the 
most complete harmony is established between the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles and the Apostle Paul, and one narra
tive is used as a confirmation of the other. It is self-evident 
that as the Apostle appears as an eye-witness and individual 
actor in his own affairs, his statement alone ought to be held as 
authentic. Then again an unfavourable light is thus shed on 
the Acts of the Apostles, the statements in which can only be 
looked at as intentional deviations from historical truth in the 
interest of the special tendency which they possess. But if we 
entirely ignore the fact that such a position of the Acts of the 
Apostles with regard to history cannot be surprising consider
ing the results of the foregoing enquiry, we then have to deal 
simply with the discrepancies that really lie before us. All 
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attempts at the reconciliation of the two accounts as they are 
generally presented by interpreters and critics are but useless 
trouble, and they not only result in a heterogeneous mixture of 
the meaning of the Apostle's words, but also in the conceal
ment of the truth of the historical facts, or at least in placing 
them in a false light, and in ascribing to the character of the 
Apostle what can only redound to his disadvantage. 

In order to make as much use as possible in the interest of 
historical truth of so authentic an account as that which the 
Apostle himself gives to the elder Apostles of the course of his 
Christian development, and his whole apostolic position, we 
must not overlook what he testifies as to the events most closely 
depending on his conversion. Here we meet at once with 
discrepancies between this account and that of the Acts of the 
Apostles, which show very seriously the want of historical 
truth in the latter. According to Acts ix. 22, the Apostle re
mained for some time in Damascus after he had been baptized 
by Ananias and received into the Christian community, and 
during this time was zealously occupied in accordance with his 
newly-gained convictions in seeking to persuade the Jews in 
Damascus of the truth that Jesus was the Messiah. But as he was 
waylaid by the Jews and his life endangered, his leaving the city 
of Damascus became necessary, and he went to Jerusalem, ix. 26. 
Now in the Epistle to the Galatians, i. 16, the Apostle himself 
says that immediately after his conversion he went not to 
Damascus but into Arabia, and from there again back to 
Damascus, and then three years afterwards travelled to Jeru
salem. The cause of his leaving Damascus was undoubtedly 
the danger with which he was threatened by the Ethnarch of 
King Aretas in Damascus, and although this cause is not spoken 
of in the Epistle to the Galatians, it is mentioned by the 
Apostle himself (2 Corinthians, xi. 32), and it cannot be placed 
in any other period than is there assigned to it. In this part of 
the circumstance indeed the two accounts agree; in the rest 
the difference is great enough: not only does tho Acts of the 
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Apostles pass over in complete silence the journey of the 
Apostle into Arabia, but speaks of his sojourn in Damascus as 
merely of some days' duration, whilst the Apostle himself says 
that years elapsed between his conversion and his journey to 
Jerusalem. Even if we put a wide construction on fifiipag Uavag, 
ix. 23 , and justly place the journey to Arabia in this time, as is 
done in Galatians, i. 17, we do not get the length of the sojourn 
in Arabia. W e must then certainly confess that the expression 
rifiipat Uavai has no fitting reference to a time extending over 
full three years. But if we are inclined to set aside the expres
sion, this would be only possible in the case of the connexion of 
this passage, making it probable that r\pipai iicavai really is to, 
be understood as a space of time comprising several years. This 
is not the case : indeed, the facts are exactly contrary; what is 
said (ix. 26), about the return of the Apostle to Jerusalem, 
that he irapaysvopevog ug 'lepovaaiXrjfi iireiparo tcoWacrOai roig 
fiaOriraig Kal navrsg ifyofiovvro avrbv, fir) wioTevovrag, on iorrt 

fiadtirrig, places us manifestly in a time which could not have 
been very distant from the conversion of the Apostle, still 
preserving/tlie fresh impression of so unexpected an occurrence 
and one^so incredible, and which is therefore described by 
the author of the Acts of the Apostles as having been reckoned 
not by years but by days. The Apostle endeavoured when he 
came to Jerusalem to ally himself with the disciples as one who 
belonged to them and was as one of them (we may compare on 
this idea, KoWaaOai, v. 13 ) ; but they all timidly avoided him, 
they would not come near their old enemy and persecutor, be
cause they did not believe that he was a disciple. How could 
this have been possible, if at that time a period of more than 
three years had elapsed since the conversion of the Apostle ? 
and if, during that time, he had not merely laboured in the cause 
of the Gospel in distant Arabia, where his sojourn perhaps did 
not last long; but in Damascus, which was not far distant from 
Jerusalem ? Could he not have arranged that a more accurate 
knowledge should have been imparted of that remarkable oc-
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currence, especially as the aim of the Apostle's journey to 
Damascus corroborates the supposition* of intercourse between 
the two cities, and this same aim must also be taken as the 
subject of the Apostle's labours at this time Acts ix. 20. 
Besides, had not many real proofs been for a long time given 
of the change that had taken place in him ? 

In both the speeches in which the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles makes the Apostle himself tell the story of his con
version, his journey to Jerusalem is mentioned in direct con
nexion with it, and without any indication of a long interval 
having elapsed between the two occurrences (xxii. 16, 17, 
xxvi. 20). It is true that in both these passages the narrative 
is so condensed that the second really proves nothing, but 
simply serves to confirm the first. But between these and the 
narrative in the Epistle to the Galatians there is a contradiction 
which cannofr be got over, and which shows how completely 
untenable is the supposition that the author was placed in a 
position which allows him to be quoted as an authority. But 
as this conspicuous discrepancy is not only most important in 
itself, but enhances deeply and fatally the difference between 
the two narratives, how futile it is to contend about minor 
points. The Apostle, in the Epistle to the Galatians, asserts in 
the most decided and solemn manner that he had not received 
his Gospel from man, but immediately through the fact that 
God had revealed His Son in him. Immediately after he had 
received from God the charge to declare the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, he t s conferred not with flesh and blood," neither with 
men in general, nor especially with the Apostles who were con
nected with him by common national ties, (expressed also by 
<ra/o£ Kal 'aX/xa), neither did he go to Jerusalem to the elder 
Apostles, but into Arabia, and from thence to Damascus, and 
then at the expiration of three years first went to Jerusalem. 

It is clear that here the Apostle does all in his power (2 Si 
ypatyto ifilv, iSov evwwtov TOV OSOV on ov xpsvSofiai, i. 20), to 
meet the assertion that now for the first time since his conver-
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sion he was in such a relation to the elder Apostles that his 
apostolic mission could be looked upon as an emanation from 
their apostolic authority. He wishes to enter on his apostolic 
mission under the influence of a revelation vouchsafed to him 
alone, in a perfectly free and independent manner, unbiassed 
by any human interposition. In this view it certainly appears 
most probable that he spent the first period after his conversion 
in Arabia and Damascus, not in Jerusalem nor in any place 
where he could enter into any nearer relations with the elder 
Apostles. Even when he returned to Jerusalem at the ex
piration of three years, after a time had elapsed in which he 
must have decided on what his apostolic character should be, 
his aim seems in no way to have been to get his call authorized 
by the elder Apostles, but only to make the acquaintance of Peter, 
who during their fifteen days intercourse sufficiently showed that 
he had nothing to allege against Paul's apostolic call. If the 
Apostle had been in companionship with the rest of the assem
bled Apostles, or even with some of them, this intercourse 
would have appeared in his being legitimately received by them 
as an Apostle. For this reason he lays peculiar stress on the 
circumstance that during that time he saw no Apostle but 
Peter, for Peter could not have authorized him to assume the 
apostolic office without the express consent of the rest of the 
Apostles, although by his own behaviour towards Paul he gave 
the most valuable testimony to his entire acquiescence in the 
apostolic mission of the latter. Every idea of the authorization 
of the apostolic office of Paul by the other Apostles during th© 
period immediately succeeding, is done away with by the fact 
that Paul was in Syria and Cilicia, and did not come into con
tact with the Church in Judea. The chief point towards which 
these remarks tend, is undoubtedly that which is expressed by 
the Apostle in a tone of the deepest and most assured confi
dence, namely, that during the whole period treated of in chap, 
i. nothing took place between him and the other Apostles 
which could be taken as a sign of subordination or dependence 

8 
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on his part. He would not be disposed to give up any of his 
independence, because the more dependent on the rest of the 
Apostles he appeared the more the independence of his call 
might be called in question. But if we take into consideration 
that the opponents of the Apostle, as we see in his Epistles, 
made use of the authority of the other Apostles to his disad
vantage in the churches, and placed his doctrine in opposition 
to that of the other Apostles, what necessity was there for his so 
insisting on the independence of his position ? If he had ever 
acknowledged the relation of dependence on the rest of the 
Apostles; if he had not emphatically persisted in declaring that 
not only by their permission, but because he was as much an 
Apostle as they were, he had thrown off their authority with 
regard to any difference in doctrine existing between himself 
and them, he would have failed in establishing and maintaining 
a principle which it was his office to uphold against the other 
Apostles as the most essential one of Christianity. The whole 
significance of his apostolic labours depended on the fact that 
he was a specially called Apostle, and independent of all the 
other Apostles. In this way only could he, with regard to the 
mode of his adoption into Christianity, claim the right which 
each of the other Apostles asserted he possessed; and it is per
fectly clear of what great moment this was to Paul, of what 
great importance it must have been for his interest to insist on 
his well-grounded right with every sign of determination, by the 
simple statement of the actual historical truth. But how does 
the statement in the Acts of the Apostles agree with this ? 
What does the author say, when we compare his account with 
the direct assertion of the Apostle himself? Exactly the oppo
site of what the Apostle has asserted in the most decided and 
most solemn manner. In Acts ix. 27, the Apostle is repre
sented as actually having passed some time' with the Apostles 
assembled in Jerusalem, and this soon after his conversion. 
Should we wish to pass over this discrepancy on which we 
have before remarked, and assume that Acts ix. 27, speaks of 
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the same residence of the Apostle in Jerusalem, which he him
self mentions, Gal. i. 17, it is very clear that the impression, 
which the Apostle was most careful in endeavouring to guard 
against, namely that of any appearance of his having received 
an authorization of his apostolic office from the rest of the 
Apostles, here obtains the highest confirmation. W e cannot 
avoid seeing this, if (as is stated, ix. 27) he really were intro
duced by Barnabas into the circle of the Apostles (for so must 
these words be taken in any case, riyayt irpbg roue airooroXovg, 
even if one or other of the Apostles may have been absent) and 
then laid before them an account of the occurrences on the road 
to Damascus for their decision and recognition. If this account 
be held as authentic it would really make the Apostle a liar, and it 
is simply incredible that he should have given the assurance a Si 
ypa<p(t) i/itv, iSov ivwiriov TOV OBOV on OV xptvSo/iat. On the other 
hand his statement cannot but appear strange beside that of the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles, as the difference between him 
and the Apostle seems greater the more closely we consider it. 
What a striking contradiction lies in this, that the Acts of the 
Apostles represents the Gospel as being preached by the Apos
tle at that time in Jerusalem, as well as in Judea, whilst he 
himself, Galatians i. 22, says he was not personally known to 
the Christian churches in Judea, that they had only heard that 
their former persecutor was now preaching the faith which he 
formerly sought to destroy, and praised God on that account. 

How does this agree with the wappriaiaZeadai iv TCJI bvofian 
TOV Kvpiov 'IIJCXOD (iv rlepovaa\r)fi) and with the assertion put 
into the mouth of the Apostle himself, xxvi. 20 : rolg iv Aafiaaicq 
TTpwTOv Kal 'lzpoaoXvfioiQ Big iratrdv TB Trjv ywpav TY)Q 'lovSaiag Kal 
Tolg EOVEGIV a7rayyE\\u)v ixETavotlv. At what period then can this 
have taken place, if not during th^t in which, according to the 
Apostle's own assurance it did not occur ? for he never went 
afterwards with such an object to Jerusalem. If he had for 
a long while laboured with all boldness in proclaiming the 
Gospel in Jerusalem he could not have been so unknown in the 

8 * 
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churches of Judea. The Acts of the Apostles gives a character 
of publicity to the residence of the Apostle in Jerusalem at that 
time, to which it could never pretend according to the descrip
tion given of it by the Apostle himself. How can we think that 
in the short space of time in which he was occupied by his self-
impoded errand, that of conferring with the Apostle Peter, he 
could have acted in such a manner as is described in the Acts 
of the Apostles. In connection with the whole of this anoma
lous statement, the Acts of the Apostles gives another cause^ 
for his departure from Jerusalem. In his zeal for the Gospel 
he came into collision with the Hellenists, and, because they 
sought to put him to death, the brethren brought him for 
safety to Cessarea. Not mere Jews, but Hellenists are here 
named, apparently under the supposition that they must have 
been in antagonism with him as a converted Hellenist, because 
this had been already the case with Stephen, Acts vi. 8, and 
because afterwards the Hellenists showed themselves especially 
hostile to Paul. The Apostle himself says nothing at all of 
this. W e see at once that in his journey to Jerusalem he did 
not intend to remain long there, and to open there for himself 
a field of labour for the preaching of the Gospel. As he was 
destined from the beginning to be an Apostle to the Gentiles, 
he wished to enter on his appointed field of labour in Syria 
and Cilicia; but he took Jerusalem on his way thither, in order, 
as was very natural, to inaugurate his relations with the elder 
Apostles, now that so much was developed in him, and he was 
decided as to the standpoint he should maintain. 

Fourteen years after, it may have been after that journey 
which is spoken of Galatians i. 18, after his conversion, or 
at any rate after a greater number of years had elapsed, the 
Apostle again went to Jerusalem. If we had not the Acts of 
the Apostles to refer to, which describes the apostolic activity 
which had been in operation during this time, we should be 
obliged to assume that "he had fulfilled the purpose with which 
he had left Jerusalem and gone into Gentile countries. The 
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Apostle was now labouring as an apostle to the Gentiles; he 
had converted many Gentiles and founded many Christian 
churches; but the greater the strides were which the Gospel 
made among the Gentiles, the greater was the importance which 
the Gentile Christians assumed over the Jewish Christians, and 
the more doubtful men were in Jerusalem, as to whether the 
Gentiles could directly participate in the Messianic salvation 
without the intervention of Judaism. That question which had 
made but little apparent difference on the occasion of the 
Apostle's first journey to Jerusalem, because the matter to 
which it referred then lay in the far distance, now was of the 
greatest practical importance. This question was whether such 
a Gentile Christianity as the Pauline Christianity had now be* 
come, ought to be recognized and tolerated from a Jewish 
standpoint. It could not be denied that in Jerusalem and 
Judea a very important part, if not indeed the whole of the 
Jewish Christians, was against this recognition. According 
to Acts xv. 1, as soon as the zeal of the Apostle began to 
bring forth greatly increasing fruits in Gentile countries, steps 
began to be taken in Jerusalem in order to put hindrances 
in his way. Therefore from the very nature of the case, 
it might be expected that the Apostle after a long interval, 
should resolve on a fresh journey to Jerusalem in the 
interest of his apostolic office among the Gentiles. That 
this resolution to go to Jerusalem was inspired by an a7ro-
KaXvxpig, a special divine command summoning him thither 
(Galatians ii. 2 ) , does not in any way set aside the cause 
above assigned to the journey, but rather shows all the more 
certainly that this matter was then occupying his mind in a 
very vivid and important manner, and the reason of this must 
be sought in the posture of affairs at that time. He accord
ingly resolved to journey to Jerusalem and to take counsel 
with the members of the Church there, and with all the 
Apostles who might be in the city, upon the principles which he 
followed in the promulgation of the Gospel, and in virtue of 
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which he considered himself the Apostle of the Gentiles. He 
also resolved to lay his Gospel before them in order to see how 
it stood with regard to them, and that by a public statement of 
his views and principles it might be pnt to the proof whether 
or not he could maintain them, although he himself was not in 
the slightest degree doubtful or uncertain on the point. There
fore he made a fresh journey to Jerusalem, but how this 
journey (Galatians ii. 1), stands related to the journeys to 
Jerusalem narrated in the Acts of the Apostles has been end
lessly treated of in modern times, as if it were an absolute im
possibility to come to a certain result on the subject. The Acts 
of the Apostles makes the Apostle, after the journey, ix. 26 
(which must apparently at least be assumed to be the journey in 
Galatians i. 18,) travel twice from Antioch to Jerusalem in 
company with Barnabas, xi. 30, xv. 2. As the Apostle, Gal. 
ii. 1, seems to speak of a second journey after the first, i. 18, 
(although irakiv is not so strong as Stirspov), so also does it 
seem that we may assume it to be the journey in Acts 30. 
But in Acts xi, 30, not the slightest hint is given of such an 
aim of the journey, whilst that spoken of in xv. 2, at least 
touches in a general manner on the lhatter in question. If we 
should be inclined to take the journey in Acts xv. 2, as being 
referred to in Gal. ii. 1, rather than the journey in xi. 30, on the 
other hand the possibility of going beyond Acts xi. 30, becomes 
cut off by the following argument: the Apostle could not cer
tainly have given up his object between the journeys spoken of 
in Acts xi. and xv. His object required that no communication 
with the Apostles should be mentioned as occurring between 
Gal. i. 18, and ii. 1 ; else the proof of his teachings being inde
pendent of the tuition of the rest of the Apostles would be 
wanting; he would have been concealing something which 
would have worked disadvantageously in the cause of the inde
pendence he was asserting, and he would not have given a 
faithful account of the circumstances of his life as far as they 
regarded this independence. If the object of the Apostle (Gal. 
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i. and ii.) was confined to a mere intention of showing that he 
had learnt his doctrine from no man, not even from the 
Apostles, we might justly rejoin that it therefore much more 
depended on the Apostle to assert the independence and free
dom of his apostolic authority by spoken arguments. For this 
reason it could not have been his intention to give a complete 
narrative of his journeys to Jerusalem; he only wished to render 
those events conspicuous which would be of the most value as 
decided proofs of the independence of his apostolic authority. 
The first period of his apostolic labours was the only one that 
could have been affected by the assurance that he stood towards 
the elder Apostles in no such relation as would have any influ
ence on his doctrine. If he had once taught and worked as an 
Apostle, independently of the other Apostles, it would not have 
mattered whether he had been with them in Jerusalem or not, 
he might have received his doctrine even directly from them, 
but the way and manner in which the rest of the Apostles ac
knowledged his principles would be of the greatest importance. 
It seems then clear that he does not call attention to his 
journey to Jerusalem (Gal. ii. 1), as following another journey 
before spoken of, but only on account of the particular transac
tions which took place in consequence of it. But there still 
remains something behind all this which is not so easily disposed 
of. If we fairly consider the words we must conclude (espe
cially if we think of the meaning of the preposition Sm used in 
Gal. ii. 1), the most probable view to be, that the Apostle never 
went at all to Jerusalem during that interval. In. Galatians 
i. 19, he makes a certain exception which he would not have 
been able to do if in the interval he had been to Jerusalem. 
The question then presents itself, whether it is of any special 
consequence to bring the journeys of which • the Apostle here 
speaks so entirely into harmony with those mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles ? What specially would be gained by 
taking as identical the journey, Gal. ii. 1, and that in Acts xi. 
30, or xv. 2 ? If we take it as identical with xi. 30, we then 
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indeed have this advantage, that the journey, Gal. ii. 1, follows 
chronologically on the first, i. 18, just as the journey, Acts xi. 
30, follows the first, ix. 26 ; but this is all, and it does not in 
any way result from this external resemblance that the journey, 
Acts xi. 30, is really and truly identical with that in Gal. ii. 1. 
Not only is there no further point of resemblance in regard to 
the cause and object of the journey, to which a completely 
different aim is assigned in Acts xi. 3 0 ; but the question may 
be raised whether the journey, Acts xi. ,30, is not an erroneous 
statement, a mere fiction, which is not so very unlikely a 
supposition in such a narrative as the Acts of the Apostles. If 
we suppose that the Apostle (Gal. ii. 1), only mentioned his 
second journey, we do not really know whether that is the one, 
Acts xi. 30. But granting this, we find that in regard to Acts 
xi. 30, everything is so uncertain and undefined, that the iden
tity with this journey fails, and is more likely to exist with that 
in Acts xv. 2. But if we grant this, thinking it more probable 
from the external chronological facts, and the internal relations 
of the affair, what do we then gain ? It is clear that the same 
reason which militates against the identity of Gal. ii. 1 and Acts 
xi. 30, may also be alleged against that of Gal. ii. 1 and Acts 
xv. 2, for it may justly be argued in defence of the identity of 
Gal. ii. 1 and Acts xi. 30, that the whole circumstances of the 
affair in Gal. ii. 1 are not so completely in harmony with the 
transactions in Acts xv. 2, that we are really justified in up
holding the identity of the two journeys. And if the advantage 
of maintaining the authenticity of these two journeys can only 
be maintained by giving up Acts xi. 30, of what use is the sup
position that what the Apostle says (Gal. ii. 1), regarding his 
journey to Jerusalem should exactly coincide with the account 
in Acts xv. 2 , &c. ? 

Eeasoning from what we have hitherto observed, we have 
every cause to be distrustful of a statement like that of the 
Acts of the Apostles, which agrees so little with the Apostle's 
own account, and the only result possible for us, is to ignore the 
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idea of an identity which does not exist, and—without any 

further regard to whether the discrepancies are greater or 

lesser—entirely to separate the two statements. Only if we 

endeavour from this point of view to get at the true historical 

facts by a comparison of the two statements, the following 

important items of difference show that no doubt can exist 

as to which side we ought to take. 

W e find, according to the Acts of the Apostles, an account of 

a formal public meeting of such a description that the consul

tations and resolutions resulting from it have from the earliest 

times caused it to be taken, not without reason, as forming 

the first Christian Council; not only were the Apostles and 

Elders of the Church at Jerusalem gathered together at it, 

xv. 6, but the members of the Church generally took part in 

the meeting, xv. 12, 22. There was a dispute about the ques

tion before the assembly; speakers rose, who introduced and 

explained the different points of view, the whole was under 

the guidance of the Elders of the Church at Jerusalem, who as 

we may well suppose did not in this capacity forego their pre

cedence in the assembly, and who gave the last and finishing 

stroke to the discussion by passing a formal resolution, the 

contents of which, together with some points more intimately 

concerning themselves, were sent in a letter from their own 

hands, as a command from the Holy Spirit, by especially chosen 

men to the Churches in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. Of all this 

the Apostle knows nothing at all: he only says, as if he wished 

to contradict such a statement of the affair, avtQifir\v aitrotg TO 

tvayyi\iov9 o Ktipvtrtrut iv TOIQ iOvtai, Kar iSlav Si rdlg SOKOVGL. 

Neander has not left quite unnoticed an important circumstance 

on this affair which is often overlooked. He remarks, " A s 

Paul in the Epistle to the Galatians speaks only of his private 

transactions (KCLT iSlav) with the three chiefest Apostles, this 

would at first sight seem to contradict completely the narrative 

in the Acts of the Apostles ; and this contradiction would seem 

to indicate that tho same facts are not spoken of in both the 
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narratives." Neander indeed is also of opinion that "if we 

assume that before there was any public council in Jerusalem, 

there may have been many private consultations, we may aid 

in establishing a perfect harmony between the two accounts; 

as it is self-evident that before the affair was spoken of in a 

large assembly, Paul had come to an understanding with the 

Apostles with regard to the principles established by it." 

Still we should of course have expected that there would have 

been some mention in the Epistle to the Galatians of such 

a large assembly. But nothing is said of it, and this is only 

a new proof of the arbitrary and uncritical nature of such an 

attempt to harmonize the two accounts. How can we suppose 

that the Apostle would speak of minor circumstances, and 

leave quite without mention the chief matter, the special trans

action which alone could decide the whole affair. It is quite 

impossible to take up this position. If we understand the 

words, avtOijuuiv avrolc TO evayyiXiov, as referring to the chief 

transaction, it would be a thoroughly vague and inappropriate 

reference, in which it would be impossible to find what, ac

cording to the Acts of the Apostles we ought to find, and the 

chief difficulty would still remain, that in this manner the 

principal occurrences by which the Apostles must have been 

influenced, are removed to an earlier date, and these private 

transactions become at once the most important. But looking 

at the matter in the right light we can not find any such 

meaning in these words. They do not describe any especial 

transaction, but they are only a vague expression followed im

mediately by the more decided KCLT l$tav Si rolg SOKOVGI. W e 

must take the passage to mean as follows: " I travelled to 

Jerusalem in order to present my Gospel to the members of 

the churches there, and truly I specially applied myself not (as 

Neander says) to introduce the matter by means of private trans

actions, but to set it at once in its true light, and to present it 

to those most worthy of preference in the most exact and di

rect manner." For this very reascm the Apostles are here 
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throughout called ol SoicouoTce, because they were of the highest 
authority in the eyes of the Church at Jerusalem, (the Apostle 
gives us purposely to understand that they took this high posi
tion only in a subjective, not in an objective manner, so that he 
was at full liberty to reject their authority) and must therefore 
be considered here as chief personages, whose attention to any 
matter rendered further interference superfluous. In the whole 
passage there is no question of any other transactions than with 
the SOICOVVTCC, i. e. with James the president of the Church at 
Jerusalem, and the two Apostles, Peter and John. De Wette, 
who assumes that Galatians ii. 2 , contains two different com
munications, can show no ground for his supposition. Had 
there been two different assemblies, we might say that the Acts 
of the Apostles is silent on the secret conference, in accordance 
with the peculiar characteristics of its manner of narration, 
which would make it wish to deal with the affair as a public 
one. But as the Apostle himself, if the public assembly had 
really taken place as the Acts of the Apostles relates, would 
not have been silent on it as an important event, it follows from 
his silence that the Acts of the Apostles first gave a publicity to 
the affair which it never would have received from the authentic 
report of the Apostle. It is only in the narrative in the Acts 
of the Apostles, and in the interest to which it is devoted, that 
these transactions take the character of a Synod which reminds 
us of a form of later times. 

But the most important point is, that the Acts of the Apos
tles represents the elder Apostles as agreeing with the Apostle 
Paul with regard to his views and principles in such a manner 
as never could have taken place according to the Epistle to the 
Galatians. W e learn from the Acts of the Apostles, that it was 
specially some members of the Church of Jerusalem, who had 
been converted to the Christian faith from the sect of the 
Pharisees, who were not willing to receive Gentiles into the 
Christian community, except under the condition of their sub
mitting to tho Mosaic circumcision, xv. 5. But the Apostles 
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themselves were very far from sharing in this view, and sup

ported the proposal made by the Apostle Paul in the most 

obliging and appreciative manner. The Apostle Peter referred 

to the conversion of Cornelius, and declared that it was 

tempting God to lay a yoke on the necks of the disciples, (not 

only on those of the Gentiles, but of the Christians generally,) 

which neither they nor their fathers were able to bear, because 

they believed that the grace of Christ was sufficient for salva

tion. This then is the conviction expressed, that the Mosaic 

law was no longer binding on Christians, whether Jew or Gen

tile. The author of the Acts of the Apostles seems purposely 

to represent the views of the Apostle Peter as the freest 

and most advanced in order to make those of James, the chief 

leader in these transactions, more clear to those who saw the 

matter in a more modified form. For James immediately 

agrees with the opinion of the Apostle Peter in all essential 

points, and with this aim recals the utterances of the Prophets, 

according to which the entrance of the Gentiles into the service 

of the true God depended on the building again of the fallen 

theocracy of David, he consequently withdrew his proposal, as 

far as regarded the Gentiles who might be converted, and 

recommended that the observance of the Mosaic law should be 

the only obligatory yoke laid upon them. For the rest, the 

Law is considered in the true Pauline spirit as a^yoke, (comp. 

Gal. v. 1,) and, if in reference to the Gentiles, it were once 

recognized as too great a burden, no further step would be 

necessary to make it appear in itself an unbearable yoke. 

From this point of view it is considered by the Apostle Peter.* 

* W e may take as genuine or not, according as we look at the argument in favour 
of the prophetic passage from which they are extracted, the last words kari—aitrov 
in the quotation, xv. 10, yvward dtr* ai&voQ httn rtjji Gtif travra rd tgya avrov. In 
any case these words contain a clear explanation. James affirms what Amos pro
phesied, namely, that the worship of the true God, which is to he one day universal 
among mankind, can never really be general unless the Gentiles are freed under the 
Mosaic law. A s the divine prophecy is infallible, so it must be the will of God 
that the Gentile should be free under the law. About the sense of these words 
there cannot well be any doubt, but we are not quite so sure about the meaning 
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If we compare with this statement the narrative which the 
Apostle himself gives of the whole bearing of the case, every
thing appears altered. The question was by no means first 
agitated by mere individual, pharisaic-minded members of the 
Church at Jerusalem, we here see a conflict between the Paul
ine and Jewish Christianity. The elder Apostles stood so little 
in connection with this conflict that they are rather placed on 
a standpoint from which they had never before looked on 
Judaism. There is nothing clearer than that there was no 
question of anything but circumcision, with regard to which 
the Jewish-Christian party maintained that the Gentiles could 
not take part in the Messianic salvation, except on the condi
tion that they would submit to circumcision. But circumcision 
included all Judaism in itself—it was the hardest condition 
which could be laid on the Gentiles; by it they would be forced 
to -abjure their heathenism and become Jews, and lay them
selves under an obligation to observe all Jewish rites. The 

of 21. Neander takes the passage as do many interpreters with Schneckenburger, 

" Uber den Zweck der Apostgesch." p. 23. A s far as regarded the Jewish 

believers, as Jews, no special precept was needed ; of these there was now no 

question ; they knew what as Jews they ought to observe, for in every city 

where Jews dwelt, the Mosaic law was read every Sabbath in the synagogue. 

"These words," remarks Neander, "cannot possibly be understood as being in

tended to apply tp the laws given to the Gentiles. In this assembly there needed 

no motive to lay so much on the Gentile Christians, much less to impose any more 

on them, and these words supply in no way whatever any further motive." These 

motives do not lie so far from the sense of the words as Neander thinks: if we take 

them in this way, Moses, i.e. the* Mosaic law has already been long preached in the 

cities—has been read in the synagogue every Sabbath, but nevertheless there are 

very few who trouble themselves about accepting the law. But now, as the 

worship of the true God without the fetters of any law is preached, many turn to 

him, and it is incontestable that the ceremonial law is the only hindrance to the 

universal spread of the true religion. This explanation is given by Giesler. But 

it is doubtless the most simple plan to understand 21 as supplying a motive for 

sending a letter to the Gentile Christians, and requiring such an airtx'toQai from 

them. For such a claim James says so ancient a worship as the Mosaic is specially 

fitted. The more generally and regularly the Mosaic law became known, the more 

clearly would its incontestable authority be manifested. 
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question was also whether the Gentiles could become Christians 
directly as Gentiles, or only through the mediation of Judaism 
by first becoming Jews. The Apostle, in order to show the 
energy with which he opposed this question, says that "even 
Titus had not been compelled to submit to circumcision," i.e. 
that he was not really obliged to be circumcised, but that this 
compulsion was sought to be put upon him when the Apostle 
took him to Jerusalem, and that this compulsion was met and 
combated with all earnestness. This is easily seen by the whole 
context, and we cannot say with De Wette (inasmuch as it 
would assume that the Apostle had so desired it) that this 
would amount to contradicting the apologetic aim of this 
account: and the spirit of the transactions and resolutions 
(Acts xv, Gal. ii.) is clearly not to be explained by Acts xv.; 
and as far as regards the apologetic aim of the account, we 
see by the great earnestness with which the Apostle here de
fends the cause of his Gospel, that he had not to do merely 
with the irapuaaKToi ypevSaSt\<j>oi but with the Apostles them
selves. W h y did he wish to go to Jerusalem himself? why 
did he so especially wish to treat of the matter with the 
Apostles, if he had not had good grounds for supposing that 
the Apostles in Jerusalem were by no means strangQ to the 
impression created by the irapdaaicToi ^cuSaSeX^ot ? The 
course of the transactions shows how the Apo§tles behaved 
with regard to the principles of these false brethren. They 
are the opponents against whose principles the Apostle con
tends. That in regard to the circumcision of Titus having 
been enforced, the Apostle does not once speak with certainty, 
but assumes that it may really have been sought to impose 
such a compulsion on him, and the reason for this can only 
have been that he, an uncircumcised Gentile, was the compa
nion of the Apostle himself. It must have seemed at first to 
the Apostle, and to him who was the immediate object of the 
demand, and who was placed in the midst of those who advo
cated circumcision, that any resistance against such influence 
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could scarcely be carried out. But just for this reason 

the Apostle seems to have taken Titus with him to Jeru

salem, that he might take up the affair at its strongest point, 

and give an immediately practical direction to the strife Cf 

principles, or else that he might impart to the Gentile Titus 

some portion of his own zealous opposition to the Jewish-

Christians. There is no trace in the Epistle to the Galatians 

of any compliance on the part of the Apostle with what, 

according to the Acts of the Apostles, was achieved with the 

most willing agreement of the elder Apostles; but, according 

to the assurances#of the Apostle himself, was the result of the 

most powerful opposition, the most energetic repulsion of the 

most decided pressure. Not for a moment even, says the 

Apostle, did I give place to them by the subjection required of 

me, in order that the truth of the Gospel, the principles of true 

Christianity freed from Judaism, might be upheld and carried on 

in the churches founded by me.* The Apostles themselves have 

* Nothing can be more absurd than the explanation given, not merely by a 
Tertullian, c Marc. 5, 3, but even by interpreters of the most modern times, of the 
passage Galatians ii. t; according to which iripuTfifjOr) must be added to did Si— 
tytvdatiiXQovQ—and Titus therefore must have been circumcised, if not by compul
sion, still out of tender regard to the false brethren. If Titus were circumcised for 
the sake of the false brethren, how can the Apostle say without the greatest contra
diction that he " did not give place by subjection, no, not for an hour." The 
affairs of the Gentile-Christians could not be divided from those of the Jewish-
Christians—it would have surrendered its principles by the circumcision of Titus. 
That it would have been directly against its principles is testified by the emphatic 
ovdl, ii. 5. How can such passages as these be misunderstood ? and how can 
the historical enquiry into Primitive Christianity be founded on such misappre
hension? Highly inconvenient truly is the interrupted mode of speech employed by 
the Apostle, verse 4 ; but as far as we can gather the sense, it is this:—the matter 
about circumcision would have been a cause of dispute with the false brethren if 
I had not felt myself obliged to take this decisive step towards the maintenance 
ot my Gospel principles. The iraptioaKToi ̂ ivdudt\<poi are those riviq Kart\96v-
rcc dnb Trjc 'lnvdaibc, of whom the Acts speaks, xvi. They were thus called by 
the Apostle because they came to Antioch as members of the Church at Jeru
salem, Gal. ii. 4, in order that they might be able to investigate on the spot the 
report which had reached Jerusalem, that in Antioch the Mosaic law was completely 
shaken off—and then that they might immediately bring to bear their own stringent 
Jewish principles. The Apostle is evidently aware of the persevering nature of 
these people, as he designates them as irapunuKToi \ptv?ad. and rrapeufiXOov, 
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not wrought any change in my views and principles, at least 
they have only influenced me as the SoKovvree uvai ri, as such 
they appeared to me worthy of all submission. " Therefore," 
SStys the Apostle, with a truly rational consciousness of his 
evangelical freedom, " whatever a man's outward position or 
personal authority may be, evfen if he were an Apostle and 
chief of the Church at Jerusalem, it maketh no matter to me! 
A merely outward condition of this kind can be of no import
ance to me. God looketh not at the outward and personal. 
Only from this it may chance that the reason may be shown 
of the charge against me, yet even in this view I cannot see 
that I am obliged to abjure the principles on which I have 
hitherto acted. For they have brought nothing against me 
concerning which I have given them any right, or which I can 
appropriate as an ameliorating addition to my views. So little 
is this the case, that they were obliged on the contrary to 
acknowledge how well grounded and well arranged my views 
and modes of action were. Instead therefore of the Jewish-
Christian party thinking that my Gospel of Gentile Christian-

because they came as Jewish Christians into a Gentile Christian Chnrch like 
that of Antioch, in order to introduce into that Church certain principles, which 
until then were unknown in it, and which seemed to be in opposition to Gospel 
truth. The whole point of view would be altered if, as is generally done by 
interpreters, we take the Apostle as having considered these napdg> 4nv8dti.— 
as enemies of Christian freedom, not merely in reference to the Church at 
Antioch, but to the Christian Church generally. The Christian freedom which 
they opposed only existed in Antioch ; nothing was known of it in Jerusalem, 
where, on the contrary, the Mosaic law was enforced with peculiar severity on 
the Christians. Therefore it is not to be overlooked that these were interfering 
and false brethren only In their relation to the Church at Antioch, but not 
to that at Jerusalem, to this latter they belonged, and in it their zeal for the law 
would only be reckoned as honourable to them. Here first in- the history a decided 
contest presents itself between Jewish and Gentile Christianity: what was looked 
upon in Antioch as a servitude in direct opposition to the idea of Christian freedom, 
was considered in Jerusalem as true and genuine Christianity. W e also see 
undoubtedly that this question was first touched upon in Jerusalem at this time. 
Therefore it is an unnecessary remark of De Wette's, that " the Jewish-Christians 
who came to Antioch went later on to Jerusalem itself."—Whence could they have 
come to Antioch if not from Jerusalem ? and where else could the principles which 
they maintained have been the ruling ones but at Jerusalem ? 
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ity, as opposed to Jewish Christianity, appeared ungrounded 

and untenable, its independence was fully acknowledged." But 

this acknowledgment by no means appeared in the beginning: 

the Apostle obtained it by means of argument: the chief results 

of which he shortly points out, Gal. ii. 7, &c. His enemies 

must be convinced that the Gospel of uncircumcision was con

fided to him, as that of circumcision had been to Peter, or in 

other words that there existed not only a Jewish Christianity 

but also a Gentile Christianity independent of Judaism. 

They must also acknowledge that the Gentiles might have a 

direct share in th$ Messianic salvation, without first becoming 

Jews. In the complete self-consciousness of his standpoint, the 

Apostle places himself in opposition to Peter, so that we have 

before us man against man, teacher against teacher, one 

Gospel against another, one apostolic office against another, 

and the argument on which the Apostle relies is the decided 

matter of fact success to which he is enabled to refer. The 

Apostle says, (ii. 8, in the words 6 yap evEpyfoag Illrpy Big 

airo<TTo\r)v rfje irEpiTOfirjg lv!)pyr\<jE Kal i/moi Big ra BBVT\), that as 

an Apostle he could not have accomplished so great a success 

among the Gentiles, if God to whom this success must be 

referred, had not willed to establish it as a fact that there 

might truly be an BvayyiXiov rfje aKpofivoriag. The reality of 

the animating principle may be generally concluded from the 

reality of the consequences. This is the meaning of the 

Apostle's words : " I a m in fact the Apostle of the Gentiles, and 

as the Gentiles would never have been converted to the Gospel 

if I had not grounded my Gospel on the foundation of freedom 

from the law, who will maintain against mo that this form of 

the Gospel has not an equal right of existence ? indeed it could 

not have had any existenqe at all if it had not been the will of God 

that it should exist." In this manner the Apostle also appeals 

to the results of his efforts in the cause of Christianity as a 

proof that he was a true and genuine Apostle of Christ. In 

the same sense he speaks in direct terms of the grace given 

9 
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him, understanding by it the Divine principle lying at the 
root of his apostolic activity, without which supposition the 
existence of such consequences could not be thought of. The 
Jewish Apostles could not but acknowledge this, they could 
not deny the facts, and neither could they see in them the 
operation of an ungodly, unchristian principle. They gave to 
him and Barnabas the right-hand of fellowship, recognized 
them as accredited companions in the work of the Gospel, and 
promised at the same time to put no hindrance in their way, 
even if they continued as hitherto to spread the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, without imposing the law on them. So far all is in 
agreement, but we cannot believe that a full reconciliation took 
place at this time between these widely sundered views and 
principles. The KOIVU> via was always a division, it could only 
be brought into agreement by one party going elg ra Wvri, the 
other elg rrjv wepirofjirlv, i.e. as the Jewish Apostles could really 
allege nothing against the principles on which Paul founded 
his evangelical labours, they were obliged to recognize them 
in a certain manner, but this recognition was a mere outward 
one, they left it to him to work on these principles still further 
in the cause of the Gospel among the Gentiles; but for them
selves, they did not desire to know anything more about them. 
The apostolic sphere of operation therefore became divided into 
two parts; there was an svayyiXiov r^c irtpirofiijs, and an evayyi-
\iov rrjg aKpofivartciQ; and an TTOOTOA?) ug arrjv TrepiTOfxrjv, and an 
aTTO<TTo\rj dg ra Wvri: in one the Mosaic law prevailed, in the 
other it did not, but each depended inextricably on the other.* 

* If we place before us the real issue of the affair, how striking is the conversion 
of Cornelius, with which Peter opens his discourse at Jerusalem! (Acts xv. 7 ) 
Peter is made to say," Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among us that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the 
Gospel and believe. And God who knoweth the hearts bare them witness, giving 
'them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us, and put no difference between us 
and them, purifying their hearts by faith." W h o can help detecting here a 
consistent adherence to a plan on the part of the author—but who can help finding 
it necessary to use that same consistent adherence as an argument against the state
ments in the- Acts of the Apostles. Just as little as Peter could have spoken at 
Jerusalem in so Pauline a manner as the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
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The standpoint from which the elder Apostles looked at Paul 
cannot be sufficiently kept before us. It is as clear as possible 
that at this time at least, fourteen years after the conversion 
of the Apostle Paul, their circle of vision did not extend be
yond Judaism. They knew nothing at all of a direct Gentile 
Christianity, existing without any co-operation from their 
side; they were therefore first brought to recognize it by Paul, 
and their recognition appeared entirely as a concession which 
they were forced to make. They could do no otherwise, for 
they were not in a condition to resist the strength of circum
stances and the overpowering personal influence of the Apostle. 
But they only consented not to oppose the Pauline Christianity, 
which with regard to their principles they were bound to oppose, 
arid stipulated that they should be allowed to hold themselves 
passive towards it, or in one word to ignore it. So that as the 

represents him to have done, could he have appealed to the transactions with Cor
nelius. The one cannot be separated from the other. But if he cannot have 
appealed to what took place with Cornelius, what security have we that he was so 
intimately connected with the conversion of Cornelius as the Acts of the Apostles 
relates. It is not clear that the author of the Acts of the Apostles would have 
made the Apostle Peter appeal to such an event in the same interest which influenced 
him when he gave a place to the narrative of Cornelius in his history. He who 
represents Peter as saying what he could not under the circumstances have said, 
prejudices himself, and gives rise to the suspicion that the statement is not very 
strictly historical. Peter would not have acknowledged that liberal view of the Mosaic 
law and the principles dependent on it for the first time when the pressure of circum
stances and the imposing presence of the Apostle Paul left him but little choice. 
He would have done this long before, and in a manner which would have showed 
that he did so, not under the authority of any other man, but through the immediate 
impulse of the divine Spirit The apostolic independence of Peter was not strength
ened by this representation, but it tended to establish more firmly those more liberal 
views on which the Pauline preaching of the Gospel was based, even before the 
Apostle Paul himself entered with the divine sanction on the sphere of his labours. 
How much it is the intention of the author of the Acts of the Apostles to refer to the 
conversion of Cornelius, and then to make the chief idea of the Pauline Christianity 
appear in it, is shown also in the thought contained in Acts xv. 9, *' And put no 
difference between us and them, purifying our hearts by faith." That things held 
to be unclean might not be unclean, is set forth in the conversion of Cornelius and 
the vision accompanying it, and as already, x. 43, the participation in the forgive
ness of sins is made to depend upon faith in Jesus; so, xv. 9, the Pauline TC'HJTIQ is 
brought forward as the true principle of a state which is well pleasing to God. 

9 * 
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matter stood only two alternatives presented themselves. Either 

the Jewish Apostles agreed with the Apostle Paul in the princi

ples of his tvayyiXiov rr)g aKpofivarlag, or not. If they agreed 

with him, they ought to consider it a duty to work with him 

for the conversion of the Gentiles, else they would not be carry

ing out their apostolic office to its full extent, as they knew it 

ought to be carried out; they would have recognized theoreti

cally as true and right what by their practical behaviour they de

clared objectionable. If they did not agree with him they ought 

not to have yielded as much as they really did; they could not 

consider it as an indifferent matter, that with regard to the Gen

tiles the principle was adduced that salvation could be obtained 

without Judaism, without the observance of the Mosaic law. 

They could not recognize this principle without also recognizing 

the obligation to work not merely for the evayyiXiov rr)g ireptTOfirjg, 

but also for the evayyiXiov rrjg aKpofivartag. Although they 

did not do this, still it must be concluded from the sincerity 

of the confession made to the Apostle Paul, that they were in 

an unsettled state regarding these views and opinions, which 

necessarily involved them in contradictions and inconsequences. 

They could bring nothing forward in refutation of the principles 

and facts which the Apostle Paul made use of against them, 

and still they could not free themselves from the limited stand

point of Judaism on which they had hitherto stood. As they 

had now made a concession by giving the right hand of fellow

ship, nothing else remained than to assume as indifferent a 

• position as possible towards Pauline Christianity. W e have 

here presented to us the exact origin of those two sections of 

Jewish Christianity with which we become more nearly ac

quainted in the history of the succeeding period. There grew 

up within Jewish Christianity itself a strict and a liberal party. 

The stricter one wished to impose the general principles 

of all Jewish Christians on Gentile Christians also, and 

this in their full significance, so that without Judaism no man 

could obtain salvation. This class of Jewish Christians could 
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not be indifferent to the Pauline Christianity, it was forced to 
fight against it—and thus whenthe Gentiles would have claimed 
a participation in the salvation of the Messianic kingdom, 
(against which claim when once it had been allowed nothing 
could be alleged) this could only be granted on the condition 
that they should not be pronounced free from the observance 
of the law. They saw perfectly well that if the necessity of the 
law was not recognized in the case of the Gentile Christians, 
its absolute importance to Judaism was at an end. They were 
therefore the declared opponents of the Apostle Paul, and in
troduced themselves into all the churches founded by him, that 
after he had accomplished their conversion to the Gospel they 
might follow with the condition without which it never should 
have taken place, and without which it would be a perfectly 
fruitless work, namely, the imposition of the law. The more 
liberal party was in principle in harmony with the stricter one, 
only after the concessions made by the Jewish Apostles to the 
Apostle Paul, they could not practically act against him in the 
same manner; they renounced the consequent carrying out of 
their principles, and limited their operations to Judaism. W e 
cannot but think that the Jewish Apostles were at the head of 
this party; but the other, which owing to its strictness felt it
self in no way hampered as to its practical activity by any 
vagueness of opinion, must from the very nature of the case have 
been of the most'historicalimportance. In the period imme
diately succeeding these transactions at Jerusalem, it is shown 
how the two parties behaved with regard to each other, and how 
each sought to get the upper, hand. 

In the closest connection with these circumstances stands 
that scene between Paul and Peter at Antioch, which from the 
earliest times bore such evil notoriety, and was so important 
with regard to the standpoint of both parties. If the elder 
Apostles had been really and truly convinced of the merely 
relative value of the law and its worthlessness in regard to the 
grace of the Gospel, would Peter have been guilty of such 
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double dealing towards the Gentile Christians in Antioch out 
of timid regard to the Jerusalem Jewish Christians, whose visit 
to Antioch had already shown that this resolution at Jerusalem 
could not be taken as the Acts of the Apostles represents it to 
have been, with the general consent of the whole community 
of Jewish Christians ? Would that same Peter have so acted 
whom the Acts of the Apostles shortly before had shown as 
speaking in so decidedly Pauline a manner, and this indeed 
in Jerusalem itself before the whole Church, a few members 
of which would have been sufficient to excite anxious timidity 
in the mind of the Apostle ? How striking and abrupt is here 
the contrast between Paul and Peter! How open and un
sparing is Paul's censure! How harsh and vehement his 
speech ! How keenly he exposes the contradiction in which 
Peter found himself involved through his irresolution ! The 
Acts of the Apostles indeed says nothing of all this. In a repre
sentation deviating so much from the truth as this account of 
the transactions* at Jerusalem, there could indeed be no place 
for a scene like this; and for this reason not only does this 
discrepancy between the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle 
to the Galatians become more apparent, but it also becomes 
indubitable that the silence of the Acts of the Apostles with 
regard to so public an occurrence, is an intentional one. Where 
we expect to find the dispute between Peter and Paul men
tioned, the Acts of the Apostles only speaks of a irapo^vtrfibg 
between Paul and Barnabas, and even this quarrel is assigned 
to another cause to that given to it Gal. ii. 13. W h y is it 
silent as to the chief cause of the quarrel from which certainly 
even this irapo^vapbg arose, if it were not from the advisability 
of keeping silence as to all disputes at that period ? On the 
same grounds it did not dare to mention the name of Titus, 
who was obnoxious on account of these very events, in the list 
of the friends and companions of the Apostle.* W e see clearly 

* Instead of the uncircumcised Titus, the name of the circumcised Timothy is 
everywhere brought forward. That the same Paul who in Jerusalem refused with 
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that it wishes to throw a concealing veil over all these occur-
rences in Jerusalem and Antioch, and by the mention of the less 
important quarrel between Paul and Barnabas, to divert atten
tion from the chief fact and chief subject of the dispute. No
thing could be more abhorrent to its apologetic and conciliatory 
tendency than the renewal of a subject which made the Apostle 
Paul appear in so unfavourable a light in the eyes of the Jewish 
Christians; an event of which the offensive impression (as we 
gather from many things) operated for so long a period after 
its occurrence, that even at that time every effort was made to 
soften it as much as possible, and to cause the whole affair to 
be forgotten.* W e may at least learn enough from this, to 

all his might that Titus should be circumcised, and this out of regard to the Jews 
and Jewish-Christians, should soon after himself have caused Timothy to be circum
cised out of the same regard to prejudice, Acts xvi. 3, belongs undoubtedly to the 
simply incredible side of the Acts of the Apostles. This act would have been a com
plete denial of principle on the part of Paul. That Timothy had up to this time never 
been circumcised, although his mother was a Jewess, would seem to indicate that he 
was reckoned as a Gentile, like his father. If he were now circumcised as a Gentile, 
and by the wish and connivance of the Apostle, in order that he might not be any 
longer looked on as a Gentile, as his father was, Acts xvi. 3, what could either 
Jews or Gentiles think on the subject, but that it was a proof that circumcision was 
not so indifferent a thing as the Apostle once considered it ? This deed performed 
on Timothy stands in the most evident contradiction, not only to Gal. ii. 3, but to 
Gal. iii. 28 und v. 11. Even if the submission to circumcision on the part of 
Timothy was a completely voluntary act, as Olshausen especially maintains, the 
Apostle would never have allowed Timothy to become his companion, as by so 
doing he would have exposed himself to the merited reproach of want of principle, 
and inconsequence of reasoning. A s we are forced to consider the circumcision 
of Timothy in this light, the Xafiuv irtpitTtfitv airbv, Acts xvi. 3, cannot be 
ascribed to the Apostle. 

* How Paul is reproached in the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies, 1 7 , 1 8 , for having 
said of Peter, Gal. ii. 11 , that he was KaTtyvtoafitvog 1 EL KaTtyvwajitvov fit Xkyieg, 
Otov TOV aTTOKaXvif/avTdQ pot TOV Hpiorbv KaTrfyopng Kal TOV kirl airoKaXv<pti 
fkaKapioavTOQ fit Karatpkpstg. Peter says this to the Magus Simon,—but that the 
Apostle Paul is meant, there is no doubt. In the preceding part of the Homily, it 
is said by Peter to James: Tivkg OLTTO T&V k9v&v T6 $I ipov vofti/iov airtdoK-
ifiaaav Kripvyfia, TOV l\0pov av9p<i)irov avofiov Ttva cat <pXvapu)drj irpoarjKdfitvot 

SidaffKaXiav. Kal Tavra in fiov irtpiovrog iTrt\tipf)odv rivtg iroiKtXiag nalv 
ipfirjvtiaig rovg ifiovg Xoyovg fitTacxr)fia'ri^tiv tig r i )v TOV vdfiov KaraXvaiv. Ctg 
Kal ifiov OVTO) /ilv QpovovvTog fit) IK irafiprjaiag dk KqpvooovTog, b'Trtp airtlri. 
This is also referred to Gal. ii. 12, only the affair is reversed. Against the asser
tion of Paul, that Peter really agreed with his (Paul's) view of the Mosaic law, and 

0 
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justify us in excusing the harsh attitude of the Apostle towards 
Judaism, but this fails in the first period after his conversion, 
in regard to which Tertullian says, c. Marc. I. 20, " Paulus adhuc 
in gratia rudis—ferventer, ut neophytus, adversus judaismum 
aliquid in conversatione reprehendum existimavit." On the 
same grounds the modern interpreters, in their chronological 
discussions on the journey of the Apostle, Gal. ii. 1, place this 
at an earlier date, and take Acts xi. 30 as the second journey. 
They also appeal to the fact that the behaviour of the Apostle 
towards Judaism, was afterwards much milder and more 
yielding. But what proof have we of this, if we do not get it 
from the Acts of the Apostles, whose contradiction of the 
Epistle to the Galatians is sufficiently evident? What the 
Apostle, 1 Corinthians iv. 12, says, "that unto the Jews he 
became a Jew that he might gain the Jews," can certainly not 
be taken in a sense which would involve his denying essential 
principles. He can only have been a Jew unto the Jews in the 
same manner in which he was a Gentile to the Gentiles. The 
most certain proof that the Apostle afterwards thought so him
self, and considered his relation to the elder Apostles from the 
same point of view, is given by the Epistle to the Galatians itself, 
for how else could he express what he thought of the conse
quences of the occurrences at Antioch in such a manner, in a 
letter written so short a time afterwards ? Is then anything 
omitted which could be alleged in mitigation of the impression 
which must have been made by such a long existing dispute 
between the two Apostles ? 

What the Acts of the Apostles represents as the result of the 
apostolic transactions in Jerusalem is also at complete variance 
with the Apostle's own accounts. According to the proposal 
of James it was resolved, as is related in the Acts of the 

that it had been a mere vicoKpioic in Peter to deny his true opinions out of fear of 
the Jewish Christians, Peter here protests, and says that the assertion that in the 
matter of the abolition of the law, he surrendered his real opinion for want of 
wapprioia, is an arbitrary interpretation of his speech. 
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Apostles, that the Gentiles should "abstain from eating 
flesh offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and 
from fornication." James, as has already been remarked, stood 
in a certain sense between the two chief parties, between the 
Pharisaic-minded zealots of the law pn one side, and Barnabas, 
Paul and Peter on the other, in order that the Gentile Chris
tians might neither be entirely freed from any respect to the 
Mosaic law, nor yet be subject to that which to those among 
them who were willing to accept Judaism, always appeared as 
the heaviest burden of the law, and therefore must have been 
the chief obstacle, the greatest hindrance to the Gospel among 
the Gentiles, namely, circumcision. This resolution formally 
entered into by the whole assembly, was sent to the churches in 
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia in the shape of letters, by delegates 
chosen from the midst of the Church at Jerusalem, accompanied 
to Antioch by Paul and Barnabas, in the name of the Apos
tles, Presbyters, and brethren of the Church at Jerusalem. The 
author of the Acts of* the Apostles intentionally renders the 
importance of this resolution very prominent. It was passed, 
say the letters, with a view of quieting minds, and chasing 
away the anxious fears which were spread abroad by some who 
clung to circumcision and the strict observance of the Mosaic 
law. On this account it will be expressly remarked what lively 
joy was awakened in Antioch by the resolutions conveyed 
thither, and the agreement between the Church at Jerusalem 
and this at Antioch, as it was testified by the delegates from 
Jerusalem. The author of the Acts of the Apostles remarks 
again with evident intention on the momentous character of 
this decree. When not long afterwards Paul and Silas entered 
on a second missionary journey and visited the churches founded 
during the first—they " delivered unto them," Acts xvi. 4 ," the 
decrees ordained by the Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem," that 
they might thereby rule themselves (irap&iSovv avroig <pv\aaativ 
ra Soypara ra KtKpifxiva virb rwv cnr.), and the consequence of 
this was that the " churches were established in the faith, 
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and increased in number daily." Beneficially as this decree 

operated in the cause of the Gospel, so also on it essen

tially depended its further spread among the Gentiles. A s the 

affair is here represented, the transactions at Jerusalem and the 

decree made there at that time, betoken a very important 

epoch in the most ancient history of Christianity: the critical 

question, at that time most prominent, whether Christianity 

should be subordinate to Judaism or not, was decided in favour 

of Christianity. Should we not expect that the Apostle Paul 

would not have left so weighty a decree wholly unmentioned in 

an Epistle to the Galatians, whilst he speaks of the very same 

transactions, and with reference to the question how far this 

decision had been arrived at ? The condition of the Koivwvla 

was, \va rip.tig fx\v ug ra Wvri, avroi 8c ug TYJV irtpiTOfirjv*--would 

not this have been an opportunity of paying regard to the com

mon and reconciling relations that existed between the a7rooroAi} 

wtpiTOfirjg and the air^trroX^ elg TO, Wvri, instead of placing them 

in such harsh opposition as is done by the words above quoted ? 

But we find in the Apostle's writings not the slightest indica

tion that at that time any such important a decree had been 

made, but rather the most decided assurances to the contrary. 

The Apostle says expressly, ii. 10, Movov T&V TTT^X^V Iva 

fivt]fxovevu)fxev. The only condition which was attached to th6 

independence of the Apostle in the sphere of his apostolic 

labours, was then the fivrifiovtvtiv rwv irrw\C3v, which it is im

possible to understand otherwise than as a conciliatory promise 

which the Apostle gave from love of peace, that he would 

engage to support the poor church at Jerusalem by contribu

tions which he would collect in the churches of the Gentile 

Christians, and this, says the Apostle, he was " also forward to 

do," as we indeed find he was from his epistles. But does not 

this fxovov include something besides this stipulation ? And how 

comes the Apostle to place this promise of contributing to the 

poor, which after all was a minor part only of the transaction, as 

its sole aim, when far more important ends were involved in the 
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object of the transaction itself, namely the sufficiency of the 

Mosaic Law ? It is not here said that there is any question of a 

Kotvwvla concluded between Paul and Barnabas on one side, and 

James, Peter and John on the other, as between all these, 

according to the Acts of the Apostles, no difference existed, 

and there is no cause for mentioning this result, but notwith

standing this it is implied by the Apostle: it has been already 

shown that one of the chief differences in the two accounts is 

that the parties who are described as engaged in the dispute 

are not the same. There can be no longer any idea of a recon

ciliation between the two accounts, but the difference already 

shown rather grows wider. W e find a private transaction in

stead of a public assembly, and a dispute between the Apostles 

themselves, instead of between the Apostles and the Pharisaic 

minded members of the Church at Jerusalem; and we cannot 

find any definition of the decree which, according to the Acts of 

the Appstles, was ordained, and this for the natural reason that 

according to the Epistle of the Galatians such a decree never 

existed. That it is not accidentally omitted, with all that 

depends on it, is incoritestably shown in the Epistle to the 

Galatians, as also in the rest of the Apostle's Epistles. In the 

Epistle to the Galatians the Apostle contends with the Judaising 

opponents, who were desirous of imposing circumcision on the 

Galatian Church as a necessary condition of salvation, Gal. y . 1. 

In order to do this the Apostle explains his entire relation to 

the airo<TTo\rj rijc irepirofxrjg. What would forward this more 

than an appeal to the decree ? How could these opponents 

be better repulsed than by a decree made in Jerusalem itself, 

through which circumcision had been declared to be a burden 

as unbearable as it was unnecessary ? W e may even go so far 

as to say that if he referred to this transaction at all it was in

cumbent on the Apostle, not to leave such a decree entirely 

unnoticed in a case on which it so especially bore. He 

could not have been silent on it without prejudicing the truth of 

the affair, as his statement would be chargeable with keeping 
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back one of the chief events which would have been useful 
against his opponents. What importance then could such a 
decree, which must have had such great weight with the Gentile 
Christians, have had in its results, if no use at all were made 
of it in a case like this, in which it was so eminently fitted to 
maintain the ground already won ? Just the same reasoning may 
be applied to the other arrangements of this pretended decree. 

The Apostle is also silent in a perfectly inexplicable manner, 
in many instances where we might expect not only a mention, 
but an express application. It is known how often in his Epis
tles he speaks of many reasons for eating flesh offered to idols. 
He is indifferent to the matter in itself, but lays particular 
stress on the obligation of paying regard to the weaker Chris
tian brethren. So the Apostle declares especially in 1 Cor. viii. 
concerning the el$t»)\69vTa9 about which we can perceive he has 
been questioned by that part of the Corinthian Church to which 
his epistle is addressed. This inquiry would not have been put, 
if, as the Acts of the Apostles sets, forth, this decree had been 
ordained to be laid before almost every church of the Gentile 
Christians, and its observance had been made a necessary 
condition of the existing Christian communion between the 
Gentile and Jewish Christians. But the Apostle himself, al
though he might be indifferent to the question as to the eating, 
of meat offered to idols on its own merits, and as regarded 
himself, could not have declared his indifference to the rela
tions the question held at that time, because the observance of 
a positive command given for such a purpose could never have 
been looked on with indifference. It cannot be doubted that 
the Acts of the Apostles intends to convey the idea that all 
these commands were to be observed in all the Gentile Chris
tian churches for the future. According to xv. 20. (compared 
with 22 and with 28, 29,) hrurretXai avroig (WVEGI) TOV aTri\i<r9m 
airb TWV aXtor., it was resolved that it was indispensable that 
these arrangements should be submitted to. Neither can we 
say that they were made merely in reference to the churches 
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in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, because they were troubled by 
these Judaising zealots, for it is evident by the express remark 
of the author, xvi. 4, that they were delivered for observance 
to the churches in Derbe and Lystra by Paul himself on his 
arrival at those places; and also that they were observed in all 
the new churches in the same manner—Paul going to Corinth 
immediately afterwards and founding the church there. 
Neander also finds it worthy of remark that the Apostle in 
regard to the disputes in the Christian church at Corinth, 
about the eating of meat offered to idols, did not appeal 
to the decree of the 'apostolic assembly at Jerusalem, in 
order to establish the rules for the Gentile Christians with re
gard to this sacrificial meat. But with reference to this subject 
as well as to the question of why the Jewish Christians, who 
wished to enforce circumcision on the Gentiles, did not oppose 
the observance of this decree, Neander explains, that it be
longs to the characteristic manner of Paul not to appeal to a 
positive outward command, to a vo/iog, but to the inner law in 
the conscience of the believer, defining what the spirit of the 
Gospel demanded. Neander must himself have felt how un
satisfactory this explanation is, for he remarks further, " I t 
seems, although the observance of this decree was firmly es
tablished by the Apostle in Palestine, that beyond Palestine it 
had but very little influence. As this decree depended on a 
mutual agreement, it must follow that as one of the parties, the 
Jewish Christians, did not fulfil the conditions whilst they re
fused to acknowledge the uncircumcised as brethren, the obliga
tory force of the agreement failed on the other side also, that is 
on that of the Gentile Christians, who, through the observance 
of this decree, would have been brought into nearer com
munion with the Jewish Christians." Neander here grants so 
much that from what he concedes we may get an idea of the 
opinion he has arrived at. How did it happen then that these 
decrees were of so little value out of Palestine, where alone it 
was of importance that the Jewish Christians did not fulfil the 
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conditions, and indeed never had fulfilled them from the begin
ning ? For if those rivig awo 'Iajcfc>/3ov could so openly and 
decidedly appear in opposition to the decrees so soon after 
the council at Jerusalem, and that too at Antioch, in the 
very church for which the decrees were ordained, we can only 
conclude that up to that time the decrees had had very little 
heed paid to them. And if these depended on a mutual agree
ment, how comes it that there was never any remonstrance 
raised by the Gentile Christians against this violation of the 
agreement on the part of the stricter and more prejudiced 
party ? If we conclude it to have been in favour of the Gentile 
Christians that the obligation to observe these decrees was 
removed, we cannot see what interest could have been served by 
concluding such an agreement. The original state of the case 
was that each side looked at the law as it liked. But if the 
Jewish Christians wished to enforce circumcision on the Gentile 
Christians this mediating agreement must have been concluded 
for the greater tranquillity of the Gentile Christians, because 
they could only be freed from the observance of this burdensome 
part of the law with the consent of the Jewish Christians. If 
however the Jewish Christians did not hold to their agreement, 
if they insisted afresh on circumcision,, the tranquillity which 
the agreement had bestowed on the Gentile Christians would 
be disturbed, and they would find themselves plunged again 
into the restless state of uncertainty as to whether they could 
be saved without circumcision. But if now, so shortly after 
the agreement had been made, they could so entirely disregard 
it, it might be fairly argued that they might have been tran
quillized before and without any such agreement, and we cannot 
avoid coming to the conclusion that laws which not only were 
never kept, but whose existence was not called for by any spe
cial need, really could never have been made. It is true 
that Neander appeals to Acts xxi. 2 5 as a proof that the 
Apostles always held fast to the observance of these decrees, 
in Palestine, but this passage only bears testimony to the in-
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terest which the author of the Acts of the Apostles had in 
calling to remembrance the decrees mentioned by him in a 
former place. There is wanting throughout the Acts of the 
Apostles an independent proof of the observance of these de
crees, and this is the only proof to which any value could be 
attached. It is not by any means likely that the Apostles even 
held fast to the authority of these decrees in Palestine. For 
why should they have done so ? Only to compel the Jewish 
Christians to recognize the decrees as far as they regarded the 
Gentile Christians. But if so little resulted from this compulsion 
as the history shows, how powerless must the authority of the 
Apostles have been with the Jewish Christians !—is it not more 
likely that the recognition of these decrees was not enforced, 
or that the decrees never existed at all! 

However small the probability that these decrees were ob
served or even that they existed at that time, later on this 
improbability becomes certainty. Even Neander remarks, " It 
was later that these decrees received a stronger legal authority 
through the predominance of another tendency in the Church." 
This word " later" shows us from what point of view, accord
ing to the Acts of the Apostles, we are expected to consider 
the stipulation binder consideration, as existing at that time, but 
the history says nothing of the validity which these arrange
ments subsequently took, being a consequence of the earlier 
legal ordinance. From the earliest date the Gentile and 
Jewish Christians had stood in opposition to each other with 
regard to circumcision; whilst the latter firmly adhered to it, 
the former in no way recognized any obligation as to its 
adoption, but considered baptism as an outward and per
fectly sufficient substitute. The situation of affairs at that 
time is precisely indicated by what the Apostle Paul says 
in opposition to those zealots for the law who, as members 
of the Church of Palestine, or at least under its influence, 
maintained the necessity of circumcision in the churches 
founded by the Apostle out of Palestine. Galatians v. 2, 
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compared with iii. 27 : "iSe eyit UavXog \iyu> ijuuv, on lav 
TrzpiTifivriaQs) Xptarbg vp.ag oASlv w(f>eXrt<rei—oaoi yap z\g XpioroiA 
e/iairrlaOriTe, Xpiarbv eve§uo~a(x0e, OVK tvi 9lov$alog oASl "EAAIJV. 

The next step that was taken was the leaving off of circum
cision by the Jewish Christians, not indeed in Palestine, where 
the Ebionites and Nazarenes still continued strong adherents 
to thfe Mosaic law, but amongst the foreign Jewish Christians, 
the Hellenists, who accordingly show the great importance 
which they bore in the most ancient history of the Christian 
Church, as a reconciling medium between Jews and Gentiles, 
and through this mediation paving their own way to Christ
ianity. How this took place is not distinctly evident as there 
exists a lack of information, still some hints are afforded which 
are worthy of consideration. It is striking to find with what 
contempt circumcision is treated in the Epistle of Barnabas, 
which if we do not take as having been written by the Bar
nabas known to us, still must be taken as a Hellenistic work, 
as having the name Barnabas attached to it. " Now first," 
says the author, chap. ix. in a series of allegorical inter
pretations by which he endeavours to elucidate the meaning of 
the Old Testament, s t are our ears circumcised for the right 
understanding of the Divine words? The circumcision on 
which they place their trust is now recognised as null and void. 
For God intended no carnal circumcision, they were wrongly 
advised, being deceived by an evil angel." 

Here we have circumcision as it was observed by the Jews as 
a Mosaic law, even ascribed to demoniacal influence. In the 
Epistles of Ignatius there is a difference made in the same way 
between an outer and an inner circumcision, and a true and 
false Judaism.* Another remarkable sign of the change in the 
views and customs of the Hellenists with regard to circumcision 
is given us by the Clementine Homilies. There is no other 

* Epistle to the Philadelphia^, c. 6. He who proclaims the one God of the 
Law and the Prophets, and denies that Christ is the Son of God, is a liar, raj lartv 
6 Toiovrog rr)q Kara* 7rtpiTopr)Q lptvdoiovdcuoQ, 
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memorial which so clearly testifies as does this document to the 
influence which Judaism extended over Christianity down to the 
second half of the second century. Although Judaism is so very 
prominent in it, there is not the least question of circumcision, 
but so much the more the importance of baptism and the new 
birth is held up as a means for the abolition of heathenism, 
(the a<t>e\\rivi<T0r)vai} Horn. iii. 9,) and the command of James 
to the elders of the Church at Jerusalem not to yield up the 
discourses of Peter sent by him, to any one but a circumcised 
believer is the only trace of a reference to the ancient value* 
attached to circumcision. Without doubt this rejection of 
circumcision had its ground in the conviction that the Gentiles 
could never be won over by any other means. How much the 
supplanting of Judaism and the spread of the only true religion 
signified to the Hellenistic Jewish Christians, is seen also in 
these Homilies by their making their Apostle Peter entirely an 
Apostle to the Gentiles. The Acts of the Apostles also con
siders the subject from this point of view, when it makes the 
increase that the Christian Church received from tho Gentiles 
entirely owing to it. But the more that Judaism yielded to 
heathenism with regard to circumcision, with the greater 
justice could the observance and consideration of the Mosaic 
law be urged to the full extent on tho Gentiles* This point, 
which the Acts of the Apostles joins to the release from the 
obligation of circumcision we find, as far as W e can learn, to be 
the existing normal state of Christian opinion in the apostolic 
time. 

When tho Apostle Paul wrote his first Epistle to the Corin
thians there was still a weakness in regard to the elSuAoOvra. 
The Apostle still advises their rejection, not only on account of 
the regard which ought to be paid to weaker Christians, but 
also because the enjoyment of them would be pLtri\uv TpawkXng 
Satfioviwvy 1 Corinthians x. 2 1 . This became afterwards the 
prevailing view. In this sense the Clementine Homilies, viii. 4 , 
enjoin the airi\eaQai Tpairing Sat/iovaii/, and it was especially 

10 
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urged against the Gnostics, as they were generally looked upon 
as Gentiles, that they declared zl§u>\66vra IvOttiv, as something 
indifferent and not defiling. In the period in which the Church 
was first established as a whole out of heterogeneous elements, 
it held fast to the airi\tdQaL rov ITVIKTOV KOL TOV aifxaroQ (from 
the flesh of beasts which were killed by strangling, which were 
strangled in their blood, and from blood generally*). All this 
agrees with the views which prevailed in the first Christian 
Churches about heathenism, founded on the Jewish repre
sentations of demons as being the idols of the heathen world, 
and indeed the originators of all that was heathen.t The 
most remarkable in the series of the apostolic ordinances is 
nevertheless the airt\&T0€u rrjg tropvelag. Interpreters rightly 
find it very striking, that, as Neander expresses it (page 166,) 
the disciplinary ordinances, which although appointed for a 
certain time amd certain conditions were valid for all time, 
arose from a somewhat objective moral prohibition of immo
rality. Meanwhile Neander is of opinion that the connection 
in which this prohibition stands, gives the best explanation of 
the cause and relations of this special statement. The iropvua 
is here only mentioned in the same relation as the foregoing 
points, on account of the close connection in which they seemed 
to the Jews to stand with the worship of idols; men were 
already accustomed from the writings of the Old Testament to 
associate idolatry with immorality; excesses of this sort are 
really bound up with many branches of idolatry, and in general a 

* In the writings of the Gallic Churches of Paris and Vienna, in Eusebius, H . E . 
vi, it is said, in reference to the well-known reproof made against the Christians, 
ir&£ av iradia Qayoitv oi rotovrot, OIQ pv^l akoyuv ?<*u>v alpa Qayiiv i£6v. 

f In this connexion we find in Origen contra Celsum, vii, 30 , rb pkv ydp 
tl$u)\69vTOv Qvtrai Scupovioic KCU OV T 0 V T°v avQputirov. KOivutvav 
rpairiZtiG daifiovitov yivtoBai, T& $k trviKrd, rov dipaTOQ itKpiBkvTOQ Zirtp 
tpaaiv ilvai rpoQrjv Saifi6v(i>vt rpt^ofitviav rale die9 avrov dvaOvfiidvtatv 
dvayopivet a Xoyoc iva fit) rpafvptv rpo<pfj daifiovuv, ra%d TIVWV TOIOVTUV 
frvivfidnav <rvvTpa^rj(fOfikv<ov i j /uv lav fitTcikafipdvwptv TWV ICVIKT&V IK St 
TUtV tlpTipiVWV IClpl TWV TTViKTVV OClQtQ tlvCLl &VVCLTai T6 TTtpi TtJQ dlTOXlS TOV 
a'ifiaroQ, 
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strict idea of chastity is very far removed from the standpoint 
of natural religions. There is no question here of any special 
moral precept of Christianity; had there been, the command 
would have been given not so much as a secondary, but as a 
positive one, and would be much more enforced from the whole 
connection of the Christian Faith and Life than is done in the 
Epistles of the Apostle. All that comes before us here is the 
ancient Jewish opposition to anything which might appear to 
have any connection with idolatry, and this opposition became 
transferred to the new Christian Churches." This explanation 
I cannot consider satisfactory. For how could a special prohi
bition against participation in the immorality bound up with 
the Gentile idolatry have seemed necessary to Christians if they 
did not in general need the inculcation of the prohibition. 
Only he who generally manifested indifference to immorality, 
could hold it as something allowed by Gentile idolatry. But a 
self-accusing prohibition against the immorality of the Gentile 
idolatry must have been the less necessary for Christians, as with 
the prohibition of participation in the nSwXoOvra there fell away 
every inducement to the immorality bound up with it. If we 
take the iropvtfa in the sense Neander does, we do not perceive 
why here the inrixioOat iropvdag should find a special place 
close to the dirix^dat USW\O6VTWV—as it is included in it— 
and such a useless addition is not to be expected in legal defi
nitions of this kind, we therefore see ourselves again reduced 
to the necessity of taking the wop vela in ar general sense, and 
the aVIxarfa* iropviiag as a general moral precept: and this, as 
has been acknowledged, is highly unlikely- What Olshausen 
gives as the only true explanation is equally untenable, namely, 
" that we must bear in mind the much greater freedom in sexual 
relations among the Greeks and Romans, which was an abomi
nation to the more serious Jews, and seemed to them even as 
refined fornication." By means of this* expression, comprising 
not merely gross, but refined errors of this kind, greater 
care and circumspection in their intercourse with the female 

1 0 * 
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sex were recommended to the Gentile Christians, in order 
that no cause of offence might be given to the Jewish Chris
tians." But who can believe that all this is expressed in 
the word iropvda ? How vague and arbitrary would be the 
whole idea of this iropvda, for such legal definitions ought 
to have had a precise meaning and be applied to a pre
cise object. As the rest of the ordinances related to 
especial individual cases, so this also must be assumed to hold 
good with the iropvda. In this view the explanation of Von 
Gieseler (in the Abhandlung fiber die Naz. u. Eb. in Staiidl. u. 
Tzsch. Arch. f. K . G. p. 312) deserves precedence, and we can
not but wonder how Neander and Olshausen have left it 
entirely disregarded. Von Gieseler supposes that iropvda here 
may mean incest, which deserved special mention, as among 
Gentile nations unions among blood relations were held admis
sible. This meaning the word iropvda has also, 1 Corinthians 
v. 1. 

If we assume that in this period of the Christian Church, 
of which we have the most ancient post-apostolic memorials, the 
institution of second marriages was looked on as fornication 
and adultery, and so designated by the oldest Christian 
authors, we can the less have any doubt that through the 
word, iropvda those marriage unions were indicated, which 
according to the views prevailing at that time among Chris
tians, were considered unlawful, and as tokens of an unchaste 
and carnal mind. This explanation suits very well with the 
context. For as partaking in the Gentile sacrifices and the 
eating of things strangled, and of blood, were looked on as 
a Gentile corruption, because through them men were brought 
into communion with demons, the gods of the Gentiles, so 
also those marriage unions, and especially the contracting of 
second marriages, appeared inadmissible, as leading away 
from the true God, and as an opposition to Monotheism. H e 
who contracted so unchaste a union gave, by his deed, a 
token that he, as the Clementine Homilies express it, had no 
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monarchical soul, i.e. no soul capable of appreciating the highest 
unity. He must here remember the Old Testament repre
sentation of the chosen people, owing, as it were, marriage 
fidelity to God, and the New Testament idea of the union of 
Christ with the Church as his Bride, then, just as Christian 
marriage is spoken of in the Epistle to the Ephesians, vi. 2 2 , 
and as there is seen in this union between man and wife an 
image of that holy indissoluble relation, therefore, in the 
demands specially made on the chiefs of a Christian Church, 
1 Tim. iii. 2 , one of the peculiarities required of the InloicoiroG 
was that he should be fiiag yvvcuicoe avrjp. From this point of 
view, everything which was not suitable in regard to the mar
ried life in the Christian sense could be designated as an 
idolatrous, Gentile iropvtta* 

All these definitions, which must have been given in Jeru
salem, bear unmistakeably the impress of a time in which 
there was no sympathy bestowed by the Gentile-Christians on 
the Jewish-Christians of Palestine, who would neither abate 
anything of the strictness of the Mosaic law, nor allow of any 
milder definition of it. Their sympathy was rather given to the 
liberal-minded foreign Hellenists. Whilst there is not the least 
hint in the Pauline Epistles as to the agreement which, accord
ing to the Acts of the Apostles, was formally arranged in Jeru
salem, (for in 1 Corinthians vi. we find no such hint, even 
granting the matter treated of relates to this subject,) in all 
the post-apostolic writers on the other hand all these points 
are represented as the existing normal conditions of the Chris
tian life. How is it likely therefore that the author of the Acts 
of the Apostles himself belonged to this later time, that in the 
apostolic council in Jerusalem, he referred to the earlier apos
tolic period, and to a decree of the Apostle himself, that which 
had of itself become a praxis, characterizing the Christian life 
in the relations which Jewish and Gentile-Christians held to 
each other ? The Pseudo-Clementine Homilies place us in just 
the same sphere of the relations of life. Whon the Apostle 
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Peter, in the character of the Apostle to the Gentiles, organized 
the Gentile Churches founded by him in Tyre and Sidon, he 
gave them the following precepts, Horn. vii. 4, 8 : — " E O T I 81 ra 
apivKOvra r<£ 0€(£ — Tpawk%r\g Saifi6vo)v awi\ea9ai, vtKpag prj 
ytvtadai aatcpbg, firj \paveiv aifiarog, IK wavrbg awoXvtaQai (or 
according to Cotelier's emendation, awoXoveaOai), Xifiarog, ra 
Se Xoiwa ivl Xoyy, &<ra Oebv aefiovreg ffKOvaav 'IOUSCUOI, Kal ifieig 
aKOvaare awavrtg, iv 7roXAoTc a&fxaaiv filav y ve&ftiji/ dvaXafiovrtg. 
The Apostle left this precept behind him at Tyre, and when he 
went from thence to Sidon, he there gave a similar one. 'H 81 
vw* avrov (God) bpurOeiaa Qpr\OKud iariv' TO fiovov avrov <re(5tiv9 

Kal Tcj> rrjg dXtjOdag fiovw WIGTEVBIV wpo^{]rr\, Kal tig a<f>tmv 
dfiapniov fiawTiaBrivai, Kal ovry Sia dyvordrrig fiatprjg dvayzvvr\~ 
Q\\vai dt<$ Sta TOV awl^ovrog vSatog' rpawi^g Saifiovwv firi 
fiETaXafifidveiv, Xlyw Se dS(x)Xo6vTO)V9 vtKpwvy WVIKTIOV OripiaXiv-
Twv9 aifiarog, firj aKaOdprwg (iiovv, inrb Kolrrig yvvaUog XovtaBai, 
avrag fiiv Kal a<pt$pov <f>vXaTTtiv, wavrag Si awfypovuv, zvwoidv, 
firi aSiKtivy &c. If we deduct from this what belongs especially 
to the Clementine view of Christianity, and if we take into 
consideration that baptism is here put in the place of the 
circumcision which had been abandoned, we have the four 
points presented to us in the Acts of the Apostles. For there 
can be no doubt that the fir) aKaOdprwg (5iovv9 or the 7ravr6c 
awoXoisaOai Xvfiarog, corresponds to the awi\eaOai wopvdag, 
and includes in itself what is apparently to be understood by 
the wopvda. Any express prohibition of second marriages is 
not indeed to be found in the Clementine Homilies; but as the 
wopvda, or fioixda, is considered next to idolatry to be the 
greatest sin, and as the greatest stress is laid on the fact that 
everything in human life has a strict monarchical form and 
direction, it is rightly assumed that second marriages would 
therefore scarcely need an express prohibition, for it would be 
thought self-evident that they were included under wopvda, or 
fioixda. 

In the passage first quoted it is clearly stated that the Jewish 
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Christians considered the observance of the decrees in ques
tion as the essential condition by which alone they could enter 
into perfect communion with the Gentile Christians. In 
this modified form the two heterogeneous elements first ap
proached to a unity. But how far both sides still stand apart in 
that time in which we first become really aware of the existing 
difference! 



CHAPTER V I . . 

THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY OP THE APOSTLE.—ACTS XVI. 

IT was one of the grandest moments in the life of the Apostle 

when, after these transactions at Jerusalem, he defended the 

great cause of his Gospel and apostolic mission before the 

assembly of the elder Apostles and the whole Church of Jeru

salem, penetrated as he was with a deep consciousness of its 

truth, as he expresses it in his Epistles. One of the ideas 

developed by his first journey to Jerusalem was now a matter-

of-fact reality, evident to all eyes. The Apostle had given 

utterance to a real, undeniable truth when he characterized the 

cause of his Gospel as the cause of God. If this, on the part 

of the Apostle, was the most powerful evidence of its truth, on 

the other hand the great practical importance which the matter 

now took made the opposition of its enemies more decided and 

energetic. As Barnabas soon after the transactions at Jeru

salem showed signs of lukewarmness, it was in fact the Apostle 

alone who had to wage the whole battle with the power of 

Judaism, which up to that time had been so closely interwoven 

with Christianity. After he had spent some time in Antioch, 

he undertook a new missionary journey, prompted by the deep 

self-consciousness evolved by the events at Jerusalem and 

Antioch, and by the conviction which these had freshly esta

blished, that the cause of his Gospel could never be crushed by 

merely human power, but that it contained in itself the whole 

future of the history of the development of Christianity. In 

this journey he not only revisited the countries in Asia Minor 

where he had before been, but took the more important step 

of carrying over the doctrine of the Gospel from Troas to 

Macedonia, and from thence spreading it further in the 
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countries of Europe. *It is quite according to the usual 
method of classic antiquity (a method which is by no means 
strange to the author of the Acts of the Apostles) that so im
portant an era, including so much of the future history of the 
cause of the Gospel, should be inaugurated by a vision of the 
night. In this vision a man from Macedonia appeared to the 
Apostle with a prayer that he would go over to Macedonia and 
help them (xvi. 9). As the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
is desirous to show the inherent desire of the Gentile world for 
the salvation of the Gospel by every sign and token in his 
power, so here, by this man of Macedonia, he symbolizes the 
desire for salvation with which not only the people of Mace
donia, but those of Europe humanity generally, appealed to the 
Apostle as the ambassador of the newly revealed salvation. 
Although by such an embellishment of history the literary in
dividuality of the author of the Acts of the Apostles may be 
gratified, its acceptance would only involve us in a series of 
narratives in which we should again see the rest of the events 
in the life of the Apostle by the magic light of miracle, and 
their historical truth covered by a thick veil. 

The occurrences which are assumed to have taken place during 
the Apostle's visit to Philippi, in Macedonia, belong to the most 
miraculous order of those which the Acts of the Apostles relates 
of him. Interpreters and critics (not excepting Neander) indeed 
pass over these suspicious passages with their accustomedfacility, 
but it cannot be denied that there is very much in them to which 
we may make valid objection. The chief difficulty is in the nar
rative beginning chap. xvi. 20, but the one preceding it where 
its immediate cause is presented, is strange enough. Whilst 
Paul and Silas, as is related, lingered some days in Philippi 
they were followed, as soon as they were outside the city on 
the way to the Jewish Proseuche, by a damsel possessed with 
a spirit of divination, with the loud cry, " These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who show us the way of salva
tion." After the damsel had done this for many days, Paul at 
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last turned angrily to her, and in the name of Jesus-Christ 
commanded the spirit to come out of her. But as those persons 
whose slave she was, lost the important gains which they were 
wont to obtain from her prophetic powers, they excited a 
popular tumult against Paul and Silas, on the charge of political 
intrigue, and accomplished the arrest of the Apostle and his 
companion. The attempts of modern interpreters to explain 
this matter more clearly only place its improbability in a 
stronger light. The irvevfia irvOwvog is treated in a very 
peculiar manner. Modern interpreters reject the theory of 
ventriloquism, which the expression irfievfxa irvOwvog would 
imply, and of which we get a hint in certain earlier occur
rences ; but Olshausen and Neander are positive that they find 
the solution they desire of this phenomenon in the phenomena 
of somnambulism. " In the recognition of the spiritual cha
racteristics of the Apostle by the damsel," says Olshausen, 
" there may be perceived the same clairvoyance, of which such 
numerous examples are found in those Gospel histories which 
relate the healing of those possessed by demons." In the 
same sense Neander (page 242) speaks of the " phenomena of 
the somnambulistic state taking the form of convulsions,* in 
which the impression of what, the damsel had before heard of 
Paul reacted on, and became mingled with, her own heathen 
ideas." According to this explanation there is impressed on 
us, to say the least, a doubt as to how the Apostle could have 
treated the damsel as one possessed by an evil spirit, if she 
had merely been in a state of somnambulism. Olshausen 
gives no explanation of this, but Neander says (page 244), 
"There is no ground for assuming that an error could not 
possibly exist in the light of the Apostle's Christian conscious-

* W e may observe by the way that there is not the least hint in the text of con
vulsions, or of a condition of ecstasy. I must likewise declare, as wholly foreign to 
the question, the assertion that persons who imparted oracles in an ecstatic condition, 
under the influence of powerful convulsions, could never return to that condition 
after their conversion to Christianity, as there is not a single word said in the text 
on the chief point on which the assertion is based, the conversion of the slave. 
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ness on such ta subject as this, which does not affect belief in 
truth, but belongs to a perfectly different and lower province, 
namely, the question whether this must be taken as a pheno
menon explicable from the nature of the human soul, from its 
natural powers, its connection with the corporeal organism, 
or as the consequence of possession by a personal evil spirit." 
It is very evident what dangerous consequences lie in this 
explanation for a standpoint like that of Neander. A s 
Neander expressly says, that in a case like the foregoing, the 
possibility of error on the part of the Apostle may be assumed. 
W h y may not this assumption be permitted in other like cases ? 
Olshausen has already brought the demoniacs of the Gospel 
under the point of view of somnambulistic phenomena. May 
we, following the lead of Neander^s assertion, suppose the pos
sibility of error in the religious consciousness of Jesus himself ? 
For the demoniacs of the Gospel are never described as being 
in a condition of somnambulism, but as being possessed by evil 
spirits. 

With what right can it be further maintained, that a question 
of this sort does not properly belong to the sphere of belief in 
truth ? As long as the doctrine of demons holds its peculiar 
place in the series of truths of the Christian faith, the question 
of the influence of demons, and its extent, must undoubtedly 
have a real religious importance, and it cannot be concluded 
without inconsequence that an Apostle enlightened by the 
divine Spirit may have been in error on the question whether 
in a certain case a demoniac influence existed or a natural 
phenomenon. If, however, we let such questions rest as they 
are, the supposition of a condition similar to the phenomena 
of somnambulism is in any case refuted in these passages. If 
the damsel was not really possessed by an evil spirit, how could 
the Apostle command the spirit with which she was afflicted to 
come out of her ? What must we think of the preceding 
change in the damsel, if the Apostle was so much at fault 
respecting the cause of the malady with which she was visited ? 
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Must we accept it as an operation of his miraculous power, in a 
case in which he did not even know on what object to direct 
it ? And how must we explain the displeasure which the 
outcries of the damsel excited in the Apostle, and the reprov
ing earnestness which he brought to bear on them, if no evil 
spirit here asserted its existence ? Neander seems to have 
this question seriously before him, as he remarks (page 243), 
" The Apostle commanded the spirit which held her heart and 
reason imprisoned to come out of her. If this was not a 
personal evil spirit, it was yet under the control of an ungodly 
spirit. That which is free in man—which rules over all natural 
impulses and powers—was made subservient to such a spirit as 
this. And through the divine might of him who restored peace 
and harmony to the distracted soul of the demoniacally-afflicted 
damsel, she found herself in a changed condition, freed from 
the power of the ungodly spirit, and never again liable to 
become subject to such a condition." According to this, we 
are to suppose, an ungodly spirit, which is no personal evil 
spirit, a state of bondage to natural impulses and powers 
from which no one can free himself, and yet, at the same time, 
a state into which one can enter by choice and free-will. But 
what is gained by such half measures in reasoning ? To what 
purpose is such a rationalizing of miracles, when in other places 
there is no hesitation in heaping miracle on miracle ? W e 
openly confess therefore, as the letter of the text requires, that 
an evil spirit is here spoken of, and that from our present 
standpoint we can distinguish the actual fact from the Apostle's 
conception of it, as little as from the account of the author. 
The displeasure of the Apostle and the miraculous act per
formed by him can therefore have no other reason than that, 
although the evil spirit unwillingly bore witness to the truth, 
the Apostle did not wish to see the acknowledgment of the 
truth promoted by demoniacal help. But the demon who 
here asserted his existence is called irvevfia irvdwvog. If we 
grant that the expression does not exactly necessitate the idea 
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of such a spirit as the Pythian Apollo, yet it must be looked 

on in any case as something characteristic that it is here stated 

that the demon was " a spirit of divination." There existed 

also a special class of spirits of divination, who whilst they 

possessed, in common with the demons of the general Jewish-

Christian idea, the superior knowledge that pertained to their 

race, had also the power of prophesying. But does not this 

lead us still further back into the heathen statement, which 

Plutarch (De def. Orac. 9.) indicates as something highly fool

ish and childish, "rhv Otbv avrhv Sxrwtp roitg iyyaarpifivOovg 

EvpvtcXiag iraXai, vvvi iHOwvag Trpoaayopsvofiivovg, ivSvofievov 

ug TCL <T(jjfAara rtov TrpoQryrwv vwotyQiyyurOai, roig eicelvwv tTTOfiaai 

Kal (fx*)vcug xg>co/x£vov bpyavoig" But if it is insisted that 

the demon as such was a spirit of divination, how can we 

think, how reconcile it with sound psychological ideas, that a 

demon as a superior being taking possession of men, was at 

the same time so completely in the service of the men it 

possessed, that the latter could make what use they pleased of 

the divining power of the demon, and could drive what bargain 

they pleased ? This in fact surpasses even all that is said in 

the Gospels concerning the relations of demons with those 

possessed by them, and shows clearly that those interpreters 

who throw no doubt on the reality of demoniac possession feel 

that in this case they must take another course; affording a 

fresh proof that a coherent narrative cannot be made out of the 

occurrences related. 

The chief difficulties, however, as we have said, concentrate 

in some of the facts, to which those already spoken of form 

only the introduction. The contents of the narrative are 

shortly these : The masters of the slave, deprived of the gains 

which they made by her, owing to the expulsion of the spirit 

of divination, excited the people to an uproar by a charge of 

political innovation brought against Paul and Silas; the result 

of which was that the Duumviri of the city of Philippi caused 

the two Apostles to be scourged with rods, thrown into the 
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deepest prison, and held in the strictest confinement. But at 
midnight Paul and Silas raised a loud hymn, heard by all the 
prisoners, which was followed immediately by a severe earth
quake, causing the doors of the prison to be thrown open 
and the fetters of the prisoners to be loosed. A t the sight of 
the open doors the keeper of the prison, thinking that the 
prisoners had escaped, was about to throw himself on his 
sword, when Paul called out to him with a loud voice that they 
were all there, and he, falling at the feet of_ Paul and Silas, 
asked, " What must I do to be saved ?" The answer was, 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." The word of God was 
then declared to. him and to all his household, and they received 
Christian baptism, whereupon this keeper of the prison, as an 
expression of his joy, that same night arranged a festive meal. 

Scarcely had the day broke when the Duumviri sent the 
command to release Paul and Silas. But Paul declared that 
they had suffered the indignity as Roman citizens, and it was 
not fitting that they should be put out privily; that the 
Duumviri should come in person and take them out of prison. 
These magistrates, learning for the first time that they had 
allowed these proceedings to be taken against Roman citizens, 
actually came in person, led the Apostles out of prison, and 
prayed them with friendly words to leave the city. 

This simple summary of the chief points in the narrative 
shows clearly enough how signally the whole course of the 
matter fails in natural connexion. This objection by no means 
applies merely to the miracle included in the account, the 
reality of which is insisted on. The interpretation which 
takes the earthquake, as a merely natural circumstance, 
is in direct contradiction to the words and meaning of the 
author. Neander gives this turn to the passage (page 
245): " A t midnight Paul and Silas joined in praising God in 
prayer because an earthquake shook the foundations of the 
prison." I can only see in this interpretation a transposition 
which the text does not justify, as the author certainly does 
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not intend to represent the earthquake as the cause of the 
prayer, but as the consequence and operation of it. How can 
we believe that not only were the doors of the prison opened 
by the earthquake, but that it even loosened the fetters of the 
prisoners ? Let us leave the miracle as we find it, as it is the 
only one in this part of the narrative which contains a certain > 
kind of connexion; and let us take the circumstances which 
followed into consideration. 

Whilst the two Apostles were singing and praying so loudly 
that all their fellow-prisoners heard them, the keeper of the 
prison alone lay in a deep sleep. When at last (as we must 
suppose, as soon as he was alarmed by the earthquake) he 
awoke and saw the doors of the prison opened, the first thing 
he did was to draw his sword in order to kill himself, without 
seeing whether the prisoners were really fled as he feared or 
not, before he resolved on this desperate deed. He also 
apparently never thought that the earthquake which awakened 
him might possibly have been the cause of the doors standing 
open, in which case no blame would have fallen on him; 
and when Paul called to him with a loud voice that they 
were all there, he threw himself at the feet of Paul and Silas 
without any visible cause. How did he know that the convul
sion of the earth which he also took as miraculous had hap
pened expressly for the sake of the Apostles? and assuming 
(although the author does not say so) that Paul and Silas had 
informed him of this, what could have decided him to place 
such implicit confidence in them on so short an acquaintance, 
and how could the Apostles themselves have given the assur
ance they did so confidently (28) in the darkness (29), which 
any of their fellow-prisoners might easily have made available 
for the purpose of flight ? Is it likely further, that the keeper 
of the prison who just before would have killed himself on the 
spur of the moment, because he feared he had betrayed his 
trust without knowing how, now so completely foijgot this fear 
and its cause—the Duumviri—that he carried off the two 
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prisoners with him to his house and entertained them at a 
festival, as if he now at once were freed from all responsibility, 
although he could have no ground for the assumption that the 
Duumviri had changed their views with regard to the 
prisoners, and would leave him unpunished, with the trust of 
his office violated, and the express commands he had received 
contravened ? With the dawn of day the Duumviri, they who 
had the day before taken such harsh measures, and seemed 
about to take some still harsher, did indeed send the further 
command to let the two prisoners go; but there is no connec
tion to be seen here.* If we say they may have acted so 
strictly on the preceding day, merely on account of the people, 
this does not seem a very probable course of proceeding 
for Roman magistrates, and (xvi. 35) would rather give us 
to understand that although they were not over well pleased 
with the affair, yet the narrative undoubtedly tacitly implies 
that they had received a warning to act thus from the earth
quake of which they must have been aware. 

The improbabilities are not even yet sufficient. The Duum
viri now first perceive that they have made a mistake in thus 
treating Roman citizens, and in order to spare themselves 
further disagreeable consequences, they go in person to the 
prison to ask forgiveness of the prisoners, and to promise they 
would not carry the affair any further. Can we imagine that 
Roman magistrates would conduct themselves in such a manner, 
and in a case where their official dignity was at stake, oommit 
so striking an error which they could not retrieve ? Either it 
was a common practice to ask those who were liable to punish
ment first of all whether or not they were Roman citizens, or else 
it was concluded that those who were to be punished would pro* 

* That this warrant of discharge was received by them in consequence of the im
pression they made on the gaoler, as Neander supposes, is the less likely, as so 
important a circumstance would not possibly have been overlooked by a faithful 
author. The narrative evidently will not warrant any outward motive of that 
kind. 
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claim their citizenship, and avail themselves of its privileges> 
as we find in a like case, Acts xxii. 25. If the first had been 
the case here, the enquiry would not have been omitted, but if 
the latter, if Paul and Silas had claimed the benefit of their 
Roman citizenship, the Duumviri would have been without 
justification. But in any case, we cannot conceive how it was 
they did not resolve in the first place to ward off the injustice 
about to be committed, as it was their duty to do, and as Paul did 
Acts xxii. 25, before he was beaten with rods, when he said to 
the centurion (u avOpwirov 'Pw/xcuov KQ\ aKaTaKpiTOviKecmvvixiv 

pnurrtZeiv;) In this case the Apostles first said they were Roman 
citizens after they had received their punishment. Were they 
not themselves to blame for this ? or could they reckon before
hand, that in a matter where the means by which they could 
have sufficiently secured themselves lay in their own hands, 
God had resolved to effect their complete release, and this 
by so striking a vindication? This is really the idea that 
lies at the foundation of this miraculous narrative. From the 
first the most illegal measures were taken against the two 
Apostles, and in the harshest manner. They were not merely 
beaten with rods, but thrust into the darkest dungeon, and 
watched with the greatest care, without any one seeming to 
know exactly what great crime they had committed. No enquiry 
was instituted, no legal forms were observed, nothing was done 
which was customary in Roman tribunals, and all this evidently 
with a view that God should have the more opportunity to give 
a complete vindication. It is a kind of triumphal cry to which Paul 
gives utterance, when he says to the despairing keeper of the 
prison (xvi. 28), "Do thyself no harm, for we are all here!" as 
though he would say, u It is by no means the case that we have 
made use of this miracle which has taken place on our account 
in order to set ourselves free. Y e must however now perceive 
whom ye have seized, and of how much ye are guilty against our 
h o n o u r I t is not enough that the keeper of the prison be con
verted in one moment, he must also directly prepare a festive 

11 
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meal, in order to show all honour to his distinguished prisoners. 
And all this—the conversion of the keeper of the prison and 
his whole household, their first instruction in Christianity, 
the baptism of the converted, the entertainment—happened 
in the same night, in the course of the few hours between mid
night and morning. So powerful and enthralling was the 
impression made by the miracle, and in so august a light do 
the two Apostles appear! The Roman magistrates are now 
obliged to condescend so far as to repair to the prison in 
person in order to offer the fullest compensation to the two Apos
tles for the injustice they had endured. The question here may 
well be raised, whether such a trenchant claim for satisfaction, 
gratified by such a trifling outward formality, was thoroughly 
suitable to the character of the Apostles and worthy of them. 
Wetstein is the only one of the older interpreters who takes into 
consideration this question which so naturally presents itself. 
"Hoc Paulus debebat sibi ipsi, si enim clam abiisset, paullo 
post rumor fuisset sparsus, effracto carcere ipsum aufugisse, quae 
res famae et auctoritati apostolicae apud Philippenses et alios 
multum nocuisset." But there is in fact no question of a secret 
dismissal comprised in the command sent by the Duumviri, 
and although the Duumviri may have set the Apostles free by 
an official command, and did not exactly lead them out of 
prison personally, we do not see how in any reasonable manner 
it can be inferred that Paul and Silas fled secretly. Everything 
was publicly conducted, and if the Apostles found it necessary 
to demand a special public recognition of their innocence, why 
did they ask for a vindication of their honour, which so easily 
gives rise to the idea that they were exhibiting egotistical 
feeling and carrying it to excess ? 

Wetstein says still further, " Porro etiam jure civili et natu-
rali tenebatur immunitem suam et civitatem Romanum asse-
rare; quid enim sunt immunitatem et jura, si quis ea negligat, 
et sibi eripi patiatur ? si alii omnes idem facerent, et qui nunc 
vivunt, et posteri ipsorum perpetuus addicentur servituti et 
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mancipiorum loco habebuntur. Boni autem civis est, facere 
ne sua negligentia alii, quibuscum vivit, cives, et preecipue 
liberi nepotesque deterioris fiant conditiones quam fuissent 
absque eo." All this is quite true; but we must all the more 
wonder why the Apostles, as it was their clear duty to do, did 
not at first make use of their Roman citizenship, and protest 
against so unjust and insulting a transaction. Even if they 
had wished not to claim the privilege till afterwards, we cannot 
see any reason why it must have been done exactly in this 
form,* In one word, the result of the judicial enquiry instituted 
against the Apostles is that they come out of it with increased 
glory, that they appear as lofty, unapproachable beings pro
tected by Divine power. 

This entire series of improbabilities brought together with 
such evident design, must cast the gravest suspicion on the his
torical character of the narrative. Even if it does not bear a 
mythical stamp, there is a shadow of the mythical over it. This 
is also a decided copy of what had before occurred at Philippi. 

* Neander, p. 246, takes another direction, in order to vindicate the conduct 
of the Apostle. " If anything fanatical had been mixed up with the holy enthu
siasm with which Paul bore all shame and suffering in the cause of the Lord, he 
certainly would have done nothing to escape from the shame which he might have 
avoided without prejudice, and with advantage to his office, and this in order to 
receive as an apology to his dignity what he might have received on account of 
his citizenship. This is not far from what in later times the morality of the 
monkish spirit called h u m i l i t y O f such humility we indeed see no trace, but 
the question is not now of this, but rather of the contrary, he who stands not far 
from one extreme, is for that very reason not free from the suspicion of standing too 
near the other. Olshausen thinks that he can remove all difficulty by the remark 
that the Apostle may have acted towards mankind, generally, according to the 
jus talionis, whose legality they alone were in a condition to estimate. But is this the 
morality of Christian principle ? Whither must such a moral evasion lead in the 
judgment of others, and in what direct contradiction does this jus talionis stand to 
the command of Jesus, Matthew v. 38, 39. Again, it must be taken into considera
tion, with regard to Silas, that all token of Roman citizenship in his case is wanting 
—nothing at all is said of it—but on the other hand we cannot blame Grotius when 
he says that Paul here speaks ** communicative "—he ascribes only " per synec-
dochen," the Roman citizenship to his companion Silas, but then it must be granted 
that the Romans would scarcely have been willing to allow such a synecdoche, since 
the nature of their legal relations would scarcely allow such an application. 

11 * 
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The whole tenor of the narrative tends to exhibit the disgrace 
of the opponents who are themselves made to aid in this design, 
whilst they are interfering in so remarkable a manner with the 
two preachers of the Gospel. Nothing less is done to them 
than to beat them with rods, to put them in chains, and to 
thrust them into the darkest dungeons. But if a fitting satis
faction for this were demanded, something would be necessary 
on their side to enable them to act in the best and most legal 
manner. To this end nothing could more naturally offer itself 
than the well-known fact that the Apostle Paul was in posses
sion of Roman citizenship. But if he were to make use of 
this right with any result, nothing must be alleged against it 
by Roman magistrates. Romans must acknowledge Roman 
citizenship. Roman magistrates would therefore be obliged to 
relinquish all proceedings of any kind whatever against the two 
Apostles, as illegal. But Roman magistrates could only be 
supposed to be in a Roman municipal city, and such a city was 
Philippi as a Roman colony. Also at the first mention of the 
city of Philippi it was remarked that it was a Roman colony, 
and everything that is related of the residence of the two 
Apostles in Philippi seems only to be told, as an introduction to 
what afterwards took place between them and the Roman 
magistrates. They were obliged to pass many days at the 
house of Lydia, because the affair with the possessed damsel is 
represented as extending over many days,* and this occurrence 
was the cause of the more important events which followed. 
Everything is here introduced with this ulterior motive, to 
enhance the effect of the chief scene, the glorification of the 
Apostle and his companion. And what is the foundation of 
all this ? The apologetic parallel between the Apostle Peter 

* Not without reason does it seem specially indicated (xvi. 18) that the damsel 
acted in this manner during several days (17.)* This is evidently the cause of 
the Apostle's " grief" (the foa-KovtioQai, iv. 2). This " grief" is given as the most 
immediate cause of the expulsion of the demon. The more cause the Apostle had 
for ( ( grief" in the behaviour of the damsel, the more unjust appears what afterwards 
occurred. 
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and the Apostle Paul. Twice was Peter in a miraculous manner 

released from prison. The first time when he had been thrown 

into a dungeon with the rest of the Apostles at the command 

of the Sanhedrim, v. 1 9 ; the second time when, after th6 

execution of the elder James, king Herod destined the same fate 

for him, xii. 3 . The Apostle Paul must therefore not be back

ward in giving a similar token of the divine miraculous power 

which animated him. If according to the analogy of the charac

ters in the Acts of the Apostles the Pauline miracle is only to be 

looked at as a reflex of the Petrine, then the question as to the 

actual reality of such miraculous narratives must be raised upon 

the first event, of which the latter is but a copy. The copy 

can only be understood from the original. It will therefore 

not be out of place in the interest of the enquiry before us 

if we look a little closer into the nature of this Petrine miracle 

which is here reflected in Paul. 

The narrative of the hostile measures which king Herod 

Agrippa took against the Christian Church at Jerusalem, (Acts 

xii.) stands altogether alone. There is nothing said about the 

cause which led the king to act in so extremely harsh a manner all 

at once towards the Apostles who had remained unmolested in 

Jerusalem during the first persecution, nor why the elder James> 

who is otherwise not specially mentioned, had drawn particular 

attention upon himself. Neither is there any question of what 

took place in the sequel in Jerusalem against the Apostles there, 

aud the whole proceeding is so much the more astonishing, as 

Josephus is not only completely silent on these events, but espe

cially praises the mild, beneficent mind of the king, who tvas in no 

way inclined to cruelty.* There is only one indication of a point 

of contact between the Acts of the Apostles and the narrative 

of Josephus. According to Acts xii. 3, the king seems to have 

* Antiq. 19, 7, 8: 'XirtQvicti 8k 6 fiaaikkvQ OXJTOQ—r)86ptvoc rtp xaptgl(r0<u 
rif piovv iv ivfrifiia %aipQvy KCLT* oirdkv' Hp WSTJ rtf irpb kavrov Pd&iXtt rbv rpotcov 
cvfjL<ptp6fitvoQ Utivtp yap icovrjpbv r)v fjQoQ liri rifitapiav andropov—wpavQ ik o 
rpoirog 'Aypiirira Kai irpbg iravrag rb svtpytTiKbv *6pou>v. 
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been actuated when he took these persecuting measures by his 
desire to render himself pleasing to the people. Josephus 
especially brings forward this desire for popularity and indeed 
connects it with a strong adherence to the national worship.* 
In this respect, what is stated in the Acts of the Apostles 
seems to be confirmed. The zeal of the king for the estab
lished national worship would have made him hate a sect which 
however closely it might adhere to Judaism, still because it 
acknowledged the name of Jesus who had been condemned by 
the Jewish authorities, had excited against itself a suspicion of 
religious innovation. On the other hand we find no trace of the 
harsh measures against the Christian Church at Jerusalem 
being calculated to gain popularity; —indeed Josephus relates 
a case in which judging by analogy the contrary seems to be 
indicated. I mean the well known narrative in which he re
lates the death of James the Just in accordance with the text 
of the tradition. He says, Antiq. xx. 9 : 'O St vtwrepog 
"Avavog ov rrjv ap\up(a)avvriv e<pafxev irapuX-qQlvai, Opacrvg TJV TOV 

TpOTTOV KCU ToXfAYITrJQ Sta<j>Ep6vT(>)g' CUptCTLV Si fXtTTQSl TYJV 2aS§0V-
KCLIUV, Hurep elal irepl Tag Kplaug WJUOI irapa navrag rolg 'lovSalovg 
Ka0a>e %Sr) SESIĴ WKOJUCV' are Srj ovvTOiomog &v b'Avavog, vopicrag 
i \ e i v KalP0V

 ITTLTYISBIOV, Sia TO Ttdvavai plv ^ijorrov, 'AAj3u»ov Si 
tri Kara rrjv bSbv vtrap\uvy KaOi^ei avvlSpiov KpiTwv' Kal irapa-
yaywv elg avrb (TOV aSeX<f>bv 'Iijcrou TOV Xeyouivov Xpiarov 
'laicwfiog ovofxa avTtJjj, Kal) Tivag (iripovg} wg irapavofxri(ravTU)v 
Karr\yoplav iroir\aantvog irapzSwKt XevcF0r)CFO^ivovg. "Oo-oi 81 
ISOKOVV hruiKiarcLTOi TSJV Kara rrjv iroXiv uvai Kal TO. irepl rovg 
vopovg aicpifStig, (Sapiwg r)viyicav lirl roury, Kal irifnrovcn irpbg 
TOV (iacnXia (the King Agrippa of Acts xxv. 13, the son of 
Herod Agrippa, Acts xii. 1), Kpv<pa irapaKaXovvTeg ai)Tov Imcr-
TtiXai rq> 'Avavij) UYIKITI TOiavTa irpaaouv' fir)Sl yap TO irpwTOv 
opOHjg avTov wzTroiriKlvat. Tivlg Si avTwv Kal TOV 'AXfilvov 

* Antiq. 10, 7, 8: 'Rtina yovv avr<p Siaira Kai trvvtxVQ *V TO7Q 'ItpoaoXvpoiQ 
ifVy Kai rd itdrpia KaOap&g irfjptr dtd Tcdar\g yovv avrbv ifytv dyvtiag, ovSi 
tffiipa TIQ naptahviv avrtp, Ttjg vonifirjg x^lptvovaa Qvoiag. 
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iiravTuaZovaiv awb Tt)g 3AXe^avSpdag bSonropovvTa icai SISCHTKOV-

aiv tog OVK if£bv ijv 'Avavy XWP*C Trig EKUVOV yvtofiY\g Kadiaai 
avviSpiov. yA\fiTvog 8e irucrOeig rolg Xeyofilvoig ypa^Ei [AET 
6pyr\g r<£ 'Avai /y , \r)\pecrOaL nap* aurou SUag awEiXtoV, Kal 6 j3ao-i-
Xevg 'Aypiwrrag Sta TOVTO rrjv apyiEpwavvr\v a^\6p.hvog avTvv 
apZavra firivag rpug 'lriaovv TOV TOV Aapvaiov KaTiaTr\<JEV. 

It is confessedly very doubtful whether Josephus really 
speaks especially of James in this place; tho passage is in all 
probability to be read without the concluding words, which 
seem to be only a Christian gloss. But at the same time 
scarcely anything else except Christians can be understood by 
that Trapavofii'icravTsg. And indeed, if the apocryphal sounding 
narrative of Hegesippus (Euseb. H . E. ii. 23) contains any 
truth regarding the death of James the Just he must at that 
time have perished by some violent means or other. According 
to Hegesippus James the Just was stoned, and not at the 
instigation of the populace, but at that of the chiefs of the 
sect (rivig Ttov ETTTO, alplaetov TWV iv rq> \ai$ (Eus. ib.) by 
which we understand the Pharisees to be meant, because at 
the same time mention is made of their doctrine of the denial 
of the resurrection, (al 8e alpeaug al wpoEtpripivaL OVK imaTEvov 
ovre avacFTaaiv, OVTE ip\6fiEvov awoSovvai EKaarip Kara r a epya 
avrov). 

If we now compare the case related by Josephus with that 
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles we easily perceive that, 
as at that time of which Josephus speaks, a deed of violence 
had been committed against a member of the Church at 
Jerusalem, and perhaps even against its chief, such an one 
may have already happened earlier under King Herod Agrippa. 
Apparently at that time a high priest belonging to the sect of 
the Sadducees aided in the matter. At any rate, according to 
Josephus, Antiq. xix. 6, 4, the King stood in a very close con
nection with the then High Priest. That in any case an act of 
cruelty was committed against the Church by Herod Agrippa, 
and as the Acts of tho Apostles relates, tho elder James 
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died a violent death, receives still further confirmation from the 
original Christian legends concerning the death of this king, 
which—according to the kind of death described by Jose
phus—would not have been represented in the manner related, 
(Acts vii. 19)* if there had not existed a reason for such a nar
rative being given with immediate reference to the Christian 
Church. But the above quotation from Josephus shows quite 
clearly how unpopular such persecuting measures were, and 
the conclusion is very obvious, that the act of violence subse
quently committed by the High Priest Ananus excited general 
displeasure among all the right-thinking orderly inhabitants 
cf Jerusalem, and occasioned the measures spoken of by 

* If we compare the narrative of the death of the king (Acts xii. 19), with that 
in Josephus, Antiq. xix. 8, 2 , we see a remarkable similarity running through all 
the differences which exist in the accounts. Josephus also places the sickness and 
death of the king in direct connection with the festivities of the day, and with the 
indecorous honour which was shown to the king by the sycophantic people. The 
historical fact which lies at the root of both narratives, namely the sudden death of 
the king, occurring shortly after the festival days, allows of no doubt; and Josephus 
also seems to have considered it as a divinely sent punishment, or else he would not 
have placed it in such direct relation to the superhuman honours of which he speaks. 
Josephus indeed does not say anything of an angel of death, but speaks of an owl 
as the ominous prophet of death. Still less does Josephus say anything of the 
king's living body being devoured by worms; according to his narrative, the sick
ness was only a very severe pain in the bowels; but even this account of the sick
ness shows evidently a point of connection with the Christian legend. The piercing, 
gnawing, inwardly devouring pains—what are they when mythically presented but 
worms devouring the living body? But what inducement could there be to paint 
the disease from which the king died in such glaring colours as to attribute it to the 
gnawing worms which torment the damned in hell? (Mark ix. 44, compare Jos. 
66, 44). W e may answer this question if we call to mind that King Antiochus 
Epiphanes is reported to have died in the same manner, that king so hated by the 
Jews, the cruel persecutor of all true worshippers of God, the enemy of true 
religion, who with presumptuous audacity assumed a hostile attitude towards the 
Most High. Compare Mace. iv. 5. This deadly enemy of the Jewish name, the 
tyrannical Antiochus Epiphanes, seems to exist again in the person of King Herod 
Agrippa, who persecuted the believing disciples, put to death the Apostle James, 
and intended the same fate for the Apostle Peter; the overbearing, ungodly adver
sary, who at last even usurped divine honours. How clearly we see here a legend 
expressed in the Christian interest; and when we compare a Christian legend so 
purposely prepared with the narrative of Josephus, what light is thrown on the 
historical evenU out of which it arose ! 
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Josephus, so that the Roman Procurator Albinus thought 
himself obliged to interfere, and King Agrippa, on just the 
same ground, deprived the High Priest Ananus of his office. 
These steps were not received with greater favour by the 
people than similar ones had been when taken by Herod 
Agrippa; and those individuals who exercised most influence 
over the King, were of a different opinion in the matter. On 
this account we need not hesitate in laying to the credit of his 
acknowledged bias, what the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
says regarding the satisfaction of the people at the proceedings 
of the King. This bias is the more evident as the remark, xvi. 
3, that it " pleased the people," stands in the closest connection 
with the preceding narrative of the miracle and the chief 
occurrence in it, namely the saving of Peter, IK TTOO-IJC rfjc 
irpocrSoidas TOV Xaov TWV 'lovdatwv. xii. 1 1 . From this well-
grounded historical statement we get a certainly not impro
bable connexion with that which the Acts of the Apostles relates 
in the same manner concerning the Apostle Peter. The same 
fate threatened the Apostle Peter, and he would have been 
publicly executed, had it not been that the celebration of the 
feast of the Passover, which occurred at the time, caused a delay. 
The intentions of the King however would not thus have been 
delayed, but the Apostle Peter would have been released in a 
perfectly unexpected manner. According to the narrative in the 
Acts of the Apostles, this occurred by a miracle, but in pursu
ance of the views above stated, how natural it is to suppose 
that the King himself desisted from his purpose, and of course 
unexpectedly released the Apostle Peter, because in the interval 
he had ascertained how unpopular his proceedings were, and how 
little the execution of the Apostle James had found that favour 
with the people which he had anticipated. If we look at the 
release of the Apostle from prison with as little doubt as we do 
on his imprisonment, how can we explain it otherwise than by 
some such sudden a turn in affairs as seems to be indicated by 
the circumstances spoken of by the author of the Acts of the 
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Apostles and in part by Josephus ? According to Acts xii. 19, 
King Herod left Jerusalem directly after the release of the 
Apostle Peter and went to Caesarea. Josephus agrees with 
this, and says at the same time the third year of his reign was 
over.* As the beginning of his reign was coincident with the 
reign of the Emperor Claudius, i.e. the end of January of the 
year 41 A.D., we are justified, according to Josephus, in 
placing the departure of the King to Caesarea at the time 
in which it is placed by the Acts of the Apostles, directly 
after Easter, A.D. 44. This departure of the King, who, as 
Josephus says, would not else have left Jerusalem for some 
time, must have been caused by some special reason which 
determined him to take this step. W e must now take into 
consideration that Josephus directly after says in explanation 
of this, that the King had deprived the High Priest Matthias 
of his office, Antiq. xiv. 4. This dismissal must have taken 
place on some special grounds, as Matthias had been elected 
High Priest by King Herod himself, under conditions which 
certainly implied friendly relations. (Antiq. xix. 64.) After 
the execution of which Josephus speaks in the former place, 
and which perhaps is that of James the Less, the High Priest 
Ananus, as the instigator of the proceedings which had been 
so much disliked, was deprived of his office. In the case of 
which we are now speaking, may not the dismissal of the High 
Priest Matthias have been owing to the same cause ? 

The Apostle Peter also is truly released from prison in a man
ner perfectly unexpected, after what had occurred to James the 
elder; but the miraculous way in which this was brought about by 
an angel of the Lord is only a Christian legend or poem, which 
explains in its own manner the darkness which at that time 
enveloped the whole matter, and ascribes the happy issue of 
the whole affair to the direct operation of a higher causality. 
If the Apostle were unexpectedly set free, as soon as the release 

• A n t i q . xix. 82: rpirov 11 Irog fiaoiXtvovn rijg O\T)Q 'lovdaiag irinXrjpuirai 
Kal napijv tig wo\iv Kaiaaptiav* 
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becomes represented as a miracle, we are forced, as the most 
immediate consequence, to perceive that the intentions of the 
enemy are frustrated in the most surprising manner. On this 
account not only is the wondering expectation with which all 
the people waited for the promised show of a public execution 
brought prominently forward, v. 1 1 ; but it is also remarked as 
a remarkable circumstance that the Apostle was released in the 
night which preceded his destined execution. Can we wonder 
that on the next morning when the affair was discovered the 
greatest commotion ensued, and that the deceived King vented 
his anger on the soldiers to whose charge the prisoner had 
been consigned, and that he caused the death destined for 
the Apostle to be inflicted on his keepers. In such a case 
as this, if once the legend takes this direction, everything is 
turned to account which can heighten the dramatic effect. 
And we have accordingly here a circumstantial relation of 
measures taken in the most careful manner for watching the 
prisoner. Four quaternions of soldiers had been detached to 
keep watch at night alternately, so that two soldiers to whom 
the prisoner in the middle was bound by two chains were inside" 
the prison, and two others stood outside the door, xii. 4, 6. It 
must be seen also that this truly Roman proceeding was nothing 
extraordinary on the part of a King accustomed to Roman 
manners and customs, but at the same time heedful of national 
customs; but then why are all these details of this strict watch 
given here, and not in chapter xvi., where one should expect 
to find them, as being customary in a Roman colony ? Evidently 
because they would not have accorded with the scene with the 
keeper of the prison in chapter xvi., whereas in chapter xii, they 
are quite in the right place, in order to show incontestably how 
important this matter was considered, and how much we 
must confess was done in order to make the release of the 
Apostle from prison impossible. But was there any reason 
for such great fear and apprehension ? No one could have ex-
pccted a miracle—the Christians themselves did not think of 
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one,* and if such an expectation had existed, the measures taken 
would have been thought perfectly useless. But again we find 
something in this very peculiar; as though the enemy had a pre
sentiment of what did really afterwards happen, and took every 
precaution which seemed to them possible against i t ; and yet 
in order to make sure could only presuppose the affair as certain> 

in order to provide the better against its not taking place. 
This is evidently a mode of proceeding which bears with it an 
irony in the contrast of the intention with the result—but an 
irony which can only be appreciated from a Christian stand
point. But if the affair really took place as is here represented, 
how unlikely it appears. How badly the four soldiers placed 
with such care on guard must have fulfilled their duty, if so 
shortly before daybreak they allowed themselves to be so com
pletely overcome with sleep, that the Apostle could have escaped 
unhindered from the midst of his keepers lying around in 
slumber. This must have been shortly before daybreak, 
because if it had been earlier, the escape would not have been 
first discovered in the morning (xii. 15) ; but at least when the 
third rerpaSiov was released, between the third and fourth night 
watches. This profound sleep of the keepers must therefore 
have been brought about in a miraculous manner, and in reality 
the miracle is here evidently brought to view in a series of 
events which have every resemblance to magical operations. 
The Apostle likewise lying in a deep sleep was awakened by a 
blow on the side, suddenly freed from the chains which fell 
from his hands, stood up, dressed himself and went out without 
any hindrance through gates and guards. And even after he 
had successfully passed through the gates and guards of the 
prison, the iron gates leading into the city are made to spring 
open before him, as though not to neglect a theatrical idea, 

* The Acts cannot picture strongly enough the great astonishment of the disciples 
at the Apostle'a miraculous release from prison, xii. 23-16. A n d yet we cannot 
avoid asking, W h y were they so much astonished? would they not rather have ex
pected such a miracle, as one had already happened in a perfectly similar case* 
Acts v. 19. 
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which is here made of special effect. The effect which a series 
of miracles so completely out of the sphere of reality must 
have is indeed indicated by the author himself, when he 
remarks that the Apostle thought he had seen a vision, and 
that only after he had again come to his full consciousness was 
he able to decide exactly between reality and vision—truth and 
fancy. But we cannot ignore the question how the Apostle, 
who alone is of any worth here as a witness, could have been so 
certain that all this had been performed by an angel, if he had 
not been more clearly conscious of what had happened. The 
miraculous narrative thus bears with it its own refutation. 

If the historic fact to which the two miraculous narratives. 
Acts xii. and xvi. (as well as the earlier one Acts v. 19, &c.) have 
been made to refer, possesses any probability, a further con
clusion may be drawn as to the relations existing at that time 
in the Christian Church at Jerusalem. A s the members of 
this Church still strictly adhered to the Jewish religion, observed 
its laws and customs, and only separated themselves from the 
rest of the Jews because they believed in Jesus as the Messiah 
which had appeared, it cannot be supposed that the Jews in 
Jerusalem placed any great obstacle in their way. They were 
willingly tolerated as long as they did not come to any such 
openly pronounced breach with the Jewish laws, as had been 
the case with Stephen and the Hellenists allied with him. But 
it was far otherwise with the chiefs of the Jewish nation. The 
establishment of a sect whose Founder they had rembved out 
of the way by a public sentence of condemnation, must have 
been peculiarly disliked by them. It is therefore not impro
bable that the persecution of the Christians had really been of 
an earlier date, and as, according to Josephus, those who were 
appointed to the highest offices of state were chiefly Sad-
ducees, we may believe the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
when he says that such oppressive measures were generally 
taken by the Sadducees. This party would undoubtedly have 
taken further steps of this kind if they had had full liberty of 
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action, and had not been restrained partly by regard to the 
Roman Procurator, and partly by the disposition of the people. 
But anything besides which is represented as proceeding from 
the general position of the affair is very uncertain. All the 
rest may be concluded to be a miraculous narrative, which 
can be placed to the account of tradition, or to the peculiar 
mode of statement employed by the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles; in any case we must look upon it as a peculiar fea
ture in the Acts of the Apostles, that such important miracles 
as those we have been considering, are always represented in 
it as twofold. Nothing extraordinary can happen to Peter 
which is not repeated with regard to Paul: and again, nothing 
can be shown about Paul, at all affecting him in a peculiar 
manner, without the exact counterpart being shadowed forth as 
affecting Peter. This original peculiarity of the mode of state
ment adopted by the author of the Acts of the Apostles is clearly 
presented to us in the miracle related in Acts xvi. 



CHAPTER VII . 

THE APOSTLE PAUL JN ATHENS, CORINTH, EPHESUS.—HIS JOURNEY 

TO JERUSALEM BY MILETUS.—ACTS XVII.-XX. 

FROM Philippi the Apostle took his way with his two com
panions, Timotheus and Silas, to Thessalonica, and from thence 
to Athens. After a short stay there, he went on further to 
Corinth, in order to remain a longer time in a place better 
adapted for his work. During the year and a half of his stay 
there, he founded, under great difficulties, the first important 
Church in Greece. After he had made from thence a journey 
to Jerusalem and Antioch, the city of Ephesus became the 
chief seat of his labours; the results of which, according to 
the Acts of the Apostles, were of such importance in resisting 
the demoniacal and magic power of the old religion and its 
idolatrous worship as to give rise to a public contest between 
the old and the new faiths. He travelled once more, from 
Macedonia into Greece, and then after a residence of three 
months took that important journey to Jerusalem, which had 
already filled him with the most gloomy forebodings when he 
summoned the Ephesian elders to him at Miletus, and ex
pressed to them his presentiments. According to the state
ment of the Acts of the Apostles, the most determined hatred 
was shown towards the Apostle by the Jews in every place 
where he dwelt, either for a long or a short space of time. 
With regard to the persons named as Aquila, Priscilla and 
Apollos, there are several special points of agreement with the 
Epistles of the Apostle. He met Aquila, a Jew of Pontus, and 
his wife Priscilla in Corinth, when he went there for the first 
time. Apollos, a Jew of Alexandria, with whom Aquila #and 
Priscilla became acquainted at Ephesus, was there at the time 
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when the Apostle took his way through Galatia and Phrygia to 
Ephesus, and from thence to Corinth, where his activity was 
exerted in rather a peculiar manner in the development of the 
relations at that time existing in the Corinthian Church. In 
this part of the Acts of the Apostles, the chief part of the life 
and work of the Apostle is presented to us, partly by his 
speeches, partly by miracles, in both of which critical survey 
can only recognize, through the veil of much foreign matter, a 
very obscure reflection of historical truth. 

The celebrated speech which the Apostle delivered at Athens 
is introduced by a narrative to which historical criticism must 
take as much exception as it does to the speech itself. The 
chief reason for this critical doubt is the evident design which 
pervades the whole. Everything belonging to the acknow
ledged characteristic traits of the Athenian character is pur
posely sought for, and arranged in order, so that the contrast 
which in this brilliant seat of Grecian culture, must have been 
presented between Christianity and polytheistic heathenism, 
and between the Christian and the popular character, may be 
brought forward as prominently as possible. How completely the 
historian carries on his narrative from this point of view is shown 
from its very commencement. This reigning idea to which 
all that follows bears reference, namely the striking contrast 
between Christianity and heathenism, as the latter appeared 
in its most brilliant aspect in Athens, is ascribed to the Apostle 
himself, when the author represents him as moved by the most 
intense emotion at the first view of the city so u wholly given 
to idolatry " The Apostle is described here as acting differ
ently from his usual custom. Instead of waiting for. the way 
to be opened for the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles 
through the Jews and proselytes in the synagogue, and seeking 
an opportunity for religious conversation among those whom 
he met in the public places, the Apostle is shown as disputing 
with the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, adherents of the 
same philosophic sects which afterwards raised the greatest 
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opposition against Christianity, and in all his connection with 
the Athenians, they are represented as repeating the behaviour 
they had already shown on other similar occasions. How clear 
it is that there was present in the mind of the author, when he 
put these words into the mouths of tho Athenians, Zlvw Scu-
fiovttov SOKE* KarayyeXtvg elvai9 that which had been charged 
against Socrates when he was accused. Xenophon. Mem or. 1. 
1, ovg fxlv r\ iroXig vopt%u 0£ove, ov vopl^wv, irepa §1 icaiva Scu-
fxovia 6t<r0£/)(i>v, and what does the mocking speech of the Athe
nians mean, rl av 0£\oi 6 oirzpfiokoyog avrog \iyuv: except the 
same light, trivial, sophistical banter, that serves Aristophanes in 
the " Clouds " as a veil beneath which he can make the serious
ness of the Socratic philosophy, whose founder was also in the 
eyes of the people only a aTrtpjioXoyog, the subject of his wit 
and mockery. How strikingly the author paints the well-
known ironical popular wit, in the characteristics which he 
ascribes to the Athenians, when he represents them, according 
to the polytheistic mythological manner, as including in a 
divine pair Jesus and the avaaraaig.* 

If the historian had wished, according to his evident 
intention, to give a general view of the characteristics of the 
Athenians, he ought just as little to have omitted their very 
characteristic irony, as their equally peculiar curiosity, which he 
goes on to describe in almost the same words in which it is 
painted by the old authors themselves. It therefore could 
only have been curiosity which awakened in the Athenians a 
certain interest in the Gospel preached by Paul,and which caused 
them to grant a hearing to a discourse of the Apostle delivered 
in the Areopagus. But even this appearance of the Apostle 

* So most the words, xvii. 18: TOV 'Itjofivv Kai rrjv avaaraaiv, undoubtedly be 
taken. Among the modern interpreters of the Acts, Meyer in especial finds it very 
strange that the philosophers thought the yKvaaramg to be a goddess revealed by 
Paul. If Luke had aimed at this in his explanatory note, he would have indicated 
it more decidedly; and would the Athenian philosophers have been so ignorant? 
Of course it could not have been ignorance on the part of the author, but irony : 
and then does not the author sufficiently show this sense of the expression when he 
twice puts the article before the word. 

12 
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in the Areopagus throws a new and very doubtful light on. the 
whole affair, and is exactly the point from which we can most 
clearly see the connexion of this narrative. W e must ask 
accordingly, why was it precisely in the Areopagus that the 
Apostle delivered his discourse ? The most likely answer 
undoubtedly is that to the Areopagetic court of justice was 
committed the care of matters of religion. The Apostle would 
be brought for his legal defence to the Areopagus, on account 
of the %(va Saifiovia which he was accused of introducing, as 
Chrysostom among the elder commentators supposes, ffyov avrov 
ug rov apeiov vayov ov\ wore fxaduv aXX Sxrre tcoXaZuv tvOa 
al (povitcal Succu. But there is not the least hint of this; the 
whole affair as treated by the Apostle and shown by the sequel, 
makes it perfectly clear that curiosity was the only motive 
which prompted the Athenians to lead the Apostle to the 
Areopagus, for they saw in him only a harmless enthusiast, 
but not a dangerous heretic; here it is not unimportant to re
member that we must not think of the locality of the court of 
justice strictly so called, but of the open space which was on 
the hill. In this case also we may suppose that the same 
irony is shown in the choice of a locality, which is displayed in 
the whole treatment of the Apostle. The narrative very de
cidedly represents the Athenians as taking up the affair with 
an ironical temper, (SvvaptOa yvwvai, rig -r) Katvrj avrr\ ri iiro 
GOV \a\ovjilvri SiSa^*? ; £ev/£ovra yap riva zlafyipug ug rag 
aKoag rifiiov. f5ov\6fAa0a ovv yv&vai ri av OiXoi ravra tlvai. 
19-20.) and so little is there anything serious mixed with it that 
the scene is laid in the Areopagus, for the express purpose of 
contrasting the importance of the place with the confessed in
significance of the affair. But just as little as there seems to 
be any doubt as to why the Apbstle was led to Areopagus, so 
much the more striking is it that the Dionysius converted by 
the Apostle should be called the Areopagite. This surname 
would seem to indicate that Dionysius, as a member of the 
Court of Justice, had become acquainted with Christianity, and 
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had been converted to the Christian faith at the time when the 
Apostle delivered his speech before the assembled court. Why 
should the name be here expressly brought forward, if not to 
indicate the occasion of his conversion ? Or can it be held as 
an accidental circumstance that when the Apostle was led to 
the Areopagus, one, among the few converted by him, was an 
Areopagite ? But if he had been converted as an Areopagite, 
we must assume that the Apostle appeared before the whole 
assembled Court of Justice. How shall we explain this am
biguity with regard to the cause of the speech of the Apostle in 
the Areopagus ? The explanation as I believe is as follows:— 
Ecclesiastical tradition speaks of a Dionysius with the surname 
of Areopagite who was the first Bishop of Athens. According 
to Eusebius (H. E. iv. 23.) Bishop Dionysius of Corinth wrote 
an epistle to Athens, as he had done to other churches, in 
which he admonished the members of the Athenian Church to 
faith and to a Gospel manner of living, as since their Bishop 
Biblius had died as a martyr in the persecutions of these times, 
they had become indifferent, and had almost fallen away from 
the Christian faith, until Quadratus the successor of the martyr 
Publius re-animated their faith by his zeal. Eusebius remarks 
that in the same epistle Dionysius mentions Dionysius the 
Areopagite as the first Bishop of Athens, who was converted 
by the Apostle Paul. The interpreter of this passage in Euse
bius rightly observes that if Publius who died as a martyr 
under Marcus Aurelius had been the immediate successor of 
Dionysius the Areopagite, the latter must have been Bishop of 
Athens for more than 70 years. There must have been other 
Bishops between Dionysius and Publius, but the tradition says 
nothing of them, it speaks only of the first Bishop, Dionysius 
the Areopagite. Must we look upon our passage in the Acts 
of the Apostles as the source of this tradition ? W e should of 
course be obliged to assume this, if we had no other reason 
for doubting the historical trustworthiness of the narrative 
contained in it. But as we have already seen, other reasons 

12 * 
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do exist, and thus we are justified in reversing the matter and 
assuming that Dionysius the Areopagite was imported into our 
passage in the Acts of the Apostles from ecclesiastical tradi
tion, and only on this supposition can the whole scene in the 
Areopagus be satisfactorily explained. An old ecclesiastical 
legend mentions one Dionysius an Areopagite, as among the 
first who accepted the Christian faith in Athens; but does 
not say whether he was really an Areopagite, or had only 
received that surname because it was thought to show the 
goodwill towards Christianity of a member of that honourable 
senate. But in order still further to show the reason of his 
conversion, the legend says, in mentioning the surname, that he 
was converted in the Areopagus itself, and on what occasion 
can we imagine this conversion to have been more likely to 
occur than at the time when the Apostle came to Athens on 
his journey from Macedonia to Corinth. There cannot there
fore be any doubt that the.Apostle entered the Areopagus 
itself. Doubtless the legend gave no further account of the 
occasion on which this happened, as the author of the Acts of 
the Apostles found. So much the more was he therefore at 
liberty to carry out the idea which he had proposed to himself, 
by means of the Areopagite Dionysius mentioned in the legend. 
The whole nature of the passage leads to no other supposition 
than that the author intended to describe, by the reception 
which the Apostle received in Athens, how Christianity was con
sidered and judged in the time when the author lived, as well by 
the educated people generally, to whom the Athenians were the 
highest ideal of the finest spiritual culture, as by the principal 
philosophic sects, the Epicureans and the Stoics, whose chief 
seat was also at Athens. Judging from what he says, there 
was floating before his mind a time in which Christianity had 
indeed drawn on itself the observation of the educated and the 
philosophers, but a time also when it was considered by them 
with marked contempt as a fanciful folly. The irony, which at 
a later date took so cutting and bitter a tone in Lucian and 
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Celsus, spoke also at that time, only in a milder and more 
gentle form. It is a fact worthy of special remark, that the 
author makes the doctrine of the resurrection the chief point 
on which the whole transaction between the Apostle and the 
Athenians turns. From the very beginning this doctrine is 
maintained against the Gentile opponents as the most charac
teristic of Christianity, Against it was especially directed the 
mocking scorn with which the Apostle was met, and as soon as 
it was introduced into his speech, it was enough to cause the 
audience to declare that they would no longer listen to him, or 
to anything he had to say further. In this is shown the same 
offence which the Gentiles took with regard to accepting this 
doctrine as soon as they became more familiar with Christianity, 
and the first persecutions gave occasion for a more decided ex
pression of the Christian hope of a resurrection, as a compen-. 
sation for the suffering martyrs. To such a time as this we 
must take this passage as referring. The author of the Acts of 
the Apostles wished to depict the marked supercilious scorn 
on the part of the Gentiles towards the Christianity with 
which they were scarcely yet acquainted. Such a scene as this 
in Athens was especially suited to such an aim. The iron
ical inquisitive Athenians^ treating all things, even the holiest, 
in a light and frivolous manner, were the worthiest represent
atives of this side of the Gentile character. The occurrence in 
the Areopagus, which seems to pre-suppose the traditionally 
given name of the Areopagite Dionysius, may therefore not 
have been intended to be taken seriously, as the author's prin
cipal point of view was a completely different one. Many 
things which are not taken literally in poetry and legend, must 
be looked upon quite differently when the affair is considered 
as a reality, so the author had no scruple on this occasion in 
representing this solemn venerated spot as having been thrown 
open to the public, who had gathered together to satisfy their 
curiosity and indulge their love of ridicule. 

Themost strikingpoint in the speech,after its carefully designed 
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introduction, is the sudden change with which it passes to the 
doctrine of the resurrection as soon as its principal object is at
tained, namely, the exhortation to the acceptance of Christianity. 
W e see that as soon as it is in any way possible, this doctrine is 
designedly introduced, and brought forward as the chief doctrine 
of Christianity, although the Apostle must have known from 
experience that it was precisely the point adapted to give the 
most offence to the Athenians. To what purpose then did the 
speech so studiously include the resurrection, when the subject 
might so easily have been avoided, or at least longer postponed? 
This speech is commonly brought forward as an example of 
apologetic teaching, and as greatly redounding to the praise of 
the Apostle's wisdom in instruction. But has it been also con
sidered that it contributes above all to the advantage of the 
chief idea in which the speaker was interested ? Is it then so 
remarkable a token of a discourse being to the purpose, that 
the hearers, before the speaker had arrived at the explanation 
of his principal thought, should take so great offence at the 
contents of his speech as to go away ? It rather would seem 
to follow that the Apostle, if he were not acting in opposition 
to the wisdom in teaching, which characterized him in so high 
a degree, could not have delivered this speech as we possess 
it. It is only the author who wishes to bring plainly before us 
the obstacle which this doctrine of the resurrection presented 
to educated Gentiles like the Athenians, in conformity with the 
main idea which he is carrying out in this passage. Even that 
part of the speech in which interpreters think they perceive 
most clearly the Apostle's renowned wisdom in teaching, pre
sents a totally different aspect if we consider the doctrine of the 
resurrection, mentioned at the conclusion, as the chief topic of 
the speech itself. It cannot be disputed that the speaker, 
much to the credit of his speech, conformed as nearly as pos
sible to the religious opinions of his audience, placed himself 
as much as possible on the same standpoint with them, in 
order by these means more easily to win them over to his own 
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views. Although the contents of this speech are so strictly 
monotheistic, it contains many propositions whose chief ideas 
are found in almost the same words in Greek and Roman 
authors. The speaker, in one of the principal ideas of the 
speech, quotes the exact words of a Greek poet, thus giving 
undoubted evidence that by such a quotation he wished to 
place himself on a common footing of agreement and sympathy 
with his hearers. It was in conformity with his chief aim to 
represent the age of polytheism as a time of ignorance, which 
God had been willing to overlook, provided that the Gentiles 
would now change their opinions, and turn to Him. The 
necessity of such a conversion is shown by an idea which lay 
within the religious consideration of the Gentiles, the idea of 
future retribution. But when, notwithstanding that the speech 
had been so cleverly carried on up to this point, the result 
aimed at, and almost attained, was suddenly frustrated by words 
involuntarily uttered by the speaker, and it sdferned as if ho 
would never be permitted to complete the argument he had 
begun. W e can only accept this failure as the natural histori
cal issue of the matter, as we must also do if we accept as a 
fact that the Apostle was guilty of so striking an offence 
against apostolic wisdom in teaching, as to broach designedly 
the characteristic Christian doctrine of the resurrection, which 
at that time was the most prominent obstacle to the acceptance 
of Christianity by the Gentiles. But as both these suppositions 
are equally improbable, we câ i only see in this speech an arbi
trarily introduced effect of the author. In proportion as tho 
points of resemblance which the author makes the Apostlo 
point out between the religious consciousness of the Gentiles 
and his own monotheistic standpoint were true and manifold, 
so the impression which the Christian doctrine of the resur
rection made on the educated Gentiles was harshly offensive. 
The resurrection of Jesus, the fact which to Christians was 
the greatest confirmation of their Christian faith, made the 
whole of Christianity the most incredible affair to the Gentiles, 
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* Compare Meyer on this passage. 

and a folly most worthy of ridicule. To give a graphic picture 
of this side of the Gentile conception of Christianity is the chief 
design of the author of the Acts of the Apostles in this passage. 
Everything else is throughout made subservient to it, and the 
speech put into the mouth of the Apostle is especially intended 
to further the design. 

Among the individual features which show us the unhistori-
cal character of this speech, as well as that of the whole pas
sage, I think we must specify in particular "the Unknown 
G o d " of the Athenians. The fruitless trouble which inter
preters have given themselves with regard to the historical 
authentication of this "Unknown God" are well known. All 
that can be historically proved is that in Athens, as well as in 
other places in Greece, there were altars which were dedicated 
to unknown Gods—that is, to Gods whom men did not know 
how to name. As it admits of no denial that unknown Gods, 
in the plural, would not have fulfilled the aim of the Apostle's 
argument, some of the modern interpreters have made the 
existence of an " Unknown God" in Athens a direct historic 
postulate. It is maintained that the ayvwnrc^ Ottf must 
be literally correct, or it would compromise Paul as a 
aTTcpjuoAoyoc. W e cannot imagine that the Apostle would, 
at the climax of his noble speech, have brought an absolutely 
false statement before the Athenians.* Neander also has 
argued on this side : " Although we investigate exactly all the 
records of antiquity, and compare the whole religious scope of 
the polytheistic religion of Nature, we find throughout no real 
foundation for any denial of the existence of altars actually 
bearing the inscription to which Paul refers. Altars may 
indeed have been raised on many occasions dedicated to an 
t f unknown God," when it was not known which God had 
been provoked, and therefore was to be appeased" (page 262). 
Of course this is in itself not impossible, but criticism must 
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not be content .with mere possibility, but must endeavour to 
find out the probable. But as far as regards the historical 
credibility of our passage, what right have we to assume 

•as indubitable the very point which is in question? 
What right have we to pay so little heed to the testimony 
of the ancients who only speak of the ayvworoi Otoi, and 
not of a ayvwoTog Oebg, as to bring forward as a historical fact 
the worship of an ayvwoTog Oebg> in spite of their silence on 
the subject? Is not this supposition the more arbitrary, as it 
may well be imagined that the ayvwtrroQ Otbg of the Acts of 
the Apostles may have originated in the ayvwaroi Oeoi of the 
ancients ? In reality no other theory can be accepted if 
we consider the matter carefully. Neander endeavours to 
prove that the Apostle gives a faithful quotation, by asserting 
that the altar he refers to may have been dedicated not to the 
unknown God, but to an unknown God, but the theory rather 
goes to prove the contrary. Granting the unhistorical character 
of the whole passage, we must of course grant that the altar with 
the inscription ayvwory Oetji was not simply dedicated to " the 
unknown God/' but to one whose name was accidentally not 
known: and how can we overlook the fact that the Apostle must 
have been guilty of open violation of the truth if he explained 
this very God to have been the One whom he preached, as being 
the true God, the Creator of heaven and earth. If this were 
only "an unknown God," he would not be distinguished 
from the rest of the known Gods by any peculiar idea, but only 
by the accidental circumstance that his name was not known, 
or that no decided name had been given him; he would be 
exactly in the same class with the rest of the deities of the 
polytheistic faith, from whom the true God of monotheism is 
different in every essential point, and it is evident that there 
may quite as well be several unknown Gods of this sort, as one. 
If we look at the matter in this light we can see why, in the 
passages quoted from the ancients, the question is always of 
altars to " unknown Gods," and never of an altar to an " un-
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known God." The polytheistic faith in itself implies so 
completely that there is no question of one God only, but on 
the same grounds that it allows there may be one unknown God, 
it also allows that there may be several. In this worship of 
the nameless and unknown there is betrayed in a very remark
able manner, the unsatisfying nature of polytheism, that innate 
misgiving that there does exist something of which the con
scious knowledge and name are still wanting; in other words, 
that negative nature of its principles which makes polytheism 
a necessary step in the transition to monotheism. This thought, 
which is the true one for the Apostle's line of argument, and 
leaves it indifferent whether he starts from ayvwarot deol in the 
plural, or from one ayvwarog Oebg only, cannot however be 
deduced from the account in the Acts of the Apostles, where 
undoubtedly we see that the chief point in the Apostle's argu
ment lies in the unity of the ayvwaroQ Oebg.* Such a confu
sion between the historically proved ayvuHjrot Oeol and the 
ay VCJOTOQ Oebg, which is so unhistorical and foreign to the nature 
of polytheism, could only have been adopted by an author 
standing at a distance from the events related, so that he has 
nothing to fear from contradiction as to place and circumstance, 
which would have been the case with the Apostle Paul. It is 
easy to see that there stands in very close connection with this 
the tendency in the speech to represent the Apostle as bringing 
forward as much as possible those points on which the religious 
consciousness of the Athenians most nearly approached to 
Christianity. To this end the author made use of the fact of 

* When Neander (p. 263) says, " Paul used this inscription, which included a 
deeper meaning, as an additional point in order to indicate the higher unknown 
longing which lies at the root of polytheism," it must be remarked on the other 
hand that in any case—even assuming the theory of a deeper meaning which the 
Athenians were scarcely in a condition to originate, there remains a striking incor
rectness in identifying this " unknown God," with the God of the New Testament 
—and that such an identification could haye any probability only if it were in exact 
accordance with the inscription. A s soon as we are obliged to draw conclusions 
about the unknown from the unknown, we see traces of design rather than of 
depth of reasoning. 
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which he was aware, that in Athens, unknown gods were 

worshipped. But at the same time he imagined ho could fix 

and express the true thought that was floating in his mind by 

substituting ayvwaToq for ayvaxrroi, and as soon as the plural 

had given place to the singular, it was easy enough to make 

this ayvaxrroc Oebg into the true God of the Jewish-Christian 

faith, although it was a mere play upon the words. 

The second speech which we have now to consider, that 

farewell speech which the Apostle delivered to the Elders of 

the Ephesian Church whom he had summoned to Miletus before 

his last journey to Jerusalem, undoubtedly bears the impress 

of a later time. How could the idea have originated with the 

Apostle to deliver such a farewell speech and to summon the 

Ephesian Elders to Miletus for the express purpose ? Could he 

already then have foreseen with the decided certainty expressed 

in the speech, that he stood at the summit of his apostolic 

course, that his work was ended, and that by all those amongst 

whom he had hitherto preached the kingdom of God his face 

should be no more seen ? Is this same feeling, this same view 

of his course as being already closed, exhibited later on by the 

Apostle ? When he sees himself at Jerusalem in danger of 

falling into the hands of the Jews and of being offered up as a 

sacrifice to their hatred, would he have appealed unto Caesar 

for any other reason, except with a view of escaping the danger 

threatening him in Jerusalem, and of securing the continuation 

of his apostolic work with the preservation of his life by a just 

decision of his cause in Rome ? Does not the Acts of the 

Apostles itself (xxiii. 11) represent the Apostle, although in 

prison, as nourishing the joyful confidence that he should yet 

bear witness in Rome as well as in Jerusalem to the cause of 

the Gospel ? What could authorize this confidence if, accord

ing to the express assertion in this speech, he had seen 

the end of his apostolic work in the imprisonment he was 

enduring at Jerusalem ? And what completely different views 

as to his position and to the future the Apostle must have 
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entertained not long before, when in writing the Epistle to the 
Romans he speaks in the most cheerful manner of the journey 
which he intended making to Jerusalem, and at the same time 
passes lightly over the probable dangers without however seek
ing to ignore them: (irapaKaXH) Si vfiag, aStXtyol—avvaywiaaaOal 
fioi Iv rate Trpoatvyaiq vwlp ifiov wpbg TOV Oebv iva pv<rO£> airb 
TU>V awsiOovvTwv iv Ty 'lovSalq). Romans xv. 30, 31 . He also 
connects the fortunate completion of this journey, which he con
fidently hopes for, with the plan of a further journey into Spain 
and the West. Romans xv. 22, 32. There is no trace whatever 
here of that utterly sorrowful picture of the future which floated 
before the mind of the Apostle in the farewell speech at Mile
tus : it is rather a clear, joyful, hopeful view, which he takes of 
the future; he hopes to return from Jerusalem, and visit the 
Roman Christians, iv wXripdjfiaTi evXoytag TOV XptaTov (29) Iv 
\apq, evidently with quite a different xaP* which (Acts xx. 
24) he is ready to TeXeiwaat. TOV Spofiov—Kal TT)V Siaicoviav Siafiap-
TvpaaOai TO evayyiXiov.* Can we imagine that the Apostle's 
position and frame of mind could have so completely changed 
in so short a space of time ? It cannot be said that the words 
uttered by the Apostle in this farewell speech, with regard to 
the future that lay before him, were merely vague forebodings, 
the results of the temporarily depressed state of his feelings, 
and on that account that they need not be required to be in 
exact accordance with what actually followed. This cannot be 
maintained; for the speech, as a leave-taking, which it certainly 
was, did not only fulfil the purpose of a final farewell, but 
everything it indicates regarding the impending fate of the 
Apostle agrees so exactly with what actually occurred that it is 
impossible to look on the words as the expression of a vague, 
accidental presentiment. The Apostle already in spirit sees 
himself bound and on his way to Jerusalem. Every city 

* I abstain here from uttering my doubts as to the authenticity of this part of 
the Epistle to Romans, as in any case «car' avBptawov must be used in this manner 
in the argument 
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through which his way led him brought Jerusalem before him, 
and awakened in him the thoughts of bonds and imprisonment. 
Although the several circumstances which led to his imprison
ment at Jerusalem were of course in the far distance, yet the 
chief fact itself stood clearly before his mind exactly as it 
really afterwards occurred—the fact, that with his arrival at 
Jerusalem a time of captivity would begin, which would ever 
after set a limit to his free apostolic work. How could he at that 
time have foreseen this so decidedly, or have been able so exactly 
to predict what was first resolved on four years afterwards, and 
then in a manner apparently totally unexpected by the Apostle ? 
Must not this incline us to the theory that the speech was not 
really so delivered by the Apostle, but only put into his mouth 
by the author post eventum ? This theory is supported also by 
some very trustworthy criticisms of a later literary period. 
The irpeafivTepoi Trig licicXriaiag (17)> the ITTIGKOWOI, who TO 

irvtv/xa TO ayiov WSTO Troifiaiveiv Trjv itcicXncnai/ TOV tcvpiov, fjv 
irepwiroiriaaTO Sia TOV atfiarog TOV iSlov (28), are here brought for
ward with an emphasis of which there is no trace in the genuine 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul. The more weight must be laid 
on this as it is connected with another subject, which as it in 
reality was closely allied with it, is here mentioned at the same 
time. The exhortations to watchfulness, and true care for the 
dhurch, which the departing Apostle here gives, were addressed 
especially to the irptafivTepoi, or tTriaicoTroi, because as the author 
represents him as saying to them, xx. 29, tXevaovTai fiera Trjv 
a$i?>iv fjiov XVKOI fiapeig elg ifiag, fir) (puSofxevoi TOV iroipviov, KOX 

e$ bptov avT&v avaarbaovTai avSpeg XaXovvTeg SuaTpappiva, TOV 
airooirav Tovg jmaOriTag d7rt<ro> aural v. That by these dangerous 
wolves so destructive to the flock, are meant False Teachers there 
can be no doubt—but we cannot overlook the fact that these 
are the false teachers who arose in the midst of the Christian 
Church itself, and drew disciples after them by dissent from 
the true doctrines. How distinctly the existence of sects of 
Heretics is here indicated, as they existed possibly at the close 
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of the first century, but which probably had their origin at the 
beginning of the second, and this is also spoken of as a 
spreading evil of that time in the Christian Church. But of. 
all this we find no trace in the genuine Epistles of the Apostle, 
which only speak of other kinds of false teachers and opponents 
of the Apostle. In the so-called pastoral letter of the Apostle 
only is there somewhat of a parallel to this passage, but the 
less doubt that there is of its being spurious, and of its date as 
being far removed from the apostolic period, the more decidedly 
does it show by its agreement with the Acts of the Apostles 
on this point, that the speech bears the stamp of a later period, 
and we must naturally conclude that the author himself could 
not entirely ignore the fact of the difference of date, as he 
makes these dangerous heretics first appear just after the de
parture of the Apostle, (jitTa. rrjv aQiliiv fiov (29.) The con
clusion is obvious, that throughout this speech, that which is 
represented as a prophetic seeing of the Future on the part of 
the Apostle, was really placed in his mouth as a vaticinium post 
eventum. 

It is therefore clear that the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles made use of the time in which the Apostle Paul, on 
his last journey to Jerusalem, came into the neighbourhood of 
the church in whose midst he had so long laboured, in order to 
make him deliver a formal and solemn farewell speech, and in 
it, before these witnesses, to give an account of his apostolic 
mission up to that time. This was a moment full of importance, 
a critical turning point in the life of the Apostle: he was 
leaving the chief theatre of his apostolic activity to which he 
was bound by so many solemn ties of the Past and thoughts 
of the Future. His departure from this sphere of labour was 
at the same time his departure from his apostolic path; he was 
now for the last time the free uncontrolled working Apostle, and 
immediately afterwards there would begin for him a period of 
imprisonment from which, last as long as it might, he would 
never agaiu be free. In this solemn sense the author of the 
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Acts of the Apostles spoke, when from his own standpoint he 
considered the course of events which had developed itself in 
such close connection- from one important point; and he be
lieved that it was his duty as a thoughtful author, following the 
development of events with all attention, to give this particular 
one its full weight. But the affair could only be thus con
sidered from the standpoint of a later time. However much 
the principles enunciated may be worthy of the Apostle—how
ever much the feelings and thoughts he is made to express, 
and the whole scene presented to us may be beautiful, elevat
ing, tender, and moving, it is to the author, not to the Apostle 
that all must be referred, and we must even hold as extremely 
doubtful whether in reality anything corresponding to this 
scene ever occurred. The fact that only the Elders and 
Bishops of the Church they represented, were summoned by Vie 
Apostle, shows the spirit of a later time. If the speech was not 
really so delivered, the occurrences which followed at its con
clusion, (36-38,) cannot be divided from it, and we here see 
truly how well the author of the Acts of the Apostles under
stood how to paint in living colours a situation so full of 
emotion, and at the same time to what extent he thought him
self justified in availing himself of his literary freedom. 

The parallel with the Apostle Peter, up to this point kept in 
view, is not directly brought forward in the two speeches now 
under consideration; still they must be reckoned as apologetic. 
Such a picture, comprehending so wide a circle of activity 
more or less rich in results, such a fidelity to his office, so 
unreservedly and self-sacrificingly proved,* can only tend to 
the renown of the Apostle, and to the dispersion of the preju
dices nourished against him. But we again decidedly meet 

* A special passing reference to Peter may, however, be contained in the words, 
xx. 20. ovStv virsarttkdfirjv rwp avfi<l>fp6vrwv,Tov /ij) dvayyukai vyiiv Kai diSdZai 
vfiac Stjfioffia Kai Kar OXKOVQ. Compare 27. It seems that the rectitude in the 
office of teacher, free from all taint of hypocrisy, which the Jewish Christians 
claimed for their Peter in order to protect him from the reproach of the viroarkWiiVy 
Gal. ii. 12, is here also employed in vindication of the Apostle Paul. 
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the apologetic parallel between the two Apostles, when in the 

same section of the Acts of the Apostles we turn from the 

speech to the miracles, and to other tokens of the apostolic 

activity. 

The first narrative relating to these, Acts xix. 1 , is one of 

the most obscure and difficult parts of the Acts of the Apostles, 

and can only be rightly understood from the point of view of 

this parallel. The question is about the disciples of John, 

who had only been baptized with, the baptism of John, but 

received the baptism of the Lord Jesus from the Apostle Paul. 

To this class belongs also the Alexandrine Apollos, mentioned 

xviii. 2 5 , for it is also said of him that he had only known the 

baptism of John. On one side these men were described as 

Christians, they were even called disciples, nadi\ra\ (which 

expression cannot possibly be taken in any other sense than 

the general one, and must be understood as referring only to 

the disciples of Jesus (xx. 1) and also believers iriaTivaavreq 

(xx. 2 ) ; and it is said of Apollos, xviii. 2 5 , that not only was 

he instructed in the doctrine of the Lord, but he taught the 

things of the Lord, and pursued them with all the fervour of 

his spirit. On the other hand, these men are again described 

as not being precisely Christians. They were therefore bap

tized in the name of the Lord Jesus, because John, whose 

baptism alone they knew, had only baptized them into the 

faith of one who was to come after him. That this One who 

was to follow John had really now come seems still to have 

been unknown to these disciples of John. Although Apollos 

appears to have been acquainted not only with the doctrine, 

but with the person of the Lord (ra irepi TOV icvpiov, xviii. 15) , 

yet his knowledge must have been very incomplete and im

perfect, as Aquila and Priscilla undertook to instruct him 

more exactly in the divine doctrine. How can we believe 

both these statements and unite them in a coherent account ? 

W e might, indeed, say with Olshausen that these disciples of 

John formed a third party, occupying a place between those of 
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his school, who, like the Apostles, had decidedly joined the 

Church, and those who openly opposed Christianity, making 

the Baptist the Messiah, and who were the Zabians of a later 

time. This third party, who indeed had been led by the 

Baptist to Jesus as the Messiah, and who were illumined by 

his light, knew nothing further of him. This was probably 

owing to their connection with Palestine having been early 

interrupted, partly through the journies which these disciples 

of John made to pour out the Holy Spirit into Gentile lands. 

But this is neither very probable in itself, nor very applicable 

to Apollos, of whom it is expressly stated that he cXaXa Kal 

iSiSatJKEv aicpi(5u)Q ra TTspl TOV Kvplov. How can this be said of 

him, if he knew nothing further of Jesus than what John 

the Baptist had taught about him, and when once the oppor

tunity was afforded him of learning to know rrjv oSbv TOV 

Kvptov, how could he have left*the most important thing of all 

unlearnt ? Just as vague is the relation of these disciples of 

John to the Holy Spirit. According to Olshausen the meaning 

of their words is that they considered God to be an inflexible, 

self-contained, incommunicable Unity, without recognizing the 

qualities of Father, Son, and Spirit, dependant on the exist

ence of the Spirit, without which God could not be thought of 

as living, and as communicating and revealing himself. But 

already, as Jews, they must have known the Holy Spirit as the 

Principle of Divine Revelation, notwithstanding they say, 

xix. 2, simply a\X9 oiSe, et irvevfxa ayiov zarriv riKOvaafxev* 

Undoubtedly these words can only be understood as referring 

to the imparting of the Holy Spirit as the peculiar Christian 

principle; but there is no clear connected idea in this expla

nation, unless by the imparting of the Holy Ghost we mean 

those outward signs which the Acts of the Apostles considers 

as the most essential and characteristic, namely, the XaXcTv 

yXwaaaig and the Trpo$r\Tzvuv. Of these the disciples of 

John knew nothing, and these were the points that distin

guished them from the Christian paOrjTai in the strictest sense 

13 
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of the word. The best explanation is given in the passage 
xi. 25, where Peter says that as soon as he began to speak in 
the house of Cornelius, the Holy Ghost fell on Cornelius and 
those Gentiles who were with him, in the same manner as it 
had done in the beginning; and he remembered the saying of 
the Lord, 'Iwavvng piv IfiairTUjev VSCITI, ifieic Si (SairrtaOrieaOa iv 

irvevfxari ayiq>. Here also we undoubtedly see what we ought 
to understand in the Acts of the Apostles, by the (iaTTTiafxa 
'Itoavvov, and the (BdirTUTfia elg TO ovofia Kvpiov 'ITJO-OU. A S the 
Holy Spirit, as soon as it descended on Cornelius and those 
baptized with him, immediately gave outward signs by the 
AcrXelv yXwaaaig and the vpo^tiTevuv, so also with regard to 
the disciples of John; he who has experienced in himself these 
operations of the Spirit, even if he knew the doctrines of the Lord 
and believed in him, was yet on the level of the Baptism of 
John, and could only become a "Christian in the fullest sense 
when he was baptized with the Holy Spirit. W e cannot how
ever remain at this point; but must endeavour to come still 
closer on the traces of these disciples of John. As the XaXctv 
yXwaaatg and Trpo^reveiv, in the sense in which the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles chap. ii. undeniably uses them, can 
only be held as a mythical picture of the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, we fail in finding in them a characteristic mark of 
distinction with regard to the disciples of John, as soon as we 
substitute fact for the veil of myth. In what light must we 
consider these disciples, if they really were Christians, and yet 
stood on so humble a level that the Christian inspiration did 
not assert itself in them in so lively a manner as in the rest of 
the Christians ? This disadvantage may have had its root in 
the imperfection of their Christian knowledge, and of their 
Christian life generally, but how could it have formed a decided 
token whereby they were distinguished from other Christians ; 
because at that time, as always, Christians were divided into the 
perfect and the imperfect; into those who were actuated in a 
deeper and more living sense by the Christian principle, and 
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into those who felt this in a lesser degree. All this subject is 
connected with the \a\uv yXuxjaaig and irpo^riTevuv in the 
sense in which these are taken in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
only so far as we hold these mythical features as exact realities, 
can the disciples of John be granted to have been a peculiar 
class of Christians. This is shown undeniably by Apollos being 
associated with the disciples of John. In the description of 
him, xviii. 26, the definition imarafievog fiovov TO (5aim<jpa 
'Iwovvov (which is evidently intended to make the transition 
easy from Apollos to the disciples of John, who are immediately 
after mentioned, and to assign him a place in the same class 
with them) may be altogether omitted, and then does not what 
is related of Apollos for the first time stand in a clear light ? 
W e must, from the very nature of the case, look upon this 
Apollos as one who as an Alexandrian did not adhere to the strict 
Judaism of the Jerusalem party, but who yet had not become 
familiar with the Pauline Christianity, nearly as he approached 
it, and easily as he could have accommodated himself to it. This 
form of Christianity he first learnt more thoroughly from Aquila 
and Priscilla, the trusted friends of the Apostle, and thus he 
came forth from the isolated position which he had hitherto 
occupied between the Jewish apostles and the Gentile apostle 
as a colleague of a peculiar kind, in order that he might ally 
himself with the Apostle Paul, as we find he did in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians. If anything stands in the way of this clear 
and satisfactory explanation, does not the /3d7m(x/xa 'Iwavvov 
present a still greater obstacle to such an explanation ? Must 
we not rather think that the peculiar phenomenon which is pre
sented in Apollos as a historical fact, may have been the cause 
which called these disciples of John into being, these disciples 
who cannot have existed in the form in which they are presented. 
In opposition to the fiairTia^a 'Iamvvov, which is the only one 
spoken of in connection with Apollos, is the (3airTi<r(ia tig TO 
ovofia TOV Kvpiov 'Iijaou, now first manifesting itself in a peculiar 
class of persons by the XaXetv yX&aaaig and the irpo<priTtvuv. 

13 * 
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There is a special design, as may easily be seen, in these repeated 

"gift of tongues/' and the disciples of John are brought 

forward in the interest of this design. W h y should the author 

of the Acts of the Apostles make such a point of once more 

mentioning this XaXeiv yX&aaatg, except for the evident pur

pose of adding to the glory of the Apostle Paul, whose laying 

on of hands was immediately followed by this miraculous result. 

It is only for this reason that in the case of Apollos, whose 

(&airTi<rpa 'Iwavvov needed the completion of the j3a7rr£07ia tig 

to ovofia rov Kvplov 'Inaou, there is no mention made either of 

baptism and laying on of hands, or of a XaXcTv yXwtraaig and 

wpo<j>riTeveiv, as Aquila and Priscilla could not in these matters 

represent the Apostle. As long as it is the laying on of hands by 

the Apostle only which operates in such a manner, he can appeal 

to it as a testimony of his genuine apostolic character. This it 

certainly is the desire of the author of the Acts of the Apostles 

to represent, and for no other reason than that the Apostle 

Paul shall not be found wanting in any advantage which 

characterized the Apostle Peter. As , according to the state

ment in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter, by the conversion of 

the first Gentile Cornelius, took precedence of Paul the special 

Apostle to the Gentiles, and as the Acts of the Apostles repre

sents the XaXeiv yX<i><rbaig as being only bestowed where the 

Holy Spirit revealed its operations in a new class of converts to 

Christianity, so at the time of the conversion of Cornelius by 

Peter a XaXsiv yX&craaig must be represented as occurring 

among the events on that occasion. 

The conversion of Cornelius, as represented in the Acts of 

the Apostles, forms one of the most brilliant moments in the 

apostolic life of Peter, and so evident a manifestation of the 

Holy Spirit on the occasion must contribute to his glorification. 

But although Paul is placed after Peter as an Apostle to 

the Gentiles, he is as much as possible put on the same 

footing with him; the AaActv yXwaaatg is made to accompany 

him as a direct effect of his apostolic mission, and to give 
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proofs of the presence of the Holy Spirit. But to what class 

of men must this fresh XaXuv yXtlxraaig be represented as being 

imparted ? The first time it had been bestowed was at the 

first Pentecost, to those converted from Judaism, as the organ 

of the Holy Spirit given by the risen Jesus, and the second 

time it had fallen on the first-fruits of the Gentiles at the 

conversion of Cornelius. Now, if the XaXtiv yXuxraaig was to 

be considered in the same light as heretofore, it should be 

imparted to a class of men, composed of neither Jews nor Gen

tiles. For this purpose the disciples of John are brought 

forward, as they formed a peculiar class of half-believers, 

standing between the unbelieving Jews and unbelieving Gen

tiles. They were neither Gentiles (for they were born Jews), 

nor Jews like other Jews (for they believed in Jesus); and yet 

they were not Christians, for the Holy Spirit had not yet been 

manifested to them as to the rest of the Christians : they were 

a third class—half Christians, who now were for the first time 

made Christians in the full sense by the XaXeiv yXuxraaic. So 

simple is the solution of the enigma of the strange appearance 

of these disciples of John, if we refer the matter to the desire 

entertained by the author of the Acts of the Apostles to make 

good the parallel between the Apostles Peter and Paul, through 

this new and striking proof of the apostolic authority and 

activity of the latter! 

The Acts of the Apostles represents Corinth and Ephesus as 

the chief seats of the apostolic labours next to Antioch, which 

was the starting-point of the Apostle, and where he returned 

from time to time, as he also did to Jerusalem, (xviii. 22.) In 

both these cities the Apostle spent a long period, unbroken by 

any interval of travel. But according to the Acts of the 

Apostles the city of Ephesus especially was the theatre of the 

Apostle's most brilliant and most successful labours. Here, 

after he had left Corinth, the Apostle fixed his .residence—here 

he spent two whole years—here (as his farewell speech at 

Miletus testifies) he found his most appropriate sphere of 
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action. Here, however, the author does not speak of any 

AaAalv yXwaaaig as accompanying the Apostle's preaching—he 

only mentions a series of miracles and signs as setting forth its 

results in the most beautiful light, and contributing as much 

to the glorification of Paul, as the miraculous deeds related v. 

14, did to that of Peter. During the two years' residence of 

the Apostle Paul at Ephesus, says the Acts of the Apostles, xix. 

10, all the dwellers in Asia, Jews and Gentiles, heard the word 

of the Lord, and by the hand of Paul, God worked miracles of 

so uncommon a nature that even handkerchiefs and other linen 

that had come into direct contact with the body of Paul were 

carried to sick persons, and their sickness departed from them, 

and the evil spirits went out of them. This brilliant sketch 

of the apostolic labours has a striking antitype in that pas

sage respecting the Apostle Peter, v. 14, and even the purely 

mythical trait is analogous; that whereas in one case it was 

the shadow of Peter falling on the sick which cured them, in 

the other, handkerchiefs and aprons which had touched the 

Apostle manifested an inherent miraculous power, just as 

relics did in after times. Such copying as this shows also 

a peculiar desire to enhance tho importance of the whole 

matter, and this is done in so truly apocryphal a manner, that 

it is extremely difficult to get hold of anything historical. 

Among the miraculous deeds of the Apostle Peter is the driv

ing out of unclean spirits, v. 16. But the demons themselves 

are here represented as working in the promotion of the faith 

of Christ, whilst they punish the misuse of the name of 

Jesus which the Jewish exorcists allowed themselves.* The 

* Although already in the Gospels demons were cast out in the name of Jesus 
(compare for example, Mark xvi. 17) so here, Acts xix. 3 , a conquering power of 
some kind oyer demons is ascribed to the ovopa TOV KVQIOV 'I jj(roii, which we first find 
in the post-apostolic time. Compare here Justin's dialogue with the Jew Tryphon. 
Ch. 85. Christ, it is here said, is the KVQIOQ rwv Swafxtttiv. *>Q Kal vvv IK 

T&V vir* oxf/tv yevofiivwv pgjov vfiag ireiaBrjvai, idv QkXtiTt. Kara yap TOV, 
hvopaTOQ avrov TOVTOV, TOV viov TOV 9tov, Kal irptttroroKov iraoric KTiaetoc Kal 
$ia irapOivov ytvvnOLvTOQ Kai iraOriTov yivopfaov avBpwwov, Kal GTavputQivrog 
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demoniac, whose evil spirits seven Jewish exorcists had endea

voured to cast out in the name of Jesus, filled with wrath at 

the impure motives from which they acted (for demons possess 

a higher intelligence), fell upon the exorcists, treating them 

with such violence that they fled naked and wounded, and as 

this was known to all the Jews and Gentiles dwelling in Ephe-

8us, general fear prevailed, and the name of the Lord Jesus 

became " greatly magnified." Many indeed who already be

lieved, but who at the same time practised sorcery, now burnt 

all the books that contained their magic formulas in one enor

mous pile. OVT<») Kara Kparog, says the Acts of the Apostles at 

the conclusion of this narrative, 6 \6yog TOV KVQIOV rju^avc ical 

IVKVZV. This is accordingly the point of view from which the 

whole narrative is to be considered. It gives us a truly strik

ing picture of the all-conquering power with which Paul 

worked in the spreading of the faith in Jesus; but it betrays 

too distinctly the stamp of a later post-apostolic period. Let 

it be granted that the circumstance which caused these 

operations really occurred, as related (and this can only be 

granted on the unhistorical supposition of the reality of these 

demoniacal possessions), and even then we cannot suppose 

that the Apostle, who should be judged by the result of his 

tirl Uovriov UiXdrov virb TOV Xaov vfxutv, Kal diroBavovroc Kai dvaordvroc 1* 
veKpwv, Kai avaftavroQ tig rbv ovpavbv irav datfioviov k%opKi£6ptvov vixarai Kai 
viroravaerai. Origen, c. Cels., 1. 25, whilst he speaks of the secret importance 
of the name, adds : Ttjg bpoiag ix£Tat

 hSPL bvopaTiav <piXocro<piag Kai b rjpirtpog 
'Irjvovg ov TO ovopa fivpiovg rjdrj ivapywg kiaparat daipovag iiiXdaav \pv%ojv Kai 
(Tiofidruv, Ivepyrjaav dg IKIIVOVQ. dtf u)v dirrfXdOriaav. Is not this statement in 
agreement with the passage in the Acts now nnder consideration? By the vioi 
2ictvd 'lovdaiov dpxtcpsuc hnrd is generally understood, seven real sons of a Jewish 
High-Priest (Olshausen makes the dpxteptvgt a chief Rabbi, who, perhaps, was the 
head of the Ephesian Jewish community), but without doubt the expression viog 
ought to be taken in the sense in which, according to the Jewish mode of writing, 
the scholars of a master were called his " sons." The High Priest Sceva may there
fore have been held by these and other Jewish exorcists as a celebrated master in 
the art of sorcery. That they were seven, has merely reference to the idea that 
demons sometimes took seven-fold possession of a man. Such a union of spirits 
mus require a similar union of strength to operate against it. 
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power, in the inner working of the spirit, would have set any 

value on a propagation of the faith of Christ carried on by such 

means as the demoniac, or rather the demon itself, repudiated. 

If the believers in Ephesus had given up the sorcery which 

was still mixed with Christianity, only because they deduced 

from such practices the doctrine that they might come to an 

evil end if they trifled with demons in so equivocal and in

sincere a manner, what would such a Christianity have been 

but the exchange of one form of superstition for another ? 

And yet the author of the Acts of the Apostles gives utterance 

here to this verdict on the whole affair, ourcu Kara Kparog 6 \6yog 

TOV icvpiov rjv^avt KOI I ( T ; ( V £ V . Such a view is in itself so un

worthy of the characteristics of an Apostle, and is so completely 

in conformity with those of a later period that we cannot but be 

doubtful about its origin. At the same time we cannot ignore 

the fact that the narrative, 13-20, as well as that which follows, 

21-40, seem to have originated only in an a priori abstrac

tion. The intention of the author, as we have already said, 

was to give as brilliant a picture as possible of the labours of 

the Apostle at Ephesus. To this end the Paganism opposed 

to Christianity, and requiring to be overcome by it, must be 

clearly presented. 

Now Ephesus was doubly celebrated for its magic and its 

worship of Artemis. Accordingly with respect to both these 

facts, the mighty progress which the cause of the Gospel 

made through the labours of the Apostle is brought promi

nently before us. That Ephesus was a celebrated seat of magic 

is testified by the universally known 'Etylaia ypappara.- By the 

very nature of the case the worship of demons was bound up 

with magic. If a man denied magic he must also deny demon 

worship. The demons themselves co-operated to this end, for 

as intelligent spirits penetrating into inward things they hated 

a syncretism in which Christianity was so unlawfully allied 

partly with Judaism and partly with Heathenism. From such 

data is the narrative in xiii. 20 computed. But as it was the 
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author's design to represent here the victory which through' 
Paul, the Gospel had won over Heathenism in the form in 
which it at that time existed in Ephesus, the celebrated 
temple worship of the Ephesian Artemis could not be passed 
over in silence. Could there have been given a greater proof of 
how the Gospel was spreading in an ever-widening circle, than 
that the great Artemis of the Ephesians was losing her wor
shippers? that the world-renowned silver shrines no longer could 
find purchasers ? and that the whole guild of silversmiths em
ployed in making them lost their occupation, and very naturally 
broke out into open violence against the man who was the 
original instigator of this great change in the aspect of affairs ? 
The connexion in which the narrative of the tumult of Deme
trius appears in the Acts of the Apostles is taken from a point 
of view from which the successful labours of the disciples can 
only be considered as an ideal picture, without at the same time 
offering any real security as to the truth of the individual 
statements, for of these in many instances no clear account is 
preserved. W e must therefore conclude that the historical re
sult of the whole passage, xix. 10-40—of the simple report 
of the Apostle himself, 1 Cor. xvi. 9, of his residence in 
Ephesus, Ovpa yap fioi aviwye fityaXri Kal Ivtpyrjg KOI avriKiifitvoi 
TTOWOX (compare xv, 31.) is not carried out. And it is even 
more evident as the comparison of the two passages, v. 14, &c. 
and xix. 11, &c. shows, that the more the author here kept 
Peter before him as a model, the more must the picture of the 
Apostle Paul's operations testify to the parallel between the two 
men. 

I might consider from the same point of view the narra
tive of the youth who at the evening discourse of the Apostle 
at Troas, fell down from an open window on the third floor, 
and was brought to life again by the Apostle, Acts xx. 7, &c. 
There is of course every probability that the young man was 
not really dead, and the whole occurrence can very naturally be 
explained without the intervention of any miracle. On the 
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other hand the account of the historian supposes a miracle to 
have been worked. That the Apostle hastened to the youth 
and u laid himself on him/' proves nothing against the miracle 
theory, as sometimes accessory means of this kind were 
employed in miraculous acts, although they were not indispen
sable to the miracle. The words yap ipvx*i a v T ° v *v airy lariv 
may indeed signify " his life is still in h i m b u t how does 
this prove that Calvin's commentary, "non negat fuisse 
mortuum quia miraculi gloriam hoc modo extingueret—sed 
sensus est, vitam illi redditam esse Dei g r a t i a s Meyer among 
the modern interpreters expresses it, is only a strange evasion ? 
How, as is here specially pressed on our attention, could the 
author say distinctly, xx. 9, vpOrj veicpbg, if he did not really 
mean the reader to understand that the youth was dead? 
Although the whole occurrence may have happened in a per
fectly natural manner, the writer must have considered it to 
have been a miracle, and must have designed to represent it as 
such. What could have decided him to take this course, if it 
were not that he thought that as a raising from the dead had 
been among the miracles wrought by the other Apostles, and 
especially by the Apostle Peter, the Apostle Paul ought to be 
represented as not behind them in this respect.* This accidental 

• In the narrative of the miracles which the Apostle Peter performed in Lydda 
and Joppa, Acts ix. 23 , &c. the accounts in the Evangelists of the different mira
cles of Jesus are collected together succinctly, and ascribed to the Apostle Peter. 
In this way is treated the cure of the paralytic, ix. 33-55 (compare especially Mark 
ii. 1, f.)) and a raising from the dead, ix. 36-43. A s the raising of the young man 
at Nain, Luke vii. 12, has for an especial motive that the youth was the only son 
of his mother, and that she was a widow—so here there is a similar motive, only it 
is in a connection which it would very naturally take, as there is so much said about 
almsgiving and good works. A life that had been spent in so many good works is 
most pathetically brought into notice by the widows who stood around weeping, dis
playing the clothes and garments which the dead woman had made for them, such a 
life should not be snatched from the world or should again be given back to it. On 
this account, this restoration to life is brought forward as a supreme event in the 
Gospel of Luke as here in the Acts. A s it is expressed in Luke, ca t tfwictv avrbv 
Trj pqTpl avrov. So here 41 , <ptovr)<Jac 8k rove ayiovg Kai rdg x*IPaC irapwrqaev 
abn)v Z&oav. For the rest the narrative rests on the three Evangelists, Matthew 
ix. 18, &c. xxiii. 2 6 ; Mark v. 22,<&c ; Luke viii. 41 , especially on the account in 
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and natural occurrence could be easily utilised for the purpose 
of this parallel. In the same manner may also be treated the 
narrative, xxviii. 8-10, in which the Apostle appears as a miracle-
worker, but which in reality contains no miracle at all. 

Mark. W e may compare Mark v. 40, UfiaXwv frwavraQ Kal Kparrioac rtjc x-ipoc TOV 
natdiov Xkyti avrij raXtOd Kovpi—Kal ivd'uoQ dvkari) TO Kopdoiov—with Acts ix. 40 . 
iicfiaXiav til *Zu navraQ 6 UsTpog. elirr Taj3t0a\avaarri9ii 17 dk—avtKaOifft. (Com
pare Lake vii. 14.) dire 'vtavivxt, ooi Xkyia iykpQtiTV Kal dvtKaOieiv 6 vtaviaq SOVQ 
Si avry xcipa avtGTtjeiv avrr)v. The supposition, however, is very patent that 
the name of the woman TapiOd is only borrowed from the TaXiQd Kovpi of Mark. 
The name TafliOd, Roe-deer or Gazelle in Hebrew and Syriac, means the same as 
TaXiOd, with which it is interchangeable, by Paranomasia, and signifies maiden 
generally, and as Mark v. 41, adds, 5 Ion inBtpp.rivtv6ptvov TO Kopdaiov, the 
author of the Acts follows with ij dupfirjvtvofikvrj XiyiTai tfopjcdc. 



CHAPTER VIII . 

THE APOSTLE'S ARREST AT JERUSALEM.—ACTS XXI., ETC. 

THE sad and gloomy forebodings with which, according to the 

Acts of the Apostles, the Apostle Paril set out on his journey 

to Jerusalem, and which he expressed in his farewell speech at 

Miletus, were too well grounded, although their complete fulfil

ment did not immediately take place. Scarcely had the Apostle 

arrived in Jerusalem when there happened a series of events, 

whose result was to place him in the hands of the Roman 

tribunal at Jerusalem, and then after a two years' arrest at 

Cassarea he was led to Rome as a Roman prisoner, in order to 

receive the ultimate decision of his fate from the Emperor, to 

whose sentence he had appealed as a Roman citizen. Here, if 

anywhere, in the most public part of the Apostle's life, we 

might be entitled to expect from the Acts of the Apostles a 

statement which would admit of no doubt as to its historical 

truth. But we are deceived in this expectation. The false 

position with regard to Judaism which as we have seen is given 

to the Apostle by the Acts of the Apostles very naturally 

brought on the catastrophe which followed in Jerusalem. It 

cannot be doubted that it was caused by the hatred which the 

Jews had long cherished against the Apostle, as being an 

. apostate from and an enemy to their religion. All through the 

Acts of the Apostles we find this brought forward as the reason 

for representing the Jews as being the most bitter enemies of 

the Apostle, not only as opposing his preaching of the Gospel 

with all their power, but also as trying every means to sacrifice 

him to their hatred. But if we ask what was the special cause 

of this deadly hatred on the part of the Jews towards the 

Apostle, we find no satisfactory answer to the question in the 
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Acts of the Apostles: as it is in accordance with the apologetic 

interest to conceal as much as possible the true relation of the 

Apostle Paul to the Jews as well as that to the Jewish Chris

tians. The only explanation which can be given is as follows: 

That the Acts of the Apostles represent the occurrences at 

Jerusalem and Antioch in quite a different light from that in 

which we see them placed in the Epistles of the Apostle him

self—that it makes him accommodate himself to Judaism in a 

manner to which he could not possibly have committed himself 

without falsifying all the logical consequences of his principles. 

In this view we have already said, how little belief ought to be 

given to the assertion of the Acts of the Apostles that Timothy 

allowed himself to be circumcised on the persuasion of the 

Apostle. In the same light we ought to consider those actions 

ascribed by the Acts of the Apostles to the Apostle, which 

testify at the same time to a clinging to the customs and insti

tutions of Judaism on his part, which, if it does not itself 

stand in direct contradiction to his well-known principles, at 

least places his mode of action in an highly equivocal light. 

Twice does the Acts of the Apostles purposely state that the 

Apostle did not neglect the usual visits to Jerusalem at the 

times of the festivals. The Acts represents him as saying, 

xxviii. 2 1 , Act pe Travriog Trjv eoprrjv rr)v epypplvY\v> Troir)aai elg 

'JepoaoXvpa. Even this journey he made under the influence 

a vow which was connected with the undoubtedly Jewish 

custom of shaving the head.* He did not wish to be detained 

on his last journey, because, as we are told Acts xx. 16, he 

hasted el Svvarbv r]v a i r w , rfjv ripepav Trig irevTr\KO<JTY\g yeviaOai 

elg 'lepoaoXv/ia. The Apostle himself says very simply, Romans 

xxiii. 35, in speaking of this journey, that he now goes to Jerusa

lem, SiaKovwv Tolg ay loig, in order to convey thither the contri

butions collected in Macedonia and Achaia. In any case this 

* Most commentators take the Kiipdpevoc, Acts viii. 18, as relating to the Apostle. 
Perhaps also his inclination to the acceptance of the Nazarite sacrifice, xvi. 26, 
may be thought remarkable. 
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must have been the chief aim of the journey, as in 2 Corinth, 
viii. 9, where the same contributions are spoken of as being a 
very important part of the Apostle's affairs. But whilst the 
Acts of the Apostles says nothing directly on this subject, on 
the other hand it brings into great prominence the visit to the 
feast, about which the Apostle is perfectly silent, and this is 
evidently done with a view of making the Apostle appear as a 
faithful adherent of the Jewish national worship. But if the 
Apostle had throughout shown such an adherence to the 
ancient religion of his fathers, would he so far have depreciated 
it as to deny the necessity of circumcision ? And how shall 
we explain the great collision into which the Apostle came 
with his brethren in the faith, and the irreconcilable hate with 
which he was persecuted by them ? The faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah cannot have been the origin of this hatred, or it would 
have been shown in the same manner against the Jewish Chris
tians who lived together with the Jews in Jerusalem. It can only 
be explained by his teaching of the law, and naturally it could not 
be otherwise than that the Jews should consider him a deadly 
enemy to their religion, if, on the one hand, he was desirous of 
making the Gentiles Jews, in order that he might make the Gen
tiles partakers of the Messianic salvation exclusively ordained 
for the Jews, and on the other hand of relieving them from 
the necessity of circumcision, by which alone the Gentiles could 
partake of the blessings of J udaism. As soon as circumcision was 
no longer of value as the specific characteristic of Judaism, the 
essential difference between Jew and Gentile was removed, and 
with it the absolute importance of Judaism. Therefore in the 
doctrine which the Apostle held as essential, namely that circum
cision was no longer necessary, there was seen only the most 
direct contradiction of the principle of Judaism. But explicable 
as is the enmity of the Jews to the Apostle, the statement in the 
Acts of the Apostles is just as inexplicable—for why should 
the hatred of the Jews be directed exclusively towards him, 
and not equally towards the elder Apostles, who were com-
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pletely in accord with him on the subject of circumcision ? But 
if, as we may assume from the epistle to the Galatians, the elder 
Apostles did not agree with him on this point, if they, like the 
Jewish Christians generally, rather adhered more closely to the 
necessity of circumcision, then we must naturally suppose that 
the Apostle was held as an enemy on account of his doctrine 
of freedom from the law, not only by the Jews, but by the 
Jewish Christians also. How can it be otherwise than that a 
narrative which presents the whole position of the matter in 
quite a different light to that which really existed, should also 
make the events springing from it appear in another form ? 
And if at the same time it cannot pass over in complete silence 
the real state of the matter, it can only by mentioning it, 
involve a self-contradiction. From this point of view the 
account in the Acts of the Apostles of the arrest of the Apostle 
in Jerusalem is constructed, and from this point of view we must 
consider it with its accompanying events. In it we meet with 
difficulties and contradictions, in which we see nothing but the 
natural collision which must ensue in the wider sphere which 
affairs take in their actual operation, between a historian who 
from the beginning had taken up such a false position with re
gard to historical truth, and the real matters of fact. 

This view likewise is very striking in regard to the first 
point with which the Acts of the Apostles begins the relation 
of these last occurrences in Jerusalem. The Apostle went, 
on his arrival in Jerusalem, to James the head of the Church 
at Jerusalem. In an assembly of the collected Elders, he gave 
utterance to a detailed account of the results of his apostolic 
labours among the Gentiles up to that time; all that he had to 
say on this subject was received with, the most sympathetic 
recognition. But at the same time he was made aware that in 
Jerusalem it had been said that his teaching had been opposed 
to circumcision. Then in order to meet the opposition which 
his appearance in Jerusalem would excite, he was advised to 
join himself to four men, doubtless members of the Jerusalem 
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Christian Church, who were already under a Nazarite vow and 

as a necessary obligation to share the charges of carrying out 

their vow. For thus he would testify to all that those things 

whereof they were informed concerning him were nothing, and 

that he also exactly kept the law. This advice the Apostle 

followed. But even if it is not self-evident that he could not 

have resolved on such a course of action, which, unless he were 

Unfaithful to his principles, could only serve to refute a report 

circulated against him, and thus mitigate the hatred of his 

enemies, we cannot overlook the design of the narration of this 

act, and what end it is destined to serve. The Apostle was 

accused of having incited all the Jews present to forsake Moses, 

by maintaining that they ought not to circumcise their children 

nor observe the law. Acts xxi. 21. This accusation was not 

untrue—it was matter of fact that the Apostle preached a 

doctrine among Jews and Gentiles which as a necessary con* 

sequence removed the obligation of circumcision, because the 

reason for this custom, which had hitherto been considered of 

all importance, now appeared utterly aimless. But if the Apos

tle now entered on a course of action apparently designed to 

impress his opponents with the idea that he still adhered 

strictly to the law (aroiyjug teal avrbg TOV vo/xov <j>v\a<TGt*>v as 

well as others) what was said of him would have been false (wv 

KaTr\yi)VTai trepl <rov ovSev core).—false also that he was an oppo

nent of circumcision. How could James the brother of the 

Lord commend such an act, from the point of view of the 

motive which the Apostle had when he resolved on it? What 

opinion can we have of the character of these men if we can 

conceive them capable of such a mode of action ? The author 

of the Acts of the Apostles himself felt this—for he limits the 

SiSaaKstv aTTOvTaaiav airb Miovohog very decidedly to the Jews 

which were among the Gentiles, xxi. 21, (compare 25) and the 

accusation itself implies in the strongest sense a direct opposi

tion to circumcision and to the Mosaic law. (Xiyiov /xr) irepLripvetv 

avTovg ra Tticva findi roig Weov irepLiraTtiv, xxi. 21) verse 25, 



CHAP. V I I I . ] HIS A RUEST AT JERUSALEM. 209 

also bears reference to this. It means that nothing must inter
fere with the freedom of the Gentile Christians, but it is far 
from being asserted that for them alone the fyvkaaazaQai TO TB 
eld(jj\60vTov &c. is of value and not circumcision. How could 
the Apostle maintain the necessity of circumcision for the Jews, 
if he ignored it for the Gentiles ? The reference of these 
transactions in Acts xv. to an occurrence which cannot have 
taken place as related, shows the interest the author has in 
representing the affair in a light of which there is not the least 
hint throughout the whole preaching of the Apostle concerning 
the law of Judaism. Commentators on the Acts of the Apostles 
therefore hold it as unlikely that the Apostle Paul should have 
inculcated direct opposition to the observance of the law, and 
think that he only decidedly attacks as un-Christian the depen
dence of salvation on such observance.* But nevertheless he 
worked in the most decided manner against the opinions held 
by the Jewish Christians concerning the observance of the law, 
and could in no way turn away from himself the reproach that 
his whole doctrine tended to the up-rooting of the law. 
Can these interpreters then find it very intelligible that the 
example of the Apostle, and the entire spirit of his teachings 
caused many Jewish Christians to renounce conscientiously 
the observance of the Mosaic law altogether ? How weak and 
unworthy of an Apostle is the evasion to which he must have 
had recourse in order to have any foundation for the assertion, 
Z)v KaTi)\r\vrai. ire pi 0*0v oi/Siv lariv a\\a (TroiytiQ KAL avrbg TOV 
vopov ipvXafTawv ? It was certainly very far from the Apostle's 

* Thus Olshausen, on Acts xxi. 17-26—and also Neander, p. 425, say, "Paul 
always attacks the outward observance of Judaism only in so far as the justification 
and salvation of man were made dependent on it." What Neander says against me 
does not in the least alter the case. The Apostle himself, 1 Cor. YII. 13-20, expresses 
the principle that the Jews should remain Jews after their conversion—that Chris
tianity does not pretend to change any of those outward things—which may remain 
as ever merely outward; but even in this way the whole former view of them is 
changed, and any one may see that if circumcision is no longer made necessary to 
salvation, its merely outward retention can have no value, and sooner or later must 
end, even .for the Jews themselves. 

14 
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intention to give a colour to such an observance of the law. In 

his own Epistles he states in the frankest manner that he is an 

opponent of circumcision, and says that adherence to it is in 

opposition to the principles. of his teaching. Here again we 

find that it is the Epistle to the Galatians which throughout 

consistently maintains its irreconcileable contradiction to the 

Acts of the Apostles. " See—I, Paul say unto you/' declares 

the Apostle unreservedly, Gal. v. 2, 3, 6, 11, 13, "that if ye 

be circumcised Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify-

again to every man that is circumcised that he is a debtor to 

do the whole law." " For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 

availeth anything nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh 

by love." " And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why 

do I yet suffer persecution ? then is the offence of the cross 

ceased." " Y e have been called unto liberty." It is not said 

that the Apostle speaks in this manner only against the Gala-

tian Gentile Christians. When he declares in the same Epistle, 

" Ye are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for so 

many of you as are baptized in Christ have put on Christ, and 

are therefore neither Jew nor Greek." He expressly establishes 

the principle that no difference can be acknowledged between 

Jew and Gentile. With what appearance of truth could he 

come before the Jews with the statement, " All that you have 

heard of me is not in the least true. I am, as much as you, an 

adherent to and an observer of the law!" Would this have 

been a less objectionable iiroKpiaig than that with which the 

Apostle himself so unreservedly charged Peter. It is impos

sible that the Apostle should have resolved on such a course of 

action on the grounds given by the author of the Acts of the 

Apostles; and if the grounds be wanting on which a certain 

course of action depends, how doubtful the action itself be

comes ! How can we imagine any reasonable grounds for 

recommending such a course of action to the Apostle ? The 

immediate result showed unmistakably how vain and purpose

less were the advice and its consequences. It is therefore only 
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the author of the Acts of the Apostles who wishes to represent 
the Apostle as a faithful adherent to and observer of thef Mosaic 
law, and also here and everywhere (especially in xxviii. 17) to 
place completely in the background, or rather entirely to 
ignore, the real difference between him and the Jewish Chris
tian party, and, in one word, who is desirous to represent the 
Apostle to the Gentiles at any cost as an Apostle to the Jews, 
which he certainly neither was, nor, according to his own 
express declaration, ever would be. 

The advice thus given to the Apostle must have had for its 
motive the fact that there were so many thousands of believing 
Jews in Jerusalem who were all strict zealots for the law (xxi. 20). 
But here also springs up an insoluble difficulty. W e must ask, 
how did all these thousands of believing Jews come into a church, 
which, according to all accounts, could not have been very im
portant ? The Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem in general might 
perhaps be correctly spoken of as consisting of "many thou
sands," and the supposition seems very clear that the words 
TWV ireTTKTTtvKOTwvy added on to 'lovSafov, are spurious. It 
cannot be alleged against this supposition, which I have before 
brought forward, that if Paul had been told that there were 
in Jerusalem many thousand Jews who were all zealous ob
servers of the law, it would have been a self-evident proposi
tion. This would not have been told to Paul as something 
with which he was before unacquainted, but merely in order to 
recommend to him the course which it would be best for him to 
pursue. A statement, to which the grounds of critical objec
tion lie so deep, cannot be established by such patching up of 
weak places. If, according to Neander's idea,* "that this 
number need not be taken as an exact one," we pass over 
the "many thousands," there still remain the "believing 
Jews" about whom the Apostle was warned, and also the 

* A writer who at first makes thousands upon thousands converted at every 
preaching of the Apostles may truly not make much difficulty at last in speaking 
about myriads! 

14 * 
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Jewish Christians of that Church, in which the Apostle, as had 

been immediately before said, had found so friendly a recep

tion from the brethren. Even these were now described 

to him as zealots for the law, from whom he had to fear 

the most extreme measures, on account of the accusation 

brought against him of preaching apostacy from the Mosaic 

law. How can we entertain both these ideas ? Supposing 

that we assume that all the members of the Church at 

Jerusalem might not have been equally suspicious of the 

Apostle, and adverse towards him, yet how the few brethren 

who formed the exception would have sunk into insignificance 

in comparison with the great mass of the Jewish Christians in 

that Church which saw in the Apostle nothing but the worst 

enemy of the law.* For it is not likely that we have here 

described in the disposition of these zealots for the law, that 

same hatred against the Apostle which soon after broke out in 

so threatening a manner in spite of advice, which although well 

meant, was not to all appearance likely to end favourably.f 

• Kuinol remarks quite unreservedly in his just appreciation of this difficulty on 
atieXipoi (17). " Apostoli et presbyteri nam coetus non favebat Paulo," but is 
harshly treated by Meyer, who finds this remark " very strange/' as it ( 2 0 ) speaks 
of an increased enmity of the zealots, carried on even to a refusal of a friendly 
reception. But is not this really the undeniable meaning of what follows? The 
suspicion against the Apostle was so great that men saw in him no brother in 
the faith, but only an apostate. We can by this explain how it was that such an 
opposition existed between these 'lovtiaXoi irtmeTevKoTec and the afcX^oc, in a 
church which had been established under the immediate direction of the Apostle. 
Neander is completely silent on this point. If also, as by Zeller Apostgesch. 
(page 280) the words (21) must be taken as meaning to express suspicion, the 
affair is not much altered. Simple suspicion may have sufficiently excited such 
fanatic jealousy. 

f The author however himself indicates that this opinion of the Jewish Christians 
was connected with the appearance subsequently mentioned, v. 2 2 . But if the 
words: irdvrtag del irXrjBoQ ovvtXBiiv are not to be directly understood to refer to 
a tumult, but only of a collection of the curious, what is thereby gained? The most 
favourable views are not to be imputed to a multitude which has flocked together 
out of curiosity, because an apostate and a preacher of apostacy, has ventured 
to let himself be seen in Jerusalem, and indeed in such a case only a chance 
incident would be needed to give a practical bearing to such hatred. But this 
ffvviXQiTv is nothing less than a trvvdpopt) TOV Xaou, as in v. 30 . It is also 
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And why should we not suppose such a disposition against the 
Apostle among the Jewish Christian inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
as well as among the Jewish inhabitants, as all those who are 
referred to by James, are described by him as declared foes and 
opponents ? Does not everything which is here said about the 
great apprehension for the Apostle awakened at that time by 
the zeal for the law among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, coin
cide completely with the feeling which was afterwards enter
tained against the Apostle Paul by the Ebionites, who were so 
nearly allied to the Jewish Christians. W e can only wonder 
how a writer who hitherto has taken the greatest pains to 
conceal, as much as possible, the true relation in which the 
Apostle stood to the Jewish Christians, should have here come 
forward for once with the bare naked truth, and this top in a 
connection in which the matter in hand had a practical import
ance, and must have caused, by its results, the Jewish Chris
tians to appear in a very equivocal light. But the clear literal 
meaning of his words can leave us in no doubt on the matter, 
and even if, as the iroaai fxvpiaStg seems to indicate, the Jewish 
Christians of Jerusalem had unwillingly perhaps joined with the 
Jewish inhabitants of the city (for really there cannot have been 
so great a division between the Jews and Jewish Christians 
of Jerusalem),* what he has once said cannot be unsaid, 
and his testimony is of all the more value, as it must be 
looked on as wrung from him against his will by the might of 
historical truth. W e must then conclude, according to the 
statement of the author of the Acts of the Apostles himself, 
that the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem saw in the Apostle 
Paul an apostate from the law, and a preacher of this apostacy 
among both Jews and Gentiles. A s they held this opinion of 

evident that v. 28, OVTOQ laTiv—vavrat iravraxov tiiddaicuv, refers to v. 21 , 
airoGTaoiav $i8d<TKtiQ, &c. 

* 'lovdaXoi ol irtiruTTtvxoTtc are therefore in general true adherents of the law— 
orthodox Jews, whether or not they are believing or unbelieving Jews in reference 
to Christianity. The expression is evidently used by the author in this sense as 
concerning Judaism merely. 
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him, no one can be astonished at the supposition that they 
could not be so indifferent and uninterested as is generally 
supposed, in the events with which the scenes immediately suc
ceeding were the undeniable results of these views and opinions. 

Without doubt the actual course of the subsequent narrative, 
and in fact the only one which can with any certainty be 
deduced from it, is, that the appearance of the Apostle in 
Jerusalem caused a tumultuous scene, in which he was saved 
from the hands of the Jews by the Roman military power, but 
on the other hand suffered imprisonment at the hands of the 
Romans. The motives of these circumstances are mixed up in 
the closest manner with the apologetic tendency which reigns 
over the whole, and in accordance with which the Acts of the 
Apostles represents the pretended advice to the Apostle as 
being followed. The more free, accordingly, that he became 
from the charge brought against him, the more apparent 
become the groundlessness and unreasonableness of the hatred 
which burst out against him as an apostate. This thread runs 
through the whole series of transactions following the imprison
ment of the Apostle. It is an artistically constructed compli
cation which is by no means calculated to present a clear 
natural statement of the matter. If we turn to the chief scene 
of this narrative, to the trial of the Apostle before the San
hedrim, xxiii. 1-10, which is developed with a certain dramatic 
interest, how unlikely and unintelligible, even how unworthy 
of the Apostle, does everything appear. A t best the artifice is 
astonishing which the Apostle must have employed in order to 
bring the two parties composing the Sanhedrim, namely the 
Sadducees and the Pharisees, into a quarrel, and by this quarrel 
not only to avert the attention and passion of the Sanhedrim 
from himself, but to gain for himself the goodwill of one 
of the parties. After the violent outburst of passion from 
both sides, which interrupted the discourse of the Apostle, as 
soon as it was begun, he commenced with the bold declaration, 
whilst thinking of the opposition between the two parties 
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of the Sadducees and Pharisees, " I am a Pharisee, the son 

of a Pharisee; of the hope and resurrection of the dead 

I am called in question." This one question is represented as 

having had the immediate result not only of placing the Saddu

cees and Pharisees in the most violent opposition, but of 

bringing over the Pharisees to the side of the Apostle, and 

making them declare openly that they found no fault in him. 

Here especially arises the question whether it was exactly in 

accordance with the truth, that the Apostle should take up the 

subject of the quarrel with his enemies in this manner ? If 

the Apostle "agreed with the Pharisees about the faith in a 

resurrection, of course he could hardly have said with truth 

that he stood there for judgment because he had preached 

Jesus as the One through whom the hope of the people of 

Israel of resurrection from the dead must be fulfilled. For as 

soon as the sense of the words of the Apostle, rapt IXtrlSog teal 

ava<jTa<re<M)g veicpwv lyw Kpivofiai, is taken as Neander takes it, it 

is then clear that between him and his opponents, the question 

of a faith in a resurrection from the dead was not raised, but 

only the inquiry, whether or not Jesus had risen from the 

dead. But this fact could be denied without prejudice to the 

doctrine of a resurrection. Although the Apostle indeed agreed 

in this last instance with the Pharisees, he at once separated 

from them with regard to a fact without which the doctrine of 

a resurrection could have no meaning nor value for him. It 

was here at least completely useless for him to cling to this 

point of agreement, which only included the mere possibility 

of the resurrection of Jesus, but proclaimed aloud the great 

chasm between possibility and reality, and accordingly it was 

most evident that, as a Pharisee, he stood for judgment on 

account of the common belief of the Pharisees. The Apostle 

claimed expressly to be judged as a Pharisee. Even if there 

does not here appear an incoherent and equivocal evasion of the 

truth of the peculiar matter in dispute, we must express an 

opinion that the statement which traces the whole difference 
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between the Apostle and his opponents to the doctrine of the 
resurrection must be considered in this light. The Apostle 
must have known perfectly well that there was no question 
here of the doctrine of the resurrection, in regard to which he 
was in accordance with those who believed in the resurrection 
of Jesus, and with those Jewish-Christians of Jerusalem who 
no longer contested this belief, but that the real cause of 
offence was that which.distinguished him from all these, namely, 
his preaching of the law. There is in this view also an 
evasion of the real cause of dispute, which does not seem to be 
in accordance with the Apostle^s frank love of truth; and the 
remark of Grotius on v. 6 : " non deerat Paulo humana etiam 
prudentia, qua in bonum evangelii utens columbae serpentem 
utiliter miscebat et inimicorum dissidiis fruebatur," still less 
suffices for the vindication of the Apostle, as it sets in a yet 
more striking light the very point in question. But, setting aside 
all these moral considerations, we can scarcely imagine that a 
single expression undesignedly let fall by the Apostle regarding 
the resurrection could have kindled so fierce a fire. Parties, 
which differed from each other on such essential points, and yet 
in so many ways were in practical agreement, and who were also 
united in one and the same school in the Sanhedrim, must long 
before have so far relaxed their points of difference, that it 
would have been impossible for these to have again been the 
objects of so violent a dispute on this occasion, unless now, as 
in a former case, there was a question of a mere stratagem 
for the defence of the accused. But we have both parties 
disputing with a fury and a passion which blinded them to 
their own interests, as it had done in the first instance, 
when they quarrelled about these opposing doctrines. The 
intention of the author of the Acts .of the Apostles in this 
narrative appears all the more clearly from the absence in it of 
any historical probability. The Acts of the Apostles through
out makes the Apostle Paul stand in as close a relation as 
possible to Judaism ; his real, essential opposition to it is 
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passed over in silence and placed completely out of sight. In 
furtherance of this view, a common point of agreement is 
established between Judaism and the teachings of the Apostle. 
It is evidently the intention of the author, partly to adopt the 
prejudices which may have existed on the part of the Jewish-
Christians against the Apostle as an opponent of the law, and 
partly to represent the hatred of the Jews towards the Apostle 
in a still more disadvantageous light. A s the Apostle here 
stood before the Sanhedrim in opposition to both Sadducees 
and Pharisees, and was yet partly allied to the Pharisees by the 
belief in a resurrection, an opportunity was afforded to the 
author of so representing the matter, as to show that the 
Pharisees were not so much the peculiar enemies of the Apostle 
as the Sadducees were. The Apostle was a victim only to the 
partial hatred of a single sect. In the connection of ideas in 
which the author introduces the matter, he allows us also to 
penetrate into the difference of doctrine between the Pharisees 
and Sadducees by the remark made xxiii. 8. After there had 
been so much question up to this time of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, and even of their disagreements, what makes the 
author now state so precisely the differences in their doc
trine ? If he were only treating of a matter of fact in a simple 
and historically true manner, he would certainly not have 
specially brought forward an idea which is represented as 
an established fact throughout the Gospels, unless with the 
intention of setting the opposition of the Apostle to the 
Sadducees and Pharisees in such a light as to present a 
decided picture of the difference of doctrine existing be
tween these two parties. Prom his knowledge of this 
difference in doctrine he seems to have constructed his account 
of the behaviour of the Apostle before the Sanhedrim. H e 
allows himself to be so far misled by the efforts he makes 
to unite as far as possible the party of the Apostle with 
the Pharisaic party, as almost to make the Pharisees into 
Christians. It is not enough that he finds a common ground 
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of resemblance in the doctrine of the resurrection—the other 
points of difference, the belief in angels and spirits, must be 
utilized to the same end, whilst the Pharisees, acknowledging 
the Apostle's side as their own, declare openly that they can 
find no fault with this man, and even say in addition (v. 9) 
tl Sc irvevfxa tXaXrjcrev avTy, rj ayyeXog. This bears out what 
the Apostle, in his speech to the people, xxii. 6-18, said of the 
appearance of the risen Jesus, and the Pharisees seem prepared 
accordingly to yield to the Apostle, as far as regards the reality 
of this appearance; but, in the very moment in which they 
are about to acknowledge this openly, the author makes them 
suddenly interrupt their declaration, as though they themselves 
were astonished at such a concession. W e may say with 
Neander (page 432) that " the concluding words of the inter
rupted speech, /irj dco/iax^/icv, are certainly a gloss, and a gloss 
disturbing the sense, because this was assuredly more than the 
Pharisees from their standpoint could have meant." The 
matter in hand in no way depends on- the question whether the 
interrupted words which must have been completed in some 
way, were in fact completed in this manner or otherwise; and 
it is clear that the preceding words contain much more than 
could have come into the minds of the Pharisees from their 
standpoint. Those who were inclined to grant so much could 
never again object to the Christian faith. Besides, how can 
we think that the Pharisees, while they were in the Sanhedrim 
as judges of the Apostle, and as champions of their own 
doctrines would, on account of the mere appearance of the 
identity of his faith with their own, consider as not worth any 
further attention all those points which, as Pharisees, they 
must have felt as most obnoxious in the Apostle, and points 
too which comprised the special charge against him, namely, 
indifference to the profanation of the Temple, and uprooting of 
the authority of the Law ? All this is in the highest degree 
unlikely, and shows very clearly that the whole of this transac
tion before the Sanhedrim, in the form in which we have it, is 
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purposely introduced by the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
and that he does not pay due regard to maintaining the 
dignity of the Apostle's character. It must, therefore, be here 
said openly that this public statement of a tumultuous scene 
between the Apostle and the High Priest is something so 
unworthy of the Apostle that thanks are owing to any criti
cism which, on sufficient reasons, would free the Apostle from 
this blot on his character. The author of the Acts of the 
Apostles has here in his mind something that tells against 
rather than in favour of the historical character of his statement 
—the trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrim; but how unlike the 
Apostle seems to the image of him who " lived in him." " Ubi 
est ilia patientia Salvatoris qui quasi agnus ductus ad victimam 
non aperuit os suum, sed clementer loquitur verberanti; si male 
locutus, argue de malo, si autem bene, quid me caedis V9 Thus 
does Jerome decide on this passage (contra Pelag. iii. init.), 
and the impression left by these words is not effaced when he 
adds: "Non Apostolo detrahimus, sed gloriam Domini pres-
dicamus, qui in carne passus carnis injuriam superat et fragili-
tatem." Olshausen also decidedly states that it appears unlikely 
that the Apostle should have used an abusive word, he would 
by such a behaviour have violated the decorum due to so high 
a court of justice, and confounding the person with the office 
would have given vent to his feelings with regard to the man 
where only the office was concerned.* Neander indeed is of 
opinion that these passionate words contain the truth, and that 
the Apostle, when made aware that it was the High Priest 
whom he had thus vilified, retracted his words at once, by 
saying that he had not thought that it was the High Priest to 

* It is really incomprehensible how Olshausen from his standpoint could have 
committed himself to such an opinion on the behaviour of the Apostle. I f the 
literal reading is worth so much, it cannot be doubted that the Apostle really 
behaved as is represented, and further it is certain that the Apostle as the most direct 
organ of the Holy Spirit, must here be an infallible authority, and we must therefore 
not judge the behaviour of the Apostle according to our human standard of 
morality, but rather arrange our standard of morality according to the behaviour 
of the Apostle! 
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whom he was speaking, and to whom, of course, according to 
the law, reverence was due. But how little is it remembered 
in this theory that the simple words OVK ySuv cannot mean 
"non reputabam." They can only mean " I did not know;" 
but the Apostle could not in earnest say that he had not recog
nized him, and therefore could only have said, "I did not 
know that he was High Priest" in an ironical sense. But if 
those words are to be taken in an ironical sense the irony 
shows that he ranged himself on the side of the Pharisees, and 
with them made common cause against the Sadducees. This was 
also shown by the stratagem by which he immediately after
wards placed his special enemies the Sadducees, at whose head 
was the High Priest Ananias, in the greatest embarrassment, 
and it is thus clear that he had little intention of retracting. 

The same tone and character reign from beginning to end in 
the behaviour of the Apostle. I disagree with the opinion 
pronounced by Neander on this passage, as follows (page 421 ) : 
"The art which the Apostle has here employed makes us acknow
ledge in him the man who, with Christian circumspection knew 
how to command the violence of his feelings, and with Christian 
prudence to turn circumstances to account without any preju
dice to truth." I can neither see here any " Christian repres
sion of passion" or any Christian "turning circumstances to 
account without prejudice to truth;" and I consider it unjust 
that the picture of the Apostle's character which we gain from 
his Epistles should be distorted by the warped delineation of 
an author who lived at some distance of time from the apostolic 
period, and who wrote in the interests of a party. 

If the two extracts, xxi. 17-26, xxiii. 1-10, are related in 
the manner above shown, it must be granted how little we are 
justified in considering the rest of the passage with the narra
tive connected with it from an historical point of view, even if 
it is not possible for historical criticism with the evidence at its 
disposal to attach the general suspicion which it must cherish, 
to every individual statement. According to the result of our 
inquiry on the passage xxiii. 1, & c , it must be held as extremely 
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doubtful whether or not any such transaction as this before the 
Sanhedrim took place. If this is doubtful, what security have 
we that the two speeches said to be delivered by the Apostle 
—one in chap. xxii. before the Jewish people, the other 
chap. xxvi. before King Agrippa—really were so delivered as 
stated by the author. The first at any rate must have been 
delivered under circumstances which were scarcely calculated 
for such a discourse. Is it likely that the Roman tribune, who 
had arrested the Apostle in a highly tumultuous scene, should 
have given permission to a prisoner, whom he held to be a 

rebel of a most dangerous kind, to deliver a public speech, and 
about whom he knew nothing except what he heard from himself, 
—that he was a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, and this too directly 
after he was brought into the castle—especially when it could 
not be foretold how this speech would operate on people 
already in A state of suspicious excitement? Is it likely that 
the people in this state of passionate excitement would have 
listened so long and so patiently to the hated speaker, whom 
they had just condemned as worthy of death ? A t any rate 
we must again pronounce the fact as very remarkable, that this 
speech like that of Stephen, and the one delivered by the 
Apostle in the Areopagus, is so systematically arranged that 
the speaker is interrupted at a certain point, and in this case 
at a point when he begins to speak of his mission to the Gen
tiles, xxii. 21, reminding the people of the most peculiar and 
immediate reason for their hatred against him. This point 
occurs too just at that moment when he had completed all he 
could under such circumstances say in furtherance of his main 
idea. Both speeches have a thoroughly apologetic tendency. 
The chief idea which the Apostle carries out is as follows: the 
duty to which he had hitherto devoted himself among the 
Gentiles was by no means either arbitrarily chosen, or the 
accidental result of a free subjective resolution, but it was 
rather the consequence of a higher call vouchsafed to him, 
brought to a resolve by an objective fact, the operation of whose 
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overpowering influence he had been unable to withstand. Of 
course such an apology seems not inappropriate to the aim 
which the Apostle had in view in delivering both speeches, but 
it also suits in a remarkable manner the apologetic tendency to 
which the author of the Acts of the Apostles generally sets 
himself to further. And the question rather arises from it 
whether the Apostle, if he thought himself obliged to speak 
apologetically against his opponents, was obliged also to refer 
in the manner he did to the matter of fact on which his whole 
apology is founded. But this is not the case, and in none of 
the epistles of the Apostle, in which he has to vindicate himself 
against opponents of different kinds, is there any decided indi
cation of this kind respecting the outward matter of fact which 
the Apostle here, twice in succession, makes the chief subject of 
his detailed discourses. But such an apology strictly considered 
is not at all suited to the situation in which the Apostle found 
himself in chap. xxii. W e must not here forget that the pecu
liar cause of the hatred of the Jews against the Apostle was 
not so much his faith in Christ, as his attack upon the law. As 
long as he did not vindicate himself on this last subject, any 
apologetic attempt must have been in vain; but in the whole 
of the speech there is no vindication, and we cannot suppose 
the reason to have been that he was interrupted, and would 
have spoken on the subject if he had continued the speech. In 
the second speech also in which the Apostle was at full liberty to 
express himself fully and in detail, nothing is said on this point, 
although it is in general designedly brought forward in the 
Acts of the Apostles, as if in this case it did not affect the 
Apostle Paul more than the other Apostles. In the position of 
the Apostle at that time such an apology would have been of 
no great value, but the affair must take a different aspect from 
the standpoint of an author who has to vindicate the Apostle, 
not merely in his relation to the Mosaic law, but generally 
with reference to his apostolic authority. What could be 
better adapted for this aim than the repeated circumstantial 
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mention of the extraordinary fact by which, against his own 
will and intention, he had been placed in the path of action in 
which he had hitherto worked as an Apostle. 

If these two speeches, especially the first, can scarcely be con
sidered as having been really delivered, the point of view is 
strongly urged upon us, that the arrest of the Apostle in this 
narrative portion of the Acts of the Apostles, seems to have 
been intended as a testimony to his innocence, and this arrest 
is separated from the undoubtedly more simple issue of the 
affair by a series of transactions in which the same scene, 
always resting on the same views, is constantly repeated, partly 
by the Apostle himself, partly by others, whose opinion seems 
to have been of importance. The Apostle's speech before the 
people has this aim, but it was not possible for the Apostle to 
bear witness of his innocence before the people, therefore the 
objective point of view was necessarily presented, on which the 
cause of the Apostle was to be generally decided. The trans
actions before the Sanhedrim were brought about by the Roman 
tribune, to whom the true cause of the tumultuous popular 
riot against the Apostle was unknown, with the intention 
yvuvai TO aer^aXee, TO TI Karriyopurai napa TCJV 'lovSaliov (xxii. 
30.) As the Apostle succeeded in drawing the party of the 
Pharisees over to his interest, and received from them the de
claration : oifSlv fcaicov evptoKopev Iv r<£ avOpioirq rovTq (xxiii. 9) 
a public recognition of his innocence and the justness of his 
cause was achieved. The mild, benevolent, careful behaviour 
which the Roman tribune manifested towards the Apostle, 
must be chiefly explained, according to the Acts of the Apos
tles, by the favourable result of the transactions before the 
Sanhedrim. The fresh steps which were taken by the Roman 
Procurator Felix, in the form of a Roman prosecution of the 
Apostle, gave the latter a fresh opportunity of proving not only 
the injustice of the accusation brought against him, but also 
of exhibiting his Jewish orthodoxy in a way which makes the 
various religious points which divide him from his opponents 
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appear as a highly indifferent matter. But here also we cannot 
imagine how the Apostle could say with a clear conscience, 
o/ioXoyw 81 rovro <roi, on Kara rrjv oSbv fjv Xiyovmv cuptaiv, 
OVTU) Xarpfvw TSJ narpt^tv 0«p marevtov iraai rolg Kara TOV vofxov 
Kal rote iv rolg irpo^r)Taig yeypan/mtvoig—(also according to 
the first commandment, Genesis xvii. 14) iXirlSa i\iov elg TOV 
BBOV, rjv Kal avrol OVTOI irpoaSixovrai avaaramv [xiXXuv iataOai 
VBKpwv SiKalwv rc Kal a$iK(a)v—ri avrol ovrol eliraTtoGav TI evpov 
iv ifiol aSfjcq/xa, aravrog fiov iirl TOV <rvve$piov, fi vepl fxtag Ta\rn\g 
<pwvr)g fig tKpalia iartjg iv avroXg o n itspl avaaraaewg vtKpwv 
iyi) Kplvofiai <rr)fXEpov ixf? V/JLWV (xxiv. 41 , & c ) . The cause of 
the Apostle is here again placed in a very equivocal light, but 
he reaps the advantage by the Procurator Felix not deciding 
against him, but treating him with attention and forbearance. 
A new and very solemn transaction occurred in the presence of 
the Jewish King Agrippa and his sister Berenice under the 
successor of Felix—the new Procurator Porcius Festus—who, 
although convinced of the innocence of the Apostle, xxv. 18, by 
his compliant attitude towards the Jews necessitated an appeal 
on the part of the Apostle to the Emperor. This appearance 
of Paul before the King first happened at the special request 
of the latter (xxv. 22), and then again (verse 26) owing 
to the desire of the Procurator to have the opinion of the 
King as a Jew, in order that he might be in a situation to 
have something to report to Rome on the affair, although 
this opinion of the King could only be founded on the one
sided representation of the Apostle himself. The Apostle 
accordingly relates afresh before this solemn assembly the 
history of his conversion, together with the repeated assur
ance of his Jewish orthodoxy, evading at the same time the 
special points of the accusation against him. The result of this 
scene is the unanimous decision of the whole assembly: on 
ovdlv Bavarov afiiov rj Sevfiiov TrpavcFU b dvBpwirog ovrog, toge-
gether with the especial declaration of Agrippa against Festus, 
aTToXtXiHrBat iSvvaro 6 avBpwirog ovrog, ct fxrj £7T£ic£icXijro Kcu-
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aapa (xxxvi. 31, 32). The author of the Acts of the Apostles 
has to treat of this result, he does not however desist from 
making it very evident of how much value such a decision was 
in the mouth of a man who had to exert a knowledge of all 
Jewish customs and religious questions, and who also knew 
something of the history of Jesus, (xxvi. 3). The question 
especially put to the King by the Apostle (verse 27) Trirrrziziq 
fiaviXtv 'AyptTTira, TOIQ trpofyriTaiQ, with the answer purposely 
given by the Apostle himself, oeSa, on maTevaig, to what do they 
lead, except to a strengthening of the importance which the 
decision of the King received by this assurance of his ortho
doxy ? But it can scarcely be imagined that the decision of 
a King who was not very worthy of respect in a moral point 
of view could have been so pleasing to the Apostle; nor that 
he would have prized so much the opportunity of pleading his 
cause before the King, as the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
represents him to have done in the outset of his speech, 
xxvi. 2. 

15 



CHAPTER I X . 

THE APOSTLE PAUL IN ROME.—HIS IMPRISONMENT AND 

MARTYRDOM. 

IN consequence of the appeal made to the Emperor, the 

Apostle with some other prisoners was brought from Caesarea 

to Rome at the command of the Roman Procurator Festus, by a 

Roman centurion whose humane conduct is much lauded in 

the Acts of the Apostles. The detailed relation of this journey, 

apparently taken from an account of it by Luke, although here 

and there betraying another hand, is for the most part authentic; 

and what the Acts of the Apostles gives with regard to the 

life of the Apostle is of very little importance in the history of 

his apostolic labours. As soon as the Apostle arrives in Rome 

we see him again placed in antagonistic relations to the Jews, 

and these in their results require a more lengthy discussion. 

The thing most worthy of remark contained in the Acts of 

the Apostles regarding the life of the Apostle is the notice 

given at the conclusion, that the Apostle remained two whole 

years in Rome, and held free intercourse with all that came to 

him, working unhindered for the kingdom of God by the 

preaching of the Gospel of Christ. What makes this con

cluding remark which has been so much* discussed, so enigma

tical, is that it assigns a period of two years, at the expiration of 

which a change may be supposed as taking place in the circum

stances of the Apostle, and something definite as succeeding. 

But what could this have been ? If after so long a delay the 

appeal of the Apostle to the Emperor was then decided and the 

Apostle consequently set at liberty, it does not seem conceivable 

that the author of the Acts of the Apostles should pass over 

in utter silence an event which would have been the result of 



CHAP. I X . ] HIS IMPRISONMENT AND MARTYRDOM. 2 2 7 

15 * 

all that had gone before, and which would so exactly have been 
in accordance with the apostolic tendency of the work.* 

The general idea is, that the Apostle at the expiration of 
these two years, being free either through the decision of the 
Emperor or for some other reasons, immediately took another 
journey and went into Spain, but afterwards suffered a second 
imprisonment at Rome, and at last died as a martyr in Rome 
at the same time as the Apostle Peter. A second Roman im
prisonment is first spoken of by Eusebius, but the reasons for 
this supposition which it seems was traditional, even in the 
time of Eusebius, are only the so-called Epistles of the Apostle, 
which without it were thought not to be intelligible.f The de
cision to which we come on this pretended fact, as well as on the 
others which overstep the boundary line set by the Acts of the 
Apostles, must depend chiefly on the question, what trust can be 
given to the historical connection with which the history of tho 
farther destiny of the Apostle is entwined. W e cannot even 
here separate Paul from Peter, both must even at the end share 
the same fate. This is full of significance. W e cannot fail to 
see in it the mythical traditional continuation of the parallel 
which the author of the Acts of the Apostles has all along 
instituted between the two Apostles. The legend arising from 
a definite idea attains its resting point in a belief spreading 
over the universal consciousness of the period, that Peter and 
Paul, as the two most glorious Apostles, together founded the 
Roman Church, and after this common work died the same 

* In order to explain this conclusion of the Acts of the Apostles, Schneckenburger 
remarks, page 126—"He came to Rome and there preached unmolested. '/xtrd 
iraailQ irafiprjotag dKU)XvTwg.' Is not this a fitting conclusion? Is it not quite in 
harmony with the bias running through the whole history of Paul?" Cer
tainly, but if the author of the Acts of the Apostles had had no more positive end 
to carry out, Paul would not really have been found innocent and released. 

f H . E. ii. 22. Tore plv ovv diroXoyrjodpevov avQv; kiri T))v TOV Ktjpvyfiarog 
haKovlav \6yog ix*1 OTUXCLOQCII TOV dirooToXoV StitTspov 8' iiripdvra ry avry 
iroXu Tip KCLT' avrbv (N tpwva) TtXei(o9i]vai papTvpitp iv dtapotg %x°PtV0£ 
TOV irpbg TipoOeov dtvrepav ovvraTTii tTrtaToXrjv bfiou (TtjfiaivdJV TTJV rc irpOTtpav 
avTif ytvopiviiv diroXoyiav KUI T>)V napairotiag TtXtiuxriv. 

file:///6yog
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death, as martyrs in the same city. Here the legend attains its 

aim, but its real point of action only consists in what belongs to 

the life history of the Apostle Paul. Paul did actually come to 

Eome—the office in which he had hitherto laboured among the 

people, as the Apostle to the Gentiles, had led him thither—and 

it can also be looked on as an historical fact that he died there 

as a martyr. But all that we find in reference to Peter is from 

the first very doubtful and legendary. It cannot be disputed 

that he laboured for the Gospel beyond the bounds of Judea. 

A t least the Acts of the Apostles represents him as not only 

going into Samaria, but also as travelling into the Phoenician 

cities, and according to Gal. ii. 11, he also went to Antioch, 

But on this point fui*ther information is wanting, and the pas

sage, 1 Cor. ix. 5, establishes no correct conclusion. The Apostle 

Paul indeed here says of himself, fifj OVK iypp.tv iZovalav, aSsX^qv 

yvvdiKa ireptayuv, £>g Kal of Aoi7roi a7rooToAo«, Kal ol a$s\<pol TOV 

Kvpiov Kal Kt]<pag} but this wepiayeiv can only be meant of the 

Apostle himself, and the sense of the words can only be thus— 

whether he had not the right to take with him on his missionary 

journeys an aStXtyr) yvvrj as the rest of the Apostles had an a$tX<prj 

yvvrj. In any case it may well be assumed that the foreign mis

sionary activity of the Apostle Peter, was directed exclusively to 

the Jews, according to the arrangements made Gal. ii. 9. Of 

course there is some mention of the martyrdom of the Apostle 

Peter in the New Testament, but it is only in the apocryphal 

Bounding addition to the Gospel of John, xxi. 18 ,19 , and hero 

as well as in the fourth epistle of Clement of Rome, chap. 5, no 

place is ever specified. The legend of his residence in Rome is 

without doubt to be referred to the passage, 1 Peter v. 13, as the 

interpretation of Babylon by Rome agrees best with the whole 

nature of the Epistle. Perhaps we may see a slight allusion to 

this legend in the two passages, Acts xix. 21, and xxiii. 11. 

A t the time, when the Apostle Paul first took the resolve to 

travel from Ephesus, by Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem, he 

very emphatically declared ore JLUTCI TO- yevtaOai /ie eicaT, &T JU€ 
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Kai Twfiriv iSctv, and when he had successfully undergone the 
trial before the Sanhedrim, and the stormy scene with which 
it ended, the Lord must be represented as appearing to him 
on the following night, and encouraging him with the words, 
Oaptru wg yap Sufiaprvpu) ra irepX 1/JLOV tig 'lepovaaXrjfi, oSrw o~€ 
Set ical tig Pci/uijv pacrrvpricTai. In both these passages the idea 
is so expressly conveyed that the highest aim of his efforts, the 
fairest point of view of his completed apostolic course is the 
tig Pwftijv fiaprvprjaaiy that it cannot have taken place without 
some special intention. It may not be too bold to suppose 
that the idea of the Apostle Peter (who is represented by the 
legend as being already at Rome) may have floated in the mind 
of an author who throughout shows so decidedly apologetic a 
tendency. Whether this is so or not, the Apostle Paul had the 
actual truth on his side, but in order as clearly as possible to vin
dicate his claims, the author of the Acts of the Apostles makes 
him express beforehand his knowledge of his destination. 

In proceeding from the commencement of this legend to its 
further development, we find it divided into two different 
branches, one of which takes an Anti-Pauline, the other a 
Petrino-Pauline direction. The first of these forms is con
nected with Simon Magus, on whose account Peter came to 
Rome. The Acts of the Apostles represents them as meeting 
in Samaria. When the Apostle perceived the perverse con
dition of the Magus by his endeavour to partake of the 
Holy Spirit by unlawful means, he recognized the danger of 
corruption which threatened Christianity through the Magus. 
Although this may really have been connected with the his
torical person of the Magus, it is easy to see in the Acts of the 
Apostles that he is the mythical representation of a Samaritan 
popular deity. As the Samaritan religion was considered as hea
then, so he was the representative as well of the heretical Chris
tianity mixed with heathen elements as of heathenism itself ;* 

* Die Chr. Gnosis, p. 306. Christenthum der drei ersten Jahrh. p. 1, 8, etc. 
treats exhaustively and accurately of Simon Magus. 
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and the Apostle Peter travelled from place to place, from 

land to land, from east to west, only to follow the Magus 

going before him, to combat him in every form, and to refute 

the godless doctrines promulgated by him. In this form the 

legend plays the chief part in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, 

and in the writings connected with it. In the same form Euse

bius recognizes it. As soon as the Magus had fled before the 

Apostle from the east to the west, and had so far carried his 

magic arts in Rome itself that he was there honoured as a God 

and had a statue erected to him—Peter also appeared there. 

ria/oa7roSac yovv ITT\ TT)Q avrrig KXavSlov (iaaiXtiag V iravayaOog 

Ka\ QiXavOptoiroTciTii TVV SXWV irpovoia TOV Kaprepbv KCU ptyav raJv 
yAiro<TToX(»)v, TOV aperriQ ivtica TWV Xoiirvv awavTW wpor)yopovj 

Hirpovj iiri TTJV eVwpr\v wg lm TqXitcovTOv XvpeCjva j3/ou XHPa" 

ywytl og olaTig ytvvcuog TOV Otov errparnyoc To7g Odog owXoig 

QpaZaptvog, TY)V woXvrlpriTOv ipwopdav TOV vorirov Qwrbg 1% 

avaToXdJv To7g Kara Suatv licopiZtv (j>£jg UVTO Kai Xoyov ^V\CJV 

awrZ/ptov, TO Kr)pvyfxa Tr)g TCJV ovpavwv fiaaiXtiag evayytXiZopevog, 

What is said here as well as by Justin Martyr in the " apology," 

regarding a statue erected to this Simon in Rome, in an island 

on the Tiber with this inscription, " Simoni deo Sancta," is an 

evident* mistake, a confusion of Simon Magus with the Sabine 

Roman god Semo Sancus, (which also may have been originally 

allied with the ancient Eastern Sem-Semo), but the important 

legend of the Magus and the Apostle Peter cannot, have been 

derived from this. For this cause then the Apostle came at so 

early a period to Rome. Eusebius at the close of his narra

tive (ii. 15) appeals for the truth of this tradition to Clement 

of Alexandria, who has related the history in the sixth book 

of his Institutes, and to the corresponding testimony of 

Bishop Papias of Hieropolis. It is here truly doubtful whether 

Clement and Papias are of any value as witnesses for the whole 

of the foregoing striking narrative of Simon Magus and 

Peter, or only for that part of it which refers to the Gospel 

of Mark. 
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About the reason which Mark may have had for composing 
his Gospel in Rome, Eusebius says: " the great impression 
which Peter had made on the Romish Christians by his brilliant 
victory over Simon Magus, had produced the lively wish in 
them to possess a written memorial of the Christian doctrine 
he had delivered to them. So on their pressing entreaty, Mark 
the companion of Peter, became the author of the Gospel 
handed down under his name" As we see in Eusebius 
vi. 1 4 , Clement really speaks of Peter's activity in teaching 
in Rome, but whether this is also to be gathered from 
the elder Papias is doubtful, as Eusebius can scarcely have 
meant this by the passage (iii. 39) quoted by him from the 
works of Papias, in which it is only said that the Gospel of 
Mark arose from the doctrinal teachings of the Apostle 
Peter. In the meanwhile the Romish origin of the Gospel 
of Mark seems to have been an ancient tradition, which 
nevertheless may have been well known to.Papias, and if 
it were well known to him why should^ he not have been ac
quainted with all the rest which stood in close connection with 
it? Mark indeed came to Rome only as the companion of 
Peter, but for what cause could Peter at so early a period have 
come to Rome, if the presence of Simon Magus there had not 
afforded one? It is very possible that the legend in this 
form had a certain antithetical relation to the Apostle Paul. 
If Simon Magus be heathenism personified, then the Apostle 
Peter, who travelled everywhere after him, combating him and 
converting the people from his false doctrines, would with 
justice be specially described as the Gentile Apostle, which he 
really was not, but ought to have been, in order not to leave 
Paul alone to enjoy this renown. The pseudo-Clementine 
Homilies expressly ascribe this title to the Apostle Peter, as 
he himself says, iii. 39. " bpfi^v ug ra edvri rd iroXXovg Oeovg 
Xcyovra, Kiipv£ai Kal &£ci£at, o n tig itrriv 6 Oebg og oipavbv 
tKTiae Kal yr\v Kal TO. IV avroig wavra oirwg aya-rn^aavreg avrov 
awOi'ivai SvvnOuxTiv" This sphere, which we are accustomed to 
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see occupied exclusively by Paul, as the Apostle to the Gentiles, 

is here described as being equally filled by Peter, and in this 

same homily the matter takes a truly surprising aspect—it 

exhibits in Simon Magus, conquered by the Apostle Peter, no 

less a person than the Apostle Paul himself. I t has been 

already shown what unequivocal attacks upon the Apostle Paul 

these Homilies contain, how especially they seek to represent 

him, according to their theory of revelation, as an Apostle forced 

on a wrong track, and as one who dispensed with all true 

authority. This attack runs through all the contents of these 

Homilies. What is so strongly advanced by Peter against Simon 

Magus, namely that he had called him a KarzyvuHTfiivog (Horn, 

xvii. 19) is stated with reference to the Apostle Paul (Gal. 

ii. 11). There is the same reference when Peter, in the letter 

to James which precedes the Homilies, chap, ii., speaks of a 

difference of doctrine which he not only knew of as a prophet, 

but because he could already see the beginning of evils. " For 

some among the Gentiles," he says, " have rejected the lawful 

doctrine which they received from me, and have adopted the 

lawless and unworthy doctrines of a man opposed to me. And 

already in my lifetime some have undertaken through artful 

interpretation of my teachings to transform them into exhorta

tions to the abolition of the law, as if I myself did not think 

and "teach freely and candidly the very opposite. This conduct 

of theirs is nothing but opposition to the laws of God, which 

were given by Moses, and testified to our Lord when he said 

with regard to his own everlasting duration, ' Heaven and 

earth shall pass away before one jot or one tittle of the law shall 

fail/ Thus spoke He of whom are all things. But those 

persons who, I know not how, seem to know my meaning, and 

to understand that of the teachings which I deliver, better than 

I do myself, say of those teachings, that their doctrine and 

intention are such as I never intended them to be. If such 

persons in my lifetime dare to utter such lies, how much more 

will they dare to lis after my death !" 
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* Irenaeus contra hacr. 1, 26. Euscbius. II. £ . 3 , 27. 

It cannot well admit of doubt that by this avQpwirwg txQp°G> 
whose avofiog Kal <ftXvapwSrig SiSaaicaXia the Gentiles accepted, 
was understood the Apostle Paul. He is also that irXdvog 
of whom Peter, Homil. ii. 17., says, that before him Simon 
Magus had gone to the Gentiles—he after him. iirtXOwv 
wg GKOTW <j>wg, wg ayvola yvwaig, wg voaw \avig. ovrwg Srj wg 
aXridrjg r)pwv irpo$r)rr\g tlpr\Ktv, irpwrov \ptvSlg $a iXOuv svayyi-
Xiov virb irXavov rivog Ka\ tW* ovrwg fitra KaOalpeaiv rov dylov 
roirov tvayyiXiov aXiqOlg Kpixpa Siairen<pOiivai, tig hravopQwaiv 
rwv iaopivwv alpiatwv.. The false Gospel of this heretical teacher 
following on the true one, is Pauline as to the abolition of 
the law, and the words ptrd KaOalpzaiv rov aylov roVov are not 
merely a chronological definition, but also an allusion to Acts 
xxi. 28, according to which passage the Jews fell upon Paul 
with the cry, bvrog lariv 6 avOpwirog, 6 Kara rov Xaov, KOL rov 
vopov KO\ rov rotrovrovrov wdv'rag Travraxpv SISCMTKWV, in Si KOX 

"EXXyvag el(rr)yayEv tig rb iepbv Kal KBKOIVWKS rov ayiov roirov 
rovrov. With regard to the occurrence here related, the attitude 
of the Apostle Paul, so inimical to any forced abolition of 
the Mosaic law, and the other institutions of Judaism, are desig
nated as a KaOalptmg rov aylov roirov, in order to represent this 
wild, characteristically heathen disturbance about the law, as at 
the same time a prelude to the destruction by the Romans of 
Jerusalem and the Temple—the rowog ayiog. 

All these accusations bespeak the genuine Ebionifish spirit 
and character of these Homilies. The Ebionites saw in the 
Apostle Paul only an apostate from the law, a false teacher, 
whose collected Epistles they cast away.* And Epiphanius 
could have mentioned, if he had chosen, many other things 
concerning their abuse of the Apostle Paul. As men 
would rather consider those who have become hated heretics, 
and innovators in religious matters, as never having been 
members of the religion against which they so sorely offended, 

file:///avig
file:///ptvSlg
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8 0 the Ebionites maintained that Paul was no Jew by birth, 
but a Greek or Gentile, springing from Gentile ancestors, and 
who only at a later time had become a proselyte to Judaism, 
To account for his inimical attitude towards Judaism there is 
a tale which reminds us of many other charges originating 
in the same spirit. The Ebionites asserted that when Paul 
came at a later period to Jerusalem and remained there for 
some time, he courted a daughter of the high-priest. With this 
view he became a proselyte, and allowed himself to be circum
cised. But as he did not succeed in obtaining the fulfilment 
of his wishes, he wrote in wrath and vexation against circum
cision and the Sabbath, and the law generally.* If on the other 
hand we assert that the Ebionites took so inimical a position 
against the Apostle Paul on account of their extreme heretical 
tendencies, still we must not forget that Ebionitism from the 
beginning comprised the same elements which at last constituted 
it a heresy, and the Jewish-Christian opponents already com
bated by the Apostle Paul in his Epistles, give the most un
doubted testimony as to what feeling prevailed against the 
Apostle Paul, in that most ancient period of the first existing 
opposition between Ebionitism and Paulinism. These views 
and feelings against the Apostle Paul are brought forward 
throughout, in a greater or less degree, as the decided Ebionite 
element is of a more or less defined character. As Papias and 
Hegesippus belonged to the Jewish-Christian or Ebionite party, 
it cannot be surprising to find even in the few fragments of 
their writings which have been handed down, traces which make 
us certain of their anti-Pauline tendency. Papias is very desirous 
(as he testifies of himself in Eusebius (H. E. iii. 39) to collect 
together and keep in remembrance all which he thought worth 
mention, of the actual and enduring sayings of the immediate 
disciples of the Lord, which he held to be of more importance 
than their writings. To this end he made enquiries specially 

* Htpl TOV ayiov \lav\ov wj; p\ac<J>rjftovvrie avrov \kyovoi, iroaa ix« 
Xlyuv; Haer. 30, 25. t Epiphaniiui, Ch. 16. 
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of those who had stood in the most immediate connection with 
the original disciples of Jesus. " Ov yap" he says, " rdig 
ra woWa Xtyovaiv eyaipov wrnrep oi 7roXXot, aXXa Tolg raXijflfj 
SiSaaKOvaiv, ou§€ roig rag aXXorplag ivroXag pvr\povEvov<nv f 

aXXa roXg rag irapa TOV Kvpiov rrj TTIGTU StSopivag Kal air9 avrr)g 
irapayivopivag Trig aXrfQelag" Therefore he carefully asked for 
what Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, Matthew, or any other of 
the disciples of the Lord had said. There is no mention made 
here of the Apostle Paul, but it is not improbable that a man 
who laid so much weight on tradition which went back directly 
to the doctrine and person of Christ, should have had in view 
the Apostle Paul and his adherents, in speaking of those who 
rag aXXorplag ivroXag pvripovevov<Tt9 in opposition to those who 
had been the recipients of the utterances of truth from the 
Lord himself.* Photius has preserved a remarkable fragment 
on Hegesippus, in his epitome of a work of the Monophysite 
Stephen Gobarus. The writings of Stephen Gobarus consist 
of a series of articles in which he has collected together the 
contradictory declarations of the teachers of the Church. On 
this point he says, o n ra i)roipaap(va Toig SiKaioig ayaOa OVTE 

orpOaXpbg tiStv OVTE ovg ^ K O I K T C V , OVTE im KapSiav avdpioirov 
av£/3w, and continues in contrast to this : 'Ryi'iannrog pivToi, 
dp\alog TE dvrjp teal dnoaToXiKbg iv T£J iriptrrfp TWV vwopvripdrwv, 
OVK otS' on Kal waOojv parriv piv elprjaOai raura Xeyei Kal icara-
iptvSeaQai rovg ravra <j>aptvovg TWV TE OEIWV ypafy&v Kal TOV 

Kvpiov Xeyovrog* paKapioi oi 6<j>QaXpo\ vpuJv oi (iXdrovTEg Kal ra 
S)Ta ipwv ra aKoiovra. The first extract is taken from 1 Cor. 
ii. 9, and the charge of false doctrine seems therefore to point 
to the Apostle Paul. The charge of falseness is based on these 
words and in opposition to them the declaration of the Lord, 
Matthew xiii. 16, is stated. In this passage Jesus esteems his 
disciples blessed because they see and hear what many prophets 
and righteous men desired to see, and to hear, and had not 

* Bibl. Cud. 232. 
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seen and heard. The reason of their blessedness is the direct 
presence of the person' of Jesus which was granted to the 
Apostles in their special relation to him. This utterance of 
the Lord seems to Hegesippus to be completely in contradiction 
to what the Apostle Paul says: 1 Cor. ii. 9. "aXXd, KCLOWQ 

yiypawrai a o^OaXfibg OVK tide, KQ\ ovg OVK ffKOvat, Kal lw\ KapSiav 
avOpdnov OVK dvifin a tiroifiaaev 6 Qtbg rolg dyair£jaiv avrov r)fiiv 
8c direKaXvipev b Qebg Sia rov trvevfiarog abrov," and as Hegesippus 
undoubtedly understands these words to refer to the way and 
manner in which Paul was asserted to have been called to the 
apostolic office by a special revelation, we have here the same 
opposition as is set up in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, 
when these deny the true characteristics of apostleship to the 
Apostle Paul, because he had become an Apostle only by a 
visionary revelation, and not, as the other Apostles, by im
mediate intercourse with Jesus. Because this sanction of the 
apostolic office was wanting to him,' Hegesippus declares him to 
be according to the Ebionite view a liar, and his assertion that a 
man may become an Apostle without any outward hearing or 
seeing, to be a groundless one (jidrriv elpr)a0at ravra). There 
is no reason whatever why we should take the words of 
Hegesippus in any other sense than that which they themselves 
precisely express, as all that we know of Hegesippus leaves us 
in no doubt of his Ebionitism. It is highly unsatisfactory to 
suppose with Neander that he may have said this, not out of op
position to Paul, but in eager zeal against the opponents of the 
material millenium which the Pauline passages already quoted 
and many others tend to oppose, in order to do away with the 
sensuous ideas of future happiness.* Such zeal .for the material 
millenium would indeed point him out as a genuine Ebionite^ 
from whom we must therefore expect the usual Ebionite views of 
the Apostle Paul.f It is only the strongest expression of these 

* Gesch. der. Chr. Kal. u. Kirche, 2» A . , p. 1160. 
f It can only be alleged against this reading of the quotation from Hegesippus 

referring to the Apostle Paul, that according to another fragment of the same 
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views when it was said directly of the Apostle Paul that he was 
no Jew but a Gentile—a Samaritan—that Simon Magus who 
was conquered by the Apostle Peter, and it may be that this 
form of the legend, according to which Peter in the dispute 
with the Magus followed him to Rome, originated in the anti-
Pauline tendency of Ebonitism. 

The other form of the legend represents the two Apostles as 
in fraternal agreement instead of being, at enmity. They work 
together in their vocation, share the same martyr-death, and the 
scene of their common and glorious martyrdom is Rome, the 
Eternal City of the world. The comparison of the different 
witnesses on this legend shows clearly how it keeps decidedly 
in view this common object in Rome. Clement of Rome, the 
oldest witness on this point, merely speaks of the martyrdom 
with which the two Apostles ended the great work of their life. 
In his first Epistle to the Corinthians (chap, iii.), he reminds 
this church, which was again divided into parties, of the great 
mischief which is excited by envy and malevolence, and exhorts 
it to order and unity. After quoting some Old Testament ex
amples as proofs of this truth, he continues (chap, v . ) : 'AAA' cva 
THJV ap\ata)v viroSeiyfiaTwv iravawfiaQay iXQwfxiv lw\ TOVQ iyytara 
ytvofxivovg dflAijrac- Xafiwfitv TY)C yeveag fifiCjv ra ytvvaia 
v7roSuyfxara. Am £i?Aoi> icai <f>06vov ol [iiyioroi KOI SiKaiorarot 

work of Hegesippus (Eusebius, H . E . iii. 32) the church up to the time of the first 
Gnostics had remained a pure untainted virgin, and only after the holy company of 
the Apostles was broken up, the aQtoQ irXdvrj had their beginning. But it must 
not be forgotten that the Church at that time remained only Iv aSrjXtp vov GKOTU 
<pu)\tv6vrii>v tiffkri TOTI ruiv, et icai r ivec virrjpxov irapatyQeiptlv iiri\iipovvTb>v 
TOV vyirj Kavova rov fftarrjpiov KTjpvyparoc. A t that time also vnijpxov TIVSQ. 
A s Peter speaks of such TIVIQ in the Homilies, and also in the epistle to James, 
chapter ii., I n pov irtpiovroQ iirex^pn^^ ^ivtQ, &C. Although Hegesippus 
attaches no further importance to this n w c , because the immediate presence of the 
Apostle seemed to him so overpowering that a heretical element, even did it exist, 
could not flourish. The expressions avrfi J) d\ri9ua9 $ ZVOEOQ aofia, in reference 
to the Person of Christ, which point out the truth to the Prophet in the Homilies, 
are very convincing as to the Ebionite character of Papias and Hegesippus. The 
living voice of this truth Papias thought he perceived in the traditions which he 
collected. 
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GTVXOI eStwxOriaav Kal e(og Davarov ijX0ov. Adfiwpev irpb 

6<f>9a\pu>v rifiiov Tovg dyaOoig 'AiroaroXovg. 'O WeTpog did 

ZrjXov dSiKOv oi)x eva, ovSe Svo, dXXa irXelovag vwriveyKev rrovovg 

Kal ovTto papTupijaag liropevBri elg TOV oQeiXopevov TOWOV Trig 

So£i7C« Aid ZfiXov 6 HavXog viropovrig j3/on/3tTov vw{ax*v ^raKig 

Seer fid <j>opicrag pafiSevOeig XtOaaQelg, KrjpvZ yevo/ievog iv re Trj 

avaroXrj Kal iv ry Suaei, TO yevvatov rfjc wicrrewg avrov KXeog 

?Xaj3cv, SiKaioaivriv StSatiag oXov TOV Kotrfiov, Kal lirl TO Tepfia 

Trig SOcrewg IXOwv, Kal paprvprjtrag lirl THJV r)yovp{vu>v9 ovTwg 

awriXXdyri TOV KOV/UOV, Kal tig TOV ayiov T O V O V liropevOri 

vwopovrig yevopevog piyiarog vTroypajULjuiog. It may be reason

ably doubted here whether the papTvpelv of Peter is to 

bo understood as referring specially to his martyrdom, or 

merely in a wider sense to his witness to the truth through 

his apostolic labours. But in this case there is so little advan

tage conceded to Peter over Paul that the former is really 

shown to hold a secondary place. Not only are the long en

during labours of Paul described with precise details, but it is 

expressly shown that he was a herald of the faith in the west as 

well as in the east, and arrived at the end of his career as tho 

Teacher of the whole world. But there is not a word said 

tending to show that the two Apostles suffered martyrdom to

gether; we must therefore rather conclude on the contrary, that 

it was said only of Paul and not also of Peter that he worked in 

the west as well as in the east. Both Apostles truly became 

martyrs in the wider sense, but even here the difference must 

be pointed out, that Paul as eXOwv ewl TO Tipfia Ttjg Svaetog Kal 

papTvpriaag hrl TWV rjyovplvwv is called the great example of 

steadfast endurance. A t a later period when the martyrdom 

of Peter was an established fact, there was at any rate some 

contradiction on the point whether both the Apostles suffered 

martyrdom at the same time. "We find in the transactions of 

a Roman Synod, held under Bishop Gelasius I., the following 

sentence in reference to Peter, " Cui data est etiam societas 

S. Pauli, qui non diverso sicut hoeretici garriunt, sed uno 
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tempore eodemque die, gloriosa morte cum Petro in urbe 
Roma cum Nerone agonizans coronatus est."* It] is true that 
here the question is only oi* a difference in the point of time, 
but as soon as we find it said that they did not share the same 
martyrdom in the same place, at the same time, the whole 
aspect of the affair is changed, and from the garrive charged to 
the heretics, we may conclude that there was a further differ
ence, resting on an older tradition. But the same interest, 
in which the Apostles are placed in relation to each other and 
in which we really see them in the passage quoted from Cle
ment of Rome, although they are here again more separated, 
shows more and more in the further development of the legend 
that they as much as possiblg had everything in common. 
They not only suffered a common martyrdom at the same time, 
and in the same place, that is to say in Rome, but it is no acci
dental connection that unites them, they had entered on the 
journey to Rome from the same point of their common labours, 
in view of the same martyrdom. This fact is especially 
brought forward in the testimony of the Corinthian Bishop 
Dionysius, who lived soon after the middle of the second 
century. Eusebius quotes him as a witness of the common 
Roman martyrdom of both the Apostles in the words (ii. 25), 
ijg Si Kara TOV avrbv ap<^(o Kaipbv epaprvpr\<rav} KopivOlwv 
eiriaKOirog Aiovvviog eyypd^wg 'Pwpaioig bpiXujv wSi 7rwc irapla-
TY\(TIV* Tuvra Kal ipeXg Sid rr)g TO<ravrr\g vovOeaidg rrjv aVo Uerpov 
Kal HavXov Qvreiav yeveOelaav 'Pw/Aalbjvre Kal KopivOiiov avveicep-
daare. Kcu yap ap<j>u) Kal tic rrjv fiperipav KopivOov 0vreu<ravrcc 
fipag bpotwg Si Kal elg rrjv 'IraXlav opoae SiSd^avreg epapTvprfaav 
Kara rov avrbv Kaipov. The two Apostles not merely suffered 
the same martyrdom in Rome—they were also the common 
founders of the Corinthian as well as of the Romish Church— 
as Irenaeus says in the well-known passage: "maxima et 
antiquissima et omnibus cognita, a gloriossimus duobus Apos-

* Contra ha>r. iii. 3. 
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tolis Petro et Paulo—Romas fundata et constituta ecclesia." 

The two Apostles stand side by side like brothers united to

gether in death as in life, both share the same renown. But 

this equilibrium is soon lost in the preponderance of one over 

the other. It is not only the simple historical truth which 

places them so fraternally together, the legend represents a rival 

interest springing up between them ; and Paul who in the first 

form of the legend took such an adverse part, is now every

where made to give place to Peter who has gained the upper 

hand of him. If both Apostles, as Tertullian says,* " Felix 

ecclesia totam doctrinam cum sanguine suo profuderunt," it is 

then only Peter who l t passioni dominicaa adaaquatur," whilst 

Paul " Johannis" (the Baptist) " exitu coronatur," which is 

further strengthened by the statement of Origen,f that Peter 

after the preaching of the Gospel in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, 

Cappadocia, and Asia, had at last come to Rome also, Iv 'Fwpy 

yevopevog av£(TKo\o7ria0rj Kara i«0aXfje, OVTWQ avrbg a^iuxjag 

iraOeiv, whereon Ruflinus in his translation of the Ecclesiastical 

History of Eusebius gives the following commentary: " Cruci-

fixus est deorsum, capite demerso, quod ipse ita fieri deprecatus 

est ne exaequari Domino videretur," although Tertullian takes 

no objection to the adaequari passioni dominicae. Their graves 

even are not in the same place. The Presbyter Caius, living 

under the Roman Bishop Zephyrinus, first speaks as Eusebius 

maintains of. the martyr graves of the two Apostles. In his 

work against the Montanist Proclus he may have mentioned 

the place, "tvOa TIOV upr\pivwv a7rooroXa>v ra Upa aKr\vd)para 

KCLTarLQuTai" in the words (19Eyu> Si ra rpoiraia TWV 'Airoa-

TO\(OV ix<o Su^ai' yEav yap flcX/jtrwc aireXOuv iwl TOV fiarUavov, 

ff ITTL TY)V bSbv TY)V 'SlaTlav, tvpr]auQ rd Tpoiraia TWV ravrnv 

iSpvcraplvwv TT)V iKKXtiaiav," and Eusebius maintains, in proof of 

the trustworthiness of the traditions concerning Peter and 

t De praeser. haer. c, 36. Compare adv. Mark iv. 5. Petrus passioni dominie© 
adaequatur. 

t In the passage in Eusebius, H . E . iii. 1. Compare Dem. Ev. 37. H . E . 2.25. 
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Paul that the places where the two Apostles were buried were 
generally known up to this time and were called by this name.* 
Caius does not indeed particularly describe the rpowaia of the 
Apostle, but there can be no doubt that already at this time 
the legend had assigned to the Apostle Peter the more dis
tinguished place in the Vatican, and to Paul on the contrary 
that outside the city on the way leading to Ostia. Still more 
striking is the subordination of Paul to Peter in the narrative 
of Lactantius: " quumque jam Nero imperaret, Petrus Ro-
mam advenit, et editis quibusdam miraculis, quae virtute ipsius 
Dei, data sibi ab eo potestate faciebat, convertit multos ad 
justitiam, Deoque templum fidele ac stabile collocavit. Qua 
re ad Neronem delata, quum animadverteret, non modo Romoe, 
sed ubique quotidie magnam multitudinem deficere a cultu 
idolorum et ad religionem novam, damnata vetustate, transire, 
ut erat execrabilis ac nocens tyrannus—Petrum cruci affixit et 
Paulum interfecit." f Here Paul is only casually mentioned, 
the legend confines itself to Peter only, he alone is the first 
and special founder of the Roman Church. As without doubt 
Simon Magus again plays a part in so general a review of his 
miraculous deeds, this narrative presents that form of legend 
which receives its thoroughly complete legendary shape in the 
apocryphal Acta S S . Apostolorum Pauli et Petri. According 
to these Acta, when Paul came to Rome Peter was already 
there with Simon Magus. The greatest part of the people 
were converted by the preaching of the two Apostles. 

Peter indeed converted Nero's wife Livia, and Agrippina the 
wife of the Prefect Agrippa; Paul converted many soldiers 
and dependants of the Court; but the Magus working against 
them out of envy still obtained followers by his magic arts, 
although Peter strove against his sorcery by the miracles which 
he worked, by healing the sick, expelling demons, and raising 

• TJcoroi/rai n)v taropiav rj Ukrpov Kal UavXov fi'c devpo KpaTijoaaa lirl rwc 
auroQi KoiptiTtipiwv irp6<rpti<rkQ. H . E. 2-25. 

f De Mort. persecut. C . 2. 

1G 
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the dead. The contest of the two Apostles with the Magus 
carried on before the Emperor Nero ended indeed by the 
Magus being struck dead to the earth by the prayer of the 
Apostles, as he was about to ascend flying to heaven, and after 
his death, being divided into four parts and changed into a 
stone consisting of four flints; while the two Apostles were put 
to death as martyrs by Nero's command. Paul was beheaded 
outside the city, Peter was crucified, and by his own desire, on 
a reversed cross; for as the Lord who had come down to earth 
from heaven had been raised on a cross standing upright, so 
he who was summoned from earth to heaven, ought to turn his 
head to the earth and his feet to heaven. It may be seen by the 
explanation which Peter himself gives on this subject to Nero,* 
that the relation of Paul to Peter is worthy of being remarked. 
" Everything that Paul has said is true; for a long time I have 
received many letters from our Bishops all over the world, 
about what Paul said and did. When he was a persecutor of 
the lawf the voice of Christ called to him from heaven and 
taught him the truth, because he was not an enemy of our faith 
through malevolence but through ignorance. For there were 
before us false Christs such as Simon, and false Apostles and Pro
phets, who attacked the sacred writings and sought to abolish 
the truth. Against these there could only be opposed a man 
who from childhood had devoted himself to nothing else than the 
investigation of the secrets of the Divine Law, and the defence 
of truth and the persecution of falsehood. But as his per
secution did not arise from malevolence but only from a defence 
of the law, the truth appeared to him out of Heaven, and said 

* Philo, part ii. p. 11. 
f AIWKTOV yap avrov OVTOQ TOV vopov, <j>u>vt) avrbv Xpiorou IK TOV ovpavov 

UaXtfft. If Paul was converted as a persecutor of the law, then his conversion to 
Christianity is represented as a conversion from his enmity to the law. Law and 
truth, or Christianity, are here identical. From this standpoint, the original 
Ebionitish one—the Apostle's persecution of Christianity was confounded with his 
Christian Antinomianism. He was to be converted from his Antinomianism if he 
were to be of any value as an Apostle. 
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( I am Jesus whom thou persecutest, cease from persecuting 

me, for thou shalt be seen to fight against the foes of truth/ " 

In this form has mythical tradition as completely as possible 

perpetuated its conciliatory tendency. Not only are all the 

elements of the legend adopted, but the two Apostles are 

brought as closely together as is possible whilst granting the 

superiority of Peter. Peter is in Rome with the Magus, but 

the scene is now laid in the reign of Nero, in order that the 

Apostle Paul may take part in it. There is now still a slight 

trace to be found of his Bbionite identification with the Magus, 

for his conversion by Christ is necessary for the purpose of 

the contest with the Magus. In proportion as he is recognized 

by Peter, as an Apostle and a brother, must he be subordinate 

to him. Only through him is he legitimatized. When the two 

Apostles prepare for the last and crowning act, the conquering 

of the Magus, the Acta make Paul himself say to Peter: " It 

becomes me to pray to God on my knees—but it becomes thee 

to bring to nothing what thou seest the Magus do, because thou 

wert first chosen by the Lord." Peter was the special miracle-

worker and conqueror of the Magus.* 

If we look through the legend in its various forms and modifi

cations we cannot ignore the interest which it takes throughout 

in the cause of Peter, Considering the actual facts which lie at 

the root of the matter, Paul has indisputably the nearest and most 

unequivocal claim to having founded the Roman Church, and 

yet it is Peter who eventually gathers all the conclusions drawn 

from these facts to himself, and leaves Paul scarcely any share 

* The form in which these Acta have come down to us cannot be very ancient; 

but the traditional elements which they contain are much older. Origen scarcely 

says anything of the crucifixion, Kara Kt<pa\ijc, neither of the appearance of Christ 

related also in these Acta, as having been vouchsafed to Peter before his martyrdom, 

when Christ told him he should be crucified again. Wherefore Origen refers to 

Tpabig UavXov. In Joh. 1, xx . c. 12. Compare De princ 1, 2. Fortasse 

hrec Acta, remarks Thilo, Part ii. p. 24, fuerunt Petri et Pauli sicut probabile est, 

Pradicationes Petri et Pauli fuisse unum idemque scrintum quod modo sub alteru-

trius modo sub utrius que nomine allegatur. 

16 * 
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in the matter. This evident bias not only necessarily casts 

suspicion on the legend, but it opposes the real historical 

facts in a manner which can only be explained by the same 

bias. The Acts of the Apostles which bears a documentary 

character, most particularly, in their account of the travels 

of the Apostle to Rome, says nothing of a meeting between 

Peter and Paul in Rome, and thus so far confirms the sup

position which is generally advanced, that the companion

ship of the two Apostles began after the time when the Acts of 

the Apostles concludes. If the two Apostles really (as the 

Corinthian Bishop Dionysius seems to assert) travelled from 

Corinth to Italy and Rome in company, this must have been 

a different journey from that described in the last chapter of 

the Acts of the Apostles, since not the least trace is found 

either in the Acts of the Apostles, or in the Epistles reputed 

to have been written during Paul's imprisonment at Rome, that 

he had been in company with the Apostle Peter during his 

journey (which besides did not touch at Corinth) or during his 

stay at that time in Rome. If this were the case he must have 

been liberated from his imprisonment, and then immediately 

afterwards have undergone a second with Peter. On what can 

we found the probability of such a supposition ? As the testi

mony of Eusebius (as has been already remarked) rests only 

on references drawn from the second Epistle to Timothy, so 

this Epistle can alone afford a proof of this supposition. The 

genuineness of the pastoral Epistle however has for so long a 

time been called in question, and the right of doubt so fully 

acknowledged that nothing certain can be established on such 

insecure data. W e may therefore lay so much greater weight 

on the passages from the Clement of Rome above quoted. 

Neander decidedly maintains that the rippa TIJC Swauc, the 

borders of the West to which Paul went, do not mean Rome, 

but must naturally refer to Spain. W e must conclude by this 

account of Clement that Paul carried out his resolve to travel 

into Spain, or that at least he left Italy, and we are therefore 
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obliged to assume that he had been liberated from his Roman 
imprisonment.* This is however a very ungrounded con--
elusion, and in spite of all Neander's protestations I must 
maintain that the well-known expression rippa rr\g Svcrtug must 
be taken differently. The question, as Schenkel also rightly 
acknowledges, is whether Clement speaks of a rippa rfjg Svaecjg 
in an objective sense, which was the rippa for all the world, or 
in a subjective sense, which would make it a rippa for Paul 
only. For all the world it would indeed have been the rippa 
rrjg Svaetog of the extreme west; for Paul it must have been the 
place that set the last western limit to his further progress. 
If this limit to his apostolic labours were set in Rome, why 
should Rome not have been called rippa in reference to the 
Apostle, as it lay in the western land in a place most nearly 
answering to the description rippa rfig Svcrewglf He came 
tig TO rippa riJc Svaewg must, as I have before stated, mean 
simply, he came to his appointed goal in the west, which as it 
lay in the Occident, was the natural goal of his Occidiri, and 
this meaning can very naturally be extracted from the words. 
If any further objections are advanced to this explanation I 
refer to my former remarks. J 

If these two points of support are withdrawn from the 
supposition of a second imprisonment, it falls to pieces, and 
positive grounds may be taken against it, that is, the impro
bability that the Apostle under the circumstances as they then 
existed, should have been released from one imprisonment only 
to undergo another. If in accordance with the most probable 
reckoning we place the arrival of the Apostle Paul in Rome in 
the spring of the year 6 2 , and take the two years' duration of 
his imprisonment, of which the Acts of the Apostles speaks, 

* Gesch. der Pflanzg. 3rd Ed. p. 455. 
f Schenkel. Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1841, page 71. Die zweite Gefangenschaft 

des Apostel Paulus. 
% Compare Tub. Zeitschrift fiir Theol. 1831, p. 4. Die Christns-Partei, & c , p. 

149, and the so-called Pastoral Briefe, p. 63. Tub. Zeitschrift f. Theol. 1838. 3. 
Ueber den Ursprung des Episc. page 46. 
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what can be more natural than to suppose that the Apostle 

became a victim in the year 64, of the Christian persecution 

under Nero, which is described by Tacitus (Annal. 15. 44) ? 

How unlikely is the assumption that he was freed at so fatal a 

period for the Christians after an imprisonment of two years' 

duration! and how can we imagine that the scene was repeated 

so short a time afterwards under circumstances so nearly simi

lar ! W e may all the more take a stand on this reading of the 

catastrophe in the life of the Apostle,* as the combinations 

are so arbitrary in which we see it involved, as soon as it is 

attempted to bring it into the necessary agreement with the 

data involving a second imprisonment.t 

For the same reason, the more improbable that a second im

prisonment of the Apostle Paul appears, the more problematical 

becomes the martyrdom at Rome of the Apostle Peter. It 

is rendered impossible by its connection with the history. The 

two Apostles may have been together in Rome, and died there 

—but they could not have done so unless we submit their 

common residence in Rome to the limits assigned in the Acts 

of the Apostles. The accounts of the Apostle Paul do not 

authorize us in overstepping these limits; but what probabi

lity has the martyrdom of the Apostle Peter at Rome, if we 

consider it according to the historical value of the testimony 

in its favour. The oldest and most authentic testimony 

which we possess in the Epistles written by Clement of 

Rome in Rome itself, says nothing of a martyrdom of the 

Apostle, and Dionysius of Corinth only, speaks decidedly 

on the point. But what a mean idea we must form of the 

historical trustworthiness of these testimonies if we only 

hold to the one, which, in direct opposition to the Apostle's 

Epistles to the Corinthians, represents not Paul alone as the 

* W e may compare for example the combinations (which else are not the worst of 
their kind) made by the author of the treatise in the Theol. Quartalschr. Ueber 
den Auferthalt des Apostels Petrus in Rom. 1820. Page 628. 1830. P. 636. 

f Neander, page 454, does not himself understand the expression of Paul, 
paprvpilv Ini rwv y)yovp.tvwvt to mean a martyr death. 
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founder of that church, but associates Peter with him. W e 
must conclude that Peter went to Corinth as little as that he 
was the founder of the Corinthian Church. It must have been 
the Petrine party in Corinth who, desirous of usurping the 
merit of having founded the Corinthian Church, caused the 
assertion to be made that Peter had been in Corinth. W e may 
lay especial weight on the testimony of Dionysius of 
Corinth, in opposition to that of Caius of Rome, not only 
because he lived half a century earlier, but also because without 
the interest which' Caius may perhaps have had in enhancing 
the glory of the Roman Church by such a fact. Dionysius 
openly testifies that the two great Apostles died in Rome, and 
not in Corinth. Dionysius, indeed, lived half a century before 
Caius, but the former even was separated by an interval of 
more than a century from the circumstance to which he bears 
witness. He therefore can only testify to the legend handed 
down to his time of the common journey of the two Apostles 
from Corinth to Rome, and their martyrdom, which ensued. 
And we have no means of knowing whether this legend is 
merely a legend or the account of a real historical fact. The 
bias which Caius of Rome had to his own Church, is of course 
not to be found in Dionysius; but the question is not whether 
the one or the other is the originator and author of the legend 
in a .special interest, but only whether an unhistorioal legend 
even in their day traditionally handed down, was believed and 
related by them as historically true. This possibility certainly 
cannot he disputed, and if the readiness with which such legends 
are believed, would seem to presuppose a certain interest in 
them, how easily can we imagine such an interest as existing 
in the case of Dionysius of Corinth! Legends tending to the 
glorification of the Apostles were in general readily believed. 
And indeed most willingly in cases where at the same time 
the glorification of tho church to which the believers belonged 
was enhanced." Was not this also the case here ? Was it not 
then highly honourable to tho Corinthian Church that the two 
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great Apostles should be represented as having been at Corinth 
together, at the most glorious moment of their lives, that they 
had been directed thither either by common agreement or by a 
higher call, in order to set out thence on the journey to their 
martyrdom in the capital of the world—to that death which 
was to glorify their whole lives ? And does not this interest 
in placing the city of Corinth on the same footing as the city 
of Home, and in making the light shed by the two Apostles 
glorify both cities, show itself in the writings of the Corinthian 
Bishop ? " Thus have ye also," (he writes to the Roman 
Christians) " by your admonitions (the epistle of the Roman 
Bishop Soter to the Corinthians, which Dionysius was answer
ing) brought into union what Peter and Paul founded." {rrjv 
itirb Hirpov Kal ITavXou (frvrtiav yivrjOeXcrav 'Fwpaiwv rc Kai 
KopivO'iov avvtKtpaoari, i.e. ye have renewed the union in which 
both the Churches founded by the same Apostles—the Corin
thian and the Roman, are joined together.) " For after both 
Apostles had planted our Corinth for us" (elg rrjv r)per£pav 
KopivOov <pvTtv<ravTtQ r)pag} founded our Corinthian Church) 
" they went together teaching in the same manner into Italy, 
and died the same martyr death at the same time." Does not 
a special interest betray itself in these transformed facts of 
history, where, contrary to all historical facts, Peter is repre
sented as the founder of the Corinthian Church as well as 
Paul? 

In the case of the third in our list of witnesses, Caius of 
Rome, we may well grant the possibility of a special interest; 
but the more that it is considered that he wrote in Rome itself, 
that he gives the precise localities of the Vatican and of the 
road to Ostia, the more unlikely it is that there should be 
any error in this statement, because thousands would directly 
have contradicted his mistakes. Caius indeed speaks of the 
rpoiraia of the two Apostles in Rome with exact reference to 
the locality, but of what value can the testimony of an author 
be who is separated by the interval of nearly half a century 
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from the fact of the death to which the graves bear witness ? 
His testimony is only of value as showing that what he states 
about the two Apostles was told and believed in Borne at the 
time when he wrote. Of course it is incredible that there is 
any error in this statement, and thousands would have imme
diately contradicted him, if he had stated as the current Boman 
tradition, that of which no one in Borne knew anything. People 
do not confound fact with legend. There can be as little doubt 
that it was really a legend, as that it had no historical founda
tion. 

But the contents of a legend do not enhance its historical 
trustworthiness. Neander himself acknowledges that the later 
tradition of the crucifixion of Peter, which in his humility he 
thought it too much honour to endure in the same manner as 
the Holy f)ne had done, and therefore prayed to be crucified 
with his head downwards, bears the stamp of a later and more 
sickly piety, than that of simple apostolic humility.* How 
dearly bought is the theory of the Apostle Peter's presence 
in Borne, which is a purely historical question for Protestants 
and not of the slightest consequence to him, if it is only to be 
gained at the price of sacrificing the genuine apostolic cha
racter to a mere empty show of humility! But if we only take 
our stand on Tertullian's " adaequari passioni donahucae," what 
probability can even this have had in the circumstances under 
which the Apostles must have died.f If the two Apostles had 
formed one sacrifice to a Boman persecution of the Christians, 
there would have been no difference made between them in 
respect to the way and manner of their execution, least of all 
such a difference as would so exactly have carried out the 
legend of the remarkable rival interests between thera. The 
localities of the two graves even betray the existence of the 

* Page 473. 
t If we believe with Tertullian in his "Pctrus passioni dominica? adaquator," we 

must for the same reason believe with him in the truth of the martyrdom at 
Rome by oil of the Apostle John, which is attested in the same passage. 
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same rival interest, since Paul, the more foreign preacher of 
Christ, was allotted a grave on the road to Ostia, whilst Peter 
was glorified by obtaining the highest honour of a martyr*s 
grave in the widely .renowned theatre of the persecution in the 
garden of Nero. That which in the Epistle of Clement of Rome 
is vaguely represented as a martyrdom, grows with the growth 
of the legend into a firmly established and widely localized 
tradition.* 

It has been so far necessary to enter into the connexion of 
the legend affecting the two Apostles in order to be able more 
exactly to determine what facts lie at their foundation. It 
appears from our foregoing investigation, that the life history 
of Paul is the historical foundation and point of connection 
from which the web of tradition has spun itself in different 
directions. Everything which is represented as having actually 
occurred is true of Paul and not of Peter. What is related of 
Peter is only the traditional reflex of the historical reality 
belonging to the life of Paul. But the legend resulting from 
this implies that Paul must first have renounced all that was 
of importance in the results of his life, in order that it might 
be transferred to that of Peter, and only retained any peculiar 
worth to which his right was incontestable in a manner which 
showed that any honour he possessed was but the reflected 
splendour of the higher glory streaming from Peter. Thus the 
legend has freely handled in its own interest the three historical 
facts which have been under our consideration—namely the 

* Nero's amphitheatre was at the foot of the Vatican. Tacitus, annal. xiv. 14; 
in the same place were the gardens of Nero. Peter is represented as having been 
buried there, where a Church was afterwards built to him. Compare Roma antica 
di F. Nardini, Ed. iv. di A . Nibby, T . iv. Rom. 1819, page 358, where the Italian 
antiquarian asks, forse Nerone immanissimo in far strage di Christiani usd poi 
pieta in distruggere il suo circo per concedervi loro la sepoltura? In the descrip
tion of the City of Rome V . E . Plattner. C. Bunsen, &c. ii. 1, 1832, page 52, it 
is remarked on the words of Caius quoted above, 'Eyw it rd rpdrrcua, precisely 
considered this can only be a testimony that the Apostle here suffered in this per
secution, the city of the martyr death may be the token of the victory of the 
Christians, even if it were not his burial place. But Eusebius evidently under
stands the words of Caius as referring to the graves of the Apostles. 
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apostolic mission to the Gentiles, the residence in Rome, and 
the martyrdom there. There are accordingly three special 
explanations of the different forms of the legend. In order to 
displace Paul from the sphere in which he first moved in his 
apostolic work among the Gentiles, Peter is represented in 
opposition to him as the true Gentile Apostle, and he himself 
as having adopted the part of a false Apostle preaching Gentile 
doctrines. Scarcely had historical truth been in so far brought 
to bear on the subject as to allow Paul to maintain his historical 
existence, and to place the two Apostles on an equal footing in 
dignity, than Paul is made to yield the first place to Peter in 
everything which men either could or would not recognize as 
his peculiar right, such as the establishment of the more im
portant churches, the Roman and the Corinthian, the honour 
of martyrdom suffered in Rome, and the burial there. It is 
impossible not to see in all this the reflex of the different forms 
of the relations in which the chief parties in the apostolic and 
post-apostolic ages, stood with regard to each other. It cannot 
be doubted that the Jewish Christians saw in the Apostle Paul 
only the opponent and enemy of the law, and of the continuance 
of the Jewish Christianity which rested upon the law, and that 
they ought to oppose him by all the means at their disposal-, in 
all the Gentile Christian Churches. But the greater the pro
gress was which Christianity made among the Gentiles through 
the efforts of the Apostle Paul and his followers, the less could 
it fail in establishing what, in spite of the influence of the 
Jewish Christians, must have been taken as the principles of 
Pauline Christianity. Thus there arose a contradiction which 
could not continue to exist in its rude aspect if the Christian 
Church was to preserve its unity. That it did so preserve it, 
is a historical fact; but it is a false statement to say that it was 
Pauline Christianity alone which won the victory over the 
Jewish Christianity which opposed it. The two parties, by 
concessions on each side, became so mingled that in many in
stances we find Judaism still bearing the upper hand, and 
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writings such as the Acts of the Apostles, and many of the post-
apostolic Epistles of the Canon testify to what concessions the 
Pauline party submitted, either voluntarily or forced by the 
power of circumstances. Thus in the legend concerning the 
fate of the two Apostles, we have not placed before us a picture 
describing the end of their life and of their characteristics, but 
only of that of the parties depending on their persons and 
histories. So considered, and treated in their true character, 
these legends, notwithstanding their unhistorical contents 
possess a true historical value, as living pictures of the age, 
with its actuating motives and its efforts, displaying also how 
essentially different history becomes if we not only accept as 
history what is mere legend, but also if we continue to add to 
an already unhistorical series of facts, in order to complete the 
connection of legends which do not exactly fit into each other. 
An example of this we have in the theory of the second im
prisonment of the Apostle Paul, and we must once for all free 
ourselves from this groundless view, in order that we may not 
render still more aimless and incorrect our free enquiry into the 
relations of the first Church in that most ancient time. 
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SECOND PART. 

T H E EPISTLES OF T H E APOSTLE PAUL. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

T H E foregoing inquiry shows what a false picture of the in
dividual character of the Apostle Paul we should obtain if wo 
had no other source than the Acts of the Apostles from which 
to derive our knowledge of it. The Epistles of the Apostle 
are then the only authentic documents for the history of his 
apostolic labours, and of the whole the relation in which he 
stood to his age, and in proportion as the spirit that breathes 
through them is great and original, so do they present the 
truest and most faithful mirror of the time. The more we 
study the Epistles the more we perceive that a rich and 
peculiar life is summed up in them, as the most direct testi
mony to it. Only in the Epistles is that shadow, whose false 
image the Acts of the Apostles brings forward in the place of 
the real Apostle, placed in direct contrast with him. That all 
these thirteen Pauline Epistles, which Christian antiquity una
nimously recognized, and handed down as the Epistles of the 
Apostles, can not make equal claim to authenticity, and that 
many of them have against them an overwhelming suspicion 
of unauthenticity, is a result of later criticism, which is still 
gaining more general acceptance. If we consider the pre
sent state of the criticism of the Pauline Epistles it may now 
be the place to form our judgment in accordance with the 
foregoing inquiry, on the same classification, on which Eusebius, 
in his classic passage on tho canon, proceeded, when he 
delivered his judgment on the writings composing the canon 
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of the New Testament, drawn from the historical testimony 
lying before him. The Pauline Epistles divide themselves 
into Homologoumena, and Antilegomena. 

In the Homologoumena there can only be reckoned the four 
Epistles which must on all accounts be considered the chief 
Epistles of the Apostle, namely the Epistle to the Galatians, 
the two Epistles to the Corinthians, and the Epistle to the 
Romans. There has never been the slightest suspicion of 
unauthenticity cast on these four Epistles, on the contrary, 
they bear in themselves so incontestably the character of 
Pauline originality, that it is not possible for critical doubt to 
be exercised upon them with any show of reason. All the rest 
of the Epistles, which are commonly ascribed to the Apostle, 
belong to the class of Antilegomena; but even according to the 
idea attached by Eusebius to the word, this does not by any 
means imply a positive assertion of actual unauthenticity, but 
only indicates the opposition to which their authenticity has 
been partly already exposed, and that to which it may still 
further be exposed, since among all these lesser Pauline 
Epistles, there is not a single one against which, from the 
standpoint of the four chief Epistles, some objection or other 
cannot be raised. In their entire nature they are so essentially 
different from the four first Epistles, that even if they are con
sidered as Pauline, they must form a second class of Epistles 
of the Apostle, as they must have been composed for the most 
part at a later period of his apostolic course. But as Eusebius 
himself makes another division of his Antilegomena, and estab
lishes another class which he designates as spurious, in refer
ence to which opposition no longer remains a mere inward 
doubt, but brings to light the overwhelming probability of 
real unauthenticity, so in these deutero-Pauline Epistles there 
is nothing wanting to make the critical sentence incline more 
and more to this view as regards them. According to my 
views, and those of other critics, the so-called Pastoral Epistles 
must be placed in this subdivision of the Pauline Antilegomena. 
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It follows then that there are three classes of Pauline Epistles, 
a classification which rests also on an ancient authority. The 
Marcionite canon, whose 'ATTOOTOXOQ is the most ancient collec
tion of Pauline Epistles known to us, does not contain the 
generally received thirteen Epistles of the Apostle; but only 
ten, excluding the three Pastoral Epistles. In any case the 
Pastoral Epistles in their relation to the Canon of Marcion 
make a separate class, and on that account perhaps are not 
comprehended in it. If they are wanting because they were 
not in existence at the time, they of course would not be after
wards included as spurious in a collection which only professed 
to contain genuine Pauline Epistles. If they were in exist
ence at the time, but unknown to Marcion (and this is scarcely 
credible if they had been long existing as genuine Pauline 
Epistles), their relation to this Canon remains the same, they 
were not included because they were not Pauline writings. 
Thus if, being already recognised writings, they were excluded 
from the Marcionite Canon, they were excluded as being 
writings which were held by the compiler of this Canon not to 
be Pauline: and by this exclusion they must be condemned 
as not Pauline, and must be also considered as writings 
which, if not dating from a notoriously later period, still at 
least are wanting in the genuine Pauline character. From 
the standpoint of the Marcionite Canon, these Epistles must 
be in any case considered as composing the last class of 
the Epistles generally ascribed to the Apostle Paul. If we 
proceed from the Epistles which are wanting in the Canon 
to those which it really contains, wo find two classes which 
agree with the above classification, namely a series of 
Pauline Epistles of the first class, and another of the second 
class. According to Epiphanius, (Eter. 42. 9.) the Pauline 
Epistles in the Canon of Marcion were arranged as follows: 
—Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, 1 and 2 Thessa-
lonians, Ephesians (but to which Marcion has affixed the in
scription, " T o the Laodiceans") Colossians, Philemon, and 

17 
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Philippians. In this arrangement of the Pauline Epistles 
we must bear in mind the prominence given to thp Epistle 
to the Galatians, and the reason of this may be found in the 
importance which this Epistle must have held in the teach
ings of so decided an anti-judaistic follower of Paul as Marcion. 
The rest of the Epistles must also have been arranged from the 
point of view of their greater or less importance with regard 
to the teachings of Marcion, but we cannot understand why 
the two Epistles to the Corinthians should precede that to the 
Romans, and still less why the rest should follow precisely in 
the order they do. If we assume that this arrangement 
is in accordance with the order of time in which they were 
written, the two Epistles to the Thessalonians stand in the 
way, as in this case they ought not to come just after the 
Epistle to the Romans, but ought to precede the whole, as 
they were the first written. And yet we must recognize a 
certain reference to the order of time in the fact that the 
Epistles to the Thessalonians follow immediately the four prin
cipal Epistles. If we consider all these facts, we can only 
explain the Marcionite Canon by the supposition that it con
sists of two separate collections. The first collection is com
posed of four Epistles. Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and 
Romans, which could only be so placed by following a chrono
logical order. The second collection must also have been 
arranged chronologically—although we cannot rightly under
stand why it was commenced with 1 and 2 Thessalonians, and 
why the Epistle to the Philippians follows immediately that to 
Philemon. However we may decide on the question of there 
being two collections, a very remarkable phenomenon of this 
Canon remains certain, namely, that we find in it, in a 
second series, all those lesser Pauline Epistles which in many 
respects are so different from the chief Epistles that they 
afford more or less occasion for critical doubt, and the sup
position very naturally presents itself, that unless weighty 
reasons are brought forward against their unauthenticity, the 
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secondary position of these collected Epistles can only be 
owing to their having been first brought forward as deutero-
Pauline, after the collection of genuine Pauline Epistles had 
been concluded. As they professed to be Pauline Epistles 
they would in that case have been united with the original 
genuine Epistles of the Apostles, but the way and manner in 
which they are connected with them betrays their later origin, 
and it is just as natural that they should be separated from the 
others, being later Epistles although held as Pauline, as it is 
natural that the Pastoral Epistles opposed to the Marcionite 
teaching, should be entirely excluded from that Canon. In this 
way this Canon has become allied to the name of a man who 
made an epoch in the history of Pauline Christianity, which to 
him seemed the only pure, real Christianity, and in this respect 
is of the greater importance, as there is generally ascribed to 
the heretic a critical datum, which is not without importance 
in the interests of modern criticism on the Pauline Epistles.* 

* A s the importance of the reasons which are added against the origin and 
character of the lesser Epistles cannot, according to all probability, be diminished 
by further unrestrained critical inquiry, but, on the contrary, rather strengthened, 
it is really the simplest and most natural way of proceeding to divide the Epistles 
standing in the Canon under the name of the Apostle, into authentic and unauthentic, 
Pauline and pseudo-Pauline, and to arrange the later ones according to their 
probable chronological order. 

17 * 
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T H E GENUINE EPISTLES OP THE APOSTLE. 

CHAPTER I . 

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 

ACCORDING to general opinion, the Galatian churches (at 
(KtcXriortai rrig rdXartag, Gal. i. 2) were founded by Paul him
self. The passages i. 8, iv. 13 ,19 , in which the Apostle speaks 
of his preaching the Gospel among the Galatians, would seem 
to leave little doubt on this point, but the Acts of the Apostles 
gives us no certain information about the time and occasion 
when it took plaoe. It is true that the founding of these 
churches, according to the aocount in the Acts of the Apostles, 
can only be placed during the time of the second journey of 
the Apostle (xvL 6,&c.) as he went at that time into Galatia, 
and on the third journey when he again went into Galatia, 
ho only " strengthened" the disciples who were already in 
existence there, Acts xviii. 23 . Yet it is remarkable that 
the author of the Acts of the Apostles, xvL 6, without saying 
anything of the founding of a Christian church, represents 
the Apostle as travelling through Phrygia and Galatia, and, as 
we must see, represents ako this journey as being so hurried 
that we can hardly suppose that his residence in those coun
tries was a lengthy one. And to this conclusion we are neces
sarily led by the Acts of the Apostles. With regard to the 
members of this church, the general opinion is that they 
consisted partly of Jewish and partly of Gentile Christians. 
That there were Jewish Christians among them is all the more 
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probable as many Jews lived in Asia Minor generally, and 
therefore also in Galatia (compare 1 Peter i. 1 . ); and we may 
also suppose that the Apostle would not have spoken of the Law 
and of the Old Testament as he does in Galatians iii. 2 , 13, iv, 
3, 31, if there had not been Jews among the readers of his 
Epistle, This last observation however does not carry much 
weight, as a knowledge of the Old Testament is supposed to 
have been possessed also by those Gentiles who were inclined 
either to Judaism or Christianity. It may therefore remain 
doubtful whether there were any Jewish Christians in the 
Galatian Church, and although this is not in itself entirely 
improbable, yet it cannot be taken as certain, for the Epistle 
itself in many places (compare iv. 8, v. 2, vi. 12) undeniably 
bears witness that the Apostle was speaking to Gentile 
Christians. 

What the Apostle designed in writing this Epistle to the Gala
tian Church is seen very decidedly in the Epistle itself. The Gala
tian Christians were very near falling away from the Gospel as it 
had been preached to them by the Apostle, i. 6, iii. 1 ,3 , iv. 9, & c , 
21, v. 2, & c , 7. This was the result of the influence of strange 
teachers, who had entered into these churches after the Apostle, 
and made the Galatian Christians go astray in Christianity 
through the fear that they could not be saved by a doctrine 
like that of the Apostle Paul. These teachers represented to 
them that before all things they must submit to circumcision, 
v. 2, 11. Here we first meet with those Judaising opponents 
with whom the Apostle had to maintain so severe a struggle in 
the churches which he founded, and they indeed here com
pletely show that rugged Judaistic stamp which marks them 
as opponents of the Pauline Christianity. Their opposition 
to the apostolic work of the Apostle Paul did not indeed go 
so far as to deny to the Gentiles participation in the Messianic 
salvation; in this respect they allowed the limits of Judaism 
to be broken through, but they were on this account all the 
more zealously desirous to hold fast the principle that even in 
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this wider sphere, salvation could only be obtained in the form 
of Judaism. To Judaism there must always belong an absolute 
right over the Gentiles. It was therefore simply impossible 
that a man should be saved by Christianity unless he acknow
ledged Judaism, and submitted to everything which Judaism 
prescribed as tho necessary conditions of salvation. Whilst 
they placed this principle in the highest place of all, they set 
before them the especial task of repairing the injury which the 
Apostle Paul had done in preaching his Gospel of freedom 
from the law, by using all energy m enforcing the necessity of 
observance of the law, that the Gentiles might not be so much 
converted to Christianity as to Judaism. Where, according to 
their views, the Apostle Paul stood forth as an innovator and as 
revolutionary, they were desirous of interposing with their 
conservative principles to repair the evil, and to make the 
new ideas and doctrines, in which the salvation of mankind was 
comprised, depend entirely on the positive foundation of 
Judaism. It lies in the very nature of the case that they 
should exhibit themselves as the opponents of the Apostle 
Paul, and that wherever they come in contact with him, they 
should manifest the most decided and obstinate opposition to 
him; but this opposition does not justify us in seeing in them 
nothing but heretics, impostors, and corrupters,—nothing but 
persons who from bad motives made it their business to inter
fere with the beneficent work of the Apostle, hindering and 
disturbing it. Of course the Apostle Paul himself thus repre
sents them, but we must not forget that party is here opposed to 
party, and each side takes up the affair in question and judges 
of it from its own particular standpoint. W e have no reason 
for assuming that these opponents of the Apostle were not 
thoroughly in earnest in the views and principles which they 
defended, or that they did not act up to them in perfect good 
faith as far as we can see; and indeed the whole impression 
which they make on us is that of men so entirely rooted in the 
opinions and principles for which they contended, that they 
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could not separate themselves from them or raise themselves 
above them. In one word, they were Jews or Jewish Christians 
of the genuine old stamp, who could so little find a place in the 
more liberal atmosphere of Pauline Christianity that they 
thought the very ground of their existence would be cut from 
under them, if Judaism was no longer to have its absolute power 
and importance. But it is by no means here sought to deny that 
they permitted themselves to employ the most unjust accusations 
and most malicious calumnies against the Apostle Paul, since 
these are never wanting in every strife of parties, but we must 
not displace the point of view of the whole matter in question; 
and therefore it behoves us to place to the credit of the Apostle's 
opponents, the narrowing influence of their Jewish standpoint, 
which naturally increased their inability to raise themselves 
from their low state of religious consciousness to a higher and 
a freer one. 

These considerations tend to establish the point of view 
from which this Epistle of the Apostle is as a whole to be 
considered. It places us in the midst of the great excitement 
of the critical struggle which had begun between Judaism 
and Christianity, in the decision of the momentous question 
whether there should be a Christianity free from Judaism and 
essentially different from it, or whether Christianity should only 
exist as a form of Judaism, that is to say, as nothing else than a 
modified and extended Judaism. But as everything which 
Christianity possessed or was likely to attain in respect to its 
essential distinction from Judaism had been first brought to an 
historical reality by the Apostle Paul, and still entirely depended 
on his personal influence, the peculiar theme of the Epistle is 
the vindication of Pauline Christianity, which at the same time 
must necessarily be also the personal vindication of the Apostle. 
In this conflict with Judaism and its champions he assigned to 
himself the task of explaining more clearly the grounds of his 
apostolic standpoint, which he only could do from his own 
immediate Apostolic consciousness. Therefore, the first thing 
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with which ho begins is a reference to the directness of his 
apostolic calling, or his peculiar standpoint, showing that ho 
had not arrived at this standpoint by means of any human 
influence, but entirely through the direct action of his own 
self-consciousness, by which he became aware of his inward 
divine call, i. 6—16. This independence of the principle on 
which his apostolic call rested he maintained in opposition to 
the elder Apostles—first, negatively, inasmuch as he became 
an Apostle of Christ in a manner perfectly independent of 
them, and what he was as an Apostle he already was in the 
fullest sense before he came into any outward communication 
whatever with them, i. 17, 1 8 ; and secondly, positively, inas
much as in this communication with them he not only sur
rendered nothing of this principle in order to hold his own 
against them, but was enabled to win for it the most unequi
vocal and triumphant recognition. This took place at three 
different times, which stand in regular order in their relation 
to each other, a gradation by which he makes good his own 
claim in a convincing, practical and authentic manner. For 
in the first place, at the time of his journey to Jerusalem, no 
one could in any way lay claim to his peculiar standpoint, 
i. 18, 1 9 ; in the second place, when matters came to an open 
quarrel, he severed himself so completely from the elder 
Apostles, that they were obliged to recognise the equal claim 
of his apostolic mission, ii. 1, 1 0 ; and in the third place, when 
Peter in Antioch disputed the principles which had before 
been acknowledged, the error was so manifestly on his side 
that he was forced to consider himself as thoroughly in the 
wrong, ii. 11, &c. The personal vindication here passes over 
naturally to the dogmatic, to the root of the main subject, that 
the principle of justification, which alone secures salvation to 
man, lies only in faith in Christ and not in the works of the 
law. This proposition is brought forward in the first place, 
iii. 1, 5, as the direct result of the Christian consciousness; 
secondly, as a fact proved to be true from the Old Testament, 
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inasmuch as the real contents of the Old Testament are the 
promises given to Abraham, in which the law was but 
accidentally included, iii. 6, 18. Thereupon follows wider 
discussion on the nature of the law, in which the inferior rela
tion of the law to the promise is further insisted on, together 
with the merely relative importance which the law possesses in 
its position between the promise and faith in a mediating sense, 
although this is in no way an unimportant one. The explanation 
of the Apostle is still further continued, and treats of the differ
ence between the preparation and the fulfilment, between the 
carnal and spiritual minds—the servitude of the " heir as long 
as he is a child," and his freedom when he becomes of age. Chris
tianity is the absolute religion, the religion of the spirit and 
of freedom, with regard to which Judaism must be looked at 
from an inferior standpoint, from which it must be classed with 
Heathenism, as aaOsvri Kal irrioxa OTQI\UCL TOV KOVJIOV. The 
reason for this, is first objectively given in the inner nature of 
Christianity in its comparison with the nature of Judaism, then 
subjectively, in the life of spirit and freedom experienced by 
Christians themselves, iv. 1 ,11 (what next follows, iv. 12, 30, is 
an expression of the Apostle's sorrow and pain at the falling 
away of the Galatians).—Secondly, the reason is deduced from 
the Old Testament, through an allegorical interpretation of the 
two sons of Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael, who hold to each 
other the relation of bondage and freedom. The hortatory and 
practical part of the Epistle contains, first, an exhortation to per
severance in the freedom of the spirit, by means of real faith, 
and a warning against a relapse into Judaism, v. 1—12; 
secondly, a challenge to that moral activity by which true 
freedom and the spiritual life is proved, and a warning against 
the misuse of freedom. This moral activity is considered 
generally, v. 13—15, and in particular with reference to the 
circumstances of the Galatians, v. 26, vi. 10. Finally, in vi. 
11—18, we have the conclusion of the Epistle, consisting of a 
brief emphatic summary of what had been saidbefore> together 
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with a blessing. The Epistle may accordingly be divided into 
three chief parts, one personal and apologetic, one dogmatic, 

' and one practical. All three are intimately connected with each 
other. The dogmatic part of the Epistle consists partly of the 
evidence of the apostolic authority of the Apostle, and partly 
it naturally passes over to the practical side, inasmuch as the 
VO/LCOC is one of the chief ideas of the dogmatic part. It was 
necessary to show that freedom from the law does not by any 
means necessitate the abolition of moral obligation. 

The composition of this Epistle is placed by many at a very 
early, and by others at a much later date. The general opinion 
is that it was written soon after the Apostle's second journey, 
Acts xviii. 2 , 3 , and Ruckert, Credner, and others have sought 
to establish this opinion more decidedly by combinations of a 
very subjective kind. If to this Epistle be assigned a decided 
place in the series of Pauline Epistles chronologically arranged, 
its relation to the two Epistles to the Corinthians and to the 
Epistle to the Romans comes under consideration. In this 
respect we have in it a highly important statement with refer
ence to the opponents with whom the Apostle had to contend 
among the Galatians as well as among the Corinthians. There 
can scarcely be any doubt with regard to these Judaising 
opponents, that from the way in which the Apostle opposed 
them, the conflict was now for the first time being carried on. 
W e see that this is the first time this subject has been handled; 
the Apostle perceives that he is absolutely obliged to give an 
account of how he was summoned to his apostolic office, and he 
speaks of it in such a manner as he could not have done, if he 
had ever before come in contact with these opponents in the 
same way. He puts himself thoroughly in opposition to them; 
as thoroughly as can only be done when for the first time the full 
importance of a principle dawns upon a man, and when the 
maintenance of this principle against a vexatious opposition 
constitutes the task of his whole life. This same idea of a per
fectly new party contest, in which an individual aim is set forth 
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is shown also in the opposition of the opponents. Circumcision 
is treated of as the most necessary recognition of the value of 
the Mosaic law. It is certainly remarkable that in the Epistles 
to the Corinthians there is no longer any mention of this sub
ject. Although indisputably the same Judaising opponents 
are in question, the party feeling which in the Epistle to the 
Galatians we see in its most direct, and so to speak in its 
rudest form, is in these Epistles modified, and the contest is 
removed to another arena. On fell these accounts the Epistle 
to the Galatians can only have the first place assigned to it, in 
comparison with the three other Epistles, and this place it also 
holds in the Marcionite Canon. In the same way as the mention 
of the opponents with whom the Apostle had to contend, places 
it in a near relation with the two Epistles to the Corinthians, 
so its dogmatic contents bring it into close connection with the 
Epistle to the Romans. But here also the relation is a perfectly 
analogous one. What in the Epistle to the Romans is the 
complete, and in every sense thoroughly developed Pauline 
doctrine, we see drawn in outline, and yet quite distinctly in 
the Epistle to the Galatians. W e may therefore, beginning with 
this Epistle, pursue the development of the idea of the Pauline 
doctrine through various critical stages throughout the four 
chief Epistles of the Apostle. It has already been shown in our 
former inquiry, of which the chief foundation was the Epistle 
to the Galatians, what weight as an historical document this 
Epistle possesses. It enables us to arrive at a more correct idea 
of the original and true position of the Apostle Paul towards tho 
other Apostles ; and at the same time it shows the process of 
development by which the essential principle of Christianity first 
attained a decided place in its struggle with Judaism. 



CHAPTER I I . 

THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

These two Epistles stand in chronological order between tho 
Epistles to the Galatians on the one hand, and the Epistle to 
the Romans on the other, and they form the centre of the im
portant sphere of action in which the Apostle moved as the 
founder of Gentile Christian churches. That which is presented 
in its simplest elements in the Epistle to the Galatians, and 
which in the Epistle to the Romans passes over to the abstract 
sphere of dogmatic antithesis, widens out in the Epistles to the 
Corinthians into the full reality of concrete life, with all the com
plicated relations which must have existed in a Christian church 
of the earliest period. The Corinthian Church was the peculiar 
creation of the Apostle, it had been, as he himself says (1 Cor. 
iv. 15), a child begotten by him and nourished in all love; but 
such a child also as needed his fatherly correction and in
structing care in every way. With no other church did he 
stand in so close and confidential a relation, to none did he 
address so many and such important Epistles, in none had he 
undergone so many experiences of different kinds, above all in 
none had he such a difficult and important problem to solve. 
All this was in consequence of the Corinthian Church being 
the first Christian one which existed in the classic ground of 
ancient Greece. How could the Greek spirit disown its original 
nature, when it underwent its new birth into Christianity? 
There is nothing more natural than that Christianity should at 
first break out into phenomena of a peculiar kind, among a 
people like the Greeks, whose spiritual activity and versatility, 
whose political party spirit had a new theatre opened before 
them, in the newly acquired sphere of action, and this especially 
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in a city like Corinth, where Greek culture and Greek sensua
lity stood in such close connection. But hence also arose a 
fact which was of peculiar importance in the personal relation 
of the Apostle to the Corinthian Church, and which gave him 
such manifold opportunities of placing before us the underlying, 
purely human phase of his many-sided individuality, and this 
fact was that the same Judaising opponents, with whom we 
are already acquainted, introduced a new and deeply penetra
ting element into the life of this Greek Christian Church, yet 
in the first stage of its development. But it must have been 
evident to their opponents themselves, if they had any tact at 
all, that they must take quite a different attitude in this 
thoroughly Greek Church, than in the one in Asia Minor, and 
that it was incumbent on them to appear in a more polished, 
more refined, and less strictly Jewish form, especially as they 
must meanwhile have given up much in their religious con
sciousness to which they had at first jealously adhered. Their 
opposition to the Pauline Christianity no longer proceeded from 
the purely Jewish standpoint, which laid the greatest stress on 
circumcision alone, it now took peculiarly Christian ground, and 
above all other subjects concerned itself with the true Christian 
idea of the apostolic authority, but in proportion as it was in
tense and thorough, it was all the more personally dangerous 
to the Apostle himself. 

In the first Epistle the Apostle treats of a series of circum
stances which at that early period had a special interest for a 
church still in its infancy. The chief matter with which he 
concerned himself was^the party spirit which existed in the 
Corinthian Church through the influence of the Judaising 
opponents. It had split into several parties, which were called 
by names denoting their several opinions, i. 1 2 . The names 
Paul, Apollos, Cephas and Christ betoken as it seems so many 
different parties. Very naturally the party of Paul is first 
placed before us. The Corinthians had not deserted the 
Apostle, they had only divided themselves into parties, and 
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those members of the Church who had remained most faithful 
to the Apostle, as we see from the contents of both the Epistles, 
still continued to form an overwhelming majority. When 
different parties were formed in Corinth it cannot be wondered 
at that one of these should be called by the name of Apollos. 
Apollos was, according to the Apostle, undoubtedly his fellow-
worker in the cause of the Gospel at Corinth, and if, as is 
related of him, Acts of the Apostles xviii. 24, he had attained 
such eminence through Alexandrine education and literary 
acquirements, it may easily be understood how there might 
be many persons in Corinth, who owing to the peculiarly Greek 
spirit of his discourses became so prepossessed in his favour 
that they gave him a certain precedence over the Apostle Paul. 
But why did not the favourable reception which other like-
minded teachers met with from a portion of the Church, appear 
to the Apostle as indicating such a dangerous party spirit, and 
one so earnestly to be opposed ? Some other circumstances 
must have occurred therefore before the expressed predilection 
for Apollos could have been considered by the Apostle as a 
token of a doubtful tendency in the Church. W e must seek 
for the peculiar cause of division and schism in the names of 
the two other parties. With the name of Peter, an opposition 
to Paul is naturally connected. As far as we know, Peter him
self was never at Corinth, but under the authority of his name 
a Jewish Christian element had, without doubt, been introduced 
into a Church consisting almost entirely of Gentile Christians. 
In this sense only can the Apostle mean to affix the name of 
Cephas or Peter to one of these parties. W e should have 
expected that the Apostle would have taken as the subject of 
his objection, the principles propagated by the Judaising oppo
nents, but the contents of his Epistle do not carry out this 
expectation. The Jewish doctrines of the absolute value of the 
Mosaic law, and the necessity of its observance for salvation, 
are no where combated as they are in the Epistles to the 
Galatians and the Romans, and there is no mention made of 



C H A P . I I . ] THE EPISTLES TO TEE CORINTHIANS. 271 

the law, and all that depends upon it. It is vain throughout 

the whole of both the Epistles to the Corinthians, to look for 

any trace which may help to bring us into a closer knowledge 

of the real existence of these parties, only the last chapter of 

the second Epistle leaves us in no doubt whatever that this 

opposition had by no means ceased. A t the conclusion of the 

Epistle (xi. 22), the Apostle so openly unveils the Judaism of 

his opponents, and describes them as false with such sharp 

words, with all the authority of a born Jew who had become 

a teacher of Christianity, that we are easily enabled to under

stand the reason of his polemic against them; but we are no 

nearer to the desired explanation of their principles. The 

Judaism of his opponents appears here in a new form, and we 

may ask whether by means of these party relations we cannot 

see deeper into the fourth of these parties described by the 

Apostle—the so-called party of Christ. Here we come also to 

a most difficult question, which we must endeavour as far as 

possible to answer if we wish to arrive at a clear understanding 

of the circumstances of the Corinthian Church, and the position 

of the Apostle in it. 

Who were these oi TOV Xpiarov ?* Amongst the interpreters 

and critics who in modern times have directed their attention 

to this question, Storr and Eichhorn have advanced theories 

which exhibit a natural opposition to each other, inasmuch as 

whilst the one adheres too closely to something special, the 

other on the contrary loses himself in generalities, but both 

have a common ground of agreement in neither relying on a 

decided point of support in the contents of the Epistle, nor in 

even giving a clear idea of the subject. According to Storrf 

* I first investigated these questions in a treatise in the Tubinger Zeitschr. fur 
Theologie, 1831, pt. 4, p. 6: Die Christus-partei in der korinthischen Gemeinde, der 
Gegensatz des petrinischen und paulinischen Christenthums, der Apostel Petrus in 
Rom. 

f Notitiee histories? epistolarum Pauli ad Corinthios, interpretation! servicntes. 
Tub. 1758, p. 14. Opuse. acad. Vol. ii. p. 246. The same opinion supported by 
Flatt. Vorlesungen tiber die beiden Briefe Pauli an die Cor. by Bertholdt, Hist. 
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ol TOV XpiaTov Were those members of the Corinthian Church 

who had made the Apostle James the chief of their party as 

being the a$t\<pbc Kvplov, in order that through this material 

relationship of the head of their sect to Jesus, they might 

claim for it a precedence which would exalt it over the Petrine 

party. The Apostle indeed might have had good reasons for 

hinting at this carnal idea of relationship to Christ, 2 Cor. v. 13, 

in the expression Xpiarbv Kara aapKa yivwfrictiv; but if Storr 

cannot bring forward anything else in support of his theory 

than that the Apostle 1 Cor. ix. 5, speaks of the " brethren of 

the Lord," and xv. 7, speaks of James especially with Peter, 

of what value is such an hypothesis ? According to Eichhorn,* 

ol TOV XpiaTov may have been the neutrals who stood apart from 

the strife of parties; they did not depend on Paul, nor Apollos, 

nor Peter ; but only on Christ. In order to give some sort of 

colouring to the idea of these neutrals, Pott endeavours to esta

blish Eichhorn's theory, by a comparison of the passage 1 Cor. 

iii. 22, where Paul, after enumerating the schisms in the Corin

thian Church which he had before denounced, brings forward 

as the main point of his argument the words wavTa vfAwv IGTIV, 

ATTI riavXoc, «re 'ATTOAAWC* Kij^ae, wavTa v/xwv Icrriv, ifiziQ 

Si Xpi<TTov9 and does this in such a manner that we must look 

upon the views and doctrines of the XpiaTov ovrtg as those ap

proved of by the Apostle himself. These same oi TOV XpiaTov 

are meant in i. 12, whilst in iii. 22 the Apostle asserts that the 

Corinthians themselves rou Xpiorov tlvai, and he wishes to point 

out to the followers of the sects, the doctrines of the true 

Teacher, to which oi Xpiarov already had given their adherence. 

The sources from which they derived their Christian doctrine 

were equally the teachings of Paul, Apollos, and Peter; but in 

order to avoid any appearance of sectarianism they did not dis-

Krit. Einl., p. 339, by Hag. Einleitung in die Schriften des N. T . 3rd Ed., p. 360; 
and by Heiclenreich, Comment, in 1 Corinthians, Vol. i., 1825# p. 31. 

* Einleitung in das N. T . Vol. iii. p. 107. 
t Epist. Pauli ad Cor. Par tic. 1. 1826. Prolog, p. 31. 
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tinguish themselves by the name of the teacher who first in

structed them in the principles TOV iivai Xpi<rrov9 but simply 

called themselves TOV Xpiorov. In both the passages quoted 

above, there a Xpitrrov tlvat is indeed spoken of, but, as a 

more correct comparison will easily show us, in a very different 

sense. In the passage, i. 12, the words ly£> Si Xpiorov are merely 

the indications of a sect, just as the three sentences immediately 

preceding them point out as many other sects. These words can

not however be taken as referring to the adherents of a so-called 

Party of Christ, were the Apostle to be understood as wishing 

to indicate it, as alone possessing a divine unity bestowed by 

Christ, in opposition to those sects and the other sectarian 

divisions and distinctions lying outside them. Therefore if ol 

XpicfTov were the neutrals, the neutrals them3elves were nothing 

else than a sect, as Neander also supposes them to have been. 

" They may indeed have maintained that they were Christians 

in a false sense; very probably the conceit of the Corinthians 

caused some to come forward, in these disputes as to whether the 

teachings of Paul or Peter or Apollos were the only true and 

perfect ones, who thought and asserted that they were better 

acquainted with Christianity than Paul, Peter or Apollos—some 

who out of verbal or written tradition, interpreted to suit their 

own foregone theories and opinions, made a Christ and a Chris

tianity for themselves, and who now in their arrogant zeal for 

freedom wished to make themselves independent of the au

thority of the selected and enlightened witnesses of the Gospel, 

professing to have as perfect a system of doctrine as they 

had, and who in their presumption called themselves disciples 

of Christ as a distinction from all others." This view again 

can only be received as a modification of that of Eichhorn. 

What, after all this, are we to think of the peculiar characteristics 

of this so-called Party of Christ ? If they wished to set up a 

Christ and a Christianity of their own in opposition to the chiefs 

of the other sects, to whose authority the adherents of those 

sects submitted, their relation to Christ must have been brought 

18 
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about in some way similar to that which had been the case with 

the other sects, and we cannot see if they claimed to have a 

more perfect doctrine than others and to know Christianity 

better than Paul, Apollos and Peter, how they could have made 

good their claim to this precedence with any better success 

than any other of the sects. Therefore either oi Xpiarov were 

no sect to be classed with the other sects mentioned with them, 

or they indeed formed a sect, but a sect of which we must at 

the same time perceive we have at this day no data by which 

to form a clear conception of its tendencies and peculiarities. 

In order to arrive at a clearer understanding as to the pro

bability of the last mentioned point, it seems to me that the 

theory which J. E. Chr. Schmidt has given, in a treatise on 

1 Cor. i. 12, is not without importance; namely, that there 

were really but two parties, one that of Paul and Apollos, and 

the other, as Schmidt expresses it, that of Peter and of Christ. 

Taking into consideration the acknowledged relation in which 

Paul and Peter, one as the Apostle to the Gentiles, the other to 

the Jews, really stood towards each other, or at least the rela

tion in which they were thought to stand towards each other 

by the chief parties of the oldest Christian Church, there can 

be no doubt that the chief difference lay between the two sects 

which called themselves after Paul and Cephas. It follows 

that the two other parties, that of Apollos and that of Christ, 

differed lens from each other, than from the former, of Paul and 

Apollos, and the relation also of the parties of Paul and Apollos 

must be viewed in the same light. W e see from many passages 

that Paul placed Apollos completely on his own side and con

sidered him as an authorized fellow-worker with himself in the 

preaching of the Gospel, and we find nothing in the contents of 

either of these Epistles of the Apostle, which would lead us to 

suppose that there was any important difference between them. 

Still I will not deny, what is generally believed, that the 

Apostle, in the passage in which he speaks of the distinction 

between the aotpia Koapov and the cro<pia Otov, had the party of 
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Apollos especially in view, but on the other hand it must be 

granted, that the mental tendency here pointed out must have 

been more or less the ruling one in the Corinthian Church as a 

whole. The Apostle represents it as still fettered in this aro<pia 

TOV KocffjLov} and the yet deeper and more thorough sense of the 

real Christian life in the inward man, he represents as a feeling 

which in the present state of their spiritual life, the Corinthians 

had yet to attain. Although therefore the predominance of this 

mental tendency, especially in so far as it consisted in an over

estimate of the outward forms of teaching, as opposed to its 

quality and the nature of the doctrine itself, divided the party of 

Apollos from that of Paul, and although the adherents of these 

parties set the teachers who were at their head, in a relation to 

each other which the teachers themselves in no way recognized, 

the difference cannot have been so essentially and dogmatically 

fixed that the two parties of the adherents of Peter, could 

not be reckoned as one sect; and if we look at the matter from 

this side, we can very well imagine that the relation between 

the party of Cephas and that of Christ may have been a similar 

one. Even if both sects must be considered as one and the same 

in the chief point, this does not at all affect the relation which 

must have subsisted between the parties of Paul and Apollos. 

The Apostle, 1 Cor. i. 12, may also have intended to multiply the 

names, in order to depict the overbearing party-spirit in the 

Corinthian Church, which expressed itself in the multiplication 

of sectarian names, which indeed indicated different colours 

and shades of party opinion, although not exactly different parties. 

Let us, therefore, first investigate the question wherein the chief 

opposition consisted between the parties of Peter and Paul. 

In the above named treatise, Schmidt finds the chief 

cause of the difference between the two parties in the pre

sumption, which led the Jewish Christians to consider 

themselves true Christians, and which would scarcely allow them 

to reckon the Gentile Christians as real Christians. Among the 

first Christians there was a party which arrogated Christ to 
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itself in a special manner—this was the Jewish Christian 
party. Christ, the Messiah, came in the first place for the sake 
of the Jews, to whom alone he had been promised; the Gentiles 
might thank the Jews that Christ had come into the world. 
Among such proud men as these Jewish Christians, would not 
the presumption arise that Christ, the Messiah, belonged to them 
alone ? Exactly in this manner the presumption did arise, as we 
see from 2 Cor. x. 7. They called themselves rove rov Xpiarov 
—disciples of Christ—disciples of the Messiah,—or, changing 
slightly the name, xpioriavovg. If these Christians were Jewish 
Christians no doubt can arise that they formed one party with 
the sect of Peter. But if we agree with this, something else 
must have lain at the root of such a presumption on the part 
of the Jewish Christians, because it is quite incredible that they 
as Jewish Christians with such a presumption, which excluded 
the Gentile Christians from a participation in the Messianic 
salvation, should have gained an entrance into a Church con
sisting for the greater part of Gentile Christians. Therefore, 
however rightly Schmidt may see the ground of this opposition 
between the parties of Peter and of Paul, in the claim that 
the Petrine party made to be ol TOV XpiaTov, we may still 
enquire how this may be more exactly and certainly determined 
than has hitherto been done. 

In order to answer this question, we shall certainly not be 
proceeding on an arbitrary assumption, in supposing that the 
chief accusation which the opposite party brought to bear 
against Paul, would have been recognised in some way in these 
Epistles of the Apostle. But the vindication of the apostolic 
authority constitutes a chief portion of the contents of these 
Epistles—this authority not being willingly yielded in its 
full sense to the Apostle Paul by his opponents. They would 
not recognize him as a real and genuine Apostle, on the 
ground of his not being in the same sense as Peter and the 
rest of the Apostles, rov Xpio-rov, and not like these having 
been in the same direct connection with Jesus during his life 
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on earth ? Peter himself had no share in the party which went 
by his name in Corinth, as it must be concluded, from what 
we have already seen, that Peter was never in Corinth at all; 
but it may well be supposed that the false Apostles who went 
about calling themselves by the name of Peter, eventually ex
tended their travels to Corinth. 

In the second Epistle, in which especially Paul speaks openly 
against these opponents, and directly contends with them, he 
calls them plainly, xi. 13, xfsevScnrooToXoL, \pevSaSe\^oi} Ipyarai 
SoXiot, fitra(rxwaTlZ°lJL*VOi awoaroXovg Xpiorov. They also 
wished to be the true a7ro<rroAoi X/otoroiJ, or to be in the closest 
connection with them, and in this sense to be XpioTov ovreg. 
The special zeal of the Jewish Christians for the Mosaic law, 
may also in this last respect be essentially the actuating 
motive, but since in a Church of Gentile Christians, such as was 
the Corinthian, they could not expect a favourable reception, 
if they had immediately brought forward their principles, they 
fell back on the special ground of their Judaistic opposition, 
they attacked the apostolic authority of the Apostle, and en
deavoured in this way to work against him. According to this 
supposition, the relation of the party of Peter to that of Christ 
seems very simple and natural. Just as those of Paul and of 
Apollos did not esentially differ; so these two were not differ
ent parties, but only one and the same party under two different 
names, so that each name only denoted the claim which that 
party made for itself. They called themselves rove Kq^a, 
because Peter held the primacy among the Jewish Apostles, 
but roue Xjoiorrov, because they relied on the direct connection 
with Christ as the chief token of genuine apostolic authority; 
and on this very account would not recognize Paul, who had 
been called to be an Apostle in a perfectly unusual and peculiar 
manner, as a genuine Apostle, enjoying the same privileges as 
the others, and thought they ought to place him at least far 
down in the ranks of Apostles. 

On this account also their designation, evidently intentionally 
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chosen, was rov Xpicrrov not TOW 'Iijerov or TOV Kvplov, The 
idea of the Messiah must be brought forward as the complete 
actuating organ of the Messianic happiness and blessing of the 
higher life, whose principle is Christ, in order to indicate all that 
those who belonged to this name had received from the most 
direct tradition, from an outward and actually experienced con
nection with the person of Jesus as the Messiah. 

W e must now endeavour as much as possible to establish 
the view here brought forward, by extracts from some prin
cipal passages of the two Epistles. Perhaps indeed the first 
apologetic section, in which the Apostle gives a vindica
tion of his apostolic authority and work, (chap. i. 4) , contains 
some indications that he may have had in his mind those 
adherents of the party of Peter who claimed to be considered 
as TOVQ TOV HLpio-Tov. When the Apostle, ii. 26, maintains 
with all his energy, r)pug Si vovv XOIO-TOV i\opev (so far as 
the divine irvzvpa is the principle of his Christian conscious
ness)—when, iv. 1, he desires his readers to remember that 
they have to look on him as vwYiplrrig XpiaTov—when, iv. 10, 
he asserts that he as the least of the Apostles is willing to 
consider himself as a pwpbg Sid Xpiorov, in so far as on good 
grounds they hold themselves as <f>povipoi ivXpicrry; when, 
verse 15, he reminds them that although they might have 
pvoiovg iraiSayuyyovg t\tiv \v Xpiory, they could not have 
7roXXouc iraripag; in all passages such as these it is tolerably 
clear that he referred to the sects which he had just before men
tioned ; those parties who in the Apostle's opinion wished to 
make themselves known in an obnoxious manner, and in a per
fectly 'peculiar sense as ol rov Xpitrrov ovreg, and these special 
references lie behind the general apologetic tendency of all this 
section of the Epistle. In any case, an important passage of 
this section is to be found ix. 1, &c. The Apostle with a sudden 
transition here speaks in his own person, while still very 
closely connecting the portion of his Epistle, beginning ix. 1, 
with the contents of the chapter immediately preceding, and 
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he skilfully avails himself of the opportunity thus offered for 

an apologetic discourse. In the foregoing eighth chapter then, 

the Apostle had discussed the cause of the question which had 

been laid before him, about the use of meat offered to idols at 

the participation in the Gentile sacrificial feasts, and had given 

his opinion that cases might arise when it would be necessary 

to give up, out of consideration for others, what according to 

a man's own views he would be perfectly justified in maintaining. 

He puts this idea in such a manner as to give himself an op

portunity of considering many things alleged to his disadvan

tage by his opponents in a light which with regard to his apos

tolic call can only appear as a voluntary renunciation. A s an 

Apostle he had also certain rights of which he as well as the 

other Apostles might avail himself of; but that he had never 

done so because a higher consideration had bidden him make 

no use of them, OVK el/A iXevOepog; OVK tl/ii cnroaroXog; ou^i 

'\i\aovv X/oi(7rov TOV KVQIOV ijjU'Sv IwpaKa ; am I not free ? am I 

not an Apostle ? and truly an Apostle as well as any other 

Apostle ? have I not seen the Lord Jesus Christ ? Wherefore 

the appeal to the IwpaKtvai ylr)<rovv Xpirrrbv, TOV Kvpiov 

as a vindication of the airoaToXog ttvai, if his opponents did 

not deny him the real apostolic character, because he had not 

seen the Lord as they, or rather the Apostle at the head of 

their party had done, and had not lived in direct communion 

with him ? This also must be the genuine token of the Xpiorov 

uvai. But that these opponents of the Apostle belonged also 

to one class with the adherents of the party of Peter is clear 

from the following words, verse 5, fifi OVK i x 0 ^ *%ovalav 

aScX^iyv yvvaiKa irepiayuv, wg Kal oi Xonrot a7ro<rroXoi Kal oi 

oSeX^oi TOV Kvpiov, KOX KriQag. The Xpiorou tlvai held good 

in all these cases in the sense already discussed; it held good 

for the Apostles in general who had enjoyed communion with 

Jesus, it availed in a narrower sense for the uScX^ol Kvplov, 

inasmuch as they stood in a still nearer connection to the 

Lord as his relatives ; and it held good in the narrowest sense 

file://'/i/aovv
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for Peter, inasmuch as Jesus himself had assigned him a certain 
precedence over the other Apostles, and he represented the 
whole relation between Jesus and the others in the most com
plete manner in his own person. But Paul thought that he 
himself, in the full consciousness of his apostolic dignity, and 
the rights and claims connected with it, ought not to take a 
secondary place, even to Peter. In token that he possessed 
the same rights as the other Apostles, and especially the right 
to live at the expense of the churches to whom ho preached 
the Gospel, the Apostle appeals first, to what holds good in 
law and custom in common life, (verses 7, 8.) ; secondly, to a 
precept of the Mosaic Law, which indeed primarily referred to 
animals needed for the use of man, but which might equally be 
applied to the greatest things as to the least, (9-12); and thirdly, 
to the customs prevailing in the Mosaic sacrificial worship, (13.) 
But however well grounded his claim to be an Apostle might 
be on these accounts, still he had never made any use of them, 
because such a practice did not seem to him to be consistent 
with the plan of the Gospel, and would place himself in a 
mercenary light. Accordingly, living constantly in the con
sciousness of the chief aim to which he had devoted himself, he 
subjugated his whole personality to the interests of others and 
the regard to be paid to them, and his carnal nature he held in 
such subjection that it was forced to yield to the power of his 
spirit, (15-17). This whole section contains indeed a most 
ample refutation of the supposition that the opponents of the 
Apostle had ascribed the humility and unselfishness with which 
he preached the Gospel in the churches, to the self-evident 
consciousness of the Apostle, which did not allow him to dare 
to place himself in a situation to assume the same rights as 
the other Apostles. On account of this demeanour indicating 
only weakness and want of self-confidence, they thought they 
themselves had the less cause to be obliged to keep back the 
selfish and self-seeking wXeove^ia (2 Cor. xii. 14.) of which the 
Apostle elsewhere accuses them. But the more these charges 
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were connected with the chief attack on his apostolic dignity 
the more it must have seemed to the Apostle to be for 
his interest to vindicate himself from them, and to place his 
behaviour in its true light. As here the Apostle's apology 
refers in its main point to the iwpaKtvai 'IIJO-OVI/ Xpiorov, rov 
Kvpiov r)p£>v; without explaining more clearly the peculiar nature 
of this iwpaictvai he expresses his desire of holding fast in 
general to all that placed him on a level with the other Apostles. 
And he says also that as in any case a peculiar material revelation 
of the Lord could be predicated of himself, he accordingly (xv. 8.) 
declares in the same connection, that the Lord had appeared to 
him also as to the other Apostles. JuRt as the important 
exposition of the doctrine of the resurrection which follows 
seems to demand an equally authentic attestation of the chief 
points on which it relies, namely, that Jesus rose from the 
dead, and was really seen as so risen, so the theory cannot be 
excluded, that with regard to the chief points in which his 
opponents wished to involve the question of his apos
tolic authority, the Apostle evidently made use of the 
opportunity which here naturally offered itself, of placing 
himself in the same position with the disciples who were 
associated with Jesus during his life, and of vindicating his 
apostolic call by the criterion of a direct material appearance of 
the Lord. 

The polemical references which the Apostle so freely uses in 
both Epistles are as openly and directly prominent in the second 
as in the first; still it is at the end of the Epistle that the Apostle 
confronts his opponents boldly without seeking any further 
compromise, and regards them steadfastly and keenly. 

In the earlier part of the Epistle it is especially the passage 
v. 1-16, which contains a fresh interest full of meaning by its re
ference to his opponents. The Apostle assures the Corinthians 
at the outset in different terms of the love which should arouse 
their confidence, and seeks to convince them of the purity 
of his views and endeavours. In answer to the reproaches 
of his opponents he sets forth the results which had attended 
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his teachings through the strength given him by God, by 

means of the ctaKOvia rrjg Kaivr)g S m ^ i o / C - The greater the 

superiority of the Kaivr) Smfl/jici?, the greater also is the supe

riority of the SiaKovla. But in striking contrast to this the 

Apostle, iv. 7 , continues " are the sufferings df all kinds with 

which I as a weak fallible man have to struggle—sufferings 

which threaten every moment to overwhelm my strength—still 

I am preserved through them all by the might which conquers 

death through life, by which Jesus was raised from the dead. 

Therefore I do not allow my sufferings to hinder me in the 

duties of my office." Sufferings only serve to educate the in

ward man, the true real man, for future glory; this idea makes 

the Apostle in chapter v., speak of the moment at which the 

earthly body in whose bonds we now groan, will be changed 

into a glorified heavenly body, v. 1 - 4 . This confident expec

tation of a condition essentially belonging to our Christian 

consciousness, in which when we are absent from the body we 

are present with the Lord, or at least are in the most intimate 

connection with him, now requires in all our acts and efforts 

the most conscientious reference to Christ, by whom the judg

ment exactly corresponding to our moral conduct will be pro

nounced ( 5 — 1 4 . ) "This consciousness accompanies me in 

my apostolic labours, and you yourselves must bear me this 

witness; you ought to be comforted by that which in this 

respect testifies to my utmost consciousness, and holds good 

against my opponents, and maintains my honour against them, 

namely, that throughout I have not consulted my own person, 

my own interests. I labour in the spirit of the love by 

which Christ so offered himself up for us that we can only live 

in him ; and all our former ties and relationships have ceased 

to exercise any decided influence on us, wherefore we see our

selves placed in a perfectly new sphere of consciousness and 

life. The principal actuating cause by which we are raised to 

this completely new order of things, is the reconciliation which 

God has effected through the death of Christ between himself 

and man. Whilst this reconciliation is precisely the peculiar 
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burden of my apostolic preaching, the object of my labour; 

it is really only Christ in whose name I work—only God, whose 

voice is allowed to be heard through me. What then is there 

about my person which can justify my opponents in accusing 

me of a vain self-praise and of self-seeking views ?" In this con

nexion the expression used by the Apostle, Xptarbv Kara aapKa 

yivwaicuv, is especially worthy of remark. The Xpiarbg Kara 

a a pica can only be the Christ or Messiah of Judaism, and ac

cordingly the Apostle says in a sense which is as grammatically 

natural as satisfactory: " if it were the case that formerly I knew 

no other Messiah than the Messiah of Judaism—such an one 

as all the peculiar prejudices and material inclinations of my 

nation presented to me; and if I were not prepared to raise 

myself to the new stage of spiritual life on which I now stand 

—where I live in Christ who died for me, as for all, yet now I 

do not any longer acknowledge this conception of the Messiah 

as the true one. I have freed myself from all prejudices, from 

all the material ideas and expectations which had naturally 

taken hold of me from my nationality—which had devolved 

upon me as a born Jew." If this is the sense of the passage, 

it can scarcely be thought otherwise than that the Apostle in 

the expression XpiaTov Kara, aapica yivwaKUv wished to glance 

at his opponents who prided themselves especially as being 

roifQ TOV XpiaTov ovTag. Was it not exactly a Kara a a pica 

XpiaTov yivwvKuv, on which they took their ground when from 

the standpoint of Judaism and the conception of the Jewish 

Messiah they thought themselves obliged to deny to the 

Apostle the genuine apostolic character, and this because he 

had not been in that direct outward material communion with 

Jesus during his life on earth, of which those Apostles could 

boast who were originally called to the apostolic office by 

Jesus himself. The peculiar circumstance from which the 

ttvai iv XpiaTU) must have been derived the Apostle says, on the 

contrary, was not so much the earthly and national appearance 

of Jesus, in which however the aaps in the above sense still 
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had its share, but rather the death of Jesus, in so far as the 

old life died with his death, and the new life which was to be 

awakened in us took its beginning. That which essentially 

distinguishes the national Jewish Messiah from the Christ of 

the true Christian consciousness, is the sufferings and death of 

Christ—the great significance of the death on the cross which 

the Apostle represents as above all the culminating point of the 

Christian doctrine, and which he not without reason brings for

ward with all his energy against his opponents in these two 

Epistles. Therefore if the earthly life of Jesus as the Messiah 

and the visible communion with him during his life on earth be 

taken to a certain extent as something existing for itself, and 

his whole appearance on earth be not rather looked at by 

the light of his death on the cross, thus stripping it of the 

earthly, this is still a Xpiorbv Kara aapica yivwoicziv, we still fall 

back on that which is directly presented to us, conditioned 

by its natural relations, to which we must first die : but, on 

the contrary, if we look at his death as the great turning 

point, in which the Katvr) icrimg is brought to light,—in 

which the old things vanish away and all things become new 

—then everything falls to the ground, which seemed to give 

the opponents, or rather the Apostles, on whose authority the 

opponents relied, their peculiar lofty precedence, owing to their 

direct communion with Jesus during his earthly life; but which 

really had its foundation in relations in which the Apostles, as 

born Jews, were involved. Therefore also he, the Apostle called 

so late, is enabled to place himself in the same rank with the 

witnesses of the resurrection of the Lord. He also has recog

nized in Jesus the One who, as the One who had died and was 

raised again to life, caused the full meaning of the Christian 

consciousness and life to appear to us, and established in us the 

true Xpiorov tlvai. 

Another passage, x. 7, is very nearly allied to those we have 

above examined. In chap. x. the Apostle enters on the con

sideration of the reproach made against him by his opponents 
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that he was wanting in personal energy. He declares that he 
will show, on the contrary, that he knows how to act with all 
energy and earnestness, with the greatest confidence as to 
results whenever a matter of importance is involved. A t the 
same time he refutes the reproach made against him, that in 
him the genuine token is wanting of a Xpiorov wv. Unless we 
look arbitrarily on the outward appearance only, in what is the 
Xpiorov tlvai better than the iZovaia ug olicoSoprjv—the strength 
and energy with which a man labours at the furtherance of the 
cause of Christianity? He does not say rd Kara irpoawirov 
j3Xe7T£T£, so much of the opponents themselves as of certain 
members of the Corinthian Church who had already given heed 
to them, and were in danger of allowing themselves to be still 
further led astray. " If in respect to my person you maintain 
what I must be KCLTO. irpoawtrov—this is a proof that you chiefly 
look at the outward appearance, and judge according to the 
outward appearance only," (irpoGU'nov, as v. 12). These words 
are generally considered as referring to the so-called party of 
Christ, and Storr and Flatt understand them according to their 
view, with regard to their external relations to each other. A s 
the Apostle is speaking of the Xpiarov ilvai, the reference is to 
those who* considered themselves in a special manner as rove 
rov Xpiorov—certainly very naturally—only I can find nothing 
at all in this passage, which would justify the conclusion 
that ol rov XpiaTov were a party at all! The Apostle is rather 
concerned with his opponents, inasmuch as in contradistinction 
to him they boasted of a closer outward communion with Jesus 
or with the immediate disciples of Jesus—and especially with 
Peter the first of the Apostles—and in this wished to place the 
real criterion of the Xpiarov ttvai. 

But that these X / M O T O V ovrtg belonged to one and the same 
class as the party of Peter, and the whole Judaising party of 
opposition, is clearly shown by the connection with what follows, 
where the Apostle speaks of the vnepXlav InroaToXoi. What 
he advances against his opponents in reference to the Xpiarov 
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ttvai, 7 , appears to me to have been this: " If anyone main
tains so confidently of himself that he is a genuine disciple of 
Christ, and stands in real relations with him, according to 
his subjective opinion, because he believes that he once did so 
perceive the matter, (this secondary idea lies as much in the 
word kavrtp as in irpoawirov, which contains in itself the idea 
of the subjective dependence on personal motives), .he considers 
also the outward connection with Christ as the peculiar token 
of the true union with Christ, then such a man must on the 
other hand concede to me the right of deciding on the true 
union with Christ and this according to another token which I 
hold to be true. In this view I can, in any case, assert of my
self, with the same right as do my opponents on their part, that 
Xpiarov elvat. What tokens of Xpiarov elvai the Apostle means 
to indicate in reference to himself is seen by what follows. 
"Thisright, that of considering myself as Xpiarov ovra, from 
my own standpoint can so little be denied me, that in fact it 
ought rather to be acknowledged even if I were to advance 
still further pretensions. Even were I to claim a still greater 
authority than I really do, my claims would still be. true and 
well-founded; I should have no fear of being brought to shame 
because I employ my privilege of working as an Ajfostle, only 
elg oiKoSoprjv, and not elg KaOatpeaiv vpu)v9 because I only en
deavour to work in furtherance of the true welfare of the 
Church. With such good right do I believe that I am justified 
in maintaining that I am Xpiarov" What the Apostle wishes to 
make available as a peculiar token of the Xpurrov elvai in opposi
tion to the Kara Trpoawirov fiXiireiv, is the aim of the OIKOSO prj, 
the genuine Christian, beneficent, edifying form of his apostolic 
activity, as he further says in verse 13 : "Of course I am very 
far from placing myself in the same class with those who ascribe 
to themselves, with conceited selfishness, an arbitrary self-made 
measure of praise, and seek to enhance their own glory at the 
cost of the advantage of others. My glory lies in those things 
which I have been actually enabled to effect in my apostolic 
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calling, within the bounds which God has appointed to my circle 
of action, in favour of the cause of Christianity; insomuch as I was 
the first who brought Christianity to Corinth, and hope to have 
so planted it there, that its operations may open for me a yet 
wider circle of action. So little is it necessary for me to seek 
my glory in a foreign sphere, and so little can anything else 
than real worth be of any value in the cause of Christianity 
The contrast of which the Apostle here speaks, allows us with 
reason to suppose that the opponents not only worked against 
his authority, but also called in question his merit of being the 
special founder of the Corinthian Church. They indeed came 
to Corinth after the Apostle, but as they did not acknowledge 
Paul as a true Apostle, as Xpiarov ovra, they assumed to them
selves the glory properly belonging to him, at least in so 
far as they pretended to have been the first to plant true 
Christianity. 

With chapter x. 7, begins the section in which the Apostle 
turns completely against his opponents, and exhibits himself 
clearly in the freest outpouring of feeling with regard to his 
whole relation with them. The tone in which he expresses 
himself against them becomes, in chap, xi., stronger and more 
vivid—there is a cutting irony mingled with his words, and the 
picture which he holds up to us of his opponents stands forth 
in more decided and ever more repulsive features. € € Y e hear 
indeed," he says, xi. 1. to his readers, "patiently enough the 
sayings of the fools (my opponents who would exalt themselves 
with vain presumption), ye should give me a moment's hearing 
when I as a fool speak to you in the same language. (For my 
vindication and my praise can only appear as folly from the 
high standpoint from which my opponents look down upon 
me). I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy (I am seized 
as by a holy jealousy) when I think that the love, to which 
I as the founder of the Christian Church in Corinth have the 
justest right, may be handed over to others who have only 
opposed all my aims. I have espoused you to one husband, to 
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present yon as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, as the 

serpent beguiled Eve through deceit, that your thoughts also 

may be turned away from the unfettered truth, against Christ. 

Indeed if one were to come who would preach another Christ 

whom I have not preached, or if ye were to receive another spirit 

from the One ye have received, or another gospel than the one ye 

have accepted (i.e. were it possible that there might be another 

Christianity, which must be taken as the real and true one now 

first preached to you by such another teacher, if I then had 

either not imparted the truth to you, or had done so only very 

incompletely and improperly) then indeed " ye* might well bear 

with him.") (It is this then which brings the Apostle into the 

most decided antagonism with his opponents—the question 

between the two parties consisted of nothing less than that of 

a true or a false Christianity. The opponents of the Apostle 

truly preached another Jesus and another Christianity, whilst 

they accused the Apostle of not preaching the true ones.) 

" But even this* is a perfectly unlikely supposition. That Chris

tianity which I have preached to you is the only true one, and 

deserves all belief. For I suppose that I stand in nothing 

behind the ' very chiefest Apostles.'" The iirepXiav awoaroXoi 

may have been the opponents of the Apostlo themselves, those 

who are afterwards called i/zci/oWotxroAot. But as these ipevSa-

TTOVTOXOI, who in Corinth relied especially on the authority of 

the Apostle Peter, came to Corinth from Palestine—and without 

doubt stood in some connexion with the Jewish Apostles of 

Palestine—the vinpXlav aTroaro^oi may well have been the 

Apostles themselves whose disciples and delegates the \pev$air6<r-

TOXOI claimed to be. The expression virepXiav air6<rro\oi may 

therefore signify the over-estimation which was sought to be 

ascribed to the authority of the Apostles in prejudice to that of 

Paul. This is also indicated by the expression ol SOKOVVTEQ 

<TTV\OI ttvai used Gal. ii. 9, in reference to James, Peter, and 

John, which is only a way of saying why they were considered 

as forming a certain party desirous of commanding public 
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opinion. "However great," says the Apostle accordingly, 
" may be the success of the pretensions advanced by the other 
Apostles in my disfavour, nothing can assail the truth of the 
Christianity which I teach." In what follows, the Apostle de
clares that he thinks he has every right to claim recognition 
for his apostolic calling, inasmuch as by his whole behaviour 
towards the Corinthian Church he had publicly afforded an in
sight into the essence of the Christian doctrines as well as 
borne testimony by his whole life to the purity of his zeal for 
the cause of Christianity. " For," he declares firstly, " I have 
in the most disinterested manner never once made any claim 
upon you for my support, while my opponents in whom 
you trust (ol rotovrot \ptv$cnr6<TTo\oi ipyarat 8oX'«ot, ptTaaxi)-
part^opevoi tig a-iroaToXovg xpio-rov, as he calls these false 
teachers ^rho gave themselves out by name as the Apostles 
of Christ, verse 1 3 ) , only endeavour with every art of guile 
and deceit to make some gain out of you, and use you as 
the instruments of their interested designs.—Verses 7 - 2 0 . " 
Secondly, he says, " My whole life has been a series of hard
ships, sacrifices, and dangers, which I have undertaken for the 
cause of Christianity," 2 0 - 2 3 . This passage alone sets it 
beyond doubt that these opponents were born Jews, of genuine 
Israelite descent. They therefore must have undoubtedly 
belonged to th« party of Peter, and upheld the authority of the 
Apostle Peter. The Apostle, continuing in a tone of irony, 
allows the opprobrious insinuation afypoavvr) of his opponents, 
in order that under this mask he may place himself on the same 
footing with his presumptuous, vain, self-asserting opponents, 
and in order to be enabled in his own vindication to speak in a 
manner which indeed appears to be only foolish, vain self-
praise, but which would be rather preferred by the Corinthians, 
accustomed as they were to the speeches of his overbearing 
opponents (compare 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 ) . He then asks the question 
(22) , 'Efipcuoi tlai; Kq'yib* 'Io-paijXtrcu tlcri; tcqyio' (jirippa 'Aj3/oaa/u 
tSen; K$yd). He also says, if there is any idea of such a 

19 
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Kav\(i(rdai Kara rrjv trapica (18) of a KavyaaOai depending only 
on natural accidental advantages, it can apply to me equally 
with my opponents. But they do not only claim to be genuine 
Israelites, but also as such, SIAKOVOI X / O C O T O I / . If it appears to 
them merely folly on my part that I venture to claim equality 
with them with respect to the above-mentioned advantages, 
they will in all probability consider it as complete madness 
(irapatypovuv here plainly means much more than the expres
sion before used aQpoavvii), when they find that I shall even 
have to claim the advantage over them, inasmuch as I can 
appeal to something more real than to these advantages of 
theirs, as the actual proof of my apostolic ministry. These 
same persons who have so high an opinion of themselves as 
born Jews, also maintain that they are the true Siaicovoi 
Xpi<jTov. In the following chapters, also, thg Apostle 
carries on the vindication of his apostolic authority, and 
indeed adds a third reason in proof of the right he has to 
make known his Apostolic office to the two he has already 
mentioned in chap. xi. This third reason consists in the 
extraordinary revelations which had fallen to his lot, especially 
an extacy into which he had been thrown during the first 
period of his apostolic career. Still he did not appeal to these 
revelations as a cause of boasting. Rather he bore about in 
his body a certain suffering which ever kept alive in him the 
feeling of his human weakness as a corrective of any exalted 
opinion of himself, and which caused him to put his whole 
trust in divine help. Above all, he had only been induced to 
say all that he had done in his own praise, because the 
Corinthians had said nothing in his vindication against his 
opponents, which they should properly have said. How far 
he was from being behind the other Apostles they themselves 
had the best right of judging, as he had borne witness among 
them in every way of his genuine apostolic manner of action 
and ministry; and nothing had been wanting in their Church 
of all that had fallen to the share of any other Church in Chris-
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tendom. There cannot be any reasonable doubt that the men
tion of the birTaaiat and airotcaXvif/ug to which the Apostle here 
appeals, has a very close connection with his apologetic aim and 
the character of his opponents with which he occupies him
self. If, as Judaising teachers of Christianity, they took their 
stand on the views which must have been those peculiarly of 
the parties of Peter or of Christ, namely, the material relation 
to Jesus and intercourse with him, which had been shared by 
Peter and by disciples who had been called by Christ and 
educated by him for their office; if they appealed to these 
things as the true criterion of the Xpiarrov uvai and the 
apostolic call, then the Apostle Paul, when he referred to the 
last and highest point of his appeal in favour of his apostolic 
office, could only set an inward spiritual experience against the 
outward material experiences of the rest of the Apostles. This 
inward experience then consisted in those extraordinary 
phenomena which, as the inward proofs and revelations of the 
Divine, as matters of fact present to his direct consciousness, 
had awakened in him belief in Christ—that eiopaKtvai 'bioovv 
XpioTov TOV Kvpiov fifxtov, to which he had already appealed 
(1 Cor. ix. 1), and which at the same time belonged to one 
class with the bTrramai and diroKaXixpug Kvpiov which he here 
speaks of, even if it is- altogether probable that the extacy 
described in verse 2, & c , is precisely the same with the 
phenomenon related in the Acts of the Apostles (chap, ix.), and 
which brought about the conversion of the Apostle. Such 
dTTTaalai icai airoicaXvxpug might appear to the opponents of the 
Apostle as imaginary visions which could make no claim to 
objective truth, in comparison with the outward matter of fact 
relations in which the other Apostles had lived with Jesus, and 
according to the principles which Peter (Acts of the Apostles 
i. 21) had laid down on the occasion of the election of the 
Apostle Matthias. But for the Apostle himself the phenomena 
which had been interwoven with his inner life we're nothing 
less than firm incontestable facts; and just as he had volun-

19 * 
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tarily evaded speaking of them in order to avoid any appear

ance of vain self-exaltation, so in this place where it behoves 

him to be silent on nothing which might serve in the vindica

tion and establishment of his apostolic authority, he cannot omit 

appealing to them. But the more that he cannot conceal from 

himself, that this testimony to his apostolic call belongs 

to the sphere of his own immediate consciousness, the more 

solicitously in the whole contents of these two Epistles does he 

seek to make good those active proofs to which the character 

of objective reality could be least denied—namely, the great 

trials through which he had borne testimony to his apostolic 

ministry and the great success with which he had been attended 

in his efforts to further the cause of Christianity. Compare 

1 Cor. iii. 8 - 1 5 ; ix. 1 5 , &c.; xv. 1 0 (frepuraoTZpov avrwv 

iravrwv tKOTriaaa) 2 Cor. x. 1 2 , & c 

The passage (2 Cor. iii. 1, &c.) gives, in a manner well 

worthy of attention, an explanation of the entire matter in dis

pute between the Apostle and his opponents, when it treats of 

a question of principle which from the beginning essentially 

divided the Apostle from the elder Apostles. Its subject 

matter is of ImtTToXoLi avaraTiviai, of letters of " commendation " 

which certain persons (riveg as the rivig aVo 'Iaica>j3ov—Gal. 

ii. 1 2 , opponents of the Apostle) had brought with them to 

Corinth. It can only have been sought to testify by these 

letters that the bearers were to be considered as real credible 

preachers of the Christian doctrine certificated by recognized 

authority. Under what other names then, can these letters 

have been brought forward, except those of the elder Apostles, 

and in what else can the cause of the facts that such commen

datory and certificated letters were thought necessary, consist, 

except in the opposition of parties which were so widely 

severed from each other that any one who wished to appear as 

a teacher was obliged, in order not to be taken for a false 

teacher, to give open proof to which party he adhered, and to 

whose principles and teachings he gave credence. The more 
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important the authority on which such messenger^ relied, 

and the more universally acknowledged it was, the more 

undoubtedly could they reckon on their reception and 

influence, and from what other place could they bring with 

them so satisfactory a legitimation as from Jerusalem.* The 

ImaroXaX (TvaraTiKai, indicates besides that there is a higher 

authority standing in the back-ground, behind the opponents 

with whom he is contending, and which the Apostle perceived 

as being antagonistic to his own—he therefore in these Epistles 

takes occasion to explain fully the principle of his apostolic 

authority. This he does in chapter iii. If no one were admitted 

to be a real, authenticated teacher of Christianity except he 

were recommended from Jerusalem and brought with him a 

" letter of commendation," this could only be because no ^others 

were to be recognized as Apostles except the elder ones. This 

the Apostle could not concede, and yet with regard to his 

apostolic office and apostolic authority he only appealed to that 

ivSoKYjaev 6 Oebg airoKaXvipai TOV vlbv avrov iv ifio\, Gal. i. 15, 

and consequently to a mere fact of his own consciousness. And 

starting from these imoroXai avoraTiKaX he maintains, in order 

to produce some objective fact, that he also like his opponents 

has an Epistle of commendation, but indeed a very different 

one! His letters of commendation are the Corinthians them

selves, and written indeed in his own heart. What they are as 

Christians, concerns him so nearly, that it becomes an essential 

* That such a legitimation belonged to the principles of the Judaizers, and was 
customary among them, is clear from passages from the pseudo-Clementine writings, 
which serve also as an explanation of the LirioToXai ovarariKai. In the 4th Bock 
of the Recognitions, C. 34, the Apostle Peter says the devil sends abroad into the 
world, false Prophets, and false Apostles, and false Teachers who indeed speak in 
the name of Christ, but do the will of the devil; he exhorts them therefore to use 
caution, "et nulli doctorum credatis nisi qui Jacobi fratris Domini ex Hierusalem, 
detulerit testimonium vel ejus quicunque post ipsum fuerit. Nisi enim quis illuc 
ascendent, et ibi fuerit probatus quod sit doctor idoneus et fidelis ad praedicandum 
Christi verbum, nisi inquam inde detulerit testimonium, reccpendus non est sed 
nequc propheta, nequc apostolus in hoc tempore speretur a vobis aliquis alius 
prater nos." Compare Homily, II. 35. 
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part of his own self-consciousness. And because it shall not 

only be said what they are to him, but also what they are objec

tively with regard to his acceptation by others—he adds that 

these letters written in his inmost heart are also lying open 

before the eyes of the world, manifest to every man, laid before 

the general consciousness of the world, composed under the 

commission of Christ, written not with ink but with the Spirit 

of the living God, not in tables of stone, but on the fleshly 

tables of the heart; i.e. the legitimation of his apostolic 

authority, is the fact of the success of his preaching of the 

Gospel, the fact that through him the Corinthians had been 

constituted into a Christian Church. He who founds Christian 

Churches may with justice be considered a^ an Apostle of 

Christ, because there can be no question but that Christ is 

working in and through him. It is the result of the operation 

of the cause, of the principle, which must be pre-supposed 

before the idea of a decided operation can be formed, in the same 

manner as in 1 Cor. ix. 2 , the Apostle says to the Corinthians 

in arguing against those who were not willing to allow his 

claim to be an Apostle: tl aXXoig OVK a/zi airooToAoc, aAAa yt 

vfiXv tlfii, r) yap aQpayig rtjg iprjg airo<TToX^g vptlg core iv KVplq, 

i) ipr) inroXoyia roig ipl dvaKpivovaiv aurij tart. In the same 

way in Gal. ii. 7, he grounds his tiayyiXiov rr)g iucpofivo-Tiag on 

the fact that the same things which led Peter to tig a7rooToXr)v 

Tt\g irtpiTopr)g, operated powerfully in himself to bring forward 

tig ra tdvri—i.e. so that the operation of this ivepyitv is the 

existence of the Gentile Christian Church. But the greater 

and more evident the success of his ministry, the more certain 

it is that he only derived its express apostolic authentication 

from God and Christ, whose servant he is—and he derives it 

from Christ as the founder of a new StadfjKYi whose principle is 

the irvtvpa. The more perfectly this principle is realized in 

him, the more able he is to bring forward a result corres

ponding to this principle. The question therefore can only be 

as to what it comprises and how he can prove its possession. 
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The whole stage of the development on which the religious 

consciousness of the Old Testament relies is the subject in op

position to which the Apostle develops the idea of the Trvevpa 

as the Christian principle, iii. 11-18. He fixes as the essential 

difference between the two <$iadr)Kai, in their two chief ideas 

ypd/dfia and wvtvpa, the awoKTuvuv on one side, and the Zwoir-

oiiiv on the other, and accordingly makes this objective differ

ence appear in its subjective character from the point of view 

of the question how the religious consciousness, which lies at the 

foundation of the Old Testament narrative of the shining light 

on the face of Moses, stands in relation to each of the two 

SiaOriKai. This shining light is a symbol of the character of the 

old SiaOi'iKT], as well with regard to its advantages as to its de

fects. Its advantages consisted in having a shining light in 

which the majesty of God reflected itself in such a manner, 

and from which it might be concluded that if the old had such 

a glory, the new would have one still more radiant and supreme. 

But the defects of the old SiaOr'iKti consisted in the transitory 

nature of that shining light in the face of Moses; and even 

still more in the fact that the Israelites on account of the veil 

which covered the face of Moses in order to shade their eyes 

from the shining light, did not perceive its actual extinction, 

and therefore believed that it still continued after it had 

already bocome extinct. This veil, the symbol of Mosaism, 

still continues to lie on the consciousness of the Jews, this is 

the barrier in their religious consciousness which prevents their 

realizing the finite nature of the old SiaOr)icri. In contrast to 

this concealment and narrowness which belongs to the 

character of Judaism is the irvvupa as the Christian principle, 

unfolding the complete knowledge of the truth, exalted above 

all merely outward considerations, into the oneness with 

Christ, into the identical, absolute, self-certainty of Christian 

consciousness. If where the Spirit is, the Lord is also, then 

the Lord himself is the Spirit, iii. 16—so also he who has the 

Spirit in the senso meant by the Apostle is in the SiaKovla 
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TOV irvtvfiarog iii. 8—and is also a Siaicovog Xpiarov (xi. 
23.) The opponents with whom the Apostle was engaged at 
Corinth, considered themselves as SI&KOVOI Xpiarov. A s they 
were not Apostles themselves, but were forced to support 
themselves on some apostolic authority, they must have con
sidered those to whose authority they appealed as especially 
uwoaroXovg Xpiarov, but only in the same sense in which they 
themselves claimed to be Staicovoc Xpiarot. They were not 
Apostles, but if, as the Apostle says, they were fitraa\r\iiariZ6iitvoi 
tig InroaroXovg Xpiarov, then by airoaToXoi Xpiarov we must 
understand that they called the Apostles on whose authority they 
relied and whose representatives they desired to be, Apostles 
of Christ in the same emphatic sense in which they themselves 
wished to be Siaicovoi Xpiarov, and the Apostle himself, x. 7. 
speaks of the Xpiarov eivai. In what else could the distinguish
ing criterion of their Xpiarov tlvai consist, as distinguishing 
them from the Apostle Paul, except that the elder Apostles 
on account of the direct companionship in which they stood 
with Jesus during his earthly life might claim to be the only 
authenticated preachers and ministers of the Messianic salva
tion ? And on what other standpoint could the Apostle himself 
rest in maintaining the apostolic authority than the very one 
which we see him assume in these two Epistles, obliged as he 
was to set the inward and spiritual in opposition to that which 
his opponents made so much of in a material sense, and to 
recognize the principle of true companionship and the genuine 
apostolic ministry only in the Spirit which is the Lord himself? 
Therefore it is self-evident how he could not justify himself to 
his nearest opponents in Corinth without referring to the 
Apostles whose representatives they claimed to be. That he 
was in no whit behind them, that he could claim for himself 
the same rights as they did, and bore in himself the same 
apostolic consciousness, is the view from which he proceeds to 
the highest point of his conflict with them, xi. 5 ; and to which 
he adheres throughout his whole discourse, as is shown by the 
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repetition of this chief idea, xii. 1 1 . Whilst far removed from 
approaching them in regard to the acknowledgment of their 
apostolic dignity, yet he cannot put up with its exclusive 
assertion on the part of his oponents. That he did not wish 
to dispute with them as to what they were in themselves, but 
only as to what they assumed to be in their own too high 
estimation, he gives us to understand by the strikingly 
selected expression ol virtpXlav airocroXoi. The Apostles were 
placed in opposition to him, as if he were nothing in com
parison with them (oiScv elfii he says, xii. 1 1 . in a true sense 
for him, but still in allusion to this) and as if he were of no 
value as an Apostle of Christ. If in maintaining his apos
tolic authority, he had only said that he was in no respect 
behind such opponents as he characterizes in chap. xi. as 
those ^euoWooroAoi, Ipyarai SoXeot fiBTaa\r}fxariZ6fX(voi tie 
aVooroAove Xptorou, what a mean opinion he must have 
entertained of himself and of his apostolic dignity? He 
could only have intended to measure himself with the 
veritable Apostles themselves, and or\fiua TOV CLTTOCTOXOV of 
which he speaks, xii. 1 2 , can be understood as on no other 
comparison. 

If, according to the meaning of the chief passage which we 
have already granted, all the matters in dispute between the 
Apostle and his opponents must be referred to the idea of the 
Xpiarov tlvai, as far as this can be taken as the chief criterion 
of the apostolic authority (although in a very different sense), 
it was very probable that those who especially wished to be 
considered as ol TOV Xpiarov, assumed also to be that Xpiarov 
tlvai against whom the Apostle Paul was obliged to set up and 
hold fast with all possible determination his principle of apos
tolic authority. 

W e may then assume that the question respecting the party 
of Christ is here answered in as nearly correct a manner 
as is possible from the available data, but against the view 
here taken certain objections were raised, as soon as it was 
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brought forward, and these objections must here be shortly 
considered.* 

It is granted that what is predicated of ol rov Xpiorov is 
corroborated by many antithetical references in both Epistles, 
and may even appear as the only correct solution of the diffi
culty ; but it is thought that by this theory the difficulty is 
not overcome, that the party of Christ is distinguished only 
by name from the party of Peter, whilst the relation of the 
parties stands in direct contradiction to the foregoing party 
names; or which is the same thing, that the identity of the 
party of Peter with that of Christ is nowhere indicated. If 
this is not indicated, we fail to find in 1 Cor. x. 7, any dispute 
with the party of Christ, but only the statement which the 
Apostle brings against his opponents of Peter's party, namely, 
that he was of Christ as well as they. Could we indeed find 
a passage in which it was said clearly and decidedly that the 
party of Peter was one and the same with that of Christ, the 
matter would be very easily decided. But as such a one is not 
to be found, we are led to a process of combination by which 
on comparing together what seem to be data having a certain 
connection, and by paying strict attention to the peculiar ten-

* Compare Neander, Gescb. der Pflanznng u. Leittmg der christlichen kirche 
dnrch die Apostol. 1832, 1. Thl. p. 298. Billroth. Commentar. zn den Briefen 
des Paulas an die Korinthier. Leipzig. Einl. p. xix. Buckert, Der erste Brief 
Pauli an die Korinthier. Leipzig, 1836. Schenkel. De Ecclesia Corinth ia primaeva 
factionibus turbata. Disquisitio critico-historia ad antiquissimnm ecclesiae Chris
tians st&tum illustrandum pertinens, Basil. 1838. Goldhorn Die Christospartel 
za Korinth. im Zeitalter der Apostel. im Illgen's Zeitechr. fur hist. Theol. 1810. 
Dahne Die Christnspartei in d. Apost. kirche zu Korinth. Halle, 1841. There 
may also be compared with these what I have on the other hand remarked in the 
Tubinger Zeitechr. fur Theol. 1836, and in den Jahrb. fur wissensch. Kritik. 1839. 
In the commentaries of Olshausen, Meyer, De Wette, Osiander, & c , the views 
of their predecessors are repeated, and combined now in one way, now in 
another, which only tends to convince one more of the necessity of bringing 
to a clear and firm point these strangely confused representations, which are so 
often contradictory, and this can only be done by a general historical view of the 
matter. 
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dencies of the author, we are enabled to arrive at a greater or 
less probable result. In what other light can the passage 
quoted be placed, when seen from this standpoint, if we re
member that it is indisputable that in the passages which refer 
to the personal relations of the Apostle to his opponents, the 
criterion of apostolic authority (to maintain which against his 
opponents is the Apostle's task) is not treated of in a general 
Christian sense, but in an apostolic one. If accordingly we 
approach the reality of the matter, by a process of combina
tion, it is self-evident that the theory here adduced can only 
be considered from the points of view of relative proba
bility, and then we must ask, what other theory than the one 
here adduced can be put forward with as great a claim to pro
bability ? 

According to Neander, the adherents of the party of Christ 
must have been those who kept to Christ only, to the exclusion 
of the Apostle ; those who recognised Christ only as Teacher, 
and who were desirous of receiving what he taught, as truth 
direct from himself without any mediation. This was such an 
arbitrary and subjective tendency, such an assumption of ap
propriation of the revelation vouchsafed by God, and at the same 
time such a breaking loose from the divinely arranged plan of 
development, that it could only result in an arbitrary proceeding 
manifesting itself in the forms in which the Christian doctrines 
themselves were received. It may easily have happened, that 
where one party desired to attach itself especially to Paul, 
another to Apollos, and a third to Peter, another might finally 
start up, which would not be called by any of these party 
names, but which constituted for itself in its own manner a 
different Christianity independent of apostolic preaching. 
The subjective form of thought which thip party assumed may 
have been either more mystical or more rationalistic. Neander 
himself thinks that the rationalistic was the most prevailing 
tone, as according to his account the party of Christ must have 
been a philosophical sect, which made of Christ only a second, 
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perhaps a more exalted Socrates.* This is the principal view 
in opposition to my own, and it is divided from it, inasmuch 
as it endeavours, instead of identifying the parties of Christ 
and of Peter, to find as far as possible a specific difference 
between them. But what led to this idea, and how much it is 
wanting in even probable grounds, is shown by the modification 
which it has received from Eiickert. He maintains that the 
party of Christ was not, as Neander says, composed of persons 
of philosophical culture who had made for themselves their own 
philosophical view of Christ; but he places us in this dilemma, 
that either the party of Christ took its stand as a party among 
the other parties, or set itself up as the only true Church over 
the rest of the sects. The first idea cannot be entertained, 
as Christ could not have been looked upon as a mere teacher 
such as Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, therefore the second must 
be accepted. The party of Christ placed itself at the head 
of the others, would neither be considered as of Paul nor of 
Apollos nor of Cephas, but acknowledged Christ alone as its 
Lord and Master; but it did not do this in the sense in which 
Paul desired once that all men should be xpiarov. In what 
sense then did it do this ? The party of Christ must naturally 
have been a separate party, or it would not have been reckoned 
by the Apostle amongst the rest; further, it must have recog
nized Christ as Lord and Master, or it would not have designated 
itself by his name, but it could not have acknowledged him in 
a fitting manner, or else Paul would not have described it as 
merely a party. But what is all this but a series of purely 
abstract definitions, out of which we can get no concrete idea 

* Neander thus indicates in the first edition, the opinion that the party of Christ 
must have held of him. In the following edition this very striking indication of 
Neander's views is suppressed, on what ground is not stated. But of course this 
parallel shows in the most decided manner that these disciples of Christ who placed 
him on the same footing as Socrates would not have been allowed to continue 
within the pale of Christendom. The name itself oi TOV XptoroD, contradicts the 
theory of Neander. Whilst the name betokened them to be a sect, and bespoke 
real Christianity for this sect in a special sense, this opinion held by it of Christ 
would make of it a completely unchristian sect. 



CHAP. II.] THE EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 301 

of what specially constituted this party. If we cannot even say 
what it was negatively, nor even what made it positively a 
party, we cannot think of it as a party at all. It cannot have 
been a philosophic sect, as Eiickert expressly calls it; but can 
it have been, according to Neander's distinction, a mystical 
one? Schenkel, Goldhorn, and Dahne at least consider the 
adherents of the party of Christ to have been visionaries, in a 
sense which involves a yet further antagonism between their 
theories and my own. Whilst I see the chief importance of 
the Christ to the party of Christ, consists in his bodily con
nection with his disciples through the intercourse of outward 
material life, according to the opinion of these critics he must 
have been a spiritual Christ revealing himself in visions from 
heaven. The disciples of Christ boasted of a special inward 
union with Christ, by means of which they declared themselves 
independent of all the unlimited distinctive authority of the 
Apostles, but this their glory they did not rest on a special 
outward relation with Christ, but only on an inward one, re
vealed from heaven in visions, to which they appealed instead 
of to the apostolic doctrinal traditions. To this Schenkel 
refers what is said by the Apostle, 2 Cor. xii. 1, of his o-nraaiai 
and cnTOKa\v\puQ, as the Apostle in this place only and nowhere 
else (and, as he himself says here, only forced to do so by his 
opponents) speaks of his dwTacnai and diroKaXvxpuQ. His oppo
nents must have been boasting of their special visions and 
revelations of Christ, and because they gloried in such, they 
had thrown off all apostolic authority. This therefore clearly 
shows that the party of Christ had called themselves by the 
name of Christ and not by that of an Apostle, because they 
held all Apostles as of no value. The reason of this must have 
lain in the occurrences at the feast of Pentecost. From the 
thoroughly direct manner in which the Divine Spirit descended 
from heaven upon them, it must have been concluded that 
nothing was to be obtained from apostolic instruction, and this 
conviction must have been strengthened by the sudden con-
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version of the Apostle Paul in consequence of a heavenly vision. 

W o cannot accordingly wonder that since that time there arose 

men who were only willing to rely on the Spiritual Christ. 

But what are we to think of this Spiritual Christ ? With the 

precarious suppositions on which the hypothesis rests, he floats 

before us so completely in the air that in neither Epistle does 

he stand on the firm ground of a real existence. How can we 

assume that the Apostle shared those visions and revelations of 

which he speaks with those very opponents with whom he was 

contending ? W e may indeed see, in this party of Christ, now 

indicated in one way, now in another, those neutrals indepen

dent of all apostolic authority, those adherents of a philo

sophical or Spiritual Christ (a wider modification of one and 

the same idea) and we may also see the specific division between 

the party of Christ and that of Peter which the words of the 

Apostle seem to require. But we cannot get at any clear and 

definite idea of the party in question; neither is it likely, that if 

it was so characteristically different from all others, this differ

ence must have been palpable in the way and manner in which 

the Apostle spoke of these parties. Where then does he speak 

of a party so peculiarly and so essentially different from all 

others ? or how can it be supposed that he indeed did battle 

with all the others, but passed over in complete silence that 

very one which stood in the rudest antagonism not only to 

Pauline but to apostolic Christianity, and which threatened to 

destroy its foundations. If we agree with Neander, that what 

the Apostle in the first chapter of the first Epistle says of the 

disagreements between the Corinthian parties applies equally 

to the party of Christ, we can indeed appeal in confirmation of 

this to the declaration of the Apostle himself, iv. 6, where he 

speaks of a iitTa(r\r\iiaTiZuv in reference to himself and Apollos, 

and this can only be understood as implying that what was 

before said in immediate reference to the parties of Paul and 

Apollos may now be applied also to both the others. But the 

same difficulty presents itself here also. If what is said of one 
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applies also to the others, it must be possible to bring them 
altogether under the same idea. But how can this be possible 
if the party of Christ was so far divided from the three other 
parties in refusing to recognize an apostolic authority ? This 
distinction is not made by the Apostle, and the recognition of 
an apostolic authority is very naturally not treated of generally 
in the chief passages of the two Epistles, but only in those 
special ones in which the Apostle feels himself compelled to 
make good his claim in opposition to that of the other Apostles. 

But if all these modifications of the chief opposition to the 
views taken by me will not suffice to give a clear and distinct 
definition of the party of Christ, and cannot be founded on 
data contained in the two Epistles, we find ourselves again face 
to face with the question, whether it is so impossible, on the 
supposition of the identity of the parties of Christ and of 
Cephas, that the Apostle should have been justified in speaking 
of them as of two separate parties ? This is in truth the only 
argument which can be advanced against my theory, and I can 
see no difficulty in it which does not vanish as soon as we go 
closer into the relations of the parties in the Corinthian Church. 
The chief opposition undoubtedly concerned the Apostle Paul. 
The authority of the Apostle Peter was set up against his. 
But this relation of opposition may have had a double aspect. 
The party called itself after Paul, the other after Peter; there 
was here nothing so far disparaging to or excluding the Apostle 
Paul: party stood opposed to party; each one held to its own 
Apostle as its head; but as soon as we penetrate a little 
further, and wish to arrive at the reason why Peter was fol
lowed and not Paul ? why the preference must be given to one 
rather than to the other ? and when thi§ reason can only be 
found on looking at the matter from the Jewish standpoint on 
which the chief opponents of the Apostle in Corinth stood, and 
found only in the fact that Peter, not Paul, had been a personal 
disciple of Christ, then this state of opposition becomes an 
exclusive one; a principle is established involving as a neces-
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sary consequence that Paul was not to be considered as a true 
Apostle, because the most essential requirements of true apos
tolic authority were wanting in him. In the extreme ranks of 
the opposition against the Apostle stood those persons who 
were designated under the name of the party of Christ, and the 
nature of the matter requires that the party of Christ in this 
sense must be represented as those from whom proceeded this 
opposition against the Apostle Paul, founded on distinct grounds, 
those J udaising false teachers who had come to Corinth with 
their letters of recommendation (2 Cor. ii. 1). For the whole 
party the name was brought forward of the Apostle Peter, to 
be used in direct opposition to the name of the Apostle Paul, 
and concealing the ground of the opposition. This view of the 
relation between the parties of Peter and of Christ is not only 
very easily put in agreement with the passage 1 Cor. i. 12, but 
is even confirmed by it. For as the Apostle here first speaks 
of himself, then of Apollos, then of Cephas, and last of Christ, 
it is clear that here a relation is intended to be understood in 
which Apollos stood nearer to him than Cephas, and the party 
of Christ was still further from him than that of Cephas. 
Therefore, also, the Apostle immediately and characteristically 
grasps the whole question in its most extreme point which is 
here treated of, the name of the party of Christ; beginning his 
reply boldly with the words pepiptarai 6 Xpiarog : is this name 
(Xpioroi;, as a party name) not the most undoubted proof that 
Christ is torn in pieces by your party spirit ? Each party must 
as a Christian party have desired to claim a share in Christ; 
then, if there was a peculiar " party of Christ," how was the 
one Christ divided in whom all things were to be united and 
all differences were to vanish ? This the Apostle says just as 
if the party of Christ were the peculiar seat of the opposition 
against him, and the centre of the prevailing party spirit in 
Corinth. 

If one is thoroughly satisfied on this point I do not in fact 
see what can further be alleged against the view in question. 
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The whole contents of both Epistles stand in the most fitting 
relation to it. Let it be granted that no further reference to 
the name of the party of Christ can be perceived, the matter 
itself on which it alone depends agrees in the most complete 
manner with all that this view implies. Both names indicate 
the same party, so that what is said against the party of Peter, 
holds good with regard to the party of Christ. Indeed if both 
parties had together formed the opposition to the Apostle Paul 
in the Corinthian Church we can fully comprehend and enter 
into the earnest and trenchant polemics against an anti-Pauline 
Judaising Christianity which runs through both Epistles. But 
the name does not so completely vanish from the Epistles that 
this theory does not also receive the necessary confirmation 
from this point also. As Billroth remarks, not without reason, 
" Although among the passages treating of the party of Christ, 
the passage 2 Cor. x. 7 only serves decidedly as a proof of my 
theory, yet this passage renders any doubt superfluous, and 
the want of more passages containing special mention of the 
party of Christ is very simply explained by the name of the 
party itself/' It is true, if once the matter is firmly established, 
that in many passages we cannot mistake the allusions to the 
name of the party of Christ, but such passages cannot be used 
as direct proofs, because the name Xpiarbg has a peculiar 
meaning in every case. But the name of the party of Christ 
appears all the more remarkable in the passage above quoted. 
W e see plainly that in the Xpiarov tlvai there is here a question 
of something which the opponents and false teachers, whom the 
Apostle fought against, employed in order to make good their 
own side against the Apostle (ei rig wliroiOtv tavrdjj Xpiarov, 
itvai, rovro XoyiZlaOw waXiv atf tavrov on tcaOcog avrbg Xpiarov 
ovno Kal fifing Xpiarov). How fitting is the allusion which the 
Apostle, in pursuance of his former plan, here makes to the 
name of those who maintained that they were especially and 
exclusively ol rov Xpiarov. In this name was concentered in 
its most extreme form all the opposition against the Apostle, 

20 
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and in this name also was there founded a reason for all that 

was brought against him, against which, from this standpoint, 

any vindication would seem to be in vain. With great reason 

therefore the Apostle calls this name to his own mind and 

that of his readers, whilst he proposes to himself, partly to 

establish that fact which he considers as the most direct and 

undeniable token of his apostolic authority, and partly to 

stand forth against his enemies without any further considera

tion or evasion, in the most open and decided manner, and to 

represent them in their complete nakedness, as \pev$cnr6oro\oi9 

ipyarai SoXiot, ptTaoyr\paTiZ>6ptvoi tig airooroXovg Xpiorov, This 

polemic of the Apostle contained in the foregoing passages, as 

well against the party of Peter as the party of Christ, attains 

its natural conclusion in the assertion that the opponents were 

what they claimed to be only in appearance, in a false deceitful 

sense, and that they were not true but only false airooroXoi 

Xpiorov. 

But we must now direct our attention to the point how ac

cording to this theory of the relations of the Corinthian parties, 

the whole polemic of the Apostle, and the whole arrangement of 

composition of both these Epistles conditional on it, agree to

gether in the most harmonious unity. Each of the parties 

named in 1 Cor. i. 12, has its just right given it in the polemic 

of the Apostle, each has its appointed place assigned it in the 

list given m this passage, and each has exactly the fitting 

thing said for it in its turn. The first important section of this 

polemic, 1 Cor. i. 12, iv. 21, is first of all directed against the 

party of Paul and that of Apollos, and on this account does not 

even hint at the peculiar antagonism between Pauline and anti-

Pauline Christianity. The Apostle combats both these parties 

as is his usual manner and custom, and especially places him

self throughout this discussion in as wide and general a sphere 

of vision as possible, although this attitude prompted by a deep 

impression of the true spirit of Christianity is so often wanting 

in the fundamental conception of partisanship. That he here 
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also had already in view both the other parties, he himself indi
cates iv. 6, ravra pLiTta\r\fiaTiaa9 &c. This is commonly taken 
as referring to iii. 4, &c. But the Apostle, in iii. 22, speaks of 
Cephas and Apollos with himself, and why could he not have 
mentioned Cephas also in iii. 4, 5 ? I would rather refer this 
fjiETatTxnpaTiZeiv to the whole section, i. 12. All that the 
Apostle says in this section, the relation of the ao<pta TOV diov 
to the ao<pia TOV KOdfiov, testifies in the most natural way to 
the existing difference between the parties of Paul and Apollos. 
Whilst the Apostle ascribes the love of the Corinthians for the 
aotf>ia tcocFfiov, to their sensuality, or that they were aapKiicol and 
not irvtvjiariKo\9 iii. 1, and points out as the source of their 
divisions and party strife, the carnal mind that still dwelt in 
them, and kept them on so low a level of Christian life, in 
whose consciousness they then ought to examine themselves, 
and see how little they were fitted to set themselves up as 
judges of their teachers; all these exhortations naturally applied 
also to the party of Peter. The sectarian spirit showed itself 
also in that party in the same carnal tendency devoted to 
egotistical interests; and the over self appreciation taking 
pleasure in haughty empty speeches with which the Apostle 
reproachfully credits party spirit in general, must apply espe
cially to the party of Peter. But besides it must not be over
looked how the Apostle in 1 Cor. iii. 5, as well as in 2 Cor. xi. 
13, speaks of SICLKOVOI Xpiarov. Without doubt the party of 
Peter arrogated to itself the name Siatcovoi Xpiarov, and with 
regard to this it must not be considered as accidental that the 
Apostle, 1 Cor. iii. 5, had already spoken of the disputes of the 
Corinthian parties about the idea of the SIUKOVOI, the true 
ministers of the Lord. W e may see also from the section 
1 Cor. i. 12, iv. 24, how from the beginning the Apostle 
never lost sight of this opposition, but at first evades it 
with a certain forbearance and reticence, and then gradually 
proceeds from the indirect to the direct combat with his 
opponents. 

20 * 
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This transition he makes 1 Cor. ix. 1, for here his polemic, 
after treating hitherto of the parties of Paul and Apollos, turns 
to that of Cephas. Accordingly he neither avoids indicating 
this party by its name, nor coming forward with the assertion 
that he had the same rights with the rest of the Apostles, with 
the brethren of the Lord and with Cephas, whom he mentions 
by name, ix. 5. 

The indirect polemic passes into the direct, 1 Cor. ix. 1, &c. 
but attains its extreme height only in the second part of the 
second Epistle, x. 13. Still here the Apostle speaks of various 
different matters before finally approaching his opponents: we 
see that it costs him a certain inward struggle to take this last 
but absolutely necessary step. He first says everything else 
that he has to bring against the Corinthians, but still always 
has his eye on his opponents. Then when everything else is 
said and everything is ready, he comes forward against his op
ponents in the way we have already seen—in a discourse in 
which the more the subject is pursued to its climax, the more 
the peculiarities of the party of Christ are treated of and jus
tice done to it, as far as it can be divided from the party of 
Peter, according to the passage already pointed out, 1 Cor. 
i. 12. 

Besides the existence of parties, which is the chief point of 
which the Apostle never loses sight throughout the two Epistles, 
there were in the Corinthian Church many more special cir
cumstances, more or less disturbing to the regulation of the 
Christian life. With respect to these phenomena the Apostle 
explains himself for the most part in a very explicit manner, 
partly on account of the questions which had arisen about them 
in a letter from the Corinthians to him, before his Epistle. The 
chief circumstances of this kind were the following—an un
chaste relation causing great scandal, in which some one in the 
Corinthian Church had lived with his step-mother (chap, v.), 
to which category also belong the other immoralities pre
vailing among the Corinthian Christians, which are repeatedly 
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and earnestly reproved by the Apostle, v. 9, &o. xvi. 12, &c. 

2 Cor. xii. 21 : the custom of bringing law disputes before 

Gentile judges, and even of judging Christians by their law, 

vi. 2 ; the question as to the advantage of married or celibate 

life, chap. vii. as well as that of participation in Gentile sacrifi

cial feasts and the use of meat offered to idols, chap. viii.—the 

liberty which the Corinthian Christians permitted themselves 

of covering the head in the Christian assemblies, chap. xi. 1, 

&c. A n abuse of the solemn institution of the Lord's supper, 

xi. 1 7 ; the difference of opinion as to the value of the so-called 

A a A a i ' yXtljororaig, especially in its relation to the 7rpo<pr)Ttvuv, 

chap. xii. 1 4 ; and finally the question as to the resurrection 

from the dead, which was denied by some of the members of 

the Corinthian Church. All these occurrences, and the ques

tions agitated in consequence of them, give us a very clear 

and vivid picture of the condition of the Corinthian Church; 

yet it would be most interesting, to know more decidedly how 

the various parties were concerned in these various occurrences, 

and what share the Corinthian party spirit had in them. W e 

can however be sure only of this, that the Gentile Christian 

element was throughout overwhelmingly preponderant. And 

yet that the Judaising opponents of the Apostle, who had 

even here thrust themselves on him and established themselves 

firmly, were enabled to form this energetic opposition against 

him which he so earnestly resisted. 

The relation of the second Epistle to the first deserves to be 

somewhat more closely examined. It has ]>een already re

marked that the polemic of the Apostle against those oppo

nents, whom he attacks in the first Epistle, is pursued in the 

second, and that precisely the strongest declarations with 

which the Apostle most directly meets his opponents with all 

decision and energy, are found in the last chapter of the 

second Epistle. But all the more strong is the contrast be

tween the sharp and vehement tone of this last chapter, and 

the temper shown in the first part of the Epistle, in which the 



310 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PAST I I . 

Apostle betrays the greatest uneasiness and apprehension both 
with regard to the reception of his former letter, and his entire 
relation to the Corinthians, and takes great pains in the most 
pressing manner and with the most anxious care to secure for 
himself, by repeated assurances of his love and sympathy, the 
confidence of the Corinthians, which he feared was cooling 
towards him. Different theories have been advanced in the 
endeavour to explain this striking change of tone in the second 
Epistle—however the chief question is, what reason the Apostle 
could have had to have been in such great uneasiness and 
anxiety as to the impression made by his first letter. The 
contents of our first Epistle do not seem to furnish a sufficient 
motive for this anxiety. On this account, as well as because in 
both Epistles not only a mission of Timothy is mentioned, but 
also of Titus, (and in this the two Epistles do not seem to be 
in harmony) we are irresistibly drawn to the conclusion that 
our second Epistle does not stand in that close connection with 
the first which is commonly supposed. Our second Epistle, 
it is maintained,* does not refer to the occurrences which 
are brought before us in the first, but to the reception of a 
letter carried by Titus which we no longer possess. In fact 
there do occur in our second Epistle several passages, such 
as i i . '3 , 4. vii. 12, which although they generally refer 
directly to the circumstances treated of, 1 Cor., still on 
closer inspection present great difficulties with regard to this 
theory, and their evidence is calculated to give us occasion to 
suppose that something intervened between our two Epistles 
with regard to the relation of the Apostle to the Corinthians, 
besides the news brought to the Apostle by Titus about the 
operation of the first Epistle. The whole tone and character 
of the reproof in 1 Cor. is not conceived and carried out in 
the manner we should expect from Paul according to his usual 
custom, It is therefore highly probable that in the Epistles 
mentioned in 2 Cor. ii. 3, those things especially which are there 

* Compare Bleek, Erortenmgcn uber die Cor, Briefe Tbeol. Stud. u.Krit, 1830. 
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spoken of, had been made far more prominent and of far higher 
importance, in accord with the whole subject of the Epistles, 
than those passages in 1 Cor. respecting the person accused of 
incest. If therefore the rovro cuVo, 2 Cor. ii. 3, really referred to 
something which the Apostle had written with respect to this 
relation, which of course is highly probable, we are led to con
clude that it was not intended to apply to the first Epistle, but 
to a subsequent one, wherein Paul had written about this sub
ject in a yet more vehement manner. Meanwhile it is indeed 
also possible that this did not refer at all to that incestuous 
person and the Apostle's remarks on him, but to some other 
special person of whom Paul had heard through Timothy, and 
whom he had accordingly spoken of in his Epistle sharply and 
sternly. The verse next following, 2 Cor. iii. 5, does not neces
sarily oblige us to think of this incestuous man, but if we give 
up the idea of this reference we must also resign the possibility 
of ascertaining exactly what the special matter was, and can 
only surmise in general that some one of the immediate pre
cepts of the Apostle had been disregarded in a peculiarly 
striking manner. I cannot consider this opinion to be well 
grounded, and it seems to me to be much more probable, con
sidering the characteristics of the Apostle, that the generally 
accepted relation between the two Epistles that we possess, 
should not be disturbed. W e need only remember with what 
vehemence and indignation he speaks of the occurrence men
tioned in 1 Cor. v. 5, and how this occurrence, as soon as the 
Apostle has said what he had to say on the chief subject of 
his letter, is the first special circumstance to which he addresses 
himself. The Apostle takes up this matter seriously enough, 
and at the same time treats it so notoriously as a decidedly 
exceptional thing, that it is against all probability that the 
peculiar occurrence which is spoken of in the same decided 
manner 2 Cor. ii. 5,* should have been any other than the one 
referred to 1 Cor. v. If we take farther into consideration, 

* A s 6 ro iouroc , he is designated, 2 Cor. ii., as well as in 1 Cor. v. 5, 
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what the Apostle writes to the Corinthians with regard to this 
individual, in the most solemn manner, with all the emphasis of 
his apostolic authority, and which he also sets forth as his 
absolute command, we can well understand what anxiety and 
care this affair must soon after have occasioned him. To speak 
plainly he had written a letter which he himself must have 
regarded as a rash and overhasty one, and in which, by neglect
ing its evident consequences, he had laid himself open to his 
opponents. Indeed, he afterwards retracted the grounds on 
which he had proceeded, for he expresses himself pleased 
with something which was the exact opposite of that which 
according to his first decided declaration had taken place. 
The most natural sense of the passage in question, 1 Cor. v. 8, 
I find to be that given by the most modern commentators, 
namely, that the Apostle, by virtue of the strength of Christ 
that dwelt in him, credited himself with the authority to give 
over the criminal to the power of Satan, and this indeed 
through some disease which should fall upon him at that 
moment in which he should be cast out from Christian fellow
ship in the most solemn manner by the assembled Church, 
where the Apostle himself was only present in his miraculously 
operating spirit. How the expression irapaSovvai aaravq. is 
to be taken, is here indicated by the Apostle in a sentence twice 
repeated in this case, of a miraculous punishment of bodily 
sickness (for nothing else than this can be understood by 
SXcdpo? rijc aapKog), and the excommunication recorded in 
verses 2 and 13, to arrange which the Church was to be 
assembled. But neither of these, as we see from the second 
Epistle, had happened, 

The miraculous punishment did not proceed from the Apostle, 
nor the exclusion of the criminal from the Church, from the 
Corinthians,* I agree also with Ruckert's explanation of the 

* The passage, 1 Cor. y. 4, contains no unimportant criterion by which to judge 
of the nominal miracles of the Apostles. The consciousness of miraculous power, 
the tivvapig TOV Kvpiov, was of course felt by the Apostles, and in this consciousness 
they may h.ave looked upon the special results of their ministry as operations of a 
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meaning of the second passage belonging to this matter, 2 Cor. 
ii. 6 ; the Apostle certainly says openly, v. (3, he is willing to 
be contented with the punishment decreed by the Corinthians, 
and does not require any of a more severe kind, which he could 
not have said if he had really demanded any such. From v. 1 0 , 
it is clearly enough to be seen that the xaP^<rOai did not now 
first proceed from him, but had been originated before without 
any question of him, so that he now could only acquiesce in 
what had taken place in order not to put himself in open dis
agreement with them by persistence in his former commands. 
The Corinthians accordingly had confined themselves to a mere 
reproof, and even what had been done in reproving this man 
had not been the work of the Church as a whole but only of a 
part of the community. But if the matter stood thus, as 
Riickert very justly remarks, Paul must have found himself in 
no inconsiderable dilemma. His commands had not been fol
lowed ; only a part of the community, although it might have 
been the largest part, had taken the matter to heart, the re
mainder, as might have been expected by the feeling of the 
Church towards him, had not even done this—his authority 
was greatly set at nought. What was he to do now ? Insist 
on his former orders ? He might be sure that he should find 
no truer obedience, and the scandal would be all the greater. 
He could not enforce obedience, and the affair would only make a 
bad impression on all sides. There was here nothing else to be 
done but what in similar cases had been dictated by prudence— 
to give another turn to the matter—by which an open breach 
might be avoided, and the evil not indeed cured, but concealed 
until in better times the proper attitude might be again assumed. 
This turn was to approve of what had been done, even although 
it had been done without his consent, to represent it as his 
wish, and to bring the whole matter under a Christian point of 

powerful energy, as ffTjptia, repaTa, and fovapttQ. Compare 1 Cor. x. 21. 10-28, 
2 Cor. xii. 12. But in a case like that in 1 Cor. v. 4, this is so decidedly ex
pressed, and there is so little question of a real miracle, that elsewhere the same state 
of things may also be suspected. 
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view. This was now publicly done, partly through the concession 
that the punishment which the man had undergone may have been 
sufficient, partly through the admonition to forgive him. The 
whole tone in which the Apostle wrote our Epistles to the Corin
thians, the restlessness and anxiety, are very naturally ex
plained by this position which he with great justice assumed. 
He had taken a step whose consequences now first were clearly 
evident to him.* It must now especially have appeared very 
doubtful to him with regard to his opponents, for as we see 
from the Apostle's Epistles themselves his opponents did not 
forbear from making use of this overthrow of his authority. 
When he is absent, said they, he can indeed make severe 
speeches and is full enough of boastful vain-glory, but when 
it comes to real action, he does not trust himself to be per
sonally present, (x. 1 0 - 1 1 . Compare iii. 1, v. 12. ) Without 
doubt this was the reason which caused the Apostle to vin
dicate himself so solicitously as he does in the beginning of 
his Epistle, with regard to his long contemplated journey to 
Corinth, which had not yet been carried out. An Epistle 
written under such circumstances must of course contain a 
predominant apologetic tendency, but the apology is by no 
means a merely personal one, it passes immediately into a 
general one, into an apologetic examination of his apostolic 
office, which he represents in both its phases, bringing sal
vation to some, and working ruin to others; representing it 
also in its difference from the ministry of the Old Cove
nant, and in its ennobling consciousness experienced by 
himself; and as soon as he has satisfactorily fulfilled this 
apologetic aim, and inspired the Corinthians with new con
fidence, he encounters his opponents with fresh courage, and a 

* Ruckert has no hesitation in saying with regard to 1 Cor. v. 5, " This is a 
matter which we cannot divest of the stamp of passion which never can turn to be 
of any use. And that he dictatorially issued commands to a Church by which his 
authority was much lowered, and which he had no means of enforcing, does not 
redound to his credit." W h o wiU .blame the unprejudiced critic that he says this 
openly ? 
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severer polemic, in order to put himself completely in op
position to them. In no other of the Apostle's Epistles are 
we allowed to look deeper into the pure humanity of his indi
viduality, and into the special proofs of his relation to the 
Churches than in this second Epistle to the Corinthians, no other 
shows his characteristics more clearly, as soon as we do not seek 
out of a false interest to conceal that which is truly human in 
him. If it be granted that the second Epistle stands in this 
relation to the first, there can be no reason, except those 
assigned in considering 1 Cor. v. 9, for supposing the ex
istence of a lost Epistle to the Corinthians. The Apostle 
had written to the Corinthians before the two Epistles which 
we possess, as he himself says 1 Cor. v. 9, but we do not 
know anything further of this lost Epistle, than what we 
may gather from the above-named passage. This Epistle 
cannot have had equal weight with our two Epistles—as the 
way and manner in which the Apostle speaks of the circum
stances which make up the chief subject of our first Epistle -
does not allow of the supposition that there had been much 
previous communication between him and the Corinthians. 
The composition of our two Epistles is commonly placed in the 
years 57-59, in the period in which the Apostle after leaving 
Corinth, Acts xviii. 18, took up his residence for some time at 
Ephesus, Acts xix. l ,xx . 1. There seems no doubt that in his 
journey to Greece, Acts xx. 2, he came again to Corinth, and 
during his residence there wrote the Epistle to the Romans ; 
but whether this visit was the second or third is not so easily 
decided, as in the passages in the Epistles where the Apostle 
speaks of a journey to Corinth, the special difficulty is that wo 
do not know whether the third time of which he speaks is to 
be understood as meaning the actual journey, or the mere in
tention of performing it. 

According to my idea the latter is the more probable, if we 
consider the connection in which the passages involving this 
question stand to one another. When he says, 2 Cor. xii. 14, 
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iSob rpirov TOVTO iroifiiog iXOtiv irpbg bftag—rpirov rovro, 
can quite as well apply to IXOeiv as to irolfiwg ix<*> a n ^ therefore 
we do not know whether the Apostle now resolved for the third 
time to go to Corinth—or whether he had already taken the 
third journey. In order to get at the real state of the case we 
must go back to the beginning of the Epistle, where he also 
speaks of a visit to the Corinthians. 'Ej3oi;Ao/iTjv, says he, 
i. 15, wpbg iftag eXOefv irporepov "va Sevrlpav x^PiV ^X^ r f ' 
Uportpov, he could only have been desirous of going if he 
had already formed a decided plan of travel, and consequently 
wished to carry out such a plan before this one, and if the 
Corinthians were to have a Sevripa x*Pl£—there must have 
been one already—with reference to which this first one would 
be the second, and on which in this case they would be justified 
in relying as designed for a Stvripa x«/°£C- As the Apostle 
could only speak of a Stvripa \apig if he journeyed direct from 
Ephesus to Corinth, and from thence to Macedonia; but not if 
he first went to Macedonia, and from Macedonia to Corinth; in
asmuch as his plan of travel at that time only included the three 
points—Ephesus, Corinth, and Macedonia; we must therefore 
grant that the irporepov IXOtiv could only have been the oY vfiwv 
SuXOtiv tig MaKtSovlag. I t was a Sevripa \apig, only in the 
same way as was the after-mentioned iXdeiv dirb MaKeSovlag (if 
not as irakiv dirb MaKtSoviag, still as iXdeiv dirb MaiceSovlag), 
according to the intention of the Apostle, and in entire agree
ment with 1 Cor. xvi. 5. He still adheres to the original plan 
of a journey from Macedonia to Corinth, only he intends, with
out giving it up, to travel rather in the direct way, from Ephesus 
to Corinth and from thence to Macedonia. He had already 
twico resolved to go to Corinth, and had indeed formed the 
plan of two visits (a Sevripa x<*Pls) without either of these 
plans and intentions having been carried out at the time of 
his writing to the Corinthians, and this is the very reason which 
induces him to speak of it, that he may refute the supposition 
that it was owing to his fickleness and want of purpose that he 

file:///apig
file:///apig
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had not performed what he had undertaken, and his opponents 

on this account may have been justified in accusing him, (as 

they doubtless did) of a want of sincerity and of interested 

motives, which must have weakened in a great degree, all con

fidence in his apostolic authority. He protests against all the 

obviously unfavourable views which might be taken of his non

appearance ; but as we do not here learn from him how often he 

had been in Corinth, and of which time he is here speaking, 

we must conclude that there is no mention made of an actual 

journey, but only of an intended one, and of plans of travel. 

All the more may we expect to find precise information about 

the number of his journies when he gives the positive reasons 

for his not going to Corinth. "Eicpii/a Si ijiavriji rovro, says the 

Apostle, 2 Cor. ii. 1. TO fir) waXtv iv Xiwy wpbg vpag iXOtlv, and 

nothing seems more simple than to conclude that as the Apostle 

had already once been to Corinth, iv Xviry, and that this was not 

on the occasion of his first visit, it must have been that when he 

wrote our second Epistle he had already been twice at Corinth. 

But where can we find an appropriate time to which we may 

assign this second journey ? If it were before our first Epistle 

that the occasion arose for his having gone to Corinth for the 

second time, and that he could only have gone iv Xviry, we 

must have in our first Epistle an indication of one kind or 

other to this effect, as the despatch of an Epistle earlier than 

our first could not have been passed over in it. It is especi

ally worth consideration that the general question whether the 

Apostle went two or three times in all to Corinth is scarcely at 

all treated of, but attention is directed to the special character 

of the second journey which represents him as having been 

in Corinth between his first journey and the writing of our 

first Epistle, but only iv Xviry, that is under circumstances 

which laid him under a strong obligation, indeed which left 

nothing else possible, than to depart with the threat of taking 

still harsher measures against the Corinthians if they did 

not improve. But this theory makes the whole contents of 
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our first Epistle to the Corinthians, and the tone in which the 
Apostle speaks of the whole condition of the Church and of its 
various failings, simply impossible. Of what nature can those 
irregularities have been, which already had existed and had 
disturbed the good understanding between the Apostle and 
the Church ? W e have no alternative but to suppose that they 
were irregularities of the same kind as those which he re
proved in so many ways in our first Epistle. The more specially, 
and urgently that he here speaks of the different failings and 
crimes of the Church, the less is it to be supposed that at a still 
earlier period he has had any other reason for displeasure. He 
speaks of everything which is treated of in our first Epistle as 
of something with which he had become acquainted, and of 
which he had been obliged to speak only shortly before, as he 
himself expresses it. It is a question of fresh circumstances 
and relations now first entered into, about which, as we see 
clearly, he for the first time speaks to the Corinthians. Of 
the parties into which the Church was divided, he had 
first heard through the household of Chloe, (1 Cor. i. 11.) 
He had also only heard generally of the prevailing immorality, 
and the particular case wliich seemed to require a special step 
on his part, v. 1. The misunderstanding which he has to 
correct, v. 9, in regard to the JULTJ avvava/ntyvvadai iropvoig, 
which he had mentioned to the Corinthians in a letter previous 
to our first Epistle, could scarcely have existed, if the affair had 
been before verbally treated of. The questions relating to mar
ried life, which he explains in detail in chap. vii. had been first 
raised in a letter to the Corinthians, vii. 7. And as we may 
clearly see from the whole explanation of the Apostle that there 
has been no question of all these things between him and the Co
rinthians, so this is likewise obvious with regard to all the other 
subjects on which, in the rest of his Epistle, he partly expresses 
his anger and disapprobation, and partly gives advice and pre
cepts. No where do we meet with the slightest indication that 
the Apostle had had previous cause to find fault with the Cor-
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inthians on these or similar subjects; that any differences had 
arisen between him and them; that he had given any advice 
which had not been followed, or uttered any threats which had 
not been heeded. Still less can we take as probable a journey 
of this kind as occurring between our two Epistles. If our 
first Epistle will not leave us room to suppose any such im
portant break in time, which must be accounted for by the 
theory of a further journey taken by the Apostle, it may be 
concluded from the second Epistle as expressly as from the 
first, that nothing could have previously taken place which it 
would be necessary for us to possess as an explanation, without 
our being able to perceive that such was the case. But it must 
be asked, is it so essential to make the words, 2 Cor. ii. 1, 
iv \viri) and wdXiv refer so directly to each other, that a second 
iv Xvirri must follow at once on a journey iv Xvirri ? How would 
it then be if the Apostle had changed the place of the participle 
i\0u)v, which he would correctly have connected with 7raA«/, 
and if he had taken it with the following iXduv, as would be 
generally done in an epistolary style, especially when we must 
suppose the affair to have been already known. 

According to the foregoing remarks what forcible reason can 
remain for taking the rplrov TOVTO, 2 Cor. xii. 14, in any other 
sense than the following—" twice already I have proposed to 
myself to come to you without it being possible to me to fulfil 
my intention, but now that my thrice repeated design is about to 
be realized, I will declare to you what attitude I shall assume to
wards you/'. On a casual glance the passage xiii. 1, which begins 
with the words rpirov TOVTO tpxopai rpbg vpag, would seem to 
silence all doubts on the subject of a third journey, but on a 
stricter examination it gives a still more complete solution of 
the question respecting this journey. What then is there to 
prevent these words being taken grammatically and made to 
express the idea that the Apostle only says he has now for 
the third time formed an intention of visiting them? And if, 
instead of here finding an indication of a second journey already 

file:///viri
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previously taken,—as when he speaks of a journey he may 
really mean only an intended one, and the Epistle as a whole 
maybe designed as a vindication of a journey intended indeed, 
but not yet carried out,—is it not self-evident in this con
nection what "the word of two or three witnesses" must 
signify ? Can we not easily comprehend what he intends to say, 
when the passage quoted is taken in its peculiar sense ? there 
is nothing more natural than to suppose that he means to say 
in an emphatic manner, " if according to the principles of the 
Mosaic Law what is attested by two or three witnesses is to be 
considered as true and legal, then this thrice intended journey 
of mine is to be taken in its full meaning; it is certain that it 
will receive immediate fulfilment." If we are convinced not 
only of the possibility but the probability of the above expla
nation, we shall be prepared to assume as the authentic result 
of our investigation that this passage sets forth as the last, 
special declaration of the Apostle, that he had only been 
once in Corinth and was now going there for the second time. 
Considered grammatically the words wg wapvv rb Stirepov do 
not refer so much to an actual as to a proposed occurrence. 
(Compare 1 Cor. v. 3.) In the vivid desire of the Apostle to 
give now at least no more room for doubt with regard to his 
immediate visit to Corinth, and to hold up his plighted word as 
about to be certainly realized, absence becomes presence to 
him, he considers himself already for the second time in Co
rinth, and thus being present, although absent, he tells them what 
must infallibly happen. 

Let us give up the fiction of a journey for which we can find 
no reasonable grounds; and without which everything con
nected with the subject becomes far clearer, simpler, more 
natural and historically probable. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

The Epistle to the Romans is not only chronologically con
nected with the two Epistles to the Corinthians; there is an 
inward link between them, and it is from the standpoint of the 
Epistle to the Romans that we first get an insight into the rich 
result of the Spiritual Life which the Apostle exhibited in his 
own person, as well as into the strict logical sequence with 
which he developed and carried out his Christian principles, 
and into the grandeur of the circumstances in which he moved. 
W e have already remarked the relation in which the Epistle to 
the Galatians and that to the Romans stand to each other, in 
the interest of a bold and deep-laid system founded on essential 
principles, and how their whole contents are to be explained 
by this system which is pursued and developed throughout. 
This systematic character of the Epistle to the Romans, com
prehending a grand harmony of ideas, distinguishes it com
pletely from the two Epistles to the Corinthians, which are 
rather characterized by the variety of their contents, and the 
abundance of profound spiritual ideas allied to and explained 
by the different relations of life. This aspect of the Epistle 
is also manifest in the attitude assumed by the Apostle with 
regard to the opposition, which it was the continued aim of his 
apostolic efforts to combat and overcome. He had not fulfilled 
his mission as the Apostle to the Gentiles, whilst the absolute 
importance which Judaism, and the Jewish Christianity 
identified with it, claimed for themselves as well in their prin
ciples as in their ultimate consequences, was not separated 
from them, and reckoned according to its merely relative value. 

21 
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Just as in the Epistle to the Galatians he had emancipated 
Christianity from Judaism, by freeing it from circumcision, the 
outward sign of subjection which Judaism wished to impose 
on it as the necessary condition of salvation, so in the two 
Epistles to the Corinthians, he had established the principle 
that the call to, and participation in the Messianic salvation 
ought by no means to depend exclusively on the authority of 
the Apostles directly appointed by Jesus, but that he, the 
Apostle to the Gentiles, was an Apostle possessing equal rights 
with them. Now in the Epistle to the Romans he proceeds to 
do away with the last remaining portion of the Jewish exclusive-
ness, by taking up and representing it as the mere introduction 
to the Christian Universalism which extended to all nations. 
Although hitherto Jewish Christianity, in maintaining the 
absolute importance of Judaism, had not hindered him from 
establishing a special independent sphere of action in Gentile 
Christianity, free and independent of Judaism, yet the thought 
seemed to prevail, prompted by the religious consciousness of 
the Jewish Christians, that Jewish and Gentile Christianity 
could not merely exist side by side, but that the latter would 
gain a complete over-mastering power over the former; and 
that this was to be looked for as the final result of the apostolic 
ministry among the Gentiles. And as Messianic salvation 
seemed to fall to the share of the Gentiles in proportion as the 
Christian Universalism, embracing all nations without any dis
tinction, became a reality, then the opposition between the Jews 
persisting in their unbelief, and the Gentiles continually more 
and more converted to the Faith, could only result in the rejec
tion of the Jews and the acceptance of the Gentiles. This is 
the standpoint taken by the Apostle in the Epistle to the 
Romans and its theme, which can only be maintained by a 
statement of aims and intentions differing completely from the 
views hitherto presented. 

In general, the origin and aim of the Epistle is considered 
from a purely dogmatic point of view, without inquiring exactly 
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into the historical cause of the Epistle and the relations it bore 
to the Roman Church, and therefore attention is especially 
directed to it, as though the Apostle only intended to 
give a comprehensive and connected representation of the 
whole of his doctrinal ideas, so to speak, a compendium of 
Pauline dogma in the form of an apostolic letter. Since more 
earnest efforts have been made to get at the explanation of the 
Epistle, it has been thought, indeed, that there is no sufficient 
reason for adopting this idea, for even if the Apostle en
deavoured in his Epistle to reconcile the local disputes which, 
according to the theories of Eichhorn* and Hug,f must have 
existed between the Gentile and Jewish Christians in the 
Roman Church, the whole design of the dogmatic writing 
indicates decidedly a general aim, instead of one grounded 
on special circumstances occurring in the Roman Church, 
and this general aim has for its purpose to set forth the 
importance of the Christian doctrine, and to show how it alone 
is adapted to the requirements of Human Nature, for whose 
needs neither Heathenism nor Judaism are adequate. J In 
agreement with Tholuck, both De Wette and Olshausen explain 
the Epistle in this sense. De Wette thinks that the Apostle 
wished, at least by letter, to influence a Church which was so 
important to him, and in connection with the chief doctrines of 
his Gospel to show that salvation was to be attained through 
faith,- and not through the works of the law : he wished at the 
same time, in sight of the capital of the world, to represent the 
Christian Faith as the only means of salvation for all the world 
—Jew and Gentile, and the Christian revelation as the re
velation for the whole world. The Epistle^ to the Romans 

* Einleitung ins. N . Testament. 3. page 214. 
f Einl. in?. N . Testament, 2. voL 2, page 361. 
J Compare Tholuck in the first four editions of his Exposition of Paul's Epistle 

to the Romans. This exposition, which first appeared in 1824, together with 
lengthy extracts from the exegetical writings of the Fathers of the Church and the 
Reformation, is of value as marking an epoch in the history of the explanation 
of this Epistle. 

21 * 
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is the only one of the Epistles of the Apostle, wherein he 
designedly sets forth his doctrine in detailed connection, for 
in the other Epistles he only treats of special needs, doubts, 
errors, and questions, and thus continually pre-supposes the 
whole of his doctrine. The Apostle does not, as in the Epistle 
to the Galatians, set up this doctrine of salvation by faith 
alone, in opposition to Jewish Christian errors, but merely 
in opposition to Judaism. He had little opposition to 
expect from the Gentiles, but he took much to. heart the 
pretensions of Judaism, which, in accordance with the prevailing 
tendency at that time, was even disposed to unite with Gentiles 
in opposing Christianity.* Olshausen finds still more decidedly 
in the Epistle to the Romans, a purely objective representation 
of that aspect of the Gospel which was grounded only on the 
general opposition between Jews and Gentiles—but not on the 
special distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians which 
was only found in the Church itself. The whole statement 
presents a purely objective aspect, and every subject except 
the truth of the Gospel is treated of in a secondary manner. 
But naturally it is part of the truth itself that it takes its 
stand against error of all kinds, and in this way it appears 
also in the Epistle to the Romans. The doctrinal wisdom 
of the Apostle prompted him to represent the doctrine of 
the Gospel in such a manner that the warning against the 
errors which the Christians were necessarily obliged to .con
front lay in the very statement of them.f But there is no
where to be discovered in the Epistle to the Romans any 
decided aim, except the effort to lay the Gospel before the 
Roman Christians in its natural relation to the law, and in its 
results on life, and this without any contest with the Jewish 
Christians, and without having any regard to quarrels with 

* Kurze Erklarung des Briefs an die Romer, 3rd Edition, Einl. page 2. 
f This is the most extreme point of the purely dogmatic view. De Wette at 

least concedes the opposition to Judaism, but every direct antithetical reference is 
Lere excluded. 
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them, unlike the mode pursued in the Epistle to the Galatians, 
where such contests and disputes are undoubtedly discussed.* 
Large as is the number of Commentaries on the Epistle to 
the Romans in modern times, they all contain the same exclu
sive idea of its aim as having regard to special relations, and 
they express this idea in studied variety, now in this way, now 
in that; as for example, when the chief purport of the Epistle 
is made to consist in strengthening the Roman Christians in 
their new faith, by representations of the necessity and grandeur 
of the salvation proclaimed by the Gospel, of its divine value 
and harmony with the former revelation, as well as of the sad 
results of Gentile superstition, and of the law of sin as dis
tinguished from the ideal spiritual life of the true Christian, and 
also in inciting and encouraging the Roman Christians to the 
proper realization of the Christian ideal. Even when persons 
are obliged to make certain concessions on my account, or at 
least to notice the anomalous views advanced by me, so little 
do they relinquish the purely dogmatic point of view, that they 
show a more decided antagonistic interest by levelling and 
straightening all the rough places and difficulties which they 
think must attend the concrete circumstances of the origin 
of an Epistle, thereby providing that the dogmatic aspect shall 
in no way be diminished by the historical, and that in an 
Epistle like that of the Romans, the attempt shall not be made 
to deviate from the strictest normal bounds of Luther's theory 
of justification by faith.f Now whether this view is probable 

* Der Brief des A p . Paul us an die Romer, Konigsberg, 1855, pages 50-54. 
f In this sense Philippi, the chief representative of the strict, orthodox/dogmatic 

view of the Epistle, says in his Commentary, 2nd Edition, page 14 : "There is 
scarcely any other opposition to be imagined against the Pauline universalism than 
that which was received by all Jewish Christian false teachers and sects. The 
Apostle, accordingly, in the Epistle to the Romans is only contending as one of 
these—he only combats the Judaistic justification by works, but not the intended 
exclusion of the Gentile world generally, and indeed he combats the justification 
by works of Judaism, but not that of the Jewish Christian part of the Roman 
Church. Had the Roman Jewish Christians taken this direction, he would have 
seized upon the fact, and would have met them as well as the Galatian false teachers 
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in itself, whether the Epistle to the Romans itself, little as it 
seems to give a decided reason for its historical origin, does 
not still contain data sufficient to place the latter among its 
other subjects, is the question which we must in the next place 
endeavour to answer. 

The analogy with those Epistles which alone can be com
pared with the Epistle to the Romans does not in general 
serve favourably for the view commonly taken. The Epistle 
to the Galatians and the two Epistles to the Corinthians, which 
can alone be properly considered as belonging to the genuine 
type of Pauline Epistles, give a completely different represen
tation of the origin of the Epistles of the Apostle. There were 
special circumstances and requirements which caused the 
Apostle to compose these Epistles, but here we are not only 
brought face to face with these circumstances (chiefly employed 
by him in elucidating the developments of the doctrine already 
advanced) but we see also the operation of the overwhelming 
pressure of the circumstances which claimed and necessitated 
his writing, if he did not wish to see his work frustrated. In 
the Epistle to the Romans alone analogous circumstances are 
set forth, and in this view we can only wonder at the prejudice, 
with which the interpreters of the Epistle to the Romans have 
hitherto taken up the relations of the two chief elements in the 
Epistle, chapter 1-8, chapter 9-11. If we act on the supposi
tion that the main tendency of the Epistle, and the special aim 
of the Apostle are contained in the dogmatic portion with which 
the Apostle opens the Epistle, and that the train of thought 
which he-takes in the spiritual conception of his Epistle must 
have been the same as he lays down in its outward form, then 
of course we must from the beginning place before us a purely 
dogmatic standpoint from which to consider the Epistle 

and the Galatian Church, and no consideration of any kind whatever would have 
induced the Apostle to the Gentiles to treat in a mild manner this tendency, 
which uproots the very foundation of the Gospel. The same position must besides 
be maintained, if the Roman Church had not exhibited the accustomed Galatian 
exclusiveness, but the Jewish exclusivcness by which I characterize it,*' 
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to the Romans. The dogmatic contents of the Epistle, as the 
Apostle presents them in the first eight chapters, form the 
chief grounds on which he proceeds, the original foundation on 
which he places the whole fabric of his Epistle; but all else 
that it contains—and especially that which is found in the fol
lowing chapters, ix.-xi.—stands in a subordinate secondary rela
tion to that chief portion of the Epistle, to which (after the 
Apostle has set forth its special theme) it is joined as a neces
sary result and practical application; so that without it, the 
Epistle following its main idea would still have been a complete 
whole, and the aim for which the Apostle destined it would 
still have been attained. This part therefore .of the Epistle, 
by some interpreters (for instance, by Tholuck, p. 341, and De 
Wette, p. 4) is especially designated as a historical corollary, or 
supplement, in which the Apostle is desirous of declaring him
self on the results which must necessarily follow the doctrine 
he had hitherto preached—namely, the exclusion of the unbe
lieving Jews from the Christian salvation; as if the necessity of 
doing this had now first forced itself upon him, when, at the 
end of his undertaking, he reconsidered it as a whole. If this 
is the common view taken of the two chief sections of the 
Epistle, it may with justice be met with the question, whether 
the matter may not be looked on from the reverse direction; 
and whether, if we take this standpoint, a more favourable view 
may not present itself of the aim and tendency of the Epistle, 
as well as of the historical circumstances in which it originated ? 
The centre and pith of the whole, to which everything else is 
only an addition, would then be comprised in that part of the 
Epistle which is contained in the three above-named chapters : 
here we must take our stand, place ourselves in harmony with 
the original conception of the Apostle, from which is developed 
the whole organism of the Epistle as it is presented to us, 
especially in the first eight chapters. In furtherance of this 
view, we must first of all consider more closely the contents of 
the three chapterd (ix. x. xi.) themselves. 
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In these chapters the Apostle answers the question, how it is 

to be explained, that so great a portion of the Jewish people, 

who for ages had been the chosen people of God and the reci

pients of all kinds of Divine promises, had really no participa

tion in the salvation bestowed by Christ; whilst, on the con

trary, the Gentiles adopted the position left vacant by the 

people of God ? The answer which the Apostle gives to this 

question consists chiefly in the following points:—First, it does 

not depend on natural descent, but only on spiritual son-ship 

to God, and election by His free grace. As therefore all born 

Jews do not belong to the true people of God—God chose his 

people from among the Heathen also (ix. 24), because the im

parting of salvation is only a free gift of divine grace; and, 

accordingly, the way to attain salvation in Christ is not the 

vopog SucaioavvriQ, pursued by the Jews, but the SiKaioavvri IK 

7r(OTfwc» which stands open to Gentiles as well as to Jews, 

chapter ix,; secondly, although, according to the vopog 

SiKcuotrvvYig appointed by God, which is the SiKaiovvvt) IK 

iriaTBtog, the born Jews have no legal claim to Divine salvation, 

it is only their own fault if they have no share in it. For sal

vation can only spring from belief in the preaching of the 

Gospel, with regard to which there is no difference between 

Jew and Gentile (x. 12), but all Jews have not given ear and 

belief to the Gospel, chapter x . ; thirdly, notwithstanding 

this, the promises given by God to the Jewish people, are not 

absolutely unfulfilled towards them, and God has not absolutely 

rejected his people. For not only at this present time also 

there is a remnant according to the election of grace (kuppa 

Kar9 iKXoyrjv x^pirog, xi. 5) among those who truly believe, but 

also the obduracy and the blindness which still characterize 

so many Israelites with regard to the Gospel may be looked 

at as something merely temporary; so that as God never 

repents of his promise, Israel may one day be saved. The 

rejection of a part of the Israelites, or their present unbelief of 

the Gospel, only serves as a glorification of Divine grace. 
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Meanwhile the believing Gentiles have stepped into the place 
of the unbelieving Jews, their irapairTwpa is r\ awTtfpla Totg 
Wveaiv, their irapairTwpa is nXovrog tc6a/iov, their ^rrij/xa irXovTog 
IBvwv (xi. 11-12). Divine grace is glorified in its relation to 
the whole matter, for it is evident that it belongs to the plan of 
God to permit the Gentiles to participate in His grace (wwpwaig 
awb pipovg T<£ 'lapariX yiyovtv &XPlG °^ T O ^Xrjpwpa TWV lOvwv 
iXOri, 25). What is loss on one side is gain on the other; but 
this also gives occasion for hope that those who have for a time 
turned away from God may one day be saved. For if the 
Jews are jealous of the grace of God, in which the Gentiles par
ticipate, they ought through this jealousy to stir themselves 
up that they also may come into possession of this grace 
(xi. 11 -U) . 

If we consider more closely this whole section, and the chief 
subjects involved in it, we see that it treats throughout of the 
relations of Judaism and Heathenism, as well as of the relation 
of both to Christianity; and if, at the same time, we consider 
with what earnestness and interest the Apostle handles this 
subject, how especially he brings jt forward in the words ex
pressing such deep and vivid feelings with which he makes the 
transition to it (ix.-l) (— Xiwri pot IGTI peyaXri, KOI aSiaXeiirrog 
OSUVTJ rr\ KapSia pov r\v\6pr\v yap avrbg eyw avadepa tivai anb 
TOV Xpiarov virlp TWV aSeX<j>iov pov TWV avyyevwv pov Kara 
aapica)—it does not certainly appear probable that he would 
have devoted so important a part of his letter to answering 
this question, if he had not had close at hand some special 
material reason for doing so, and this was afforded him by 
the circumstances of the Roman Church. And such a reason 
can only be found in the direct opposition to the idea 
pursued by the Apostle throughout this section, and in the 
objection also which might still have been raised against 
the participation of the Gentiles in the grace of the Gospel, 
or against the Pauline universalism, namely the religious 
opinion so docply rooted in the consciousness of Jews and 
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Jewish Christians, that as long as Israel did not participate in 
this grace as a nation, as a people chosen by God, the participa
tion in it by the Gentiles appeared as an encroachment on the 
Jews, as an injustice against them, as a contradiction of the 
promises given by God to the Jews as the people of God. The 
main idea which lies at the root of the whole discourse, the 
object which is treated of from both sides, is the theocratic 
supremacy of the Jewish nation, the absolute precedence which 
it claimed to possess over all other nations, and of which it 
now saw itself about to be irretrievably deprived, by the Pauline 
universalism. In order to comprehend the crisis at which this 
subject of dispute had arrived in its full importance, we must 
obtain a clear idea of the point to which Paulinism had at that 
time attained in its anti- Judaistic development, and also of the 
completely different standpoint which was taken by the Apostle 
in the composition of the Epistle to the Romans, from the one 
he occupied at the time of his Epistles to the Galatians and 
Corinthians. There is no longer any question of that rude 
conflict, when Judaism brought forward the most material side 
of its opposition by absolutely commanding circumcision in 
that most repulsive manner, which we find recorded in the 
Epistle to the Galatians, and just as little is a personal interest 
treated of, such as we see m the Epistles to the Corinthians, in 
which the Apostle had to ward off the attacks on his apostolic 
authority. 

The Epistle to the Romans leaves all these subjects 
behind it, as of vanished importance: the whole conception 
of the question is a different one, just as the whole tone of 
the Apostle is different; for in this Epistle he has no longer to 
deal with opponents whosfc antagonistic attitude excited him 
to such vehement, bitter retorts; he turns with confidence to 
his readers ; expresses with all sympathy his lively interest in 
their salvation, which he also sets before them as the subject 
of the most earnest anxiety; he is persuaded that in them he 
sees a church with which he can more easily come into harmony 
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than with any other. If everything subordinate, special, per
sonal, were abstracted, the question which even then would 
remain would be the most important which could possibly 
exist for Judaism, namely, whether the difference between 
Gentiles and Jews, was completely abolished by the univer
salism of Pauline Christianity. The complexion taken by the 
circumstances of the period must have been the subject of the 
most earnest consideration among the most thoughtful section 
of the Judaizers. The Epistle to the Eomans is the last of the 
apostolic letters, written at a time when the Apostle was con
templating a step so full of importance in regard to the matter 
in hand, as a journey to Jerusalem. Time pressed for a decision. 
As he had resolved to bring to a crisis the great cause of dis
pute between Judaism and Paulinism, and to venture on the 
bold attempt of uniting and reconciling them by his personal 
presence at Jerusalem, the chief seat of Judaism, he felt com
pelled at the same time and acting on the same interest) to 
come to an understanding with that Church, which besides 
being the most important one in the West, was the one on 
whose receptive inclination and kind feeling he thought ho 
could most depend in issuing an address which the exigences 
of the then state of things seemed to require. Whilst, through 
the labours of the Apostle pursued for many years, so many 
Gentiles had already accepted the Christian faith, and whilst 
the number of converted Jews was still a very small one in 
comparison to the number of the whole nation, the fact seemed 
still unfulfilled, on which the Jewish Christians rested their 
Messianic faith, namely that in Jesus, He had appeared who 
was the subject of the old national promises. How could He 
be the Messiah of the nation when the nation steadfastly re
fused to believe on him, and seemed to persist more and more 
in its unbelief? when looking at the mutual relations of tho 
Jewish and Gentile Christians it would seem that everything 
which was expected of the Messiah was more applicable to the 
Gentiles than to the Jews ? It was not forgotten that although 
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the Jewish Christians might not wish to exclude the Gentiles 
from the Messianic community, still as Jewish Christians they 
would not renounce the precedence which as Jews they claimed 
over Gentiles. Besides, they must either represent the apparent 
contradictory incongruity between the existent state of things, 
and the ancient promises, as being the fault of their Messianic 
belief itself, or there must have existed among them most 
earnest religious scruples with regard to the way and manner 
in which the Gentiles had been called to the Christian faith; for 
what else would have augmented to such a degree the number 
of the converted Gentiles, that the superiority in the Messianic 
Churches seemed to be passing from the Jewish to the Gentile 
ones, and the former to be more and more taking a secondary 
place; and what else would have brought about the facility with 
which the Gentiles had entered into the Messianic community 
since the Apostle's programme of the abolition of the law ? If 
they had been even released from the obligation of circumcision 
they would not have been permitted so complete a dispensation 
from all the requirements of the law, as the tea'ching of the 
Apostle with regard to faith necessarily involved. In this manner 
would such Jewish Christians decide who thought more fairly, 
and who did not adhere with the same tenacity as others to all the 
prejudices of Judaism; but who still could not quite relinquish 
those deep-seated religious scruples produced by the dispropor
tion that existed between the aspect of the Christian world at 
that time, and that which it would have presented if it had been 
regulated according to the ancient national promises. And 
the less this class of Jewish Christians assumed a harsh 
and repelling attitude towards the Apostle, as was indeed the 
case, there must naturally have arisen a more weighty solicitude 
in his own mind to overcome these scruples, and in proportion 
as they entered more deeply into the whole of the relations 
between Judaism and Christianity, and became more closely in
terwoven into their nature, to endeavour to establish a more 
thorough system of overcoming them. 
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There is in the Acts of the Apostles a remarkable confirma
tion of the theory, that the chief point of the antagonism between 
Judaism and Paulinism lay essentially in the claim for prece
dence, with which the Jewish Christians as born Jews set them
selves up against the Gentiles and Gentile Christians, and that 
this was the unpardonable offence to which even the best inten-
tioned among the Jews could not reconcile themselves, even when 
they desire to favour Paulinism, and this confirmation stands in 
the closest connection with the peculiar tendency of the Acts of 
the Apostles to favour the Apostle Paul. How is it, that the 
portion which especially relates to the apostolic labours of the 
Apostle Paul, always designedly states that the Apostle every
where preached the Gospel first of all to the Jews, and only when 
the Jews, as everywhere happened, rejected him and his Gospel, 
turned to the Gentiles ? It is in reality highly remarkable how 
consistently the Acts of the Apostles repudiates this priority of the 
Jews, and makes the Apostle act according to the words which 
it puts into his mouth. (Acts of the Apostles, xiii. 46.) vplv, 
says he to the Jews, r[v dvayKaXov wpCtrov XaXnOrjvai TOV Xoyov 
TOV Otov tirtiSrj Sc anwOuaOe aitrbv KOL OVK d^iovg KplvtTt iavrovg 
TT\Q alwviov Z><a)riQ iSov arpt<j)6pt0a tig TCI iBvr\.) Immediately 
after his conversion the Apostle had risen up in the synagogue in 
Damascus, and had sought with all his might to persuade the 
Jews dwelling in Damascus, that Jesus was the Messiah; but 
the consequence was that he was obliged to flee from Damascus, 
because the Jews were lying in wait for him: (Acts of the 
Apostles, ix. 20, &c.) However this passage may be recon
ciled with the account of the Apostle himself (2 Cor. xi. 32,) 
that he was obliged to flee on account of the persecution 
of the Ethnarch of King Aretas, it can scarcely be held 
as accidental on the part of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles that he should name the Jews as the instigators of the 
danger that threatened the Apostle. That the Apostle should 
have made his first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion serve 
the purpose of an attempt at conversion, is not only contrary 
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to the expressed declaration of the Apostle himself that a com
pletely different reason drew him to Jerusalem, but is also not 
reconcilable with the fact of the short duration of his residence 
there (Gal. i. 18). But the Acts of the Apostles represents 
him as preaching the Gospel there with all boldness, and espe
cially as carrying on controversies with the Hellenists. The 
lying-in-wait with which he was threatened by the Jews was 
the cause why he went to Tarsus (Acts of the Apostles, ix. 
28). According to another passage in the Acts of the Apostles 
(xxii. 18) after the speech which the Apostle delivered to the 
Jews in Jerusalem, immediately before his capture, he received 
from Jesus himself in an extatic vision seen in the Temple 
the command to leave Jerusalesm speedily, because the Jews 
there would not accept from him, the former persecutor of the 
disciples of Jesus, any testimony in favour of Jesus. For this 
reason Jesus tells him he is to be sent far away to the Gentiles. 
But still, the Acts of the Apostles continues, the Apostle did 
not consider himself as exclusively an Apostle to the Gentiles. 
When, some time after, he undertook the first Missionary 
journey, they were especially Jewish synagogues which he first 
sought out {xiii. 5-14, xiv. 1 ) ; and even if he at the same time 
brought Gentile proselytes into them, still his discourses were 
always directed to the Jews alone (xiii. 15-41); and there 
must have been a special motive to determine the Apostle on 
addressing himself to the Gentiles. This restricting motive 
is shown with regard to the Jews in the most striking 
manner by the Apostles (xiii. 42-52). Paul and Barnabas 
had preached the Gospel with successful results among the 
Jews and proselytes in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia. 
When the Jews saw the universal inclination of the people 
towards the Apostles they opposed them, but the Apostles with 
all boldness declared that it was indeed necessary that the 
Word of God should be first preached to the Jews, but as they 
rejected it, and judged that they were not worthy of eternal 
life, they (the Apostles) now turned to the Gentiles. It is then 
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remarked that when the Gentiles heard this they rejoiced, and 
glorified the Word of the Lord, and those who were " ordained 
to eternal life believed." W e must conclude, therefore, that if 
the Jews bad not assumed this hostile attitude, the Gentiles, 
desirous as they might have been to receive the Gospel (48), 
would really have received scarcely anything of it, and Paul 
would have remained an Apostle of the Jews; for the fact that 
Gentile proselytes existed in the Jewish synagogue would not 
have constituted him an Apostle to the Gentiles, as is shown 
by the opposition of fflvq to wpoariXvToi. Compare 46, 47, with 
43. But who can believe that the Apostle's a7ro<rroAyj ug ra ldvr\ 
depended on so accidental a circumstance, which here appears 
still more accidental, as this fact of many Gentiles being 
desirous of accepting the Gospel ? And yet this scene is re
peated again and again, and even in quick succession. In 
Lystra, in Lycaonia, the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles, 
but only after it had been expelled from Iconium by the 
unbelieving Jews (chapter xiv). This is still more brought 
under our notice (chapter xviii. 1) , where the founding of the 
Corinthian Church is related. The Apostle first allies himself 
with the Jew Aquila, who just at that time had come to Corinth 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, and he discoursed every 
Sabbath in the synagogue, thereby converting Jews and 
Greeks. But when the companions of the Apostle, Silas and 
Timotheus, who had remained in Macedonia, arrived, he first 
urged on the Jews with great emphasis the testimony that 
Jesus was the Messiah. And when the Jews withstood and 
reviled him, he shook off the dust from his garments (compare 
xiii. 51) and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own 
heads; I am clear: from henceforth I will go unto the Gen
tiles/' And with these words he departed into another quarter, 
and went to the house of a certain man named Justus, who 
worshipped God, and lived near the synagogue. Here it is 
manifestly the opposition of the Jews which gives the signal 
for the decided resolve to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
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For if up to that time Gentiles as well as Jews had been con

verted (4), this had taken place in the synagogue, and the 

Jewish synagogue still remained as the means of gaining Gen

tiles to go on the way to the Gospel. But as if an outward 

legitimation was needed in order to remove this restriction, 

the vehement energy with which Paul devoted himself to the 

preaching of the Gospel after the arrival of Silas and Timotheus 

at Corinth, would seem to have been absolutely intended to 

call forth an opposition which would authorize him to lay the 

Gospel immediately before the Gentiles, without any further 

regard to the Jews. 

But what fitting reason can we think of for this mode of 

action ? Besides, it would not be of any effect on the unbe

lieving Jews, but among the believing Jews it might very 

easily have had the result of making them fall off from the 

Gospel, as they might have taken offence at the Gospel being 

preached to the Gentiles also. But if this was not to be feared, 

to what purpose was it to wait for a cause to be first given by the 

unbelieving Jews ? W e must even say that here an unworthy 

reason is given by the Apostle for his a7ro<xroX?) slg ra Wvri. 

Either he was convinced, that it was decidedly the will of God 

that the Gospel should be preached to the Gentiles, or not. If he 

really had this conviction, he could not have possibly allowed the 

actual success of his Gentile apostleship to depend upon whether 

certain Jews bore themselves in a hostile and inimical manner 

towards him : even if these feelings had not caused any public 

manifestation of this kind, a great disinclination towards the 

Gospel must have been presupposed to exist on the part of the 

greatest portion of the Jews; if he did not possess this con

viction he could not have gained it by so accidental an occur

rence as the one under consideration. And what can we think 

of the stability of the Apostle's principles, and the searching 

decision of his mode of action, if he had been able to content 

himself with such incompleteness in the most important matter 

of his apostolic office? But the author of the Acts of the 
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Apostles must have considered such an occurrence as this as 

not unimportant with regard to his special design, for he again 

has recourse to it. In Ephesus also, whither the Apostle went 

from Corinth in order to take up his residence there for a 

longer period, the occurrence is again repeated which had 

taken place at Corinth, xix. 8, & c He went into the syna

gogue, and discoursed boldly in order to make converts to the 

kingdom of God. But when some (or as nvlg perhaps ought 

more properly to be taken, certain, special Jews—according to 

the custom now generally recognized of not giving the exact 

names) hardened themselves, and would not allow themselves 

to be instructed, but openly reviled the doctrine—he departed 

from them, separated the disciples, and held his daily discourses 

in the school of a certain Tyrannos, for the space of two years, 

with such success that all the dwellers in Asia, Jew and Gen* 

tile, heard the word of the Lord. Here also a <ric\ripvve<Tdai 

KCU ansiQtivy a KaicoXoyuv rrjv 6§o1>, and indeed evwirtov rov 

ir\i)0ovg, must be brought before the notice of the people, as a 

public testimony, and at the same time in order to establish an 

undeniable case against the Jews, before the Apostle could 

enter on his full apostolic career, and begin his labours as an 

Apostle to the Gentiles. At the close of the Acts of the 

Apostles this scene is again referred to by the Apostle, who 

ascribes great importance to it, and this indeed in Rome which 

is especially worthy of remark from our point of view. As 

soon as the Apostle arrived in Rome (xxviii. 17), his first pro

ceeding was to call together the chief of the Jews, in order to 

lay before them the reason of his imprisonment, and to state 

that it was not on account of having transgressed against his 

nation and the customs of his fathers that he had been de

livered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 

The cause of his imprisonment was the Hope of Israel (the 

belief in the Messiah, which he shared in common with 

all his countrymen.) The Jews declared that they had not 

heard anything disadvantageous to him from Judrca-, and 

22 
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spoke of their desire to hear from him, what he held concern
ing that sect (Christianity), which as they knew, was every
where so specially spoken against. On an appointed day they 
repaired to the Apostle, and in a discourse, which lasted from 
the morning to the evening, he endeavoured to persuade them 
concerning Jesus, " out of the law of Moses and out of the 
prophets:" and some believed his words, and others not. But 
when they did not agree among themselves and departed, the 
Apostle gave them a parting word to this effect: " Wel l spake 
the Holy Ghost by Bsaias the prophet unto our fathers, saying, 
Go unto this people and say, hearing, ye shall hear, and not 
understand, and seeing, ye shall see, and not perceive; for the 
heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed, lest they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with 
their hearts, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
Be it known therefore unto you," says the Apostle in conclusion, 
" that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that 
they will hear it." W e see immediately that the concluding 
declaration is the practical result of the entire transactions 
with the Roman Jews. The step which the Apostle now in
tended to take, of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles must 
be justified by the antagonism of the Jews. But what a want 
of sufficient motive is here! how evidently the opposition of 
the Jews, not amounting to obstinate unbelief, but only to a 
rejection of the arguments advanced, is seized upon as giving 
a reasonable colour to the determination, which without 
such a pretext, would seem to be almost without justification! 
And how does such a representation of the matter agree with 
the circumstances of the Roman Church, as we are made 
acquainted with them in the Epistle to the Romans itself ? 

The most admirable of Olshausen's Commentaries on the 
Epistle to the Romans draws attention to the great difficulty 
which exists in this passage of the Acts of the Apostles with 
regard to its relation to the Epistle to the Romans, which rela-
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tion he justly says, is not sufficiently considered in the investiga

tions into the object of the Epistle to the Romans. " If," writes 

Olshausen,* " we think of the circumstances of the church of 

Rome at the time when the Epistle to the Romans was com

posed, in the light in which they are generally considered, the 

history of Paul in this capital is perfectly inconceivable. The 

Roman Church was divided into two parties, the Gentile and 

the Jewish Christians. The strict Jewish Christians observed 

all the outward law of Moses, with circumcision, Sabbath 

worship, &c. On the other hand, the Gentile Christians were 

free from all this. Must we not necessarily assume from this 

state of things that the Roman Jewish Christians adhered 

to the synagogue in Rome? As in Jerusalem the Jewish 

Christians remained in the temple, and were not released from 

the Jewish observances, so also the Roman Jewish Christians 

would not separate themselves from the synagogue. But now 

let us read the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, xxviii. 1 7 , 

according to which the Christians were utterly unknown to the 

heads of the Roman synagogue, and ask whether, on its own 

showing, this idea has any claim whatever to probability? 

There is no ground for assuming that there was a designed 

concealment; but if this supposition is inadmissible, there 

remains no choice but to say that the heads of the synagogue 

knew really nothing of the Christians in Rome. The speech 

of Paul (xxviii. 17-20) is undoubtedly in an abbreviated form, 

he would have spoken in it of his faith in Christ, as is indicated 

by the mention of the e\x\g TOV 'l<rpar)\. Thereupon the Jews 

said: irepl ri}c aipiorewQ ravrife yvwoTOV i<rnv i)plv, on TravTaypv 

dvTiXiysTai. Would any persons have spoken in this manner 

of a sect which was present before themrand whose disputes 

and struggles were well known ? This would be very difficult 

to show as at all probable! And following on this we have 

the transaction with Paul (xxviii. 23) who, in order to prove 

* la the work already cited.—Introduction, p. 45, &c 

22 * 
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the Messiahship of Jesus, expounded the Scriptures to them 
during the whole of one day. This excited disputes among 
the Jews themselves, which, according to the common view, 
must have been a mere juggling trick, as the Jews must have 
long known about Jesus and decided against him. Only in 
cities where no churches existed do we find Jews so un
prejudiced as these in Rome appear to have been, but where 
through the establishment of a church they had acquired some 
knowledge of the Gospel, they allowed no Christian to preach 
doctrinal discourses. But as there must have been a church 
in Rome, the question arises how this anomalous attitude on 
the part of the Jews can be explained V 

The more pressing is the question here treated of, the more 
desirous we are to get at its solution. The only possible 
explanation of the phenomenon in question is this. " W e must 
suppose that owing to the Jewish persecution under Claudius, 
the Christians in Rome were induced to make their differences 
with the Jews appear in the strongest and clearest light, 
probably in consequence of the influence which the Pauline 
disciples of that time had exercised on the Roman community. 
Four or five years after this persecution of the Jews at the 
beginning of the reign of Nero, Paul wrote the Epistle to the 
Romans. That many Jews at that time may have ventured to 
return to Rome, may have some probability, but those who 
went back must have kept themselves in concealment there, 
and it would have been very natural for the Roman Christian 
Church in its own interest to keep them as much as possible at 
a distance. Even three years later, when Paul went in person 
to Rome, Judaism there cannot have been very important, 
perhaps none of the old members of the Jewish community 
who had lived there before the persecution under Claudius 
had again returned, and the new members may have been 
unaware of the former existence of a Christian Church. Thus 
it may have happened, that in a period comprising eight or 
ten years the Christian Church in Rome may have become 
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completely separated from the Jews there, and in such a 

state of separation do we find it according to this concluding 

account in the Acts of the Apostles." But if this is the 

only solution possible of the enigma, how is it possible to 

overlook so striking a contradiction as that which it meets 

in the Epistle to the Romans itself? A Church, which for 

such a length of time had attracted to itself in so great a 

degree the notice of the Apostle Paul (i. 13, xv. 22,) that 

he himself wished to go to Rome, a Church whose circum

stances appeared important enough to him to require so detailed 

and comprehensive an Epistle, a Church of which he himself 

says, that its faith was known throughout the whole world, 

(tvyapHTTht Tdj> dedj} pov—on 17 iriaTig VJJLWV KaTayyiWerat ev oA«j> 

Koaptyj Romans i. 8. Compare xvi. 19, 17 yap ipCjv iiraKor) 

elg iravrag a^iKero.) Could such a Church tave been so un

known to the Roman Jews, who must have had the greatest 

interest in becoming acquainted with a Christian Church con

sisting for the most part of their own countrymen, and which 

they found established in one and the same city as themselves, 

that they, as is represented in the Acts of the Apostles, could 

speak of Christianity as a matter strange to * them, with which 

until now they had never come into contact, and which was 

only known to them by hearsay ? May we not also meet this 

assertion with the same question which Olshausen asks with 

regard to the commonly accepted view : " Would any person 

have spoken in this manner of a sect which was present before 

them, whose disputes and struggles were well known ? This 

would be very difficult to show as being probable !" Just as 

difficult would it be to make it appear possible that only the 

Jews in Rome had not seen or perceived what every man in his 

sound senses must have seen and perceived, for it lay open 

to all the world, and must have been thoroughly known to all in 

the city. Only two years later, (according to the most generally 

received theory,) occurred the conflagration under Nero, and 

the well known Christian persecution consequent on it. That 
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the Christians were at that time generally known in Rome is 
not shown by this fact only, but by the express declaration of 
the historian: "Nero subdidit reos et quaesitissimi paenis 
affecit, quos, per flagitia invisos, vulgus Christianos appellabat." 
(Tacitus, Annals, xv. 4 4 . ) How then is it possible that two 
years earlier, Christianity could be so unknown in Rome as we 
must assume it to have been according to the narrative in the 
Acts of the Apostles, or how is it possible to suppose that the 
Jews alone were ignorant of what everyone else in Rome was 
acquainted with ? But, as far as regards the Jewish persecu
tions under the Emperor Claudius, on which Olshausen relies 
for his statement, the importance so often attached to it is not 
entirely warranted. That it included not only Jews, but 
Christians also, is of course to be supposed, as at that time no 
distinction could be made between Jews and Christians, and the 
nearer the existing Christian Church in Rome was then to 
the time of its origin, so much the greater would be the num
ber also of its Jewish Christian members. There is no doubt 
that by the " impulsor Chrestus," which acoording to Suetonius 
in the Life of Claudius (chapter xxv.) was the cause of the 
existing tumults on the part of the Jews, we must understand 
nothing else than the Christianity which was then becoming 
known in Rome, and which was received with acceptance by a 
part of the Jews "residing there, giving occasion to restlessness 
and disputes, which existed even in the midst of Roman 
Judaism. It would then be all the more natural, that the two 
contending parties, the Jews and the Christians, would be 
expelled from the city, and we see that Aquila and Priscilla, 
who in consequence of this banishment met with the Apostle 
Paul in Corinth, appeared to be by no means entirely unac
quainted with the Christian faith. (Acts of the Apostles, 
xviii. 2, &c.) But however we may decide on this, the pro
hibition of the Emperor Claudius can only have been of short 
duration, and was attended with no important results. Such 
prohibitions were never very strictly observed in Rome, 
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especially when a change in the government was expected soon 
after their issue. What Tacitus says of the mathematicians 
who were so often expelled not merely from Rome, but from 
Italy, that this < c genus hominem in civitate nostra et retabitur 
semper et retinebitur,"* makes us all the more perceive the 
indulgence shown ^o the Jews; the mild treatment they re
ceived being also observable in the fact, that both Suetonius 
and the author of the Acts of the Apostles, agree in stating 
that they were only banished from tho city of Rome, and not 
from Italy. How easy it must therefore have been for them to 
have returned from the near neighbourhood into the city itself, 
where they always had high patrons and protectors, and at that 
special time had such in Nero and Poppaea.f Some individuals, 
like Aquila and Priscilla, withdrew to a greater distance than 
the prohibition required, and went not only out of Rome but 
out of Italy, and although we find them at a later period still 
absent from Rome, we need not therefore conclude that this 
prohibition still maintained its full power and value. It may 
well be imagined that the more intimately Aquila and Priscilla 
became connected with the Apostle Paul, the less desirous 

* History, i. 22. Under the reign of the Emperor Claudius, Tacitus speaks of a 
" de Mathematicis Italia pellendis factum Senatus Consultum," which is often 
identified with this prohibition against the Jews, as being " a trop et irritum." 

t Compare on this the Programme of Professor C. Cless. Queritur de Coloniis 
Judseorum in JEgyptum terrasque cum JEgypto conjunctas post Mosem deductis. 
Part i . Stuttgart, 1832, page 32, where it is shown that many Jews lived ad slaves 
and freedmen, and in high offices at the courts of princes. Ita in Csesarum aedibus 
Acmen quandam, genere Judaeam, Liriae, servisse, Thallum, Samaritanum, 
Tiberii libertum fuisse scimus j Poppseam, Neronis, qui et ipse Judaeum, quendam 
mimum in deliciis habent uxorum Judseis sacris deditam, gentisque Judaea? fau-
tricem hujus mimi vel famulae Judaea* impulsu mentem hunc in modum flexisse, 
veri non est dissimili." According to Josephus, Antiq. of the Jews, xvii. 5, 7, 
xviii. 6, 4, xx. 8-11, where Poppaea is mentioned as a proselyte to Judaism by the 
expression 9tootfiri$. Josephus relates in his life, chapter iii. that he had become 
acquainted with the Empress Poppaea through a Jewish pipoXoyoQ, who was in 
great favour with the Emperor Nero, and that through her, a Jewish priest who 
had been sent to Rome by the Procurator Felix, had obtained his release, and that 
she had even made him rich presents to enable him to return to his native land. 
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they were to return again to a Church in which without doubt 
an anti-Pauline tendency had early begun to develope itself. 
And finally how decidedly the undeniable existence of a Roman 
Church, not only at the time of the composition of the Epistle 
to the Romans, but (as we cannot avoid supposing,) for a 
series of preceding • years, is shown by the fact that the 
residence of the Jews in the city of Rome at that time was 
no longer attended with any difficulty. It is therefore opposed 
to all historic probability, that in consequence of a past 
interdict of Claudius (which does not in any way justify us 
in speaking of a Jewish persecution under Claudius, as 
Olshausen maintains) and even in the time when Paul came 
to Rome, the number of Jews in Rome was only very small, 
and that the existing relations of the Christian Church in 
Rome, in consequence of this interdict, were in such opposition 
to the Judaism existing there, that Jews and Christians were 
in reality utterly unknown to each other in Rome. If the 
enigmatical phenomenon presented in the account in the Acts 
of the Apostles cannot be explained in this way, another way 
must be discovered. It is simply impossible that in Rome at 
that time such relations should have existed, and such a repre
sentation of the matter can only be explained by a special design 
on the part of the author. After our former investigations we 
can have no doubt with regard to this design. The author of 
the Acts of the Apostles represents the Apostle Paul as work* 
ing with great success in the cause of Christianity, even during 
his Roman imprisonment (xxviii. 30, 31). He must have 
preached Christianity to the Gentiles in Rome as an Apostle to 
the Gentiles. 

But it would seem necessary for him to be authorized 
for this work by a circumstance which would publicly exhibit 
in a striking manner the unbelief of the Jews who were op
posed to the Gospel. Accordingly we find that the affair is 
represented in such a manner as to imply that the Jews in 
Rome now first acquired knowledge of Christianity, and 
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resolved on their disbelief of it. As we have here also a clear 
proof that the author of the Acts of the Apostles, actuated by 
a special interest, gives a wholly inconsistent account of the 
real state of the matter, we must, keeping this interest in view, 
use our judgment in deciding the analogous cases, in which the 
Apostle observed the same course of action with regard to the 
Jews; as these cases are according to our previous investiga
tions highly improbable in themselves, and cannot be brought 
into agreement with the strict limitations which the Apostle 
lays down in his Epistle to the Galatians (chapter ii.) between 
his cnro(TTo\r) elg rd Wvri, and the cnroaroXr) irepiTO/j.r)g> But the 
more earnestly the author of the Acts of the Apostles repeats 
that the Gospel is to be preached to the Gentiles, wholly owing 
to the Jews' own fault, and in consequence of their unbelief— 
and the more evidently he subordinates this statement to his 
special design—the less is it to be mistaken that he unites with 
this statement an apologetic aim in respect to the Apostle Paul 
as an Apostle to the Gentiles, and the more unavoidable is the 
supposition that the author was induced to take this course by 
regard to certain outward circumstances. This is accordingly 
the point in which the Acts of the Apostle coincides with the 
Epistle to the Romans. Both pre-suppose the same circum
stances, and this indeed in that Church which had been in all 
probability, according to the Acts of the Apostles, established 
in Rome. The Pauline author of the Acts of the Apostles, like 
the Apostle himself in the Epistle to the Romans, states in the 
same apologetic manner, that the Gospel is given to the 
Gentiles owing to the fault of the Jews themselves, and in 
consequence of their unbelief. But in order to place this 
fault in a clearer light, and completely to clear the Apostle 
Paul from the reproof which had been made against him in 
this respect, the author of the Acts of the Apostles represents 
the case as though the Apostle had only so far respected 
the Jewish national claim to priority that he transferred his 
attention to the Gentiles when he considered himself justi-
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fied in doing so by having been repulsed by the unbelief 
of the Jews. That which, according to the statement of the 
Acts of the Apostle, is of the last and highest importance, 
which the Jewish Christians would never consent to relinquish, 
that which could not fail to awaken, as soon as the question 
was raised, the greatest anxiety and conscientious scruples in 
the Apostle, is the primacy of his nation above all other nations 
—the national and theocratic prerogative, which he himself as 
a Christian would not allow to be endangered or abridged. 

Before we investigate any further into how the Apostle treated 
this last stronghold of Judaism, we must first have a decided 
idea as to the question who the readers of this Epistle were ? 
After what has been said above, how can we doubt that they 
must principally have been Jewish Christians ? And yet there 
is a general assumption that the Roman Christians must have 
been Gentile Christians. Neander says, in his accustomed 
manner,* " It is very possible that the seed of the Gospel may 
have been brought much earlier to the Jews in Rome by the 
Jewish Christians, as we may conclude from the greeting at 
the conclusion of the Epistle that there were persons in Rome 
who belonged to the oldest Christians, but these certainly did 
not constitute the chief support of the Church, for the greatest 
part undoubtedly consisted of Christians descended from Gen
tiles, to whom the Gospel had to be preached by men of the 
Pauline school, independently of the Mosaic Law, to whom 
Paul, as the Apostle to the Gentiles, felt himself called on to 
write, and to whom, in consideration of his relation to them as 
such an Apostle, he could speak in a freer manner. Similar cir
cumstances to those which were for the greater part found in 
those churches where the Gentile Christian element preponde
rated, existed in this Church, although here a Jewish Christian 
one may also have existed, &c." In spite of all this, the exact 
opposite must be evidently true; no historical proof of it is 
wanting, and it may be gathered from the Epistle to the Romans 

» In the work already cited, page 384. 
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itself, and this not only from the whole tenor of the Epistle, but 
from individual indications contained in it. If we accept,-as I 
maintain we are justified in doing, that the section of the Ro
man Church to which the Epistle is chiefly directed was the pre
dominant party in the Church, we must likewise assume Jewish 
Christians to have constituted the chief part of the Roman 
Church, and this is the more likely as the early origin of a Roman 
Church was manifested by the great number of Jews who were 
in Rome. W e cannot conclude with any certainty, from the 
last chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, that the Gospel in 
Rome was preached by men of the Pauline school; but if we con
clude anything from this chapter, be it genuine or not, we find 
indications of a time in regard to the origin of the Roman Church 
in which a Pauline Christianity did not yet exist, as Andro-
nicus and Junia, the lirlar\fioi Iv roXg aTroaroXotg had been Chris
tians before Paul himself had become one. In fact, the idea to 
which Eichhorn gave currency, that disciples of the Apostle 
Paul had decided influence on the constitution and growth of the 
Roman Church, can only be founded on the general opinion that 
Gentile Christians alone could have constituted the chief party 
in a Christian Church in Rome, the centre of the Gentile world, 
and that the Apostle must have stood in a closer connection to 
the Romans before he would have written in so detailed and 
urgent a manner to them. The Roman Christians would seem 
to have possessed this nearer relation as Gentile Christians only, 
but how could they have been converted to Christianity exoept 
by disciples of the Apostle ? All this becomes worth nothing 
as soon as we relinquish all preconceived notions of the com
position of the Epistle itself. The Epistle to the Romans 
indeed leaves no doubt on the point, that at the period in 
question, not only Jewish but Gentile Christians also belonged 
to the Roman Church, but we do not know in what way they 
were converted, and we only see how in any case they stand in 
a subordinate relation to the principal subject and chief design 
of tho Epistle. From the very circumstanco that the Apostle, 
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when he purposely turned to the Gentile Christians, addressed 
himself to them in such a special manner as he did, (for 
instance, in xi. 1 3 - 2 4 , ) shows that he had not so much care 
for the Gentile as for the Jewish Christians. They are 
brought forward at the conclusion of the chief argument as 
a part of the whole, and appear therefore, (as is indicated also 
by the special address, xi. 1 3 , vplv yap \iyw roig Wvtoiv,) in a 
subordinate relation to the whole, to which subject no such 
special reference was needed. Therefore, although the whole 
concluding section, xi. 1 3 - 3 5 , may be devoted to the Gentile 
Christians, (as is indicated by the repeated ipug, 2 8 , 3 0 , 3 1 , 
and confirmed by the right reading of the section, 2 5 - 2 9 , ) and 
as the main idea, that in spite. of the irwpbxjig dirb pipovg, in 
reference to Israel, and in spite of the ir\ijpu)fjia rwv tOvtov, the 
OVTW wag 'l<rpar)\ awOijaerai, refers not to the Jewish but to 
the Gentile Christians, the address turns back after this section, 
as after a digression, to the especial subject on which it was 
before enlarging.* That the Apostle commenced the com
position of his Epistle with a view to Jewish Christian readers, 
is besides indicated by many minor features, in which may be 
recognized the stamp and general tone of the Epistle ; as for 
instance in the beginning, which is very evidently influenced 
by Old Testament ideas, (evdyyiXiov Oeov, o irpoen-iiyytiXaro Sia 
TWV irpoQriTwv airov Iv ypa<j>alg ayiaig, irtpl rov viov airov TOW 
yevopivov IK airipparog Aa/3i'§, i. 2 , 3.) But what the Apostle 
says in the introduction to his Epistle with regard to his mis
sion of preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, is not to be taken 
with Neander, as meaning that the Apostle says he feels 
himself called to write to the Romans as an Apostle to the 
Gentiles. It cannot be otherwise, (as has also been remarked 
by the better commentators), than that by Wvr\, verses 7 and 1 3 , 

* It is accordingly incorrect for Olshausen to maintain that the Gentile Chris
tians alone were addressed, chap, ix.-xi. They are addressed only, xi. 12-35. How 
such an interpreter of the Epistle to the Romans as Olshausen can maintain that 
chapter ix.-xi, is certainly meant to apply to the Gentile Christians, I am unable 
to perceive. 
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must be understood not only the Gentiles, but the nations gene
rally. The Apostle explains that the reason which prompted 
him to write to the Romans, arose out of the obligation imposed 
on him by his apostolic office, of preaching the Gospel to all 
men without distinction of race or education. If he had in
tended to address the Gentile Christians especially, he would 
have contented himself with simply calling himself an Apostle 
to the Gentiles. On the contrary, he reminds the Jewish 
Christians of the universality of his mission, and states that 
from the wide circle of peoples to which that mission extended, 
the Roman Jewish Christians could not be excluded. In order 
to evade the deduction, that as an Apostle to the Gentiles, he 
stood in no relation to the Jewish Christians, he includes the 
Jews themselves as a distinct people in the general idea of the 
tOvij. He is also desirous of justifying himself to the Jewish 
Christians with regard to the Epistle which he is about to 
write. 

If we now pass on to the main question which still remains 
unanswered, of the relation which the dogmatic portion of the 
Epistle bears to its tendency, as far as this has been explained, the 
problem must only be how to place it under the same anti-
Judaistic point of view. As Judaism, in its claim to the primacy, 
which it considered as its natural theocratic prerogative, and as 
the most inalienable national privilege of the Jews over all other 
nations, brought forward in the most urgent manner all which 
could be said against Paulinism, so the Apostle Paul asserts 
the contrary in the most pointed way; he goes to the deepest 
root of the matter, and the whole dogmatic treatment of the 
Epistle can be considered as nothing but the most radical and 
thorough-going refutation of Judaism and Jewish Christianity. 
How decidedly the principal anti-Judaistic tendency of the 
Epistle is shown in the first chapter, when the Apostle, after the 
statement of his chief subject, contrasts the SiKaioovvt) Oeou IK 
TTiarrewg elg ir'arriv, the righteousness of God, with the unrighteous
ness of man, and represents it as a notorious historical fact 



350 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [FART II . 

that not only was it steadfastly resolved to place Gentiles and 

Jews on a perfect equality; and from the beginning, his argu

ment evidently aims at bringing home to the Jews the con

sciousness of their own unrighteousness, as well as the un

righteousness of the Gentiles. He places the idolatry and 

sinful crimes of the Gentile world in the clearest light, and then 

suddenly turns to the Jews in order to say to them in the 

words contained (chapter ii. 1), that they who judged the 

Gentiles and rejected them as sinners, did the same things 

themselves as the Gentiles did; if they did not actually commit 

the same sins and vices, still they did so virtually, inasmuch as 

the criminality of such modes of action consisted in the fact 

that those who in spite of the better knowledge which, as the 

necessary result of moral fitness, was not even denied to the 

Gentiles (1-19), committed those actions which all knew that no 

one could commit without rendering himself worthy of death. 

Considered in this manner, Gentiles and Jews stand on the 

same footing; if any difference exists, it can only reside in the 

degree of consciousness with which those actions are committed 

which should not be committed, but even this difference results 

to the disadvantage of the Jews. The Gentiles are not wholly 

without law—they have the law of their own conscience; but if 

the Jews in addition to this natural law had the advantage of 

another law, everything of which he boasts, relying on his law, 

speaks against him. The highest advantage of the law is that a 

man may know the Divine Will and can tell whether a thing is 

right or wrong; the Jew is only all the more worthy of punish

ment the more clearly and completely he knows from the law 

what he ought to do, and yet in spite of it does exactly the 

contrary. Whilst therefore the true moral worth of man 

only Consists in practice, in doing what he is conscious he 

ought to do, in this one thing the distinction between Jew 

and Gentile is cancelled, uncircumcision is as circumcision, and 

circumcision is as uncircumcision; from which it follows " that 

he is not a Jew which is one outwardly," but " he is a Jew who 
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is one inwardly in the heart before God" (chapter ii. 1, 29). 
The fresh instance also, which commences (chap. iii. 1) with 
the question, "What advantage therefore hath the Jew V% as he 
is thus obliged to yield up any advantage he had over the Gen
tile through his circumcision, the Apostle answers with fresh 
humility, whilst now by the testimony of the Jewish law itself 
he endeavours to bring the Jew to recognize his own liability to 
punishment. He has in fact no advantage whatever, and there 
still remains the accusation already brought forward and attested 
by the Scripture itself, that Jew and Gentile are both under sin. 
But we know that what is said by Scripture or by the law, is 
said to those who are under the law. Therefore all the passages 
of Scripture complaining of the sins of men refer especially to 
the Jews; and it results from all this that no man can be justi
fied before God on account of works of the law; the law can 
so little produce righteousness, that rather through it do men 
acquire a knowledge of sin (iii. 1-20). If a righteousness be 
granted, it has nothing whatever to do with the law—it is 
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to 
whom man may become united by faith as by the free gift of 
God. Faith alone corresponds to the universal conception of God. 
If men could attain righteousness and salvation through the 
works of the law as the Jews think, who hold circumcision to be 
a saving work of the law, then the Jews alone would possess this 
righteousness, and God would only be the God of the Jews, 
but God is equally the God of the Gentiles as of the Jews. In 
faith, therefore, all difference between circumcision and uncir-
cumcision vanishes, and everything must be referred to faith 
alone (iii. 20-31). But now if faith is opposed to works, and 
together with works considered as the works of the law, the law 
itself comes to nothing; the question arises, in what position the 
law now stands? With this question the Apostle arrives at a point 
from which he no longer argues so roughly and sharply against 
Judaism, and where he assumes a purely negative attitude with 
regard to it. He cannot avoid granting that the Jew has this ad-
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vantage over the Gentile, that he can always appeal to the abso

lute importance of the law, which cannot be simply set aside; 

and therefore the Apostle sets himself to explain the law in such 

a manner, that whilst he recognizes and maintains its absolute 

importance, be also shows, notwithstanding, how the law in 

comparison with faith, has a merely subordinate, relative, and 

negative significance. This is the chief point of view to which 

the Apostle adheres in the address which follows. After having, 

in chapter iv. indicated, with regard to Abraham and David, a 

vofioq TTIGTZWQ (iii. 27) raised above a vofiog cpywv, a righteous

ness obtained by faith as an objective means of salvation 

founded on the law; and in pursuance of his chief idea, after 

having brought forward, in v. 1-11, in one general view the 

greatness of the blessings arising from justification by faith, 

he assumes his highest standpoint in v. 12-21, namely, that of 

its religious historical consideration, in order from this height 

to examine and refute the absolute pretensions of Judaism, as 

well as to lay open to the Judaizers a point of view from which 

their Old Testament Scriptures might most easily be reconciled 

with the new doctrines. The religious teachings of Judaism 

contain, if they are rightly understood, all the essential points 

of the Apostle's doctrines. W e ought to look at the course 

which the history of mankind took from Adam to Christ, with 

special reference to the main idea which is designated in the 

contents of chapter v. 12-21, and then only one scheme of 

salvation is seen as possible for it, namely the Stiecuoow??. It 

is, so to speak, an absolutely necessary condition in the history 

of the world and of revelation, that there is not only a question 

of condemnation to death, but of justification to life, and in 

the scheme of the world which is conditioned by this, the 

whole history of mankind divides itself into two opposite 

periods, each of which contains in itself its own peculiar dis

tinctive principle. But with the same necessity we must main

tain on this objective historical view, that the law and the whole 

scheme of salvation depending upon it belongs to a subordinate 
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stage of religious developments, and that consequently it pos
sesses only a relative importance, and can only hold a negative 
place in regard to what comes after it. In the following sec
tion, where he begins a new train of thought (vi. 1), it is still 
the idea of the law which is pursued in the Apostle's address. 
The law can only be fulfilled by works—but the works which 
the law requires are a moral demand. The Apostle had for
merly shown that the claim made by the law was allowed 
through the works of the law. Now this is no longer the case; 
the contrary state of things rather prevails. Immorality, un
righteousness, sin, so that, as no man is justified through tho 
works of the law, the unrighteousness of men can only bo 
opposed to the righteousness of God, and the opponents of the 
absolute importance of Judaism supported by the law may 
draw from his doctrine of faith in opposition to works, the 
conclusion that he places the idea of the law in contradiction 
to the interests of morality. In order to meet this reproof, 
the Apostle, in chapter vi., takes the exactly opposite stand
point, by maintaining that so little is this the case, that the 
scheme of salvation preached by him is rather the actual 
and radical annihilation of sin. The union with Christ, in 
which the Christian is already so dead to sin that in reality it 
no longer exists for him, makes it actually and morally impos
sible for him to commit sin (vi. 8-23). But, absolutely as tho 
bonds which bind men to sin are loosed by the death of Christ, 
so absolutely is the union with the law also dissolved. Just as 
little as a Christian, as such, is under the dominion of sin, is 
he also under the dominion of the law. Sin and law stand in 
a perfect parallel to each other, and the law can not be moro 
completely overthrown than it is here, when the same thing 
which is said of sin is applied also to the law. If, hitherto, the 
Apostle had denied the efficacy of justification through the 
works of the law, and had said of the law that through it came 
the knowledge of sin (iii. 20)—that the law had multiplied sin 
in the period between Adam and Christ (v. 20), and that now, 

23 
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instead of the dominion of the law, the dominion of grace pre
vailed (vi. 15), so, the two ideas of sin and the law had, in 
their development, now entered into such close relation that 
they might actually be held as identical, and the Apostle, him
self, feels obliged to ask the question (vii. 7), " What shall we 
say then ? is the law sin ?" Here the question about which he 
is at issue with the readers of his Epistle is pursued to its 
sharpest polemic point, but this is a point also, on attaining 
which he must explain more closely the nature of the law. He 
founds the identity which is implied by his words between the 
two ideas of the law and sin, in the fact that he considers the 
difference between what the law is for itself, and subjectively 
for mankind, lies in the whole psychological process, in which 
indeed Judaism and Christianity approach each other as nearly 
as possible—but the limits can never be passed which separate 
the Jew, as such, from Christianity, and which exclude him from 
its blessings as long as he remains a Jew. 

If we refer to the Apostle's entire course of thought, as it 
lies before us in the first eight chapters of his Epistle, how 
can we imagine that the Apostle had any other readers except 
Jewish Christian ones in his mind, or that the chief purport of 
this section was any other than to indicate the opinions and 
scruples which still prevented his readers, as Jewish Christians, 
from giving complete adherence to the Pauline universalism; 
and what else among these opinions and scruples was the 
greatest obstacle, which could with the greatest difficulty be 
set aside, than that which the Apostle makes the chief sub
ject of the rest of his address, namely, that the Jews were 
no better than the Gentiles; that in reality they possessed no 
advantage over them, and that even the law did not justify 
them in giving that absolute importance to Judaism which 
they were willing to ascribe to it ? How earnestly he must 
have entered into a question fraught with such weighty 
interest, not only for himself but for his readers, when in the 
same passage, where he closes the first great division of his 
Epistle with an expression of the most vivid joy, with the 



CHAP. I I I . ] THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 355 

most enthusiastic description of the eternal blessed fellowship of 
the Christian with God and Christ, he adds, with words of the 
deepest sorrow and anxiety, the assurance of his most heart
felt sympathy in the destiny of his countrymen, in the 
great contrast it presented to the reality just described, and 
assures them of his sympathy, inspired by the thought that all. 
this blessedness was lost to those for whom it was principally 
intended. For they are Israelites, all the blessings and riches 
of the religious fellowship of the Old Testament belong to 
them, the adoption and the glory, the covenants and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God and the promises; they 
have Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as their fathers, and from them, 
" as concerning the flesh," came Christ, wherefore " God who is 
over all be blessed for ever." Now, we assume that the same 
thought to which the Apostle here gives the full expression 
of his sympathy, had been present to him from the beginning 
of his Epistle, had decided its whole intention and conception, 
and had been present to his mind throughout its accomplish
ment, we can then penetrate far enough into the motives which 
originated it as to be able to explain it historically. Both 
divisions of the Epistle are connected in the closest manner, so 
far that in each the most essential and most radical questions 
concerning Judaism are treated. That no man can attain 
righteousness by means of works of the law, that the Jews 
have in no degree whatever any advantage over the Gentiles in 
the righteousness that is by Faith, that on the side of the law 
there is only unrighteousness and sin—these subjects form the 
contents of the first eight chapters, and in the three following 
the same claims of the Jews and the Jewish Christians, which 
are set forth in the first part, are combated and refuted only 
with more decided reference to the grounds on which they aro 
founded, and this is done with the greater energy, the more 
that the Apostle has now to treat of the circumstances actually 
existing at the time. If the Jewish exclusiveness had been as 
much as possible overcome, there would still have existed the 

23 * 



356 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PABT I L 

question whether kTr&rrcoiecv 6 Xoyog TOV Otov, ix. 6. The 
ancient promises of God to the nation could not have been so 
completely void as to leave the Jews no national advantage 
whatever over the Gentiles. This is the mildest, the most 
purely theocratic form of the Jewish exclusiveness, confiding in 
the fidelity and truth of God, but all the more decidedly was 
it necessary to weed out from it, although in this form, every 
root of inherent justification. Something there was required 
in which the Jew should have the advantage over the Gentile; 
and what could this be but a righteousness supported on works ? 
But such an one does not exist, there is but one righteousness 
of God exclusive of all human actions. In this line of thought 
the Apostle writes what he intends to be the culminating point 
of his Epistle, in order to carry on his subject dogmatically, 
and to express at the conclusion with the most lively pity 
the conclusion to which he had been led, that under the new 
scheme of salvation appointed by God, those who possessed all 
these national advantages would not be saved. They would 
always possess them; and although, indeed, the word of God 
could never be untrue, his promise never be unfulfilled, this would 
be in a manner totally independent of any human co-operation. 
With what justice could any man relying on the old national 
privileges, trouble himself about the rejection of the nation, to 
take exception at it, and to allow hiniself to be led into error 
by it ? God can do what he pleases through his own free abso
lute will, and the Jews have only themselves to blame if they 
are deprived of salvation, as, without reflecting that the life of 
the law has an end in Christ, they had rejected a scheme 
arranged by God. What accordingly is there to hinder us 
from finding a perfectly satisfactory connection between the 
outward apparent purport of the Epistle and its real inward 
meaning ? The main idea running through its entire extent is 
the absolute nothingness of all claims founded on Jewish ex
clusiveness. The aim of the Apostle is to confute the Jewish 
exclusiveness so thoroughly and radically that he fairly stands 
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in advance of the consciousness of the time, and in the Epistle 

to the Romans we see this idea the more clearly and completely 

carried out the closer the connection is in which its two princi

pal portions stand to each other. 

The parenthetic part of the Epistle, beginning with chapter 

xii., is distinguished by the general moral precepts which are 

principally given in the twelfth chapter, by exhortations to 

obedience, to authority, and to mutual patience with regard to 

certain practices and observances. As far as regards the latter, 

the commentators, as is well known, are in great uncertainty 

with respect to the " weak," who call for especial mention from 

the Apostle in chapter xiv. That this section is to be under

stood as referring to the relation of the liberal Gentile Chris

tians to the fettered and anxious Jewish Christians may be 

correctly assumed; but in order to arrive at a closer know

ledge of the matter, we must come to a more precise his

torical understanding as to the Judaising character of the 

Roman Church. The Roman Jewish Christians, like most of 

the Jewish Christians of the ancient Churches, held more or 

less thoroughly Ebionitish principles.* 

Only in the Ebionites do we meet with the same traits as wo 

must assume to have characterized the Jewish Christians in 

Rome, according to chapter xiv. Those who are designated 

by the Apostle as weak, refrained from eating meat, and eat only 

herbs, (Xaxava, verse 2, as distinguished from icpiag, vegetables 

generally). So also they drank no wine (KOXOV TO pr) <f>ayeiv 

Kpla, firiSl TTUXV olvov, xiv. 21). That the Ebionites on principle 

refused to eat meat we are told by Epiphanius,t and this indeed, 

as they themselves explain, because all meat is created by 

copulation. They also held the eating of meat to be polluting, 

and in this light it must also have been considered by the 

* Epiphanius, Haer. 30. 18, makes Ebion appear as the nominal Founder of the 
Ebionites in Rome as well as in Asia, by his Kripvyfia. 

f Haer. 30. 15. Kai KpeZv, Kai Trdfftjg a\\>/£ idutSrjQ TnQ oapKutv vciroif/-
fiivrjg 'EfSiutv Kai 'Efinavlrai iravrtXHbg airixovrai, did rb IK ovvovoiag Kai 
fiiltwg (jutfiaTa tivai avrd. 
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Boman Jewish Christians, as the Apostle feels himself obliged 
to remind them, ore ovSiv noivbv SI avrov el pri rcf XoyiZopivy ri 
KOIVOV eivaij iicetvy KOIV6V (verse 14) and iravra piv KaOapa aXXa 
KaKov rcf avOp&TTw r<$ Sia irpotTKopparog laQlovri (verse 20). If 
they held flesh as in itself impure, what other reason could they 
give for this impurity but that given by Bpiphanius ? Accord
ing also to the pseudo-Clementine homilies, the unnatural 
eating of meat is of demoniacal origin, and derived from those 
giants who, in accordance with their bastard nature, took no 
pleasure in pure nourishment and only lusted after blood, 
Horn. viii. 15. Therefore the eating of meat is as polluting 
as the heathen worship of demons, with its sacrifices and sacri
ficial feasts, through participation in which a man becomes 
an bpoSlatrog of demons. In the place of the custom of eating 
meat, rejected by .the Ebionites, they introduced eating vege
tables (\axava) o n t y ' Testimony as to this is not wanting. 
In the Homilies, the Apostle Peter, in the description of his 
manner of living which he gives to Clement, says (xii. 6): a pry 
povw KaX IXalaig yjp&pai icai cFiraviwq \a\avoig. If the Apostle 
Peter, for the sake of the higher holiness, dared only seldom 
to eat Aaxara, all the more did it behove the Jewish Christians 
in general to use the same luxury in the same manner. A c 
cording to certain passages in the writings of Clement of 
Alexandria,* the Apostle Matthew and James the Lord's 
brother lived on vegetables only. Not without some show of 
reason is such a manner of living ascribed to both these men. 
Both especially represent the characteristics of the oldest Jewish 
Christian Church, in which the strict Ebionite element was 
far more predominant than is generally supposed. Nothing 
is expressly stated with regard to abstinence from wine, but 

• Clement of Alexandria, Psedag. ii. 1. Mar0aloc, o &TC'6<TTO\OQ airtpparwv, 
Kal ctKpodpvtov Kal \axavu>i>t dviv Kpefiv, i\dfi(5ave. Angustin Adv. Faastum, 
book xxii. 3. Jacobus, frater Domini seminibus et oleribus usus est non carne nec 
yino. The description also which Hegesippus (Eusebius, H . E . ii. 2, 3) gives of 
this James, has quite the skimp of Ebionite thought and manner of living, and it 
is especially said of him, olvov Kal oiKtpa OVK tmtv, ovU tfx^vxov fyayt. 

file:///a/avoig


CHAP. I I I . ] THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 359 

that the stricter Ebionites held the drinking of wine to be 
unlawful, is to be gathered without doubt from the fact that 
according to Epiphanius they celebrated their annual Eucha-
ristic mysteries with unleavened bread and pure water; and the 
Roman Ebionites of the Homilies must also have had this 
custom, as Peter solemnized the Eucharist after the baptism 
with bread and salt only (Horn. xiv. 1). That the Roman 
Jewish Christians, to whom the Apostle is writing, regarded 
certain days under a religious aspect, we see from xiv. 16, 
W e must remember the importance which the Sabbath, and 
new moon, and other days of this kind had among the Jews. 
But it must be expressly remarked of the Ebionites, that next 
to the rite of circumcision, they held the Sabbath festival as 
the most holy Command given by the Jewish religion. There 
is therefore nothing more probable than that the Apostle had 
in his mind the custom which had so long prevailed in the 
Jewish Christian Church of keeping the Sabbath and the 
Passover according to the Jewish manner. 

In the exhortation which the Apostle (chap. xiii. 1) gives to 
obedience to authority, interpreters do not fail, in order to 
explain the persistency and detail with which this is enforced 
and made into a duty, to call to mind the position of the Chris
tians with regard to the power of the State, which from the 
beginning was mistrustful of the new religious community, and 
was influenced in the highest degree by its direct enemies the 
Jews and priests (Acts of the Apostles xvii. 7, xix. 26), and 
had taken every illegal act of its members as a pretext for 
oppressive measures. They also refer to the very conceivable 
fears of the pernicious influence of certain prejudices and errors 
entertained by the newly converted. 

The ordinary Jew would have held the Jewish theocracy only 
for a legitimate government (Deuteronomy xvii. 15) and would 
have reckoned the Gentilo kingdom on the contrary as founded 
and carried on under the influence of the devil (Luke iv. 6, 
Revelation ii., Ephesians iii. 12, John xii. 31) ; he would only 
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obey on compulsion, and especially held the imposition of taxes 

as a robbery of the Temple at Jerusalem (Matthew xxii. 17). 

These fanatic ideas, to which the hope of a Messiah and the 

oppression of the magistrates gave great strength, had made 

the people, especially in Gentile countries, inclined to agitation 

and revolt, of which the capital had shown an example shortly 

before (Acts of the Apostles xviii. 2, and Suetonius, Vita Claud. 

25.) All this indeed is not altogether groundless, but it has 

not any firm historical support. It may serve as a confirma

tion of the view we have here taken, that by it we gain an idea 

of the cause which prompted the Apostle to make such an 

exhortation, as well as a more decided point of view from which 

to consider its tendency. The chief subject of the exhortation 

which the Apostle gives, lies in the proposition that all autho

rity, especially the governing power of the state, is of God. 

This assertion, so universally maintained, seems to pre-suppose 

as universal an antithesis—the opposite view, that the authori

tative power not merely in certain isolated cases but wholly and 

generally, springs'not from God, but from an ungodly source. 

The Ebionites, indeed, entertained this view, although, accord

ing to their dualistic idea of the world, they considered the 

whole present world with all its earthly powers in contradis

tinction to the future, as the kingdom of the devil.* Indeed, 

* Avo TIV&Q (TWHTTUHJiv, says Epiphanius, Haer. 30* 1 6 , IJC 9IOV TtTayfikvovg, 
tva fiiv rbv XOKRROV tva H TOV diafloXov Kal rbv piv XpiGTOV Xiyovvi TOV 
fiiXXovTig aidvoQ tiXriQevai rbv KXrjpov, rbv fik SidpoXov TOVTOV TctTTHTTtvoQai 
TOV ai&va IK irpoaTayrjc dt)9tv TOV iravTOKpaTopoq Kara aiTtjaiv tKarsptov 
avriov. In harmony with this, the author of the Clementine Homilies says. xv. 7 , 
The true Prophet teaches that God the Greater of all things has made two Beings, 
one good and one bad, and also two kingdoms. T o the bad he gave the lordship of the 
present world, with the law that is necessary to punish the ill-doer, and he bestowed 
on the good the future eternal world. But God allows each man to choose freely 
which he will, either the present evil or the future good. Those who choose the 
present world ought to become rich, be content, and enjoy themselves as much as 
they can, for they have no part in the future world. But those who decide for the 
future world must consider nothing as belonging to them in this present world, 
belonging as it does to a strange Ruler; nothing, that is to say, but bread and 
water (according to xii. 6, olives and vegetables, also Xaxuva), and this means 
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we must take this form of Ebionism, which is presented to us 

in the writings of Epiphanius and the pseudo-Clementine 

Homilies, as the only and originally prevailing one among the 

Ebionites; all that was harshest and most prejudicial in Ebion

ism belonged to it in its later aspect as opposed to the Catholic 

Church, and as regards the point in question the similarity 

between the later Ebionites and the Roman Jewish Christians 

does not hold so good. But all the less is it possible to deny, 

without ignoring the limitations which are involved in the 

nature of the case, what great harmony and close relations are 

presented between the view of the world taken by the Roman 

Jewish Christians and that held by the Ebionites. They saw 

in the world which surrounded them, the nearer they approached 

to the seat and centre of the power that ruled it, nothing but 

a principle at enmity with God, and striving against him, and 

therefore they submitted themselves to the ruling powers of 

the state, not under the idea that even in outward appearance 

anything good and divine, any decree ordained b y God could 

be recognized in that most ungodly power, but they submitted 

with inward unwillingness and opposition, as though they were 

only restrained from rebellion against an adverse power of 

evil, by fear of material violence. To this we owe the ex

pression of the Apostle's opinion, that there exists a moral 

necessity for submitting to authority, not merely for fear of 

punishment, inasmuch as refusing to submit would be a matter 

of absolute impossibility, but with the inward conviction of the 

right which submission had on its side : (avayicri vwoTaaaeaOati 

ov povov Sia rrjv dpyfjv, aXXa Kal Sia rr)v avveffiriaav), that the 

cause of fear was not to be sought in authority itself, as 

such, as if in its principle it were a hard adverse power, but 

in the moral relations of the subjects which came under its 

jurisdiction : (oi yap ap\ovTeg OVK UCF\ <[>6f$og rwv ayaOtov tpytov 

of subsistence they must win by the sweat of their brow, because no man ought to 
take his own life. The children of the future world are therefore in this present 
one, in the forbidden kingdom of a monarch at enmity with them. 
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aXXa TWV KaKU)V* OiXetg Si, pr) tyofitioBai rr\v eZovalav ; TO ayaObv 
iroUt, 3 , compare 4) that men are not to look upon authority as 
something evil in itself, objectionable, abhorrent, as a diabolic 
power simply adverse to God (oi yap iariv iZovcria, el pi) OTTO 

Oeov—Otov yap Statcovog lori, <roi elg ayadov, verses 1 -4 ) . Only 
if we may suppose that in the view combated by the Apostle 
there existed so harsh a contrast, the antithesis, that in the prin
ciple governing the world and exercising its power in the 
existing civil authority, there was to be found nothing divine, 
but something wholly earthly and devilish—we can quite 
understand why the Apostle, leaving all the other questions, 
on which we should have imagined he would have enlarged in 
an address concerning the relations of subjects to the higher 
powers, should confine himself to one chief general point, to 
which no exception could be taken: oi—eariv l£ov<ria el pi) 
OTTO Otov. This negative form of the main idea, shows how he 
kept in mind the maintenance of the antithesis that authority 
is not of divine but ungodly origin. If this position is in no 
case tenable, except on the hypothesis of an absolute dualism, 
what therefore can authority be cl pr) OTTO Otov ? This is the 
negative position, which has to be maintained against oppo
nents. Authority is not of the Devil—the affirmative directly 
states : it is of God. Only in this connection can we under
stand the strict, absolute, universal sense in which the Apostle 
recognizes a divine appointment in the actual existing authority, 
even in the case of a Nero as ruler. This position is, therefore, 
really true, as the truth which lies at its foundation pre-sup-
poses that the power ruling the visible world cannot be an evil, 
ungodly principle. According to the Ebionites indeed the 
Devil can only be commissioned to carry on the government 
of the Aeons, IK Trpo<jTayr\g TOV navroKparopog—but it is also 
true, that in this direct government entrusted to the Devil, a 
great predominance is conceded to dualism, and how easily 
may the great idea of monotheism have thus become secondary 
to that of dualism, at least in the consciousness of ordinary 
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Christians. W e can the less avoid the theory of the harmony 

between the Jewish Christian view of the world which is com

bated in the Epistle to the Romans, and the views of the 

Ebionites, as the author of the Clementine Homilies himself, 

from his dualistic point of view, gives a fresh reading of the 

advice contained in the Christian command, rather to suffer 

wrong than to do it. This reading consists in the idea that 

those who had chosen the future world might still enjoy many 

things in the present one, in which they are placed in connec

tion with evil-doers, for instance, life and light, bread and 

water, and other things which really did not belong to them, 

whilst the children of the present world have no part in the 

future one, so that those who suffer unjustly are really those who 

act unjustly, and those who act unjustly are those who suffer 

unjustly (Horn. xv. 8). How could the Apostle, if the Ebionites 

thought thus, have felt himself obliged to caution the readers of 

his Epistle against the avriTarreaOai ry Uiovalq ? But this we 

cannot suppose to have been a prevailing view of life, and 

such a recommendation and reading of the command rather to 

suffer injustice than to do it, as we find it in these Homilies, 

can only justify us in the supposition that they have found a 

place in them because the author, writing in the Ebionite 

spirit, must have been as far from considering them super

fluous, as does the Apostle in his exhortation given in the 

Epistle to the Romans. 

There is nothing more natural than that a spirit of opposi

tion so deeply grounded, so essential, should be always threat

ening to break out in actual reaction. Accordingly, everything 

here seems to speak of a dualistic view of life, closely related 

in its principles to a later form of Ebionism, and which is 

represented as being held by the Roman Jewish Christians, 

and this appears the less strange, as dualism in the civil life 

stands in a very natural connection with the view which recog

nizes in the natural life also, an impure, demoniacal, cohtradip-

tory principle, inciting to enormous crimes, compare xiv. 14-20. 
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But, it is objected that if the Apostlo had had such opponents 
as those in his mind, his argument would have been a com
pletely different one. W e must suppose, says Neander (in the 
work already cited, page 394, &c,) that these persons had gone 
so far as to declare tho eating of meat to be something plainly 
sinful, and this they would not have done, unless they had been 
in agreement with a decided dualistic theosophy. But Paul 
would not have treated such a view with such tolerance. It 
certainly cannot be imagined that Paul would only have treated 
such people as these as " weak ; w so much forbearance towards 
them indicates, that he did not feel inclined to carry on a 

further opposition to the tone of thought which lay at the 
foundation of this standpoint. If we do not assume that a 
consciously expressed dualism, which he was bound to combat, 
lay at the foundation of these opinions, still he would not have 
taken so mild and indulgent an attitude towards an ascetic 
pride of this kind, which in any case stood in such harsh con
tradiction, as well to the nature of his doctrine of justification, 
as to the nature of Christian humility. This opinion is 
strengthened, when we see this tendency connected with a 

dualistic view of the world, referring all earthly authority to an 
evil principle. Notwithstanding I cannot concede any great 
weight to this objection. It is in itself a doubtful matter to 
decide how the Apostle would have argued against his opponents 
under certain circumstances. If once the supposition is suffi
ciently established on historical grounds, that the readers of his 
Epistle entertained certain and decided views and principles, 
we must also be convinced that the Apostle's argument would 
contain matter which would be the most to the point under the 
given circumstances. For, on the very uncertain data which 
are commonly presented to us in these cases, to enable us to 
see clearly into the various circumstances, and matters which 
have to be taken into consideration, who can so confidently 
weigh one thing against another as to be able to say with 
certainty, that in this, and in no other way must the Apostle 
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have expressed himself? The chief point is only, that what 
the Apostle really did say suits the supposition and brings 
forward an essential crisis in the matter under consideration. 
How clearly this is the case with the question before us ! 
How decided are the antitheses which the Apostle places before 
the narrow conceptions and perverted principles of his readers, 
how strikingly is the almost self-evident critical point of tho 
affair brought under the influence of Christian consciousness ! 
But should it be said that if the Apostle had such opponents in 
view, he ought to have kept a sharper eye on their peculiar prin
ciple of dualism, it would be necessary not only that the Apostle 
should enter, as he does no where else in his Epistle, on a course 
of speculative ideas, which lie outside the direct sphere of Chris
tian faith, but it would also be presupposed that the theoretic 
side of the dualistic view of the world entertained by the Roman 
Christians ought to have been represented in a decided and 
characteristic manner. But although at that time a certain 
speculative view of the world may perhaps have existed in an 
undeveloped state among them, they manifested only their prac
tical side in their relation to certain relations of life. The Apostle 
does not conceal that he does not hold as objectively correct the 
views entertained by the Jewish Christians, which restrained 
them from eating meat and drinking wine, and pointed out 
vegetables alone as pure and lawful food; he expressly calls 
these Christians " weak," and strictly forbids them to pass a con
demnatory sentence on those who do not share their opinions 
as to eating and drinking, (xiv. 1.) The stronger brethren 
also he exhorts not to judge of, and treat their weaker brethren 
in a depreciatory manner on acoount of their narrow-minded 
views. After these exhortations to each party, having for their 
especial aim to represent the affair objectively considered as 
one indifferent to the Christian faith, in so far as no man has 
any right to exalt himself into a judge and ruler over others, or 
to interfere in a matter which does not concern him; and after 
stating indeed that a man is not his own master, but belongs to 
Christ, and all things of this kind are of importance only in the 
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absoluto relation which each man knows how to give to them, 
according to his conviction with regard to Christ, the Apostle 
comes, in verse 13, & c , to the subjective side, and shows how 
important it is that a man should give no cause of offence to 
his brother, guch a cause of offence could only be given by 
those more liberally-minded brethren if, by the manner in which 
they made no allowance for the narrowness and timidity of the 
weaker ones, they placed an obstacle in their way, thereby 
either exposing them to a condemnatory sentence, or making 
them act against their conscience. For this reason the Apostle 
exhorts the liberal-minded Gentile Christians, al $e Sia (ipwpa 
6 aStXQog GOV Xvirurai—fifj Tt$ fipwpart <rov IK&VOV iurroXXve 
—prj IvtKtv (Spdjparog KaraXve rb epyov rov Otov—K'aXbv T O prj 
Qaytiv Kpia, priSl melv o7vov, & c , he also exhorts them at 
the same time to eat no meat and drink no wine, and thus 
to accommodate themselves to the scruples of the Jewish 
Christians. But yet this exhortation is not to be under
stood as if he wished to lay on the Gentile Christians the 
obligation to adopt the principles of the Jewish Christians with 
regard to eating and drinking; what he intends to say, as far 
as we can judge from the whole aim and connection of his 
exhortation, is only this; he is desirous to prevent this 
question of eating and drinking from becoming an obstacle 
and cause of offence, but it by no means follows that the Gen
tile Christians, as long as they did not give any occasion for 
excitement and anger to the Jewish Christians, should not go 
on rejoicing in their own freedom. Although this is the 
general mode in which the Apostle deals with such questions 
as this he is all the more careful to do so in writing to the 
Roman Church, as he is so desirous of doing away with every
thing which might be prejudicial to the unity of the Church, in 
the mutual relations of the Jewish and Gentile Christians, 
which, to attain that end, ought necessarily to be friendly ones. 
The more solemn the truths which he had to present to the 
Jewish Christians here, and even the more that he seemed to 
give a preference to the Gentile Christians by thus combating 
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the claims and prejudices of the Jewish Christians—the more 

is ho obliged to oppose the over self-appreciation of the Gentile 

Christians, and to remind them of the duties which they were 

to observe in their intercourse with the Jewish Christians. 

How energetically (xi. 18, fir) KaraKav\(o TCJV icXaSwv, &c.) he 

speaks of the arrogance which he may easily understand to 

have existed among the Gentiles, on account of the advantage 

which would seem to belong to them on account of their 

reception into the kingdom of God 1 W e must judge also of 

the section, xiv. 13-23, from the same point of view. 

There is besides an ancient authority in favour of the theory 

of the Judaistic character of the Roman Church, that of a com

mentator, whose works are added to those of Ambrose.* With 

the view of explaining the circumstances of the Roman Church 

from its establishment, ut rerum notitia habeatur plenior, prin-

cipia earum requirere, the author of this Commentary remarks 

on the introduction to the Epistle to the Romans: Constat 

temporibus Apostolorunf Judaeos propterea; quod sub regno 

Romano agerent; Romas habitasse, ex quibus hi, qui crediderant, 

tradiderunt Romanis, ut Christum profitentes legem servarent. 

Romani autem, audita fama virtutem Christi, faciles ad creden-

dum fuerunt, utpote prudentes nec immerito prudentes, qui 

male inducti (so far as they were converted by Jewish Christians) 

statim correcti sunt (through the Epistle of the Apostle) et 

permanserunt in eo. Igitur ex Judasis credentes et improbe 

sentientes de Christo legem servandam, dicebant quasi non 

esset in Christo salus plena. Ideo negat illos spiritualem 

gratiam consecutos. Hi ergo ex Judaois ut datur intelligi, 

* To the works of Ambrose (in the Benedict. Edition, Vol. iv. appendix, p. 33 f. 
there are added Comraentaria in xiii. Epistolas Paulinas. Augnstin, who cites a 
passage from this Commentary (contra duas Epist. Pelag. iv. 7), names as the 
author one Hilarius, who apparently was a deacon of the Roman Church in the 
time of the Roman Bishop Damasus in the middle of the 4th century. In any 
case the Commentary seems to be of very early date, and to have been written by 
an author acquainted with the circumstances of the Roman Church, 
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crcdentes Christo non accipiebant, Denm esse de Deo, putantes 
uni Deo adversam* quamobrem negat illos spiritualem Dei 
gratiam consecutos, ac per hoc confirmationem eis deesse. 
Hi (Jewish Christians of this kind), sunt, qui et Galatas sub-
verterant, ut a traditione Apostolorura recederent, quibus ideo 
irascitur Apostolus, quia, docti bene, transducte fuerant, 
Roraanis autem irasci non debuit, sed et laudare fidem illorum, 
quia nulla insignia virtutem videntes, nec aliquem Apostolorum, 
susceperant fidem Christi, ritu licet Judaico, in verbis potius 
quam in sensu, non enim expositum illis fuerat mysterium 
crucis Christi. Here also the author shows how completely he 
was aware of the most critical point of the distinction^ between 
Pauline and Jewish Christianity. The death of Christ pos
sessed no essential importance for all Jewish Christians, as it 
is only mentioned once in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, 
(Horn. iii. 19.) Propterea quibusdam advenientibus, qui recte 
crediderant, de edenda carne, et non edenda: (the author seems 
to refer not merely to the participation in the Gentile sacrificial 
feasts,) qusestiones fiebant, et utrumnam spes, qua3 in Christi 
est sufficeret, aut et lex servanda esset. In the same reference, 
page 38, 39, to Romans i. 10 and 13, it is remarked: Carnalem 
illos sensum assecutos significat, quia sub nomine Christi non 
ilia, quae Christus docuerat, fuerant assecuti, sed ea, quae 
fuerant a Judaeis tradita. Si autem cupere citius venire, ut 
ab hac illos traditione abstraheret, et spirituale illis traderet 
donum. Hinc datur intelligi, superius non fidem illorum 
laudasse sed facilitatem et votum circa Christum: Christianos 
enim se profitentes, sub lege agebant simpliciter, sicut illis 
fuerat traditum. Propositum et votum secum ostendit quod 
quidum scire illos non ambigit per eos fratres, qui ab Hieru-
salem vel confinibus civitatibus causa suae religionis ad urbem 

* For a long period afterwards the Jewish representation of the person of Christ 
was the prevailing one in the Roman Church. The Unitarians, at whose head 
stood Artemon, relied for their doctrine on the ancient mode of teaching of the 
Roman Church, and the doctrine in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, that Christ 
was God of God, was considered as in opposition to the Jewish Monotheism. 
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(this genuine Roman description of the city of Rome indicates 
with great certainty a Roman author of this Commentary), 
veniebant, sicut Aquila et Priscilla, votum ejus insinuantes 
Romanis. Cum enim saepe vellet venire et prohiberetur, sic 
factum est, ut scriberet epistolam, ne din in mala exercitatione 
detenti, non facile corrigerentur. Et fratres eos vocat, non 
solum, quia renati erant, sed et quia inter eos licet pauci qui 
recte sentirent. 

The author, as is made clear by these last remarks, by no 
means holds the view which the more modern commentators 
suppose to have prevailed for a long period on this subject, 
namely, that the Apostle wrote to the Romans as to a 
Church on friendly terms with him. It ought rather to be 
considered that he wrote to them as to opponents, or as 
to those who now were to be brought for the first time to 
the true Gospel faith, and according to the contents of the 
Epistle itself, and the entire aspect of the circumstances of the 
Roman Church, this theory ought undoubtedly to be entertained. 

The last two chapters of the Epistle deserve a special critical 
consideration. Manifold objections have been taken to them, 
and many things in them have been found strange. One of 
these is the Doxology, which occurs very abruptly not only at 
the end of chapter xvi, and after the concluding benediction, 
but which, according to ancient authority, was also placed at the 
end of chapter xiv: and the contents of chapter xvi. also, with 
regard to which, the remarks made by Origen cannot be left un
noticed, that the two last chapters are wanting in Marcion! * 
Although this may be ascribed to the well-known arbitrary 
mutilation which, according to the assertion of the Fathers 
of the Church, Marcion allowed himself to make use of, 
with regard to the writings of the New Testament, yet the 

• A t the end of the Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (Libr. x. 43) on 
the Doxology, xvi. 25-27, he says: Caput hoc, (the Doxology) Marcion a quo scrip
tural evangelic® atque apostolicse interpolate sunt, de hac epistola penittis abstulit 
et non solum hoc, sed et ab eo loco, ubi scriptum est: Omne autem quod non est 
ex fide, peccatum est. (Romans xiv. 2 3 ) , usque ad finem cuncta dissecuit. 

24 
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supposition is in itself perfectly probable, that he may not 

have found these two chapters in the manuscripts of which 

he availed himself. But far more important than all the 

suspicions attached to isolated passages and urged with 

regard to them, is something else, which ought to be looked 

on from another standpoint, and in a more decided light 

than is generally done, namely, the contrast in which these 

two chapters stand to the whole character and contents of the 

Epistle. The section, xv. 1-13, contains nothing which the 

Apostle has not already said better than he does here in 

xii. 1, &c. To what purpose should he go back to exhorta

tions already given, and that indeed in a tone which we do not 

perceive any where else in the whole Epistle; only on one 

theory can such a recurrence seem desirable, and that one in 

which everything is evidently referred to the Jewish Christians. 

How palpably the Messianic passage quoted, v. 3, is utilized 

in order to appeal to the whole Old Testament for a confirma

tion of the good doctrine which is given. How can we 

imagine that the Apostle, in an Epistle of such a nature, and 

after all that had passed on the subject, would make such a 

concession to the Jewish Christians as to call Jesus Christ a 

minister of the circumcision to confirm the promises* of God 

made unto the Fathers.* The series of Old Testament passages 

commencing in verse 9, is also introduced for the purpose of 

pacifying the Jewish Christians as much as possible with regard 

to the admission of the Gentile Christians, which is here ex

clusively represented to the Jewish Christians as an act of 

grace, ra Si Wvr\ virep l\lovg So£a<xat rov Oebv, verse 9, The 

* Olshausen remarks on xv. 7, 8, the Apostle represents the relation of Christ 
to the Jews as a necessary one, in a peculiar manner; according to which God was 
obliged to send Christ to the Jews on account of his promises to the Fathers for 
his Truth's sake, but Christ was preached to the Gentiles out of mere pity and 
mercy. The whole of this representation must naturally be understood by KCLT 
avOpwwov, for in chapter x. Paul reproves the Jews for thinking God owed them 
any grace. But is it then so natural to make the Apostle speak merely e a r 9 

dvOpujirov, i e. the exact opposite of what he had before said? 
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author may have had before him the passages ix. 2 4 - 2 9 , but 
this similarity shows precisely the difference between the mode 
of argument in these passages. In chapter ix. 2 4 , the Apostle 
is pursuing a masterly argument in connexion with the adop
tion of the Gentiles, and the justification of the consequent 
exclusion of a part of the Jews from the Old Testament pro
phecies; but here, in chapter xv. 9 - 1 2 , there is a mere accu
mulation of Old Testament passages, according to which the 
Jewish Christians in their behaviour so little answered to the 
T O avrb Qpovelv iv aWfiXoig Kara Xpiarov 'Irjtrovv, and to the 
bpoOvpaSbv iv ivl aropari So£a£f£i> rbv Otbv, Kal iraripa rov K. fi* 
I . X/)., that they had again to be reminded that in the Old 
Testament itself the calling of the Gentiles to a common wor* 
ship with the Jews had been proclaimed. Still more are we led 
to wonder in what follows, how the Apostle could think in this 
way to excuse himself for writing to the Romans. If indeed 
the Roman Christians, to whom the Epistle is addressed, were 
not merely so thoroughly well intentioned, but also so filled with 
all knowledge, and so fitted to admonish themselves, as the 
Apostle declares to be his conviction in verse 1 4 , it would in fact 
be merely superfluous to have written such an Epistle. That 
irvevpariKov \apiapa also, i. 1 1 , which the Apostle wished to 
impart to them in order to establish their belief, could not have 
been wanting to them, as spirituality is the very essence of 
such knowledge as he declares them to possess. It therefore 
could only be considered as a captatio benevolentise when 
he asserts this to his readers; and it must have been in 
the same frame of mind, that he called his Epistle in certain 
respects a great act of boldness, for which he had to excuse 
himself, and for which he did excuse himself, inasmuch as he 
had committed it as one who, on account of the grace of God 
which was given him, was enabled to put them in mind that 
he, as a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, was chosen to 
the priestly office as a preacher of the Gospel. He also refers 
to his mission to the Gentiles, and whilst (as he declares in 

2 4 * 
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verse 18) he will not dare to write anything falsely of what 
Christ had wrought by him, of what in fact was not wrought 
by him but by others, his entire apology is aimed to meet 
the supposition that he had assumed to himself something 
to which he was not entitled in his preaching of the Gospel, 
whilst his principle had especially been not to s e build upon 
another man's foundation," verse 20. But what caused him to 
endeavour to ward off the appearance of such an assumption 
is nothing else than the Epistle to the Roman Church itself, 
that roXptiporepov iypaxpa, to which he had been forced by 
the pressure of circumstances, and in the course of his mis
sionary calling (23). When once this bold Epistle had been 
written, it seems to the author of chap. xv. that he can only 
remove the bad impression by representing the Apostle as de
claring that he is aware he ought' to keep within the limits of 
his missionary sphere, and that he had entered into these relations 
with the Roman Church in the efforts he made to keep within 
these limits. With this aim the Apostle (verse 19) mentions the 
Bphere of his activity as extending from Jerusalem into Uly-
ricum; but how can we suppose that the Apostle himself dated 
the starting point of his apostolic course from Jerusalem, and 
then in order to establish this as certainly as possible, 
strangely enough included in the Jerusalem circuit, Arabia, 
Syria, and Cilicia, which countries, according to his own 
assurance (Gal. i. 22), he visited on his mission of preaching the 
Gospel ? Is not this too evidently a concession made to the 
Jewish Christians, according to whose views every preacher of 
the Gospel ought to start from Jerusalem only ? Commentators 
do not know what they should understand by this Illyricum— 
there is no trace whatever of any journey of Paul's in that rude, 
inhospitable land, which was then still inhabited by barbarians. 
One would rather suppose the Apostle to have mentioned, 
merely in an oratorical manner, the country at whose borders 
he had arrived in one of his Macedonian journeys, than 
that he adopted the political meaning which in common par-
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lance the Romans gave to Illyricum, as the boundary between 
the Bast and West. By these two defined boundaries, 
Jerusalem and Illyricum, as well as by the expression 
KeirXripajKEvai TO evayyiXiov XQKTTOV (which can only be under
stood as stating that he had planted the Gospel in that whole 
district), the Apostle's task is represented as lying entirely in 
the East. This is referred to in what the Apostle says in con
tinuation, that in " these parts," i. e. in the East, there was no 
more room to preach the Gospel, for all places were so filled 
with the Gospel preached by him, that he had nothing more 
to do. But we may well ask how the Apostle could say 
this? and after all the attempts which have been made to 
explain it, no reasonable answer cau be found. But is it not 
clear that the Apostle must only have represented his mission 
in the East, as so completely accomplished, in order from the 
threshold of his passage into the West, to make this step 
appear as one to which he was necessarily forced by the nature 
of the case, and thus obtain the best justification for writing to 
the Roman Christians ? 

He stands now on the borders of the West, and can only in 
the West find a wider sphere .of action; but why does he here 
at the same time speak of being bound in honour only to preach 
the Gospel in those places where Christ was " not named ?" 
W h y does he arrange to go to Rome, where for many years he 
had had a great desire to go, but yet only propose to accom
plish this visit on his way to distant Spain ? Does it not seem 
as if there were here drawn a geographical line between two 
apostolic spheres of action, and that Rome and Italy with the 
countries near them were to be considered as an ecclesiastical 
province, in which the Apostle could only appear as a passing 
traveller, to avoid the suspicion of being officially in a strange 
territory ? 

The author of chapter xv. represents Rome and Italy and the 
bordering countries as being under another apostolic authority 
whose sphere was extended far enough for the Apostle to be 
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obliged to reach Spain in order to find a country in which he 
Would be at liberty to act as an Apostle to the Gentiles, and 
was certain not to build on the foundation of others, nor to 
intrude into ground already appropriated. Although Gaul at 
that time was still an unconverted country, it was considered, as 
we find in the later traditions respecting its conversion, as a 
country so closely connected with, and belonging to the Boman 
Church, that the Apostle could merely pass through it on his 
journey. Only by a man so completely Pauline as the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles, could the Apostle be made to speak 
and act in such a manner as this—an author who has no scruple 
whatever in representing his Apostle as making all kinds of con
cessions to the Jewish Christians. In this way he is allowed to 
take his stand with the other Apostles, if not as one of equal 
pretensions, still as a preacher of the Gospel, or as a Xeirovpybg 
'Iqaov Xpiarov tic ra Wvr\, as he is called in verse 16 , with an 

evident design to avoid calling him by the name of "Apostle," 
which name had not yet been granted to Paul by the Jewish 
Christians. All this, undoubtedly, was meant to serve as an 
apology for the To\pr\p6repov iypaxpa, but could it have entered 
into Paul's head to make any apology at all for his Epistle ? If 
he really believed, according to the opinions ascribed to him 

' (verse 20), that his field of work lay exclusively in the Gentile 
world, he would never have conceived the idea of writing an 
apostolic Epistle to the Romans. For what was it but an 
oiKoSoptiv €?c dWoTpiov OtplXiov, for him to write an Epistle of 
such a nature as this Epistle to the Romans to a Jewish Chris
tian Church not founded by him, and this indeed with the view 
of establishing it in Christianity by imparting to it such a 
TrvBvpariKov \apKjpa, i. 1 1 , or rather with the purpose of raising 
it from a state of dependence on Judaism to one of really evan
gelical Christianity ? Whether this instruction was conveyed 
by word of mouth or by letter the essential principle was the 
same. In either case the Apostle would have acted in a manner 
which, judging by the principles enunciated by himself, could not 

file:///apKjpa
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be brought into harmony with his apostolic mission. Is this pro^ 
bable ? and why does he express himself in this manner at the 
conclusion of his Epistle, and not at the beginning ? Does not 
the commencement of the Epistle come into complete antago
nism with the end, when in the commencement the Apostle 
does not express the least anxiety with regard to his justifi
cation in writing such an Epistle, but declares it to be his 
duty to work without making any exception, and without re
gard to any distinction of nationality or cultivation, among 
all peoples—the iOvrj, to which idea he gives the widest mean
ing ? It is impossible that the Apostle should have fixed on 
such an excuse for his Epistle. A further ground of doubt 
with regard to the genuineness of these chapters, is the relation 
in which they stand to the second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
especially to the passage, x. 13-18. Here we have the original, 
from which the unknown author has borrowed the material for 
this supplement to the apostolic Epistle. Both extracts agree 
so completely, both in contents and expression, that we can 
only ask whether it is probable that the Apostle here makes 
use of what he had at an earlier period said to the Corin
thians, or whether another person has done so. As the subject 
of the whole passage, 2 Cor. x. 13-18, is the KavyaaQai, so the 
Apostle in Romans xv. 17, speaks also of his icavxnvtQ iv Xptario 

ÎTJO-OV, referring to r a irpbg TOV Qebv, and as in 2 Cor. xii. 12, 
he says, r a aripeia TOV aVporoAOV Karupya<rQr\ Iv eriptiotg Kal 
Tipaai Kal Svvapem, so in Rom. xv. 18, he will not dare to say 
anything respecting wv ov KOTHpyacraTO Xptarbg Si9 epov \6ycp 
Kal ipyq (compared Cor. x. 11) Iv Svvapu crripeiwv Kal TEparwv, 
Iv Svvapu irvzvpaTOQ ayiov. The chief point of the parallel, 
however, lies in Romans xv. 20, where, from the words of the 
Apostle that he is tpiXortpovpevog tvayyeXlZtaOai ov% OTTOV 

wvopaaQt) XpiffTog "va pr) Itr* dXXorpiov OeptXtov oiKoSopio, it is 
very clearly shown that what he lays down as his rule, 2 Cor. 
X . 16, tig TO. virepiKtiva ipwv OVK IV aXXorpiti) Kavovi tig r a troipa 
Kavxjl)oaoQai9 or as he, in verse 15, says in the same sense, ov 
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KavydaOai Iv iWorploig Koiroig. In this last passage, the 
Apostle speaks of his Kavxd<rOai} founded on the objective 
success of his labours, in opposition to the vain, empty, aimless, 
subjective, arbitrary KavxdtrOai of his opponents, which is only 
a KavxdvOai Iv aWorploig ICOTTOIC. They make the labours of 
other men the subject of their own boasting—selfishly intrude 
on his apostolic province, appropriate to themselves what he 
had achieved in the preaching of the Gospel, and give them
selves out to be the peculiar founders of the Corinthian Church, 
just as if he had never been in Corinth at all. In opposition 
to this, he declares that it is not his way to boast of himself at 
the expense of others, as where others had already laboured to 
achieve work different from his, he always adhered to his rule to 
remain within the limits of the sphere of action allotted to him 
by God, and hopes through the increase of faith in the Corin
thian Church to become so great in his own line that he may 
even have an abundance, so that he may preach the Gospel even 
beyond Corinth, without boasting " in another man's line made 
ready to his hand." The Apostle, in Romans xv. applies the 
rule for his apostolic labours in such a manner that he declares 
himself as only justified in going to Rome because he would 
have to pass through it on his journey. He even confesses, 
that he shall go to Rome only as a passing visitor, in order that 
he may have the company of the Romans on his further jour
ney, and be brought on his way by them, as soon at least as 
he had enjoyed their company as much as was possible under 
the circumstances, verse 24 (— lav vpwv irpwrov airb pipovq 
lpir\r\oQw.)* He would also only go to Rome in order that he 
might continue his journey further—but whither then did he 
intend to travel ? In order to go as far as possible from the 
neighbourhood of Rome he intended to go to Spain. This 
journey of the Apostle into Spain, is in fact one of the most 
improbable things that has ever been introduced into the his-

* " No*i quantum vellem, sed quantum licebit," as Grotius strikingly puts the 
sense of this passage. 
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tory of his life. No one else says anything about it, and if 
this passage is the only testimony in favour of its occurrence, 
nothing can be more doubtful than the supposition that the 
Apostle ever entertained the idea of such a journey. W e must 
consider what motive he could have had for such an intention. 
Because the Apostle had so filled the East with his preaching, 
that he could not remain in it without being idle, and because 
if he went to Rome he would be in a place where he could 
not remain without building on another man's foundation, 
nothing remained but that he should go to Spain ! How 
completely without motive all this is. W h y then had he so 
great a desire to go to Rome, if, as he himself is obliged to con
fess, he has nothing at all to do there, but must appear as a 
stranger, and even more as perhaps as an unwelcome guest ? A s 
the author of chapter xv. does not give a very clear idea of this 
journey into Spain, we may explain his composition by the 
original passage in the Epistle to the Corinthians and thus get 
at the exact truth of the matter. The Apostle writes to the 
Corinthians, x. 15, 16, " I hope tig ra virtpiKtiva VJJLCJV tvayytXl-
ZeoOat." He speaks here also of his intention, to extend his 
missionary journey still further, and to preach the Gospel in 
the countries lying beyond Corinth and Achaia. If the word 
virtpiictiva, which indicates something lying beyond, more 
exactly than the word hrtKtiva, and allows so wide a sphere of 
action, that it is quite as admissible for us to think of a country 
at a distance, as of a nearer one, we may very easily assume that 
the meaning of this virtpiKtiva may most properly be attached to 
the idea of Spain, and this in agreement with the interests of 
the apostolic authority, which extending already to Rome and 
Italy, would claim as wide a missionary sphere as possible. If 
we cannot avoid perceiving, from the dependence of the tig ra 
virtpiKtiva tvayytXiZtaOai, on the iroptvtaOai tig TTJV 'Siraviav, 
that the author of chapter xv, had the second Epistle to the 
Corinthians before him, and that he utilized in favour of the 
Judaizing tendency the principle enunciated by the Apostle him-
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Belf, (from which standpoint this heterogeneous addition to the 
Epistle to the Romans must be considered,) verses 25-27 con

tain a further proof of this dependence. The subject here 

treated of is the journey of the Apostle to Jerusalem, for the 

purpose of transmitting the contribution made in Macedonia 

and Achaia, for the Christians of that city; and this is spoken 

of in the same manner as the Apostle speaks of it himself in 

2 Cor.; and the reason for this duty reminds us of the Koivtovla 

which the Christians of those churches and of the one at Jeru

salem concluded amongst themselves, 2 Cor. viii. 1 3 ^ 14, ix. 

1 2 , &c.* How clearly is the Jewish Christian interest of the 

author of chap. xv. expressed, when he recommends this con

tribution as only a labour of Christian love, and represents it 

as a token of thankfulness from the Gentile Christians, which 

they have to show, since they are allowed by the Jerusalem 

Christians to participate in the irvcv/Mmjca, the good gifts of 

Christianity. On this subject the Apostle says nothing in 

those passages of his Epistle in which-this idea, if he had ever 

entertained it, must have been present to his mind, he does 

not even attach this sense to the KOIVUVICL of which he speaks; 

there is not in any way the least hint, that he had ever thought 

of the Church at Jerusalem as the Mother Church, as sustaining 

such a relation to the Gentile Christian Churches, but only that 

it introduced the Gospel to them. It would not accord with the 

independence of which he makes so great a point with so much 

emphasis in his preaching of the Gospel, if he were here to 

represent the Christian blessings which through him had fallen 

* The dependence on 1 and 2 Corinthians is especially obvious in Romans xv. 
27, where dfaiXkrai CLVT&V tiviv, ti yap rolg icvtvpariKoig, & c , is only another 
phase of the thought in 1 Cor. ix. 11 : ti yptig bfiiv ra irvtvpariica ttnrtiQaptv. 
The author also depends on 2 Cor. ix. 6, for here also there is mention made of a 
ontiptiv and 9epi£eiv. There is also obvious here an agreement in expression as 
is generally the case with dependent passages of this kind. Compare tiiaicoviiv 
roig aylovg, Romans xv. 25, and Siaicovia fig ro\>g ayiovg, 2 Cor. ix. 1, Koivwvia 
tig rovg TTTWXO^C rdv dywv iv 'Itp. Romans xv. 26, and Koivvvia rrjg haxoviag 
rye tig rovg ayiovg, 2 Cor. viii. 4. Also the expression tvXoyia, Romans xy. 29, 
is a repetition, 2 Cor. ix. 5. 
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to the share of these Churches, as only having been conferred 
on them by the Church at Jerusalem. The matter could only 
have been represented in this manner, by an author of so dif
ferent a stamp as the author of chapter xv., where with regard 
to the dangers which threatened the Apostle in Judea, he is 
spoken of in a manner which bears a strong analogy to the 
method employed by the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
xx. 22. 

Finally, these last chapters on which such doubt must be cast 
when we look at them with reference to the preceding part 
of the Epistle, bear the stamp of a later origin. The long 
series of persons whom the Apostle greets has quite the appear
ance of a catalogue of those who at that time were recognized 
as the notabilia of the most ancient Roman Church. As 
the relation of the Apostle Paul to the Roman Church be
came afterwards a subject of pâ rty strife, it would seem to be 
the interest of a follower of Paul to give a proof by such a 
document as this, that the Apostle already stood in very near 
and confidential connection with the best known members of 
the first Church, and that many among those persons had won 
special praise from the Apostle. This is particularly expressed. 
W e may quote verse 4, oWivtg virip rr)g ipvX*lG f10" T O V *«vrdiv 
TpaxnXov viri0riKav9 and verse 6, r)rtg 7roAXa £K07nacr£v tig r)pag. 
In order to make the union of the Apostle with these most 
ancient Roman Christians more immediately apparent, mention 
is repeatedly made of the relations which the Apostle had among 
them; verse 7, roue <rvyy tvtig pov; verse 11, rbv avyy tvi) pov. 
Also verse 13, rr)v priripa avrov KOI tpov, the idea of relationship 
is at least brought forward as far as the expression goes. If we 
accept verse 21, where amongst those greeted the avyytvtig of 
the Apostle are named, we may justly- ask in what other pas
sage of his genuine Epistles does the Apostle speak so much of 
his relations? Besides, how suspicious is the account and 
description of some of these persons ? Aquila and Priscilla, 
according to 1 Cor. xvi. 19, are in Ephesus, according to Ro-
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mans xvi. 3 , they are in Rome. It is possible that in the not 
very long interval between the composition of these two Epistles 
they may have gone again from Ephesus to Rome; but this is 
only a mere possibility, of which there is no further proof. Be
sides this there are many suspicious things in this chapter, and 
the supposition is forced upon us that they are only named 
because they are of course obliged to be placed at the head of 
such a catalogue as this, in pursuance of the design entertained 
by the author of enumerating the most ancient Roman Chris
tians who were in close connection with the Apostle. 

It is justly remarked* that the words (1 Cor. xvi. 19) added 
to the mention of Aquila and Priscilla, o w rfj tear OIKOV avrwv 
cicieXijaia, are precisely the same as those in Romans xvi. 5, 
icai rrjv KOT3 OIKOV avrwv tJCfcXijata)'. The question also presents 
itself, " How did Epanetus, the beloved of Paul, who is boasted 
of as the first-fruits of the Christians in Asia (verse 5) come to 
Rome ?" This is evidently taken from the conclusion of the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, where (verse 15) it is said of 
Stephanas, on 1<TT\V airapxn frig ' A ^ a i a c . This is now transferred 
to one of the Roman Christians, only instead of in A\oiag, 
it is placed in 'A<xfac, which reading some manuscripts give, 
in Romans xvi. 15, for the honour of this inrapxo can only be 
applied to one person. But 'Airapxn 'lraXiag, as we may 
imagine, cannot well be said, as this Epanetus as awapxn 
must have been converted by the Apostle as Stephanas was 
(1 Cor. xv. 15 ) ; and Andronicus and Junia were converted 
to Christianity even before the conversion of the Apostle 
himself (verse 7). But all the more, these two ancient Roman 
Christians must be placed at least as vvyytveig, in the nearest 
connection with the Apostle, as they are also made to have held 
friendly relations to the elder Apostles as inlffripoi iv rolg 
cnroaroXoig. But how they could have been called his avvaix-

* D. Schulz, Theol. Stud, und Kritik. page 609. Schulz urges more reasons 
against chap. xv. in his Review of Eichhorn's and deWette's " Einleitung," and 
thinks that if it must be considered as written by Paul, it is more likely to be 
written by him to Ephesus than to Rome. 
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paXvToi, at a time when the Apostle was no longer remaining in 

a lengthy imprisonment, (for the foregoing <pv\atcai, 2 Cor. vi. 5, 

xi. 23, could not have involved such a predicate) is inexplicable, 

but it becomes very clear if placed at a later period when greater 

value would be laid on such a predicate. That in such a con

nection as this there follows a section respecting the Judaising 

false teachers, is quite in harmony with our theory, as the 

writer, placing himself in the person of the Apostle, would 

consider an argument against such opponents as the chief 

criterion of an Epistle of Paul. This part of the Epistle 

contains nothing characteristic in its details, but is Pauline 

only in the most general way with regard to what it says of the 

false teachers. On the other hand, certain emphatic expressions, 

as verse 20, Oebg avvrpfyu rbv craravav VTTO rovg woSag ijuwv, 

verse 18, SovXevovai rij iavrwv icoiXiq, compare Phil. iii. 19, 

give indications of an ambiguous tone. To this category 

belongs the expression (ver. 4) virlp rfig \pv\rig pov rbv iavrCiv 

rpayrjXov vTriOtiKav. 

If we add to this the abrupt way in which verses 17-20 are 

introduced between the greetings, verse 1-16, and 21-24, and 

how uncertain the position of the concluding doxology is, we 

certainly possess sufficient grounds for considering this chapter 

as not written by Paul. The criticism of the last chapters 

can only be concluded by saying that they must be attributed 

to a disciple of Paul, who, in the spirit of the author of the 

Acts of the Apostles, in the interest of peace and harmony, 

wished to replace the keen anti-Judaism of the Apostle by 

a milder and more accommodating influence in favour of the 

Judaizers. 

~* END OF VOL I. 
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THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

F O U R T H C H A P T E R 

THE EPISTLES TO THE EPHESIANS AND TO THE COLOSSIANS. 

T H E Pauline origin of the Epistle to the Ephesians has only 

recently been challenged; yet, with the exception of the Pastorals, 

there is none of the shorter Pauline Epistles the genuineness of 

which is more questionable; The bold and original method of 

criticism which Schleiermacher applied to the First Epistle to 

Timothy was adopted by De Wette in his treatment of the 

Epistle to the Ephesians; by the same process, namely, by 

demonstrating its dependence upon another work, he raised the 

gravest doubts as to its authentic apostolic origin. And the 

verdict of criticism on this Epistle,1 which De Wette was the 

first to pronounce, is, that it is nothing but a rhetorical expansion 

of the Epistle to the Colossians. It is of no avail to insist upon 

the contrast between the flowing style and copious language of this 

Epistle, and the thoughtful conciseness of that to the Colossians; 

on the contrary, this very difference, when considered along with 

those other elements in our Epistle which certainly cannot belong 

to the apostle, brings us very easily to the conclusion that it was 

formed upon the model of the other. In the same way, as 

Schleiermacher showed, the First Epistle to Timothy resulted from 

a free use of materials borrowed from the other two pastoral 

1 D e Wette's judgment was still wavering in the fourth edition of his Eiu-
leitung in das N . T. 1842 ; but in the Kurze Erklttrung des Epheserbriefs, 1843, 
p. 7 9 (p. 8 9 in 2 d Edition), we find him pronouncing distinctly for its spuriousness. 

A 
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Epistles. This assertion of criticism has indeed given great offence, 
and a world of trouble has been expended in seeking to prove the 
Epistle genuine;1 but the discovery once made was not one that 
could be proved either untrue or unimportant; and it only remains 
to be seen whether what happened in the case of the pastoral 
Epistles will happen here, that the doubts of criticism, once aroused 
by the proof of such a relation existing between the two writings, 
will not endanger only one of them, but draw both the Epistles so 
connected into the same condemnation 

The relation between the two Epistles is certainly striking 
enough,2 and by the nearly unanimous judgment of critics and 
interpreters3 it is the Epistle to the Ephesians, and not that to 
the Colossians, which must be held to be dependent on the other. 
How is it then, if this Epistle be genuine, that the apostle, who is 
not in general at any loss for ideas, writes to two different 
churches not far separate from each other, under the same cir
cumstances, and, as is almost universally supposed, at the same time, 
two letters so very like each other ? The resemblance which this 
Epistle bears to that to the Colossians in many of its arguments, 
ways of thinking, and expressions, is sought to be explained by 

1 This is done by Rttckert in a very boisterous manner; Der Brief Pauli an 

die Eph., 1834, p. 303 sq. " Only a man such as Paul was can be the author of 

this Epistle, and if it was not • he, point out to me the spirit in that age that was 

his peer. I t is impossible that he can have passed over the world and left no 

trace behind. I ask then, who was he, and where ? In the ranks of the imita

tors, the compilers, or the quacks, we dare not seek him ; where then ?" 

Critical doubts .then, it appears, may be simply disposed of even now-a-days 

with declamations like this. The author of a canonical Epistle, such writers 

imagine, must either have been an apostle, or one of the most despicable class of 

men, "the botchers, forgers, and wooden-headed compilers" (p. 2 9 9 ) ; or, if he 

were not a compiler, he must have been known to us by reputation, since he 

could not have gone through the world without leaving his mark on history. 

But is not this product of his genius itself a sufficient trace of his existence ? 
2 Compare the tabulated comparison of the passages given by De W e t t e in 

his Einleitung, p. 259, and the Commentary on the Epistle, p. 79. (Edition of 

1847, p. 89.) 
3 The only exception here is Mayerhof, Der Brief an die Colosser, etc. (The 

Epistle to the Colossians critically examined, with special reference to the three 

Pastoral Epistles, 1838.) 
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supposing that Paul had been writing that Epistle a short time 
before, and that the direction of thought induced by his controversy 
with the sects there combated was still prevailing in his mind; 
hence, it is further said, it is clear that he must have written the 
Epistle to the Colossians the first of the two. This is the account 
of the matter given by Neander,1 and to the same purpose Harless 
says : 2 " A writing directed by the apostle to a second body of 
Christians, just after he had discharged the mournful duty to 
which he saw himself compelled, of defending the infinite riches of 
the wisdom of God against the inroads of poor human wisdom, 
this Epistle naturally exhibits much greater play and movement 
in the treatment of its materials, while at the same time a multi
tude of similarities clearly demonstrate its kinship with that 
which he had just composed." In a word, then, the apostle wrote 
these two Epistles at the same time; this is the solution of the 
difficulty with which we are presented. But what, we cannot 
help inquiring, could induce the apostle, after finishing the Epistle 
to the Colossians, to continue writing in the same attitude of 
thought, and to compose another letter, which was not particularly 
called for, in addition to the first ? Is it the apostle's habit to 
write such letters ? And, if the only way to account for the 
character of this Epistle be to assume that it was intended as a 
circular in which Paul, as the apostle of the Gentiles, addressed 
himself to all the Gentile Christians of those regions, just because 
they were Christians, and in which he condescended to no special 
circumstances, but dealt with the one great interest which was 
common to them all, the indisputable efficacy of the gospel among 
the heathen,3—what does this amount to, but a statement of the 
great peculiarity of our Epistle, that the stamp of individuality, 
the colour, form, and manner, which the genuine apostolic Epistles 
carry on their front, are wanting here ? Yet in fact, the assump
tion we have mentioned, not only does not explain the actual facts 

1 Planting and Training, i. 329 . 
2 Comm. tiber den Br. Pauli an die Eph., 1834, Einleitnng, S. 39. 
8 Neander, ubi supra. 
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of the case as they lie before our eyes ; it is but another attempt 
to deny these facts. The peculiar phenomena presented to us in 
the relation of these two Epistles are by no means adequately 
described by speaking of mere points of resemblance, or even of 
a multitude of points of resemblance. The whole contents of the 
two Epistles are substantially the same, and what are called points 
of resemblance are not merely chance repetitions of his former 
words, such as the writer might employ unconsciously. On the 
contrary, we find whole sentences repeated word for word, or with 
such alterations as clearly betray that the original was present to 
the writer's mind. And this is the case, whether we assume, on 
the one hand, that the Epistle to the Colossians was written first, 
and that its shorter and conciser contents were extended in that to 
the Ephesians, or that the lengthier contents of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians were drawn upon, and a sort of abstract of them produced 
in the Epistle to the Colossians. In either case, what we have 
before us is a reproduction of the one Epistle in the other,, such as 
cannot be explained by any fortuitous and unconscious coincidence 
of thought, but only by a distinct intention on the part of the 
writer of one of these Epistles to give a more or less full recast of 
the other; and even though interpreters and critics should succeed, 
while defending the Epistles'genuinenessin demonstrating that there 
is a difference between the two letters as well as an agreement, it 
will be found that whatever can be made good in this direction 
will not tell in favour of the Epistle to the Ephesians, but of that 
to the Colossians. It is only the latter which, in addition to the 
general contents that are common to both, contains reference to 
peculiar local and individual circumstances, such as the letters of 
the apostle generally present, and so provides against total identity 
with the other Epistle. Such being the case, it is not to be 
wondered at that a recent critic has sought to solve the problem, 
not by assuming the contemporaneousness of the two Epistles, but 
in a totally different way. That the Epistles were written at the 
same time, says Schneckenburger,1 "would explain a general 

1 BeitrSge zur Einleitung ins N . T., 1832, p. 141 sq. 



CHAP. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS. 5 

correspondence of ideas, but not such a similarity as we have here 
in details, nor what I must almost call such a mechanical use of 
materials. Nor is there any probable reason for Paul's sending 
two letters of so similar contents to the same district, and about 
the same time." Schneckenburger's opinion is, therefore, that the 
Epistle to the Ephesians (this Epistle is here put first, as that to 
the Colossians by the advocates of the other view) must have been 
before the apostle's eyes when he composed the Colossian Epistle. 
W h y should it appear so improbable that when the occasion arose 
for writing to the Colossians, the apostle took up the earlier letter 
he had sent to the same region ? There is no need to think of a 
scroll or draught of that letter, but it is easy to suppose, that 
having drawn out a sort of summary of Christian doctrine and 
morals for the use of his friends in Asia Minor, either he himself 
took a copy of it with a view to future use in the service of 
similar inquirers, or, if he did not do so, that his amanuenses copied 
it for their own improvement and instruction. Then when he had 
to write to the Colossians, he may have taken up that earlier 
letter, and so certain similarities of arrangement and expression 
may have found their way quite naturally into the letter he was 
writing. But the apostle would never have copied himself in this 
manner, nor does this hypothesis, any more than the other, escape 
from the objection that the agreement of the two Epistles is 
not the result of chance, but is certainly intentional. And to 
whom can this intention be imputed with the greater likelihood ? 
Shall we impute it to the apostle ? But we can conceive no 
reason why he should have appeared on this occasion as a re-writer 
of his own letters. Shall we not rather impute it to another man, 
who, by the very fact of his conceiving the idea of personating the 
apostle, and writing letters in his name, showed that he had some 
special end to serve, and who thought, perhaps, the better to 
further his end by putting in circulation two editions of one letter ? 

In addition to these considerations regarding the external form 
of the Epistle, we have further to consider that if it was actually 
addressed to the Ephesians, it cannot possibly have be§n written 
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by Paul They were a church in the midst of which he had lived 
for a considerable time, and with which he was intimately 
acquainted; and how could he write to them as to a church that 
was strange to him, and speak of their faith as a thing he had 
learned about through others? (Cf. L 15.) The title and address 
which are found in the text (i. 1) are indeed doubtful; but even in 
the case that the Epistle was not an epistle to the Ephesians, even 
though the local address were wanting altogether, or ran thus, " To 
the Laodiceans," this indistinctness and the uncertainty of the 
destination (which even in the last case is not removed), would of 
themselves afford a presumption against the Pauline origin of the 
Epistle. 

If now we turn to the contents of the Epistle, or rather of the 
two Epistles,—for their contents are so essentially the same that 
they cannot well be distinguished,—and seek for internal evidence 
of their Pauline character, we shall meet here also with much that 
is peculiar. First of all, it strikes us as strange that in both 
Epistles the eye of the writer is directed chiefly to the transcen
dental regions of the spirit-world; and there is an effort visible 
throughout to magnify Christ on the side of his higher dignity by 
predicates borrowed from this supersensuous domain. The nearest 
approach to the theology of Paul is in the passage, Eph. i 20 sq., 
where it is said of Christ, that God raised him from the dead, and 
that he set himself at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
xnrepdva) irdxrifi dpyfc Kal efjovo'las Kal Swd/iew Kal Kvptdrrfro^, 
Kal iravTo? ovofjuaro? ovofjua^ofievov ov fiovov iv T G > al&vi rovrtp, 
aXXa Kal ev rq> /JueKXovrt,, Kal irdvra tnreragev xnro T O V ? TroSa? 

avrov. This coincides with the apostle's conception of Christ's 
exaltation, who subjects everything to himself till the process 
reaches its highest stage, 1 Cor. xv. 24. But in which of the 
principal Epistles of Paul do we find those eirovpdvia (cf. iii. 10), 
those regions of the supernatural world, classified as they are here, 
and in Colossians i. 16, 17, 1 according to the different spirits 

1 In Rom. viii. 38 , only dpxal and ayyeXoi are spoken of, but nowhere do we 
find with Paul the Opovoi and KvpifrnjTcs of this passage; and still less, what is 
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which, rising step by step, one above the other, severally in
habit them; and where do we find Christ placed, as he is here, 
at the head of the whole system of the spirit-world ? The 
Christology of these two Epistles, however, does not confine 
itself to the contemplation of the dignity of Christ from be
neath upwards, as shown in his exaltation; it also regards Christ 
as having been from the beginning the absolute principle of 
all existence. For it is asserted of him (CoL L 15) that he 
is the likeness of the invisible God, the first-born of the whole 
creation, because in him all things were created, the visible 
and the invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers. Everything was created through him 
and to him (in him, that is, is the final purpose in which every 
created thing finds its realization), and he is before all, and all 
things subsist in him. To him, then, as the creative principle of 
everything existing, there is attributed absolute pre-existence. 
This is found explicitly only in the Epistle to the Colossians; but 
since that to the Ephesians presupposes the other, there can be no 
doubt that the Christology of both is in the main the same. It 
is true that we find certain hints of similar views in the homolo-
goumena of the Apostle, but they are no more than hints, the 
meaning of which is open to question; while here, on the contrary, 
the absolute pre-mundane existence is the dominating idea, the 
pervading element within which the whole thought of these 
Epistles moves. Christ is the centre of the -entire spirit-realm; 
his activity is represented as bearing chiefly on the invisible and 
supersensuous world, or at least as comprehending heavenly and 
earthly things, the visible and the invisible, at once and in the 
same degree. For this not only is there no analogy in Paul's 
writings, but we are here transported to a circle of ideas which 
belongs to a totally different historical era, viz., to the period of 

evidently implied in these two passages above,- such regular gradations of raok. 
I t is true that in 1 Cor. xv. 24, Paul says of Christ that he KaTapyf)<rji nda-av 
dpxf)P Kai irda-av i£ov<riav teal bvvap.iv, but it is impossible to find here the 
different classes of an angelic hierarchy, and so this passage should not be 
used as a parallel. 

http://bvvap.iv
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Gnosticism. The properties which the Gnostics distributed in their 
myths among a number of aeons, all of whom always resolve them
selves again into the same central conception, are here united in 
the one Christ, in whom, as in the Gnostic Nous or Monogenes, the 
supreme and absolute God unfolds and reveals his secret essence, 
as the euccov rov Oeov rov dopaWov, the TrpaTOTO/co? ird/Tt)^ /crlcrem, 
the highest principle of all life and being. In him, as on the one 
hand auTo? COTI irpo irdvr&v, so on the other, e/crlaOrj rd irdvra, 
Kal rd irdvra ev avrat ovveoTrj/ee, CoL i. 15 sq,9 for he is the XpioTos, 
who is rd irdvra tcalev irdai, CoL iii l l . 1 

The Gnostic systems rest upon the root idea that all spiritual 

1 According to the doctrine of the Valentinians, Christ sent out of the pleroma 
the Soter, ivbovros avrtp ndcrav rfjv bvvap.iv rov irarpbs Kal nap vn ifcov&iav irapa-
Sdvros Ka\ r&v al&v&v 8i 6fioi<os9 oiras iv avrcp rd irdvra KTt<r0# rd opara Kal ra 
ddpara, 6p6voi> Ofdrqres, Kvptdrrjres, Iren. Adv. Haer. i. 4 , 5. Theodoret (Haer. 
Fabb. i. 7) mentions the same as the doctrine of the Valentinians, namely, that 
Christ sent the Redeemer Jesus, &orc iv avr<5 Krio-Orjvai Kal rd opara Kal rd 
ddpara, Kal Bpdvovs, Kal Kvpiorrjras, Kal dedrqras^ as avrol Xeyovci. I t is usually 
assumed that the Valentinians derived these representations and expressions 
from the Epistle to the Colossians; but how is it that this letter itself answered 
so closely to the forms of their thought and expression ? W e see from Iren, 
i. 3 , 4, how they used other passages of these two Epistles for their own pur
poses, vnb YlavKov <pav€p£>$ elprjoSai \iyovar Kal avrds COTI ra irdvra (Col. iii. 11), 
Kal irdXiv (Col. ii. 9) iv avr$ KaroiK€i irav rb ifkr)p(op.a rrjs BeorrjTos, Kal rb dvaKe-
<pa\aicoo~aadai. rh irdvra iv r<p Xpicrnp Sta rov Geov (Eph. i. 10) ipfirjvcvovo-iv 
elprjo-Qai, Kal €i rtva ak\a. I t may very reasonably be supposed that the later 
Valentinians, whom Irenaeus is refuting, appealed to these passages in support of 
their doctrines, but that the agreement of these passages with their doctrines 
results from the fact that the circle in which those Epistles arose was permeated 
by similar Gnostic ideas. The first beginnings of Christian speculation coincided, 
as we know, with the beginnings of Gnosis, and thus Gnosis, when developing 
itself, and giving its peculiar impulse to Christian speculation, gave currency to 
many representations and expressions which, though springing from the soil of 
Gnosticism, and though containing Gnostic elements, yet were not offensive to 
the unprejudiced Christian consciousness. Even then, however, every specu
lation was not received equally as Christian ; it is remarkable that the Epistle to 
the Colossians speaks of Kvpidrrjrcs, but not of Bcdrrjres, an idea at which the 
Valentinians took no offence. There can be no doubt that all these expressions, 
a p X a t ' cfovcriai, Opovoi, Kvpi&rrfres, Beorrjres, alcoves, irkfjpwfia, etc., belong to a 
circle where speculation about the spirit-world was carried on with peculiar 
zest; but where did this interest arise before Gnosticism began to take form ? 
A n d with what other direction of thought is it more closely and more naturally 
connected than with the Gnostic ? 

http://bvvap.iv
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life which has proceeded from the supreme God has to return to 

its original unity, and to be taken back again into the absolute 

principle, so that every discord which has arisen shall be resolved 

into harmony. Thus in these Epistles Christ's work is mainly that 

of restoring, bringing back, and making unity; the final purpose of 

it is, eU oiKovojiiav rov TrXrjp&fiaros T&V xcupcov (i.e. according to 

the idea of a religious dispensation developing itself in the fulness 

of the times, that is, in definite epochs, in a series of momenta 

mutually conditioning each other), dvaK€<f>a\acd>craadat ra rrdvra 

ep T O ) XptaTG>, Eph. i. 10, /ecu 81 avrov diroKaraWdf-ai ra rrdvra 

eh avrovy CoL i. 20. From this point of view both Epistles lay 

special weight on the consideration that Christ is, in respect of his 

death also, elpqvrj rjficov, 6 irovf\ca<; ra dp,<f>6repa iv, Eph. i i 14, the 

elprjvoTroiTjo-as, and that etre ra eirl T ? } ? yr}<;, elre TCL ev T O £ ? oipavols, 

CoL i 20. It is in the light of this lofty and comprehensive con

ception that the work of Christ is here contemplated, i.e. as a 

mediation and atonement whose effects extend to the whole 

universe. And though it may be possible to harmonize this con

ception with the Pauline Christology and doctrine of atonement, 

yet it is certain that with Paul these ideas never assume the pro

minence which they have here. W e have, therefore, good grounds 

for asserting that in these Epistles we are presented with a new 

and peculiar circle of ideas which is distinctly later than that of 

the Pauline Epistles. It is a transcendental region, into which 

Paul did look out now and then, but of which he had no definite 

views, and which he never introduced into his Epistles from a taste 

for metaphysical speculation. 

As even the Christology of these letters bears unmistakably the 

impress of Gnosticism, we meet also with other Gnostic conceptions 

and modes of representation. Especially does that rr\r]p<opLat 

which holds so prominent a place in both Epistles, naturally 

suggest to us the Pleroma of the Gnostics. Indeed the two are 

so intimately connected, that the one can only be explained by 

the other. The Gnostic Pleroma is not the absolute itself; it is 

that in which the absolute displays itself as absolute, realizes the 
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conception of itself, and fills itself with its own definite contents. 
According to the doctrine of the Valentinians, the Bythos, the 
original divine source, is not in and of itself the Pleroma, but only 
in so far as it is thought as the sum of the aeons by which it is 
filled. "These thirty aeons," says Irenaeus ( i 1. 3 ) , "as the 
Valentinian doctrine of aeons represents them, are TO ddparov /ecu 
TTvevfjuarcKov tear avrov? irKriptofia, which is divided into an 
Ogdoas, a Dekas, and a Dodekas." The Logos, who is produced by 
the Nous or Monogenes, is called the dpxv /ecu /lopQayais Travrbs 
rov ifkripafiaTos, that is, the being in whom the Pleroma first 
receives its form, in whom the conception of it is defined; since 
the Logos, in connexion with Zarrj as his av&yos, *s t n e irarrip 
irdvr&v TWV psr avrov iaofievcov, and contains in his own nature 
the whole Pleroma, as he is himself only the more definite and 
more realized form of the Nous or Monogenes. The supreme and 
absolute God is not therefore himself the Pleroma, but has it in 
himself as his contents.1 

Now this is just the conception of the Pleroma which we find 
in both our Epistles; the only difference is that there is no express 
mention here of a plurality of aeons as the complement of the 
pleroma, and that not the supreme God himself, but Christ, is the 
pleroma, since only in Christ does the self-existent God emerge 
from his abstract being, and unfold himself to the fulness of con
crete life. For Iv avr<p, it is said, CoL i 1 9 , evBo/crjere (o 6eo?), irav 
TO irXqpayfia /caToi/crjaai. Col. i i 9 : ev avrq> KaroiKei irav TO 
ir\r\ptiapua TT}? Bedrrjros awfiaTi/eay;, Kal eare ev avrcp irerfKripaypevor 
05 eariv fj K€(f>a\rj ircurqp dpyrfi Kal egovaias. Eph. L 2 2 , 2 3 : avrov 
eB(OK€ K€<f>a\r)v xnrep irdvra ry eKKXTjala, ffri? eari ro a&fia avrov, 
TO irXqpcDjia rov ra irdvra ev iraai irXrjpovjievov. Eph iii. 1 9 : 
Tv&vai . . . rrjv dr/dirrfv rov Xpiarov, iva ifkrfpwdfjre eU irav 
TO ir\nqp(Ofia rov Oeov. Eph. iv. 1 3 : TO ir\r\pon\ia rov Xpiarov. 

1 Compare Iren. i i 1 ; i. 2 : Deus—solus pater et continens omnia.—Quemadmo-
dum enim poterit super hunc alia plenitudo aut initium aut potestas aut alius 
Deus esse, cum oporteat Deum, horum omnium pleroma, in immenso omnia 
circumtenere et circumteneri a nemine. 
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Here we observe a further remarkable agreement. According to 
the doctrine of the Valentinians the aeons, who together make up 
the Pleroma, are divided into male and female, and form the so-
called syzygies, pairs bound together as if in marriage. The pro-
pator is united in syzygy with his evvoia (the thought of himself, 
his self-consciousness); in the same way, the Monogenes, or Nous, 
with Aletheia, the Logos with Zoe, the Anthropos with Ecclesia. 
Erom these the other aeons proceeded, also as syzygies. In the 
same way Christ forms, according to the Epistle to the Ephesians, a 
sy^gy with the Church. Christ is indeed the head of the Church, 
but, in the same way, the man is the head of the woman, and hus
bands are exhorted to love their wives, just as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave himself for her, that he might sanctify her to him
self, and present her glorious to himself without spot or blemish, 
Eph. v. 23 sq. This is the great fivar^ptop of which the writer of the 
Epistle speaks in reference to Christ and the Church (ver. 32), that 
she is his wife, as it were, united to him in marriage. In virtue of 
this relationship the conception of the pleroma is transferred to her 
also. As Christ is the irkrjpafia, so also is the Church; that is to 
say, she is the irXyp&pa of Christ, since he himself is the ifKripwpLa 

in the highest sense. This is the simple meaning of the words of 
which so many interpretations have been attempted : TO ifkrip&pa 
TOV TCL iravra ev iraai TrXrjpcopevov. What is meant is simply that 

Christ is the pleroma in the highest and absolute sense, inasmuch as 
it is all things absolutely that he fills with himself as the absolute 
contents. The conception of the wX^pcopLa suggests the relation of 
one thing to another, the relation of abstract and concrete being, 
of absolute unconditioned being, a*nd its manifestation or realiza
tion, or the relation of form and contents. As Christ is the 
pleroma because the absolute essence of God manifests itself and 
enters upon concrete existence in him, because the conception of 
God is here filled with its definite contents, so when the Church 
is called the pleroma of Christ, she is conceived as possessing a 
more concrete and realized existence than Christ himself. But if 
the Church, as the pleroma, is the concrete real existence with 
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which Christ fills himself as his contents; on the other hand, and 
in a higher sense, Christ, as the form of these contents, is himself 
the contents with which everything that has existence, the self-
existent, fills itself The expression ifKrjp&fia, then, implies 
always a concrete and real existence,—the contents of another 
existence with which it combines to form a unity of form and con
tents. Thus the expression TfKriptopa is to be taken neither as 
simply active nor as simply passive. Both senses pass and 
repass into each other, for that which fills—which makes full— 
becomes itself that which is filled, is full, is informed with its 
definite contents. As irkrjpovpAvo? rd irdvra iv rrdat, Christ is the 
TrkrjpaypLa which fills the irdvra eu ircuri with its definite contents, 
and this pleroma itself again is the absolute all, replenished with 
its absolute contents. 

As with the conception of the irkripfopji, so with that of the 
atopa. The church is the cr&pua of Christ, Eph. i 23, iv. 12. But 
Christ himself is called a&pua, the ocopa of the Deity, inasmuch as 
there dwells acopaTucw in him irdv rb irXrjpcopa rr)? Oedrriro^, all, 
that is to say, that informs the idea of the Deity with the concrete 
contents that belong to it, Col. i i 9, an expression which can only 
be explained by the line of thought which we have indicated. If 
then he himself is the a&pba of the Deity, the church can be his 
a&p^a only in a more concrete sense, since he, as aZpua of the 
Deity, is the head of the church, and the principle, ov irdv TO 
a&pba avvappoXoyovpuevov /eat ovp,/3i{iaZdpL€vov Std rrdcrq^ d<fyfj<; 
rf)$ eirvxpprjyia^y tear evepyetav ev pbirpcp evb$ i/cdoTov p,€pov$t 

TTJV avgr)Gt,v rov cwparo? irovelrai eh oltcoSoprjv eavrov ev dydrrr), 
Eph. iv. 16. Here the church is described, in true Gnostic fashion, 
as an organism fitted together by the concord of its members 
inwardly, and living in the idea of its own unity. The relation 
also in which the church stands towards Christ as his c&p,a 
brings us back to the idea of syzygy; according to Eph. v. 28, 
the rfuvalice<i are the cdypbara of their husbands, a representation 
where we again encounter the Gnostic idea of the pleroma, since 
here also the idea is present that the being of the husbands 
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receives its full contents only in that of the wives,—only there 
realizes its own conception. 

The Gnostic representations afford, I think, the only satisfactory 
explanation of the obscure passage, iii 9. The OIKOPOJAIO, fivarrjplov 
consists in this, that God has created all things, tva yv&piaOrj vvv 
rah dpjfah Kal rah efow/ai? iv rocs iirovpavloi? But TT)? 
€/cK\r}cria<z fi 7ro\vrrol/a\o$ cro(f>ia rov Qeov Kara irpoBeaw r&v 
alcovav, rjv €7roi7]<T€P iv Xpurrp 'Irjaov T$> Kvpl(p r)p,&v* The 
final cause of the creation is here alleged to be that the o-o<j>ta 
rov Oeov should be known by the heavenly powers, and that 
through the medium of the church; the final cause of the creation 
is thus realized by a movement going back into the pleroma, an 
ideal movement, however, which is placed in the knowing of the 
dpxac and igovo-lai, which occupy the same position here as the 
aeons of the Gnostics. According to the doctrine of the 
Valentinians, the final end of the creation takes place in the 
return of Sophia, along with the spiritually-minded who make up 
the church, back to the Pleroma. Now the author of our 
Epistle could not place Sophia in this position at the realizing of 
the final cause of creation, for he had not made Sophia, but 
Ecclesia, the av&yos of Christ. But Sophia could not be altogether 
omitted, and she is placed here ideally as the divine wisdom which 
realizes itself in the realization of the divine world-scheme; she is 
made known as such to the celestial powers who form the highest 
spirit-world, and that through the church, which, as the object of 
this knowledge, is the medium through which it is communicated. 
The church, however, can be the object of this knowledge only in 
her syzygy with Christ. The Gnostic doctrine represents Sophia 
returning into the Pleroma as a bride united with her bridegroom, 
the Redeemer; and thus the realization of the purpose of creation 
is placed here in the marriage of the church with Christ, inasmuch 
as it is in her that the wisdom of God is known by the heavenly 
powers. 1 In this accomplishment of the ends of creation in the 

1 tva yvo>pio~6jj can only be construed along with riff 17 OIK. TOV /XVCTT. : Grace is 
given to me to proclaim the gospel and to instruct others vis TJ OIK. TOV pvor.9 
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yvaypl&iv of the dpyai /ecu igovalai, the irpdOeais r&v OICOVCDV, 

the purpose of the aeons, or that which God has ideally proposed 
to himself in the aeons, returns into itself, having been accom
plished and realized in Christ. The al&ve? here are like the Gnostic 
aeons (the al&ves rov alwvos, Eph. iii. 21, the aeons of God as the 
primal JEon), the subjects of the Divine ideas of the world-plan 
which is developed and realized in the sequence of the aeons, iv 
rocs al&ac TO£? hrep')(pp,evoi<i, Eph. i i 7, and they constitute the 
being of God. All this, it is clear, can only be grasped and under
stood in the light of the Gnostic modes of thinking. The 
predicate, also, which Sophia here receives—wdkviroi/cikos, this 
strange and singular compound, which has given so much trouble 
to the interpreters—cannot be rightly explained save from the same 
circle of ideas. Harless inclines ultimately to the view (which 
De Wette also in the main supports) that this m-oXviroUCkos <ro<f>la 
is so called on account of the difference of the present from earlier 
revelations, the revelations of God in nature and in the law. It is, 
that is to say, the wonderful wisdom, which adjusts the conflict 
between law and grace; it is the thought, awe/cXecae yap 6 0eo9 TOUS 
Travras eU direldeuiv, tva TOU? irdma^ eke-rjerr}, which in another 
passage moves the apostle to exclaim, c& fiddos irXovrov teal aocplas, 
etc, Eom. x i 32 sq.; it is the preparatio evangelica of the Old 
Testament revelations, of which it is said at the beginning of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, TroXvrpoTrm iraXai, etc. The apostle, it 
is said, is not speaking here directly of that series of earlier 
revelations, for the wisdom he describes is that which is manifested 
through the church of the New Covenant, but he glances at all 
the various revelations of God, and calls the last and final one a 
revelation of the manifold wisdom of God. Al l this is perfectly 
sensible, still it does not preclude the question, why, if this was 
what the apostle had to say, he should have chosen such a peculiar 
expression as iroXviroUiXo^ and should have spoken of a manifold 
(multiform) wisdom, when in reality it was the unity of it, as 

namely, that this olKovopla rov fjivtmjpiov finds its accomplishment in this tva 
yvapurQjjt etc. 
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against the multiplicity of former revelations, that he wanted to 
express. I believe this irokmroUiKo? aocpia can only be explained 
thus : that the writer saw hovering before his mind that Gnostic 
<ro<f>la of which this predicate is characteristic more than any other; 
for it was of the essence of that Sophia to pass through a series of 
the most varied forms and conditions. W e even find Irenaeus 
using the same expression in speaking of the suffering condition 
in which for the most part she dwells.1 

In this connexion we cannot set it down to chance that an idea 
occurs in one of these Epistles to which the apostle Paul never 
makes the slightest allusion. I refer to the passage, Eph. iv. 8 . 
In spite of the reclamation of most modern interpreters, it appears 
to me that we cannot, with any regard to the natural meaning of 
the words, refer this passage to anything but the descent into hell. 
Harless urges that this would be the only passage where the descent 
into hell would appear as a characteristic of Christ's appearance, 
which it certainly is not. But to this I can allow no weight, nor 
do the other reasons to which Harless appeals in support of his 
rendering appear to me to be more forcible. It is said that the 
antithesis of earth and heaven is alone suited to the context; but 
this is simply to take for granted that the two clauses of ver. 8 are 
to be referred to the same subjects, those, namely, whom Christ 
had won for himself upon the earth. It may be very true that in 
the psalm from which the words in verse 8 are taken, there is no 
trace of any reference to death or to a descent into hell; but Har
less asserts further, " only then could we prove that the Apostle 
found such a reference in the psalm, if he quoted the passage in a 
connexion in which the death or the descent of Christ was directly 
before him, but that here the very contrary is the case; and what 
connexion can be shown between the gifts of grace which Christ 
gives to his own people, and his death or his descensus ad inferos i 
If the Apostle seeks to demonstrate that the procedure of God* 
triumphant who brings his captives with him without waiting till 

1 A d v . Haer. i. 4. 1, avfW€ir\€x$ai T<£ irdQct, Kal \i6vr\v airokeitfrBtio'av 
iravrl ficpct rov irdBovs imonco'eiv, irokvfiepovs Kal irokvnoixikov vndpxovros. 

file:///i6vr/v
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they render themselves to him, is also the procedure of the Son, 
who also places his people in the Church on earth in the place he 
fixes for them, what need is there here for any reference to the 
death or the descent of Christ ?" With all this I disagree, just 
because the reasoning assumes that the passage can be understood 
in no other sense but one exclusive of the descent into helL But 
what is more natural than to take aXyjidhjoreveiv alyjiaXcocrLav of 
those captives whom Christ, when he descended into Hades, brought 
up with him as his own captives, ie. as those whom he had set 
free ? And this was the original and common view of the purpose 
of the descent. It is very true that the preceding verse 7 prepares 
us for only the second clause of verse 8, but what hinders us from 
assuming that it was just the passage he was quoting from the Old 
Testament, which led the writer to the further thought expressed 
in the first clause, namely, the idea of the descent into hell, and 
that then he worked out this idea in verses 9,10, and came back in 
verse 11 to the connexion of verse 7 ? And as for the question what 
the gifts of grace which Christ gives his^people have to do with 
the descent into hell, the answer is not far to seek. It is given us 
in this very passsage in the words irXripaoy ra irdvra, and that 
so clearly as to exclude all doubt on the subject. It might be 
possible to take the tcardtrepa fieprf rrfc yrj? as simply a circum
locution for yrj, if that phrase stood alone, but it is altogether im
possible in a passage arranged as this one is, where the writer 
speaks of an dvaftalvew and a /caraftalvew, and where the one is 
called dvaftaiveiv inrepdva) irdvrtov r&v ovpav&v, that is, an ascend
ing to the highest height, as far as it is possible to ascend : it is 
impossible to take the /carafialveiv eU ra Kardrepa peprj rrjs yfj?, 
which forms the antithesis to dvafiaweiv tirepdvco irdvrav r&v 
ovpaveov, in any more limited sense than that which the nearest 
and most natural meaning of the words demands. By doing so 
we should take from the principal clause, rlva irXrjp&oy ra irdvra 
(all things without exception, as the article indicates) its unre
stricted meaning. What the author here seeks to express, is the 
activity of Christ which extends equally far upwards and down-
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wards, which descends from the highest height to the lowest depth, 
and ascends again from the latter to the former, which embraces 
and replenishes the whole universe, so far as it is inhabited by 
intelligent beings, with its gracious and redeeming influence. It 
is the idea of the pleroma belonging to Christ in the highest sense, 
which is here dealt with on the side of its scope and extension. 
If Christ is the pleroma absolutely, then the activity, which accord
ing to this conception he exerts, cannot come short of comprehend
ing everything in the widest possible circle, and of binding the 
highest and the lowest together. 

If this be the sense of our passage, then not only does it contain 
the idea of Christ's descent into hell,—it exhibits to us very dis
tinctly the genesis of that idea. Christ as the irXrjpcopa is also 
the rd irdvra irXrjpaxra^ and if he be the rd irdvra ifKrjpcoaa^, 
thus he must also be the eU rd /eart&repa fidprj rr}<; yrj? fcara/3d<;. 
Now even if it were not possible to trace the idea of the descent 
of Christ into hell so distinctly as we do as one of the Gnostic doc
trines, yet the Gnostic origin of this passage could not be doubtful, 
when we considered the inward connexion of these ideas, and the 
relation which, as we showed, exists between the Christology of 
these Epistles and the Christology of the Gnostics. Some 
Gnostic systems, notably the Valentinian, make the redeem
ing spirit return and close its earthly work before the catas
trophe of death, and of course such a scheme as this can scarcely 
have contemplated a further action to deal with the under-world. 
But this was not universally the Gnostic conception; we know 
about Marcion at least, that in his system, Christ went down 
into the under-world after his dea^h.1 And it is not probable 

1 " Super blasphemiam," says Irenaeus, i. 27 . 3 , " quae est in Deum, adjecit et 
hoc (Marcion), Cain et eos, qui similes sunt ei, et Sodomitas, et Aegyptios et 
similes eis et omnes omnino gentes, quae in omni permixtione malignitatis 
ambulaverunt, salvatas esse a Domino, cum descendisset ad inferos et accucurris-
sent et in suum assumpsisse regnum : Abel autem et Enoch et Noe et reliquoa 
justos—non participate salutem—non accucurrerunt Jesu neque crediderunt 
annuntiationi ejus, et propterea remansisse animas eorum apud inferos. Cf. 
Epiph. Haer. xlii. 4 : Xpiorov (Xeyct MapKiav) (LvtoBtv airb rov dopdrov Kal d/caro* 
vop.dorov irarpbs #caraj3fj3i;ic€yat eiri wrrjpiq T£>P yfax&v Kal cVi ikeyj^ TOV Qeov 

B 
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that Marcion, a man who borrowed so much from old Gnostic sys

tems, and whose only peculiarity almost was to give a dualistic 

turn to what he borrowed, was the first to set this view in circula

tion. It fits so naturally into the whole Gnostic set of ideas, that 

we may well believe it to have existed before him. The greater 

the height was from which the Christ of the Gnostics came when 

descending from the all-encircling pleroma, the greater the number 

of heavens through which he had passed, the more natural was it 

to think of his descending also as far as it was possible to descend, 

not only down into the world, but even down into the under

world. And again, a thorough working out of the hostile relation 

in which Christ and the demiurge were conceived to stand to each 

other would itself suggest that Christ should visit the place where 

those souls lay whom the demiurge had caught and bound, and 

who had no hope of freedom in any other way. 1 

Besides all this, how many references do we find in these Epistles 

to Gnostic ideas and expressions! How often do they speak of a 

fivarripiov, a cro(f>cat a yvaxrt,?, etc.—cf. Eph. i 8, 17; iii. 3, 9, 19; 

iv. 13; v i 19; CoL i 6, 9, 26; i i 2; iii 10, 16, With what 

peculiar meaning and emphasis is the word OICDV used, as for 

example Eph. iii. 21. The al&pe? might seem here to be nothing 

more than the yeveal (as in CoL i 26, al&pe? and yeveal are coupled 

together), but the aeons and the yeveal rov al&vo$ ra>v alcovoop, in 

the same sense in which God himself, as the extratemporal unity 

of time, individualizes himself in the aeons, as the several stages 

of time, while unfolding itself. In the irpodea^ r&v alcovcov also, 

T5>V 'lovbai&v KCU v6pov Kal irpofaT&v Kal r&v roiovrov, KCU axpi qbov Kara/kjSi;-
Ktvai rov Kvpiov, tva a-^aif TOVS ircpl Kaiv, etc. 

1 Thus what Irenaeus says, v. 31 . 2 , about the Gnostic denial of the idea of 
the descent into hell, refers only to those Gnostics for whom the whole history of 
Christ seems to have had a merely symbolical meaning, si Dominus legem mortu-
orum servavit—commoratus usque in iertiam diem in inferioribus terrae, post deinde 
surgens in came—adscendit ad patrem, quomodo non confundantur, qui dicunt inferos 
quidem esse hunc mundum, qui sit secundum nos, in/eriorem autem hominem ipsorum9 

derelinquentem hoc corpus, in supercoelestem adscendere locum t Thus there were 
those who understood the adscendere ad patrem even with reference to Christ, only 
of the Spirit of man. This was, however, by no means the general view. 
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Eph. iii 11, the conception of the aeons in their relation to time, 
corresponds with the Gnostic conception of them as spiritual beings 
who are the bearers of the thoughts of God Still more striking is 
this in the expression alcov rov teoafwv TOVTOV, Eph. i i 2. The 
interpreters think that the passage is sufficiently explained by giv
ing the word the meaning "earthly life," "course of the world," "era 
of the world/' and declare it to be quite a mistake to render alav in 
the Gnostic sense. Yet it can scarcely be denied that the expression 
is at least not very unlike the Gnostic conception, and why should 
not the subject amv TOV /cdapuov TOVTOV be parallel to the other 
subjects, namely, the apytov TTJS if overlap TOV depos and the irveufia 
ivepyovv ? The only Pauline expression with which this one can 
be compared is &€o$ TOV auovo? TOVTOV, 2 Cor. iv. 4 , and that instead 
of 0 6 0 9 we have here alow, and that the alcov TOV KOC/AOV TOVTOV is 
mentioned by the side of an alcov T&V ald>va>v, can only be 
explained by the influence of Gnostic ideas. In the same passage, 
on inspecting it more closely, and comparing it with the kindred 
passage v i 12, we detect still more Gnostic representations and 
expressions in which the eye of the author expatiates in the super
natural world of darkness, as at other times it does in the brighter 
regions of the spirit-realm. The KocrfioKpaTopeq TOV CKOTOVS, Eph. 
v i 12, cannot disown their Gnostic origin.1 The Valentinians gave 
the name of Kosmocrator to the deviL To the same origin with 
Kosmocrator are the haipbdvia and cvyyeXoi to be referred. What 
he is in unity, these are in plurality.1 Marcion gave the name of 
Kosmocrator to the demiurge, who is in his system the representa
tive of the evil principle.2 Now if the KoapAfcpdrope; cannot be 
subordinated to any principle but the alcov TOV /cdapov TOVTOV, then 
the alwv is the KocpAKparcop. As KoapLOKpdrcop, he is, according 
to Eph. i i 2, the dpycov rip egovo-tas rov dipo? and the wvevfia TO 
evepyovv, etc., that is, the devil described in Gnostic phrases. For the 
peculiar expression, ra irvevfiaTucd Tr}$ irovr\pla?, Eph. v i 12, there 
is no parallel to be found but in the language of the Gnostics.8 

1 Irenaeus, Adv . Haer. i. 5 . 4 . 8 Irenaeus, i, 2 7 , 2 . 
8 Irenaeus says of the Valentinians (i. 5 . 4 ) : 'EJC TTJS \vmjs (of the Sophia) ra 

file:///vmjs
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That in connexion with such representations the contrast of 
light and darkness should be peculiarly dwelt upon (Eph. i i 2, 
iv. 18, v. 8 ; C o i l 18), may not be a very important circumstance; 
yet the universal proposition, Eph. v. 13, irdv T O fyavepovpevov fym 
i&ri, is worthy of remark. This sentence affirms, according to the 
Gnostic theory of light, that light is the principle through which 
everything that is and has existence for consciousness, is mediated. 
All becoming takes place just by that which existed already in its 
essence becoming manifest to consciousness. The Valentinians 
used this proposition in this way in their explanation of the pro
logue to John's Gospel, when they said, When John called ganj 
the 0G)9 dv0pd>TTG>v, he meant to include in the word dv0pdira>v the 
avdptoiro? and the i/c/ckijala, O7TG)9 Bid rov evb$ ovopuro^ brfKacrj 
rrjv T T } ? ov£vyla$ Koivavlav, IK yap rov Xo'you Kal T T } ? £GW/9 

Svdpayjro^ yiverat, Kal kKK\r\ola% ^oi? Be etire ra>v avOpcoirav rrjv 
^ayr)v, Sid rb irefarlaOat, avrov? xnr aur^?, o brf eari pe^op(f)(oa6ai 
Kal ire^avep&a-Oau Tovro Be 6 UavXo? Xeyer irdv yap rb <f>ave-
povpuevov <f>£><: eon*1 hrel roivvv i^avepcoae Kal eyivvq&e rov re 
avdpayjrov Kal rr)v eKKki)aLav r) ^anj, elprjaOat, avr£>v. Life is 
called the light of man and the church, because the origin of the 
syzygy of the man and the Church is nothing but its becoming 
visible. Everything that arises simply emerges to the light out of 

irv€Vfxa.TiKa rrjs Trovrjpias btbdoKovoi yeyovivai, oBtv Kal biafioXov rrjv yivcoiv 
ioxrjicevai,- ov Kal KoopoKpdropa KOKOVCTL, Kal rd batpdvia Kal rovs dyyi\ovs Kal 
ndoav TTJV irv€vpaTtKT)v rrjs novrfpias imdoraoiv. The different states of mind are 
here described, into which Sophia or Achamoth fell outside of the Pleroma. 
Each of these states of mind is, through the subjective becoming objective, the 
principle of a definite sphere of the material and spiritual world. Sorrow 
objectivated itself to the substance of the air (depa yeyovevat Kara rrjs \vmjs 
injgiv), but from the same XvVi7 arose also the irvcvpaTiKa rrjs irovrjpias, and 
especially the bidpoXos or Koo-p.oKpa.TGip, who has his seat iv T<5 Kaff fjpds Kdopa. 
So in our Epistle the alcav rov Koopov TOVTOV, who presides over the KoopoKpdropts 
rov OK6TOVS, is the apx&v rrjs it-ova las TOV dipos. The spiritually evil beings are 
the inhabitants of the atmosphere which envelopes the earth, and as such, the 
KoopoKpdrope's rov OKOTOVS. The conceptions air and darkness are the physical 
substratum of the spiritually evi l 

1 This is, moreover, one of the oldest pieces of evidence for the supposed 
Pauline origin of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and should not be omitted from 
the. catalogue. » 

file:///vmjs
http://Koo-p.oKpa.TGip


CHAP. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS. 2} 

what it was essentially before. There is, therefore, and this 
expresses accurately the Gnostic view of the universe, no becoming 
or originating, but everything that becomes and originates simply 
begins to exist for consciousness, for everything that is, is absolutely. 
Nothing therefore acquires essential existence; all becoming and 
originating is true only for the sphere of consciousness. The whole 
process of the world's becoming is just the process of the develop
ment of consciousness. If then such be the true sense of the sup
posed Pauline proposition, who does not perceive that it has come 
into this connexion out of a totally different set of ideas, and thafc 
the moral purport here given to it can only be properly understood 
if it be explained by the metaphysical meaning which underlies it.? 

The striking affinity of these two letters with Gnostic ideas and 
expressions has been for the most part disregarded by interpreters, 
but where this has not been the case, only two explanations seem 
to have been considered possible: ( 1 . ) That the Gnostics derived 
those views from the Pauline Epistles, or, (2.). That ideas like those 
of the Gnostics were already in circulation at the apostle's time, and 
that he set himself to combat and correct them. The latter alter
native is thoroughly improbable; on the one hand there is no proof 
of the existence of Gnostic ideas at so early a period, and on the 
other, the Epistle to the Ephesians exhibits no trace of even an 
indirect polemic against the Gnostic doctrines. On the contrary, 
the apostle would have been playing into the hands of the Gnostics 
both in this and to some extent also in the Colossian Epistle. And 
the former alternative is just as unlikely or even more so. Terr 
tulliari has been appealed to in support of it.1 But what can Tertul-
lian prove for an opinion that has against it the whole constitution 
,of the Gnostic systems, especially of the Valentinian system, the 
.structure of which is far too original to be explained by what TertuL-
lian says of it, that Valentine materiam ad sariptwasexcogitavib?, 

1 Compare Harless on Eph. i 23 , where he cites Tert. de praescr. Haer. c. 38 . 
2 Non ad materiam scripturas (as Marcion), et tamen plus abstulit et pins 

adjecit, anferens proprietates singulorum quoque verborum et adjiciens disposi* 
tiones non comparentium rerum. 
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If, then, both alternatives are equally inadmissible, both those 
sides combine to make us think that the Epistle to the Ephesians 
especially is of post-apostolic origin, and dates from a time when 
the Gnostic ideas were just coming into circulation, and still wore 
the garb of innocent Christian speculations. 

W e are the more led to think of this period, that the same 
Epistle to which these remarks chiefly apply, namely that to the 
Ephesians, indicates an acquaintance with another phenomenon of 
the age of Gnosticism, viz., Montanism. W e may remark here that 
the elements out of which Montanism arose were in existence long 
before the reputed founder of that sect, and were as far as may be 
from being heretical And thus, though we should find in our 
Epistle the echoes of Montanism, we should not be compelled to 
place it at too late a date. The emphatic designation of the 
irvevfia as the distinctive principle of Christian consciousness and 
life might of itself appear to point out such a relation* Compare 
Eph. i. 3, 13, 17 ; ii. 18; iii 5, 16 ; iv. 3, 30, 23 ; v. 18; v i 17 ; 
and CoL i. 8, 9 ; iii 16. With the Montanists, the conception of 
the Trveufia was identical with that of o-o<f>la ;* it was to them the 
principle of Christian wisdom, of knowledge and insight, which 
constituted the peculiar distinction of the Christian, if at least he 
understood his position in the world. In this sense Tertullian 
speaks of the administratio paracleti quod intellectus reformatur 
quod ad meliora prqficitur.2 Through the agnitio paracleti which 
distinguishes them from psychical men, the Montanists are also 
instructiore$ per paracletum.* 

Shall we seek here for an explanation of the fact that in both 
our Epistles, that to the Colossians also, the essence of Christian 
perfection is so often made to consist in ovveccs, in ao<f>ta, yvcocris, 
etc. ? (Compare in addition to the passages last cited, Eph. v. 15) 
CoL ii. 2 3 ; iii 16 ; iv. 5 ; I 9.) The Montanists held the view 

1 In Epiphanius, Haer. xlix. 1, the Montanist prophetess Priscilla, or Quintilla, 
says that Christ had appeared to her in female form, Kal ivefiakev iv epoi TT)V 
co<f)iap ical aireKakvfo poi, etc. Cf. Eph. L 17, W€vyua crocf)lat Kal airoKaX-tycws* 

8 D e vel. Virg. c. 1. * Tert. ad. Prax. c. 1. 
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of a divine Eevelation which unfolds itself in definite succes
sive stages, and is completed in the period of the Spirit, and 
in these stages the Christian perfection, which approves itself 
through the cro^ia, etc., was reckoned analogous to the ripeness 
of manhood. So far, they held, had the Church advanced through 
the manifestations and communications of the Paraclete within 
her.1 

The Epistle to the Ephesians takes up the same idea for the 
principle of the development of the Christian Church, which, as 
the body of Christ, has still to grow up to maturity, iv. 11 sq. 
" H e has given some as apostles, others as prophets, others as 
evangelists; others as pastors and teachers, that the saints might 
be prepared for the work of ministration, for the building up of 
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to the perfect man, to the measure 
of the age of the Church at which Christ is filled with her,2—that 
we should be no more children/' Here also the end of the corporate 
life of the Christian Church is held to be reached by a progress 
stage by stage, from the state of infancy to that of manly maturity. 
But while Montanism held that end to be already attained 
in the presence of the Paraclete, the author of our Epistle, seek
ing to think the thoughts of the apostle, represented it as yet 
to be attained through the harmonious co-operation of all the 
Church's members. 

That the age to which our Epistles belong was one in which 
there was a practical interest to take this idea as the principle 
of the development of the Church, is rendered still more likely by 
the fact that the Epistle to the Colossians also contains it, i. 2 8 ; 

1 Compare the fine passage Tert. de VeL Virg. e. L Justitia primo fait in rudi-
mentis, dehinc per legem et prophetas promovit in infantiam, dehine per evan-
gelium efferbuit in juventutem, nunc per Paracletum componitur in maturitatem. 

> I t is incorrect to take rd ir\f)pa>pa rov Xpiorov in the sense of being filled 
with Christ; it is the fulness of Christ, or the contents with which Christ fills 
himself, that is, the church. The irXripcopa Xp. is thus equivalent to the o&pa 
rov Xp. in the preceding verse, and it cannot be said that the Montanist phrase 
would be irXrjpwiM rov irapcuckrjTov* . 
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KarayyekXofiev (Xpiarov) St&datcovres irdvra avdpamov ev irday 
ao<f>la, tva irapaarriaoDfiev irdvra dvOpanrov rekeiov ev Xptarq>} 

But the most striking references to the ideas and institutions of 
the Montanists are contained in the passages, Eph. ii. 2 0 ; iii. 5 ; 
iv. 11 ; where the apostles and prophets are named together, and 
in each case the prophets after the apostles. Only a superficial 
method of interpretation, a thing, however, which is not absolutely 
unknown in the later commentaries, could hold this placing of the 
prophets after the apostles to be merely accidental, and so under
stand the prophets here spoken of to be the prophets of the Old 
Testament Harless has with perfect justice repudiated this inter
pretation ; but he goes on to say that the want of the article 
before irpo^ryr&v shows the apostle to have united the two sub
stantives at ii. 20, and iii. 5, as forming together one conception, 
that is, that he gives the apostles the additional designation of 
prophets; and that this is done in reference to the description of the 
state of the heathen Christians, ii. 12, who were there said to be 
without promise and without hope, but who now possess the pro
mise which the apostles, as the bearers of the promise of the new 
covenant, have brought them. W e cannot follow him in this; the 
interpretation is far too artificial to be a real solution of the diffi
culty. The text iv. 11 shows distinctly that the apostles are 
distinguished from the prophets. Harless remarks indeed that, 
the diroaro\r\ involves the irpocfyqrela, while the irpo<fyrjrela does 
not involve the diroaroXy; and this is true; yet it is clear from 
iv. 11 that there were prophets who were distinct from the 
apostles, and the question must still be asked, Who are these 
prophets, and how came the author of our Epistle to couple them; 

1 Cf. the Kritischen Miscellen. zum Epheserbriefe j TheoL Jahrb. 1844, p. 381 
(now in Schwegler's Nachap. Zeitalter, ii. 371.—Editor), where it is justly re
marked that Paul cannot have had these ideas. H e regarded the end of all time 
and the second coming of Christ as imminent, and could not contrast his own 
time as the period of w)m6rr}s to the age of manly maturity, as an age still dis
tant, the goal of Christian history to be attained historically through an immanent 
process of development. This is a later standpoint which, reflecting on the 
past, conceived the idea of such a division of epochs. 
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with the apostles ? That it came about from a consideration of the 
contrast between the present and the former state of the Gentile 
Christians might possibly account for the passage i i 2 0 ; but that 
the same expression should be found in two other passages and 
in wholly different connexions, evidently points to something 
peculiar in the circumstances of the age, or of the Church to which 
the Epistle is addressed. 

The apostolic letters show no trace of an order of prophets who 
stand on the same level with the apostles. The passage which 
falls to be considered on the subject, 1 Cor. xii 2 8 , shows that 
Paul regarded prophecy as a ^dpiap^a among other ^apio-fiara, and 
by no means as containing in itself all the gifts of grace, or 
the special criterion of the true Church. And this is the position 
of the author of our Epistle; with him the apostles and the new 
prophets, the latter manifestly as successors and representatives of 
the apostles in the post-apostolic Church, are the depositaries of 
divine revelations, the 0ep,€)uov, the foundation of the Church.1 

Not Paul, but Montanism, attributed to the prophets such a 
position and such importance. The Montanist Tertullian co
ordinates apostles and prophets in the same way, as equally 
organs of the Spirit; what the apostles were formerly, the 
prophets are now.2 And the author of our Epistle, identifying 
himself with Paul, and speaking of the whole time from the 
apostles to the date at which he was writing, says, iii 5 : vvv 
d7T€Ka\v(f)07] (TO p,v<rrripiov) TOT? 07/019 diro<rrd\ot,s avrov Kai 

1 Krit. Misc. 1&44, p. 380. 
* De Pudic. c. 2 1 , where Tertullian is speaking of the power to forgive sinsa

; 

which, he says, belongs only to God and to those to whom it is committed b y 
God, viz., the apostles, as it had been to the prophets of the Old Testament. 
Exhibe igitur et kunc mihi, apostolice, so he addresses the Roman bishop, proplveticd 
exempla, et agnoscam divinitatem^ et vindica Hbi deliptorum ejusmodi remitiendorum 
potestatem.-—Sed habet, inquis, potestatem ecclesia delicto donandi. Hoc ego magis 
et agnosco et dispono, qui ipsum Paracletum in prophetis novls habeo dicentem: potest 
ecclesia donate delictum. If the Roman bishop appeal to Peter, Matth. xvi. 16, 
what right has he to apply to himself what is there said to Peter? Quid nunc et 
ad ecclesiam et quidem tuam, psychice f Secundum enim Petri personam spiritualibus 
potestas ilia conveniet, aut apostolo aut prophetae. Nam et ecclesia proprie etprhlci' 
paUter ipse est spiritus. 
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irpo<f>rJTa^ iv irvevfiari. The addition iv irvevyucwi is certainly signifi
cant. Several interpreters wish to refer iv irvevfjuvn to irpojnfrav; 
exclusively, but this is justly condemned by Harless and others. 
If it be asked what reason can be alleged that this predicate, which 
the context shows to be a pregnant one, should be applied only 
to the prophets, and not to the apostles also, we must go a 
step further and ask,Why is it given to both? It was for the 
sake of the prophets that it was inserted and applied to the 
apostles also. The author lived at a time when the prophets 
were recognised as new organs of the communication of the Spirit; 
only this can account for his expressly calling the apostles and 
prophets spiritales, as Tertullian calls them in the same sense.1 

And if in the third passage, iv. 1 1 , the iroipivei; refer to the 
same ecclesiastical personages as are commonly termed etrl<jKoiroit 

then we see here just that depreciation of the bishops for which 
the Montanists are censured by Hieronymus.2 

It arose from the nature of the case that the materials for these 
critical investigations were drawn chiefly from the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. The Epistle to the Colossians, however, has not been 
by any means lost sight of, and there is a further special task 
which it presents to criticism. It is well known how many 
theories have already been advanced about the so-called false 
teachers of this Epistle, without, however, finding for them any 
definite place in history, and least of all at the time of the apostle 
himself. It is even doubtful whether they were Jews or Christians; 
and this is certainly striking. If they were so considerable a 
power that the apostle thought it necessary to write an Epistle 
specially against them, we should expect that they had left some 
clearer traces of their historical existence. And certainly we 
should expect to find in the Epistle itself a more distinct indication 
of what they were. Yet how hard is it to construct the peculiar 
character of the sectaries in question from the various single 
traits, mostly the merest hints, which are given us of them; and 

1 Loc cit. 
8 Epist. 2 7 : ita in tertium, i.e. paene ultimum locum episcopi devolvuntur. 
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how little does the polemic of the author, indirect as it is, rather 
than direct, show these heretics, supposed to have been so 
dangerous, to be the real subject-matter of the Epistle, and the 
central point from which the whole contents are to be explained 
In seeking then to sift this matter to the bottom, it is not only 
permissible, but necessary, to drop the common hypothesis that 
these so-called false teachers were the historical occasion of our 
Epistle, and to set up the contrary view, that all that is said about 
them is said only by the way, to strengthen and enforce that which 
is in reality the principal theme. 

And where is it more natural to find the chief theme of our 
Epistle than in that which is said about the higher dignity of 
Christ as the central point, not only of the Christian Church, but 
of the universe in general, and about the great mystery that has 
been made manifest in him ? The author comes to this as soon 
as he has despatched the necessary introduction, and added to it, 
in the ordinary way, his expression of sympathy with the Christians 
to whom he is writing; he at once enforces this as the chief point 
to which the whole contents of his Epistle are to be referred Now 
if Christ has this high and absolute importance, if he be considered 
in his divine supra-mundane nature, the substantial centre both 
of all spiritual and natural existence generally, and specially of 
the corporate life that is developed in the Christian Church, then 
it is of the first importance to hold steadfastly to this one founda
tion, and to suffer nothing to be brought by any one into 
competition with that communication of religious weal which is 
only possible through him, as if anything else could be the channel 
of such virtue. In this argument the author does certainly 
encounter some conflicting views which serve him for the further 
development of his main thesis; but these have not the special 
historical reference which is commonly attributed to them. They 
belong merely to certain phenomena here and there, which are a 
part of the general character of the time. W e might think of 
gnosis in this connexion; we find it elsewhere, even as early as 
the Pastoral Epistles, a chief mark of Christian polemics. But 



28 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART II . 

gnosis Was, in the stage it had then reached, too nearly akin with 

the tendency of our Epistles to be spoken of in such a spirit; 

besides that gnosis also sought to place Christ as high as possibly 

and to adequately express his absolute dignity. Ebionitism, on 

the contrary, especially in the form in which it was most closely 

connected with Judaism, and in which it afterwards became a 

heresy, contained elements with which the higher conception of 

the person of Christ could not fail to come in conflict, as it became 

more and more intent upon excluding everything that might be 

put on the same level with Christ as a channel of grace. The 

polemical references of the Epistle to the Colossians are best 

explained by referring them to Ebionitism, and if this be so, then 

the special local occasion which is said to have led the writer of 

this Epistle to his task disappears; for what is here condemned 

as opposed to the Christian consciousness belongs to the whole 

general character of Ebionitism, as it stood over against the freer 

form of Pauline Christianity, not only at Colosse, but all over Asia 

Minor. A polemical reference of this nature is manifestly present, 

in what is said, ii 11 sq., against circumcision. The maintenance 

of circumcision is characteristic of Ebionitism; we see this early 

:in the case of the antagonists of the apostle in the Epistle to the 

Galatians, and it continues to be so with those Ebionites who were 

too stiff to surrender their Judaism. Epiphanius expressly remarks 

this of his Ebionites, as well as of Cerinthus and his followers.1 ; 

Then, as for the principles about eating and drinking, and the 

observing of certain days and seasons, which gave occasion for the 

warning, ver. 16, we know further from Epiphanius that the 

Ebionites rejected altogether the use of animal food, considering 

that it defiled the eater, a view which is clearly to be recognised 

in those words of * emphatic prohibition, yLw) c%yfc)> firjSe yevay, 

fjurjSe 0/717?, ver. 21. They must also have held it unlawful to drink 

wine, for they celebrated their mysteries, namely, the Eucharist, 

;with ImleaVened bread and unmixed water.2 They were also 

1 Haer. xxx. 2 , 16, 2 8 ; cf. xxviii. 5. 
*Haer. xxx. 15, 1 6 ; cf. Clement. Horn. xiv. 1. 
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distinguished by their strict religious observance of certain days 

and seasons. Epiphanius mentions repeatedly the rite of circum

cision and the celebration of the Sabbath as the ordinances of the 

Jewish religion which the Ebionites held most sacred.1 The 

vovfjvrjplcu are to be understood not only of the new moons, but 

generally of the festivals, the date of which was determined by the 

moon, and the phrase may bear special reference to the Jewish 

or Ebionite celebration of the Passover, which was customary 

in Asia Minor, But most of all do the worshipping of angels 

and the transcendental speculations about the spirit-world that 

were bound up with that worship, as it is described, i i 18, 

appear to be a characteristic trait of Ebionitism. Not only 

did the Ebionites attach great importance to the doctrine of angels 

and the religious worship of them, they closely connected Christ 

himself with the angels, and even considered him to be one of 

them.2 

And it is just here that we see what was the point of the 

polemics of the Epistle to the Colossians. The Ebionites agreed 

in saying of Christ that he was created before all, exalted above 

the angels> the ruler of all created things. But then again they 

placed the angels in a co-ordinate relation to Christ, ascribed to 

them also a redeeming and mediating function, even invoked them 

directly in this capacity, and regarded Christ as only eva ra>v 

dpxayy&ow. The Epistle to the Colossians, on the contrary, 

insists strongly on the point that the dignity of Christ is not a 

question of degree, but consists in an absolute superiority over 

1 Haer. xxx. 2, 16, 17 . 
8 According to Epiph. Haer. xxx. 2 , the Ebionite doctrine about Christ (though, 

as Epiphanius remarks, they were not all together at one on the subject, or 
perhaps he was unable to harmonize the statements which he had before him) 
was in the main this: \eyova-iv avadev fiev b'vra irpb navrcav be KricQevra, nvevfia 
b'vra KCU vnep ayyeXovs b'vra iravrav be Kvptevovra, Kal Xpiarbv \eyeadai. Cf. c. 
1 6 : ov <f)do~KOvo~i be e*K Qcov Uarpbs avrbv yeyewrjo-Bai, aXXA eKrio-Bai, a>s eva rS>v 
dpxoyyeXcoVj fielfava be avra>v ovra avrbv be Kvpieveiv ra>v ayyeXav Kai ndvrS>v 

.rait imb rov iravroKparopos irenoirffievow. Tertullian also says (De carne Christi, 
o. 14), "Ebionem costituisse Jesum plane prophetia gloriosiorem ut ita in Mo 
angelusfuisse dicatur" 

file:///eyova-iv
file:///eyeadai
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everything created. Christ is accordingly not merely irpo iravrtov 

KTiaBeis, but the irpmroroKo? irdoy? icTiaew, so far from being 
himself created, that on the contrary all things are created in him. 
Hence it is strongly asserted that Christ is the K€<f>a\rj both TOV 
<ra>fiaTO$, TT}$ e/c/cXrjcrlas, and iraafjs dpXH* Ka^ e%ovaia$; and the 
chief proposition of the whole contention is, in contrast to that 
Ebionite ov tcparelv TTJV KefaXrjv, that in so pre-eminent a sense 
is Christ to be held as head, that whatever is not itself the head 
cannot be thought to stand to him in any relation but that of 
absolute dependence. What is said both against circumcision and 
against the crro^eZa rov /cdafiov, is to be regarded from the same 
point of view, namely, as opposition to everything that might 
detract from the absolute dignity of Christ Now a doctrine which 
made man dependent in religion on his natural, physical being or 
material nature, which made religious welfare obtainable through 
the purifying and sanctifying power that was ascribed to the 
elements and substances of the world,1 through the influence 
which the heavenly bodies were said to exercise on the sublunary 
world, through what was naturally clean as distinguished from 
what was held for unclean,—this doctrine placed the aToi%eia rov 
/cdapiov in the position which only Christ, as the Redeemer, ought 
to occupy. Just in this way do we find, ver, 8, that the crro^eZa 
rov Koapuov and Christ are placed over against each other. This 
then is what our writer calls philosophy in the same sense in 
which the essence of philosophy is called worldly wisdom. It is 
the science which deals with the croiyeia TOV xoapbov; it is only 
a KoapLLKT) ircuhela, as philosophy is termed in the Clementine 
Homilies (Horn i. 10), in contrast with the doctrine of the true 
Prophet It thus contains nothing to raise man above the world 
to God. It is a mere cosmology, not a theology, a distinction 
which seems to be before the writer's mind when he proceeds, after 

1 A s was the case with the Ebionites, cf. Epiph. in loc. cit. They ascribed 
such virtue especially to water. According to the Clementine Homilies in the 
Contestatio pro eis, qui librum accipiunt, one is to invoke as pdprvpas . . * 
ovpavbvy yrjv vb&p, iv oft? ra irdvra irepUxerai, npbs rovrots be Smaaiv KOL rbv 
irdvrov birjKovra dipa ov aptv OVK dvairvw. 
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the words, Kara ra aro^ela Kal oi Kara Xpiorov, and adds that 
it is in Christ that the ir\r\pwpAi rfj<; 0€orrjro<; dwells. It is this 
divine element which distinguishes Christianity from a philosophy 
which deals with nothing more than the oroi^eta rov Koapxyv. 
Such a doctrine is nothing but a philosophy; it may be called a 
Keprj dirdrrj, a mere irapdZoa^ r&v dvOpwircav. 

If, as can scarcely be denied, the polemical references of the 
Epistle to the Colossians are rightly accounted for by what we 
have brought forward, it must be admitted that the position 
occupied by our writer in this controversy is a totally different 
one from that of the apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
He was dealing there with the naked opposition in which Chris
tianity was coming to stand towards Judaism, and with the 
question whether, in addition to faith in Christ, Jewish circum
cision could have a place as a necessary condition of salvation. 
But here the stress of the antithesis is no longer, as formerly, in 
the sphere of soteriology (which was of course the first and chief 
contents of the Christian consciousness), it has advanced to the 
sphere of Christology, and the important point is now to bring 
what was thought to be the soteriological contents of Christianity 
to its absolute expression in the clearer and more definite concep
tion which was coming to be formed of the person of Christ. The 
process of the development of the Christian consciousness con
sisted just in this, that instead of the immediate consciousness of 
the blessings of Christianity, there came a stage where these 
blessings were taken for granted, and here only such a conception 
of the person of Christ was admissible as would represent him 
with full capacity to produce all those effects, inwardly intense, 
and outwardly extensive, in which the work of redemption was 
held to consist. In this sense the absolute conception of the 
person of Christ is the theme of both Epistles, and if we find them 
(a point to which we must recur afterwards) insisting upon a unity 
in which all differences are done away, then Christ himself must 
be taken as the central point of that unity. Thus the dispute 
with Ebionitism wets of importance only as the views of that body 
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came into collision with the conception of the person of Christ 
which was thus being developed. 

Thus the more special subjects which seemed to give this Epistle 
an advantage over that to the Ephesians, fail to dispel the sus
picion of its post-apostolic origin. But apart from the historical 
phenomena by which both epistles are.to be explained, there are 
numbers of smaller points about them which would lead us to con
clude that the author stood at some distance from the apostolic 
age. If Paul were the author of these Epistles, how could he him
self have given to the drroordXjot, the predicate ar/toil iii 5. 
De Wette at once remarked this, and justly considered it as 
-weighing against the apostolic origin of the Ephesian letter. To 
this Harless answered "that the predicate 07*01 was positively 
required by the context Why, he said, should the apostle, who 
calls all Christians cuyioi, carry his modesty so far as to scruple to call 
the apostles the same, even though he himself was one of them? 1 

Does he call himself so tear egoxnv, or was it such a virtue in 
the apostles to be ayioc, that they should not have ventured to 
mention it, however unobtrusively ? Those whom he calls ayioi 
are the apostles called by God, and. so distinguished from other 
men." But the chief point is that this designation is not found in 
any other passage of an apostolical letter, but becomes a standing 
predicate of the apostles in a later age, which the greater the dis
tance from them, looked up to them with the humbler reverence. 
The author of the Epistle, then, seems here to have made a slip, 
and to have betrayed himself involuntarily as a different man from 
the apostle, and as living in a later age. But on the other hand, 
we cannot fail to see how earnestly he tries to convince us of his 
identity with him. Thus he makes the apostle assure us again 
and again that he is Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, the prisoner 
for the sake of the gospel In Eph. iii 1 the apostle says of him-

1 A s remarked in the Krit. Misc., p. 282 , there is something remarkable in the 
frequent use of the predicate ayioi as a convertible phrase with " believers" or 
"church." Compare with this the emphasis with which the Epistle to the 
Ephesians dwells on the sanctity of the Church, e.g. v. 27* 
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self: eyco Ilavkos, 6 BeapLio? rov Xpiarov 'Irjaov xnrep vp^cov rS>v 
edvcov... rod evayyekiov, ov eyevdpbrjv BIOKOVO? Kara TTJV Bcopeav rr}$ 
ydpiro? rov Geov... epbol r& eKa'Xiaroreptp irdvrcov rcov dylcov eBddrj 
V %dpi$ avrrj, ev roi$ eQveaiv evayye\laaadai rov... TTKOVTOV TOV 

Xpiarov* iv. 1, TrapatcaXco ovv vpLas eycb 6 Be'apLios ev Kvpccp* 
v i 20, irpeafievco ev dXvaei. CoL i. 23, rov evayyekiov . . . ov 
eyevopajv eyco Ilavkos BiaKoyor ver. 24, 17 eKKkrjaia 779 eyevdpxjv 
eyco SiaKovos, Kara rrjv oiKovopilav rod Oeov, rrjv Bodeladv p,oi eJ? 
u/ia9 ...ev roh eQveaiv. Is it the apostle's custom to speak thus of 
himself and his apostolate? How different are those passages which 
we naturally compare with the above, 1 Cor. xv. 9, 2 Cor. x. 1, 
GaL v. 2. Is it not remarkable that the same thing should be 
insisted on again and again ? How many words are used, how the 
expressions rise higher and higher! A notable instance of this 
exaggeration of expression is the peculiar form eXaxiardrepos, where 
the writer evidently had 1 Cor. xv. 9 (eyco 6 eXa^toro?) before his 
mind. This simple and natural form, however, did not content him, 
nor did the phrase €\aj£*aT09 T&V dwoardXcov, for which, with the 
same love of extremes, he substitutes eXaxiardrepo? irdvrcov dylcov. 
And what a contrast to this ekaxiardrepos irdvrcov dylcov does it 
present, when the apostle not only reckons himself among the 
wyioi, but even writes to the Church at Ephesus that they will be 
able to see from his Epistle how great insight he possesses into the 
mystery of Christ (iii. 4, 5). 

Such digressions into personal matters, such exaggeratipns 
of the materials which are used,1 such contradictions, in which 
the personation that is going on is clearly betrayed,—these 
are among the characteristic features of our two Epistles, as 
they are of the Pastorals. Here we have also to mention 
what De Wette justly remarks on the passage, Eph. ii. 20, 

that the apostle, who was actively engaged up to the end of his 
life, and who was conscious that his position was no other than 
that of a labourer for the kingdom of God, could hardly have 

CoL iii. 11 is also such a passage; it is evidently formed after the passage 
GaL iii. 28, and exaggerates the differences there spoken of. 

C 
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regarded himself (as we find in the passage named) as the founda
tion already laid, and still less in conjunction with other apostles 
who laboured in a different spirit from his. Such a view would 
be appropriate, as De Wette remarks, only to a disciple of the 
apostle who saw before him the complete results of the apo
stolical labours, who was filled with reverence for them, at whose 
time, moreover, the gift of prophetic inspiration had ceased to be 
generally diffused throughout the Church, so that the prophets of 
his age appeared to him in a higher light than that in which the 
apostle Paul regarded them. 

The same late date of composition is betrayed in the passage, 
Eph. iv. 14, eva prjfeen copev . . . K\VSCOVL^6/JL€VOL /eat irepi<^epop,evoi 
iravri dvlpxp TT\% SiBaa/caXias, iv rrj icvfiela r5>v dv0pd>7ra)vt etc. 
This unstable swaying to and fro between different and constantly 
changing doctrines, which is mentioned here as a state of things of 
which there had already been experience, is quite out of place as 
a picture of the apostolic age. 

In conclusion, we may notice the salutations sent from Mark 
and Luke, CoL iv. 10, 14. Mark and Luke are mentioned at the 
close of the Second Epistle to Timothy, and as soon as doubt is 
thrown upon the genuineness of that Epistle, we are led to believe 
that there was some special reason for mentioning them. Their 
Gospels were at that time highly valued as a basis for that 
general unification of the Church which every one desired, and 
thus there was a motive to call attention on every occasion to the 
harmonious relation that existed between these two men, and 
between them and the apostles. Thus the mention of their names 
in the Epistle to the Colossians can scarcely be without some under
lying motive. The mention of Mark is connected with a further 
difficulty. According to the Second Epistle to Timothy (iv. 12), 
which must have been the last of the apostle's letters, he was to be 
called to Eome at that date, while, according to the Epistle to the 
Colossians, with which that to Philemon agrees (ver. 24), he was 
with the apostle at Eome already. And this is the more remark
able, that the journey of Tychicus to Ephesus, mentioned at the 
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same time, 2 Tim. iv. 12, can scarcely be a different one from that 
spoken of, Eph. vi. 2 1 ; Col. iv. 7. W e must therefore imagine the 
apostle's assistants to have taken journey after journey from the 
east to the west, and from west to east again, if these different 
dates are not to stand side by side in the most glaring contra
diction. 

It has long been acknowledged that in expression and style 
these Epistles have a character of their own, and are distinguished 
from the Epistles of Paul; especially is this true of the Ephesian 
letter. In its heavy long-drawn periods, laden with far-fetched 
and magniloquent expressions, we miss both the lively dialectical 
process and the wealth of thought for which the apostle is dis
tinguished. In the Colossian letter this is less strikingly the case, 
yet in many passages it also gives us the impression of a composi
tion without life or spontaneity, moving forward in repetitions and 
tautologies, and sentences grouped together with a merely outside 
connexion. 

What, then, we have still to ask, is the true object of these 
Epistles, if they be not by Paul, and can only be understood in the 
light of the features of that later age from which they sprang ? 
The central idea around which everything else revolves in them is 
to be found in their Christology; but it is impossible to assume 
that the object for which they were written was the purely theore
tical one of setting forth those higher views of the person of Christ. 
The occasion out of which they arose must have been some prac
tical need in the circumstances of the time; and even the idea of 
the person of Christ is at once brought into a certain definite point 
of view. Christ, it is manifest, is taken here as the centre of the 
unity of all opposites. These opposites embrace the entire uni
verse ; heaven and earth, the visible and the invisible, and every
thing that exists has in Christ the basis of its existence; in him, 
therefore, all oppositions and distinctions disappear; even up to the 
highest spirit-world there is nothing that has not its highest and 
absolute principle in him. This metaphysical height is sought, 
however, only in order to descend from it to the immediate present 
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and its practical necessities; for here also there are opposites of 
which only Christ can be the reconciling and atoning unity. Here, 
accordingly, we find the stand-point from which the object and 
the contents of the Epistles can be satisfactorily comprehended. It 
is obvious that they point to the distinction of Gentile and Jew 
Christians; and thus they clearly belong to a time when these two 
parties were still, to some extent, opposed to each other, and when 
the removal of their mutual opposition was the only road to the 
unity of the Christian Church. How strongly the need of such 
unity, to be realized by the mutual approaches and the gradual 
fusion of the two still separated parties, was felt at the time when 
our Epistles were written, is clear on the face of them; first, in 
the earnest exhortations to unity, as especially Eph. iv. 1; in the 
repeated commendations of love as the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 25, 
v. 2 ; Col. ii 2 ; iii. 14 ; and further, in all those passages where 
the Church is described with such emphasis as an organism sub
sisting in the idea of its own unity and the inward connexion of 
all its members with each other. This unity of the Church as an 
organic whole is the object towards which those Epistles labour 
with all their powers ; they seek to make it clear that this oneness 
with the principle on which the Christian Church is based is 
necessarily contained in Christ as the head of the Church, and 
thus that the important point is to become fully alive to that 
which is already a fact, to recognise it practically, and carry it out. 
W e find three momenta in which the conception of the person of 
Christ possesses itself its essential unity, and which supply the 
motives for this effort after unity which belongs to the idea of 
the Church. 1. The Epistle to the Colossians takes up the highest 
metaphysical stand-point: here Christ in his pre-mundane exist
ence as the image of the invisible God, is the principle of creation 
itself; if all things be created in him and through him, then all 
have in him their perfect unity and their highest teleological 
reference. As everything comes forth from him, so everything 
must return to him; and there is no opposition, no distinction, 
which is not done away in him, the principle of all unity, from the 
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beginning and absolutely: ra irdvra Si avrov Kal eh avrbv 

eicrurraiy CoL i. 1 6 . 2 . The second momentum is Christ as the 
Ke<f>a\ri Try; eKKXrjalas, as the Lord raised through his resurrection 
and̂  ascension, to be the head of the Church as his body. Here the 
view goes upwards from beneath, as in the first instance it went down
wards from above, so that both are but the two sides which can
not be disjoined, of one and the same unity realizing itself through 
their difference. This second momentum is enforced with equal 
emphasis in both Epistles: Col. i. 1 8 , sq., and Eph. i. 2 0 , sq. Here 
it is clearly set forth how in Christ, as the head of the Church, 
all oppositions and differences in the Church, and indeed in the 
world, must disappear, since he is pre-ordained, dvaK€<f>aXat(oaaa6ac 
ra rrdvra in himself as KefaXrj; everything without distinction, 
both things in heaven and things on earth (this could not be the 
case were he not the absolute principle of all things existing, as he 
is described, CoL i. 1 5 ) . The very obvious inference is drawn 
from this, how much it is the interest of the various parties in the 
Church to overlook all differences that keep them from each other, 
and in the consciousness of the unity of their common principle, 
to come together themselves to actual unity. 3 . To these two 
momenta, standing as they do over against each other, comes the 
third in which they are mediated. This is found in the death of 
Christ. It is one of the peculiarities of those Epistles that they 
regard the death of Christ in the light of an arrangement made by 
God with the view of destroying the wall of partition between 
Gentiles and Jews, and of reconciling both at once to God through 
the peace that has thus been brought about. There is nothing 
that both Epistles together insist upon more than this general 
elprjvorroiecv, and aTroKarakdrreiv, through Christ: Eph. ii. 1 4 , sq.; 
CoL i. 2 0 , sq. All distinction between Jews and Gentiles is abolished; 
the absolute superiority which the Jew had over the Gentile is 
taken from him; for through the death of Christ the Mosaic law, 
the handwriting that was against us of a law consisting in positive 
commandments and ordinances of direct authority, is now destroyed. 
Since, then, in Christianity all national differences and oppositions, 
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with everything else that divides men from each other in the 
various relations of life, are abolished through the death of Christ, 
there appears in it the new man who has now to lay off more and 
more in practical reality the old man that still cleaves to him, Col. 
iii. 9 ; Eph. i i 10, 15; iv. 22. Connected with this, and starting 
from a metaphysical idea of the person of Christ, the Epistle to the 
Colossians represents the effects of his death in doing away with 
all distinctions and oppositions, as affecting even the invisible 
world. In that sphere, also, Christ has reconciled all things 
through the relation in which they stand to him, has made peace 
through the blood of his cross, and brought back all things, both 
in heaven and earth, to the unity that is in him. So essential a 
part is it therefore of the peculiar task of the Christian church to 
strive after unity, and to realize the idea which she sees presented 
to her in Christ, who is the highest and absolute principle of her 
existence, as he alone can be the goal of all her efforts. 

All this carries us to that period when, not without the ferment 
and commotion of conflicting elements, the Christian church was 
coming to realize herself and to achieve her unity. With all the 
authors of the immediately post-apostolic age whose writings 
have come down to us, the prominent interest of the time appears 
to have been the unity of the Church, the necessity of which they 
recognised, and which they strove in various ways to usher in. 
W e have thus before us a state of affairs which lies beyond the 
stand-point of the apostle Paul His task was to lay the founda
tions of the Gentile Christian churches; but here we see the two 
parties fully formed, and confronting each other, and the great 
point is to bring them nearer to each other, and to bridge over the 
gulf which still divides them. Our Epistles find the point of 
meeting where these differences may be reconciled chiefly in the 
death of Christ. In the same way the author of the Johannine 
Gospel regards the unity which binds the different elements of 
the Church into one body as an effect which nothing but the death 
of Christ could have procured.1 

1 Cf. Abhandlg. liber das joh. E v . ; TheoL Jahrb. 1844, p. 621 (Unters. ttber 
die Evang. 316). 
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To the apostle Paul himself this view is not familiar. It is true 
that the death of Christ is to him also the principle of a new creation, 
a new life, but with him this is only in essence, theoretically, 
generally, and in connexion with his doctrine of faith, inasmuch as 
to him who believes in Christ and his atoning death, old things are 
passed away, and all things are made new. But he never made a 
definite practical application of the death of Christ to the differ
ences existing between the two parties out of whose union the 
Christian Church was to arise, such as is made here; still less did 
he ever ascribe to the death of Christ such an influence in the 
super-sensuous world as we find in our Epistles; that could be 
done only from the stand-point of their peculiar Christology.1 

Thus even here there is a very noticeable difference; on a closer 
view, however, we become aware that even the Pauline doctrines of 
justification by faith, and of the relation of Judaism and heathen
ism to each other and to Christianity, are modified in a way which 
can only be explained from the circumstances of the time in which 
these Epistles were produced, and the peaceful tendency which 
these circumstances impressed on them. The writer of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians cannot, as a true follower of Paul, degrade 
the Pauline doctrine of justification from the position which 
belongs to it; yet hardly has he mentioned faith, when he appears, 
although unconsciously, to be unable to refrain from going on 
to speak of works or love. This is most strikingly the case, i i 8, 
where the sentence, rrj yap %dpLTi eare aeacoapevoi Bid rfj<: irla-

T€Q>9> /CCU TOVTO OVK Vp,£>V' &€0V TO B&pOV OU/C €^ €py<0V, LVU 
prj r*5 KavyrfariTai, indorses the Pauline doctrine with laboured 
and abundant emphasis; but with how little inward sequence 
does the next sentence follow it, a sentence adopted from the 
doctrine of James: avTov yap eapbev iroiTjpa, KTIO-0€VT€$ ev 

1 CoL i. 2 0 ; Eph. i i i 9, sq. The Epistle to the Colossians represents the 
death of Christ as peculiarly a victory over the evil powers; Christ stripped 
them of their power, made a show of them openly, and triumphed over them, 
ii. 15. This is not found with the apostle in such immediate connexion with the 
death of Christ, but is a feature of later, particularly of Gnostic representations; 
Cf. Gesch. der Lehre von der Versbhnung, p. 27, sq. 



40 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART II . 

XpiOT<p 'Ir)aov eirl epyois cuyadoh, oh irpor)TOifiao'€V 6 0605, 
iva ev avroh TrepiTrarria&pAv. Works are thus to go by the side 
of faith, but instead of faith being alleged to be the foundation of 
them, they are placed by the side of faith as the final purpose of 
the creation of men. It is the same with love; the apostle Paul 
expresses by his phrase, irlans Si wywrrrf; €vcpyovp,€vr], the inward 
unity of faith and love; in place of which the author of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians has only love by the side of faith, iii 17, 
18, and vi. 23, w^dirq p,era 7r/<rrec>9. The Epistle to the Colossians 
prefers to take faith and works together as the moral praxis of the 
Christian life, i 10 ; iii. 9, sq. By setting faith and love in this 
relation to each other, justice is to be done to both parties; and we 
see that in these Epistles, Gentile and Jew Christians are placed 
side by side, as equally privileged members of the Christian Church. 
Thus Judaism and heathenism equally occupy a negative position 
in relation to Christianity, Eph. ii. 11 ; CoL i 2 0 ; yet as conces
sions may have been made to the Gentile Christians for the sake 
of unity, so out of regard for the Jewish Christians there are 
certain concessions made to Judaism of which the apostle Paul 
would not altogether have approved. It is said of the Gentiles, 
Eph. ii. 11, that they who were called uncircumcision by that 
which is called circumcision in the flesh, had been, during the 
whole period of heathenism, without Christ, aliens to the citizen
ship of Israel, unacquainted with the covenants of promise, 
without hope and without God in the world ; but that now, they 
who before stood far off have come near in the blood of Christ. 
That is to say, the heathen have only received a share of what 
the Jews had before; and thus Christianity is not the absolute 
religion in which the negativeness of heathenism and that of 
Judaism come to an end together; on the contrary, the substan
tial contents of Christianity are just Judaism itself. Thus the 
universality of Christianity consists in this, that Judaism is 
extended to the heathen through the death of Christ. In 
it the hostility, the wall of division, and every thing positive 
that separated the two parties, has an end; both are reconciled to 



CHAP. I V . ] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS. 4 1 

God in one body and in one spirit, both have the same access to the 
Father. It is true that the heathen have thus, as Christians, 
everything that the Jews have; yet they are in the position of 
having been admitted, of having come near, of having received 
a share; for they, as the edvrj, are merely avyKkrjpdvofia Kal 
avaacopu Kal onjfipL6T<y)(a Tr}$ hrwyyekLas ev rco Xpurrcp. They 
are merely partakers of that to which the Jews have the first 
and indisputable claim. Now, if we consider how the Apostle 
expresses himself on this subject, especially in the Epistle to 
the Romans, we cannot admit this to be a genuine Pauline 
view. The deeper reason of the difference is, that the peculiar 
Pauline conception of faith is not familiar to these Epistles. They 
know nothing of faith as an inward process in the conscious
ness, the most essential part of which is a personal conviction and 
experience of the impossibility of justification through the law. 
Hence the object of this faith, the death of Christ, remains 
purely external to them The death of Christ has indeed brought 
about the cancelling of the law as well as the forgiveness 
of sins; but the law, which is set aside in the death of Christ, 
appears to be here little more than the injunction of circum
cision.1 

It is in this way that the chief result of the death of Christ is 
the reconciliation of heathens and Jews : this reconciliation was a 
thing of course, as soon as the wall of partition, that is, circum
cision, "the difference between irepirop^ and aKpofivarla, was taken 
away. Such is the Christian universalism of these Epistles; it 
is not based upon the profound idea of the Apostle's religious 
anthropology, but only upon the coalition of heathens and Jews, 
which is one of the outward effects of the death of Christ. It is 
the same external universalism which the pseudo-Clementine 
homilies make the object of Christ's death in addition to the 

1 The fjpS>v x€lP(fypa<t>ov r o & bfypaaiv, o fjv vncvavriov fjpiv, Col. ii. 14 
(cf. Eph. ii. 15, 6 vdfios rS>v ivro\S>v iv fioypwrtv), is quite adequately accounted 
for b y referring it to the penalty connected with the injunction of circumcision, 
that every man not circumcised was to be regarded as liable to be put to death. 
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forgiveness of sins. The Christian identifies himself with a new 
man, who, according to these Epistles, arises out of Christianity, 
so that he, as Christian, is neither Jew nor Gentile (cf. Eph. ii. 15), 
and, as Christian, has now to put off all the impurities of heathen
ism. Judaism thus loses, it is true, the absolute claim it made 
through the law of circumcision; but for this loss the Epistle 
to the Colossians seeks to provide a compensation; it is at some 
pains to show that even in these altered circumstances there is a 
circumcision, not ev aap/cl xeipo7rolrjTo$, but dxeipoTrolrjTos, ev 

rrj direichvau rov adpaTos Trjs <raptcb<;f the TreptropLTj TOV Xpurrov, 

which takes place in baptism, in which rite Christ makes alive 
the vefepov? ovras ev TTJ aKpofSvarlq rf]9 craptco?, for in baptism 
they renounce all sensual desires, and dedicate themselves to a 
pure and holy life. This statement that Christian baptism was 
to have the same meaning with Jewish circumcision, is one 
we meet with elsewhere in post-Apostolic writings. The more 
importance the author of the Epistle to the Colossians attaches to 
the foundation thus gained for the union of Gentile and Jew 
Christians, the more must he have been led to controvert the 
principles of Ebionitism, a sect which repudiated universalism 
if coupled with such conditions, and would hear of no renuncia
tion of thoseh elements which, as he shows, were irreconcilable 
with the absolute Christian principle. 

It is quite clear that the Epistle to the Ephesians is secondary 
to that to the Colossians; but it may be doubted whether it was 
written much later, and whether by another author. May not the 
twin Epistles have gone forth into the world together ? A com
parison of the contents of both suggests that the materials have 
been divided between them purposely with some such view. Al l 
that is polemical, special, and individual, is given to the Colossian 
letter: the Ephesian letter seems purposely to avoid all such topics, 
while, on the other hand, it treats the general subject of the Colos
sian letter more at large. The close relation of the Epistles to each 
other makes it somewhat striking that they seem to contain refer
ences to one another; the.writer to the Colossians tells his readers 



CHAP. IV.] EPISTLES TO EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS. 4 3 

expressly, iv. 16, that they are to communicate their letter to the 
Laodiceans, and to get another letter from Laodicea communicated 
to themselves. The question is naturally suggested whether our 
Epistle to the Ephesians is this Laodicean epistle. Marcion asserts 
that the Epistle had the title, To the Laodiceans; but Marcion may 
have had no other authority for this statement than the passage, 
CoL iv. 16, itself. Yet though the letter was originally addressed 
To the Ephesians, and intended for them, i. 1, we may still suppose 
that the writer imagined the letter to have been taken by Tychicus 
to Ephesus, but to have been meant for other churches also; and 
thus it might reach Colosse from Laodicea. This would explain 
why the words, iv, 16, are not rrjv eU AaoBucelas, but Trjv etc 
AaoBi/eelas. If the address, Eph. i. 1, contained originally nothing 
more than rots 07/019 teal irioTol? ev 'Irja. Xp., the addition roc? 
ova-iv ev '.E^e'o-p, might easily arise from 2 Tim. iv. 12, where 
Tychicus is spoken of, the same who is named, Eph. vi. 21, CoL 
iv. 7, as the messenger of the apostle and the bearer of the Epistle, 
Tfytteov Be airecTeCka eh HE<\>eaov. Tychicus is thus, in any case, 
named as the bearer of both Epistles. Now it is curious to find it 
said, Eph. vi. 21, iva Be elBrjre zeal vfiels rd tear ep,e, TL irpdaaa), 
irdvra vplv yvcoplaei 6 Tv)(iic6<it etc. This teal before vpuel^ can 
only be explained from CoL iv. 7. The author of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians writes as if he, that is, the apostle, had just before 
been writing to the Colossians the letter intended for them. This 
may indeed be the invention of the author of the Ephesian letter 
writing later than the other author. But the circumstance can be 
accounted for equally well by supposing that the authors of both 
Epistles are one and the same man. He will then have referred, 
Eph. v i 21, to the Colossian epistle, as, in CoL iv. 16, to the 
Ephesian epistle. What makes this the more likely is, that it is 
hard to see why the readers of the Colossian epistle should be 
referred to another epistle about to reach them from Laodicea, if 
there were not such an Epistle in existence at the time. The 
same author will thus have purposely divided into two letters 
what he could have said in one ; and why ? Probably because he 
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thought that what was said in the same way in two letters would 
produce the greater impression. The passage, Col. i i 1, shows also 
how the author of this Epistle had two churches in his mind when 
he was writing, so that even this passage, taken in connexion with 
iv. 16, might make it seem not unlikely that as his subject was of 
equal importance to both churches, he felt himself induced to write* 
two separate letters to them. Thus the more important the subject 
appeared to him with which both Epistles deal, the easier did it 
seem to imagine how the Apostle came to write these Epistles to 
two churches with which he was personally unacquainted (for 
this is especially remarked, CoL i i 1, and the same thing is inferred, 
Eph. i. 15). 1 These explanations may have appeared necessary to 
the later author, but what reason could have induced the Apostle 
himself, judging even by the contents of our Epistles, to write to 
two churches with which he did not stand in any intimate rela
tions ? The Epistle to the Eomans cannot be appealed to here as 
a case in point, unless a comparison were possible between the 
contents of the Epistle to the Eomans and the contents of these 
two Epistles, which are so far inferior. 

Whatever may be thought of the theory here advanced of the 
identical authorship of both Epistles, there can be no doubt of this, 
that the two are so much interwoven that they must stand or fall 
together in their claim to apostolic origin. 

1 If it be assumed that the Epistle to the Ephesians was addressed to Laodicea 
as a circular, we have still the difficulty that CoL i i 1, iv. 16, mentions only 
Laodicea. Then it is to be considered that if Paul could not possibly write 
to the Ephesians in the words ascribed to him, i. 15, neither could an author, 
writing under his name, write in such terms, since the Apostle's relations with 
the Church at Ephesus were too well known to be passed over. Both Epistles 
appear to be written purposely to churches which were not personally known to 
the Apostle. Considering all this, and in addition to this, the close connexion 
which the Epistles bear to each other, one can scarcely avoid taking the Ephesian 
Epistle, in spite of its title and the oZaiv iv yE<f>c(ra>, to be an Epistle to the 
Laodiceans. 



F I F T H C H A P T E R 

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

THE critic who first ventured to cast doubt on the genuineness 

of the Epistle to the Ephesians, has lately asserted of the Epistle to 

the Philippians that its genuineness is above all question.1 It is 

true that no sufficient reasons have been alleged as yet for doubting 

its apostolic origin; yet I "think there are such reasons, and I deem 

it necessary to state shortly, for the further consideration of criti

cism, what they are. I think there are three points to be considered.2 

1. This Epistle, like the two we have just discussed, is occupied 

with Gnostic ideas and expressions, and that not in the way of 

controversy with Gnostics, but employing them, with the neces

sary modifications, for its own purposes. The passage, ii. 6, one 

of great importance for dogmatics, and of as great difficulty, can 

1 De Wette: EinL in's Neue T e s t 4 Aufl. 1842, p. 268. [In his Fifth Edition, 
published in 1848, de W e t t e referred to the doubts expressed on the subject in 
this work and by Schwegler, Nachap. Zeit. i i 133, sq., but only very cursorily, 
characterizing them, without reason shown, as an " attack on frivolous grounds." 
Liinemann (Pauli ad Philipp. Ep i s l , Giittingen, 1 8 4 7 ) ; Bruckner (Epist. ad 
Philipp. Paulo auctori vindicata); and Ernesti (liber Philipp. i i 6, sq.; Theol. 
Stud, und K r i t 1848, 4 H . , pp. 858-924) defended the authenticity of the Epistle 
against fiaur at greater length. H e judged only the last of these arguments to 
possess any scientific value, but replied to them jointly in the Theol. Jahrb. viii. 
1849, pp. 501-653 (in a section of the paper, " zur neutestamentlichen Kritik ") . 
Ernesti returned to the subject in the Stud, und Kritiken, 1851, pp. 591-632, and 
was answered by Baur, TheoL Jahrb. x i 1852, pp. 133-144, in the paper "uber 
Philipp. ii. 6 f." I shall refer to these two essays where they add anything to the 
discussion in the text, and shall reproduce the more important parts of them.] 

2 Cf. TheoL Jahrb. vi i i 502 . " W h a t appears suspicious to me in the Philippian 
Epistle may be reduced to the following three heads:—1. The appearance of 
Gnostic ideas in the passage, ii. 6-9. 2 . The want of anything distinctively 
Pauline. 3. The questionableness of some of the historical data." 
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scarcely be explained save on the supposition that the writer's mind 
was filled with certain Gnostic ideas current at the time. What an 
extraordinary conception is it that Christ, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count it robbery, or, to give the words their 
exact grammatical force, did not think that he must make it the 
object of an actus rapiendi, to be equal with God. If he was God 
already, how could he wish to become what he was already ? But 
if he was not equal with God, what an eccentric and perverted and 
self-contradictory thought must it have been, to become equal with 
God! Is it the inconceivableness of such a thought that is to be 
expressed in the words oi% dpiraypjov riyrp-aro ? But how came 
the Apostle to say of Christ a thing so inconceivable, even were it 
merely to deny it ? Though Christ did not proceed to such an act 
of rapacity and arrogance, yet it seems it was possible to him, not 
morally indeed, but abstractly. How is this to be explained? 
The doctrines of the Gnostics show us how our author may have 
come to entertain such a conception. It is a well-known Gnostic 
representation, that in one of the aeons, the last of the series of 
them, the Gnostic Sophia, there arose the passionate, eccentric, and 
unnatural desire to penetrate forcibly into the essence of the All -
father, in order to connect herself directly with him the absolute, 
and to become one with him. This desire is described as a Trpoak-
\ea0ai, a darting forward, as a rash and passionate striving, as a 
Tokp,% a bold and violent attempt.1 That aeon then sought 
forcibly to seize and to appropriate what according to its nature 
could never belong to it, and what it had no claim to. This whole 
act, and what it aims at accomplishing, is a thing purely spiritual 
Sophia wished, as the Gnostics express it, KeKotvcoinjadai ra\ irarpi 
T £ TeXettp, to associate herself with the father, the absolutely Per
fect, and, /caraXafieiv T O p,eye06$ avrov, to take up into herself 
spiritually his greatness, his absolute essence. This amounts to 
such an identity with God the Absolute, as is conveyed by the ex
pression of our Epistle, T O elvai Xaa Betp, and only this considera
tion, that, according to the original Gnostic conception of it, the 

1 Iren. adv. Haer. i. 2. 2. 

file:///ea0ai
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act was a purely spiritual one, makes it intelligible how our Epistle 
comes to speak of such a self-contradictory attempt as elvac laa 
0eox On the one side, the identity with God is a thing still to be 
realized ; on the other, the reality of it is presupposed. The inter
preters of the Epistle are thus driven to assert that the correct 
rendering of ov% dfyrray/jLov rfffiaaro, is compatible only with such 
a view of elvat laa Oe<p, as makes it a thing which Christ did not 
yet possess; for otherwise it could not be said that he did not 
wish to seize it for himself. But, they say, in order that the renun
ciation may be conceived as a voluntary one, we must ascribe to 
Christ the possibility which lies in the ev p>op<f>r) Geov \mdpya>v. 
Christ then had the divine glory, potentia, in himself, and could 
have claimed it, could have made it appear in his life. But since 
it did not consist with the purpose of the plan of redemption that 
Christ should at once receive divine honour, it would have been a 
robbery, an act of presumption, if he had taken it to himself. But 
what, we must ask, was Christ, if, while ev popcfyrj Oeov xmapytavy 
he yet possessed the divine glory only potentia, if, though actually 
God, he yet was not God ? And what conceivable reason is there 
for saying that he voluntarily renounced a thing which, from the 
nature of the case, it was impossible that he should have ? This 
being and not being, this having and not having, is possible only in 
the spiritual sphere; the distinction drawn is that between what 
is essentially and what is not only essentially, but also for con
sciousness. And the Gnostic aeons are the categories and concep
tions in which the absolute becomes the object of the subjective 
consciousness : they are themselves the spiritual subjects in which 
the absolute subjectivates and individualizes itself; or they are the 
subjective side, on which the absolute is not only the absolute in 
essence, but is also the absolute self-consciousness. Since, however, 
they are in plurality what the absolute is in unity, the descend
ing series of aeons exhibits an ever-growing divergence between 
the consciousness of which the absolute is the object, and the 
absolute itself as the object of consciousness. The consciousness 
of these spiritual subjects, these aeons in which consciousness shows 
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itself as the subjective side over against the other objective side, 
can, by its own nature, deal with nothing but the absolute, and yet 
the further off they stand, the less can they with their conscious
ness embrace and comprehend it (icaTcCkafielv). Thus, then, the 
aeon we spoke of directs itself to the absolute with the whole 
energy of its spiritual force, seeks to grasp the absolute, to compre
hend it, to become equal with it, to be one with it; but in this it 
undertakes a thing which is in itself impossible, by which it over
leaps the boundaries of its own spiritual nature, and seeks, as it were, 
to commit an unnatural robbery of the absolute. Thus, in the very 
nature of the case, it cannot possibly succeed and if it let itself 
be borne along by this impulse, it will only become aware of the 
negativity of its own being,—a thing which the Gnostics represented 
by saying that the aeon fell down out of the ir\r]p(ofia into the 
Kevcofia.2 Thus one passage speaks also of a icevovv in connexion 
with the dpTray/ws, and it is very clear from this that our author 
is familiar with the same representations, that he proceeds upon 
them, only with this difference, that what had a merely speculative 
interest to the Gnostics, has with him a moral significance. With 
the Gnostics the dpiraypxx; is a thing that actually takes place, but 
by its unnaturalness comes to an end without spreading further, and 
has merely negative consequences ; 8 in this case, however, there is 

1 hid TO dbvvdra imPaXelv irpdypari.. Iren. loc cit. 
2 Iren, i. 4. I : iv CTKLCUS Kal Kev&paros T&JTOIS e(a> (jxarbs iyevero Kal nXrjpoi. 

/xarof. 4. 2 : ev rq> aKorei Kal T© KevoDfiari. Compare Theodoret, Haer. Fab. i. 7, 
e£G> TOV 7rXi7pa>fiaTos, iv OTCIO rtvi Kal Kevvpari bidyeiv. 

3 This statement, however, requires to be qualified (as is observed, TheoL 
Jahrb. viii. 5 0 7 ) : " That aeon which sought to grasp and comprehend the abso
lute essence of God, and fell from the irXfjpapa to the jccWfia, through attempting 
the impossible, did yet at last arrive at the TrXqpa/ta. For the TrkrjpoDfia does at 
last, at the consummation of the world's history, receive all spiritual beings, and 
in it they all become one with the absolute. This shows us what the unnatural 
attempt spoken of here really signifies. I t was unnatural, in that the aeon in 
question desired to attain immediately and at once, what could not, according to 
Gnostic conceptions, be attained save as a result of the whole process of the 
development of the world. The attempt was suggested to the aeon by a subjec
tive and unreasonable impulse. It was however, at the same time, the beginning 
from which the development of the world proceeded, and was thus a necessary 
momentum. If the genesis of the world be regarded as a falling away (and this 
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a moral self-determination, which stops short of such a dpiraypo^. 
It is not, in this case, that the action has failed, but that it has not 
taken place at all: there is a voluntary renunciation and self-abase
ment, and instead of the Gnostic yeviadcu iv xevcopbari we have a 
iavrov Kevovv. Thus the voluntary act of refraining from dpiray-
/io?, in our Epistle, is a modification of the speculative dpiraypb^ 
of Gnosticism. When the question is made an ethical one, as it is 
here, there seems to be little need for saying that Christ did not 
seek to seize a thing before his moral probation, which could only 
be attained in the way of moral probation. What can be gained 
only through moral effort, that will no one gain, save as the fruit 
of his moral effort. This is so self-evident, that if it be said, a3 it 
is here, we have a right to conclude that the statement has reference 
to, and is occasioned by, some previous speculation. The state
ment could not otherwise have been made, at least in the form in 
which we find it. 1 

is the point of view here), then it is of course both subjectively arbitrary and 
objectively necessary." The apnaypAs therefore denotes " that the aeon sought 
to assert at a leap, as it were, at once, through a violent act or a robbery, that 
identity with the absolute which could only be realized through the whole cosmic 
process that it " sought to seize by an act of will, violently and prematurely, 
what it could only gain by a certain definite process." Christ did the opposite 
of this: he did not seize the elvai laa 6cq>, the divine worship that should place 
him on an equality with God, violently, as a right belonging to him in virtue of 
his divine nature (the /AO/x£q Qeov), but earned it by voluntary self-abnegation 
(cf. Theol. Jahrb. xi. 134 sq., viii. 508 sq.). The author also admits distinctly 
(TheoL Jahrb. xi. 142) that apTraypbs cannot be shown to be a Gnostic term; he 
thinks, however, that this is of no great importance if the idea denoted by the 
word is found in Gnostic systems.—Editor. 

1 The author insists again on this point in TheoL Jahrb. viii. 508 sq. " If," 
he says, " Christ was iv poptyr} Qeov v7rapx<ovf then his nature was from this very 
fact divine. N o w if this iv popcpfj Qeov xmdpxeiv was not equivalent to elvai Icra 
Geo, this must mean that what he was essentially, as iv p.. 6 . imdpxw, could only 
proceed to the elvai Icra Qe$ (i.e. become the true and actual contents of his 
consciousness) by his vindicating his divine nature in the way of moral effort— 
b y the proof of his obedience. But if the elvai laa be thus a question of moral 
achievement, how could it be said of Christ that he ever dreamed of the possibility 
of attaining, without moral action, that which could not exist save as the fruit of 

. moral action ? I t is clear that the author is referring here to certain other views. 
I t could never have suggested itself to him to connect with Christ such an absurd 
and self-contradictory idea or intention, even though it were only to deny that 
he cherished i t The idea must have been suggested to him from without." 

D 
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The other expressions used in this passage afford additional 
evidence of Gnostic modes of thought and expression having been 
before the author's mind. The contrast fiop^rj Qeov and popcprj 
8ov\ov looks indeed sufficiently simple, yet the peculiar conception 
indicated by pxjpcfyr) Qeov can only be understood by a reference to 
the use of those terms by the Gnostic. The expressions popcfn), 
papfyovv, pLopcfxaais, were very common with them. That which 
constitutes the peculiar character of one of the higher spiritual 
beings is the popcfyr) of that being; hence the Gnostics said of the 
fallen aeon, that when it passed out of the light and the pleroma, it 
was ap,op<f>o<; KCU dveiSeos, &airep empapa, and that hid T O pirjSev 
Karet\7j(f)€vai because that was wanting to him which was necessary 
to make up his definite spiritual nature. Hence when Christ 
was sent out of the pleroma to help him, the first thing he did to 
him was rrj ISla hvvdp,ei p,op<f>£>aai pApfy&aiv, TTJV KCLT ova lav pdvovy 

aXk' ov TTju Kara yv&aiv.1 The aeon was to come to itself out of 
the state of utter negation in which it had been lying; it was to 
receive its own popefyr), and that in two stages. The first stage of 
the process of pLop<f>ovv was the popcpcoaLs tear ova cap, referring to 
that which the aeon was in essence, in substance; then followed 
the pApcfxoais Kara yv&aiv, by which he became in consciousness 
also what he was already in essence. This of itself shows us that 
the ev popeprj Qeov xrrrdp^eiv means the same thing, and is identical 
with elvai laa Qea>.2 But this can be distinctly proved to be 
according to the Gnostic use of terms. 

Ernesti admits the force of this, but finds the suggestion in the Mosaic narrative 
of the Fall. Baur replies, op. ext. viii. 509 8qq.f xi. 138 sqq.t that this parallel is 
little to the point, and that our passage exhibits no trace of any reference to that 
narrative. H e points out that the condition of our first parents before the Fall 
does not in the least correspond to the pop<f)r) Seov here ascribed to Christ; that 
the robbery of the tree in Paradise which they committed is entirely unlike the 
apirayfios said to have been before the mind of Christ; and that the elvai laa 
0 6 0 ) , which he did not obtain through a apTraypos, is quite a different thing from 
the ta-eaBe a>s Bcol, promised to our first parents by the serpent, and which they 
actually attained by eating the forbidden fruit. This latter was simply the 
knowledge of good and evil.—Editor. 

1 Cf. Iren. i. 4 . 1 ; 5. 1. Theod. Haer. Fab. L 7. 
8 W i t h the difference however (as the author explains, Th. Jahrb. viii. 507) of 
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The Gnostics said of the vov$ or fiovoyevrjs that he was ofioids re 
/ecu lo-o? T G > irpofidkdvri, to the primal aeon, or the absolute ground 
of existence, as the pudvos xwP^v T 0 pe'yeOo? TOV Trarpos, since he 
only comprehends the absolute greatness of the Father, and in him 
the absolute unfolds itself to consciousness.1 On this account he 
is also called the sum of all the aeons of the Pleroma, the dp^n 
Kal p,dp<f>c0cn$ Travros TOV TrkrjptopLaTos. The number of the aeons 
is completed by Christ and the Holy Spirit. Christ taught the 
aeons that the essence of the Father is in itself quite incompre
hensible, and that the knowledge of it is possible only through the 
fjLovoyevrjs, and that the cause of the eternal existence of the aeons 
was that absolute, and for them quite incomprehensible, being of 
the Father; the cause of the existence of the Monogenes, however, 
through whom alone the Father is known, and of his p,dp<f>toai<;, 
was that which is comprehensible in the Father, co STJ ! O - O ? eari 
(o p,ovoyevTj<;). Thus he is equal with him, identical with him, 
inasmuch as he comprehends the Father, and is subjectively what 
the Father is objectively. This I0-09 elvat TO irarpl is accordingly 
his pApcpcoais or his p,opcpr), and since this p<op(fyr) is nothing but the 
being equal, the being one with the Father, he is himself in fact 
the p<opcpr) of the Father, or vTrdpywv ev p>op<f>jj &eov. Through 
the Holy Spirit all the aeons were held to have become fiop<py Kal 
yvcopirj laoiy equal to each other, so that each was what the others 
were, and thereby as much 7<ro$ to the Father as the Nous or 
Monogenes is; and their p>op<\yq consisted just in this, that they were 
thus laoL2 In a writer so obviously influenced by Gnostic ideas, it 
cannot surprise us to find a close approach to the Docetism of the 

that which is essentially, and that which is not only essentially, but also for con
sciousness. 

1 Iren. i. 1. 1. 
8 To see how great the difficulties are with which this classical passage must 

be surrounded, so long as the solution is not sought in the way I have indicated, 
one has only to look at the exertions expended on it by U S T K R I (Entw. dee paul. 
Lehrb. 4 A . , pp. 309-315). In his position these exertions are certainly not un
called for. The chief difficulty is, as he seems to be aware, to decide whether 
the expression iv f*op<pj) Oeov xmapx^v and tea elvai 0€<j), and their correlatives, 
are to be taken in an ethico-religious or in a physical and substantial sense. 
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Gnostics. This is undoubtedly the case in verse 7. If, as iv 
ofjLOMo/Aari avdpwircov yevofievos, Christ was only o/u>to? to men, 
then he was no true and actual man, but only seemed to be so. 
The expression 6polo*pa can signify only similarity, analogy; it 
cannot denote identity or parity of essence (compare Rom. vL 5) . 
The passage Eom. viii. 3, where it is said of the Son that God sent 
him iv opoMopari aapicbs dpaprias, cannot be reckoned a parallel 
to this. The opuouopua there predicated of the Son is that like
ness which as the Son he necessarily wears to the adpl; dpaprlas. 
Here, however, the opalaypba is extended to human nature generally: 
and thte is just the difference between the Docetic view and the 
orthodox. That this is the meaning of opbouapui in our passage 
is sufficiently clear from the phrase ayr\pjiTi evpedel? dvdpavjro^, 
which stands close beside it, and does not admit of any other 
interpretation. Though we should not press the G>? and evpedrjvai 
(«? indicates no more than an opinion, a view, a comparison, and 
evpeOrjvai is not equivalent to elvat,; it refers merely to the out
ward appearance, to the qualities by which a subject presents 
itself to external observation), yet in ayrfpua we have as clearly 
as need be thQ notion of an eccternus habitus, of a thing changing, 
passing, and quickly disappearing (cf. 1 Cor. viL 31). 1 

Purely Gnostic, again, is the author's view of the three regions, 
the heavenly, the earthly, and the subterranean, to all of which 
equally the power and rule of Christ extend. The KaraxOovioi can
not but remind us of the Gnostic idea of the descent into hell. The 
peculiar manner, noticeable both in this Epistle and in the two 
which we last considered, in which Gnostic and Catholic concep
tions are mingled and pass into each other ; the unsuspecting use 
the writers make of notions, bearing unmistakeably the stamp of 
Gnosticism, and which they modify only so far as the practical and 
religious objects they had to serve, made it necessary to do so— 
these things manifestly belong to a time when Gnosticism had not 
yet become the definite and striking phenomenon that it was 
afterwards, and when it was still in process of development out of 

1 Compare on this point Tk. Jahrb. vii i 5 1 5 sq., xi. 144. 
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THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS THEN PRESENT. IT WAS THE ERA OF THE FIRST 

AWAKING OF CHRISTIAN SPECULATION, EXCITED BY THE FLOATING IDEAS OF 

THE TIME, FROM WHICH SPECULATION THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIOUSNESS 

ITSELF WAS TO RECEIVE ITS PECULIAR DOGMATIC CONTENTS. AT ITS OUTSET 

CHRISTIAN SPECULATION FOUND ITS LEADING AND MOST POWERFUL INTEREST 

IN THE IDEA OF THE PERSON OF CHRIST; IT WAS AROUND THIS IDEA THAT 

THE ABSOLUTE CONTENTS OF THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIOUSNESS CRYSTALLIZED INTO 

THEIR DEFINITE OBJECTIVE FORM. THIS GROWING OCCUPATION WITH THE 

PERSON OF CHRIST COMES OUT VERY STRONGLY IN DOXOLOGICAL PASSAGES, 

SUCH AS EPH. I. 1 9 sq.; III. 8 sq.; COL. I. 1 5 sq., AND, MORE THAN IN 

ANY OF THESE, IN THE PASSAGE WE HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING, WHICH HAS 

QUITE THE AIR OF A DOXOLOGY. 

2. THIS AFFINITY WITH GNOSIS IS THE CHIEF FEATURE WHICH THE EPISTLE 

TO THE PHILIPPIANS HAS IN COMMON WITH THOSE TO THE EPHESIANS AND 

COLOSSIANS. IT DIFFERS FROM THEM CHIEFLY IN ITS PREVAILING SUBJECTIVITY 

OF TONE. THIS IS GENERALLY EXTOLLED AS THE PECULIAR BEAUTY OF THIS 

EPISTLE, AND THE SENTIMENTS AND DISPOSITIONS WHICH IT EXHIBITS TO US 

ARE CERTAINLY SWEET AND TOUCHING; YET THIS MUST NOT BLIND US TO THE 

FACT THAT THE EPISTLE IS CHARACTERIZED VERY DECIDEDLY BY MONOTONOUS 

REPETITION OF WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID, BY A WANT OF ANY PRO

FOUND AND MASTERLY CONNEXION OF IDEAS, AND BY A CERTAIN POVERTY 

OF THOUGHT, OF WHICH THE WRITER HIMSELF SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN SOME

WHAT PAINFULLY AWARE, AS HE SAYS IN EXCUSE, III. 1, rd avrd ypdfeiv 

vfuv, ifidl fiev OVK oKvrjpov, vpuv Be dcr<f>a\€<;. CONNECTED WITH 
THIS THERE IS ANOTHER CONSIDERATION WHICH MUST COUNT AS AN 

IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN JUDGING OF THE EPISTLE, VIZ. THAT WE FIND NO 

MOTIVE NOR OCCASION FOR IT, NO DISTINCT INDICATION OF ANY PURPOSE, 

OR OF ANY LEADING IDEA. THERE IS CERTAINLY POLEMIC AGAINST JEWISH 

OPPONENTS, YET ONE CAN HARDLY AVOID THE IMPRESSION THAT THIS IS 

THERE SIMPLY BECAUSE IT SEEMED TO BELONG TO THE STANDING CHARACTER 

OF PAULINE EPISTLES. THERE IS NOTHING FRESH OR NATURAL IN THIS 

POLEMIC; THE CIRCUMSTANCES DO NOT STAND OUT WITH ANY PALPABLE 

FORM. COULD ANY DESCRIPTION OF THE OPPONENTS OF CHRISTIANITY BE 

MORE VAGUE OR GENERAL THAN THIS?—III. 1 8 : TTOXKOI ireptirarovatv, 

ov9 TroWaKis eXeyov vpuv, vvv Be Kkalcov Xeyto, T O U 9 e^dpovs rov 
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aravpov rov Xpiarov, tov ro Te\o9 diroiXeia, 3>v 6 0eo9 rj Koikia, 
Kal rj Sofa ev rr) ala^yvp avr&v, ol rd hrlyeia <f>povovvr6$. The 
statements added by the interpreters in order to fill up the 
character of these Judaizing opponents and false teachers are 
borrowed from other Epistles; our Epistle itself affords no special 
features; it does not even appear where these opponents are to be 
looked for, whether at Eome or at Philippi. It is in vain that our 
author uses the strongest phrases to describe his antagonists; they 
fail to bring his polemic the colour which it wants. How harshly 
does his argument begin with the rude words, iii 2, YSXEVERE TOV9 

/evvas; and how forced is the contrast that is attempted to be 
drawn between teardrops and Trepiropjj, circumcision and con
cision ! The Christians, that is, are the irepiropx); the Jews, the 
spurious circumcision, or the Kararopurj. But how inaccurate is 
this; the difference between the true circumcision and the false 
is a qualitative one, but is here represented as quantitative by 
the exaggeration of irepiroput} to Kararop^. Nor is this peculiar 
and unnatural contrast required by anything lying in the writer's 
way; it is evidently brought in in order to give the apostle 
an opportunity to predicate irepnopLri of himself, that he may 
then go on to discourse of his own person This, as we have 
already remarked, is always an important point to the writers of 
pseudo-apostolic letters, so conscious are they of their double 
personality. 

Let us, however, examine the passage in which the apostle speaks 
of himself; it is manifestly nothing but an imitation of the passage 
in 2 Cor. xi. 1 3 sq. In the <ipydrai 8d\ioi, verse 1 3 , we have the 
KCLKOVS ipydra? of our passage, and then the one passage follows 
the other in a number of details, even the introduction of the 
apostle's person through the idea of TrepiropLrj finding its precedent 
in. the original. In 2 Cor. xi. 1 8 sq. the apostle speaks of his 
KavyaaQai in contrast to the KavyaaQai of his Judaizing opponents, 
which he characterizes, verse 1 8 , as a KavyaaBai Kara rrjv adpxa. 
To it he replies that if so great importance is to be attached to 
outward things of that sort, he himself can boast of the same dis-
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tinctions as they possess, reluctant though he be to speak of them. 
Now the author of our Epistle refers this KavyacrQai Kara TTJV 

adpfca especially to the distinction of circumcision, and so puts 
these words into the apostle's mouth, verse 3 , r)p,el<; yap eap,ev 17 
TrcpiTopLTj. Then, in order to ascribe to the apostle the true 
Trepiropifi, he takes the idea of circumcision first in a spiritual 
sense; ol Trvevpart, Oeco \arpevovTes, Kal Kavxd>p,evoi ev Xpiarp 
'Iricrov xal OVK ev aapxl ireiroLOdre^. In the following words, 
however, Kalirep eyo> e^cov ireirolQ^aiv Kal ev aaptel, he returns to 
the idea of bodily circumcision. Here we recognise what the 
apostle says of himself, 2 Cor. xi. 18, xdyo) Ka\rxf\aop,ai, i.e. ev 
crap/el; and as in what follows there (cf. verse 2 3 , wrep eya>) he 
seeks to outbid his opponents with his KavyaoOai, so here also we 
read : el T A ? Soxel a \ \o? ireiroiOevai ev craptd, eyco paKkov. This 
irerroidevai, ev crap/cl, which is merely another expression for the 
Kavyaadai Kara rrjv adpxa of 2 Cor. xi. 18, is then carried out into 
detail, verse 5 , the irepiTopLrj being placed at the head of the 
enumeration as the principal item. After the words TrepiTopurj 
o/craripL€po$, it is said £K ye'vov? 'Icrparjk, instead of 'iapaTJXlral 
elcn: Kcvyd>, and 'Efipalo? ef 'E&palov, instead of 'Eftpaiol elcri; 
Kclrydf, 2 Cor. x i 2 2 . This, however, is merely to give the apostle 
an occasion to speak more at large about himself, and to contrast 
his present Christian view of life with that ireivoiOevai ev aapKi. 
Can it possibly be doubted that the author had before his eyes that 
passage of the Corinthian letter, and followed it as the apostle 
himself could never have done ? The use of the expression Kvve$ 
can only be explained from the strong and vehement language in 
which the apostle denounces his opponents, 2 Cor. xi , and from 
the accustomed exaggeration of imitators. But how uncalled for 
and how forced does this speech of the apostle about himself appear 
when we compare it with the manner in which he deals with his 
opponents in the original passage. There we see at once what it 
is all about. How weak and lifeless is this imitation! What the 
apostle is made to say about his former life is just what nobody 
could fail to know. How petty is the mention of the circumcision 

file:///arpevovTes
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on the eighth day, how far from Pauline is the conception of a Scxair 
oavvrj iv v6fi<p, how dull and uninteresting is the whole episode! 
There are other thoughts and expressions in this part of the Epistle 
which remind us of the Corinthian Epistles; cf. verse 1 0 with 2 Cor. 
iv. 1 0 sq.; verses 1 1 - 1 4 , with 1 Cor. ix. 2 4 sq.; verse 1 5 , rekeioi, 
with 1 Cor. i i 6 ; verse 1 7 , avp,p,t,p,r)Tat pav ylvcade, with 1 Cor. 
xi. 1, fiifirjral fiov yiveade; verse 1 9 , with 2 Cor. xi. 1 5 ; verse 2 1 
with 1 Cor. xv. 4 7 sq. This more or less obvious reappearance of 
passages out of the older Epistles, together with the intentional 
leading of the discourse to the apostle's own person, his earlier and 
his present life, must certainly excite a prejudice against our Epistle. 
Nor do we find any clear reason which could have led the apostle 
to write this Epistle, and which might thus create an impression in 
its favour. A special reason is indeed mentioned, iv. 1 0 sq., in the 
shape of a present which the Philippians are said to have sent to 
Rome for the apostle's support. This, however, is spoken of in con
nexion with former subsidies in such a way as to fail entirely to 
satisfy us. Speaking of this last subsidy, iv. 1 5 , the apostle reminds 
his readers of the fact that from the commencement of his preaching 
of the gospel, ever since his departure from Macedonia, he has 
received such gifts from no church but that of Philippi, and that 
during his stay at Thessalonica they sent him assistance more than 
once. Now we must ask how this is to be reconciled with the 
apostle's distinct assertion, 1 Cor. ix. 1 5 , according to which he 
stood in no such relation towards any church whatever: iyco ovSevl 
ixprjo-dfirjv TOVTCJV, namely, i/c TOV evayyekiov $v. His ptcrffos 
was iva €vayyeki£d/ji€vo$ dhdiravov O-r^aco TO evayyekiov TOV Xpcc-
TOV, eh T O fifj KaTay(p^aaa6ac TTJ igovaia puou iv ra> evayyekitp. 
Now the exactness of the truth of these words is certainly qualified 
by the apostle's own confession, 2 Cor. xi. 9 , that during his stay 
at Corinth, brethren who came from Macedonia supplied his wants. 
The statement of the first passage, however, is only qualified, not 
entirely falsified, by the second; and the case mentioned, 2 Cor. 
xi. 9 , can only have been an exception. But here, Phil. iv. 1 5 , it 
is made to appear as if there had been a system of subsidies all along, 
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AS IF THE APOSTLE HAD RECEIVED REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE 

PHILIPPIANS, AND HAD A SORT OF ACCOUNT OF DEBTOR AND CREDITOR WITH 

THEM ( \ 0 7 0 9 Soceo)? xal Xqyfrea)?). THE EXPLANATION OF THIS IS, IN 

OUR OPINION, THAT THE AUTHOR HAD THE PASSAGE 2 COR. XI. 9 BEFORE 

HIM, AND DREW FROM IT A CONCLUSION WHICH IT DOES NOT WARRANT, 

FAILING TO ALLOW DUE WEIGHT TO THE OTHER PASSAGE. THE X 0 7 0 9 

8o(T6o)9 kal \ ^ € G > 9 IS EVIDENTLY OUR AUTHOR'S EQUIVALENT FOR THE 

BALANCE SPOKEN OF, 2 COR. X I 9, IN THE WORDS irpoaavaifKr^povv TO 

vareprfpua. 
ANOTHER CURIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE HERE CLAIMS OUR ATTENTION. THE 

INTERPRETERS OF THIS EPISTLE AGREE WITH US IN THINKING THAT THERE IS 

A REFERENCE TO 2 COR. XI. 9 : THEY SAY THAT THE WORDS ore e%rjkdov 

airo MaKeSovlas POINT TO THE SUBSIDY RECEIVED AT CORINTH, AND THAT 

THEN (VERSE 1 6 ) THE APOSTLE GOES BACK TO WHAT HE HAD RECEIVED AT 

DIFFERENT TIMES AT THESSALONICA IN ORDER TO MAKE HIS ENUMERATION 

COMPLETE. D E WETTE THINKS THAT THE Kal REQUIRES THIS INTERPRETA

TION, AND THAT THE REASON WHY THE ENUMERATION DOES NOT FOLLOW 

THE CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER IS THAT THE SUBSIDY RECEIVED AT CORINTH WAS 

THE MOST CONSIDERABLE, AND SO SUGGESTED ITSELF FIRST TO THE APOSTLE'S 

MIND. BUT IF IT WAS SO CONSIDERABLE, WHY IS IT NOT EXPRESSLY MEN

TIONED ? THE WORDS ore e%rjk6ov airo Matcehovlas CANNOT BE HELD 

TO REFER SPECIALLY TO A SUBSIDY RECEIVED AT CORINTH; THE STATEMENT 

MADE IS A GENERAL ONE, THAT HE RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM THEM FROM 

THE TIME OF HIS LEAVING MACEDONIA. THE APOSTLE COULD NOT HAVE 

PASSED OVER THE MOST IMPORTANT INSTANCE WITHOUT MENTIONING IT, 

AND IT IS EVIDENTLY NOT HE HIMSELF, BUT SOME OTHER MAN WHO EXPRESSES 

HIMSELF IN THIS WAY. THIS OTHER WRITER CONSIDERED THAT THE CASE 

MENTIONED IN 2 COR. WAS SO WELL KNOWN THAT HE DID NOT NEED TO 

REFER TO IT SPECIALLY; HE TOOK IT FOR GRANTED, AND WENT ON TO SPEAK 

OF OTHER ACTS OF ASSISTANCE, INTRODUCING THEM WITH THE PARTICLE Kal. 

THIS Kal CANNOT BE EXPLAINED IN ANY OTHER WAY. NOW IF THESE 

SUBSIDIES WERE SO FREQUENT THAT THE APOSTLE WAS IN A POSITION TO 

COUNT UPON THEM AS ORDINARY OCCURRENCES (AT LEAST IN THE CASE OF 

THE PHILIPPIAN CHURCH), IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW MUCH IS LEFT OF THE 

PRINCIPLE WHICH HE ASSERTS IN 1 COR. IX. 1 5 . THERE IS EVIDENCE, MORE-
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over, to show that the apostle cannot have received many such 
subsidies at Thessalonica: for according to the Acts he did ngt re
side there for any length of time. Thus hardly any other conclusion 
is open to us than this, that the author exaggerated what he found 
in 1 Cor. ix., about the dSekaydt e\0oVr€9 dirb Ma/ceSovlas, and was 
thus led to represent the apostle as having been assisted by regular 
contributions from the Philippian church from the date when he left 
Macedonia (ore il~i}\0ov dirb MatceSovlas); or rather, as soon as he 
left Philippi, since his residence in Thessalonica, a town which was 
also in Macedonia, is counted along with the ore €^ff\0ov ano 
MateeSovlas. Hence we notice that under the d8e\<f>dl eXBdvre; 
dirb MateeSovias, this writer understood none but Christians from 
Philippi. Thus what is told us, in chap. iv. 10, of a special occa
sion for the writing of the Epistle gives us no clear insight into 
the apostle's circumstances at the time, and this of itself might 
lead us to conclude that we have here no set of actual historical 
circumstances, but only an imaginary situation. The more we con
sider the historical groundwork of the Epistle, the more probable 
does this appear. 

3. W e have still to consider what is said in chap. i. 12, both 
about the great progress of the Gospel in Eome, and of the deep 
impression which the captivity of the apostle and his preaching 
of the Gospel are said to have produced in the whole Praetorium 
and throughout that city.1 This statement stands quite alone and 
unsupported; it is not corroborated either by the Epistles which 
profess to have been written from the apostle's captivity in Eome, 
or from any other quarter. Yet the fact is not in itself incredible, 
and no one would have thought of calling it in question had not 
the author himself taken up into his Epistle another fact which 
gives us so clear an insight into his plot, that it is impossible for 
us to take his assertions as simple history. The attention which 
the Gospel commanded in the whole Praetorium, and in Rome 
generally, is supposed, as we see from iv. 22, to have had for one 

1 iv oXo) T<£> npaiTvplcQ KCU TOIS \omots navi: who are those XOITTOI irdvres, but 
the general Roman public ? 
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of its consequences that there were believers even in the imperial 
household. 9 Aaird^ovrai, vpas, the author says at the conclusion 
of his letter, Trains ol cvyiot,, pbdkcara Se ol ix rf}? Kalaapo? ol/cla$. 
This is obviously meant to draw attention to the brilliant and 
noteworthy results of the apostle's preaching at Eome; and there 
can be no doubt that in the Xonrol iravr^, i. 13, the author was 
thinking particularly of those i/c TTJ? Kalaapos ouclas. How is it 
then that this remarkable result of the apostle's activity at Eome 
during his imprisonment, a thing so important for the history of 
Christianity, meets us nowhere but in the Epistle to the Philip-
pians ? The key to this question is found in the Clement who is 
mentioned, iv. 3 ; it is certainly a remarkable circumstance that 
this Clement, named nowhere else in the apostolic Epistles, is 
named here as sending greeting in a letter in which no other of 
the apostle's friends or assistants is mentioned as doing so. This 
marked mention of Clement cannot be held to be without signifi
cance. Since neither history nor tradition knows of any other 
Clement at that time, this must be the same who is placed else
where in the closest relations with the apostle Peter, and who is 
said to haTe been ordained by him as the first bishop of the Church 
at Eome. Now in the early legendary history it is reported of 
this same Clement that he was connected by blood with the 
imperial household. The Clementine Homilies, which derive 
their name from this Clement, represent him as the disciple, the 
companion, and the successor of the apostle Peter, and narrate his 
life in the form of a Christian romance, say of him that he was 
avrjp irpos yevovs Ttfieplov Kalaapo?. Legend, then, was acquainted 
with a Clement who was a member of the imperial house, and who 
was converted by an apostle; and the Clement of our Epistle is 
exactly the man in whose person Christianity is represented in 
the imperial house. One being thus given, our author meant us 
to infer that there were several believing members of the imperial 
house, and so made his apostle send greetings from the whole of 
them to the Church at Philippi. But how had Christianity 
gained access to the imperial house ? How could even the report 
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of it get there ? There was another well-known circumstance at 
hand to explain this, namely, the position which Paul had come to 
occupy as a Eoman prisoner in the Praetorium. The Praetorium 
was closely connected with the imperial household, and the apostle 
had been committed, at his arrival in Eome, to the praefectus 
praetorio, the oTpaToireSdpxn^ o( Acts xxviii. 16, and guarded by 
a soldier of the imperial guard. Here, then, was a door through 
which, as soon as it had gained belief in the Praetorium, Chris
tianity might penetrate to the house of the emperor. Thus one 
circumstance fits into another in a perfectly natural way, and it is 
easy to account for the emphatic mention of the irpoKoirr] TOV 
evayyeXlov and the cfxzvepovs yeve'aOai ev Xpiorp TOV? Be&pLovs ev 
oXtp ToJ TTpavr&pltp Kal Tot? iraci at the beginning of the 
Epistle. The two facts given are, on the one side, the Eoman 
Clement, and on the other side the praefectus praetorio. What 
lies between the two—the interest of the whole Praetorium in Paul 
and in Christianity, and the conversion of several members of the 
imperial house—this seems scarcely more than the natural inference 
by which these two facts are linked together. Yet we must not 
conclude that because this combination seems so natural, the facts 
actually followed each other in this order; what we know of the 
Eoman Clement will not allow us to do so. He cannot, indeed, 
be said to be altogether the creature of legend; there is some fact 
or other at the root of the legend; but the facts, so far as we know 
them, only serve to show that the apostle himself could not have 
named the Eoman Clement in this way. It has long been re
marked, and justly,1 that the fundus fabulae, in the case of the 
Eoman Clement, is that Flavius Clemens who is known to us from 
Suetonius,2 Dio Cassius,3 and Eusebius.4 The correspondence can 
hardly be mistaken, and is remarkable as an example of the 
process of formation of a Christian legend. W e can see to the 
bottom of the process, and that in the case of so important a 

1 Even by Cotelier, Recogn. S. Clem. 7, 8. Patr. Apost. voL i p. 554. 
2 Domit. c. 15. 
3 In the extract of Xiphilinus, lxvii. 14 (iii 2, 23, in Appendix to Dio Cassius). 
* H . E . iii. 18. 
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personage in Christian legend as the Eoman Clement It is 
reported of both, of the Clement of the Eoman imperial history 
and of him of Christian legend, that they were related to the 
imperial family. Suetonius calls Flavius Clemens a patruelis of 
Domitian. W e are warranted to hold him to have been a friend 
and adherent of Christianity, for the dOedrrf^ for which he was 
sentenced to death by Domitian, and which is equivalent in the 
narrative of Dio Cassius to the fjOri rS*v 'IovBaioov, mentioned by 
him in the same connexion, is the common heathen designation of 
Christianity. The contemtissima inertia with which Suetonius 
charges him, agrees with this very well; as a Christian he could 
not take any great interest in the politics of Eome, and this must 
have CQme out markedly during his consulate; hence, as Suetonius 
reports his fate, Domitian repente ex tenwissima suspicione tantum 
non in ipso ejus consulatu interemit. Then, as the family of the 
Clement of the Homilies was forced to quit Eome by some dark 
fatality menacing them, and returned thither only after manifold 
vicissitudes, so the wife, at least, of Flavius Clemens, Flavia 
Domitilla, experienced a similar change of fortune. According to 
Dio Cassius, she was banished to the island Pandateria for the 
same reason for which her husband lost his life; but she afterwards 
returned to Eome, since Domitian, as Tertullian says, when 
speaking of his mode of persecuting, facile coeptum repressit, 
restitutis etiam, quos relegaverat.1 This is the historical basis of 
the legend of the Eoman Clement; there is no historical authority 
for any Clement but this one, and we have no warrant to assume 
an apostolic Clement different from him. The passage in the 
Epistle to the Philippians cannot count as evidence, if there be 
reason to doubt the apostolic origin of that Epistle.2 The death 

1 Apolog. ch. 4 . 
2 The Epistle extant under the name of Clement cannot be appealed to in 

evidence that there was actually an apostolic Clement different from the other. 
Whatever be the date assigned to that Epistle, the name prefixed to it can never 
prove that it was written by the Clement of Christian legend. W e are not 
obliged to hold the Epistle of Barnabas to have been written by the Barnabas 
with whom we are acquainted, because it bears the name of Barnabas. 
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of Flavius Clemens is said to have been accompanied by certain 
terrible phenomena (continuis octo mensibus, says Suetonius, fulgura 
facta nuntiataque sunt), and to have been much spoken of on this 
account; and this would make it the more intelligible how this 
Clement, as one of the first Eomans of good family to confess 
Christianity, and to become a martyr to that faith, received so 
prominent a place in Christian legendary history. In order to 
make him a companion of the apostles and the successor of Peter 
in the Roman Church, he was removed further back, and made a 
relative of Tiberius instead of Domitian. Now if he became a 
Christian only in the reign of Domitian, how could the apostle 
Paul call him his crvvepyb? ? This connexion with the apostle 
Paul can only have been ascribed to him by one writing in the 
post-apostolic age, when the Clement we have spoken of had 
already been transformed into the well-known Clement of the 
Eoman legend. The mention of him in the Epistle to the Philip
pians is thus a criterion in judging of the genuineness of that 
Epistle; and more than this, it throws a new light on the whole 
composition of the Epistle. From this Clement and the interest, 
of which he was held to be the evidence, which the ol/cla 
rov Kalaapos took in the cause of the Gospel, the Epistle obtains 
the TrpoKOTTTj TOV evayyekiov, i. 12, and this is the reason of that 
fervent joy which is expressed all through the Epistle as the deep 
and prevailing sentiment of the apostle's heart. Whatever the 
author makes the apostle write about, no single subject is left 
without a reference to his prevailing joyfulness, that %a/po> Kal 
ovyxalpco Tracrtv vp2v TO O° avro Kal vptet^ xatpere Kal crvyxalpere 
/iot, ii. 17,18 (cf. iii 1, xalpere ev Kvpltp : iv. 1, xaPa K a l <TTe<f>av6<; 
ptov: v. 4, xalpere ev Kvplcp Trdvrore, iraktv ep& xjotlpere: v. 10, 
exdprjv Se ev Kvpl<p pteydkoysi) is found again and again as the 
refrain of every passage. This predominant feeling outweighed 
the pressure, the restraint, the clouded future in which there was 
so little prospect of further action in the cause of the Gospel, and 
all the cares of his position at the time. In this respect the Epistle 
to the Philippians presents such a contrast with the second to 
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Timothy, that it has long been felt that these two writings must 
be placed at very different periods of the apostle's captivity at 
Eome. Nothing but this prevailing feeling of joy can explain to 
us how the author ventures to make his apostle express the hope 
of speedy deliverance from his imprisonment. And yet it appears 
very natural that an author living at a later period could not quite 
conceal how the well-known death of the apostle was present to his 
mind. Mixed with his feelings of joy, we find thoughts of an 
approaching death, and these two conditions of his spirit neutralize 
each other in sentences such as these: d>? iravrore real vvv 
fieyaXwO-qo-eTcu XpiaTo? iv TG> crcofiaTc piov, elre Bed fft>^5, elre Bid 
Oavdrow ipuol yap TO ^rjv Xpto-ro^ Kal TO diroBavelv Ke'pSo?. El 
Be TO %jyv iv aapKC, rovrd p*oi Kapirb<i epyov, Kal rl alprfaop^tc, ov 
yvwpityr axwe'XppuL Be e/c T&V Bvo, TTJV iwcdvpLtav e^tov et? TO 

dvaXvaai, Kal avv Xpiarcp elvcu, TTOWO) yap pudWov Kpeiaaov, 
TO Be inrip,evew iv crapKC avayKaidrepov Bi vpds, i. 20-24. Can it 
be questioned that a frame of mind alternating thus between life 
and death is far less appropriate to the apostle, if at least it be 
true that prospects so unexpectedly wide and splendid had been 
opening up before him for the success of the Gospel, than for an 
author who saw before him as a historical fact that end of the 
apostle which so little harmonized with all these expectations ? It 
cannot be without some special purpose that the author of our 
Epistle places the Eoman Clement, the genuine disciple of Peter, 
as he is always accounted, at the side of the apostle Paul as his 
owepybs. He also is to be a link of that harmonious relation in 
which the two apostles were more and more to be exhibited,1 and 

1 Clement was a very suitable personage for this. H e was a Gentile by birth, 
and had y e t attached himself to Peter and to Jewish Christianity ; thus he was 
a natural mediator between the Judaeo-Christian and the Gentile-Christian 
parties, and his great reputation could be serviceable in procuring acceptance for 
the Judaizing form of Christianity. He appears in this mediatorial capacity in 
the Shepherd of Hermas, L. i vis. 2, where the Church appears to Hennas in the 
form of an old woman and commands him to write down the new revelations : — 
" scribes duos libellos et mittes manum Clementi—mittet autem Clemens in exteras 
civitates (Gentile-Christian churches) illi enim permissum est." W i t h this agrees 
the description given in the Epitome de gestis Petri, c. 149 (cf. the Martyr. Clem. 
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how was it possible that a man of such importance for the Eoman 
Church could have been unacquainted with the apostle Paul ? for 
was not the Praetorium the only quarter from which the imperial 
house was accessible to Christian teaching ? 

In general, the object of this Epistle may be said to be to give 
a representation of the apostle's personality, through which he 
should appear as great and as illustrious as possible. To this end 
everything conspires that the writer has to say; the great success 
of the apostle's preaching at Eome, the martyrdom, for it was 
nothing less, and it could never be sufficiently recognised, which 
he endured in his long incarceration, his affectionate and sympa
thetic feelings towards the Christian churches, and the constant 
direction of his spirit to Christ, in whom alone he lived. In 
conclusion, we may add that neither the hriaicoTroi, and SLUKOVOC at 
the beginning of the Epistle, nor those persons named in the last 
chapter in such a peculiar and mysterious way, Euodia and 
Syntyche (in view of the exhortation to concord they might be 
thought to be rather two parties than two ladies), with the yet 
more peculiar avtyyos yp^aw, are in accordance with the apostle's 
manner in other Epistles. 

ADDENDUM. 1 

No other Epistle contains so many passages, which from one 

in Cotelier's Patr. Apost. i , p. 808) of the character of Clement, that he as 
" tertius post magnum Petrum in excelso romanae ecclesiae throno sedens, ipsum-
que virtutis certamen suscipiens, magistri vestigiis insistebat, apostolicamque 
doctrinam ipse quoque praeferebat et similibus moribus effulgebat, non Chris
t ians dnmtaxat placens, verum etiam Judaeis ac ipsis gentilibus et omnibus 
omnia factus ut et sic omnes lucrifaceret Christoque praesentaret ac verae reli-
gioni connecteret." A s middleman between Jewish and heathen Christians, he 
was represented as the depositary of all the traditions held for apostolic, which 
were to be valid and obligatory for Jewish and heathen Christians equally. 
Cf. m y Abh. ttber den Ursprung des Episcopats; Tttb. Zeitschr. flir TheoL 1838 , 
3 H . p. 126. 

1 The foregoing section (from p. 45) has received so considerable additions in 
the discussion TheoL Jahrb. viii., pp. 517-532, that I think it best to print this 
part of that discussion entire; it would scarcely be possible to make extracts 
from it. ' 
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cause or another require to be explained, so many sentences 
wanting in clearness, loosely connected, and made up of nothing 
but repetitions and commonplaces. After the introduction, 
in which Paul's style of introduction is closely imitated, take 
the first passage where there is a distinct thought expressed, 
i 15. Here we are at a loss to know who the Tive? piv^&re, 
whether d&eXcfioi ev Kvpitp or others. " Some preach Christ from 
envy and contentiousness, some from goodwill; some from love, 
because they know that I tcetfiai for the defence of the Gospel."— 
What an expression, take it as we may! " But others preach 
Christ from party-spirit, not with pure intentions, thinking to add 
affliction to my bonds/' What are we to conceive the difference 
between these two parties to have been ? " What then ! notwith
standing, every way, whether from pretence or in truth, Christ is 
preached." How could the apostle, who elsewhere judges his 
opponents with such severity, write this, and take pleasure even 
in those who preached Christ only irpo^daei, without goodwill or 
honest intentions ? If, as the interpreters remark, the doctrine 
which these people preached must have been anti-Pauline and 
Judaeo-Christian, since men of Pauline views would not have 
sought to counteract his influence, we know from other quarters 
what he thought of such opponents, and how he saw in them 
simply perverters of sound doctrine. W h y is he so indulgent; 
here ? Several explanations are attempted : that the church which 
these adversaries disturbed was not one which he himself had 
founded, and that in his situation at the time, he must have been 
impressed with the importance of the spread of the Gospel at 
Eome, even in the Judaeo-Christian form; but all this is quite 
inconsistent with the apostle's character. The passages cited 
could not have been written, save by an author who, considering 
that yaipeiv ought to be the key-note of the Epistle, made it so, and 
made* the apostle look in that spirit beyond all disturbing and* 
distressing influences, and who thought that the difference was quite 
capable of being harmonized. Hence the xalpa* which recurs so 
often, and the intenser form yap-qoopmu And what is the cause 

E 
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of his joy? The word TOVTO which follows (ver. 1 9 ) , fails to 
suggest any definite idea on the subject. And then the collocation 
of the Be'rjai? of his readers and the eirixpprjyia T0^ Hvev/jLaro? 
'Iycrov Xpiarov. Did the apostle ever call the intercession of 
his fellow-Christians, and the grace of God working in him in 
furtherance of his apostolic calling, an eTrixpprjyia rov HvevpLaro? 
'Irjaov Xpiarov, as he does here? GaL iii. 5 speaks of an 
eTnxoprjyeiv TO Trvevpua, and the author of our Epistle doubtless 
borrowed the expression from that passage; but then the apostle 
means by the hrix* T O IIV. the communication of the Spirit to 
Christians generally. And how could he, who said of himself as 
an apostle, 8o/cS> tcchyco Tlvevpua Geov e%eiv (1 Cor. vii 40), speak of 
an hn%opr\yla T . IT. yIi\aov Xpiarov only now reaching him? 
Whatever the TOOTO (ver. 1 9 ) may mean, the apostle knows that it 
will fall out to his salvation, because he cherishes in general the 
hope that in nothing will he be put to shame, but ev irdarf irappTjaict 

etc. What wapprjaia means here is not apparent, but yet more 
curious is the expression pueyaX. Xp. ev TO> ad>parl pav. Of course 
it can only be taken in a qualitative sense, but in what other 
passage does the apostle use such an expression about Christ? 
Is it according to his ideas at all, to say that Christ is made great 
through him ? or is it not rather Christ who glorifies himself 
through him and in him ? As the writer's use of eirixop- T « Hv* 

proceeded from a misinterpretation of GaL iiL 5 , so here his 
un-Pauline sentiment seems to have been suggested to him by the 
pueyaXvvOrjvai of 2 Cor. x. 1 5 . What follows (ver. 20) etre Bid &fj$, 
etc., is a variation of the two passages, Rom. xiv. 7 and 2 Cor. v. 6. 
It was certainly quite in keeping with the situation in which the 
author of this Epistle conceived the apostle to be, to represent him 
as reflecting on his state, how he hovered between life and death; 
yet the whole passage, w . 20-26, is nothing but a general meditation 
on life and death, and is not explained by anything special in the 
apostle's situation. The remaining verses of this chapter (27-30) 
contain an exhortation to a Christian walk, of so general a nature 
that it could have stood in any other epistle just as welL Yet 
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traces of other passages are not wanting here. It is usually said 
that TJTU; (ver. 28) refers grammatically to the following evSei&s, but 
factually to T O firj irrvpecOau But why should not ^rt? be 
referred to WIO-TI? rov evayyeXiov, so that /cat prj irrvp. . . . dvritc. 
should properly have stood after ovva0\ovvre<; ? Thus the triors 
rov evayye\lov is an evheifys diroiKeia^ to the one side, and o-ayrrjpla^ 
to the other, and that airo Qeov just as in. the passage (2 Cor. ii. 
15) where the apostle calls himself an eicoSla Xpcarov TG> Qefi ev 
rot? <j(o^opbevoL<; KCU ev rot? diroXXv^evot^, etc. With regard to the 
Kavxrjpba (ver. 26), compare 2 Cor. i 14, 15. 

It is principally the Second Epistle to the Corinthians of which 
we recognise the traces here. The explanation of this is evident; 
in no other Epistle do the apostle's personal relations to his readers 
appear so distinctly and directly as in that one, so that if the author 
was to make the apostle write a letter of so subjective a character 
as this one is, it was the Second Corinthian Epistle that he would 
naturally be led to follow. I will not insist too strongly on the 
fact that he points his exhortation to unity T O avro <f>povelv (which 
is the chief purpose of the epistle, cf. ii. 1 sq.) by a reference to the 
person of Jesus, just as Paul enforces his exhortation to benevol
ence, 2 Cor. viii 9. But the passage i i 19-30, it seems to me, must 
have been' written under the influence of that chapter in the 
Corinthian Epistle. And irrespectively of this there are several 
curious features in that section. The apostle here expresses the 
hope that he will soon be able to send Timothy to the Philippians, 
that he also may be of good comfort by learning their state. W h y 
should he be longing so much for news, if Epaphroditus had 
brought him news from Philippi a short time before ? And can 
we think that he would have parted with Timothy for this object; 
the man of whom he says in this same passage, that he has no one 
on whose friendship and sympathy and straight-forwardness in 
the work of the Gospel he can so fully rely ? It seems scarcely 
probable that he would have sent away a companion whose 
services he so much required in the position he was in, merely to 
take despatches to Philippi, which Epaphroditus, who was sent off 
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at the same time, could have taken equally well, or to bring news 
from Philippi, a task which there was no reason why he of all 
men should undertake. How harshly does the apostle judge his 
fellow-labourers and friends, whom this matter leads him to Tefer 
to! It is by no means enough to soften down the sentence by 
saying that Luke for one was no longer present at Eome at the 
time. Verse 21 is so general that we cannot help including Luke 
and Titus in the scope of it. Only a writer who projects the 
situations of his Epistle out of his own fancy could be led into 
such exaggerations. Now let us compare with this section the 
passage 2 Cor. viii. 17 -24 . As in our Epistle Timothy and Epa-
phroditus, so there Titus and another, are despatched on an errand 
of great importance, and here as there the messengers are recom
mended in the most honourable terms. In 2 Cor. viii. 23, the 
deputies are termed dwdaroXoc eKKXrjav&v, and Phil, i i 23 Epa-
phroditus is not called owepyb? as Titus is in that passage, but with 
regard to the Philippians their dirdcToXo^. The same word is 
used in both Epistles of the apostle's willingness in respect to this 
journey, with the difference that, at PhiL ii. 28, the <nrovhat,drepo<; 
is the apostle who sends, and at 2 Cor. viii 17 it is Titus, and 
ver. 22 the other d8e\<f>o<;, the persons sent. Both passages con
clude with a special exhortation to give the deputies a worthy 
reception. The expression, Phil, i i 29, irpoahixeaBe ovv avrbv ev 
Kvpltp puerd 7roW^9 j^a/oa?, KOL T O U ? TOIOVTOVS evrlpAO<; e^ere, 
represents exactly the apostle's sentiment, 2 Cor. viii 23, 24. It is, 
of course, obvious, that the two passages differ in many points; the 
reasons alleged for the mission are different, for one thing. The 
author, that is to say, was not a mere copyist, only an imitator. 
But can it be regarded as a mere chance, that the two Epistles 
agree in the several common features we have noticed? And do 
we not find here an explanation of the mission of Titus, which 
would otherwise appear so unaccounted for ? The writer of the 
Epistle wished to represent the apostle as giving the Philippians 
a peculiar proof of the love he bore them. He describes that as 
happening now, which had happened before in similar circum-
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stances. As Titus on that occasion, so here Timothy is sent with 
another brother; this other brother is very naturally Epaphroditus, 
and the author gives them their recommendation in the highest 
possible terms. 

It may be urged that if analogies and resemblances like this are 
to prove anything, the theory that is based upon them ought to be 
shown to be capable of further demonstration. But this is actually 
the case here. A t iii. 1 we come to the passage, which, as I have 
already shown (p. 54 sq.), is imitated from 2 Cor. x i 13 sq. The 
two apologetes cannot of course allow that this is so; they clearly 
represent to us (Liinemann even by printing the texts side by 
side) how different the terms of the two passages are; and show, 
with all due emphasis, how natural it is that the apostle should 
speak more than once of such advantages, which there is no doubt 
that he did possess, and how appropriately he does so here. How 
could I, they say, overlook, in speaking of the apostle's circum
cision on the eighth day, that this was just the difference between 
the born Jew and the Proselyte; and a descent from the tribe of 
Benjamin, the tribe which remained true to the house of David at 
the division of the kingdom, was by no means a worthless distinc
tion And if the passage 2 Cor. x i 13 sq. be alleged to have been 
made use of here, why not also GaL i 13 sq., v i 12, Eom. x i 1 ? 
Objections of this kind are not easy to answer, yet they cannot 
destroy the impression which the passage makes on me, and I have 
further to remark that this is not a mere question of words and 
expressions which may be found here or there, but of the whole 
character of the passage under consideration, and of a phenomenon 
which is not isolated, but connected with many points equally 
remarkable. And a passage like iii 1 sq. surely suggests pretty 
clearly that if an Epistle such as this should not be reckoned 
among the products of the appstle's own genius, he would be no 
great loser. What have the two apologetes done to justify this 
passage against the charge that the spirit of the apostle is con
spicuously absent from it ? They cannot even clear the writer of the 
Epistle of his own confession of constant repetition; they go so far 



70 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART I I 

as to say that the apostle wrote several other letters of this kind 
to the Philippians; that the ypdxfxiv (iii 1) shows him to have been 
in constant correspondence with them. (How this would agree 
with ii. 19, we scarcely need to remark.) The rd avrd <ypd<f>€iv 
refers to nothing but the ^a/pere ev Kvpltp, that is, to the contents 
of the Epistle generally, for the key-note and the leading thought of 
it are expressed in this constantly recurring x&lpere. De Wette 
thinks it decisive against the reference to xalpere, that da<j>ak€<; 
could only refer to some danger such as is spoken of in the sequel, 
and in the case of another writer this consideration would have 
some weight. In our Epistle, however, there are so many awkward 
and illogical connexions that it is not so pertinent. The objection 
from the ' dogs' (iii. 2) is not removed by mentioning passages in 
Homer where this predicate is given even to goddesses (Liine-
mann, p. 27). The apostle calls his opponents ' ministers of Satan' 
(2 Cor. xi. 15), but there we know the reason for his doing so. Here, 
however, we can discern no object, no train of thought leading up 
to this climax. The only thread of connexion here is the 
author's reminiscence of 2 Cor. x i 12. Here, as there, the apostle 
speaks of himself in contrast to his opponents. What he says of 
himself there may be expressed in the general statement that he 
desires to know of nothing but what he is in his relation to Christ, 
and that he will let his grace be sufficient for him." His imitator 
here makes him express the same idea in the words that he counts 
all things but loss, damage to his true welfare, because of the sur
passing excellence of the knowledge of Jesus Christ his Lord, for 
whose sake he had suffered loss of everything that he had counted 
or might yet count precious. What follows ver. 9 looks like an 
attempt to give as general as possible an abstract of the teaching 
of the Pauline Epistles; as if the apostle were to make a confession 
of his faith, since he is speaking of personal subjects already, he is 
made to expound and define with all due accuracy the chief pro
position of the Pauline system, the doctrine of justification by 
faith. Where else does the apostle speak of the righteousness that 
is by faith with this purely subjective and personal reference to 



CHAP. V . ] THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 71 

himself? where else does he make the resurrection, the sufferings, 
the death of Christ, the subject of an abstract theoretical contem
plation, as here, that he may know rrjv Svva/uv TT}? dvaardaew, 
etc? How differently does he speak of all this, 2 Cor, iv. 14 sq. 
v. 14-21, xiii. 3, 4, Gal. i i 19, sq. etc What is the import of the 
Svva/jus T?}? dvaarda-eax; avrov, ver. 10? How loosely are all these 
ideas connected with each other! When the apostle comes in 
other passages to speak of these, the great elements of his religious 
consciousness, he develops them in the fullest and most pregnant 
connexion with each other, and places them in such lights that we 
look at once into the whole profundity, and the whole inner 
necessity of the divine economy of salvation. And when he 
speaks of his own experience, he gives us a very different, and a 
much more life-like picture of his inner life. 

Then the dubious CLITCO? /caravrqaco eU rrjv i^avdoracrtv ra>v 
ve/cp&v, which is annexed to what precedes, and carries on the 
discourse to a discussion of this doubt. The apostle has been 
made to recapitulate his whole life, beginning at his circumcision, 
and now he goes on to the very end, to the resurrection from the 
dead. But how could the apostle be in any doubt as to his own 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead ? Do not all the dead 
arise? He means, it is asserted, the blessed resurrection of 
which the apostle speaks, 1 Cor. xv. 52, but there certainly in a 
connexion which precludes the reader from thinking of any 
other. But even if this be what is meant, we must ask how the 
apostle could speak of the resurrection in a tone of doubt and 
uncertainty, as he does here. Take all these statements in con
nexion with each other; the apostle wishes to win Christ, and to 
be found in him with the righteousness that is by faith, in order to 
know the secret of the hvvapus T?}? dvaardaew avrov, and the 
Koivtovia r&v TraBrjpbdrcov avrov, while he is made conformable to 
his d(jath (this death, analogous to that of Jesus, can only be 
understood of the death of martyrdom). In these ideas ranged 
outwardly beside each other, it is hard to see what is the con
nexion between the practical crvfip,opcpovcT0ai TJ> Oavdrtp avrov 
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and the theoretical yvwvai, and still harder to understand how he, 
being ovp,pLop<j>ovpLevo<; TO> davdrtp avrov, can ask further as if in 
doubt e?7TG>9 Karavrr\o& eh rrjv effavdoraoiv r&v veKp&v. How 
differently, and with a consciousness how well assured, does the 
apostle speak elsewhere of his communion with the life and death 
of Christ! Compare Eom. viii. 11 : el Se T O Ilvevpa rov eyelpavro? 
'Irjoovv ex vexp&v olrcel ev vp2vy 6 eyeipas rov Xpiorov IK veKp&v 
tp>orroir\oei KOI rd Ovrjrd ceo para vpu&v, Sid T O evoiKovv avrov 
rrvevpba ev vpuv. 2 Cor. iv. 11 : del yap rjpueh ol fcIWe?, els ddvarov 
rrapaSiSdpieBa Sid 'Irjoovv, iva Kal rj tywi TOO *Irjoov (f>avepo)0rj ev 
rfj Ovrjrrj oapxl rjpu&v. . . . elSdres on 6 eyeipas rov Kvpiov 'irjoovv, 
Kal rjpuds Sid 'Irjoov Xpiorov er/epei, Kal rrapaorr\oei ovv vpuv. 
How can he who regards himself as one ovp,p,op<f>ovpLevo$ TG> 
Bavdrip avrov, be in doubt even for a moment, that he has in him
self, along with death, the living principle that shall awake him 
out of death ? El yap ovp,<j>vroi yeyovapuev TG> 6pboid>puin rov 
Bavdrov avrov, diXkd Kal rrjs dvaordoeay} eodpLeBa, Eom. vL 5. Is 
it conceivable that views like these, wrought as they were into his 
inmost consciousness, should ever have left him? that at that 
particular time he could not speak with any such certainty of his 
union with the life and death of Jesus, or of the good and happy 
conscience he had so often spoken of before in looking forward to 
the supreme decision ? If there be anything that our apostle can
not possibly have written, it is that dubious elrrm Karavrrjoay eh 
rfjv efcavdoraoiv rS>v veKp&v, where his whole fellowship with Christ 
is put in question. And where in the apostle's writings does the 
resurrection appear, as it does here, as the last event man has to 
look for, removed from all connexion with the momenta by which 
it is conditioned, and relegated, it appears, to the most distant 
future ? To the apostle's mind the Parousia was so near, that for 
his own case his expectation was rather to be changed than to rise 
again. Can we, then, resist the conviction that the apostle him* 
self would not have spoken thus, and that this dubious eiircos can 
only have proceeded from him in the representation of another,—a 

writer who, not being the apostle himself, could not make him 
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speak with that confidence and assurance, which a man can only 
have for his own person. The double consciousness which such a 
writer can never get quit of has for its natural result, that in 
matters of which he is not positively certain he makes the man 
under whose name he writes express himself waveringly and 
undecidedly, as if either the one thing or the other might be true. 
Then also, in the words ri alpycro/juai, ov yvcopc^a) (i. 2 2 ) , the writer 
imports into the apostle's consciousness his own uncertainty as to 
which course the latter would have chosen; there can be no doubt 
that the apostle himself would have known quite well which of 
the two to choose. The same wavering uncertainty and want of 
definite views runs on in the following verses, 11-14, where the 
author makes the apostle review his own moral and religious con
dition in self-contemplations which have, as little as the foregoing, 
any resemblance to Paul's own ways of thinking. When,the 
apostle says that he has not yet apprehended, but that he is 
already apprehended by Christ, we have here again, as i. 2 2 , two 
propositions which mutually limit each other in such a way that it 
is hard to see what is meant at alL It is clear that if the apostle 
be laid hold on by Christ, he must lay hold of him also, but he 
says that he has not yet laid hold; what does this mean ? of what 
has he not yet laid hold ? and how does the justification by faith, 
spoken of in verse 9 , agree with this not having yet laid hold ? Has 
not he who has laid hold of Christ in faith (and we see this assur
ance of faith expressed everywhere in the apostle's writings), re
ceived in his faith everything on which it is necessary to lay hold 
in order to be certain of his union with Christ, and of his salvation ? 
Is there such a, faith with Paul, as is not also an assurance of 
faith ? It seems indeed a very plausible explanation to say that 
the apostle could not yet have been assured of his moral perfec
tion ; but let it be considered whether moral perfection, such as 
would be spoken of here, be a thing which the Pauline ideas 
recognise at all? Faith, with all that faith comprehends, cannot 
be conditioned by moral perfection; else this moral perfection 
would simply bring us back again to the old justification by works. 
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This is of a piece with the whole character of the Epistle; 
it is written altogether in a very soft subdued tone; differences 
are neutralized, not stated in their extremer forms. It appeared to 
the author that in an Epistle to the Philippians the apostle might 
be expected to speak much of himself; that in speaking to so dear 
a church, he would disclose his inmost heart in confidences and 
confessions. So he concluded that he could not make him speak 
too humbly, and meekly, and depreciatingly of himself. And in fact 
the apostle does speak of himself here in such a style that his true 
self is not recognisable at all. Humility is certainly a strong trait 
of his character, but where, even when speaking of himself most 
humbly, did he ever employ such an expression as this—o&x ori 
fjcyq ekafiov ? Deep as his humility is, it is lost in the preponderat
ing sense of the unspeakable grace of God, which is mighty in him, 
even in his weakness, through which alone he is what he is; through 
which, however, he is already what he is to be. If he himself had 
been speaking here, there could not have failed to be some reference 
to this grace of God. In a passage where he looks to what still 
lies before him, and describes his striving towards that goal with 
the same metaphor which the author of our Epistle is using here, 
verse 14, he says to his readers: ovrca Tpe^ere, tva /caraXd^rrre, but 
of himself he says : eyo> rolwv ovra> rpeyp, <&$ OVK d&qkw, ovreo 
irv/CT€va), d>9 OVK depa Se'pcw, 1 Cor. ix. 24 sq. He knows nothing 
here of any ov% on ekafiov, SIGOKG) Se, el KOI Kara\df3(o. It is 
simply the writer of the Epistle whose views are not sufficiently 
clear to distinguish the ideas of perfection in the ethical and the 
physical sense. The author has not yet quite reached the goal of 
his earthly career; martyrdom is not yet achieved but only impend
ing, and so the writer thinks it necessary to throw doubt in this 
manner on the question of his having apprehended. I need not 
here comment further on the want of any clear and natural sequence 
of thoughts or language in the following verses; and the laborious 
efforts of interpreters to bring something definite out of these 
wavering statements, and especially out of the vague description 
of the apostle's opponents : cf. p. 54. 
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Another point which is by no means settled, is the occasion which 
may have led the apostle to write such an Epistle to the church at 
Philippi. The present of money said at the close of the Epistle to 
have been brought to the apostle by Epaphroditus, is generally 
held to be a sufficient explanation. If the Epistle vindicated its 
Pauline character in other respects, there could be no objection to 
this; the apostle will then have written an epistle, the first object 
of which was to express his gratitude towards a church that had 
given him so flattering a proof of their continued attachment. 
Yet even this point does not stand out with any distinctness, nor 
have my doubts been removed by the utterances of the latest 
advocates of the Epistle. They insist that it is a misunderstanding 
on my part to take the words of the apostle, 1 Cor. ix. 12 sq. (that 
it is his principle to preach the gospel without recompence), as true 
generally ; instead of referring them especially only to the case of 
the Corinthian church. I will not discuss whether the words of 
the apostle in that passage, especially in the verses 15-18, admit 
of such a limitation. The question is merely whether what is said, 
Phil iv. 15, of the subsidies received by the apostle from the 
Philippians, naturally suggests that in this particular also the 
author derived his information from the second Corinthian Epistle, 
and used what he found there for his own purpose. There is no 
trace in the authentic letters of the apostle of his having stood in 
such a special relation to the church at Philippi as is implied in 
PhiL iv. 15. The name of that church is not once mentioned; he 
speaks only of the churches of Macedonia, and we might even 
conclude from 2 Cor. xi. 8, where he speaks of aWcu eKKkrjalcu, as 
distinct from the Corinthian church, from which he had received 
assistance in money during his residence in Achaia, that other 
churches also stood in this relation towards him. According to 
PhiL iv. 15, however, this relation subsisted only in the case of the 
Philippian church. It is said expressly: ovSe/ila fiot i/c/ckrjo-la 
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it is very natural to suppose, and this agrees very well with the 
other considerations which make the origin of the Epistle doubtful, 
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that the author, having, as the Epistle shows, a special interest in 
the church at Philippi, attributes the help which the apostle says 
came to him from Macedonia, to that church specially and indi
vidually. He thought very naturally that the Philippians would 
not leave the apostle without aid during his imprisonment, and he 
made use of this circumstance as the occasion of his Epistle to the 
Philippians. It may indeed be argued that since, as we know 
from 2 Cor., the apostle did receive aid from the Christians of 
Macedonia, itx is very probable that the Philippians actually did 
what is reported of them, iv. 15. Since, however, the Pauline 
origin of the Epistle is questionable on other and more general 
grounds, the contrary supposition is equally probable; it simply ex
hibits in this one particular that derivative character of the Epistle 
which has already been demonstrated on other grounds. In a 
genuine Pauline Epistle we should expect that, besides what is 
directly spiritual, there will be some new information not derivable 
from other sources, about the position of affairs at the time, the 
occasion of the writing, and the various matters of interest which 
a piece of the original reality could not fail to bring with it. Here, 
however, we have poverty of thought, want of any historical basis, 
unconnectedness; we have nothing specific or concrete, nothing to 
give us the impression of originality, nothing but a dull and 
colourless reflection. As for the want of connexion, it is indeed 
possible by making out a general view and index of the contents, 
to bring to light a certain succession of sections, and thus to make 
the transition from one to the other somewhat easier to the reader. 
In this business Mr. Bruckner shows a considerable amount of 
dexterity (op. tit. p. 38 sq.). De Wette, again, calls the Epistle a 
graceful contexture of two main themes, the affairs of the Philippians 
and those of the apostle, and makes it apparent in a table that these 
two themes come forward alternately.\ Yet at a passage, iii. 1, 
where the connexion is difficult to trace, he is forced to take refuge 
in putting a dash between the two chapters, a way of connecting 
which is certainly not after the apostle's manner. The Epistle 
consists of a multitude of independent sentences; the larger sections 
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ARE PLACED AFTER EACH OTHER WITH A MERELY EXTERNAL CONNEXION; 

yalpere FORMS THE CLOSE OF ONE AND THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER ( I I 1 8 , 

III. 1 ) , AND THERE IS A TOTAL WANT OF ANY IDEA TO BIND THE WHOLE 

TOGETHER. I F IT BE ALLEGED, IN EXPLANATION OF THIS, THAT THIS EPISTLE 

IS MORE PROPERLY A PRIVATE LETTER THAN ANY OF THE OTHERS, IT MUST BE 

SAID THAT 2 COR. IS SUCH A LETTER QUITE AS MUCH. YET HOW DIFFERENT 

IS IT IN THIS PARTICULAR ! 

A S FOR M Y THEORY REGARDING THE PERSON OF CLEMENS AND THE 

HISTORICAL STATEMENTS CONNECTED WITH IT, I HAVE LITTLE TO ADD. 

LIINEMANN AND BRUCKNER BRING ALL THEIR ACUTENESS TO BEAR AGAINST 

M Y VIEW, AND SEEK TO PROVE THAT THE CLEMENT MENTIONED, IV. 3 , 

MUST BE A PHILIPPIAN. LIINEMANN EXALTS THE MERIT OF HIS REFUTATION 

B Y THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORDS OF THAT VERSE WHICH HE GRATUITOUSLY 

IMPUTES TO ME. THE CRITICS MIGHT HAVE SAID MUCH MORE SIMPLY, AS 

RITSCHL DOES IN HIS REVIEW OF M Y 'PAULUS/ IN THE Halle Allge-

meine Lit. Zeitung, 1 8 4 7 , P. 1 0 0 8 : "THIS CLEMENT IS, UNLESS I BE 

GREATLY DECEIVED, A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI, AND HAS 

NOTHING TO DO WITH THAT CLEMENS ROMANUS SO FAMOUS AFTERWARDS IN 

LEGEND." WHAT MORE IS WANTED TO PROVE THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE 

EPISTLE, IF MESSRS. LIINEMANN AND BRUCKNER AGREE IN THIS OPINION! 

IT IS CERTAINLY QUITE IN KEEPING WITH THE VAGUENESS OF OUR EPISTLE 

THAT NOTHING IN IT CAN BE FIXED TO ITS OWN DEFINITE LOCALITY, SO THAT 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW WHERE THE PERSONS SPOKEN OF BELONG TO, 

WHERE THE OPPONENTS WHO ARE IMPUGNED ARE TO BE SOUGHT FOR, 

WHETHER AT ROME OR AT PHILIPPI. AND THE APOSTLE HIMSELF SPEAKS 

IN ONE PASSAGE OF HIS BONDS AND HIS ANTICIPATIONS OF DEATH, AND, 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER OF SETTING OUT FOR PHILIPPI ( I I 2 4 ) . YET THE CHIEF 

POINT IS, AND THESE CRITICS SEEM TO HAVE OVERLOOKED IT ALTOGETHER, THAT 

CLEMENT IS EXPRESSLY CALLED A ovvepyo*; OF THE APOSTLE, AND THUS IS 

RECKONED ONE OF THOSE WHO WORKED WITH HIM AND BESIDE HIM, AND 

THAT FOR SOME TIME, IN THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL. . ALTHOUGH 

NOTHING WHATEVER IS KNOWN FROM THE APOSTLE'S OWN WRITINGS ABOUT 

SUCH A FELLOW-LABOURER, YET IN ITSELF IT MIGHT QUITE WELL BE THE CASE 

THAT BESIDES THE ROMAN CLEMENT, WHO APPEARS IN OTHER QUARTERS AS 

AN ADHERENT OF PETER, THERE WAS ANOTHER APOSTOLICAL MAN OF THIS 
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name. But let it be considered what stage has been already 
reached in the criticism of our Epistle, before we come to speak of 
this Clement named at iv. 3. Here is an author who exhibits so 
little independence in other particulars, who has nothing to say 
that is new or peculiar to himself, whose sources of information 
can be pointed out in a number of instances. And from what 
other quarter should his Clement come than from that tradition to 
which the Clement already known to us belongs ? With this the 
rest is explained at once. About the enigmatical av£vyo<; of ,the 
apostle I have nothing to say any more than others. Schwegler 
thought of the apostle Peter, and this is at least as reasonable as 
the suggestion of "Wieseler (Chronologie der Apostelgeschichte, 
p. 458), who takes this yoke-fellow to be Christ, " who helps every 
one to bear his burden, , , or that of Biickert, who recognises in him 
the brother-german of the apostle, said to be spoken of in the 
dSeX&s, 2 Cor. viii 18, 22. 

An author writing in the name of the apostle was of course 
obliged to write a Pauline style, yet the language of the Epistle 
betrays the imitator in many particulars. There is a considerable 
number of words and expressions which are peculiar to this Epistle 
(cf. Zeller, Studien zur neutest.TheoL, TheoL Jahrb., 1843, p. 507 sq.) 
I have also been struck with the repeated use of the particle irXfjv, 
which the author is fond of using as a particle of transition, to join 
together, externally, sentences, which have no very close connexion 
inwardly. In this short Epistle irXrjv is used in this way three 
times, i 18, iii 16, iv. 14. In the unquestioned Epistles of the 
apostle, the particle is found only once, 1 Cor. x i 11. The particle 
apa, on the other hand, which the apostle uses so frequently, is 
not once found here. Then the emphasis which the author seeks 
to gain by the repetition of the same word: i 9, pudXXov teal 
puaXXov; ver. 18, %a//oo>, aXXd Kal yap7)(jopxii; ver. 25, pe'vco Kal 
avpwrapapevS); i i 17, %alp(o KOI avyxalpw) ver. 18, yalpere Kal 
airfxalpere; ver. 27, Xmrrjv eni Xinrqv; iii 2, fJXejrere rov? Kvvas, 
fiXerrere rov? KaKov? e/yyaras, fiXeirere Tqv KararopLyv; iv. 2, 
Evmhiav TrapaxaXS) Kal Swrvj(fjv irapaKaXa; ver. 17, ovj£ on 
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emtyrrS) T O Bdfia, d\\' hrityrr& rov Kaprrov. The same word used 
twice in the same verse (iii 4, 8). Synonymous or similar expres
sions are used in conjunction: i. 20, diroKapahoKia Kal ekirU; i i 
1, arrXcvyxya Kal oiKrippboi; ver. 2, iva T O avro (f>povfjre . . . T O ev 
<f>povovvre;; ver. 16, OVK eU KCVOV eipapav, ovSe eh KCVOV eKonrlaaa; 
ver. 17, Ova la Kal Xeirovpyia rf}<; friarem; ver. 25, Epaphroditus is 
called not only dSeXcpb? Kal avvepyos, but also, with the exaggera
tion characteristic of such writers, avarpariwrr)^; and on all this 
follows vpucov Se diroaroko?, Kal \eirovpyb$ rr}<; xpeuv; pbov. In 
contrast to this the apostle calls Timothy, 2 Cor. viii. 23, simply 
his Koivcovbs, and in reference to the Corinthians his awepyos; iii 
9, SiKaioavvrj i\ hid iriarem Xpiarov, i\ CK Geov SiKaioavvr) eirl TQ 
iriarei; iv. 7, rd$ KapSia? vp,£>v Kal ra vor\p*ara vp,&v, ver. 12, ev 
iravrl Kal ev irdai; ver. 18, oap,ij evcoSlas, Ova la Zeicrq evdpearo? 
TG> Geox This phraseology is not specially Pauline; the writer 
who used it was clearly one who sought to make up for what was 
wanting in his thought by the exuberance of his expression. 
Then again, there are expressions which though of rare occurrence 
with Paul are yet so specifically Pauline, that the use of 
them at once informs us of the quarter from which they were 
drawn,—Thus i 8> p,dprv<s yap pu>v earlv 6 Geo?, » 9 , etc., cf. Eom. 
i 9 ; PhiL i. 10, 8oKip,d£eiv rd SuKf>epovra, as Rom. i i 18. The 
apostle calls himself, 1 Cor. ix. 23, a avyKoiva>vo<; of the gospel, 
and our author makes him say to the Philippians ( i 7), that 
they are avyKOivtovoi TT)$ j^a/MTo? ; Phil, i 19, hnypprfyia rov 
irvevpLaros, as Gal. iii 5 ; PhiL i 26, Kavyi\pji vpJov, as 2 Cor. i 14 ; 
Phil. i. 22, tfov ev aapxl, as Gal. ii. 2 0 ; PhiL i i 16, eU KCVOV 

e$pap,ov, as GaL i i 2 ; PhiL i i 30, T O epyov Xpiarov, as 1 Cor. 
xvi 10 ; PhiL i i 30, dvaifkrjpovv T O varepr^pba, as 2 Cor. ix. 1 2 ; 
PhiL iii. 3, KavyaaOai ev Xpiarw, 1 Cor. i 31, 2 Cor. x. 17, etc. 
We are also reminded of the Apocalypse xiii 8, by the expression 
used in PhiL iv. 3, $>v rd ovdpuira ev fiifiXfi fowfc. 



S I X T H C H A P T E R 

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

T H E Epistle to Philemon takes its place beside the three Epistles 

to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians, as bearing, like them, 

to have been written during the apostle's captivity at Eome. It is 

connected most intimately with the Epistle to the Colossians, 

Philemon havingbeen, according to the general assumption^ member 

of the Church at Colosse. In this Epistle, indeed, there is no dis

tinct indication of the fact, except that the persons from whom 

greetings are sent are the same as in the Epistle to the Colossians, 

with the exception of Jesus Justus, CoL iv. 11. And there is no 

doubt that at Col. iv. 9, this same Onesimus, whom the author of 

the Epistle represents as sent to the Colossians along with Tychicus, 

is called one of themselves. In the case of this Epistle more than 

any other, if criticism should inquire for evidence in favour of its 

apostolic name, it seems liable to the reproach of hypercriticism, 

of exaggerated suspicion, and restless doubt, from the attacks of 

which nothing is safe. What has criticism to do with this short, 

attractive, graceful and friendly letter, inspired as it is by the 

noblest Christian feeling, and which has never yet been touched 

by the breath of suspicion ? Yet criticism cannot possibly take 

an apostolic origin for granted here, and forbear from inquiries. If 

indeed the other Epistles, which profess, as this one does, to have 

been written in the apostle's captivity, had been above all doubt, 

then the claim of this one to the same origin might have passed 

unchallenged. But the case is quite different when this Epistle is 

regarded in the light of the critical doubts which those others have 

certainly appeared to us to warrant. If so much can be urged 
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against the Pauline origin of these three Epistles, and still more of 
the Pastoral ones, and if it be so extremely doubtful whether we 
have any apostoUcal Epistles from the period of the imprisonment 
at all, what claim has this small Epistle, a mere letter of friend-
ship, and dealing with a purely private affair, to be considered an : 
exception to that judgment ? Whatever weight may attach to this 
inference from analogy, yet on the other hand the demand is 
certainly fair, that we should look at the Epistle in itself, and , 
show, if not the probability, at least the possibility of its having a 
non-apostolic parentage. The difference between Pauline and non- > 
Pauline Epistles cannot surely be so small that this one, if not 
Pauline, should bear no mark whatever of its different origin. Now ) 

what can be proved in this direction ? W e need not insist upon the ; 

nature of the language used ; on the fact that in this short Epistle ; 
there is a considerable number of expressions which never occur in 
the apostle's own writings at all, or only in the disputed writings; as 
avaTpaTMoTT}*;, ver. 2, in the metaphorical sense that later writers are 
so fond of; 1 dvrj/cov, hrLTcuraew, ver. 8 ; irpeefivTris, ver. 9 (the refer- -
enceto his age is certainly peculiar); axpyoro*; and evxprjoros, ver. l i p 
dnrd^to in the sense of "have back," ver. 1 5 ; curroria, irpoaofaiKa), 
ver. 19 ; oV«/ao-0at, ver. 20 ; f-€wa,ver. 22 (the expressioncirXarfyyais 
also striking, not as being un-Pauline, but as occurring three times ' 
over, ver. 7, 12, 20). It is the contents of the Epistle that chiefly 
arrest our attention: these contents are certainly peculiar, and 
distinguish the Epistle from all others. Here there are no mere 
commonplaces, no repetitions of things known long before, no indefi
nite doctrine; on the contrary, it deals with an actual occurrence 
belonging to a certain definite set of circumstances. W e must ask, 
however, whether this subject, which is the occasion of the writing, 
is not itself so very singular as to arouse our suspicions ? A slave 
has run away from his master because of some delinquency; a theft, 
it is commonly assumed. His master is a Christian at Colosse in 
Phrygia, and an intimate friend of the apostle Paul; the slave 
comes to Eome, is brought in contact with the apostle in his im-

1 Cf. Pastoralbriefe, p. 99. 

F 
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prisonment, is converted by him to Christianity, and thereupon 
sent back to his master at Colosse as a Christian slave. This is a 
very remarkable concurrence of chances, such as rarely indeed 
takes place; and the letter given to the converted slave by the 
apostle to carry to his master regards the occurrence from the 
Christian point of view, and makes it the subject of Christian 
reflection. The slave converted to Christianity is represented as a 
child born to the apostle in his old age and in his captivity, and 
therefore loved by him with all the greater tenderness. As a 
converted slave he has been changed out of an wxprjaro^ one from 
whom his master derived no profit, but rather the reverse, into an 
evxprjoTo? for both, for his master and the apostle. Here there is 
a play, not only on the slave's name, Onesimus (from ovrjfii, ovivrjfii, 
to be of use, serviceable), but on the Christian name itself, for the 
heathens often said Xfyqarbs instead of Xpiorbs, a thing which 
the Christians did not take at all amiss.1 

The leading idea is this—that when the slave returned to his 
master he had become a Christian : this idea is expressed with all 
due clearness, and everything that the Epistle contains besides is 
just the development and illustration of what Christianity was 
held to imply. The beautiful idea is here taken as a part of 
Christianity, that those whom it connects stand to each other in a 
Teal community of essence, so that the one sees in the other his 
own self, knows himself to be completely one with him, and is thus 
included in a union which is to last for ever. The converted 
slave is no longer the slave of his master; he is more than a slave, 
he is his brother beloved, all whose misdeeds and debts are now 
forgiven. The apostle who has converted the slave is not only the 
spiritual father of the man who through him is now regenerate; 
the master of the slave receives in him not merely the convert, but 

1 Cf. Justin, ApoL i. c. 4 : 'EK TOV Karrjyopovpevov rjp&p ovdparog xfi^oToraroi 
VTrdpxopev. Xpioriavol yap chat KaTr}yopovfi€$a, TO be xPrlarov p^oelodai ov 
biKaiov. In the same way Athenagoras says of the heathens, Leg. cap. 2 : els rd 
oVo/xa a>s cts dbtKnpa ewPpi^ovoiv, ovbev bk ro ovofia dcf? iavrov Kal bi avrov ov 
irovrjp6v oflre xPrJa"rov vopifcrai. TertulL Apol . 3 : Cum perperam Chrestianus 
pronuntiatur a vobis (nam nee nominis certa est notitia penes vos), de suavitate 
vel benignitate compositum est. 
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also the apostle who converted him. 2v 8e avrov, rovr eari ra 
ifid airXdyyya, irpo&Xafiov, ver. 12. El ovv ifie e%€t9 /coivwvov, 
irpoaXafiov airov ©9 ip,e, ver. 17. As the converted slave, being a 
Christian slave, is to the apostle in place of his Christian master, 
so through the same bond of identity, he unites the apostle who 
converted him with his Christian master, who must needs behold 
in him the converted, his converter also. Thus Christianity does 
away with all differences which separate men from one another; as 
a new principle of life it creates a new set of relations, where one 
lives in the other; the consciousness is a common consciousness 
in which all are one. The apostle becomes surety for the con
verted slave to his master, and answerable for his debt; but then 
the Christian master himself is the apostle's debtor, ver. 19. What 
one is the other is also, because all are one in the same unity. 
The play on the word Onesimus in ver. 20 is doubtless meant 
to convey the same idea; the apostle says, in a certain way," as thy 
Christian slave has only now become an Onesimus worthy of his 
name, so shouldst thou, his Christian master, be my Onesimus; 
let me rejoice in thee (iyd> aov ovalprjv iv Kvpltp), give me the full 
enjoyment of thy love, let my inmost consciousness as a Christian 
consciousness repose on thine." 

Among those sweet utterances of an author deeply imbued 
with the Christian spirit, there is another thought especially 
deserving of remark. The apostle writes to the master of the 
slave, ver. 15, that perhaps the slave who deserted him, but who 
has now become a Christian, departed from him for a season, in 
order that he might receive him back for ever. He receives him 
back for ever if he receives him as a Christian. This aspect of 
Christianity is dwelt upon in the pseudo-Clementine homilies: 
Christianity is the permanent reconciliation of those who were 
formerly separated by one cause or another, but who by a special 
arrangement of affairs brought about by Divine Providence for that 
very purpose, are again brought together; through their conver
sion to Christianity they know each other again, the one sees in 
the other his own flesh and blood, himself.1 The point of the 

1 Die Christliche Gnosis, p. 372 sq. 
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historical narratives in the homilies is to be found in these scenes 
of recognition and reconciliation; and if, on this account, they have 
been called, and justly so, a Christian romance, why should not 
our Epistle be the embryo of a similar Christian fiction? The 
historical materials which it contains are not worked out, yet it 
evidently contains materials for a more extended treatment. The 
author of the Epistle, however, does not dwell on his story for its 
own inherent interest; he rather pre-supposes the story as a vehicle 
for the idea which it is his object to set forth. The moral of the 
story is, that what one loses in the world, one recovers in Chris
tianity, and that for ever; that the world and Christianity are 
related to each other as separation and reunion, as time and 
eternity. This idea is expressed with all proper clearness in the 
words, ver. 15 : rdya yap Sed rovro lyppiaQr) rrpos &pav, iva 
aldviov avrov diri^rj^. The occurrence spoken of is thus to be 
considered teleologically; but the teleological view of history is the 
mother of historical fiction, and if once the idea be regarded as the 
substance of what has taken place, it is no great step to regard 
what has happened as having happened only in representation, 
and that it might serve as the outward form of the idea. Thus it 
cannot be called either an impossible or an improbable construction 
of this Epistle, if we regard it as a Christian romance serving to 
convey a genuine Christian idea. 

If this Epistle be interpreted in the way in which it must be, 
as soon as we regard it, not merely in itself, but in its historical 
and critical connexion with the other Epistles which stand nearest 
to it, then the peculiar excellence for which it is extolled becomes 
much more questionable. The excellence is, that it contains 
nothing of importance either in relation to doctrine or to Church 
history, but is invaluable as a document, bringing before us the 
apostle's cheerful and amiable personality, and as a practical 
commentary on CoL iv. 6. But if the Epistle be actually written 
by Paul, is it not remarkable that the occurrence, which in that 
case actually happened, is simply used to illustrate a certain 
idea, and that the enforcement of this idea is the real aim and 
subject of the Epistle ? 



S E V E N T H C H A P T E R 

THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS. 

T H E second of these Epistles has already been attacked by 

criticism; but the first has as yet excited no suspicions. The 

reason of this is probably to be found in the nature of its contents, 

in which there is nothing at all striking or peculiar. In the whole 

collection of the Pauline Epistles there is none so deficient in the 

character and substance of its materials as 1st Thessalonians. With 

the exception of the view advanced iniv. 13-18, no dogmatic idea 

whatever is brought into prominence, as is certainly the case in 

the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians, and 

even in the short Epistle to Philemon. The whole Epistle is 

made up of general instructions, exhortations, wishes, such as 

appear in the other Epistles merely as adjuncts to the principal 

contents; what is accessory in the other cases is here the pre

ponderating and essential element This might appear at first sight 

to favour the opinion that the Epistle is genuine—there is so little 

for criticism to lay hold of. The very insignificance of the contents, 

however, the want of any special aim and of any intelligible 

occasion or purpose is itself a criterion adverse to a Pauline origin; 

but not merely do these negative considerations demand' explana

tion : a closer view of the Epistle betrays such dependence and 

such want of originality as is not to be found in any of the 

genuine Pauline writings. The chief part of the Epistle is 

nothing but a lengthy version of the history of the conversion of 

the Thessalonians as we know it from the Acts. It contains 

nothing that the Thessalonians would not know already, and the 
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author may have taken his account of the transaction either from 
the Acts or from some other source. To begin with i 4 sq., elSdre?, 
d&e\<f)oi... TTJV eKkoyyv vficov, etc.; this merely states how the 
apostle preached the gospel to the Thessalonians, and they 
received it; ch. i i 1, avrol yap oiSare, dSeXxfnl, Trjv eicroSov 
tjfi&v rfjv 7.7)09 vfia$ • • • irporraOdme^ teal vfipiaOevre?, /caOax; 
otSare, ev Qikiinrov;, eta, points more distinctly to the circum
stances of the apostle's coming to Thessalonica, and the way in 
which he worked there. In the same way iii. 11 sq., evBoKyaap^v 
Kardkei<f>6fjvai ev *AQr\vai<i pidvoi, Kal erreptyapbev TipaOeov, etc., 
refers to what happened only a short time before, and what the 
Thessalonians were quite well aware of. As the writer admits by 
the perpetually recurring elhdres ( i 4), avrol yap otSare (ii 1), 
xaOcos otZare (ii 2), puvrjpLovevere yap (ii 9), KaOdirep oiSare (ii. 
11), avrol yap otSare (iii 3), Ka6co$ Kal eyevero KalolSare (iii. 4), 
otSare yap (iv. 2), only such things are spoken of as the readers 
knew well already; the history which is recapitulated is not an 
old one, but, on the contrary, quite fresh and new. In addition to 
all this, we find in the narrative reminiscences more or less 
distinct, of other Pauline Epistles, particularly of those to the 
Corinthians. The passage (i. 5) TO evayyekiov rjp,&v OVK eyevydrj 
eh vp>d$ ev \dy<p pudvov, aXkd Kal ev Svvdpiei, is manifestly an 
imitation of 1 Cor. ii. 4 ;—i 6, p,ip,rrral rjp,£>v eyevqOrjre Kal rov 
Kvpiov, of 1 Cor. x i 1;—i 8, ev iravrl rdirtp i\ irian? vpb&v • . . 
e^ekrjkvOev, reminds us of Rom. i. 8,17 iriari^ vp,£>v KarayyeKkerai 
ev okco rep KocrpLcp. The passage ii. 4 sq. is a brief recapitulation 
of the principles enunciated in the Corinthian Epistles : cf. 1 Cor. 
ii. 4 ; iv. 3 sq.; ix. 15 sq., and particularly 2 Cor. i i 17; v. 11. 
The following expressions especially remind us of the second 
Corinthian letter, irkeovefya (ii 5), cf. 2 Cor. vii 2; with Bwdpuevoi iv 
fidpei etvai (ii. 6), pjq hri^apf\aai (ii. 9), cf. 2 Cor. x i 9 ; i i 7 also 
reminds us of 1 Cor. iii. 2. Thus the Corinthian Epistles are 
easily recognizable both in the thoughts and the expressions of the 
two first chapters. Of the passages referring to the story of the 
conversion of the Thessalonians, i i 14-16 is particularly noticeable. 
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The writer makes the apostle say here that the Thessalonians had 
become imitators of the Christian Churches in Judaea, since they 
had suffered the same things from their own countrymen as the 
Jewish Churches from the Jews, who killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets, and persecuted him, the apostle, and pleased not 
God, and were contrary to all men, forbidding him to preach the 
gospel to the heathen, that they might be saved, to fill up their 
sins always; wherefore at last wrath is come upon them. This 
passage has a thoroughly un-Pauline stamp. It agrees certainly 
with the Acts, where it is stated that the Jews in Thessalonica 
stirred up the heathen against the apostle's converts, and against 
himself; 1 yet the comparison is certainly far-fetched between 
these troubles raised by the Jews and Gentiles conjointly and 
the persecutions of the Christians in Judaea. Nor do we ever find 
the apostle elsewhere holding up the Judaeo-Christians as a 
pattern to the Gentile Christians. It is, moreover, quite out of 
place for him to speak of those persecutions in Judaea; for he 
himself was the person principally concerned in the only persecu
tion to which our passage can refer. Then do we find in any 
other passage that the apostle couples together, as he does here, his 
own sufferings for the sake of the Gospel with those which the 
Jews inflicted upon Jesus and the prophets? (in what a very 
different sense does he speak of his ve/cpam? 'Irjo-ov ? 2 Cor. iv. 10). 
Is this polemic against the Jews at all natural to him; a polemic 
so external and so vague that the enmity of the Jews to the 
Gospel is characterized solely in the terms of that well-known 
charge with which the Gentiles assailed them, the odium generis 
humani i It is this which is alleged against them, ver. 15, when it 
is said that they are not merely ©eo3 puq dpeaKovres, but also irdaw 

1 W e may take this opportunity of observing the unhistorical elements of the 
story, Acts xvii. 6 . The Jews are said to have stirred up the heathen with the 
words : ol r^v olKOvpeprjp apaoraroi>cravT€s ovroi Kai ipOabc iraptt.cn. This apaoTa* 
rmcrai is thus said to have taken place at the time when Paul came first into 
these districts; how long afterwards was it that Christianity appeared to the 
Romans so politically dangerous as implied in the words used here: airepopri TG>P 
boypdroov Kaloapos irpdrrovo'i ? 

http://iraptt.cn
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rdv0pd>7roi<: evavrtot, ver. 15. It is evident on the face of this 
passage that the story in the Acts is the only source of its infor
mation ; the expressions eieStoStcetv, KcoXvetv, correspond accurately 
with the course of events described in Acts xvii. 5 sq. The 
expression rots edveat \a\rjaat tva acoOcocrt clearly suggests to us 
the author's familiarity with the Acts. This expression is quite 
after the manner of that work (xiv. 1; xvi 6, 32 ; xviii 9), but one 
which the apostle Paul himself never uses of his own preaching.1 

And when it is said that after the Jews have continually filled up 
the measure of their sins, e<f>0aae Be err avrov<; fj opyff eh Te\o$, 
what does this suggest to us more naturally than the punishment 
that came upon them in the destruction of Jerusalem ? 

It is generally supposed that the apostle wrote the First 
Epistle to the Thessalonians during his first residence at Corinth, 
soon after Silas and Timothy had arrived from Macedonia (Acts 
xviii. 5). « Our Epistle agrees perfectly with the Acts in making 
Timothy, who had left Thessalonica along with Paul, but remained 
at Beroea while Paul went on to Athens, rejoin him at Corinth, 
(iii 6), It represents Timothy, however (iii. 1), as having already 
been with Paul at Athens, and sent back thence to Thessalonica. 
The news which Timothy then brought the apostle (iii. 6) was 
obtained on this second journey. All this happened shortly after the 
Apostle's first visit to Thessalonica, and so the Epistle must have been 
written a few months after that visit. If this be so, it is certainly 
strange how he could write to the Thessalonians at such length about 
things which must have been fresh in their memory; it is Strang^ 
also that he shouhj give such a description of the state of the Church 
as, it is obvious, can only refer to a Church that had been some time 
in existence. How can it be said of Christians belonging to a Church 
only lately founded, that they were patterns to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia, that the fame of their reception of the word 
of the Lord has not only gone abroad in Macedonia and Achaiâ  but 

1 XaXt:t»>, 1 Cor. ii. 13 , iii. 1, cannot be compared to the above expression; 
the meaning of XaXeiv in these passages is simply " speak ; " it is not equivalent 
to XaXeip T6V \6yop. 

file:///a/rjaat
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that their faith ev iravrl roirtp IgeXykvOev, that people of every place 
were speaking of them, how they were converted, and turned from 
their idols to God, i. 7 sq. ? How can the apostle say after so 
short an absence that, as he greatly desired to see them face to 
face he had been not only once, but twice on the point of 
coming to them? (ii. 17, iii. 10.) Here we have an echo of the 
Corinthian letters, where there is frequent mention of such repeated 
journeys and designs of travel. How can the brotherly love of the 
Thessalonians, which they exhibited to all the brethren in all 
Macedonia,be spoken of as a virtue already so widely proved? (iv. 9.) 
Were admonitions to a quiet and industrious life, such as are 
given in iv. 11,12, necessary even at that early period ? It is usual 
to pass very lightly over all these things, and perhaps to place the 
date of the Epistle somewhat later. Another critic, on the contrary, 
brings all his acuteness into play to find out new possibilities, and 
defend the old view as being after all the most probable. Such 
palliatives, however, fail to remove the infirmity; it lies deeper, and 
can only be covered over for a moment by the treatment. 

As for the section, iv. 14-18, and the view it contains of the 
resurrection of the dead, and the relation of the departed and the 
living to the second coming of Christ, this seems to agree very 
well with 1 Cor. xv. 5 2 ; but it goes far beyond what is taught 
there,, and gives such a concrete representation of those transcendent 
matters as we never find in the apostle. Yet, if only the apostolic 
character of the Epistle stood firmer upon other grounds, the 
countenance it obtains from the passage named would save it from 
condemnation as unapostolic. Since, however, this is not the case, 
and since not only does the exhortation on the subject of the 
second coming occupy a prominent place (iv. 13-18 ; v. 1-11), but 
the letter is pervaded throughout by the expectation of that 
event (i. 10; ii. 19; iii. 1 3 ; iv. 6; v. 23), it would appear that 
the First Epistle arose out of the same interest in the second 
coming which is more decidedly expressed in the Second. With 
regard to this leading thought, both Epistles are intimately con
nected with each other. The main purpose of the First must there--
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fore be to give a comforting view of thesecond coming, such as 
the Christians of that age required. 

This is the chief theme of the Second Epistle, and here the 
question arises, whether such absorption in the visions of the 
second coming of Christ as we find in the first, and much more 
markedly in the second, of these Epistles, can be considered as 
properly belonging to our apostle. The essential part of the 
Second Epistle is the section ii. 1 sqq., and what we have here is 
the Christian representation of Antichrist in its essential features, 
as it rose out of its sources in Judaism, especially from the 
prophecies of the book of Daniel. Now it cannot be considered 
unlikely a priori that the apostle Paul shared the views of his 
Jewish countrymen at the time; his undisputed Epistles afford 
us abundant evidence how much his thought and imagination 
were still imbued with Jewish elements. On the other hand, 
however, we must remember that here is a man who resolutely 
broke through the limits of the national consciousness, and rose to 
a point of view essentially different from the Jewish, to whom, 
therefore, we must beware of ascribing more sympathy with 
Jewish ways of thinking than there is good evidence for. W e 
must not overlook the fact that in this matter of the second coming 
of Christ, as much as in anything else, the strongest repulsion 
must have been discovered between the Pauline view of Christianity 
and the Judaeo-Christian view. If, according to the apostle Paul, 
the Christian consciousness was taken up almost exclusively with 
tha subjective relation of the individual man, feeling his need of 
salvation, to Christ and all the different elements of that relation, 
then the Christian's attention must simply have been turned away 
from a circle of ideas, where the essence of Christianity was made 
to consist only in the outward realization of the Messianic 
kingdom, conceived according to the form of the Old Testament 
theocracy. If the Pauline character of the section now under 
review is to be judged by any definite canon, that canon must be 
its measure of agreement with the genuine letters of the apostle. 
The question is thus narrowed to the relation which the' two 
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passages dealing with the parousia in the Thessalonian Epistles, 
bear to those passages which alone fall to be considered here, 
1 Cor. xv. 2 3 - 2 8 , and 61, 5 2 , Here the apostle is occupied with 
the same class of ideas, and we shall see in what sense he accepted 
them, and how far he was disposed to give himself up to them. 
But what a difference is here! In 2 Thess. at least this is the all-
engrossing question, it is specially discussed; in 1 Cor. it is only 
touched by the way as a very subordinate question, and that in a 
connexion where the apostle is taking a broad sweep over the 
chief epochs of the development and final consummation of the 
kingdom of God, and cannot avoid touching on the point. And 
with what measured reserve does he say the little that he 
thinks it necessary to say; how carefully does he seem to avoid 
what does not belong to the matter in hand, or what seems to have 
a less immediate practical interest, such as the question how it is 
to be with those who are living at the time of the parousia. The 
last" trumpet is the signal of the resurrection, which takes place at 
once when it has sounded; the curious view of an diravrrjais ev 
ve<f>e\ais is not even hinted at; and when the subjection of 
hostile powers is spoken of as preparing the way for this final 
catastrophe, the last enemy who is overcome is not Antichrist, 
but death. The views expressed in 1 Cor. are entirely free from 
the specific Jewish stamp of the later period, the two representa
tions of the last time are related to each other as the Messianic 
prophecy of Ps. ex. quoted in 1 Cor. xv. 2 5 sq., and that of the 
prophet Daniel, ch. vii and x i It is therefore scarcely probable 
that an author who expresses his views of the last things with such 
caution and reserve, as in 1 Cor. xv., should, in a writing of earlier 
date, have entered into the question so fully and given evidence of 
a belief entirely preoccupied with Babbinical opinions.1 W e may 

1 I t is said that Acts xvii. 7 shows the apostle's preaching at Thessalonica to 
have been mainly apocalyptical, to have hinged, that is to say, upon the expecta
tion of the coming of Christ as king of the kingdom of God, so that the Jews took 
occasion to raise a charge against his adherents, as if they were about to desert 
from the emperor to another king, Jesus. This interpretation of the passage is 
entirely arbitrary; cf. De Wette , Thess. Brief, p. 92 . 
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go further, and assert that the view expressed in 2 Thess. ii. is 
in direct opposition to the apostle's own expectation, 1 Cor. xv.; 
for he writes, 1 Cor. xv. 52, on the assumption that he himself 
is to witness the parousia, and to be changed, along with those 
living at the time. Here there is a simple and confident faith in 
the immediate approach of Christ's coming. In 2 Thess. i i , 
however, we find a theory introduced to explain why the parousia 
cannot take place so soon; thus it had evidently been expected 
for some time when this was written. Now it was impossible to 
give up faith in the reality of the event, and so it was said that it 
had been delayed by some obstructive agency in the way. This 
obstruction, this Kare^pv, the agency through which the final 
catastrophe was still delayed, was believed to be the Roman 
Empire, as the fourth monarchy of the prophecy of Daniel, which 
had to fulfil its definite period before the kingdom succeeding it, 
the kingdom of Christ, could appear. A t the time when the 
Second Epistle was composed, the increasing sin and godlessness 
of the world were believed to be the signs of the impending 
catastrophe; the elements of evil were now consolidating them
selves into the definite form and personality of Antichrist; yet the 
actual advent of the catastrophe was still relegated to the dim and 
distant future. The principal exhortation that our Epistle con
tains is therefore to the effect that Christians should not be dis
quieted by any delusive assertion of the approach of the parousia, 
nor surrender their calm and rational frame of mind; since it was 
impossible for Christ to appear before Antichrist came, and Anti
christ could not come as long as that continued which had to 
precede the beginning of the last era. How far does this take us, 
not only beyond the apostle's point of view, but beyond the 
period in which he lived! 

The view expressed in the First Epistle on the subject of the 
parousia is similar on the whole to the apostle's own view, 1 Cor. 
xv. 5 1 ; inasmuch as the principal element in it is the exhortation 
regarding the living and the departed. And here our Epistle simply 
repeats what the apostle himself had said. The Second Epistle 
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differs from the apostle's views on the subject, and goes therefore 
beyond the First Yet this relation of the two Epistles to each 
other can scarcely warrant us to attribute the Second Epistle 
entirely to the writer's intention to correct the representation of 
the nearness of the parousia in the First Epistle by his own doctrine 
of Antichrist which removed that event further off. It is perfectly' 
conceivable that one and the same writer, if he lived 30 much in 
the thought of the parousia as the two Epistles testify, should have 
looked at this mysterious subject in different circumstances and 
from different points of view, and so expressed himself regarding it 
in different ways. However this may be, the Epistles are alike in 
this, that they are greatly wanting in original matter, and that this 
deficiency discredits their apostolic authorship. The First Epistle 
merely repeats what was well known before. The dependence of 
the second on the first shows that the writer looked about him for 
some precedent which might warrant him in investing his doctrine 
of the parousia, which was the main thing he had to bring forward, 
with the form of a Pauline Epistle. The whole of the first chapter 
has reference, as has justly been observed, to the First Epistle. The 
commencement exactly resembles the commencement of 1 Thess.; 
what is said about ffklyfr^ for the sake of the gospel has several 
parallels in 1 Thess. ii and i i i 1 At ver. 6 the author goes on to the 
main idea of the parousia, as it had already been expressed in 1 
Thess.; only that his view of Antichrist and of the judgment to 
follow his subjection is even here before his mind, as an addition 
to and modification of that earlier view. Ver. 11 sq. is similar to 
1 Thess. i 3, iii 12 sq., v. 23 sq. As little can ii. 13-17 deny its 
similarity to 1 Thess. i 4 sq., iii. 11 sq. The form of address 
dSeXcpol 7Jya7rr}fievoL VTTO Kvpiov, which occurs nowhere in Paul's own 
writings, is found here, and is evidently derived from 1 Thess. i. 4. 
Chapter iii contains a number of sentences borrowed and extended 

1 De W e t t e (K . Erkl. p. 129) insists upon the present ah dvexccrQf against 
Kern (whose Abh . tiber 2 Thess., Tub. Zeitschr. f. Theol. 1839, 2 H . S. 20 sq. may 
be compared). This present, however, merely serves to show us how the author 
transferred what had been said in 1 Thess. to his own time. 
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from 1 Thess. Compare 2 Thess. iii 1-2 with 1 Thess. v. 2 5 ; 
2 Thess. iii 5 with 1 Thess. v. 24, iii 11-13; 2 Thess. iii 6-12 
with 1 Thess. i i 6-12; iv. 11 sq., v. 14; 2 Thess. iii 16 with 
1 Thess. v. 23. The writer's want of originality is also apparent 
in the phrase p,r) ete/ca/crjcrrjTe KOKOTTOLOVVT^ which is evidently 
borrowed from GaL v i 9 ; and only seeks variety by changing TO 
Kctkov iromv into tcaXoTroielv. Phrases like evx^p^Telv ofetXopuev 
are not, indeed, absolutely un-Pauline, yet circumlocutions such as 
this, instead of the simple Pauline evxapiareiv and with the 
further addition icaOm afjidv iariv; conscious exaggerations, as 
inrepav1*dvet, i) irl<rn$ vpu&p teal irXeovd^ei 17 dr/dirr) ivo$ itcdcrTOV 
irdvrtov vpb&v (compare with this 1 Thess. iii. 10-12); strange and 
far-fetched expressions, as errurrevBrj TO pxtpTvpcov r)p,cov e<f> 
vfias ( i 10); Se'xecrOai TTJV dryaTrrjv rfc dkrjdela? (ii 10); with vague 
and confused relations of object to subject, as d%iovv rfc tckrjcrem, 
ifKrjpovv irdaav evSotclav dyaOcocrvvrf^ ( i 11), are certainly not 
calculated to give evidence for a genuine Pauline origin. And lastly, 
the xal before Sta TouTo .(ii 11), and alpelaOai (ii 13) instead of 
ekkeyecrOai, for the idea of election, are distinctly un-Pauline. 

The conclusion, iii 17,18, affords strong evidence against this 
Epistle. In order to understand it properly, we have first of all 
to dispose of the incorrect assertion that the greeting is contained 
in ver. 17 itself, and not in the benediction which follows in ver. 18. 
De Wette argues against this latter view, that in 1 Cor. xvi 21, 
Col. iv. 18, the benediction does not immediately follow the words, 
o dairacrpLos TQ cpuy xe(fP^' 0 1 1 contrary, in the former 
passage, these words are succeeded by something quite opposite to 
the spirit of blessing, namely, by malediction. But this does not 
prove anything; the Pauline benediction is not wanting in either 
of these Epistles. All Pauline Epistles have the same benediction 
at the close, though with some verbal differences; and so the 
dcnracrpLos in this case is evidently meant to stand at the close of 
the Epistle after the Pauline manner, in the words r\ xdpis TOV Kvp. 
etc. Where is the greeting, if not in these words ? for 0 dcnrao-pLos, 
etc., is not itself the greeting, but only announces it. Now, the 
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statement made here that the apostle added this greeting and 
benediction to his Epistle with his own hand, is not in itself 
peculiar; the same statement is made, 1 Cor. xvi 21, CoL iv. 18. 
But if we compare the conclusion of our Epistle with that of 1 Cor., 
we notice a very remarkable difference. W h y does the apostle 
add the greeting to 1 Cor. with his own hand ? clearly in order to 
give his readers one more living proof of his affection towards 
them. But in our Epistle the author has made it very apparent 
what a different intention the assertion is meant to serve. He says, 
8 eon arj/jielov ev irdarj eirurroXy* ovrw ypdcfyo). The words, then, 
stand here, not to enhance the affection of the greeting, but as a 
sign whereby the Epistle is to authenticate itself as Pauline, as a 
critical mark, to distinguish the genuine from the spurious. Not 
only is this quite un-Pauline in comparison with 1 Cor.; it is an 
unmistakeable proof that our Epistle was written at a time when 
spurious apostolic writings were known to be in circulation, and 
there was cause for inquiry into the genuineness of each production. 
Against this inquiry no one could have a stronger motive to take 
precautions than one actually engaged in giving a pretended 
Pauline letter to the world. How far is the apostle himself from 
any such idea of spurious Epistles; in how different a spirit did 
he write his autograph greeting, and how could it ever have 
occurred to him to set up in an Epistle, which, according to the 
general view, is one of the very first of the series, a criterion appli
cable to each one; there being, on this hypothesis, several of them 
already in circulation ? Are we to suppose that, at the time when 
the apostle had written hardly any Epistles at all, pretended 
Pauline ones had already made their appearance, which called for 
caution in discriminating, such as is given here, i i 2 ; or could he 
foresee so distinctly, even so early as this, that he would have a 
large correspondence afterwards ? And more, how could he reason
ably regard such a criterion of the genuineness of his Epistles to 
be of the slightest value ? For as soon as the mark became known, 
it would be used with all due care to foist in any Epistle that 
needed it. The idea of taking the Pauline form of salutation in 
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this sense can only have occurred to a later writer, who had a 
series of Pauline Epistles already before him, and who, being about 
to augment their number with a new one, not only provided his 
own with this badge of Pauline origin, but thought it necessary to 
draw attention to the fact. The repeated mention of Epistles, 
1 Thess. v. 27, 2 Thess. ii. 2, 15 ; iii 17, seems to ascribe an im- : 

portance to the writing of Epistles, which it is impossible it should 
have had for the apostle, at least at the time from which these 
Epistles are professedly dated, but which it very naturally possessed 
in the eyes of a writer for whom the apostle himself existed no
where but in his Epistles. How clearly does the exhortation given, 
1 Thess. v. 27, with all due emphasis, reproduce the views of a 
time which regarded the apostle's letters no longer as the natural 
channels of spiritual intercourse, but as sacred objects to which the 
proper reverence was to be shown by forming as minute as possible 
an acquaintance with their contents, especially through public 
reading of them. In this way the custom arose of reading those 
Epistles, and others deemed important, before the congregation. 
But how could the apostle himself have thought it necessary 
formally to adjure the Church to which his Epistles were ad
dressed, not to leave them unread ? That could be done only by 
an author who was not writing in the living pressure of the 
circumstances of which he treated, but transporting himself while 
writing into an imagined situation, and who wished to vindicate 
for his own pretended apostolic Epistles the consideration with 
which the original apostolic Epistles had become invested by the 
growth of custom. 

The accustomed apologetic method will doubtless bring up one 
objection and another to the arguments I have here advanced. 
Yet if they be fairly weighed in their whole connexion, they can 
scarcely produce any other impression than this : that both the 
Epistles are entirely destitute of marks of original Pauline author
ship. Their character is best explained on the hypothesis that 
they are letters formed on the Pauline model, in order to impress 
upon the Christian consciousness an idea for which the passage 
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1 Cor. xv. 51 seemed to afford good grounds for claiming the 
apostle's authority,—the idea of the parousia, with the definitions 
and modifications which the time seemed to require.1 

1 The above discussion has been printed, without alteration, from the first 
edition. If the author had reached this point in his revision of the work, he 
would have remodelled this chapter, and, for one thing, have incorporated in it 
the substance of his treatise " die beiden Briefe an die Thessalonicher, u.s.w." 
(Th. Jahrb. xiv. 1855, p. 141). I , of course, have not felt myself warranted to 
introduce this change, but as that treatise not only contains valuable investiga
tions, especially with regard to the second Epistle, but also advances a different 
view from the above of the relation of the two Epistles to each other, I have 
printed it in the Appendix to this volume. 

G 



THIKP CLASS OF PAULINE EPISTLES. 

E I G H T H C H A P T E R 

THE PASTORAL EPISTLES. 

EVEN at the present stage of the criticism of the Pauline Epistles, 

the Pastoral ones stand distinctly marked off from the class we 

have been considering, as a set of deutero-Pauline writings, doubts 

of whose authenticity are generally recognised as reasonable. The 

suspicion which Schleiermacher first conceived with respect to the 

First Epistle to Timothy has since then struck deep roots in the 

soil from which the three Epistles sprang; so that we need no 

longer fear any very decided reclamation when we appeal to those 

three Epistles in proof of the fact that there are forged Pauline 

letters in our canon. The more carefully and impartially these 

writings are examined, critically and exegetically, the less will it 

be possible to doubt their late origin. One critic and interpreter, 

the competency of whose judgment cannot be denied, has already 

declared, as the result of repeated examinations and of exegetical 

treatment in which no point was left untouched, that the verdict 

that they are spurious is the only possible one for him, and, he 

believes, for any one who does not close his eyes.1 As this simply 

confirms the conclusions which I reached some time ago, and 

published in a work devoted to the subject, dealing especially with 

1 De W e t t e : Kurze ErkL der Briefe an Titus, Tim., und die Hebr. 1844, Vorr. 
S. vi. Credner (das N. T. nach Zweck, Ursprung, Inhalt fiir denkende Leser der 
Bibel, 1841-43) has also, Th. ii. S. 96 sq., renounced his previous eclectic opinion, 
and declared unconditionally his belief that the three Epistles are spurious. 
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these Epistles,1 and as I still adhere to the view developed in that 
work, I need not now do more than indicate the point at which 
that view strikes in upon our present discussion. I will, therefore, 
content myself here with briefly mentioning the chief considera
tions on which the judgment of criticism respecting these Epistles 
rests, so far as it is already established. 

To one seeking to form a correct judgment of the nature of the 
Pastoral Epistles, a main question for investigation must be found 
in the heretics who are mentioned here as playing a considerable 
part in the world. In the work I have mentioned, I was the first 
to assert, and to give evidence for the assertion, that in these here
tics we recognise throughout the familiar features of Gnosticism ; 
and nothing of importance has since been urged against this view. 
It is no arbitrary theory, but the nature of the case, that shuts us 
up to this one conclusion, that these heretics can belong to no other 
school. What the latest defender of the genuineness of the Pastoral 
Epistles2 urges against this conclusion, is nothing more than this; 
that "at the period from which the Pastoral Epistles spring, the 
higher spirits are not yet developed and arranged into systems, that 
they appear as mere loose formless existences, and that, though 
they contain the elements or bases for more developed growths, yet 
what they want is just that form which, as members of the Gnostic 
systems, they possess/' But how unnatural is the assumption that 
if the author of the Pastoral Epistles wished to Controvert the Gnos
tics, he would himself have described their systems; and how un
fair and absurd is the demand made on those who seek to prove 
that those Gnostic-looking representations actually belong to Gnosis! 
If the true state of affairs is really to be acknowledged, two 
things must first of all be allowed : first, that there may have been 
Gnostic systems in existence at the time, which may possibly be 
referred to here, even though the writer of the Epistles does not set 

1 Die sogenannten Pastoralbriefe des Apostels Paulas, 1835 . 
* Matthies, Erkl&rung der Pastoralbriefe mit besonderer Beziehung auf 

Authentic und Ort und Zeit der Abfassung derselben, 1840, S. 165. Compare 
m y review of this work in the Jahrb. ftir wissensch. Kritik, 1841, Jan. Nr. 12 f. 
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forth the heresies which he is combating in their systematic form, 
but only characterizes them in general terms; and then, that the 
task of historical criticism is to make combinations on the grounds 
of probability, and thus to arrive at the actual state of the case. 
If these two things be allowed, then we have simply to determine 
whether the features of the doctrine controverted in these Epistles 
warrant us, from what we can understand of them, to assume that 
it is no other doctrine than the Gnosis known to us in history. 
That this conclusion is warranted, De Wette now allows ;* he only 
does not take the further step with me, that the Gnostics attacked 
here are the Marcionites in particular. And yet in the face of 
such clear indications of the Marcionite doctrine, as we have 1 Tim. 
vi. 20, this conclusion ought not to offer any great difficulty; if the 
apostolic origin of the Epistles is fairly given up, then half-a-century 
backwards or forwards in the date of their origin cannot so much 
matter, at least where, as is here the case, no further reasons can 
be adduced against a later date. This late origin of the Pastoral 
Epistles has a further point in its favour, which is not noticed in 
my work on those Epistles, but of which I spoke later in another 
place.2 

The passage quoted by Eusebius, EccL Hist iii. 32, from the 
historical work of Hegesippus, is an important one for the criticism 
of the Pastoral Epistles, especially of 1 Tim. Hegesippus says 
here distinctly, in speaking of the origin of the heresies and of their 
entrance into the Church, till then pure and immaculate, that only 
when the choir of the apostles became extinct did the yfrevSavvfios 
ypixns boldly lift up its head. Now how could Hegesippus have 
said this, if the apostle Paul, as author of the pastoral Epistles, 
had mentioned this yfrevSawfios yv&ai? by the same name as a 
phenomenon existing at his time? W e might suppose that 
Hegesippus happened not to know of 1 Tim, as a Pauline Epistle; 
yet the fact that there had been at that earlier period a Gnosis 

1 Op. cU. p. 119 cf. p. 117. 
2 In the essay on the origin of the episcopate, which may be consulted on this 

whole subject, Tub. Zeitschr. fur Theol. 1838, 3 H . S. 27 f. 
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falsely so called, could not possibly have escaped him. This piece 
of evidence speaks with all possible distinctness against the apo
stolic authorship of our Epistles, and the passage from which it is 
taken is the more remarkable, that in other points also it betrays 
an affinity with our Epistles which cannot be altogether the result 
of chance. Not only is the peculiar phrase yfrevScowpos yv&ai$ 
found there as well as here, but the phrase irepoSiSao-KaXeiP 
(with which Schleiermacher was so-much struck, and which seemed 
to him to imply the existence at that time of the word eWepohZdaica-
X 0 9 , a word which, he thought, did not occur)1 finds its parallel in 
the term erepoSiBda-KaXoi which Hegesippus (in loc. cit.) applies 
to those heretics. Again, Hegesippus speaks of a vyirj? tcavtop TOV 
awTrjplov icqpvypLaToSy and in the same way the phrase vytalvovaa 
hiZacTKakla is used of sound doctrine, 1 Tim. i. 10, and elsewhere. 
There are only two possible explanations of this: that Hegesippus 
had our Epistle before him, or the writer of our Epistle the work of 
Hegesippus. But Hegesippus can scarcely, considering his Ebionite 
views, have drawn from an Epistle supposed to be by Paul; and 
thus we are shut up to the latter alternative which is in itself the 
more probable of the two. Thus the origin of 1 Timothy at least 
belongs to the period of the Marcionite Gnosis. Hegesippus2 enu
merates Marcionites, Carpocratians, Valentinians, Basilidians, Sat-
urninians, as sects who, with Simon Magus at their head, and 
springing from the seven Jewish heresies (it agrees very well with 
this that the heretics of the Pastoral Epistles are characterized in 
part as judaizers), as ^Jr€vBdj(pioToi, tyevSoTrpoifyrjTcu, yfrevSairo-
ordkoi, epepicrav TTJV SPCOCTLV rrjs e/c/ckrjo'ias <f>0opipaiot,<? Xoyois, or 
as it is expressed before, aicoais paraicus. This agrees with the e£-
erpdirrjaav eU pbaraio\oylav of 1 Tim. i. 6. How then can it be 
thought so improbable that the Marcionite is one of the Gnostic 
doctrines attacked in these Epistles ? 

A second point in the criticism of the Pastoral Epistles, and one 
of no less importance than that just spoken of, is the reference 

1 Sendschreiben Uber den sogenannten ersten Brief des Paulus au Timotb., 
p. 29. 2 Eusebius, Eccl. Hist., iv. 22 . 
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they contain to the government and the external institutions of the 
church. This second point is intimately connected with the first. 
The Gnostics, as the first heretics properly so called, gave the first 
occasion for the episcopal constitution of the church. Now, if 
there were heretics of the same stamp in the age of the apostle 
Paul, then it was quite natural and proper that the importance of 
a well-defined constitution for the Christian church should have 
been urged at that earlier period. If, however, it appear unlikely 
that there were such heretics at that time, then this also must 
appear unlikely; then these ecclesiastical arrangements will be 
devoid of any historical occasion or connexion. And if the 
mention of such things in a Pauline Epistle be in itself a curious 
and suspicious circumstance, then the argument it furnishes against 
the authenticity of the Pastoral Epistles is all the stronger. In any 
case it must appear very remarkable that only in these Epistles do 
we find the apostle Paul insisting with such serious emphasis on 
ecclesiastical institutions. In those Epistles which supply us with 
the surest standard of his principles, he never betrays the 
slightest interest in such things, not even when they might be 
thought to lie directly in his way, as in his dealings with a church 
like that of Corinth. And this want of interest in such things is 
not merely accidental; it is founded deep in the whole spirit and 
character of Pauline Christianity, so that we may not without 
substantial reasons make him the author and supporter of institu
tions which were not long in showing how closely they were akin 
to the hierarchical spirit of Judaism. This feature in the pastoral 
Epistles is so peculiar, that those who defend their genuineness 
have felt themselves compelled to seek for special motives, which 
may have led the apostle to impart such pastoral instruction in 
this instance. It must have been, it is alleged, very necessary 
and very beneficial for these churches, that the greatest attention 
should be bestowed on organization; and it was very fitting that 
this should be done in private letters, such as these, addressed to 
men who were functionaries in the church and associates of the 
apostle. But it is not proved that in this case there was any 
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such special need ; and this explanation is bound up with 

hypotheses which stand themselves in need of proof. The con

sideration that, as private letters, these Epistles afforded peculiar 

opportunities for imparting such instruction can weigh for nothing, 

if we reflect that the form of the writing would not determine the 

object, but, on the contrary, the object the form.1 

A further point in the criticism of the pastoral Epistles is that it 

is impossible to find a suitable place for the composition of them 

in the apostle's history as we know it. The latest attempt, that 

made by Matthies, furnishes an additional proof of this assertion. 

The Epistle to Titus is said to have been written during the 

1 One of the most decisive proofs of later origin is the ecclesiastical institution 
of widows, spoken of 1 Tim. v. 3. This passage is still misunderstood. The 
explanation given b y Matthies is quite beside the mark. De W e t t e (Preface, p. 
vL) thinks he has cleared up the whole difficulty. But the passage can never 
appear in a clear light so long as the expression \VPa k n ° t taken in the sense 
which I have shown to be the ecclesiastical one (cf. especially Ignat. Ep. ad 
Smyrn., c. 13). If the xVPal> v v - 1 i and 14, be actually bereaved persons, then 
we are met by the great difficulty that the apostle gives two directly contradic
tory precepts about them. According to w . 11 and 14, the younger widows 
should marry again; and, according to ver. 9, a second marriage is to exclude them, 
should they become widows again, from the viducUus of the Church. D e W e t t e 
says the distinction was a rare one, to which many did not aspire, and that the 
author set up the regulation, ver. 9, only out of respect for the custom of the 
church then subsisting; but this is very superficial. H o w can it be thought that 
a writer who gives such precepts would deal so loosely with second marriage, a 
thing so repugnant to the sentiment of the time ? Not to insist upon the simple 
and unqualified ya/xeii', ver. 14, the passage does not apply even to the younger 
widows, who alone would be spoken of here. If the xiP0** y Y ' H » 1*» be widows 
proper, then these younger widows, as distinguished from the older, ver. 9, must 
include all under the age of sixty. But how can such persons be meant in the 
general directions ? w . 11 , 14. The whole passage applies, it is evident, only to 
younger females; and the sense becomes still clearer if we do not, as is generally 
done, take peoarepas xypas together, but take pewripas as subject, and xVPas ** 
predicate, and irapcurov as a negative of /caroXeycV&o. The words then bear the 
plain and natural meaning: Do not admit young persons of the female sex into 
the catalogue of the xVPat' * o r they are at an age when they cannot be trusted; 
for if they feel the sexual impulse, which is incompatible with faithfulness to 
Christ, they will marry. A n d if it thus appears that the passage can be satis
factorily explained only out of the ecclesiastical vocabulary of the second century, 
this is the clearest possible proof that the Epistle cannot belong to the apostolic 
age, when the church had no special order of the kind. 
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apostle's three months' residence in Greece before his return to 
Jerusalem, Acts xx. 2. There was also, it is said, plenty of time 
during this period for a journey to Crete. He made this journey 
with Titus for his companion, laid the foundation of the church 
there, then left Titus behind to take charge of further arrange
ments for the cause of the Gospel, and then wrote this letter to 
him,1—wrote to him in fact, what he could have said just before 
by word of mouth, and that much better. The result of this 
author's investigation regarding 1 Tim. is that shortly before Paul 
began his return journey from Achaia to Jerusalem, he sent Timothy 
before him to Ephesus with verbal messages (the passage 1 Tim. 
i 3 is interpreted thus, though its natural meaning is entirely 
different, in order to harmonize it with Acts xx. 4 ) ; that he 
thought of going there himself, but did not know positively if he 
would do so, and that, a good opportunity presenting itself, he 
wrote this Epistle to Timothy from some place in Achaia or 
Macedonia, in order to give him some instructions that might be 
of use to him in the meantime.2 But this account of the matter 
is full of contradictions. In the Acts Timothy accompanies 
the apostle on the journey through Macedonia to Troas, and 
presumably to Ephesus also; and 1 Tim. makes Timothy remain 
at Ephesus, when the apostle, after spending nearly three 
years in that city, leaves it for Macedonia; the apostle then 
writes this Epistle to him immediately after his departure, with a 
view to a complete ecclesiastical organization, and this while in
tending shortly to return there. What a mass of improbability 
is this ! How plainly do we see that the apostle's departure and 
Timothy's remaining are arranged in this way simply to find an 
occasion for the Epistle! In a word, the Epistle is, as De Wette 
also judges, historically incomprehensible. And these Epistles 
are all alike in this. A t whatever point a new attempt is made 
to rescue them, the proofs which are set up at once break down. 
In the great sea of possibilities, it may perchance be possible to 
find a calm spot for the Epistle to Titus and the second to Timothy 

1 Matthies, Comm., p. 194. • * Op. cit.t p. 486 . 
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(though in the case of the latter, the second Eoman captivity is 
incapable of proof, and quite improbable, and is thus a sufficiently 
decisive piece of evidence); but their entire similarity to, and 
their intimate connexion with the first to Timothy—this is, and 
will be, the chief betrayer of the false fraternity—involves them 
all alike in the same condemnation. 

In addition to all this, a close inspection reveals to us much that 
is peculiar and un-Pauline in their language, and in many of their 
conceptions and views.1 In this particular also the three Epistles 
are so much alike that none of them can be separated from the 
others, and from this circumstance the identity of their authorship 
may be confidently inferred. 

1 Compare on this subject De Wette's Eurze Erklarung, p. 118 aq. 



N I N T H C H A P T E R 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE SHORTER PAULINE EPISTLES. 

FROM the foregoing investigation I think every unprejudiced 
student will be led almost irresistibly to conclude that each of the 
shorter Pauline Epistles, regarded separately, presents more or less 
formidable critical difficulties, and that there are some of them 
which it is scarcely possible to regard as authentic. If we take a 
general view of all these Epistles together, the verdict to be passed 
on them, as compared with the Epistles universally acknowledged 
authentic, can scarcely be in their favour. The comparison reveals 
at once how far they stand below the originality, the wealth of 
thought, and the whole spiritual substance and value of those other 
Epistles. They are characterized by a certain meagreness of 
contents, by colourlessness of treatment, by absence of motive and 
connexion, by monotony, by repetition, by dependence, partly on 
each other, and partly on the Epistles of the first class, which are 
often referred to in a style evidently not that of a writer at first 
hand. It is not the object of any of those Epistles, as of the 
principal ones of Paul, to develop fully some one peculiarly and 
essentially Pauline idea; even the higher Christological idea which 
distinguishes the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, and 
Philippians, has no intimate relation with the Pauline system; on 
the contrary, it is foreign to that system. The general character 
of these Epistles is, we may say, a certain smoothing of the specific 
Pauline doctrine with a dominant practical tendency. This may 
be recognised in the frequent recommendation of good works, and 
in the instructions and admonitions regarding the Christian 
behaviour, the a£/o>? irepviraTelv TT}? Kkrjcreax;, irepvrraTsiv h> epyow 
arfadoh (Eph. i i 1 0 ; iv. 1). It is clear that the point of view 
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from which these letters are written is not that of one seeking to 
make good, and to develop a general principle which has still to 
vindicate itself, and on which the Christian consciousness and life 
are to be formed; but rather that of one applying the contents of 
Christian doctrine to practical life with its various circumstances. 
Very striking and significant is the difference between these later 
Epistles and the older ones, in all that belongs to the peculiar plan 
and composition of a Pauline Epistle. The authentic Pauline 
Epistles have a true organic development; they proceed from one 
root idea which penetrates the whole contents of the Epistle from 
the very beginning, and binds all the different parts of it to an 
inner unity, through the deeper relations in which it holds them, 
even though they appear at first sight to be only outwardly con
nected. They are founded in one creative thought, which deter
mines not merely the contents of the Epistle, but its whole form 
and structure. Hence they exhibit a genuine dialectic movement, 
in which the thought possesses sufficient inherent force to originate 
all the stages of its development, and to advance from stage to 
stage in accordance with their inner connexion with each other. 
Especially does this merit distinguish the greater Epistles of the 
apostle, that to the Romans, and the first to the Corinthians. It 
would be a great mistake to think, of these Epistles, that the order 
in which they deal with the various matters contained in them, 
and pass from one subject to another, is merely fortuitous. The 
only way to grasp the whole contents of such an Epistle is to 
place one's-self within that one idea, from which, as the centre, 
each single part is assigned its place in the connexion of the 
whole; and this immanent movement of thought may be traced in 
each important section of those Epistles. Remark, for example, 
how methodically the apostle goes to work with the instruction he 
has to give about speaking with tongues (1 Cor. xii. 14); how he 
discusses the matter in all its various aspects ; how what is said 
about love (chap, xiii.) is an essential element in helping his 
argument forward; and how he makes the thought with which 
he is chiefly concerned pass through the necessary stages of its 
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evolution in their order. In the shorter Epistle to the Galatians 
we find the same ; the rapid movement which brings the apostle 
at once to speak of himself and his own personal concerns does 
not come merely from the passionate warmth with which he 
speaks; it is the immediate grasp of the subject of his Epistle at 
that point at which it presents itself to him in all its lines» of in
fluence at once. He who has recognised this depth of conception 
from which each genuine Epistle of Paul proceeded, this metho
dical development and dialectical process, as the characteristic 
distinction of these Epistles, will be prepared to admit how little 
of all this there is to be found in the smaller Epistles. Here the 
authors move forward not without visible effort; they draw out 
one and the same thought with laboured expansion and manifold 
repetition; the contents of their Epistles consist more of piece 
added to piece externally, than of any one subject developing 
naturally under their hands. If these Epistles were genuine 
productions of the apostle, why should they thus belie their 
Pauline origin ; how is it that none of them bears the features of 
that origin with any distinctness? Even the Epistle to the 
Colossians, which might in many respecfs be best qualified to put 
forth such a claim, can make no pretence to equality with the 
older Epistles in these particulars. 

Such is the position of these Epistles in respect of their inward 
character; and in respect of the outward historical circumstances 
by which their origin is to be explained, the difference is equally 
^striking. The older Epistles rest, with regard to their occasion 
and drift, on the whole historical connexion of circumstances to 
which they belong, in such a way that everything fits in perfectly; 
their roots are native to the soil of the time in which they arose, 
and we cannot have the least doubt as to their historical position 
and reference. How little this is the case with the later Epistles 
has already been shown; how uncertain and indefinite they are in 
nearly all their historical bearings, and by what feeble threads 
they are connected with the chief features of the apostle's life. 
The most of these Epistles presume to have been written during 
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the Eoman captivity, but we nowhere find any pressing reason why 
they should have been written during that period (and if the apostle 
had been so fertile in correspondence, he might have written such 
letters as well during his two years' imprisonment at Cesarea, as 
,has been surmised not without reason, and yet quite incorrectly), 
or any clear account of his personal condition at the time. If the 
apostle was to be made the author of other letters after the true 
ones, the Roman captivity certainly presented itself as a very 
suitable situation for that purpose. During the considerable 
period over which it seems to have extended, it might well be 
thought that he had ample leisure to write letters. Then when 
this situation had been used to a considerable extent, the letters 
ascribed to him were dated also from an earlier period, as we see 
in the case of the two Epistles to Timothy; the first of these, 
which is manifestlyof later composition, dates, not like the second, 
from the imprisonment, but before i t ; and the two Thessalonian 
letters are probably later than Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians. 

The nature of the case may explain why we have not spoken 
hitherto of the external testimony to these Epistles, and why we 
merely touch upon it now. Testimonies to these Epistles, such at 
least as are deserving of any confidence, do not exist In this 
respect also they are inferior to the older Epistles, which have at 
least the early testimony of the Eoman Clemens. Evidences to the 
existence and the apostolic origin of these Epistles date only from 
the time of Irenseus, Tertullian, and Clemens of Alexandria, that 
is, from a period in which it is quite conceivable that post-
apostolic Epistles, even though produced far on in the second 
century, could have come to count as genuine works of the apostle. 

What gives these Epistles their claim to the name of the 
apostle is simply the circumstance that they profess to be Pauline, 
and make the apostle speak as their author. But if even one of 
them be unable to make good its apostolic name, and with regard 
to 1 Tim. this can scarcely be denied, then we see at once how 
little that circumstance can prove of itself; it must then be ad
mitted that what has happened in one case may have happened 
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equally in several others. The great and prominent spirits of the 
ancient world count this among the proofs of their greatness and 
importance, and of the power with which they dominated the 
whole consciousness of their time, that whatever was thought in 
their spirit was, as a matter of course, invested, when published, 
with their name. The continued working of their overshadowing 
personality manifests itself in this, that even after their death 
they are made to speak and write as they spoke and wrote in their 
lifetime. Thus there are pseudo-Pauline letters, just as there are 
not only Platonic but pseudo-Platonic dialogues, and the form in 
which a new body of philosophical or religious thought was ex
pounded seemed so much a part of the thought itself, that in order 
to reach the original stand-point of the thinker, it was held neces
sary to employ his forms of thinking. A Paulinist who wished to 
write in the sense of Paul had to employ the Pauline epistolary 
form, as a Platonist held that he must not make use of his master's 
dialogue-form without thinking himself into the spirit and per
sonality of Plato as he wrote. From the unity of the form and 
contents of such modes of composition, it was thought that they 
could not be severed from the names of their originators; their 
imitators felt bound to write in their names. Viewed in this light, 
a Pauline Epistle is, equally with a Platonic dialogue, a classical 
form of representation, to the original type of which one sought, 
therefore, to be faithful as far as possible. Both these forms, 
indeed, arose in the same way, out of a definite circle of peculiar 
circumstances, in which a new form of consciousness had prepared 
for itself its outward shape by its own creative power. It is 
therefore a true observation which has frequently been made, that 
the forging of such Epistles must not be judged according to the 
modern standard of literary honesty, but according to the spirit of 
antiquity, which attached no such definite value as we do to 
literary property, and regarded the thing much more than the 
person.1 There is therefore no reason to think here of deception 

1 De Wette , Kurze ErkL der Briefe an Titus, u.s.w., S. 122 I CL Schleier. 
tnacher, Der chr. Gl . ii. 3 7 2 t 
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or wilful forgery; yet even if it be asserted that the matter is not 
intelligible except on this hypothesis, that cannot be maintained 
as an argument against its possibility and likelihood. 

The Epistles which thus carry us beyond the age of the apostle, 
and, as their contents for the most part clearly show, to a later set 
of circumstances, come under the same category with the legends 
of the apostle's last fortunes. They belong, not to the biography 
of the apostle himself, but to the history of the party which used 
his name, and to their party circumstances. How Paulinism was 
developed, what modifications it admitted, with what antagonisms 
it had to contend, what influence it exerted in moulding the 
features of the time, from the varied elements of which the unity 
of the Christian church was to emerge, this is what we find in 
these Epistles. It may be ground for regret that we cannot see in 
them genuine products of the apostle's genius, or sources for 
history of the same importance as attaches to his undisputed 
Epistles (and yet in no case could they be placed on a level with 
these; their intrinsic value and the nature of their contents 
remain just the same, whether they be apostolic or not). But in 
the other scale we have to place this immense advantage, that these 
letters, as soon as they are critically examined, make it possible 
for us to obtain a somewhat clearer view of the circumstances of 
a period which is of such importance for the history of the de
velopment of early Christianity. If it be considered how meagre 
the materials are for the history of that period, and how valuable 
every new source that is opened up must be, what inducement can 
we have to maintain the apostolic character of letters, whose 
apostolic origin is surrounded by doubts which the ablest advocacy 
can never entirely overcome; and the attempt to dispel which 
presents to us, at the best, not the natural truth of history, but a 
confused web of artificial combinations ? It is out of place to 
speak of any real loss in a case where that is simply given back 
to historical truth which rightfully belonged to it from the 
beginning. ^ 





THIRD PART. 

THE DOCTRINAL SYSTEM OF THE APOSTLE. 





I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

THE sphere of our representation grows always more contracted 
as we approach the spiritual centre of the apostle's historical 
appearance and personality. It has been our task up to this 
point to detect the spurious elements both in the history of his 
life and work and in those Epistles which have reached us under 
his name. By this process we have sought to get at the true 
historical basis of his personality, and to confine it within those 
limits which he himself indicates to us in the true productions of 
his genius, and in the principles of action expressed in them. 
Having laid this foundation, our task is now to separate the 
essential and universal from the less essential, the fortuitous, and 
that which has reference only to the special circumstances of his 
time. The substance and contents of Paul's Epistles consist in 
nothing but his peculiar system of doctrine; and our task with 
regard to this is not only to impute to him nothing that is not 
really his, but also to seek to comprehend that which is essentially 
his, at the point from which it took its organic connexion and 
developed into a definite whole. 

The following discussion of the Pauline system differs in three 
points from the treatment which the subject has commonly 
received:— 

I. It follows, of course, from our critical investigations, that our 
representation of the apostle's doctrine can be founded on the 
contents of those Epistles only which are to be regarded as indis
putably his. "Whether the objections raised against the genuine
ness of the smaller Epistles be or be not well founded, at any 
rate till they are completely and manifestly refuted (and there is 
no great reason for expecting this), it is impossible to be certain 
that the use of these Epistles will not introduce features into our 
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view of the doctrine which will give it a physiognomy more or less 
different from what it had at first A representation of the 
apostle's doctrine, which abstains completely from using these 
Epistles as materials, will, at the same time, yield a palpable proof 
how small their importance is in this respect, in comparison with 
the others, and how little their rejection will create any gap in 
the apostle's teaching. As his proper teaching is sharply defined 
and clearly recognised, we shall see distinctly how un-Pauline the 
doctrine and statements of these Epistles are, throughout nearly their 
whole extent. Attention has already been drawn to this in the 
proper place in our critical discussions, and it is not necessary to 
compare further the two doctrines, or to insist on their divergences. 

II . The following representation seeks to avoid an error which 
has been made in the reconstruction of the Pauline system, by not 
clearly distinguishing, nor, in consequence, placing in their proper 
relation to each other, the two sides which ought to be dis
tinguished. A comparison of the views of Usteri,1 Neander,2 and 
Dahne,8 will show at once how far they differ from each other in 
the position they give to the different doctrines, and in the con
struction of the whole Usteri divides his treatment of the subject 
into two parts of unequal extent, the first dealing with the ante-
Christian, and the second with the Christian period. The ante-
Christian period embraces both Judaism and heathenism, both 
being comprehended in the conception of sin The general ruin 
of the human race points backwards to that beginning from which 
the dominion of sin and death arose ; how this came about, how 
sin came to extend its power, the relation of sin and death to the 
law, the inadequacy of the law for justification and salvation, the 
end of the law, and the longing for redemption which was the result 
of the ante-Christian period,—all these points are considered here. 
In the second part, which deals with the provision for redemption 
made by God through Christ, the first section deals with the 

1 Entwicklung des paulinischen Lehrbegriffs in seinem Verhaltnias zur bibli-
scjien Dogmatik des N . T. 4th Edition 1832. 

* Planting and Training, etc., i. pp. 416-531. 
3 Entwicklung des paulinischen Lehrbegriffs, 1835. 
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realization of redemption in the individual, while the second treats 
of Christians as a body,—the church of Christ. In passing to the 
second part, Usteri himself remarks, that the distinction here 
drawn between the life of the individual and the life of the body 
is a relative one, which cannot be carried out strictly, because the 
one always passes over into the other; he thus admits that his view 
and arrangement of the subject are unsatisfactory. The distinc
tion is a just one, and the reason why it cannot be carried out is, 
that it is made in the wrong place. If a distinction is to be 
maintained between the life of the individual and the life of the 
body, the former must not be subordinated to the latter as if it 
issued in it at one definite point; the two should be set over 
against each other as independent momenta. Again, the contrast 
between the ante-Christian and the Christian period may have 
been clear enough to the apostle's mind, yet it was only something 
secondary; he had to start, in fact, from the individual life in order 
to obtain such a view of corporate life, of historical development, 
as should explain to him theoretically, looking at it historically, 
that which was the immediate result of his own most intimate 
experience. Thus what Usteri places first is not the first in fact, 
but presupposes something else. 

Equally mistaken again is the procedure of Neander and Dahne. 
Starting from the idea of VO/JLOS and Si/caioavvrj, and from the great 
proposition of the Pauline doctrine of justification that man 
requires for his salvation and justification by God out of grace, 
they subordinate the corporate to the individual life, and introduce, 
before the Pauline doctrine of justification, which moves entirely 
within the sphere of the individual life, has been developed in its 
connexion, propositions which belong to the sphere of the corporate 
life. Usteri's division is simply applied subjectively by Dahne, 
when he divides his subject into two sections : first, man needs for 
his salvation a justification before God through grace (and the 
guilt of Gentiles and Jews is spoken of in this connexion, there 
being no further review of the historical connexion of Heathenism 
and Judaism with Christianity); second, justification before God 
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through grace is offered to man in Christianity. I can discern 
no principle of division in the arrangement of Neander, which is 
as follows: First, the ideas of BiKacoavprj and vo'fios, the central 
point of the doctrine; Second, the central point of the Pauline 
anthropology, human nature in opposition to the law; sin, origin 
of sin and death, suppression by sin of the natural revelation of God, 
the state of disunion; Third, preparations for redemption, Judaism 
and Heathenism; Fourth, the work of redemption; Fifth, the ap
propriation of salvation by faith, eta How can the development 
of the ideas BiKacoavvrj and I /O/AOS be separated from the apostle's 
doctrine of justification, and how one-sided is it to make Judaism 
and Heathenism follow the doctrine of sin as being a preparation 
for redemption, when Judaism and Heathenism are just the domain 
where the principle of sin and death has its supremacy; and their 
relation to Christianity can only be defined by the opposition in 
which sin and grace, death and life, law and faith, stand to each 
other ? For the same reason that they do not distinguish with suf
ficient accuracy the subjective and the objective sides, the repre
sentations of Neander and Dahne are deficient in this point also, 
that the religious historical position of Christianity in relation to 
Judaism and Heathenism is not specially considered. It is not possi
ble to maintain order, connexion, and unity in our view of the whole, 
and to give the respective doctrines their proper place, except in 
this way : that the apostle's doctrine of justification with all that 
belongs to it be recognised as constituting his representation of 
the subjective consciousness, and kept separate from his view of 
the objective relation in which Christianity, stands to Judaism and 
Heathenism in the religious development of mankind. The more 
this objective side is kept distinct from the other, the more clearly 
do we see what importance it also had for the apostle. 

III. It is important to give more exact definitions, both gram
matical and logical, of the various conceptions on which the 
Pauline system is based, and to place them more precisely in the 
order of their arrangement than has been done in former treatments 
of this subject. 
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NOTE. 

In the following review of the Pauline doctrine, the author first 
discusses (Chap. I.) " The principle of the Christian consciousness" as 
it is determined by Paul He finds the peculiar feature of the 
principle to be its absoluteness; namely, that the Christian has the 
Spirit in himself, and cannot therefore consider his salvation to be 
depending on anything outward; that he is conscious of his 
immediate union with God, of the identity of his spirit with the 
Spirit of God, of his own freedom and infinity. How the Christian 
arrives at this consciousness is explained by the apostle through 
his doctrine of justification; and this doctrine is discussed here 
(Chap. II.) in its negative, and (Chap. IIL) in its positive aspect. 

Chap. II. develops the proposition that man does not become 
righteous through the works of the law, and that the reason of the 
incapacity is to be found in the aap%. 

Chap. III. shows that according to the apostle's teaching faith is 
the only way to justification; but it is this only in virtue of its 
contents, as faith in the atoning death of Christ. Thus the author 
inquires here what significance the apostle discovered in the death 
of Jesus. He then goes into an examination of the idea of justifica
tion, the question being, How far man can become a hUaios through 
faith in the death of Christ ? He proceeds to discuss the nature of that 
faith through which he acquires the righteousness, a main element 
of it being shown to be a real and living fellowship with Christ. 

Christianity having thus been considered as a subjective principle 
of life, the author turns (cf. p. 118) to the objective relation in 
which it stands towards Judaism and Heathenism. 

In Chap. IV. he speaks of " Christ as the foundation, and the 
principle of the Christian society," or what amounts to the same 
thing, the church as the a&p,a XpurTov, and takes up in this 
connexion the Christian charisms, and Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. 

In Chap. V. he deals with the relation of Christianity to Juda
ism and Heathenism. This relation is, broadly speaking, that of 
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opposition. Sinfulness is the character of the ante-Christian 
time, and accordingly Paul's doctrine of the origin and reign of sin 
has been kept for discussion at this point. Then his view of the 
law, his estimate of the Jewish religion, are taken up; and lastly, 
his views on heathenism. 

In its relation to the preceding and subordinate forms of 
religion Christianity asserts itself as the absolute religion, and 
thus appears " as a new principle of the world's historical develop
ment." It is regarded from this point of view in Chap. VL, where 
we have a description of the Pauline doctrine of the first and the 
second Adam, and of the periods of the world inaugurated by each, 
which naturally introduces the Pauline eschatology. 

Hope has reference to this future, faith to the past; and in its 
reference to the present, the Christian consciousness is love. Chap. 
VII . deals with " faith, love and hope, as the three momenta of the 
Christian consciousness." 

Chap. VIII . adds to the foregoing, in the form of an appendix, 
a " special discussion of certain dogmatic questions not involved 
in the main system," the successive sections of which deal with the 
following points : — 1 . The nature of religion ; 2. The doctrine of 
God; 3. The doctrine of Christ; 4. The doctrine of angels and 
demons; 5. The doctrine of the Divine predestination; 6. The 
heavenly habitation of 2 Cor. v. 1. 

Chap. IX. is entitled, " On certain features of the apostle's 
character," and is an attempt to gather up the various traces of 
his character which are to be found in his writings, that we may 
thus form acquaintance with its most prominent features, though 
the data at our command do not carry us further. 

The author's later discussion of the subject in his Vorlesungen 
uber Neutestamentliche Theologie (128-207) deviates considerably 
from this one not only in many points of detail, which I shall 
notice in their place, but in the arrangement of the whole. The 
central point of the apostle's religious consciousness and of his 
doctrine is found in that work in the fact of his opposition on 
principle to the law, in the proposition, namely, that that which 
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Judaism is not able to effect is now effected by Christianity. 
This proposition, as is here remarked, was a natural and immediate 
corollary from the view the apostle had come to entertain of 
Jesus as a sacrifice. In demonstrating this proposition the apostle 
arrives at his peculiar doctrine of justification. Judaism and 
heathenism are comprehended in the common conception of 
religion; the task of both, which is indeed the ultimate object of 
all religion, is to bring man into union with God,—into that 
harmonious relation towards God with which God will be satisfied. 
Now, & priori, there appear to be two ways in which this may be 
accomplished; the way of the fulfilling of the law, and the way of 
faith. The distinctive peculiarity of Judaism is that it adopts 
the first of these two ways; Christianity, on the other hand, adopts 
the second. % The apostle's contention is, then, that man obtains 
SiKacocrvvTj not through works of the law, but through faith. The 
negative part of this assertion, the ov SIKCUOVTCU e£ epyeov VOJJLOV 

is treated first (p. 134 sqq.), and is provided with three proofs 
drawn from Paul's different arguments: the purely empirical, 
Eom. i. 18-iii. 20 ; the religio-historical, provided by the contrast of 
the first and the second Adam, Eom. v. 12 sq.; and the anthropolo
gical, consisting mainly of the apostle's doctrine of the adp% and 
the vdfios in their relation to sin (pp. 141-153). The positive 
p^rt of Paul's central doctrine, the assertion of justification by faith, 
is then taken up (pp. 153 sqq.) and looked at from the different 
points of view: (1.) of actual facts; (2.) of anthropology; (3.) of 
religious history. Under the first of these heads the author speaks 
of the significance of the death of Jesus regarded as an atonement; 
under the second, of the real influence of that death as overcoming 
the o-dpl;; and, under the third, of the Pauline view of the law as 
an essentially imperfect and transitory dispensation, meant only 
to prepare for the coming of the true religion. In pp. 174-182, he 
defines the notion of justifying faith, and the relation of faith and 
works; p. 182 sqq., he discusses the relation of faith to the freedom 
of man and the predestination of God; then p. 186, he comes to 
speak of Christ as the object of faith; p. 195, he enters on an 
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estimate of the importance Paul attributed to the death of Christ 
for the development of mankind, especially to his resurrection as 
the prototype of ours; p. 198, he takes up the doctrine of the 
influence the glorified Christ exerts upon the Church, of the 
church as the body of Christ, and of the sacraments; 202 sq.f 

eschatology; and concludes, p. 205 f., with the apostle's definition 
of the idea of God.—Editor's Note. 



F I R S T C H A P T E R . 

THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIOUSNESS. 

I N order to apprehend the principle of the Christian consciousness 
in all its depth and peculiarity, as if existed in the view of the 
apostle, it is necessary for us to refer as far as possible to what was 
characteristic in the fact of his conversion. In proportion as this 
change, not less decisive than rapid and immediate, not merely from 
Judaism to Christianity, and from one form of religious conscious
ness to another, but also from one direction of life into the very 
opposite direction, was characteristic of the man, it reveals to us 
the power and significance which Christianity had for him. That 
the same man, who just before was persecuting Christianity with 
the most violent hatred, should come all at once to believe in him 
whose followers he had been seeking to destroy, and that in this 
faith he should become a totally different man;—what is this but 
a victory which Christianity owed to nothing but to the might of 
its own inherent truth ? Of all those who have been converted to 
faith in Christ, there is no one in whose case the Christian 
principle broke so absolutely and so immediately through every
thing opposed to it, and asserted so triumphantly its own absolute 
superiority, as in that of the apostle Paul, First of all, then, the 
Christian principle has this peculiarity with him, that it declares 
itself in its absolute power and importance, and asserts itself in its 
absoluteness, by overcoming all that conflicts with its supremacy. 
In the fresh consciousness of a stand-point, in the still recent 
attainment of which all his strength and energy had been engaged, 
the apostle stands upon the absoluteness of his Christian position, 
and Christianity is thus to him the absolute power of the spiritual 
life forcing its way through and overcoming the most formidable 
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obstacles. The spiritual process he passed through in the act 
of his conversion is simply the key to the Christian principle 
as unfolded in his person. The absoluteness of the Christian 
principle consists, however, simply in this : that it is essentially 
identical with the person of Christ. The entire absolute 
importance of Christianity resides, in the apostle's view, in 
the person of Christ; hence it was in that person that the 
Christian principle came to his consciousness as that which it 
essentially is. This is what he asserts when he says of his con
version (Gal. i. 15, 16) that it pleased God, who separated him 
from his mother's womb, and chose him for this particular destiny, 
and called him by his grace, to reveal his Son in him, that is, to 
disclose the person of Jesus (against whom he had hitherto acted 
such a hostile part, as not only not to recognise him as Messiah, but 
to behold in him merely a false Messiah, quite repugnant to the 
true idea of the Messiah), in his consciousness, through an inward 
act of the consciousness, as that which he really was, the Son of 
God. The expression " Son of God" denotes the essential change 
which took place at his conversion in his view of the Messiah, and 
we must examine what this change was in order to appreciate its 
importance. It has already been remarked that up to that time the 
difference between the believing and the unbelieving Jew consisted 
mainly in this, that the former regarded Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah already actually come, as the same who was to appear as 
Messiah, according to the promises and prophecies of the Old 
Testament, and that notwithstanding that Jiis whole appearance, and 
particularly the manner of his death, presented so great a contrast 
to all that the common imagination expected the Messiah to be 
and to do. The belief in the resurrection of Jesus did away with 
that contradiction, and thus the most essential element in the 
apostle's.conviction of the Messianic dignity of Jesus was, that he 
believed in him as the risen One (1 Cor. xv. 8). But the peculiar 
inward process through which the belief in Jesus, as the Messiah, 
had arisen in him, made his conception of the Son of God, which 
he now recognised Jesus as being, one of far wider meaning than 
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that of the other disciples. For these latter the belief in the 
resurrection, which removed the offence of the death of Christ, 
meant simply that there was a prospect of a second appearance of 
the risen One, and that then all that had remained unaccomplished 
at the first coming would be realized (Acts iii. 1 9 sq.). For the 
apostle Paul, on the contrary, the death of the Messiah was in 
itself simply inconceivable, except by such a revolution in his 
Messianic consciousness as could not but produce the greatest 
effect in his whole view of Christianity. Everything that was 
national and Jewish in the Messianic idea (and this had been 
modified in the consciousness of the other apostles only by their 
changing the form of it and referring it to the second coming of 
Jesus) was at once removed from the consciousness of our apostle 
by the one fact of the death of Jesus. • With this death everything 
that the Messiah might have been as a Jewish Messiah disappeared ; 
thrpugh his death, Jesus, as the Messiah, had died to Judaism, had 
been removed beyond his national connexion with it, and placed 
in a freer, more universal, and purely spiritual sphere, where the 
absolute importance which Judaism had claimed till then was at 
once obliterated. It is of this complete reversal of his Messianic 
consciousness, brought about by contemplation of the death of 
Jesus, that the apostle speaks in a passage which is important in 
this connexion, and which finds an appropriate place here in the 
sense in which it was formerly explained, 2 Cor. v. 1 6 . He says 
here, that since he began to live for Christ who died for him as 
for all, and who rose again, he knows no Christ tcard adpica any 
longer. This is equivalent to saying that from the moment when 
the full meaning of the death of Jesus burst upon him, he had 
renounced all the limitations of his Jewish stand-point, and of the 
Jewish Messianic ideas. The Jewish Messiah was to him a 
Messiah after the flesh; as a Messiah who had not passed through 
death, he was not free from the carnality which only death, as the 
destruction of the flesh, can put away. The apostle therefore saw 
in the death of Christ the purification of the Messianic idea from 
all the sensuous elements which cleaved to it in Judaism, and its 
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elevation to the truly spiritual consciousness where Christ comes 
to be recognised as (that which he was to the apostle) the absolute 
principle of the spiritual life. The absolute importance which the 
person of Christ has for the apostle is the absoluteness of the 
Christian principle itself; the apostle feels that in his conception 
of the person of Christ he stands on a platform where he is in
finitely above Judaism, where he has passed far beyond all that is 
merely relative, limited, and finite in the Jewish religion, and has 
risen to the absolute religion. 

A further definition of the absoluteness of the principle of the 
Christian consciousness, as it is presented in the person of Christ 
himself, is this: that in this principle the apostle is conscious of the 
essential difference of the spirit from the flesh, of freedom from 
everything by which man is only outwardly affected, of the re
conciliation of man with God, and of man's union with God. It 
is the same absolute character of the Christian consciousness which 
finds its expression in all these different relations. The term 
"spirit99 is used by the apostle to denote the Christian consciousness. 
He asks the Galatians, who were wavering in their Christian faith 
(iii. 2), whether they had received the spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the faith that had been born in them of the preaching 
they had heard; and if it were not the height of folly, having begun 
with the spirit to end with the flesh,—to relapse from Christianity 
the spiritual to Judaism the fleshly and material. The apostle 
refers the Galatians here to an immediate and undeniable fact of 
their Christian consciousness; this is that which declares itself 
most immediately in the Christian, which indeed constitutes his 
Christian consciousness itself, that he has within him the spirit, 
an essentially spiritual principle, which forbids him to regard 
anything merely outward, sensuous, material, as in any way a 
condition of his salvation; that he is conscious of his immediate 
communion and union with God. It is as a purely spiritual principle 
that the Christian consciousness, inasmuch as it proceeds upon a 
faith which rests on certainty of the divine grace, is the consciousness 
of the sonship of God; for all who are impelled by the spirit of God 
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are also sons of God; they do not receive a spirit of bondage, 
which could only work fear, but a spirit of adoption in which they 
cry, Abba, Father; the spirit itself witnesses with our spirit that 
we are children of God (Eom. viii. 14-16), i.e., since the irvevpu 
rjfM&v (ver. 16) is the same irvevpu which, aQCording to GaL iii. 2, 
is itself one we have received, the spirit of God, as it is found 
expressed in our Christian consciousness, is at the same time so 
identical with the objective spirit1 of God (the spirit as the objective 
principle of the Christian consciousness), that this sonship of God 
rests on the testimony of both, and thus is no mere subjective 
assertion of our subjective Christian consciousness, but has, in the 
absolute self-existent spirit of God himself, its objective reality 
and absolute certainty. This avfi/iapTvpetv of the avro TO irvevpu 
with the irv€vp,a r)p,cbv, this identity of the spirit as it appears in 
us with the spirit as it is in God, is thus the highest expression 
for the absolute truth of that which the Christian consciousness 
asserts as its own immediate contents.2 

The spirit, as principle of the Christian consciousness, is thus 
traced back to the objective spirit of God, and identified with it. 
The apostle takes up the same absolute stand-point in the passage 

1 Geist an sich. 
2 Gal. iv. 6 is exactly parallel to Rom. viii. 1 4 ; in the former passage we read, 

Because {on must be taken in this sense) ye are sons, God has sent out the spirit 
of his Son into your hearts; thus the sending of the spirit pre-supposes the vios 
thai. This is to be explained simply by the relation of faith to the spirit, which 
is the principle of Christian consciousness. One becomes vlbs Otov at once 
through faith, but this is a merely abstract relation, and the concrete contents 
which it must have in the living reality of consciousness come only through 
the spirit, which is nothing else but the very principle of the Christian conscious
ness. The apostle purposely writes: c^cwrc'crroXci/ 6 Qe6s rb 7rv€vpa rov vlov 
avrov, ver. 6, to correspond to i^airevrciktv 6 0«6s r6v vlov avrov, ver. 4. W h a t 
the first igairooriKkeiv is objectively as an objective historical fact, the second is 
subjectively; the sending of the Son becomes an inward experience, experimen
tally a fact of consciousness, only through the spirit, in which alone does objec
tive Christianity become subjective. This subjective stage is indicated by the 
apostle by the addition els ras Kapblas vpcov; and as this is merely the subjective 
experience corresponding to the fact expressed in that objective i^anooreWtiv, 
he calls the irvevfia here very appropriately the 7rv€vpa of the Son. The Christian 
consciousness, of which the spirit is the principle, is communicated by Christ 
himself, is Christ himself becoming inward. 
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1 Cor. i i 9 sq., where he expresses the infinity of the contents of 
his Christian consciousness in the words, " what no eye hath seen, 
no ear hath heard, what has entered into no heart of man, that has 
God prepared for those who love him. (The viol 8eoC, Eom viii 
1 4 ; Gal iv. 6.) But God hath revealed it to us by his spirit; 
for the spirit searcheth all things, even the deep things of God. 
As what is human is known only to the spirit of a man that is in 
him, so only the spirit of God knows what is divine. But we have 
not received the spirit of the world, but the spirit from God, that 
we might know that which is given us by God." The Christian 
consciousness is thus an essentially spiritual one; what speaks in 
it is the spirit, as the principle of it; for the divine, which is the 
contents of the Christian consciousness, must be what only the 
spirit can know. For it is the spirit that searches all things, and 
all searching and knowing as such, the more therefore in proportion 
as its contents are the absolute, the divine, can only take place by 
means of the spirit. And this spirit which knows the divine is 
the spirit from God, not merely the spirit which God has com
municated, but as the spirit of the Christian consciousness, iden
tical with the spirit of God himself, with that spirit, which, just 
as the human spirit is the principle of the human self-conscious
ness, is in God the principle of the divine self-consciousness. 
Thus in the unity of this spirit, the knowledge a man has of the 
contents of his Christian consciousness is the knowledge of God 
Himself. In his Christian consciousness as an essentially spiritual 
one, the Christian knows himself to be identical with the spirit of 
God; for only the spirit, the spirit of God, the absolute spirit, 
can know the divine contents of the Christian consciousness. On 
this high and absolute stand-point does the Christian stand in the 
contents of his Christian consciousness which God has revealed to 
him. It is a truly spiritual consciousness, a relation of spirit to 
spirit, where the absolute spirit of God, in becoming the principle 
of the Christian consciousness, opens itself up to the consciousness 
of man. 

Being in this sense spiritual, the Christian consciousness is also 
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absolutely free, absolved from all limits of finality, and unfolded to 
the full clearness of absolute self-consciousness. Now the Lord, 
says the apostle (2 Cor. iii. 17), the Lord as the contents and the 
principle of the Christian consciousness, is the spirit: but where 
the spirit of the Lord is, or the Lord as spirit, as principle of an 
essentially spiritual consciousness and life, there is liberty,—the 
liberty of self-consciousness. The apostle develops this idea in 
the passage we have named, in a connexion which asks for careful 
consideration. A t the end of chapter ii. he was speaking joyously 
of the victorious issue of his apostolic activity, which the influence 
of his teaching seemed to render certain; but in order to exclude 
everything subjective, as if he should praise himself, or ascribe too 
much to himself, he turns (chapter iii) to the self-consciousness of 
the Corinthians themselves, which must attest the fruits of his 
activity, and where everything could be read as if in an Epistle. 
Here there is not merely something subjective, but something real 
and actuaL Here there is a result which cannot be denied; yet 
even with regard to this work that he has wrought, the apostle is 
unwilling to dwell upon himself as the author of it. It is not he, 
who, as author, by his merely subjective activity, has brought this 
to pass; it is his work only in so far as he is a Sidtcovos Kcuvr)<$ 
Scady/cry;. The personal is to be sunk entirely in the official, and 
here the apostle takes occasion, as against his Judaizing opponents, 
to discuss the nature of the KCUVT) SiaOrj/crj, and to show from it 
that the double dealing, reservation, and insincerity with which 
they charge him, are quite incompatible with the nature and prin
ciple of this SiaOytcri, so that they cannot be the character of its 
Scdfcovos. As the principle of this Stadrjicr) is an absolute one, so 
the consciousness of a Stcueovos of it cannot harbour any elements of 
disturbance or of restraint, or any limitation such as would destroy 
its absoluteness. The apostle shows that Christianity as the KCUVT) 
hta6rjKrj is the absolute religion in contrast to the old, by the an
tithesis, verse 6, in which he develops the difference between the 
old religion and the new. The new religion is not letter, such as 
the old htaOriKT) which was written upon tables of stone, but spirit, 

I 
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and so does not kill as the letter does, but makes alive. The 
apostle then argues from the glory on the face of Moses, as a 
symbol of the glory which even the old hiaOriKrj possessed, how 
greatly the glory of this Siatcovla rov rrvevpbaros outshines all others. 
The Old Testament has indeed its own glory; but if the two differ 
from each other, as letter does from spirit, and condemnation from 
justification, in the same proportion does the glory of the one differ 
from the glory of the other. Thus, so far as the glory of the old 
hta6r\Kr) had a real existence, it was not permanent, verse 10, on 
account of the glory of the new SiaOj/cr) which outshone it, for how 
could this be other than a far-exceeding glory (el ydp, verse 11) ? 
If that which was finite and vanishing had its own glory, the glory 
of the abiding must be vastly greater. Since, then, he goes on, I 
have such hope that the glory of the new Siad-q/crj is one which 
abides for the future, and will disclose itself more and more, I act 
quite freely and openly,1 and not like Moses, who put a veil on his 
face, to the effect that the Israelites did not see the end of that 
which came to an end according to its finite nature. As Moses, the 
apostle means, covered his shining countenance with a veil, the 
Israelites were unable to perceive how long the glory lasted which 
rested on his face, and which lasted only a certain time in each in
stance. This is the first reference of T O re\o<; rov Karapyovpevov; 
but in this expression the apostle points further to the finiteness 
of the old dispensation, of which the periodical splendour of the face 
of Moses was a symbol. The Israelites could not see the $d£a TOV 
rrpooJyrrov avrov, the tcarapyovpLevrj, and so could not know whether 
or not it still continued; and in the same way the Israelites are 
not now aware that a BcaO^/crj, which was designed from the begin
ning to last only a certain time, has come to an end simply because 
the icaivri hiaQr\Kt] has appeared. What is characteristic of 
Mosaism is the opposite of that rrapfyqala spoken of, verse 12. This 

1 irapprfa-ia is here properly the freedom of self-consciousness, such as is pos

sible only from the Christian stand-point. A s the principle of the Christian 

self-consciousness is the complete liberty of the spirit, nothing can remain before 

it concealed or confined, and thus all reserve and double-dealing is necessarily 

foreign to the Christian. It is clear that the apostle opposes this irapprf<ria to 

his opponents' charges, as being the principle of his own conduct. 
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opposite is not, however, as the interpreters have incorrectly under
stood the passage, a tecte or even fraudulenter agere on Moses* part, 
as if he had arranged intentionally to deceive the Israelites and to 
keep from them the true state of the case. Nor is it, as De Wette 
thinks, that he covered up the truth with symbols ; we must look 
on the matter from the stand-point of the Israelites in their posi
tion towards Moses, and then we shall see that the point is, that the 
finiteness of the old hia6r]Krj was not recognised. That they had 
no idea of this finiteness,—this was the barrier in their conscious
ness, which, as long as it was unremoved, prevented them from 
being anything more than Jews. The step from Judaism to Chris
tianity could only be made by recognising that Judaism was merely 
a finite form. That the Jews did not recognise this, and that on 
this account their minds were sealed against Christianity, such was 
the Kakvfifia, the covering, the concealing veil which, as the apostle 
says still more plainly, verse 14, lay upon their consciousness as 
upon the face of Moses. They do not see the end; their thoughts 
are become obtuse, for to this very day the same covering remains 
at the reading of the Old Testament, which, as long as it is not re
moved, prevents them from coming to perceive that the old 8ia0rjtcr} 
is at an end in Christ. Yes, to this very day a veil lies upon their 
hearts when Moses is read (and here, still more distinctly than in 
the foregoing, it is intimated in the words eiri rrj dvayvcocrei, that 
this KaXvfjLfia is only subjective, and is to be accounted for, not by 
that which is read, by the writings of the Old Testament, by Moses 
himself, but only by the subjective condition of those who read and 
hear these writings); but when they turn to the Lord, the veil will 
be taken away; and as soon as this takes place, everything that 
is needed will follow. The conversion to the Lord is the taking 
away of the veil, but the Lord whom one has after the veil is 
taken away is the spirit, and where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. And hence he who stands on this platform and is a 
Sidteovos of this SiaOrjKT) cannot but have that perfect freedom and 
unclouded self-consciousness which sets him far above all that was 
limited, concealed, and finite, in the stand-point of the old StaB-q/er]. 
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And this, the apostle says, is true not only of me, the apostle, as the 
Suucovos of this SiaOjter):—it is true generally of us all W e have 
all of us in Christ the principle of spiritual freedom, of a conscious
ness released from all finite limits, from all dim and obstructing 
media. What Christ is to us objectively, as the object of our con
sciousness, as the Sofa which we see before us as in a glass, he is to 
become to us subjectively; that which is now objective is to become 
identical with ourselves by our being changed into the same image 
from glory to glory. This cannot but be the case, since the trans
formation proceeds from the Lord, whose whole essence is spirit. 

The essence and principle of Christianity is thus defined here as 
simply spirit, and in what sense it is such is very clearly apparent 
from all those contrasts between the old BuiO^Krj and the new. It 
is spirit, because in the consciousness of the man who stands upon 
this platform there is no barrier, no veil, nothing disturbing or ob
structing, nothing finite or transitory; it is a consciousness clear 
and free within, and one with itself. Or the Lord is the spirit, 
for the principle of Christianity and of the Christian consciousness 
is, in one word, an absolute principle, in which everything else, as 
being merely relative and finite, naturally comes to an end. He 
who is at this stand-point is conscious of his freedom and of his 
own infinity; he knows himself as the subject of all things, all 
things have their final reference to him, to his own self, which can 
never become a mere object for others; everything is for him, for 
he is above all. "All is yours," says the apostle (1 Cor. iii 21), 
in order to awaken in the Corinthians a Christian self-regard 
which should make it impossible for them to surrender themselves 
to others, who would make them the mere puppets of their own 
sectarian egoism, "all is yours : whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; 
all is yours; and you are Christ's; and Christ is God's." You then 
are the absolute subject, but only in that identity with Christ and 
God which is to the Christian the principle of his consciousness 
and of his life. A t this point of absolute self-consciousness, the 
whole view of the world which the Christian has is a different one 
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from that of other men, because he can look at things only from 
the point of view of the absolute idea, the consciousness of which 
has been engendered in him by Christianity. The apostle shows 
this in 1 Cor. i. 19, and iii 18. "If any man," he says in the 
latter passage, " thinks himself wise in this world, let him become 
a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly 
before God." From the stand-point of the Christian consciousness, 
wisdom and folly change places. What is wisdom is in fact folly; 
what is folly is in fact wisdom. So great is the difference and the 
contrast in which the divine in Christianity stands to all that is 
human. They are related to each other as finite and infinite, as 
relative and absolute. At the stand-point of one contemplating 
the absolute, everything that is not the absolute itself, everything 
finite, whatever importance it may seem to have when regarded by 
itself, can appear no otherwise but in its finiteness and nothingness; 
while, on the contrary, to him who lives only in the finite, and has 
never learned to direct himself towards the absolute, the absolute 
does not exist at all; it is a sphere entirely closed to his 
consciousness; it is a thing altogether transcendent and incompre
hensible ; he can hold it for nothing but foolishness. This is the 
difference between the psychical and the pneumatical man; the 
psychical man does not receive into himself the spiritual, the divine, 
that which is the contents of the spiritual Christian consciousness, 
for to him it is foolishness; it transcends his consciousness, he can
not comprehend it, because it must be spiritually comprehended. 
The spiritual man, on the other hand, possesses the adequate form 
of comprehension for everything, but he himself is beyond the ade
quate comprehension of every one who is not himself spiritual (1 Cor. 
ii. 14, 15). This is the absolute superiority of the stand-point of 
the Christian consciousness. He who occupies the absolute stand
point possesses in it the absolute standard for everything that is 
merely relative; but he who holds to the relative, the finite, will 
always remain in an inadequate relation to the absolute. In all 
this we have the explanation which the apostle himself has given 
us of the principle of his Christian consciousness. 



S E C O N D C H A P T E R 

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION.—(1.) IN ITS NEGATIVE ASPECT : 

6 dvQpomo^ oi SIKCUOVTCU e£ epyeov vofuw. 

THE Christian consciousness is, in its principle, as we have 
shown, an essentially spiritual one ; the spirit which speaks in it 
is the spirit of God himself. Being a spiritual consciousness in 
this sense, it is further the consciousness of the sonship of God, 
of communion and union with God, of reconciliation with Him. 
Since, however, this reconciliation with God is, as the Christian 
idea of it implies, a thing that has had a beginning, the first question 
to be asked in order to a more definite understanding of the contents 
of the Christian consciousness is, how this reconciliation has been 
brought about. The answer to this question is found in the chief 
proposition of the Pauline doctrine,—that man is justified, not by 
works of the law, but by faith. In this antithesis of the SIKCUOO-UVT) 
ef epyeov vdfwv, and the Si/ecuoo-vvrj IK 7r/<rrea>9, the apostle's 
doctrine moves through its essential momenta. In the conception 
SiKaioovvT), it has its roots in the soil of the Jewish religion, to 
which that conception belongs ; but in the peculiar Christian con
ception of faith, it departs from that religion, and takes up an 
attitude of decided opposition to it. These two conceptions are 
what we have first of all to consider in seeking to develop the 
Pauline doctrine. 

In the idea of SIKCUOO-VVT), Judaism and Christianity have their 
point of meeting, a fact which of itself may show that the meaning 
of the term must be wider than the Jewish use of it, viz., righteous
ness as the statutory perfection of the citizen in the theocratic 
state, or, morality in its merely legal aspect. In the apostle Paul's 
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language Sitccuoo-vpr/ is a conception applicable to both Judaism 
and Christianity, and must thus have a higher and more general 
meaning; righteousness is not here a term of a particular religion, 
but of a universal one. By the expression St/ccuoo-vvri, the apostle 
denotes that adequate relation towards God, to bring man into 
which is the highest task of religion. Beligion is to make man 
blessed, to give him that £rjv, that gcor), which is so closely related 
to Si/ccuoavvr). Man can become blessed only by having in 
himself that which is the condition of blessedness, and the con
ception of BiKacoavinj is in general just this moral conformation 
which is the condition of his blessedness, and therefore puts him 
in his right relation towards God. The expression denotes, broadly, 
the adequateness of the relation subsisting between God and man; 
and since this adequateness can be realized only on the side of 
man, by man's having in himself what answers to the idea of God, 
the word SiKacoavmj comes to have an almost entirely subjective 
meaning ; it signifies that condition of man which answers to the 
will of God, or his justification. Since however, this subjective 
element on man's side has a real meaning only in so far as it 
answers to something objective, the word 8i/ccuo<rvvr) is used 
further in a more definite sense to express this objective relation. 
AtKatoavvr} is called Sc/ccuocrvvr) Oeov (Eom. i. 17, iii. 21, 22, x. 3, 
2 Cor. v. 21). The genitive Oeov does not signify the originator, 
so that the St/ccuoavvr) Oeov would be the Stfcatocrvvr} which God 
gives ; if so, it would only refer to the SiKacoavvrf CK irlarem; it 
could not refer to StKatoavvrj generally (as in the passage Phil. iii. 
9, to which the interpreters who take Oeov in this sense appeal, it 
is yet only SiKcuoavvr) IK irlarem which is BcKaiocrvvrj IK Oeov), 
the Oeov can only be taken objectively; the BiKcuocvvrj Oeov is 
that SiKatoo-vvrj which is occupied with God, which can take its 
direction only towards God, and can be determined only by the 
idea of God, by that which God essentially is, and sets up as the 
absolute standard. In so far it may be said that the StKcuocrvvi] 
Oeov is the righteousness which avails before God (compare with 
this, SiKCUovadcu evdinov Oeov, Eom. iii. 20; SiKCUovcrBat, irapd Qe<p, 
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GaL iii 1 1 ; hUcuov elvac irapd T $ Bom. i i 13) or the 
integritas quce Deo satisfacit, since what is to avail before God, and 
to be acknowledged by him as adequate, can be nothing but what 
is founded in his own being, and has its absolute basis in him the 
absolute.1 This Si/ccuoo-vvrj 6eot), then, is, generally speaking, the 
adequate relation founded in God*fc own nature, in which, as the 
idea of religion requires, man has to stand towards God. There 
are two forms in which this conception may be realized. It will 
be either hucatoavvrj ef epycov vdfiov or SIKCUOO-VVTJ e/c Trlorem. Of 
the former, however, the apostle asserts that though it is theoreti
cally a possible form of the relation, yet it never exists in fact; 
that man ov Si/caiovrai ef epycov vopuov, that it is not possible in 

1 Usteri (Entwicklung des Paulin. Lehrb., 4 Ausg. 89) explains biKaioovvrj 
Qcov incorrectly. H e says:—" The righteousness which man seeks to achieve for 
himself is called Ibia (cpr)) biKaioovvrj, Rom. x. 3 , Phil. iii. 9. The other 
righteousness is that which God imputes to men, which is given to men in the 
way which God has instituted, by his free gift. This righteousness is ov Kara 
rd %pya r)fimv, but b&pcdv \dpiri, Kara rbv avrov TKcov, and is therefore called 
biKaioovvrj €K Qcov, Phil. iii. 9, or simply biKaioovvrj Qcov, Rom. x. 3. The 
biKaioovvrj Qcov being thus the righteousness (of men) which emanates from God, 
is also a manifestation of the divine nature (in men). A n d so the expression is 
used as indicating simply a divine attribute, to signify that God's essence is both 
righteousness in itself, and the source of righteousness." 

The conception biKaioovvrj Qcov will not be properly understood unless we 
regard it as the general, which may appear in the form either of biKaioovvrj e£ 
cpycw vdfiov, which is theoretically a possible form of the relation, or of biKaioovvrj 
CK iriorcas. The biKaioovvrj is the general which is implied in these two par
ticular forms of biKaioovvrj, and in which these forms satisfy their own concep
tion. But, not to insist on this, the biKaioovvrj Qcov cannot possibly be taken as 
an attribute of God. God manifests his righteousness in it, it is true, but that 
implies that man has that which places him in an adequate relation towards God. 
I t is this relation which is called biKaioovvrj Qcov. N o w the biKaioovvrj CK TTIO-
rca>s is an act of grace and not of righteousness (justice), and righteousness is not 
the attribute that would be spoken of in the connexion. The author speaks some
what differently, Neutest. TheoL 134. The genitive Qcov might be taken as the 
genitive of the object: " the biKaioovvrj which is founded on the nature of God, 
or which avails before G o d ; " but the correct interpretation is to take it as the 
genitive of the subject, "the righteousness proceeding from God as its cause, or 
produced by God, i.e. the way in which God brings men into an adequate relation 
to himself, the way opened up by God for this purpose, or indeed, the new theory 
of justification which God has proclaimed/' H e therefore asserts that biKaioovvrj 
Qcov is not a general term, including both Judaism and Christianity, and to be 
divided into the two forms, the biKaioovvrj c£ cpyeov and that CK niorcm.—Editor. 

file:///dpiri
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this way to obtain justification, salvation, life, and all that makes 
up man's highest welfare. This is the apostle's distinct and per
petually recurring assertion. W e have now to examine more 
closely what this assertion implies and means. 

AiKavoaivT] epycov vopov is the Jewish form of the St/caio-
avvTj 6eov, and is mediated by the law. The law is given to man 
simply that he should observe it and work it out in practice ; and 
thus, the law being given and known, the way in which man can 
set himself in that adequate relation to God which answers to the 
idea of religion consists in that practical disposition which issues 
in active obedience, in keeping the commandments of the law. 
The law, the works of which are the epya vopov, is the law of 
Moses, and thus it is only in the domain of the Jewish religion as 
the religion of the law that the BiKacoavvrj ef epyoov vopuov can be 
expected or attained. The moral law generally and the Mosaic 
law were not distinguished from each other in the apostle's view, 
since the Mosaic law in which God had declared his moral require
ments, was the most perfect expression of the moral law with 
which he was acquainted. Yet the heathen were not simply 
avopoc to him. What the law aims at in general is the epyd^eadai 
TO dyadov, Rom. ii. 1 0 . The law is first of all to bring home to 
man's consciousness the good which he is to realize practically. Now 
it cannot be denied that it is possible for the heathen also to do 
right, and therefore they must be supposed to have at least some
thing analogous to the law. When the Gentiles, the apostle says, 
ii. 1 4 , do by nature, without positive revelation, what the law 
commands, they are, without having any law, a law to themselves, 
whereby they practically prove that the essence of the law (this 
must be the sense of TO epyov TOV vopov; that which the law is 
abstractly, according to its fundamental contents, apart from the 
particular form in which it is expressed, as in the Old Testament; 
the epya vopov in their unity) is written in their hearts, while 
their conscience bears witness at the same time with the thoughts 
which of themselves accuse and excuse each other. There is thus, 
as a standard of moral conduct, a natural law independent of all 
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positive revelation, manifesting itself in conscience, to the truth of 
which the conscience bears witness. Hence if it had been possible 
at all to obtain the SiKatoavvrj Qeov through the epya vopov, this 
road was not quite closed against the heathen. In their case also it 
was possible to obtain by the epyd^eaBuL TO dryaOov that blessed
ness in which religion recognises the aim of man in his relations 
Godward. But the SiKaiovadai epycov vopov is not possible at 
all; there is no htKatocrvvrj epycov vopov, even where the law is 
declared with perfect clearness and impressiveness. On this 
negative proposition, first of all, the apostle's doctrine of justifica
tion is based, and we have only to inquire in what way he arrives 
at it. What is the reason that no true ScKaiocvvrj Qeov can be 
attained by any epya rod vopov whatever; is the reason of this to 
be found in the law itself? W e might almost be led to think so 
when we find the apostle saying, GaL iii 21, el eSdOrj vopo<; 6 $wd-
/t€J/09 ZcooTTOtrjacu, oWa>9 av etc vdpiov rjv rj SiKacocrvvT]. If, that is 
to say, such a law were given in the Mosaic law as could itself 
give life or save, then righteousness would actually come by the 
law; then it would be possible to be justified in the way of law, 
through works of law. But this is by no means the case; on 
the way of the law no righteousness is to be obtained (cf. iii 10). 
Thus it is directly asserted here that the law ov Svvarac Zoooiroir}-
aac; but how can this be if it be promulgated by God, and given 
to men on purpose to ^cooiroirjaail Do we not read, Gal. iii. 12, 
' O irovqcas avrd fyaercu ev avrols ? Nor can the apostle find the 
reason of this ov Bvvacffai faoiroLelv in the nature of the law itself, 
for he recognises fully that the nature of the law is in itself spiritual 
and good. Olhapev ydp on 6 vopios irvevpanKos ecnv, Rom. vii 14 
(cf. ver. 12 : &are 6 p,ev vdpuos arytos, KCU rj evroXfj dry la KCU hiKaia 
Kal dryaO-q). In any case, then, it was not the defectiveness or im
perfection of the law that produced the want, but on the contrary, 
the perfection of it, its spirituality, that it stands too far from him, 
and too high above him for man to be able to fulfil it. This may be 
regarded as a defect in the law, but, in order to decide how far the 
law itself is to blame, we must pass from the side of the law to the 
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side of man, and inquire into the nature of man in its relation to 
the law. This relation has already been suggested by the expres
sion used of the law, Eom. vii. 14, that it is wvevpLaTLKo^. If 
man's nature were as spiritual as the law is spiritual, both would 
agree together, so that any contradiction between them would be 
out of the question. The spiritual purpose of the law would find 
itself naturally and completely fulfilled in the spiritual nature of 
man. But this harmony cannot take place, since man is not only 
spiritual, but carnaL In the flesh lies the reason why the vdfio? 
is not Bwdpbevos ^coo7roifj<rai, as for its own part it might be. The 
apostle speaks, Eom. viii 3, of the dSvvarov TOV PO/JLOV ev 2> v)<rQevei 
Bed rfj? crap/cds. The law's inability, as things are, to effect what 
for its own part it might have effected, is due to this,—that the 
flesh crippled its power, that the strength of the law was broken 
against the opposition which the flesh presented; and so it appeared 
in this case only in its weakness and inability. As man then is 
not only spirit, but, on one side of his nature at least, is flesh also, 
and as the law, which is spiritual in its nature, cannot effect what 
for its part it might have effected, what takes place in man when 
the law comes to him with its demands is just that opposition by 
which his whole nature is brought into conflict with itself, in which 
the flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; 
and as soon as the flesh obtains the mastery, all those works appear 
which the apostle calls rd epya TTJ? crap/cos, GaL v. 19 sq. The adp£ 
is in one word the seat and organ of dpLapria, and the wages of sin 
is death, Eom. vi. 23. Where sin is, death is also, as, even in the 
first man, death came into the world along with sin, Eom. v. 12. 
How then can the law make alive, when man, following the im
pulses of his nature, and entangled in sin, which is the natural ope
ration of the flesh, falls at once and entirely under the power of 
death ? The law cannot but condemn what is opposite to the law 
in man, and so is worthy of condemnation. It must pronounce 
the verdict of death upon sin. Eegarded in this light, the law is 
simply the ypdpbpa which kills, and its office is the Bcatcovia rrjs 
tear ate pier em, TOV OavaTov, 2 Cor. iii 6 sq. If, however, we are to 
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understand aright this opposition which the law, originally and 
naturally life-giving, finds in the flesh of man, we must not take up 
too narrow an idea of what is meant by the flesh. Man is flesh, 
not o»ly on one side of his nature; regarded according to his 
natural constitution he is flesh altogether. The spirit, which is 
the opposite of the flesh/has been imparted to man only through 
the grace that was given in Christ. Originally, then, he can have 
been nothing else but flesh. The flesh is therefore not merely the 
body with its bodily impulses, it is the sensuous principle which 
dominates the whole man in soul and body. Out of this arises 
sin in all the various aspects it assumes in human life, so that sin 
does not consist merely in the indulgence of bodily lusts and 
desires.1 In himself, as he is by nature, man is only aapicucos or 
^ri^tfo? (hence Kara a dp tea Trepiirarelv is, with our apostle, iden
tical with icard avOp&irov irepiirarelv), he becomes TrvevpaTUco*; 
when, through faith in the grace of God in Christ, he has received 
the spirit into himself as the principle of his Christian conscious
ness and life, cf. 1 Cor. ii. 14 ; iii. 1 sq. Thus it is very natural 
that while man has no epya vopiov to point to, but in place of these 
only epya craptco*;, there can be no Si/cacovcrdai epycov vopov. If 
the law be, as the apostle says, a vop,o<s irvevpart/cbs, then the whole 
relation of the law to man must bring to light that state of contra
diction between spirit and flesh in which the law is nothing but 
the condemnation of apbapTia as the operation of the cdp^, and can 
hold no other relation towards man but that of negation and hos
tility. But the Bcfcaiovadat, e£ epycov vdpov, as the apostle speaks 
of it, must be held to imply that epya vdpuov exist as well as epya 
crap/cos. And thus, though man be essentially flesh, yet there 
must be in him a spiritual principle which is at least analogous to 
the divine irvevpa, and makes it possible for him not only Kara 

1 In the Neutest. Theol. (and compare m y observations, Theol. Jahrb. i. 83 
8q.y xiii. 301) it is asserted distinctly that according to the fundamental ideas of 
the Pauline anthropology the <rap£ is the material body, which, however, is not 
conceived as inanimate, but as a being with life and peculiar impulses and powers 
inherent in i t ; that thus the yjrvxv proceeds from it, and also the vovs or human 
7TV€vpa, to be carefully distinguished from the divine rrvevfia. 
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<rdptca rrepLirarelv, but to raise himself above the sphere of 
the adpt; and of the dvOpoorros aap/ci/cos or TJrv%i/co<;. This must 
indeed be the case; for if man had nothing spiritual in him by 
nature, he would not have even that natural receptivity which is 
necessary for the entrance of the spiritual element, to be communi
cated by God's grace. If then there be epya vdpov, which are 
essentially different from the epya rrjs cap/cos, how can it be main
tained at the same time that there is no such thing as Si/cauxrvvi) 
e% epycov vdpov ? Though they be not perfectly adequate to the 
law, yet they must be of such a nature as to stand in no positive 
opposition to it, as the epya crap/cbs do, but only in a position more 
or less inadequate. How then can it be said so nakedly that they 
have no justifying power, and stand in a merely negative relation 
to the Si/catoo-vvrj Qeov ? Yet this is the apostle's assertion, and 
the reason for this assertion is, that the epya vopuov cannot do away 
with the might of the dpaprla which reigns in man's adpf;. Thus, 
in this case also, the law can only condemn that which is sin; but 
the peculiarity of the apostle's doctrine here is, that not only does 
the law pass the condemning verdict on the sin actually existing 
in contradiction to itself, but that it also brings sin to its full 
reality in man. The reason of the ov BcKaLovcrOac el; epycav vdpov 
is thus in the law itself after alL The negative part of the apostle's 
doctrine of justification comes to a point in the proposition which 
sounds so paradoxical: r) Svvapu? rrjs dpaprla? 0 VO/AOS, 1 Cor. xv. 
56. What gives sin its power, its significance, and its reality— 
what makes it become that which it is, what makes it sin, is the 
law. How can this be ? 

The answer to the question lies in the undeniable truth, that 
sin is what it is essentially and simply through man's consciousness 
of it; where there is no consciousness of sin, there is no sin. Now 
the consciousness of sin comes by the law; for it is just the law 
that says to man what he is to do or not to do, and thus the law 
is to man the standard of his whole moral behaviour, to conform to 
it or not. This is what the apostle insists upon so emphatically 
in Eom. vii. At ver. 5, he says, " As long as we were living the life 
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which is dominated by the flesh, the passions which lead to sins 
were active in our members, being stirred up by the law, in order 
to bear fruit for death." Then at verse 7 he asks, "What do I say 
then ? is the law sin ? certainly not, but I would not have known 
sin except through the law, and I would have known nothing of 
lust if the law had not said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, taking 
occasion therefrom, worked in me through the commandment 
the whole of lust, for without the law sin is dead. I lived once 
without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I fell into the power of death, and the commandment which 
was given for life, was found by me to be a thing leading to death. 
For sin, having thus taken its 'occasion, misled me through the 
commandment, and by it slew me. The law indeed is holy, and 
the commandment is holy, just, and good. Did that which is 
good then become death to me ? No, but sin; that it might appear 
how sin through that which is good works death to me, that sin 
through the commandment might appear as sinful as possible." 
Vers. 7-13. 

Thus sin is dead or slumbers in the consciousness as long as 
the absence of consciousness of any law or prohibition precludes 
transgression; so soon, however, as one knows what one may do or 
not do, sin begins at once to stir; it awakes, as it were, out of its 
slumber, one becomes aware of the possibility of doing what he 
should not do. With the knowledge of what is forbidden comes 
also the desire to do it; and if sin has once been committed, the 
consciousness cannot be wanting that through it one has fallen into 
the power of death, which the law makes the consequence of sin. 
In proportion, therefore, as the consciousness of sin is awakened 
through the law (Btd ydp vdpuov hrlyvaHri? apaprlas, Bom. 
iii. 20), sin itself reaches its reality, because sin exists essentially 
just in the consciousness that one has of it. Thus without the 
law there is no sin, and yet the law is not the cause of sin. The 
more the. law brings home to a man the consciousness of sin, the 
less is a justification through the law, a hinatovcQai e£ epycov vopov, 
possible. He feels only his antagonism to the law, or if he has 
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epya vojiov to show, he feels only the inadequate relation in which 
they still stand to the law; if the law can justify through epya 
vdpbov, it can only justify him whose epya vdpuov are completely 
adequate to the law, and extend to all its commandments. But 
what does the moral consciousness say here, when it is brought to 
confront the law ? All who seek to obtain justification in the way 
of epya vdpov are under the curse, for it is written," Cursed is every 
one who does not keep all that is written in the book of the law 
to do it," to carry it out in his acts. As long as the law stands, 
therefore, no one can be justified before God, Gal. iii 10. This is 
the testimony which every man's moral consciousness bears to 
him, and it is confirmed by universal experience among heathens 
and Jews, as the apostle shows in the first chapters of the Epistle 
to the Eomans. But not only does the law awaken the consciousness 
of sin by saying to every man what sin is, and how much in what 
he does and leaves undone is simply sin, so that at no point in his, 
life does he stand in a perfectly adequate relation to the law, so 
that he never is what he ought to be; the law also computes what 
is or is not possible, and makes men aware of the impossibility of 
fulfilling it. The more it quickens the perceptions with regard 
to sin, the more does it weaken the consciousness of any power in 
the will, so that in respect to sin, knowledge and will stand to 
each other in an exactly inverse ratio. The apostle speaks of this 
in the same section of Eomans, vii. 14; he describes the antagonism 
of the carnal man and the spiritual law; as carnal, man stands 
under the power of sin, is as it were sold under sin. " For what I 
do, I do not consciously, with the full consciousness of my freedom, 
for not what I will do I, but what I hate, that I do. But if I do 
that which I would not, then I consent to the law that is good. 
But now it is not I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I 
know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good : for 
to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good 
I find not. For not the good that I will do I ; but the evil that I will 
not, that do I." Thus there reside in man two antagonistic laws. 
" I find the law that when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
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I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see 
another law, which in my members opposes the law of my spirit, 
and brings me into captivity to the law that is in my members. 
0 wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?" (from the body which is the actual seat of sin, 
because it is in it that the consequences of sin are accomplished, 
namely, death.) 

If the passage, vii 7 sqq., be regarded in its whole connexion with 
what precedes and follows it, we can have no scruple in rejecting 
as quite erroneous the opinion of those who would understand the 
condition depicted by the apostle, vii 14 sq., to be the condition of 
the regenerate. The contrast of the condition under the law and 
that under grace could not be expressed more forcibly than is done 
by the apostle, vii 24, 25, and viii. 1. The apostle is here 
describing how the law in its bearing on the moral volitions and 
acts of man determines his self-consciousness. The highest state of 
mind man can reach, as long as he merely stands over against the 
law, is to recognise the good which the law prescribes, and to will 
to do it. But that he should never get past mere willing, that the 
possibility implied in willing never becomes a reality, that instead 
of the good he willed to do, he should do the evil which the law 
forbids, and which he himself does not will; this is the imperfec
tion and defect inherent in the condition under the law, and which 
cannot be explained but by assuming the presence of a power 
opposing man's will in its recognition and desire of what is good. 
This power can only be in the flesh, which, as it directs itself only 
to the sensuous, is the principle of sin, and which enables the 
sin that dwells in man, and manifests itself through the flesh as 
its organ, to become a special power, determining the man's whole 
actions. The apostle calls this power a law, inasmuch as that may 
be called a law which underlies a constant tendency as its 
determining principle. There is thus a vofws iv roU peXeac, which, 
as the sensual impulses accomplish the results to which they 
exclusively tend, becomes a VO'/JLO? dfiapTtas; and there is a VO/JLO? 

TOV vdos, a tendency determined by the rational principle, which is 
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opposed to the sensual. Thus, even in the state under the law, 
before man has received into himself by faith the divine uvevfia, 
there is, beside the crapf, a higher and better principle which! is 
spiritual in its nature. The apostle calls it reason, vovs, to mark 
it as distinguished from the irvevpui, which is the result of a com
munication from without, and as belonging to man's own nature. 
It is the inward man (o eaeo dv0pco7ros, ver. 22) in opposition to the 
outward or carnal man; it is the higher spiritual self-conscious
ness which is determined by reason, as opposed to the sensual 
consciousness, the determining principle of which is the adp!;.1 

This vovs becomes the vopw TOV voos which answers in so far to 
the vopw rov Geov, as it is a spiritual principle, -and, by its nature 
as such, cannot but recognise the law, which is also spiritual, feel 
itself one with that law, and make it the principle of its thought 
and will. But as this thought and will never grows to anything 
more than thought and will, does not realize itself in practice, the 
more man becomes conscious of his union with the law, the more does 
he grow conscious of his opposition to it. Taking the law up into 
his consciousness, and being thus aware of that Shall which his union 
with the law brings home to him, he finds that this is only to 
discover how far he stands below that Shall, and how little it is 
possible to him to fill up the gap within him between the Shall and 
the Am. The whole being of the man is divided between two 
hostile powers which strive against each other; and the one is so 
greatly stronger than the other, that it might seem that this latter 
is only saved from extinction in order that the man, so divided and 
drawn to and fro in contrary directions, should feel the whole 
torture of the opposition and struggle with which he is fighting 
against himself. Tins is the difference between the vovs and the 
irvevpba; the spiritual principle of the vov$ can never be the 
invader and conqueror of the o-dp^; what it is, it is only 

1 This shows distinctly, as the author goes on to say, Neutest. TheoL i. 48 , 
that the Pauline doctrine of sin is different from the Angustinian doctrine. In 
the Theol. Jahrb. xiii. 29 . 5 sqq., I have entered more fully into the relation of 
the Pauline doctrine of sin and grace to the Augustinian and the early Protestant 
doctrine.—Editor. 

K 



146 LIFE AND WORK OF RAUL. [PART I I I . 

potentially, and can never come to be actually.1 This is the con
dition in which man finds himself as long as he is under the law, 
it is a state of distraction, disunion, conflict; an unhappy 
consciousness, in. which one longs for the redemption which can 
deliver from its torture. In this longing the man can do nothing 
but cry out, " 0 wretched man that I am! who will deliver me 
from the body of this death ; as for me, as I am in myself, I serve 
the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin." Reason is 
the better principle in him, but the flesh is the predominant 
and ruling principle Man cannot emerge from this state of 
division and distraction so long as he is under the law, and the 
law itself is there, just to create in him the full consciousness of 
the division. But as soon as he becomes conscious of the enormity 
of the division, and begins to long for deliverance from it, he has 
in reality got past it, and the lower negative standpoint is now 
looked back upon and judged by a standard which only the 
superior standpoint has given. It is seen namely, and that from 
above, how the position under the law is that of a mere naked 
Shall, which can never be fused into union with the human con
sciousness in its entirety. W e have therefore a right to say that 
no one ever felt so truly this disunion of man with himself—this 
division which prevails at the standpoint of the law—as the apostle, 
who, when he felt it, had already overcome it. In this respect the 
interpreters are right, who hold that the so-called gratia praeveniens 
has to be presupposed to Eom vii. 15. Only in presentiment of 
the state of grace can one feel rightly what is wanting in the 

1 This is the difference between Eom. v i i 18 8q. and Gal. v. 17 sq. In the 
imBvfittv of the crap£ Kara rov irvcvfxaTos and of the irvcvpa Kara TTJS aapKos, the 
irvcvpa gains the victory just because it is the nvevpa. In the words, verse 17, Xva 
pf) & 3v Ofkrjrc, etc., the apostle does not mean that the struggle is so undecided 
that no TTOULV ensues at all, but only that this itoulv cannot take place save 
through the subjection of an opposing power. These two tendencies, impulses, 
principles, are at strife with each other, as if they only aimed to effect that you 
shall not do just what you wish to d a But if in this contest of the two prin
ciples, in which the victory is yet undecided, you give yourselves to be deter
mined by the irvevpa, and the itvcvpa thus obtains the preponderance, then you 
will not only not fulfil that which the flesh desires,—you will also cease to stand 
under the law, you will have Christian freedom. 
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state of law.1 A St/catovaOat epycov vopov, or an iSla S^/cato-
avvrj, obtained through the fulfilling of the law (with regard to 
which only a ^rjrelv, Sccotceiv, is possible, which must not grow to 
an opinion of actual legal righteousness, Rom. x. 3, ix. 30) has thus 
no existence, not only because the epya vopov which man has to 
point to are never fully adequate to the law, but still more because 
he can never feel the possibility of fulfilling the law,—can never 
know himself one with the law in the totality of his self-conscious
ness. ALOTL €*£ epycov vopov oi ScKaicoff^o-erat iraaa o-dpl*, GaL i i 
1 6 ; Rom. iii 20. I f this union, this hacaioavvr) rov Qeov, is ever 
to be reached, that can only be in a word, in this way: that the 
vow (which is the highest element in this stand-point, and in which 
nevertheless we only see its negativity) is changed into the 
irvevpLa. How this is brought about is the other side of the Pauline 
doctrine of justification. 

1 W e are here supplied with a simple answer to the question how far the 
apostle is speaking in the first person at Rom. vii. 7 sqq. H e is speaking gener
ally, and what he says applies not only to himself, but to all who are in the same 
case. A t the same time, only he himself is properly the subject, and he has to 
use the first person in speaking of himself, because no one had gone through the 
same experience before him. 



T H I E D C H A P T E R 

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION.—(2.) IN ITS POSITIVE ASPECT : 

o dvOpcoiros BcKaLovrac e/c 7rwrT€G>9. 

I T is not in the way of the works of the law, it is only in the 
way of faith, that the true BiKaiocvvrj is to be realized. Faith is 
the indispensable and all-important element and condition of 
justification, as the apostle very clearly intimates in the passage 
Eom. i 1 6 , where he states the main proposition of the whole 
subsequent discussion in the words, " I am not ashamed of the 
gospel: for it is a power of God to salvation for every one that 
believes; both Jew and Gentile. For righteousness, the adequate 
moral relation to God, is manifested in it as one which goes from 
faith to faith, as it is written : The just shall live by faith." The 
apostle thus regards faith as all-important; he cannot speak of 
righteousness, even at the very threshold of his Epistle, without 
at once declaring faith to be its essential element The peculiar 
expression which he uses here is to be explained by the supreme 
importance which faith possessed to him. He says of the 
Bt/cacoavvrj 6eov that it diroKaXvirrerai IK irlaTecos eU iricriv, i.e. 
it is manifested in the gospel as a righteousness which begins with 
faith and ends with faith, of which faith is the beginning, middle, 
and end; the essential and pervading element of which is simply 
faith : cf. Eom. iii. 2 2 , BiKaiocvprj Qeov Bid iria-recos 'ITJCOV XpioTov, 
eU irdvras Kal eirl irdpras rov? iruTrevovras} Thus everything 
depends on faith; now what is faith ? It comes externally from 

1 In this passage also the two prepositions only serve to add strength to the 
one conception. The addition of *ls irioriv to CK morions is best illustrated b y 
the passage 2 Cor. ii. 16 : dopr) Bavdrov els Bdvarov, oopr) farjs els farjv. 
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hearing the preaching of the gospel (a/aw) Trio-rem, Gal. iii 2 , 
5 , Eom. x. 1 7 ) , and thus it is primarily a recognition of the truth 
of the contents of the gospel, Triors rov eiayyeXlov. Now as 
Christ is the essential contents of the gospel, this Triors becomes 
Trior vt 'hjaov Xpurrov, Gal. i i 1 6 , i.e. the faith of which Christ 
is the object, or Trior is ev Xpiarp 'Irjaov, Gal. iii. 2 6 , the faith which 
has in Christ the principle on which it rests. This trior ̂  is further 
defined as Triors ev T$ atpari avrov, Rom. iii. 2 5 , since what faith 
apprehends in Christ as its proper object is the atoning death of 
Jesus. And here the apostle defines the contents of faith yet 
further, as Trioreveiv em rov eyeipavra >ITJO-OVV, rov Kvpiov rjp&v, 
etc ve/cpcov, o? irapeSdOf) Sea rd TrapaTrrwpbara rjpcov, tcalrjye'pdrj hid 
rrjv hiKaicovw r)p,&v, Rom. iv. 2 4 , 2 5 . Thus the object of faith is 
narrowed stage by stage, and in proportion as this is done the faith 
grows more intense and inward. From theoretical assent it becomes 
a practical trust in which the man's deepest interests find expres
sion. This trust becomes in turn a certainty of conviction, in 
which what has once been taken up into the subjective conscious
ness, even though a mere representation or expectation has all the 
force of an immediate objective reality. Now this faith, awakened 
first by an external agency, but then proceeding to discover and to 
rest upon its own inward resources, has for its object the death of 
Jesus. How has the death of Jesus come to occupy this position, 
and how does the Bi/eaioavvrj Qeov result from the direction of faith 
to this its object ? 

At the standpoint of the law, the SiKacocrvvrj Qeov was sought to 
be attained through the works of the law; thus what the epya 
vopov sought to effect, but, being an iSia Si/eaioovvi], could not, 
is now to be effected through faith as a hiKaioavvr) rov Qeov. 
Faith then must have what works had not. But faith does not of 
itself possess this mediating power; all that it is, it is only in 
virtue of the object to which it is directed. There must, there
fore, be something in the death of Jesus which qualifies faith to 
effect what the law with its works could not. This relation of the 
death of Jesus to the law is most explicitly stated by the apostle 
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in the passage, Gal. iii. 13, "Christ has bought us free from the 
curse of the law, in that he became a curse for us; for it is written 
in the Scriptures, 'Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree.'" 
There is thus a curse in the death of Christ on the cross; this 
curse cannot have been incurred by Christ himself,—it must have 
been laid upon him. It is the curse of the law, for the result at 
which one arrives on the way of the 8i/ccuovcr0cu el* epycov vdfiov is 
just this, that ocroi epycov vdfiov elcrlv, tnro tear dp av elcrl, Gal. 
iii. 10, since man has not those epya vdfiov which he ought to 
have, and, instead of the righteousness of the law, has only sin, 
which the law can do nothing but condemn. It is this curse, then, 
which Christ has taken on himself, for he suffered the penalty 
which the law demanded for the sins of men, viz., death. By this 
men are bought free from the curse of the law; the demand which 
the law made upon them for penalty has been met, hence the law 
has now ceased to have any valid claim against them; in respect 
of the law they are free. That principle which the law sets up as 
its ultimatum, that only 6 ironyTas avra grjcrerai iv avroU, and 
that thus every one who does not exactly observe all that the law 
prescribes, TOV iroifjcrac avra, has fallen under the curse of the 
law—this principle has ceased to apply to them Man is thus 
free from the curse of the law—the tcardpa TOV vdfiov, the curse, 
the penalty, which the law denounced, or the curse of which the 
law was the cause, the objective ground of which resided in 
the law. This deliverance is given to men, only in so far as 
Christ has died for their sake; but if he died for their sake, 
then this mutual relation between him and them must come 
home to their consciousness, must be recognised by them They 
must, in order to appropriate to themselves what he has done 
for them, feel that they are one with him Faith is this relation; 
only in faith in him, and in the death which he died for them 
upon the cross, are they free from the curse of the law. Faith is 
this union of man with Christ, by means of which the deliverance 
from the law which the death of Christ has effected, becomes his 
own deliverance from it. Here, however, something would seem 
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to be wanting in the logic of this theory. For though man be 
bought free from the curse of the law, all that is effected thereby 
is that that demand is cancelled which the law made on them in 
respect of sins already committed. But does it follow from this 
that the law itself is done away ? The law remains what it is, 
it continues to be binding, the obligation to keep it can never 
cease, and every failure in the observance of it involves the same 
demand for penalty, the same curse; and so man remains under 
the curse of the law. How then can the apostle say that the law 
in itself is done away ? This implies that the constant repetition 
of the law's demands is met by the death of Christ being con
stantly set over against them, and constantly producing the same 
effect in respect of them. Thus if the death of Christ be really a 
deliverance for men, then its doing away with the law must be a 
doing away with it for ever, or as such. And that is so : what the 
law could not effect because of the constant failure to observe it, 
and indeed cannot possibly effect, that the death of Christ accom
plishes by doing away with the law; it accomplishes it without the 
law, but only in so far as it is the object of faith. How it is the 
object of faith can only be explained at a later stage in our dis
cussion. The question before us now is in what way it is the 
abolition of the curse which lies upon man because of the law. 
The chief passage in which the apostle expresses his views on this 
point is Bom. iii. 2 1 - 2 6 , "Now is made manifest without the law 
the righteousness which avails before God, as it is attested by the 
law and the prophets, ie. that which is to be regarded as the con
dition of the adequate relation of man to God. This adequate 
relation is mediated by faith in Christ Jesus, so that all in general 
are merely such as believe, for there is no difference; all have 
sinned, and have nothing to glory of before God. They are 
justified freely through his grace through the redemption in Christ 
Jesus, whom God has set up as a propitiatory sacrifice through 
faith in his blood, for a proof of his righteousness, because he had 
passed over the sins that had been done before, in the long-suffering 
of God, for a proof, that is, of his righteousness at the present time, 
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that he might be just, and might justify him who is willing to be 
justified by faith." Here we have to distinguish two momenta 
which the apostle, in regarding the death of Jesus as an object of 
faith, keeps separate from, and opposes to each other. On the one 
hand, the redemption which is effected through the death of Jesus 
is an act of the free grace of God; sinners as they are, men can 
only be justified through the grace of God; but, on the other hand, 
there has been manifested in the death of Christ the righteousness 
of God, which cannot suffer sin to go unpunished. Redemption, 
which has been effected through the death of Jesus, is an act of 
grace, but with this qualification, that that death is a bloody 
sacrifice presented for the propitiation of God. In this sense the 
apostle calls the death of Jesus a l\acrrqpiov, an atoning sacrifice, 
and that in order to prove God's righteousness, which cannot but 
cause the guilt to be followed by the punishment of sin. This 
righteousness of God had therefore to be satisfied, and this was 
done by the penalty of sin being actually borne. De Wette 
justly remarks that this passage leads up to the Anselmic doctrine 
of justification; but as for the view held by our apostle there is no 
reason here to travel beyond the idea of evSeigts, which does not 
imply that God requires such a sacrifice for the expiation of sins 
on his own account, in order to satisfy the claims of his own 
righteousness, but only that this was done for men to demonstrate 
his righteousness to them. Yet this distinction is seen ultimately 
to be unreal, for what God does can never be for the mere external 
purpose of an evSeigi?,—it must have its objective ground in God's 
own nature. Since it was inconsistent with the idea of the 
righteousness of God to leave sins unpunished that had been 
already committed, it was necessary that Christ should die for the 
punishment of the sins of men. Yet this is not to say that the 
obstacle to the forgiveness of men's sins which was to be removed 
by Christ's death was actually and essentially in God's nature, in 
his penal judgment, or his wrath against men. It was not that 
God himself is to be appeased; and though the apostle speaks of a 
reconciliation, a KaraWayrj, a KaTaWcireaOac, the reconciliation 
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that he speaks of is not such a one as should have brought about 
a change of disposition towards man in God himself. W e have 
received the reconciliation, says the apostle, Eom, v. 1 0 , 1 1 ; though 
eXppoi ovres» we have been reconciled to God through the death of 
his Son. This eyOpol ovres must be understood rather of men's 
enmity against God than of God's enmity against men,—of that 
€j(0pa 6*9 Oeov which has its seat in the (ppdvrjpa rrjs cap/cos, 
Eom. viii 7. Of course the death of Christ must have some 
reference to the righteousness of God, and what it was in this 
aspect may be said to have been the removal of the wrath of God, 
Eom. v. 9 , and in so far a reconciliation of God with men; but 
here, however, we must remember that it is God Himself who is 
the reconciler, who brings about the reconciliation of men with 
himself through Christ, 0eo9 ev Xpurrp tedapLov KaraXkaaaav 
iavTip, 2 Cor. v. 1 9 . This implies the gracious disposition of God 
towards men as the condition without which the whole transaction 
would not have taken place, and on which alone it was possible 
for them to enter on a new relation towards him. Thus it rests 
entirely with men to cease from their enmity against God, and to 
allow that disposition with which God has always regarded them, 
and which he has actually proved through the death of Christ, to 
pass over into their minds; or since God by His gracious and con
ciliatory disposition has reconciled the world to Himself in Christ, 
to let themselves be actually reconciled to Him. The KaraKKayfi 
is nothing but the manifestation of the grace of God for men's 
acceptance. By their acceptance of it they enter upon a relation 
towards him where there is e\pr\vr\ irpos rov Oeov, and all enmity 
between the two parties has disappeared. Here we may already 
discern the relation which those two elements bear to each other, 
which are distinguished in the passage Eom. iii. 2 1 - 2 6 , as the 
opposite aspects of the death of Christ, viz., righteousness and 
grace. The death of Jesus is to be regarded in the light of the 
Divine justice as having to do with a matter of guilt and penalty, 
yet this is merely the outside of the affair; the merely judicial 
aspect pertaining to the sphere of law where that justice which is 
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based upon the law which God himself has given dare not be 
violated. The inward motive, however, of the provision made by 
God in the death of Jesus, that element in it in which God's 
essential nature is most distinctly revealed, is the grace of God 
(rj avrov xdpi?, Eom. iii. 24). This factor predominates so greatly 
over the other, that even the strong claim which God's justice puts 
forth in the death of Jesus may be regarded as simply a result of 
his grace. The evBetl-is of his Sttcaiocrvpr/ in the death of Jesus 
could never have taken place had he not, before he showed him
self the just one, already been the gracious one, who gave the 
greatest proof of his graciousness in this, that so far as the penalty 
of sin had to be enforced in order to give his justice what it 
claimed, he desired it to be enforced not in men themselves, but in 
another for them. This leads us from the idea of satisfaction to 
the intimately related idea of substitution. The satisfaction which 
has met the divine justice in the death of Jesus could not have 
taken place without the grace of God; and so intimately is the 
idea of grace which gives rise to this whole process related to that 
of substitution, that the one preposition xrrrkp stands for both ideas, 
denoting both that which is done for men and that which is done 
in the place of men. On the one hand, what is done for men, in 
their interest, is done merely to make them partakers of the 
benefit of the grace of God. And it is truly remarked that the 
preposition inrkp does not of itself imply the idea of substitution, 
and that that other meaning, in which the death of Jesus is 
represented as having been for men, in their interest, is predomi
nant. On the other hand, however, it is also certain that the idea 
of substitution cannot be dissevered from that one; the preposi
tion vwep, which is so much used in this connexion, contains both 
these ideas constantly passing over into each other, and present in 
each other. In the passage Eom. v. 6, it is said " Christ died when 
we were yet weak " (without value or importance, without any of 
those qualities which can determine another to do something for 
one; it is thus that aaOeveh must be understood in distinction 
from Sl/cato? and dyaOos, and in opposition to Si/caicoOevTes, ver. 9, 
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since, in their character as huccutoOemes they have in themselves 
something that gives them importance in God's sight); hardly does 
one die for a just man, for a good man (such a one as is more than 
hUam, who has won the love of others through his amiable 
qualities) one might dare to die more readily than for another, but 
God proves his love to us in this, that when we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. Here and in many similar passages the 
diroBavelv inrep is merely a dying in the interests of others; but 
in the passages Eom. iv. 25, irapehodr) Bed rd frapaTrrdpuiTa r)p,a>v; 
Gal. L 4t, TOV S0W09 eavrov irepl r&v dp,apTia>v r)p,a>v; Eom. viii. 3, 
voEpl dpLapria^ tear etcptve rrjv dp,apriav ev TJJ cap/cl; 1 Cor. xv. 3, 
XptoTos diredavev inrep ra>v dpbapricov r)p,&v; 2 Cor. v. 15, ef? inrep 
irdvTtov direOavev, dpa ol iravres airiOavov, /col inrep iravrav 
diriQavev, iva ol fail/re? pLTjKerc eavrol? %S)oiv, dXkd rq> inrep avrcov 
dirodavovri Kal eyepOevrc, the idea of substitution cannot certainly 
be rejected as out of place. If Christ died because of sin (Bid, 
irepl, inrep), that is, from a cause which lay in the sins of men, 
inasmuch as death is the necessary penalty of sin, then he bore in 
his death that penalty which men had incurred through the guilt 
of their sin, and so should have borne themselves. He died then 
not merely for them, but also in their place, as the one instead of 
the many, who; just because he died for them and took their place, 
did not actually die themselves, but are regarded as having died in 
him their substitute. This comes out most clearly in the passage 
2 Cor. v. 14, where, from the proposition eh inrep irdvroyv direOavev, 
the apostle at once draws the conclusion, dpa ol irdvre^ airiOavov. 
This is not the spiritual death of which the apostle speaks, Eom. 
vi, 2, nor a mere ought-to-die; it is simply said that what is true 
of one is true of all, just because (as the article shows) these 
are the iravre^;, those, namely, whose place the one has taken. 
Only if he died instead of them, and for them, have they also died. 
Only the one has actually died, but they are all contained in him 
ideally; if not really, yet essentially; and for his sake who died in 
their place and for them, they may all be regarded as dead them
selves. The idea of substitution implies two things, first, that 
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the one who is to take the place of many others, and to be counted 
for them, is the same as they are; and secondly, that he possesses 
something which they have not; that, namely, the lack of which 
makes it necessary that he should represent them. If Christ has 
died for the sins of men, then he must have been without sin 
himself, in order that his death, which could not be a sacrifice on 
his own account, might avail as the penalty of the sins of others. 
Thus it is merely the development of the idea of substitution 
found at 2 Cor. v. 14, where the apostle says, ver. 21, that God 
made him who knew of no sin, who did not know from his own 
self-consciousness what sin was, to be sin for us, that is, to be an 
object of sin, and therewith one in whom sin is to be punished. 
But in order that he might thus represent the sins of men in him
self, it was necessary for him to be a man like the men whose 
place he was to take; only in one point which was common to 
them all, he could not be like them, namely, in sin. Thus though 
he had a <rdp^t yet since the cdpj; of all men is a cdpf; dpuzprlas, 
his cap!* could only be a 6p,olcopa cap/co? dpaprias, Rom. viii. 3. 
Thus he was not quite as they were, but only similar to them; 
with all his identity with them, he had this essential difference 
from them, that his adpl; was not, like the <rdpf; of all other men, 
the seat of sin. This being a difference between him and them, 
the difference was done away and changed into perfect unity; 
through his becoming what they were, dpaprla, they became free 
from dpapTca, from the penalty of sin. This was the negative 
condition of the Bueaiocvvrj Oeov. God made him dpbaprla that 
we might become BiKaioavvt] Oeov ev avra>, that which it is 
necessary for us to be in order to stand in that relation to God 
which is adequate to the idea of God. Thus by one man's 
satisfying justice on behalf of all men, a justification was attained 
which sets men free from death, and makes them partakers of life. 
Through the obedience of one many were made righteous, 2 Cor. 
v. 21, Eom. v. 18, 19. 1 

1 The author discusses at page 164, and more at length in his Neutest. Theol. 
166, sqq. (cf. also m y observations, TheoL Jahrb. 1. 87 , sq.) another effect of 
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T h i s Scfcacoavvrj yiveaOai o r SUaioi KaOiorao-Oaii w h i c h i s e q u i 

v a l e n t t o SiKaiovaOai, b r i n g s u s b a c k a g a i n t o t h e c o n c e p t i o n o f 

fa i th . S i n c e f a i t h i s t h e s u b j e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n o n w h i c h a l o n e m e n 

c a n e n t e r i n t o t h e r e l a t i o n t h e s e w o r d s d e n o t e , t h e r e s u l t o f t h e 

f o r e g o i n g i s t o c o n f i r m t h e p r o p o s i t i o n on ov Sixaiovrai dvOpcorros 
epycov vopLov, idv p>r) hid rriorecos 'Irjaov Xpiorov, G a l . i i 1 6 . 

F a i t h i s s u b j e c t i v e l y w h a t g r a c e i s o b j e c t i v e l y ( t h e o b j e c t o f f a i t h 

i s i n d e e d j u s t t h e g r a c e o f G o d w h i c h h a s a p p e a r e d i n C h r i s t ) , a n d 

t h u s g r a c e is t h e o b j e c t i v e p r i n c i p l e o f t h e P a u l i n e d o c t r i n e o f 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n . E v e r y t h i n g h e r e d e p e n d s o n g r a c e , a s b e i n g t h e 

o u t c o m e o f t h e d i v i n e l o v e , w h i c h i s t h e p r i m a r y c a u s e o f t h e w o r k 

o f r e d e m p t i o n i n G o d ' s o w n n a t u r e , E o m . i i i 2 4 , v . 8 . W e a r e 

Sucaiovpbevoi Scopsdv rtj avrov ^dpin, a n d t h e a n t i t h e s i s b e t w e e n 

SiKaiovaBai e/c iriorecos a n d t h e ScKacoavvrj vdpbov c o n s i s t s j u s t i n 

t h i s , t h a t t h e f o r m e r i s d o n e f r e e l y t h r o u g h g r a c e a l o n e . F o r i f 

t h e r e b e a r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f t h e l a w w h i c h i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a t t a i n 

t h r o u g h w o r k s o f t h e l a w , t h e n C h r i s t h a s d i e d i n v a i n , G a l i i 2 1 , 

b e c a u s e t h e g r a c e w h i c h h i s d e a t h h a s p u r c h a s e d w o u l d t h e n b e 

c o m p l e t e l y s u p e r f l u o u s . T h e r e w o u l d t h e n b e n o n e e d o f i t , b e c a u s e 

t h e SiKaioavvrj Sid vdpov p r o c e e d s o n t h e d i r e c t l y o p p o s i t e p r i n c i p l e , 

t h a t a s t h e a p o s t l e s a y s , E o m . i v . 4 , rco epya^opev<p 6 p^urffds ov 
\oyi£erai Kara ^dpiv, aKkd Kara ofeiXrjpa. T h a t w h i c h c o m e s 

a b o u t Kara ofetXrjpa, f r o m i n d e b t e d n e s s , i s t h e o p p o s i t e o f w h a t 

c o m e s a b o u t Kara %dpiv o r Scopeav; t h e f o r m e r i s w h a t a m a n h a s 

a r i g h t t o c l a i m , s i n c e i t i s n o t h i n g b u t a n effect , ar i s ing f r o m , a n d 

i m p l i c i t l y c o n t a i n e d i n , a c a u s e w h i c h i s p r e s e n t i n o u r s e l v e s . 

H e r e ef fect f o l l o w s c a u s e o f n e c e s s i t y a n d w i t h o u t e x t e r n a l i n t e r 

v e n t i o n . H e w h o h a s t h e epya vdpov r e c e i v e s t h e SiKacoovvTj Kara 
vdpov b y t h e s a m e l a w b y w h i c h t h e w o r k m a n r e c e i v e s w a g e s 

p r o p o r t i o n e d t o h i s l a b o u r . W i t h t h e SiKaiovodai IK iriareax;, 
h o w e v e r , t h e c a s e i s e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t ; t h e o n e i s r e l a t e d t o t h e 

o t h e r a s Xoyi^eaOai a n d ov Xoyi^eadau I n t h e c a s e o f t h e ipyd-
^eaBai a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n t SiKaiovaOai epycov vdpav, t h e r e c a n 

the death of Christ, viz., that in his body, the <rap£, and with it the sin which 
resides in the <rap£, is destroyed in its principle. 
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be no question of any Xoyl&vOai,; but there is this in the case 
of SixaiovcrOai IK 7r/<rrea>9. Faith itself Xoyi&rai eU SiKaiocrvvrjv, 
namely, TG> JIT) epya^opievq), who does not hold to epya, iriorevovn 

' Be eni TOV BiKaiovvra TOV dae^fj, Rom. iv. 5. The one BtKatov&Oai 
is thus related to the other as the mere representation and sup
position of a thing to the truth of the thing itself. Thus starting 
from the ZiKatovaOat ef epyav, faith would require, first of all, to 
overcome the contradiction that the godless, the unjust, is held for 
just; that he, who in himself is unjust, is yet just. This is the 
proper contents of faith, through which BiKacovcOai becomes a 
SctcaiovcrOai CK 7r/<rrea>9. He who is to be justified by faith must 
first of all believe that this is so, and since the objective truth of 
justification consists in this, that what the justified person is to his 
own consciousness, he is also in the consciousness of God, in the 
judgment of God concerning him, in which the justifying act takes 
place, it must be a fact in the consciousness of God that he who in 
himself is unjust, is yet just. The Pauline doctrine of justification 
appears here in its greatest hardness. It supposes as actually 
existing what does not actually exist; its BcKatovaOac is not an 
actual being just, but a mere being held or being declared just, and 
faith, as the principle of this BixatovaOai, is thus the imagination 
arrived at in looking to Christ, that what really is not, yet is. 

If this be so, then the BitcatovaOai CK marem certainly affords 
no occasion whatever for a Kav^pLa such as there might be in the 
case of BcKacovcrOac ef epywv, Rom. iv. 2 ; indeed man has nothing 
in himself at all that could set him in the adequate relation to 
God which is required in order to SitcaiovcrOai; for how is it 
possible that faith as a mere opinion that a thing is as it should 
be, although it is in fact the very opposite, could have any influence 
whatever to procure such a relation ? W e are here at the extreme 
point where faith in this merely putative sense, as a thing devoid 
of contents, seems destitute of all reality, and where at the same 
time it becomes clearly apparent, that if faith is to be the principle 
of BiKaiovcrOai, it must contain in itself those definite contents 
without which it can have no reality. Whence then is faith to 
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draw these contents ? When the apostle says, Eom. iv. 5, that to 
the 7riaT€VQ)v eirl rov Bucaiovvra TOV curefifj "Koyl^erac r) irions 
avrov eiW BtKaioavvrjv, he regards the faith which is imputed for 
righteousness as itself the foicawovvq, as itself the subjective con
dition of St/cacovaOai. Faith is Si/couoavvi), or the moral quality 
which, when it is present, enables man to come into that adequate 
relation towards God which the idea of SiicatovaOai represents. 
The moral element of faith can only consist in this, that the 
believer (not as Eiickert observes on Eom. iv. 5, though he is not 
righteous yet, yet has the wish to become so, a consideration which 
is out of place here, but) believes the Bi/cac&v rov acefirj in this 
very point, that the daef$r)<; is no longer an dcePi)?, but a Si/caio?. 
But how can he believe this without being at the same time 
conscious of the foundation on which this faith rests? The 
foundation on which this faith rests can only be Christ. While 
the believer makes Christ the contents of his faith, the 
TTIOTIS which was reckoned for St/caLocvvrj, or the BiKatocvvrj 
which consists in nothing but irlans, the Bcxacoovvr) which 
faith does not realize but only takes for granted, and which is 
therefore only an imagined Bitcaioovvr), is turned into a real one. 
For it is impossible to believe in Christ without knowing one's-
self one with him, and in this conscious unity with him, being 
aware of that which is the proper object of faith in Christ, as an 
immanent determination of one's own consciousness. 

Faith is therefore counted for righteousness to those who believe 
in him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; and in the 
faith in God as the raiser up of Jesus, there is implicitly con
tained faith in Jesus himself, as the one who was delivered for 
our sins, and raised again for our justification, Eom. iv. 24, 25. 
While believing in him we know at the same time that we are one 
with him and we become in him the Sifcatoavvrj Qeov, 2 Cor. v. 21, the 
Sucacocrinnj which he is made to us of God, 1 Cor. i 30. His 
death is the cause why we, being now free from all the guilt of 
sin, can be the same as he is, without sin, and being in this sense 
righteous, are able to stand in the same adequate relation towards 
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God, in which he stands towards him. It follows, however, from 
his death, that our faith in him brings us not merely this negative 
righteousness, consisting in freedom from the guilt of sin; he is 
also a BucaUapa eU irdvra*; dvOpwirov? ei? Bucauoccv £or}$ (Eom. 
v. 18). As he shows himself righteous in his death, so his death is 
for all men the ground of a justification which leads to life. For 
as in the disobedience of the one man, the many who have their 
unity in him became sinners, so through the obedience of the one 
man, the many who have their unity in him are made righteous. 
In his obedience, in which he himself appeared as Bireau>$t they 
themselves become Bitcatot, in virtue of their faith in him; such, 
namely, as have in themselves the subjective condition of the 
adequate relation between man and God. In that negative aspect 
the liberation of men from the guilt and penalty of sin has removed 
everything that might have proved to men the cause of wrong 
relations towards God. There is, as the apostle says, Eom. viii 1, 
nothing subject to condemnation in those who are in Christ Jesus; 
all who stand in communion with Christ, who have become one 
with him in faith, are, as justified persons, no longer subject to the 
divine sentence of condemnation. But not only have they in 
themselves this negative righteousness; they are positively, through 
a principle that has become immanent in them, placed in an 
adequate relation towards God. What renders the Bi/caiocrvvrj Bid 
vdfiov impossible, is that the law, though in itself spiritual, could 
not take up its place in man as spiritual, and thus become a unity 
with him. Now, however, what man takes up into himself through 
faith in Christ, as the mediating agency of his justification, is the 
vdfios rov irvevpmros rrj? fawfc ev Xpurray 'Irjcrov. The law of the 
spirit (that is, the spirit as the principle which determines the 
whole direction of the man, the principle of the Christian con
sciousness as the vital principle of those who believe in Christ, 
and find in him alone the principle of their spiritual life) has 
made me free, the apostle says in the same passage, from the law 
of sin and death, from the power they have as a dominating 
principle. For what was impossible through the law because it 
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was too weak through the flesh, God has done by sending his Son 
in the likeness of the flesh of sin, and on account of sin, con
demning sin in the flesh, that that which, according to the law, is 
accounted righteous, as the act which is highest, and which 
corresponds to the idea of righteousness or morality, might be 
realized in us, inasmuch as we walk not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit. For those who are after the flesh think 
only fleshly things, but they who are after the spirit think spiritual 
things. The vdjios rov irveufiaTos, as the apostle here designates 
the principle of the Christian consciousness, distinguishing it both 
from the vdjios ©eoO which one serves only with the practically 
impotent i/ot/9, and from the vdfios d/Aaprlas, which comes out 
through the crapf, is the highest expression for the Pauline con
ception of justification, the Si/ccuovaOcu ix 7rloT€a>$ in its opposi
tion to the St/ccuovaOai epywv VO/JLOV. There must be TTIOTI? 

before there can be irvevfia, yet TTIOTIS is only the form of which 
irvevfia is the contents ; it is only in the irvevfia that TTIOTIS be
comes the living reality of the Christian consciousness, informed 
with its positive contents. It is in the irvevyji, therefore, that the 
whole process of justification, as the apostle traces its development 
through its different stages, is at last completed. The true 
Christian St/ccuovaOat is no longer a Sc/catovo-Oat i/c 7r/<rrea>5 in the 
sense in which TTIGTIS 7wyl%ercu eU 8UCCUO<TVVT)V to the iriarevayv 
eirl rov Si/caiovvra rov daefir], in which case the relation of the 
person justified to God rests on a merely imaginary SiKatoavvrj, 
since, though essentially an daefir)?, he is regarded by the Siteeu&v 
as a Si/caios, and pronounced to be Sltcatos. On the contrary, it is 
a true and real &i/ccuova0cu, because in the vdpos rov irvevfiaro^, in 
the TTvevfia as the principle which determines his whole conscious
ness and life, he is truly and actually placed in the relation to God 
which is adequate to the idea of God. The relation which, in the 
case of faith imputed for righteousness, was a merely outward 
one, has now by means of the 7rvevfia9 in which God communicates 
his spirit to man, and in which he dwells in man as the spirit 
of Christ, become a truly inward one, Eom. viii 9. It is now a 

L 
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relation of spirit to spirit, in which the spirit, as the principle 
of the subjective consciousness, is drawn into union with the 
spirit of God, as the spirit of Christ which is its objective basis. 
The Siteaico/jui rov vdfiov, the moral contents of the law as the 
moral self-determination of man, is fulfilled and realized in this, 
that the justified persons walk, not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit. This walking according to the spirit is not 
indeed that efifiiveiv ev rrdai rois yeypafifievoi? ev T £ /3i/3\l<p rov 
vdfiov, rov rroirjoai avrd, Gal iii 10 ; for that remains even in this 
case a demand which can never be satisfied; but in place of this 
merely quantitative fulfilment of the law, there has come the 
qualitative fulfilment; the spirit is the principle of the fulfilment 
of the law or of moral conduct, and the spirit, the totality of dis
position, contains in itself also the totality of the law, the Suealcopa 
rov vdfiov. The BtKaiwfia rov vdfiov which is thus satisfied is the 
BtKacoavvrj Oeov realized in man, and this iuccuoavvr) is also ^ayrj, 
for the vdfios rov irvevfiaros is the vdfws rov irvevfiaros *n?$ feoffs 
ev Xpicrp 'Irjaov, and the spirit of God who dwells in us as the 
spirit of Christ is as the rrvevfia, Bid BiKcuioo"uvrfv. Where 
Sucaioovvrf i&, there is also fa>rj, because the principle of the one as 
well as of the other is the divine spirit which has come to reside 
in man as the principle of his Christian consciousness and life. 
Thus, though the body still carries in itself, that is, in the adp^, the 
principle of sin, and is consequently subject to the power of death, 
yet in the spirit the man has in himself the principle of life ; the 
spirit which dwells in him, the spirit of him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead, and will penetrate what of him is mortal more and 
more with the power of life, Rom. viii 10, 11. Thus that SUaios 
etc iriarem tfaerai, in which the apostle concentrates his whole 
doctrine of justification, has now become a truth and a reality. 
All that he says in the same connexion, Rom, viii. 12-17, of the 
spirit of the sonship of God, which makes itself heard in the 
Christian consciousness, is simply the definition of that highest 
stage, in which the whole process of justification comes to its 
completion and passes into the living reality of the immanent 
Christian consciousness. 
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Thus the spirit is the element in which God and man are 
related to each other as spirit to spirit, and where they are one 
with each other in the unity of the spirit. But this union of man 
with God, in which the essence of justification consists, is only pos
sible on the condition of faith. The spirit is indeed the true and 
living medium of the union of man with God; yet it must not be 
forgotten that since we only receive the spirit on the ground of 
faith, the essential element of justification is nothing but faith, and 
that the bond of union, in which justification consists, is formed by 
faith only, being here the union of the man with Christ. Faith of 
itself transfers the man from his former condition into a totally diffe
rent one—into a new circle of tasks and duties. W e see this in the 
Epistle to the Bomans. The apostle describes the life of justification 
in its highest stage, viii 1-17, but before this he has deduced from 
the conception of BtKatovcrOac etc 7r/<rrea>9, and of the divine grace 
which is given in faith, Bom. v., the manner in which the union of 
man with Christ which faith has formed is to realize itself in prac
tice, Bom. v i What faith in Christ lays hold of first of all is the 
grace of God reconciling men to himself in the death of his Son, 
and not imputing their trespasses to them, Bom. v. 10, 2 Cor. v. 19. 
But where grace is, there the law is no longer; throughout the whole 
domain of grace there is an end to every claim the law could make. 
If we be under grace, says the apostle, Bom. vi. 14,15, we are no more 
under law; law and grace are mutually exclusive of each other, 
Gal. ii. 21. Now if this be the relation between law and grace, if 
grace have so much the predominance over the law as to abolish 
the law altogether by grace, and render null and void all claims 
which it could make on account of the guilt of sin, then it appears 
that sin is not such a serious affair, and why should a man not sin 
if he be certain that grace is stronger than the law and sin ? The 
apostle takes up this question, Bom. vi. 1, and shows, first, that his 
doctrine of justification is not open to the charge of allowing licence 
to sin; and then, that the justification which he teaches kills and 
extirpates sin from its very roots. The law is indeed abolished 
by grace, but grace has faith as its essential condition, and faith 
places a man in such a state of union with Christ, that what is true 
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of Christ must also be true of him who has faith in him. In the 
fellowship with Christ's life and death which faith procures, sin is 
put an end to in two ways : first, the death of the aapf; is also the 
death of sin; and, second, in the new life to which he who has died 
with Christ must rise in virtue of his union with him, sin can find 
no place. All who are baptized into Jesus Christ, says the apostle, 
Eom. vi. 3, are baptized into his death; they are, therefore, buried 
with him through baptism into death, that as Christ has been raised 
up from the dead through the glory of the Father, so they also 
should walk in a new life. For if they be grown together with 
him in the likeness of his death, they will be one with him in his 
resurrection. The first of these two points, the being dead with 
Christ, is then further defined, verse 6 ; for we know that our old 
man is crucified with Christ, that the body of sin should be de
stroyed, so that we should no more serve sin, for he that is dead is 
absolved from sin. In order to apprehend correctly this latter 
proposition which embodies the general truth, on which the apostle's 
argument proceeds, we have to remember how he regards the adpZ 
as the principle and the seat of sin. It is through his crdp^ 
his physical nature, that man is subject to sin and death. This 
dominion of sin and death can last only so long as the adp^ is 
vitally active and capable of asserting itself, As soon as it is 
dead, man is free from its dominion over him, and absolved from 
the claim which it makes on him; if in the death of the crdp^ he 
himself has died to the cap!;, then he has discharged his debt to it; 
not only is he free from it, but he has, as it were, formally and 
judicially cleared off scores with it, so that he stands over against 
it as a BUaios, a justified person. The apostle expresses this relation 
by the phrase, BeBucaicorai dirb Tr}$ dp,apTcd$. The <TapJ*, however, 
is dead, or the man in the adp^ has died to it, because he has died 
with Christ; for Christ is crucified for this purpose, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, Eom. vi. 6. Inasmuch as he died, he 
died unto sin, in reference to sin, Eom vi. 10, since he condemned 
sin in the flesh. Through the surrender of his body to crucifixion 
he took from sin the power which it possessed in the sinful body. 
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Now from this the apostle draws the immediate inference that he 
who believes in Christ cannot, being dead, live in respect to sin, or 
in the service of sin, ver. 11. " Thus do you also regard yourselves, 
that you are dead for sin; let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body (the physical mortality of which ought to symbolize to you that 
other mortality, that it is already vetcpov rjj dputprla), so that you 
should obey the lusts thereof. Nor do you yield your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, for sin will not or cannot 
have power to rule over you, because you stand no longer under 
the law, but under grace." He, then, who is dead to sin, is also 
dead to the law, Eom. vii. 4, for this simple reason, that the law 
can reign only so long as sin reigns; for only under the rule of the 
law does sin develop its whole power, Eom. vii. 5. Thus the law 
itself seemed to call forth sin just in order that, in the guilt and 
punishment of sin it might appear in its whole power over man 
(hence there was at last nothing for it but to die to the law through 
the law, since it stood self-condemned in its insufficiency for man's 
salvation, Gal. ii. 19) . A further reason why he who is dead to sin is 
dead to the law also is, that he who has died to sin can have died to 
it only in one way, viz., that Christ in his crucified body has de
stroyed the body of sin. As being dead with Christ, he now belongs, 
in virtue of this unity, to Christ alone, and thus through the death 
of Christ, all who have died with him are freed from the bond 
which binds mankind to the law. The apostle shows this, Eom. 
vii. 1 sq., through the analogy of a wife who is bound to her hus
band only so long as he lives. As death is in this instance the 
termination of a legal obligation, so in the case of the law; the 
law's binding power ceases so soon as he who stands under the law 
is dead; thus, as soon as a man has died to sin through that unity 
with Christ which faith procures him, he is no longer subject to 
the law,—the old relation has ceased, and in the death of Christ, a 
new one has been formed. You have, says the apostle, Eom. vii. 4, 
become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you should 
belong to another, to Christ, who has risen from the dead; and that 
in this fellowship you should no longer, as when under the dominion 
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of the law, the flesh, and sin, bear fruit to death, but should bear 
fruit to God, Eom. vii. 4-6. Thus the second of the momenta above 
mentioned, life with and for Christ, is conditioned by the first, the 
being dead with Christ. The bond which binds a man to the law is 
loosed because he has died to sin, and has been absolved from the 
law; the new bond now takes the place of the old one, the bond 
of union with Christ, whose life is also his life; and he who lives 
in and with Christ lives to God. " If we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him; for we know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, dies no more. In that he has died, he 
died to sin for ever; in that he lives, he lives to God. So we also 
must regard ourselves as those who are dead to sin, and live to God 
in Christ Jesus," Eom. vi. 8-11. Christ himself lives in us as the 
higher principle which directs our whole being and life, in which 
everything in us that is merely finite, and belongs only to our self, 
or private ego, is done away, that we should live no longer to our
selves, but only to him. I am crucified with Christ, says the 
apostle, Gal. ii. 2 0 ; he who is crucified with Christ, who knows 
himself one with the crucified Christ, has also the life of Christ in 
himself. In this unity of life with Christ, then, do I live, but I 
live only in such a way that that which lives is not this ego of 
mine; I for myself do not live at all, but Christ lives in me because 
I am one with him, and in this unity with him, he only can be the 
principle of the life that is lived. It is true that my fleshly life 
itself has not on this account entirely ceased, so that I should no 
more live in the flesh at all; but I live, so far as I live in the 
flesh, in faith in the Son of God, who has loved me, and given 
himself for me; my life in the flesh is entirely a life of faith, and 
its being a life in faith causes it to be both these things at once, a 
life in the flesh, and a life of Christ in me; faith, as the bond of 
union with Christ, makes it possible for these two to exist together. 
What gives faith the power to unite the believer with Christ, or 
that in Christ which attracts faith, and unites us to him in faith, 
is the love through which he died for us and in our stead; for the 
love of Christ to us constrains us as a power coming upon us; 
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while we consider that he, as one, died for all, and that thus they 
are all dead; and he died for all, that they, in so far as they 
live, should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died 
for them, and is risen again, 2 Cor. v. 14. All that is parti
cular, individual, self-concerned is done away in him, and, in the 
thought of his self-sacrificing and devoted love, disappears before 
the universality of a spiritual principle. This love of Christ pro
ceeds itself from the love of God, who caused him to die for us, 
and it works love in us when it is received by us through faith; 
faith passes over into love as the TTIOTCS SC arfwrrris evepyovjie'vr], 
Gal. v. 6. Faith contains from the first the element of love, as its 
practical principle. What faith is in itself as faith must become 
practical, and this takes place through love; love is practical faith. 
Love in its connexion with faith is thus an important feature of 
the Pauline doctrine, for in it the law which was done away in the 
death of Christ is taken up again, only with a higher meaning. 
Love is indeed the whole sum of the law,; in it the law becomes 
the law of Christ himself, Gal. v. 14, vi. 2 (cf. evvopo? Xpiorov, 
1 Cor. ix. 21). Though the law is abolished through the death of 
Christ, it is not abolished altogether; only that in it is taken away 
which was merely external, which was merely positive. Set free 
from its outward form, the legal becomes the moral,—the law is 
received back into the self-consciousness of the spirit, and the law 
of Christ is the moral consciousness in its essential oneness with 
the Christian consciousness. Thus what on the one side is freedom, 
is on the other side subordination. The Christian is called to free
dom as being free from the law, but it is not a freedom in which 
the flesh, his sensual nature with its sensual impulses, may have 
its play with less constraint; his freedom is Sov\eveip d\\y\oi<; Si9 

dr/dirr)?, Gal. v. 13. The ideas of freedom and unfreedom (servi
tude, constraint) pass here into each other. So long as a man is a 
servant of sin he is free from righteousness (etevBepo? rrj Sucaio-
avvrj, i.e. free over against righteousness, so that he is not bound by 
it, will not be determined by it, Rom. vi. 20); but when he is freed 
from sin, he is a bondsman to righteousness, and has now to make 
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his members, which were formerly members of lawlessness, servants 
of righteousness to holiness of life, Rom. vi. 16 sq. This also is a 
condition of bondage, and bears a certain analogy with the condi
tion of the man under the law and sin, so that it also may be re
garded as a BovXeveiv and &ov\<o6rjvai; but where faith is, that is, 
the faith that works by love, there is also the spirit, and they who 
will be led by the spirit do not stand under the law, because they 
walk in the spirit, nor do they fulfil the lusts of the flesh; as those 
who belong to Christ, they have crucified the flesh with its affec
tions and lusts, GaL v. 16, 18, 24. Thus the spirit, the principle 
of the Christian consciousness, which is the highest stage of justifi
cation, is also the principle in which the adequate relation in which 
justification places man towards God, is practically realized. The 
spirit presupposes faith as the subjective form in which man takes 
up the spirit into himself. Through the spirit, that which he is as 
a justified person in his relation to God, in his consciousness of 
sonship of God, is practically operative. It brings in a life which, 
in its relation to God, approves itself a holy one, and such that man 
is a temple of God through the spirit dwelling in him, 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
In its reference to men, this life approves itself as one which brings 
forth out of itself the fruits of faith, which consist in love. In both 
these references, it is a life in which we live not to ourselves, but 
to Christ who lives in us.1 

1 The same subject is dealt with by the author, Neutest. Theol. 174 sq. H e 
there enters more specially into the question how Paul's demand for good works 
consists with his propositions as to the impossibility of justification by works of 
the law. To this he answers, p. 180 sq. (in agreement with m y views, Theol. 
Jahrb. xiii. 303 sqq.), that the reason why Paul never thinks of any inconsist
ency here is,—that his doctrine of justification refers entirely to the relation of 
Christianity to Judaism; that to be a Christian and to be justified are one and 
the same thing to him (so that the question could never arise in his mind whether 
the good works which have their origin in Christian faith contribute anything to 
justification). A t the same time, he remarks that the antithesis of faith and 
works is only one of abstract thought and of general principle; that in reality 
the two are not thus independent of each other, so that the one might be present 
and the other entirely absent; and that thus the opposition of justification by 
faith and justification by works is reconciled and brought to rest in the simple 
moral truth of such passages as Rom. i i 6, 1 Cor. iii. 13 sq., ix. 17, 2 Cor. v. 10, 
ix. 6, GaL vi. 7 sq.—Editor's Note. 



FOUKTH C H A P T E R 

CHRIST AS THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

WHICH HE FOUNDED. 

T H E doctrine of justification by faith was entirely within the 

sphere of the individual consciousness. It is only the relation of 

the individual to Christ that is there in question. Faith in Christ 

is first of all a personal thing; the most prominent fact of the 

believer's consciousness is what Christ is for him, in this definite 

relation to him. But he cannot be conscious of this relation in 

which Christ stands to him without being aware, at the same time, 

that what is true of him is true of all the others for whom Christ 

died, as he died for him, since he, as the one, died for all, 2 Cor. v. 

14. The Christian consciousness which is awakened and inspired 

by faith in Christ is necessarily also the consciousness of a com

munion of believers, whose unity consists simply in this, that 

Christ is the principle of their fellowship. In order to denote the 

organic unity with each other of those who stand within this 

communion, the apostle compares them with the organism of the 

human body, Bom. xii. 4. " As we have many members in one 

body, but all the members have not the same office; so we, being 

many, are one body in Christ, and as for each individual regarded 

separately, we are related to each other as members." The apostle 

reminds his readers of this, in order to exhort them to unity and 

unanimity. As the body has different members, so in the Christian 

community there are different gifts of grace, according to the grace 

that is given to every man. There is prophecy according to the 

proportion of faith, there is ministry, doctrine, exhortation, etc. 

All these gifts then ought to work together for the common good 
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of those who are combined in the one fellowship, Christ being 
looked up to by all as the principle of this communion, it being 
always remembered that we ev crcopd eapuev ev Xpurro}. But not 
only are we one body in Christ, as the apostle says, that is, as 
Christians, in so far as we are one with Christ in faith; we ourselves 
also are, as he says, 1 Cor. xii 27, aS>pa Xpiarov Kal p,ekr) e*K 
pbe'povs. This is generally taken as if the apostle called the 
Christian community, the eKK\rj<rla, of whose different offices and 
gifts he is speaking in the passage, itself the body of Christ. But 
it must not be overlooked that the phrase is only aS>pa Xp., not 
TO <r£>p,a Xp. Now aS>p,a Xp. (gen. obj.) is only a body which has 
the objective reason of its existence in Christ; it is only in view of 
its relation to Christ that it is called a body, that is, it is a body 
(as the apostle expresses it in the first passage) inasmuch as we ev 
aS>p,d e<rp,ev ev Xpiarp. This designation of the Christian fellow
ship as a <r£>p,a Xp., not the aS>p,a Xp., seems intended to bring 
out the merely figurative intent of the term; and the apostle 
explains his meaning more fully, verse 12 : "As the body is one (a 
unity equal to itself) and has many members, but all the members 
of the body, though they be many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. , , Here it might appear very natural to understand 6 Xpioros 
as standing simply for the Christian church; yet the apostle's 
meaning in this case also is probably that as there is a natural 
body, so also there is, in a figurative spiritual sense, a body, the 
whole significance of which—the proper conception of the essence of 
which—is in Christ; a a&pba Xpiarov. And as every natural body 
is both one and complex, and consists of many members which are 
different from each other, and yet bound together to the unity of a 
whole, so also with the Christian community as a spiritual body. 
The principle of unity of this spiritual body is originally Christ, 
but Christ operates here through the spirit. Thus in the spirit all 
who became Christians are one body, however they may differ in their 
natural extraction and in other particulars. For we are all, says 
the apostle, verse 13, baptized in one spirit to one body (so that as 
baptized persons we form one and the same society), and have been 
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all made to drink of One Spirit.1 Since, then (we must supply 
this thought after verse 13), all who have been baptized form in this 
way one body in the fellowship of the same spirit, this unity can
not be formed by any one man for himself, but only by all together; 
or, this unity can only be brought about by the difference of the 
many from each other, and must be such a unity as will allow 
each man to have his rights and free development (in the transi
tion from ver. 13 to 14 the apostle brings the idea iravre^ into pro
minence, that all are to be taken together, that it is to be kept in 
view that in their unity they are also' a plurality of subjects 
existing beside each other). For the natural body also does not 
consist of one member, but of many; and thus no single member 
must assume such importance for its own individuality, as to seek 
to exist only for itself and not as a member of the body. Thus no 
member can tear itself from its connexion with the body and with 
all the other members, as if to be only for itself, and itself to com
pose the whole body; for the organism is that of a human body, 
a unity in plurality, and a plurality in unity, and can only subsist 
in all together. In this sense, then, does the apostle regard the 
Christian fellowship as one body; it is a totality, the constituent 
members of which form a unity by their reference to Christ; and 
it is an organic unity in which no one excludes the other, but 
every one receives the complement of all the others to make up 
the unity of the whole. The conception of this fellowship includes 
those two momenta, that of unity and that of variety; and the 
principle which enables these two to exist together is the spirit. 
The spirit resolves the variety into unity, and introduces variety 
into the unity, and reconciles unity to itself through variety. 
The Christian community is a thing that is only becoming, and 
that it may be realized, it is necessary that every difference which 

1 There can be no doubt that the only admissible reading is KOI navrcs iv 
7rvcvpa €7roTicr07)fX€v, and if this be so, then evoriaO. can only refer to baptism. 
Our reception into the Christian church b y baptism at the first planting of our 
Christian life was effected through the same spirit, and through the same spirit 
was that principle communicated to us in baptism, which is to serve for the con
tinual nourishment and furtherance of our Christian life. 
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originates elsewhere, every natural difference by which men are 
divided in their national, their political, or any other relations, 
should be done away. This is brought about, as the apostle says, 
by all being baptized in one spirit to one body. But the spirit 
which makes all differences disappear in unity makes them dis
appear only that they may proceed again out of itself; and 
that having taken them up into itself, and purified and 
spiritualized them in its own essence, it may send them forth 
as forms of its own nature. The very idea of its nature impels 
it to destroy itself, to disintegrate and divide itself into its 
elements, to cause the conception of its essence to separate into its 
essential momenta; for here there is not only a unity, but in the 
unity also a diversity, without which there is no living organic 
unity, no vital development. This is what the apostle says very 
significantly in the words : Scaipeaeis ^apvapLarcov e\ari9 T O Se 
avrb TTvevpba, 1 Cor. xii. 4. The one spirit individualizes itself 
in the various charisms which make one man to differ from another. 
As Christianity itself is j^a/si?, and the spirit is the principle 
through which what Christianity is essentially, objectively, becomes 
a living reality in the subjective apprehension of the individual, so 
the charisms are the various operations and appearances which 
Christianity assumes, according to the nature of the different in
dividualities in which it finds expression. Thus, while the spirit 
individualizes itself in the several charisms, it can do so only in 
accordance with the different individualities in which these 
charisms are deposited, and which become Christian personalities 
only through the agency of the spirit. The natural, then, is given 
to Christianity; it has only to penetrate and inspire it with its 
own spirit. The charisms are originally nothing but the gifts and 
qualities which each man brings with him to Christianity; and 
these gifts and qualities are exalted into charisms because the Chris
tian consciousness and life are found on them, and reared on the 
materials which they bring, and moulded by the operation of the spirit 
into their different individual forms. What the hatpiaeis ̂ apurpbdrwy 
are in relation to the spirit as their principle, the hicupiam Statco-
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vwv are in relation to the Lord, since they have no object save to 
be used, through the services which every one can yield with his 
charisms, for the welfare of the fellowship of the Lord, and to be 
means towards the realizing of the common good. Thus the 
Sta/coviai are only another phase of the yapUrnaTa, and are related 
to them simply as the outward to the inward. The Suupe'o-eis iv 
epyrjfjLCLTcov are essentially the same, only regarded from another 
point of view. Here these same operations are referred to the 
causality of God, which works all in all, as the first cause. They 
are also phenomena in which (as was the case with some of them) 
a peculiar divine influence is manifest. The spirit manifests itself 
in each of them after its individual character for the general good. 

The special charisms which the apostle mentions as wrought 
by the same spirit are the X 0 7 0 5 cro<f>la<i, the gift of delivering a 
lecture or discourse of special instructiveness in point of form and 
contents; the \dyo<? yvwcrem, a discourse in which the deeper 
spiritual sense of Scripture is unfolded, chiefly by means of 
allegorical interpretation,1 7r/crrt9, the faith in divine providence, 
which exhibits its special strength in extraordinary circumstances 
and emergencies. Then the yap'l(TVi'aTa Ictpbdrayv, the gift of utter
ing a prayer full of faith in cases of severe illness, and that with 
such peculiar power and intensity as to elevate and soothe both 
the sick persons and others who are present. In this prayer the 
sick persons were commended to the divine succour, and their 
recovery was promised, if according to God's will, with more or 
less assurance ; and thus the Idpuara to which this charism re
ferred were not a consequence which followed in every case, but 
rather what was aimed at—what was made the object of faithful 
prayer. Then the ivepyrjpuiTa hwdp^tov, the gift of coming 
forward and working in special cases with remarkable energy, in 
the interests, and for the cause of Christianity, of exercising ex
traordinary vigour of spirit and power of action ; to work 8vvdpb€i$, 
wonders, in this wide sense: the irpwfyijTeia, the hiaicplcrew 
TTvevpbdT&v, the gift of distinguishing whether those who declared 

1 IY&0-1? sometimes stands specially for allegory. Cf. die Chr. Gnosis, p. 85 sq. 
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themselves prophets really were so, whether the Spirit of God 
really spoke through them, the yivt] ySjcoaamv, and the epp^qvela 
efko>a<r5>v} All this is worked by one and the same spirit, who 
divides and distributes himself to each man specially as he will. 
All these charisms are free gifts and operations of the divine 
spirit, which manifests itself in them in its divers forms, and as it 
were disintegrates itself into the momenta of its own conception. 
All of them are simply the manifestation of that spiritual life 
which proceeds from the spirit as the principle of the Christian 
communion, to display and diffuse itself in that communion as 
the whole fulness and manifoldness of its cr&pui Xpurrov. And as 
it is the same divine spirit which produces all these operations, so 
it is the same which, as the spirit identical with itself, operates 
through all the periods of the Christian Church, in the same 
fundamental types of the Christian life. These types are, indeed, 
subject to modification, with the diversities of different ages and 
individuals, yet they are always present in the deep tendencies 
which are perpetually recurring and exhibiting the same variations 
and contrasts. The whole history of the development of the 
Christian Church is only the unfolding of the divine spirit, and 
shows how it more and more individualizes itself and distributes 
itself into all its variations. As it can become manifest only 
because there are Ziaipeaeis ^apurpLctTayv, as it Biaipel itself in them, 
so the variety which this fact implies must work itself out in tin 
ever-widening circumference. The greater the fulness of the 
spiritual life which it includes within itself as the principle of the 
Christian body, the greater must be, not only the manifoldness, 
but also the divergency of the forms in which the idea of the 
Christian Church moves towards its realization. In this way 
everything which the one spirit that works in the Church 
contains within itself must be brought forth and made to 
appear. Only this must be observed, that however great the 
variation and the contrast of the forms may be in which the 

1 Cf. with reference to these latter charisms the essay mentioned, vol. L 

p. 15. 
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Christian life is developed, the bond is nevertheless not severed 
which connects them with each other, and with the spirit, 
and makes them one; the spirit goes forth out of itself, only to 
return into itself, and to take back into itself the phenomena in 
which it has become external and objective to itself. It is this 
other side (essentially connected with that first one) on which 
the spiritual process in which the Christian life is developed comes 
back to itself again in the unity of its own inward motion, and 
becomes the process of the spirit mediating itself with itself, that 
the apostle has in view, when he insists again and again upon the 
point, that the principle of all those various charisms is that same 
spirit, identical with itself; when he insists so strongly that the 
one purpose of them all is to serve as means to further the common 
purpose of the Christian fellowship; and when in this connexion 
he speaks of love as the element in which all diversity and con
trast, all particular and subjective interests must subside, and be 
subordinate to the unity of the idea. Thus what he says of the 
nature of love (1 Cor. xiii) has an intimate connexion with his 
doctrine of the charisms and of the Christian community. In that 
love which inspires all her members, the church ought to realize 
the idea of her own unity ; in that love she should seek to return 
from all her differences to her unity. To this unity from which 
she comes forth, and to which she returns again when she is 
perfected, she is to be built up on the foundation which is laid 
once for all, which is no other than Jesus Christ. Everything 
that contributes to the furtherance of the Christian life is termed 
very fittingly, in the Pauline language, a building up; in this 
building up, the common work is to be advanced towards its end 
by every one doing his part in his own sphere, under the con
tinual operation of the Holy Spirit. Thus the Christian Church 
is, as a whole, what each individual ought to be for himself, a 
temple of God, in which the Spirit of God dwells; as the temple 
of God is holy, so Christians should be holy, for they are a temple 
of God (1 Cor. iii. 16 sq.) The notion holiness comprehends here 
everything that the Christian communion has to be in its most 
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general character, as the kingdom of God founded by Christ, and 
working out its accomplishment in Christ The spirit which 
dwells and governs in the Christian communion, both in the 
whole and in every individual, is named the Holy Spirit—this is 
his specific predicate; and the object of his activity can be no
thing else than the holiness of the Christian Church, to be realized 
in the progressive sanctification of all her members. Christ him
self is eminently the aryios, who has himself the irvevpua dyiaxrvvrj^; 
and Christians are not merely Kkrjroi, persons called to the 
Messianic blessedness through the free grace of God in Christ, 
KkffToi 'Irjaov Xpiorov, but also a/ytoc; as /eKrjrol, they are also 
dycoi, /ekrjTol ar/voi, or rjyiaape'vot, iv Xpurrcp 'Ir)<rov (1 Cor. i 2), i.e. 
those who have in Christ the principle of their being made holy, 
who are themselves holy persons in their union with him, the 
Holy One. The fundamental and ever-recurring thought of the 
apostle is, that only in union with Christ can the Christian be 
what he is and ought to be as a Christian, that in him alone has 
he the essential principle of his being and his living, or is he 
himself a Christ, a Christian, as the German language expresses so 
significantly in the Christian 'name.1 The name xpurriavoi, used 
only by the adversaries of Christianity, expresses nothing but the 
external side of this relation; the expression em/caXoyp,€voi TO 
ovopa TOV Kvpiov rjpi&v * Irjaov Xpiorov (1 Cor. i. 2), turns from the 
outward to the inward side of the relation; but the ovre; iv 
Xpiara*, 1 Cor. i. 3 0 ; 2 Cor. v. 17, expresses its most intimate 
principle. In the ovre? iv Xpiorco, Christ is the immanent, sub
stantial principle of their being and life; in them, as a aS>pa 
Xpiorov, he is himself to be beheld in his identity with them; 
what is true of them is true of him. Whatever interferes with or 
destroys the unity of the Christian communion; whatever, instead 
of drawing its members closer together in the unity of the spirit, 
divides them, or rends them asunder, is not merely a severance of 
the bond which connects the individual with Christ—it is a 
division and dismemberment of Christ himself QiepJpiorai 6 

1 The German word for Christian is der Christ, the Christ. 
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Xpurrb?; 1 Cor. i 13). As the eXvai Iv XpurTw is, in its original 
conception, true of the individual as well as of the whole, it is a 
merely figurative way of stating the relation of the church to 
Christ, to compare it with the marriage-bond. The apostle says 
of himself (as founder of the Corinthian Church) (2 Cor. xi. 2) that 
he had espoused her to one man, in order to present her as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. The church is therefore united as a bride with 
Christ her bridegroom. The comparison, however, is merely 
figurative, and used for the purpose of exhortation. It is devoid 
of the dogmatic intention with which the idea is accompanied in 
Eph. v. 23 sq} 

Entrance to the Christian Church, admission to it in order to 
incorporation in it as a awpba Xpurrov, takes place by means of 
baptism, for all who are baptized into Christ put on Christ, Gal. 
iii. 27. They are baptized into Christ, because baptism is in His 
name, and thus accompanied with believing acknowledgment of 
all that that name implies. One cannot, therefore, be baptized into 
Christ without believing in him, and becoming one with him, 
so far as faith makes the believer one with him. This relation 
to Christ which is brought about by baptism is called putting 
on Christ, an expression which represents the relation, not as an 
outward, but as an essentially inward one. He who puts on a 
garment goes altogether inside it, and identifies himself with it, 
and since all who are baptized into Christ become one with him in 
the very same way, there is an end in this identity of everything 

1 A comparison of the Epistle to the Ephesians shows distinctly throughout, 
how, at the standpoint which it occupies, the ideality of the Pauline conception 
of the Christian church has passed over into the material conception of the 
Catholic church. W h a t is with Paul quite ideally crcofia Xptorov is here quite 
definitely r6 crcopa rov Xpiorov, Eph. iv. 1 2 ; there is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, iv. 4. A unity of faith in this objective sense, as the faith of the church, 
is not known to our apostle; he merely says, names els eo-re ev Xpurra 'Ii/o-ov, 
Gal. iii. 28. Nor is Christ called iccQdkr) in the earlier Epistles, because the con
ception of the crcofxa has not yet reached, as a whole, this concrete and material 
development. The whole machinery of the organism of the church may be clearly 
recognised in the expressions of the Epistle to the Ephesians, iv. 12, 16. Cf. 
Misc. zum Eph. Brief, Theol. Jahrb. 1844, p. 385 (Schwegler, Nachap. Zeit. ii. 
381 sq.). 

M 
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in the outward circumstances of life that divides or distinguishes 
them from each other. In this new relation which is entered 
externally by baptism, internally by faith, there is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, all are 
one in Christ Jesus. In this unity with Christ they are all one 
among one another, every man is simply a Christian, as all the 
others are, Gal. iii. 28, cf. 1 Cor. xii. 13. In order to be one with 
Christ, it is also necessary to partake in everything that is insepar
able from his person. He who is one with him lives in him and 
with him; but in order to live with Christ, one must also have 
died with him as he himself died. Therefore baptism, as baptism 
into Christ, is itself a baptism into his death, and in its form as an 
immersion, baptism represented this fellowship in Christ's death 
as symbolically a fellowship in his burial It was very graphically 
represented in the rite, how one had to descend with Christ into 
death, and the grave, and the under-world, in order to rise with him 
again to a new life, Eom. vi. 3 sq. Being a baptism into the death 
of Jesus, it is, of course, a baptism for the forgiveness of sins, or, 
figuratively speaking, a washing away of sins. But this negative 
includes in itself all that is positive. When the apostle says of 
Christians, 1 Cor. vi. 11, that they are washed, that they are 
sanctified, that they are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and in the Spirit of God, this is nothing but a general description 
of the Christian character as imparted to the Christian even in his 
baptism. The operative principle by which one is incorporated at 
baptism into the Christian fellowship is the spirit; the spirit 
communicates itself in the rite as the principle of Christian con
sciousness, 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

Along with baptism, the apostle speaks of the Lord's Supper 
(not perhaps at 1 Cor. xii 13, where, according to the correct 
reading and interpretation, there is nothing said of the Lord's 
Supper; yet) at 1 Cor. x. 1, where he says of the Israelites, that 
"they were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same 
spiritual drink." This is all said with typical reference to 



CHAP. I V . ] CHRIST THE PRINCIPLE OF CHRISTIANITY. 179 

baptism and the Lord's Supper, as the two essential elements of 
the religious life of the Christian community. The apostle here 
goes back to the analogies which the Jewish religion presents to 
Christian baptism and the Christian supper, in order to get a 
foundation for his argument about participating in the Gentile 
sacrificial feasts; he impresses the thought upon his readers, that 
the higher the stage one has reached in the religious life, the more 
need is there for caution lest one fall: that all the privileges and 
blessings by which a religion is distinguished can give no security 
against the penalties which God inflicts on those who violate the 
religious communion that is sacred to him, or who fall away from 
the one true religion to heathenism and idolatry. Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper are thus equally essential elements of the 
Christian communion, and both equally contain in themselves 
that which constitutes its peculiar character and superiority. If 
it be through baptism that a man is incorporated in the Christian 
fellowship, the Lord's Supper, on the other hand, must be a means 
for the furtherance of the religious life in this fellowship, and as 
baptism not only unites all who are baptized into one body, but 
makes them a body of Christ, translates them, as it were, into the 
communion of one and the same vital organism with Christ, so, in 
the Lord's Supper, the reference to Christ must be the same, and 
of equal scope. The apostle regards it from this point of view 
when he asks, 1 Cor. x. 1 6 , if the cup of blessing which we bless 
be not a fellowship with the blood of Christ ? and the bread which 
we break a fellowship with the body of Christ ? Since it is one 
loaf, the many are one body, for they all partake in the one bread. 
I t can scarcely be thought accidental that in this connexion, 
where he is speaking of the body of Christ, he calls the Christian 
fellowship a body, and that because in it many are bound together 
into a unity. The leading thought on which the apostle is here 
insisting is, that by partaking of the cup and the bread, many are 
brought into one and the same common relation to Christ, and 
pajtake of Christ in the same way. And here the idea was 
probably before his mind, that the reason why Christ called the 
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bread with which he instituted the Lord's Supper his body, was 
that this action makes the Christian fellowship a aeofia Xpurrov, 
since many take part in that same relation to him which his death 
has brought about. What the apostle, however, considered the 
chief object of the institution of the Lord's Supper was, as he 
explains in the second passage which the same Epistle contains 
on the subject, xi. 23 sq., that it was to be an action for the con
tinuous remembering of Jesus, and especially of his death, in 
which he gave himself for men, and brought them into a new 
relation towards God. The cup is the new covenant, or contains 
a representation of the new covenant as founded on the blood of 
Christ,—on the death of Christ on the cross. As often, then, as 
one eats of the bread and drinks of the cup, one is to show forth 
the death of the Lord till he come; what the partakers have before 
them, as the body and the blood of Christ, is to take the place of 
Christ himself, and to be to them instead of his own personal 
presence. The peculiar action of the rite is to be one connecting 
the past, in which he was personally present, with the future, in 
which he is to come again in person, and that by the most graphic 
and living commemoration. And this commemoration, having to 
serve such a purpose, could fasten only on that crisis in the life of 
Christ, in which he was on the point of completing, by the sacrifice 
of himself, that which was the essential basis of the new religion 
he was founding. Thus the peculiar idea of the Lord's Supper is, 
that in the elements the partakers have him, as it were, before 
them, as one who died for them; and in the elements become 
conscious of his bloody death on the cross, and thus regard them 
as the symbols of his body and blood. And so there can be no 
greater offence in reference to the Lord's Supper than to partake 
of the bread and wine without being distinctly conscious that they 
are the body and blood of Christ. By doing this, the partaker 
becomes guilty of a sin against the body and blood of Christ, 
because, not keeping in his mind the great difference that obtains 
between this eating and drinking, which are so full of meaning, 
and every other, he fails thereby to realize the object for which the 
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Lord's Supper was instituted—the ever-recurring proclamation of 
the death of Christ, and the continuous representation of his 
personal presence. Taking all this together, we see that the chief 
significance of the Lord's Supper consists, with the apostle, in the 
historical commemoration of Christ as the founder of Christianity. 
As he himself received what referred to it in the way of historical 
tradition, 1 Cor. xi. 23, so the Lord'3 Supper is itself to be a chief 
means of keeping alive the historical memory of Christ as the 
founder of Christianity. * As a historical religion, Christianity 
depends on, and is bound up in, the person of its founder, and to 
keep up the historical connexion with him, constantly and livingly, 
is thus an essential condition of the continued existence of the 
Christian communion. The more nearly and the more immedi
ately, then, the Lord's Supper connects the members of the 
Christian fellowship with Christ, the more does it become itself 
the actual centre of that fellowship, and that which constitutes its 
characteristic difference from all other religious fellowships. The 
central point of a religion must be just where its professors become 
most immediately conscious of that which is the essential contents 
of every religion,—atonement with God. According to the apostle's 
own comparison of Christianity with Judaism and heathenism in 
this respect, 1 Cor. x. 1 8 , this central point is, in the Jewish 
religion, the sacrificial altar of the one temple; in the heathen 
religion, the sacrificial cultus generally; in the Christian religion, 
the Lord's Supper. The Lord's Supper is the showing forth of the 
death of Jesus, and thus of the atonement effected through him. 
One can appropriate this atonement only by historically re
membering the fact of the death of Jesus on the cross. Thus the 
Lord's Supper, as the central point of the Christian religion, cannot 
be dissociated from this historical commemoration, and he who 
fails to hold the feast in living consciousness of what it means 
must thereby be removed more or less from the centre of the Chris
tian religion. It is only in the living reference to Christ and to his 
atoning death, as brought home to the consciousness in the Lord's 
Supper, that the Christian community becomes a a&pui Xpiarov. 



F I F T H C H A P T E R 

THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY TO JUDAISM AND HEATHENISM. 

T H E deep inward foundation on which the apostle's doctrine of 
justification rests is the moral consciousness of man: it is in the 
moral consciousness of man, as he is while yet standing under the 
law, that the law works out the proof of its own inability to save 
him. In this sphere law and faith stand over against each other 
in the relation of division and atonement. Now this contrast, which 
is found deepest and most intense in the individual human con
sciousness, presents itself also as a great historical contrast in the 
relation of Judaism and Christianity. It was through a breach 
with Judaism that the apostle's Christian consciousness first took 
shape, and thus it came about that he regarded Christianity in the 
main as the opposite of Judaism. His deep conviction that Chris
tianity was a new Siady/cr), and that it contained a totally new 
principle of the religious life, rendered it inevitable that he should 
define the relation of the two StaBrj/cai to each other as a relation 
of contrast. In describing this contrast, he exhibits profound and 
comprehensive ideas of the historical development of religion. 

The apostle sums up the chief result of the ante-Christian history 
of religion in the proposition, Eom. iii. 9, that Jews and Gentiles 
are both equally under sin, i.e. that it cannot be said of any one in 
the Jewish or heathen world that he was a truly justified person, 
because no one is without sin, and without faith there can be no 
forgiveness of sins. The apostle's discussion in the three first 
chapters of the Epistle to the Eomans amounts to an empirical proof 
of the proposition with which his doctrine of justification had al
ready furnished him, that no man can be righteous without faith. 
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If there be no righteousness without faith, the whole pre-Christian 
period must attest the fact by its predominant and continual sin
fulness. While, however, the apostle takes sinfulness to be the 
general character of the whole pre-Christian period, he refers it at 
the same time to a general principle. In that period sin reigns 
alone; there was as yet no opposing principle to break the power 
of sin. Sin itself is the ruling principle of that period, and the 
ante-Christian and the Christian time, or Adam and Christ, are re
lated to each other as sin and grace, as death and life, or as law 
and faith. The apostle deals with this great contrast in the passage 
Eom. v. 12 sqq. After contrasting the want of hifcaiovoOai, e£ 
epycov vopov in the ante-Christian time with the Sv/caiovo-Oat, ex 
irlareSx; as the new principle of religious life which has appeared 
in Christ, he rises to the general standpoint we have indicated, 
from which the ante-Christian and the Christian time are regarded 
in their essential difference. The universality of the reign of sin 
and death is proved by the simple fact that both had their beginning 
in the very first man; from him they have been diffused to all men. 
Therefore—the apostle draws this conclusion from the preceding— 
it is the same with Christ as with Adam; the one is, equally with 
the other, the beginning and the principle of a great world-his
torical period. It is here, as it is there, where through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
all men, for a distinct proof that all have sinned. This rendering 
of the words e<f> $ iraine? ripuprov, which are the key to the 
whole passage, is at variance with the explanations of that phrase 
which have hitherto been current, but I think it is the only admis
sible one. Grammatically e<f> $ cannot be taken in any other sense 
than " because," which is undoubtedly very common ; nor, if the 
statement i<f>f $ nr. r\p. be taken only in its connexion with the 
foregoing, is there any objection to this rendering. Do not the 
apostle's words yield a perfectly adequate sense, if we interpret 
them thus; when once through Adam sin and death, thus intimately 
connected with each other, acquired the force of a dominating prin
ciple, death passed upon all men, because they have all sinned ? 
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Even if the apostle do regard sin and death as a general principle 
which rules irrespectively of the individual, that does not by any 
means preclude the supposition that the connexion between sin 
and death, which was first established through Adam, is brought 
home to each individual by means of his own sin. In order that 
it might not appear as if the sin of the individual were the only true 
cause of his death, it was sought, instead of translating ej> q> simply 
" because," to give it the meaning, " the fact being that," " under the 
additional circumstance that," " in such a jvay as that/' In this 
way death would not be deduced from the sin of each individual, 
but this sin of the individual would be merely mentioned as a cir
cumstance which takes place in connexion with that death which 
reigns already because of Adam's sin. But what end can it have 
to give the sentence £ 7r. 77/x. a merely subordinate importance, 
and how ambiguously must the apostle have expressed himself if 
all he did to deny that the sin of the individual was the cause of 
his death, was merely to use a particle which, in addition to its first 
indisputable meaning, "because," perhaps possessed that other 
meaning; for even though e<f> = errl rovTtp, ore, as well as eirl 
Tovrtp &<rre, yet " under condition that," " and under the circum
stances that," are not entirely the same. The question that has to be 
answered for a proper rendering of ver. 12 can be no other than 
this; why in the second part of the verse the apostle places death 
first, and sin after it; why he does not say, after the analogy of 
what precedes, "and so all men have sinned, and death has passed 
upon all." But it is no answer to this question merely to take from 
ej> <p the meaning of causality, and make the death as far as possible 
independent of the ifi $> IT. rjfi.; what we have chiefly to attend to 
is the connexion with what follows, since the apostle goes on with 
ydp, ver. 13. # And this is the great mistake in the way the passage 
has been treated hitherto: no regard has been paid to the connexion 
of ver. 12 with ver. 13, at least no satisfactory explanation of that 
connexion has been given. To make the connexion clear, we have 
to take the passage in this way: that, as in ver. 13, the apostle infers 
the presence of sin from the fact of the dominion of death, so also, 
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in ver. 1 2 , he infers the universality of tffiaprov from the univer
sality of death, or regards the latter as a proof of the former. 
Through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin death, 
and so death passed upon all men, which shows that, which in
volves the presupposition that, all have sinned. For until the law 
sin was in the world; not even this period was without sin; but 
sin is not imputed where there is no law, and it might therefore be 
said that there was no sin during this period ; but the presence of 
sin in this period is clearly demonstrated by the death which reigned 
from Adam to Moses. The men of this period must have sinned 
also, though their sins were not altogether like those of Adam, who 
sinned against a positive injunction. The apostle's idea here is that 
sin as well as death is universal, and that they are inseparably 
linked to each other. The universality of sin, however, is not so 
immediately and clearly apparent as the universality of death, and 
so it is inferred that sin is universal from the fact that death is uni
versal, there being no death apart from sin, which is its cause. The 
whole argument, therefore, shows distinctly that though he sees in sin 
and death the operation of a principle reigning in humanity since 
Adam, he yet conceives the death of man to be brought about only by 
the imputation to each individual of his own actual sin. The passage 
thus proves the very opposite of what has generally been drawn from 
it as a locus classicus for the doctrine of original sin. The only ques
tion is whether i<f> £ can be taken in the sense here alleged, and of 
this there can hardly be a doubt. The ordinary meaning "because," 
is simply stated more distinctly in the phrase " proceeding on the 
fact that," " it being presupposed that." The difference is simply 
that what "because" expresses objectively, is by that other rendering 
logically defined for the subjective consciousness. For the purpose 
of a logical demonstration, cause and effect, the thing implied and 
that which proceeds upon it, are held apart. C O Bavaro? Bifj\0ev, 
e<f>' y 7T. jj/i* means accordingly: Death came to all under the presup
position that all sinned, ie. the coming of death is a thing which 
involves, which cannot be explained except on the supposition 
that, all sinned; the one always implies the other. If there 
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be a time in which it might be expected that there was no sin, it 
is the time from Adam to Moses, and yet, as certainly as death 
reigned during this period, so certainly it was not without sin. 
That this logical explanation of cause and effect is the proper sense 
of e<f/ may be shown from the other two passages of the New 
Testament in which the phrase occurs; 2 Cor. v. 4; Phil. iii. 12. In 
these passages, also, the meaning 1 have indicated affords a much 
better sense than the ordinary "because." In the first of these pas
sages the apostle says; as being in the body we groan under the bur
den; now if he goes on, because we do not wish to be unclothed, but 
to be clothed upon, this yields no clear sense. Here also we must 
take e<f>' a> as marking the purpose of the argument. In the body 
we sigh under a burden; yet this does not imply that we desire to 
be unclothed, but only that we desire to be clothed upon; what is to 
be inferred is not the wish to €/c8v<?.,but the wish to eirevt The second 
passage is commonly taken thus: but I follow after, if I may also 
apprehend that for which I also have been apprehended. This, how
ever, is neither accurate nor clear. The proper rendering of e<f> » 
must be this: which presupposes that, etc.; I follow after, if I may 
also apprehend it, which, of course, is only possible on the presup
position that I have been apprehended by Christ. A comparison of 
these three passages shows at once that e<j>' $ is inseparable, and is 
to be taken as a conjunction. Thus that other interpretation, which 
certainly adheres more closely to the ordinary meaning of the pre
position lir\ but makes <p refer to Odvaro? or to the sentence eU 
irdvra^ ZirjkBev, cannot be defended. Death is said to be the estab
lished consequence of sin, under the presupposition of which all 
individuals sinned, or the pre-ordained result to accomplish which 
they sinned. This, however, would require not e<f>9 but eU ov. 

It is thus explained in what sense Adam is a type of the future 
or second Adam. These two, Adam and Christ, stand over against 
each other as the dominion of sin and death, and the reign of 
grace, in which the dominion of sin and death is done away. What 
the apostle remarks, ver. 15, of the difference between the two, 
is less essential and serves only to increase the contrast. It is 
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not, he says, with the gift of grace as with the trespass. For if 
by the trespass of one many died, much more (the more there were 
who died) has the grace of God and the gift in grace of the One 
Man, Jesus Christ, proved effectual in many. And it is not as it 
happened there through one that sinned, with the gift of grace. 
The judgment came from one man, as a judgment of condemnation; 
but the gift of grace from many trespasses, as a judgment of justi
fication. If through the transgression of the one death reigned 
through the one, much more shall they who receive the abundance 
of the grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one Jesus Christ. (The contrast is thus not merely the quantita
tive one of ef eVo? and IK TTOW&V, ver. 16, but also a qualitative one, 
inasmuch as the reign of life through grace is infinitely better than 
the reign of death through sin, ver. 17.) As, then, through one 
transgression it came to a judgment of condemnation for all men, 
so through one judgment of justification it came to justification for 
all men. For as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners (those who are bound up in him, under 
the principle he represents), so through the obedience of the one 
the many shall be made righteous. The relations denoted in these 
antitheses are, in fact, more outward than real; but they serve to 
bring into prominence the leading thought of the passage, that 
Adam and Christ are each the representative of a world-historical 
principle. The whole period before Christ was the period of the 
reign of sin and death. Though each individual dies on account 
of his own sin, and each man's sins are reckoned to him as trans
gressions, just as Adam's sins to Adam, yet there was a principle 
developed and realized in the first sin from the power of which 
principle no man could afterwards be free. This principle is 
identified with the person of Adam, and thus Adam has a deter
mining influence over all his posterity, since the principle reached 
actuality in him, and operates from him downwards. The question 
of Adam's own relation to the principle which in him became as 
it were a living personal power, whether the appearance of the 
principle is to be regarded as the consequence of an act performed 



188 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART I I I . 

by him while yet in the state of freedom, or whether this act itself 
is to be accounted for by the operation of the principle, this 
question lies outside of the apostle's sphere of vision. So far as 
the development of his views allows us to judge, there can have 
been no question in his mind on either of these two points : that 
the principle does not operate without, but only in and through 
freewill, and that it is a power independent of, and standing above, 
freewill. W e cannot here discuss how the relation to each other 
of the two principles represented by Adam and Christ is worked 
out further in detail. It is time that we should turn to Judaism 
and the relation it bears to Christianity. 

The ante-Christian period was the period of the reign of sin; 
and in this description Judaism is included: in Judaism also sin 
reigned. Now Judaism is distinguished from heathenism by its law; 
Judaism and the law are so identical to the apostle, that where the 
Mosaic law is not in force, he sees nothing more than something 
analogous to the law. How then is the reign of sin in Judaism 
related to the law ? does the law restrict it or confirm it ? It might 
appear hardly necessary to raise the question; that it needs no 
further answer than what the apostle says, Gal iii 19, that the 
law was given because of transgressions, i.e. as a barrier against 
them. But the apostle makes two seemingly contradictory asser
tions : that the law conflicts with the reign of sin; and that the 
law has confirmed that reign. He says very clearly, Bom. v. 20, 
that the law entered the reign of sin just on purpose to increase 
the transgression; to let sin, as it were, manifest all that it is and 
can effect, and work out its reign to the utmost It can scarcely be 
wondered at that a seeming paradox like this has frequently proved 
a stumbling-block to the apostle's readers. If the law were given 
for a certain definite purpose, surely that purpose must have been 
the prevention, limitation, and subjection of sin, and not its in
crease or furtherance. And yet from the apostle's standpoint the 
difficulty is very easily solved. The explanation given by Biickert 
and others cannot indeed be deemed satisfactory: that the apostle 
does not recognise any such thing as chance, that with him every-
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thing that happens is willed and ordained by God, and especially 
everything bearing on the great plan of redemption, so that when 
he considered that the law had brought about not less sin but more, 
and that by this means mankind grew riper and more prepared for 
the acceptance of salvation, that grace might find at last her great 
opportunity, he could come to no other conclusion than that this 
result—the increase of sin through the law which lay before him as 
a matter of observation—had been willed by God. But God can 
never have willed the increase of sin through the law ; if the law 
paved the way for grace through the increase of sin, then God 
willed sin or the law only for the sake of grace, and the question 
is not removed how, even on this hypothesis that the way to grace 
is to be through sin, the increase of sin could be brought about 
by the law ? If this be an essential characteristic of the law, then 
God could not will the law without willing this as a condition 
attached to it. But how is it that the law, which is essentially 
and necessarily the negative of sin, was a positive means for the 
furtherance of sin ? 

Here we have simply to remember what the apostle's conception 
of sin was, that it is what it is only through the consciousness a 
man has of it. The law has increased, intensified, and confirmed 
sin, inasmuch as it was through the law, because the law was 
there, that sin came into consciousness, and in consciousness sprang 
into vital existence and reality. Jed yap vopov, says the apostle, 
Bom. iii 2 0 , eirlyvtoaL^ dpaprias, and dpaprca OVK eXXoyelrac pur) 
OVTOS vopov. Here it might be said that the qualitative side of 
sin cannot be all that the apostle has in view; that he would have 
expressed himself differently if all he meant to say was that actions 
which are not sinful in themselves receive the character of sinful
ness only through the law, since one becomes conscious of their 
disagreement with the law when they are held up to it; that he 
would have spoken not merely of irapdirTtopba (Bom. v, 2 0 ) , but 
of hriyvayo-is dpLaprlas. But a correct analysis of the apostle's 
proposition Sea vopov eirlyvcovis will show us that this qualitative 
relation of the law to sin is not essentially different from the 
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quantitative relation, the irXeovd^eiv TO irapdirraapu; that the one is 
the subjective and the other is the objective expression for the 
same quality and operation of the law. Of course the law is not 
the immediate cause of sin; it does not itself produce those 
actions which are to be regarded as sin; it only brings out their 
disagreement with the law, and shows them to be sinful Now, 
the more the law becomes the universal and exclusive standard for 
judging of men's actions, the more deeply it sinks into their con
sciousness, the more does sin increase in quantity; sin is heaped 
on sin, because in the light of the law there is so much that must 
be judged to be sin. In this way the law appears to serve no 
other purpose but to multiply men's transgressions and fill up the 
measure of their sins. What it produces, however, to this end, is 
not sin itself, but the consciousness of sin, and thus if we confine 
ourselves to the objective side of the matter, we may say that the 
law was added to sin for the purpose of increasing it, or to cause 
the process of sin to complete itself in its whole quantitative extent, 
by the irXeovd&w TO irapdirrtofia; and this process is completed 
just in this way, that what is already sin in essence becomes sin 
to the consciousness. The law is given therefore for the realiza
tion of sin, only in so far as sin is not sin without the conscious
ness of it. Here we see in what way it is true that the law is for 
sin as well as against it. It is for sin, because sin runs its course 
through the law, and not without i t; because without the law 
there is no sin, or without the consciousness of sin there is no sin. 
It is against sin because the consciousness of sin is in another aspect 
the necessary condition on which alone sin can be removed. Only 
where there is a vivid apprehension of what sin is, is there a 
possibility that it will be removed; the stronger the consciousness 
of sin is, the more is the power of sin broken even in this very 
fact. Where, the apostle says, Eom v. 20, sin has reached its 
utmost measure, there grace predominates all the more ; that, as 
sin has reigned in death (in the element of death), so grace might 
reign through righteousness to eternal life. The apostle's view 
thus sees in the law only a stadium in the reign of sin, of which 
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he is speaking in the section Eom. v. 12-21. The law must come 
in order that the reign of sin may have full swing. Sin and death 
are the reigning powers of this period; but this is not to be taken 
objectively: it is only in the subjective sense in which the apostle 
says, 1 Cor. xv. 56, that 6 vdfio? is the 8VVCL/JU<; TT}$ dfiaprla?. 

This is enough to show us that Judaism in the form of the law 
does not stand in such a merely negative relation to Christianity as 
the apostle's words seem at first sight to imply. Judaism, as law, 
is opposed to the grace of Christianity, and thus admits of no other 
religious position than that which the apostle describes as arising 
out of the impossibility of any St/catovaOat epy&v vdfiov. But 
Judaism is further the subjective mediation of this opposition ; for 
the knowledge of sin is only possible through the law. And this 
brings Judaism incomparably nearer Christianity than heathenism; 
indeed, the way from heathenism to Christianity lies, properly 
speaking, through Judaism, since that knowledge of sin, which is 
the indispensable and only preparation for the reception of grace, 
can only come from the law. But the relation of Judaism, or the 
Old Testament dispensation, to Christianity is more than this: not 
only is it in virtue of the law a preparatory mediating and neces
sary stage: the Old Testament and the New are related to each 
other as promise and fulfilment; the Old Testament contains ideally 
what is realized in Christianity. The most essential, the central 
point in Christianity, justification by faith, as opposed to justification 
by the works of the law, is prefigured in the Old Testament The 
faith of Abraham is essentially the same thing as the justifying 
faith of the Christian. Judaism, or the Old Testament, is not, 
therefore, to be regarded in the narrower sense in which it is equally 
with heathenism a particular form of religion, and stands in a 
negative relation to Christianity. It is something more than this; 
it rests on a foundation from which it looks beyond everything par
ticular, and contains the same universality that is characteristic of 
Christianity. This is what the apostle means when he calls justi
fication by faith a law, a vdfio? iriarew. Here, from what is 
specific in the law, he abstracts this as its essence, as the proper 
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conception of it, that it is more than anything else a religious 
norm for the determination of the relation subsisting between God 
and man. Thus the law, as the law of works, is only the particular 
of that universal which is present even in this instance, and which 
is differentiated to one or other of two modes, the vdpo? epycov or 
the vopo? irunem. And as the particular cannot be thought here 
without the general, which it presupposes, so, as the apostle says 
in the same connexion, the God of Judaism is not only the God of 
the Jews, but also of the Gentiles; he is God absolutely, and as 
such, as the one Absolute, he must set up one universal norm of 
justification, and both for circumcision and uncircumcision this 
can be nothing else than justification by faith. How can it then 
be said that the law is made void through faith, when justification 
by faith simply realizes that which the law contains already as its 
universal, as the conception breaking through the particular form ? 
With this the apostle passes on to his discussion of the faith of 
Abraham, Eom. iv, 1 sqq}; and shows that in Abraham's faith in 
the Divine promise there was that very imputation of faith as 
righteousness which belongs to the Christian idea of justification. 
Abraham's faith was imputed unto him, and that while he was 
yet uncircumcised; circumcision was by no means the reason of 
this imputation, but only a consequence of it. He received cir
cumcision merely as a sign of that justification by faith which he 
had received while yet uncircumcised; so that he might be a father 
of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised, and a 
father of the circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision 
only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father 
Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised, i.e. to those who, 
although circumcised, yet do not find the essence and the ground 
of justification in circumcision, but in faith, and so do not seek to 

1 I take the passage, Horn. iv. 1, thus: If then the law itself consists essen
tially of faith, and everything depends on faith, what shall we say that Abraham, 
our father, gained by circumcision (Kara adpKa can only refer to circumcision, 
even though the expression is a general one) ? H e gained nothing by it, as little 
as by other works of this kind which belong to the same category with circum
cision. 
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be justified by the law, but only by faith. The apostle now goes 
on to show how little the law (that is, in its particular and specific 
sense) has to do with the promise which was given to Abraham in 
consequence of his faith The promise given to Abraham or his 
posterity was the possession of the world. This possession, how
ever, was to be theirs not through the law, but through the right
eousness of faith. Indeed, from the nature of the case it could 
not be otherwise; for if they had been to receive it in the way of 
the law, through the keeping of the law, then faith would have 
been void and the promise made of none effect. For the law 
works wrath, i.e. the opposite of that disposition from which the 
promise comes—law and sin being correlative ideas, so that where 
there is no law there is no transgression, but where there is law 
there is also sin and punishment, and the punitive displeasure of 
God. Since, then, the law had nothing to do with this matter, they 
were to receive the possession not in the way of the law, but in 
the way of faith, that they might receive it in accordance with grace, 
in order that the promise might be valid for all posterity, not only 
for the posterity from the law, but also for those from the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all (as it is written : I have made 
thee the father of many nations) before God, in whom he believed, 
as in him who makes the dead to live and calls into existence the 
things that are not. Thus faith showed itself even in Abraham to 
be the principle through which alone man can arrive at a saving 
relation towards God. As Abraham believed God, and his faith 
was reckoned to him for righteousness, so do Christians now believe, 
and as believers they are the children of Abraham, for it was in 
respect that God justifies the nations by faith, that the Scripture 
promised Abraham that all nations should be blessed in him, 
Gal. iii. 6. So far then is the Christian justification by faith, as 
opposed to the law, from being an encroachment on the religion of 
the Old Testament, that on the contrary it merely carries out what 
the Old Testament itself declares with regard to the law; it fulfils 
a prophecy which was given before the law, and the superiority of 
which to the law cannot possibly be questioned. The apostle 

N 
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shows, GaL iii. 15, that this is the true position of the law, that 
the place it occupied in the organism of the Old Testament religion 
was only a subordinate one, and that it stands as far below Chris
tianity as below the promise given to Abraham, which simply pre
figured that which was to arrive at full maturity in Christianity. 
To his argument in this passage he prefixes the following principle 
as a truth universally recognised :—"A man's testament, when it is 
legally executed and ratified, no one sets aside nor adds to it, nor 
alters anything in it by subsequent modification. If then even a 
man's testament, when properly confirmed, is beyond the power of 
any one to set aside, or modify, still less can this take place in the 
case of a divine testament." This major, containing the universal, 
is now followed in the apostle's argument by the particularizing 
minor. " Now in the promise made to Abraham in respect of his 
cnrepfia there is a distinct divine disposition; it is defined in such 
a way that it can only point to Christ, can only he realized in him. 
Thus (this is the conclusion) the disposition made by God, or the 
promise given by him to Abraham, can by nothing be set aside or 
made invalid; it must be fulfilled in Christ to whom it refers." 
Owing to the intervention of the explanation about the cnrepfia the 
apostle intimates his conclusion somewhat loosely, with the phrase, 
verse 17, TOVTO Si Xe'yco, by this I mean, etc. If the divine dispo
sition cannot be made void at all, then it cannot be made void by 
the law. The discussion turns on the law; what is to be proved 
is that the law cannot interfere with the continued validity of the 
BcaOrj/crj in question. A disposition having reference to Christ and 
already confirmed by God cannot possibly be invalidated by the 
law which was not given till 4 3 0 years afterwards, so that the 
promise should become of none effect. For the promise would be 
made of none effect: for though the law also promises a blessing, 
so that those who keep the law may expect an inheritance (the 
KXrjpovofila, blessedness, as the reward and fruit of the fulfilment 
of the law : as even in the Pentateuch the possession and con
tinuous inheritance of the land of Canaan is coupled with the con
dition of keeping the law), yet this /cXrjpovofiia or inheritance is 
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in form a totally different one. If the KXrjpovopia comes from the 
law, it is conditioned by the keeping of the law, and can only be 
realized in proportion as the law is actually kept; now as the law 
is always kept so very imperfectly, the Kkr\povopia etc vdpov is as 
good as none at all; while, on the other hand, if salvation be the 
result simply of the promise, then it is entirely free, bound to no 
limit or condition : it is an affair of grace alone. And this was the 
manner of the salvation which God promised to Abraham : Bt 
errayyeklas Ker^dpicrrai, verse 18. And if this be so, if everything 
depends on that BiaQr\ic% and on it alone, on the promise given to 
Abraham, and if the law is to be left out of consideration altogether 
by virtue of this promise, then what is to be said of the law,—what 
importance attaches to it ? The apostle had to meet this question 
here: he could not rest satisfied with the merely negative relation 
of the law to the promise ; it was necessary for him to say some
thing positive about it, if his utterances were not to lead to the 
conclusion that the law had been without purpose or significance. 
But the answer he returns to the question allows the law only a 
very subordinate function. The significance ascribed to the law 
is only intermediate, secondary, provisional: it was added, he says, 
rSav rrapafidaeav %dpiv. It was given after the promise had been 
given already, and was to have effect only during the interval 
between the promise and its fulfilment in Christ. The promise is 
and remains the most important, the substantial foundation of the 
whole relation in question; the scope of the law is entirely sub
ordinate ; it was added, so to speak, only per accidens, r&v rrapa-
fidaecov %dpw. The whole tenor of the passage shows that the 
view these words were meant to express was, that the law was 
given to set bounds to transgressions, r to hold men in check in 
regard to transgressions, lest they should go too far in them. All 
that the apostle says, be it observed, is that the law was given 
r&v rrapaft. xdpiv, i.e. because there were transgressions ; the article 
points, as Ktickert justly observes, to transgressions which had 
already been committed. The passages, Bom. iv. 15, and vii. 8, 
seem to assert that before the vdpbo? there is no irapdfiaaw, but we 
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have to distinguish two meanings of irapdf$acn<i> a wider and a 
restricted meaning. The Trapdftacris cannot, of course, precede the 
I/O/AO? as the transgression of a positive law; this is the sense of 
Eom. iv. 15 ; but inasmuch as the way man had to choose accord
ing to the will of God was always in some sense prescribed, there 
were always transgressions and deviations. 'ApuipTia is indeed 
Xoapls vdfiov vetepd, but that does not mean that without the law 
there was no sin at all, but only that sin does not properly awake 
nor disclose itself in its full extent until it finds in the positive law 
the object in comparison with which it thus appears ; the more is 
commanded, the more is sinned. 

But scarcely has the apostle conceded to the law that it is a 
useful barrier against transgressions, when he at once adds two 
qualifications which serve no other end than to point out the 
subordinate position of the law as distinguished from the promise. 
First, that it was given by angels (in accordance with the later and 
peculiarly Alexandrine view, which did not allow even the giving 
of the law to be thought of as an immediate act of God, who is 
exalted absolutely above the material world) : second, that it was 
given through a mediator, Moses. The passage, verse 20, in which the 
apostle defines the office of the mediator, is one of the most vexed 
passages in the New Testament: yet it only requires to be looked 
at from the point of view which the context naturally suggests, in 
order to receive a very clear and simple meaning. The distinction 
drawn above, between the eTrcuyyekla and the 1/07*09, was that the 
former was given directly by God, and the latter through the 
mediation of angels (and here this can only be said in depreciation 
of the law, though it is true that angels are made elsewhere to 
exalt the glory of the legislation, Acts vii. 53). The phrase iv x€LPc 

fieairov must thus denote something by which the law is made 
subordinate to the promise. And as Biarayeh oV drfyeXcDv does 
not touch the inward difference between the vdpw; and the iircvy-

yeXla, but dwells on a merely external feature, so the definition 
contained in verse 20 is to be taken in the same way, as merely ex
ternal. The question is, it is true, the idea of the mediator, but 
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what is dwelt upon first in defining this idea, is not the essence of 
the matter, viz., that the mediation he effects presupposes a con
flict, that he has to mediate between two divided and discordant 
parties. The first thing to notice about a mediator is this merely 
external and local feature, that he stands in the middle between 
two parties standing over against each other; that he occupies the 
middle position, and so mediates the one with the other. It is 
thus that the idea of mediator is understood in the rabbinical 
passages which the interpreters have adduced, in order to explain 
fiealrr)?. The function Moses has to discharge as mediator is 
simply to take what is delivered to him, given into his hands, by 
one of the parties, and to hand it over to the other. Lata est lex 
manu mediatoris, it is said in one of these rabbinical passages, and 
in the same way iv x€lPL> v e r s e 19, directs attention to the hand 
which bears and delivers the document of the law ; it is thus that 
the mediator's peculiar function is characterized. The sense of this 
passage, which has been twisted to so many purposes, is therefore 
this :—That the mediator belongs not to one party, but to both 
parties; the mediator as such cannot be conceived of otherwise 
than as standing between the two parties: he is not himself there
fore one of the parties, he stands in the middle between them in 
order to be the middle person between the one party and the other. 
But God is one, i.e.t God is not such a mediator: he is only one of 
the two parties, he stands only on one side, and not between the 
two parties, who stand over against each other on the one side and 
on the other; he is thus one party for himself, as the other of the 
two parties, with which God is dealing in a StaOrj/crt, such as the 
iirayyekia to Abraham, is one party for himself. Thus interpreted 
the passage bears a very simple and natural meaning ; it at once 
becomes clear why the apostle says the first time evb? OVK earcv 
and the other time eh ioriv, and that without any further defini
tion, since indeed none is required. It is hard to see what objec
tion can be raised to this interpretation. Thus o Be Geo? eh iariv 
does not refer in the least to the absolute, eternal and unchanging 
unity of God; this is entirely apart from the discussion; God is 
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one simply as standing for himself, as one of the two contracting 
parties in this party-relation. And as for the law, what is said 
about it is the merely external statement that the vdpo? has a 
quite subordinate importance, just as the position of the pueo-lrry;, 
as one who is not eh, or rather (what can be said of none but him) 
who €i/09 OVK eoriv, is a merely subordinate position. The erray-
ye\ia as a BULOTJKT) in which God €19 earw, and in which no peairrj^ 
is concerned, stands higher than the vdp>o<;, which cannot be 
thought of without the p*airr}<; and is essentially conditioned by 
him. The law belongs to the same sphere as the pLeo-lrrjs, to whom 
it is bound, and whose position is determined for him by the con
ception of what he is. One is not therefore warranted to place the 
1/07*09 on the same line with the eirayyeXca, to compare it with or 
exalt it above the promise. All these other ideas about the 
relation of the eirayyeXla and the vdfio? which interpreters have 
fancied they discovered in our passage, have simply been imported 
into it; however correct they may be in themselves, they do not 
belong to this passage. The apostle has indicated his meaning 
with sufficient clearness, and we need not travel beyond it. 

Up to this point the apostle has spoken of the vdpbos in such a 
way as if it were of no importance whatever, in comparison with 
the errayyeXla. He admitted indeed, in verse 1 9 , that it r&v irapa-
fidaecov %dpiv TrpoaereOrj, yet no sooner was this said than he 
placed it far below the eirayyeXla, saying that it was Siarayeis 
oV dyyeXcDv ev xel,P^ fiecirov, and when he added 6 pLeairrj^ 
ei/09 OVK eorcv, 6 Be ©609 6*9 eorcv, he represented the relation 
of the vdpos to the eirayyeXia as one of actual opposition. 
Thus he comes very pertinently to put the question: Is the law, 
then, so far below the promise, that we should think there is 
an actual opposition and conflict between the two, that they are 
mutually exclusive of each other, and that thus in comparison 
with the promise the law is to be held not only unnecessary and 
useless, but an element of disunion and conflict? To this he 
answers: That is by no means the case. I am far from wishing to 
set up so disparaging a view of the law, and one which so little 
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recognises its significance. I do not depreciate the law to such an 
extent as to consider it of no further importance to me. Yet, on 
the other hand, I cannot, as the Jewish Christians do, value it so 
highly as to make BcKatoavvrj e£ epycov vdpuov my highest principle. 
I must declare against this view. For if the Mosaic law contained 
such a law as could make alive or save, then righteousness would 
actually come from the law, then it would be possible to be justi
fied in the way of the law, by the works of the law. But this is 
far from being the case: in the way of the law there is no 
righteousness to be attained; the scripture itself asserts the 
contrary and declares the result of the operation of the law to be 
the very opposite. The scripture declares (avy/cXeleiv in the 
declaratory sense, as Bom. xi. 32) that all is held under the might 
of sin, stands under the principle of sin, so as to be more or less 
affected by it. It declares this in passages such as those quoted, 
Bom. iii. 10 sq. And this has come to pass in order that through 
the knowledge (the apostle here expresses objectively and teleo-
logically a process which cannot be conceived, but as subjectively 
mediated) that one cannot be saved in this way, the promise in the 
way of faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
And it is just this consideration, that that which, according to the 
scripture, is the result of the operation of the law, the manifest 
universality of sin, serves simply to prepare the way for the 
promise being fulfilled through faith, it is just this that leads us to 
the true view of the law, that it is to be regarded in itself, in its 
whole essence, as a mediating and preparatory stage. The chief 
stages in the apostle's view of the world's religious history are the 
eirayyeTua, the vdp,o<s, and irlcrns (prlcm?, though in itself sub
jective, is here taken objectively, the apostle regarding the subject 
entirely from the objective point of view as a divinely ordained 
historical process). Now before faith came, faith that is, as a new 
stage of the objective process of development, we were kept under 
the law as if shut into a prison with a view to the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. Thus the law was our school
master till Christ, that we might be justified by faith. Here the 
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apostle is merely drawing a conclusion which results of itself from 
the foregoing; and the idea of the TratBayooyb? contains nothing 
that was not present in the foregoing; he simply reverts to the 
principal idea prefixed to this section in verse 19, that the law 
r&v Trapafidaeaov yapw irpoaereOy). He now takes up this idea 
again as it has been defined and substantiated in the intervening 
verses. The paedagogic nature of the law must thus, from the 
context, refer to its holding back from transgressions, setting a 
limit to them. In the same way the law is likened, verse 23, to 
a prison where a man is detained and watched. It is only in this 
negative sense that the law is to be regarded as a iraihaywyo*;, nor 
must what follows lead us to ascribe to it the function of an 
educator, as if it had been meant to lead to Christ by awaking the in
ward longing for redemption : the words eh Xpiarov simply express 
that the law retained this interim and provisional importance, 
until, in the course of this development, the time came at which 
Christ could appear.1 And in this negative sense the word points 
to another class of men, so named among the ancients, the slaves 
namely, who accompanied boys not so much for education or 

. training, as merely to watch over them. It is such a tutor and 
guide that the law is said to be. It was God's intention, and the 
scope of this whole scheme of religious history that only when 
Christ had come, should justification by faith begin, a thing which 
was impossible under the law. This paedagogic state was only 
for the interval, only a preparation, and so it came to an end at 
once, and of itself, as soon as a new stage of the religious conscious
ness and life had come with the appearance of irlons. Thus we 

1 Neander says, op. cit. i. 4 3 5 : " Since the law put an outward check on the 
sinful propensity, which was constantly giving fresh proofs of its refractoriness, 
as by this means the consciousness of the power of the evil principle became 
more vivid, and hence the sense of need both of the forgiveness of sin and free
dom from its bondage was awakened, the law became a naibayoyyos els XpioroV." 
Here two stages are taken together which neither belong to each other essen
tially, nor are thus connected by the apostle, at least in this Epistle.' A s a rein, 
a check, the law awakens in the first instance merely the consciousness of hinder-
ance, of opposition, in which the man seeks to be freed, not from sin, but only 
from the law. [There are some modifications of the above view of the Trmoayoryo? 
and the peoirrjs in my N . TheoL 166/.—Editor.] 
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stand no longer under the vdpm naiSayayyo*;; for us the law has lost 
its meaning and its use. Here the questions naturally arise whether 
TTLCTTIS has made an end altogether of the Trapafidcreis, for the sake 
of which the law was given ? why, if the VO/JLOS be so far inferior to 
faith, the latter had not appeared before ? and whether those, who 
as being under the law had nothing but the Si/ccuovcrffai ef? epytov 
vdfjuov, had not been justified nor saved at all ? The apostle does 
not enter into those questions in this passage, he only takes a broad 
view of the process as it moves through the three stages, eirayyekla, 
vdfios, TTIOTIS* Ulcnts is just the hrayyekla fulfilled and realized; 
the actual appearance of that which was implicitly contained in the 
errayyekla. Thus the chief difficulty is presented by the vd/xos, 
which stands between these two, how it comes to be there at all. 
The apostle almost seems to say that it should not properly have 
been there at all: the relation of the vdfws to the other two 
momenta is at any rate taken as purely external: the vdfios has no 
inward connexion with the other; it is there merely T&V irapafid-
creav xapw, that there may not be a total want of government and 
order in the interval until m V w arrives, and that there may be 
something to serve as a thread, though in a merely external way, 
for the religious development. As long as man stands under the 
law's discipline and severity, he is in a condition of bondage; law 
and faith are related to each other as servitude and freedom, or as 
the slave to the son and heir of the house. The apostle finds this 
relation also prefigured in Abraham, in his two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac. Ishmael the son of the bondwoman, the slave by birth, 
stands for the law, because the law places man in a position of 
bondage before God. Isaac, the son of the free woman Sarah, 
born, moreover, after a special divine promise, is the type of 
Christians as riicva. T T ; ? errayye\la<s. The one is a son only in the 
literal outward sense, the other not in a literal, but in a higher 
spiritual sense. The mothers of these two sons represent the two 
SiaOrjfcai, or forms of religion, Hagar the Jerusalem that now is, 
Sarah the upper, heavenly Jerusalem This upper Jerusalem, the 
free, is our mother: for we Christians are Christians simply in 
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virtue of our Christian consciousness which assures us of our 
freedom from the law. Having this freedom, we belong to a 
Siadrjtcrj essentially different from the Mosaic, GaL iv. 2 2 sq. 

When we consider the position which the apostle assigns to the 
law, and the terms he uses to describe its distinctive character, 
we see that the law is here degraded from its absolute value, and 
reduced to the rank of a subordinate stage. Thus we can easily 
understand how Gnostics of the most pronounced Antinomianism 
appealed to our apostle's authority. The law is given only for 
discipline and punishment, it is to act as a barrier, as a dam 
against men's constantly increasing transgressions, that they may 
not exceed all bounds. And the law has not proved adequate even 
for this negative task of prevention; the scripture and the law 
itself attest that under the law sin acquired an unlimited sway. 
The law then is there only to appear in its impotence as against 
the might of sin, which it has failed to subdue. The apostle has 
not further explained what in his view was the reason why the 
law was thus, as it appeared, so uselessly interposed between the 
promise and faith, as if to hold the two as far as possible asunder, 
and cause an interval to intervene before the promise was fulfilled 
in faith. But we are able to infer the thought which was present 
to his mind on this point, from his comparison of the law to a 
TraiSayeoyos, a functionary who has only children to deal with. 
Then he calls the man who stands under the law an infant (minor) 
in a state of dependence, in which he differs nothing from a bonds
man, and is under tutors and governors, and who cannot emerge 
from that state of pupilage and become the master of his in
heritance until a certain fixed period. Gal. iv. 1 sq. In the same 
connexion it is said expressly that only when the time had come 
to its fulfilment, when this period had expired, did God send his 
Son. Considering this statement, and in conjunction with it the 
term o-To^eta TOV KOC/JLOV which is applied to Judaism, Gal. 
iv. 3, we see that the apostle stands here at the standpoint of a 
great and wide historical view, in which he distinguishes two 
periods of the history of the world and of religion. The former 
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of these, the ante-Messianic, as commonly distinguished in the 
Jewish view of history from the Messianic, he regards as in general 
the period of the tirocinium of the world or of the world's history, 
in which, as it must be at the beginning of everything that is to 
have a great history, all was yet rude and wild. This character, 
which the world as a whole possessed at that period, belonged alsa 
to the law : its raison d'etre as a 1/07x09 TracBayooyo^ was to take the 
Jews under its hard discipline, and hold them there till the 
beginning of a new period of cosmic and religious history. This 
new period was that of spiritual freedom, in which the unfree 
servile condition had reached its term, and humanity, hitherto 
a pupil and in need of a tutor, had grown into a free and in
dependent man. Short as the apostle's words are, they are so 
chosen as to exclude every thought of chance or caprice entering 
into this process. The apostle places himself within the process, 
one which had indeed been predetermined in God's decree, but 
which was nevertheless conditioned by the successive stages of a 
historical development, and in which no other cause than this was 
possible, since, as he indicates, humanity as a whole, no less than 
the individual man, is appointed to pass through certain periods of 
life. From this point of view the apostle recognised in the law 
simply a pedagogue appointed for the period of youth, and whose 
office was little more than to curb the wild outbreaks of sin. 
But the law proved unequal to this office, and simply demonstrated 
by its powerlessness the universality of the reign of sin. Thus 
in one aspect the apostle recognised in the law a mere TraiSayoyybs, 
but, on the other hand, he looked at it in the light of a divine plan 
of education ; could he then rest satisfied with this merely external 
view of the law ? W e see from the Epistle to the Bomans that he did 
not confine himself to this view of it; and the harsher view of the 
law which we find in the Epistle to the Galatians is clear evidence 
that that work belongs to an earlier'stage of the apostle's activity. 
To apprehend the deeper meaning of the law, it was necessary to 
regard it not as a mere instrument of correction thrust in externally 
between the hrayyekta and TTIOTK;, but as itself an essential and 
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influential factor in the religious development under review. And 
this could only be through the assertion of a more inward relation 
between the law and sin. The object of the law was not now to 
be sought in the transgressions which stood over against it externally 
and existed independently of it and before it; and its relation to 
which was one of mere repression and prevention: the trans
gressions must be referred to their principle, dpuiprla, and this 
latter could not be understood in its essence except in the light of 
the law. If the essence of sin be not what it is objectively, but 
what is subjective about it, the consciousness one has of it, then 
sin can only be realized through the law ; but as it is realized only 
in the element of consciousness, the law, in proportion as it brings 
it to reality, brings about also the inward possibility of its removal 
Sin, being thus developed by the intervention of the law, comes to a 
head in the division of the man with himself which it brings about. 
Here the man realizes the whole power of sin; but in this state of 
mind he is already inwardly loosed from it and turned towards the 
operation of grace. Thus the law is not merely an outward stage 
of the history of religion: it is an inward momentum in the de
velopment of the religious consciousness: it is the consciousness 
of sin turning in upon itself, and it fulfils its mission in the re
ligious development simply by appearing as the consciousness of 
sin to mediate between sin and grace. This is the apostle's stand
point in the Epistle to the Eomans, where it is said of the law, not 
merely that it ra>v irapafUdaeav x^PLV irpo&ereOr), but that it is 
Bvvapt? T779 dputprlas, and that because Sea vdpov hriyvcocris rrj<s 
dpbaprtas. 

W e come now to heathenism and its relation to Judaism and 
Christianity. It might be thought that the principle stated by the 
apostle, Eom. v. 13, that where there is no law sin is not imputed, 
furnished us with his moral estimate of heathenism. But, on the 
one hand, the universality of death attests the universality of the 
reign of sin among the heathens also; and, on the other hand, if 
they were judged incapable of having sin imputed to them, this 
would not elevate them in the scale of moral and religious life, it 
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would, on the contrary, degrade them in that scale; for unconscious
ness of sin must necessarily be followed at some time or other by 
consciousness of it. But the principle appealed to is not applicable 
to heathenism; though the heathens did not possess the Mosaic 
Law, and were to that extent dvofioc (Rom. i i 1 2 , 1 Cor. ix. " 2 1 ) , 
yet they were not absolutely without law. The place of a positive 
law is supplied in their case by the natural moral consciousness, 
which of itself informs them what they ought to do, and what to 
leave undone, Bom. ii. 1 4 sq. Thus the same reign of sin is found 
to prevail in heathenism as in Judaism, and even more strikingly 
than there; for the natural law could not be so effective a barrier 
against transgressions as the positive law, and the reign of sin declares 
itself in exhibitions of the grossest sensuality, which reduce heathen
ism morally far below the level of Judaism. But the characteristic 
difference between Judaism and heathenism is not to be looked for 
on this moral side, where both alike fall to be included under the 
idea of sin. The essential conception of heathenism is that it is 
a declension from the true idea of God, a denial and perversion of 
the original consciousness of God. There is an original and uni
versal revelation of God to humanity in which the heathens shared, 
which comes from nature and history as well as from conscience, 
and which was sufficient to make them acquainted with the nature 
of God, so far as it can be the object of human apprehension. It 
is therefore entirely their own fault that they did not preserve 
and complete the knowledge which God himself had thus given 
them of his true nature. This is a moral delinquency to be charged 
to their own free-will, the source of which is to be looked for 
mainly in their ingratitude, Bom. i. 2 1 . But when once through 
their own free-will they had turned away from the true God, their 
thought and imagination could not but turn from the truly exist
ent to the non-existent, the vain, the empty shadow. Their con
sciousness being no longer enlightened by the true idea of God, fell 
into an obscurity which not only debarred them from seeing the 
true, but caused them to set the false in the place of the true. 
Wanting the true knowledge of God they wanted also the absolute 
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principle of truth; they could place the standard of truth nowhere 
but in themselves, and so they came to regard their own thoughts 
and imaginations as the highest wisdom. $daicovT€<; elvai ao<f>ol 
efMopavdrjaav, says the apostle, Eom. i 2 2 , obviously with reference 
to the Hellenic philosophy or culture. He saw in this philosophy 
a knowledge that was nothing more than subjective, devoid of all 
objective truth, sprung from the turbid source of human egoism. 
For, of course, heathenism could not be simply the negation of the 
true idea of God; it necessarily set up something else to take the 
name and honour of the absolute, in place of the true Absolute 
whom it denied. Though the absolute contents of the idea of God 
had vanished from consciousness, yet there remained behind the 
formal postulate that there must be something absolute. Hence 
heathenism is not merely a turning away from the true Absolute, 
but the perversion of it to its opposite ; it is the falsehood that that 
which is essentially finite and transitory is the absolute itself. 
This is the character of the heathen idol-worship, in which the 
So'fa which properly belongs to the absolute God alone is trans
ferred to finite beings, and the latter are substituted, as a spurious 
likeness, for the former. Heathenism, as the apostle apprehends 
it, is the theoretical confusion of the finite with the absolute, the 
identification of the true, the real, which is the nature of none but 
God himself, with the untrue, the unreal, the lie,—the placing of 
the creature on the level of the Creator. As the radical error of 
heathenism is an unnatural transposition of the true natural order 
of the universe, so its practical outcome in the moral life of man 
could be nothing but a perversion of the natural relations. 
Heathenism and Judaism both fall under the common term 
dfjutprla; the difference between them is the difference between 
sin and vice : vice differing from sin in this, that it is not merely 
the transgression of a specific injunction, which may have reference 
to a merely outward act, but an inward immorality, a degradation, 
disgrace, the pollution of the man's nature. This is what the 
apostle means in the words, Eom. i. 2 4 , irapeScoKev avrow 6 6eo9 . . . 
eU d/caOapacav (verse 2 6 : el? irdOrj dripLias) rov dripbd^eaBai ra 
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a oo par a avra>v ev iavTols. Ill enumerating the heathen vices, the 
apostle gives precedence to those, as most characteristic of heathen
ism, in which the unnatural perversion of the order of nature 
appears most clearly, verses 2 6 , 2 7 . He deduces this practical per
version from that theoretical perversion of the consciousness which 
all heathenism exhibited, verse 2 8 . And as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, so that they did what is not convenient. The moral self-
debasement into which they sank was the natural, and in so far 
divinely ordained, consequence of the inadequate relation which 
their religious consciousness sustained to the idea of God. This 
view of heathenism followed of necessity from the idea with which 
the apostle started, and which is the corner-stone of his whole 
thinking on the subject, that it is an apostasy from the true idea of 
God, which arises out of a moral aversion of the will from him. 

Striking and profound as the apostle's description and explana
tion of heathenism are, yet to trace it altogether to moral per
versity is only half the truth. There is another and an equally 
essential consideration to be added, namely, that this moral deflec
tion could never have gone so far if the consciousness of God had 
been clearer and deeper to begin with. When all the elements are 
considered which go to make up the conception of the heathen 
religion, this must not be forgotten, that the consciousness of God 
originally present in it was not so deep and clear as elsewhere, that 
it laboured from the beginning under this radical defect, and stood 
in a position from which it had yet to develop itself, by working 
itself clear of the nafural element with which it was entangled. 
At Eom. i. 19 sq., where he is concerned with a moral estimate of 
heathenism, the apostle devotes himself chiefly to the first of these 
two sides; but the other was not necessarily excluded, since he 
distinguishes different stages and periods of the religious develop
ment of mankind. W e saw from Gal. iii. 19 sq., iv. 1 sq., that he 
regarded Judaism from this point of view, and so we might expect 
that he would look at heathenism in the same way. Accordingly 
we find that in that section of the Galatian Epistle he expressly 
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comprehends heathenism and Judaism in one term which places 
them both at the same subordinate stage in the development of 
religion. There can be no doubt that this is the force of the ex
pression nsed, GaL iv. 3 , 9, rd aroc^ca TOV tcoafiov. The crroixela 
rov Kocrfjiov are not the elements as the ultimate principles of the 
world in a physical sense, but the elements as beginnings of instruc
tion, appropriate for those who are still vrprtoi, still in the age of child
hood. The <rro^€6a must certainly include the law : and as the 
vrprvoi for whom the oro^eZa are designed have already been placed 
(iv. 1 ) in the category of bondsmen, the apostle is here character
izing the relation to the oTo^eZa as a relation of bondage. Yet 
the point of view from which the law is regarded in the expression 
oroi^eta is different from that where it is called a ircuSayeoyos. 
There is at any rate something more than mere discipline and pun
ishment ; here the law is not merely for tliis negative purpose, but 
also for the positive end of instruction. The vrprios is to be in
structed, as befits his age, in the first elements. As for the words 
TOV /cdcr/jLov, the writer is treating of the periods of religious develop
ment, and fcda/Mo? can only signify cosmic or religious history. The 
primary elements in which the vrfirtw is instructed are the elements 
and beginnings of the world itself at the very beginning of its his
tory, when it was in a state still rude and imperfect, and the forms 
it had assumed were hard and severe. It is true that the law is 
the first and most important of these <rro^€ta TOV Kocrfiov; but 
that is only in so far as it is regarded generally under the aspect 
of a religious development which still bears the features of a rude 
beginning. Thus it is probable that the apostle meant to include 
in the oro^aa rov KOCT/JLOV both Judaism and heathenism. In verse 
9, however, there can be no doubt that this is so. Here he is ad
dressing Gentile Christians whom Jews were seeking to influence 
in the direction of Judaism. He calls their leaning towards 
Judaism a return to those oro^eZa, weak and beggarly elements, 
as he terms them, because there is nothing in them from which a 
strong spiritual life could be evolved. Where God is not yet 
known as a spirit, where religion is occupied with nothing but 
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the material, sensual, carnal (for this is the idea of the arot^ela), 
there all is dead and empty, there is no true vital principle, the 
religion is void of spiritual contents. These two religions are at 
the most elementary stage of religion; they are occupied with the 
material, not with the spiritual; they place the essence of religion 
in things which belong entirely to the region of the physical life. 
The arot^eta are thus the first beginnings, the elements of religion, 
and the word conveys further the impression that this elementary 
religion is occupied with nothing higher than the elements, prin
ciples, and substances of the outward physical life. Judaism con
tained many of those purely natural elements : it also was bound 
to the natural, the material, as to days, months, fixed times; thus it 
also was a nature-religion, based upon those physical oroixela, the 
natural being invested as such with religious significance. The 
aroiyeia, then, the elements of religion1 of which the apostle speaks 

1 The meaning generally given to aroix^a, elements of religion, or beginnings 
of religious knowledge, is asserted by Neander to be inadmissible, because Paul 
would then be indicating by it a common conception, applicable to a certain 
extent to heathenism and Judaism equally (PI. and Tr. i. 465) . " But how," he 
says, "could this agree with the views of Paul, who regarded Judaism as indeed 
a subordinate and preparatory stage of religion, but yet as one founded on a 
divine revelation; who saw in heathenism, on the other hand, that is, in idolatry, 
of which he is speaking here, not a subordinate stage of religion, but a thing 
entirely foreign to the nature of religion, a suppression, brought about by sin, of 
the original knowledge of C o d ? " H e proposes, instead, the following interpreta
tion : the entanglement of religion in sensuous forms, that is, her state of servi
tude under the elements of the world, is what is common to Judaism and 
heathenism. But we must ask if this be not as much as the other a common 
conception, applicable to a certain extent to Judaism and heathenism equally ? 
W h a t difference is there logically between the one interpretation and the other ? 
A n d what difficulty is there in supposing that Paul placed heathenism on one side 
on the same level with Judaism, and on another side beneath it ? [In his Neutest. 
Theol., 171, Baur adheres only to one side of the above interpretation of oroixcia 
rov KocryLOv (on the meaning of the term in the Epistle to the Colossians, vide p. 
30). H e says there that the orot^fia rov Kocrfiov are physical elements and sub
stances as the basis of the heathen nature-religion, that is, the constellations: 
that in many things, in its symbols and ceremonies, its feasts, and its sumptuary 
laws, and in many other ordinances, such as circumcision, Judaism had the same 
physical character; that the radical ideas of both, the principle of the religious 
consciousness in both, were so much bound up in the natural, the material, the 
sensuous, as to place man before God in no higher relation than that of bondage : 

0 
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here, are the physical elements, which were reckoned objects of 
reverence in both religions, the Jewish and the heathen, and served 
in a slavish and unspiritual way. 

Though this be so, yet heathenism stands far below Judaism : 
for the latter consists not only in the o-Tot^eta, but also in the law, 
and in the promises which stand above the law. Heathenism has 
indeed a law in itself, yet it is essentially different from the law ; 
and in the same way it is a religion, and yet no religion, because 
the conception of religion is only realized in the form of revelation. 
Thus Judaism, negative as its relation to Christianity is, is yet on 
the same line with Christianity in this,—that it is a BcadrfKr), a 
special institution of God, through which he has entered on a 
definite relation towards man. There is an old and there is a new 
hia67\K% 2 Cor. iii. 6, 14, and the two SiaOrjtcai are so closely and 
so essentially connected, that the new could not have come into 
existence without the old. It is true that circumcision has no 
religious significance for the Christian ; yet the way from heathen
ism to Christianity does, in a certain aspect, lie through Judaism ; 
it is impossible to understand the new SiaBy/ci? without being 
acquainted with the old. This explains to us why when the apostle 
speaks of the Old Testament in his Epistles he makes no distinc
tion between the Judaeo-Christian and the Gentile-Christian sec
tions of his readers; and how, even when addressing Gentile 
Christians, he does not scruple to call the members of the old dis
pensation their fathers, 1 Cor. x. 1, thus indicating how in his view 
the two dispensations formed one connected whole. This is the 
essential advantage which Judaism has over heathenism, Trepiropr) 
over aKpofivcrrla. Though there is no distinction between Jews 
and Gentiles in their relation to Christianity, though in this respect 
the two are precisely equal, yet as soon as a comparison is instituted 
between the two, the 'IovSalo? is preferred to the "EXkrjv, Eom. 
i. 16. The Jew stands at a higher stage of religious consciousness, 

so that in neither religion was God known as a spirit. In this he follows 

Sehneckenburger : was sind die OTOIX* r. K. Theol. Jahrb. vii. 1848, p. 445 sq.— 
Editor.] 
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or, as the apostle defines the superiority of the Trepiropur) to the 
dtcpofivcrTla, Eom. iii. 2, eTncrrevdrjcrav rd Xoyua rov Oeov TTJ 

irepiTopiT). This, it is evident, does not refer to circumcision as 
such, but to Judaism as the religion of the circumcised. There is 
committed to Judaism something that heathenism does not possess. 
There is a peculiar treasure deposited in Judaism for preservation. 
God has declared himself in it in a special manner; or, in a word, 
the religion it contains is the religion of revelation. Being the 
religion of revelation it is also the religion of the promise, in which 
that is contained in idea, which is realized in Christianity. It is 
to the Israelites that the sonship belongs, and the visible presence 
of God, the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises ; to whom belong the fathers, of whom 
Christ came according to the flesh; wherefore God who is exalted 
above all is to be blessed for ever, Eom. ix. 4, 5. This also is part 
of that relation of identity in which Judaism stands to Christianity, 
that in it everything that is distinctive and valuable in Christianity 
is already contained typically, symbolically, allegorically. The 
baptism of the Israelites unto Moses is a type of Christian baptism. 
The food and drink with which they were supplied in the wilder
ness is a type of the Christian supper, 1 Cor. x. 1 sq. ; the slain 
paschal lamb is a type of Christ killed at the feast of Passover, 
1 Cor. v. 7. Thus Judaism is related to Christianity as the type 
to the antitype. 



S I X T H C H A P T E R 

CHRISTIANITY A S A N E W PRINCIPLE IN T H E W O R L D ' S 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT. 

THE relation of Christianity to heathenism and Judaism is, as we 

have seen, defined as that between the absolute religion and the 

preparatory and subordinate forms of religion. W e have here the 

progress from servitude to freedom, from nonage to majority, from 

the age of childhood to the age of maturity, from the flesh to the 

spirit. The state left behind, is one in which the divine spirit is so« 

little apprehended, that those dwelling in it are without any higher 

guiding principle : this is heathenism, 1 Cor. xii 2 , 3 : or it is the 

torturing conflict between the law and sin, beyond which Judaism 

can never pass. The state now reached is a truly spiritual con

sciousness charged with its own proper contents and at one 

with itself. It is only in Christianity that man can feel himself 

lifted up into the region of the spirit and of the spiritual life: it 

is only here that his relation to God is that of spirit to spirit. 

Christianity is essentially the religion of the spirit, and where the 

spirit is there is liberty and light, the clear and unshadowed iden

tity of the spirit with itself. Now what Christianity thus is as 

the absolute religion it is only through Christ. And the explana

tion can only be found in Christ, how the transition is effected 

from the first period, including heathenism and Judaism, to the 

second. This of itself, of course, should warn us not to think of 

a transition lying in the nature of the case and proceeding naturally 

out of it. In the apostle's view Christ's entrance into the world 

and into the life of humanity is a thing entirely supernatural. 

Christianity comes into existence by God's sending his Son. Yet 
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this does not prevent the apostle from regarding the appearance of 
Christ and of Christianity in the light of a process developing itself 
in history and advancing through various stages. In all those con
trasts in the light of which Christianity is regarded, as that between 
servitude and freedom, nonage and majority, sin and grace, death 
and life, the first and the second Adam, we trace the idea of an 
immanent process of development, proceeding by the conflict of 
mutually reacting momenta. Supernatural though the appearance 
of Christianity is, it is not entirely incomprehensible. It is to be 
comprehended, in part philosophically, from the essential inward 
connexion of one momentum with another, and in part historically, 
from the historical conditions in which it appeared. As for the 
first, Christianity is the natural outcome of the process in which 
sin grows by the operation of the law into the consciousness of sin; 
for this is the necessary condition for the approach of grace. The 
latter is most clearly stated by the apostle in the passage GaL 
iv. 4. When the fulness of the time was come, God sent his Son, 
as one yevdfievov eic yvvaiKO?, yevdfievov info vdfiov, iva TOV? VTTO 

vdfiov e^ayopdarf, iva Trfv vloOeaiav diroXaficopev. That is to say, 
that God placed the man Jesus when he destined him to be the 
Messiah, or the Son of God, in that historical crisis where the ful
ness of the time was to ensue and the one period was to pass 
over into the other. On this account he was to be essentially 
man, and to enter into the world just as any other man, as one 
yevdfievo? e/c yvvaueos. This expression for being born as man does 
not directly exclude a supernatural generation, but in the connexion 
it certainly seems very unlikely that such an idea was entertained. 
He who is born of a woman is simply a man coming into exis
tence in the ordinary and natural way. He is yevdfievov etc yvvai-
#09, and he is yevdfievov trrro vdfiov; he bears the impress and 
character of the croiyeia rov Koafiov. The apostle's idea seems to 
be that since the transition from one period to another was to be 
made in his person, it was necessary that he should represent the 
first period in his own person. As he entered at his birth into the 
conditions of humanity, he stood also under the law: the law made 
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the same claim on him that it makes on all other men. Indeed he 
became the curse of the law, but not on his own account,—it was 
that by dying on account of the curse and discharging the claims 
of the law, he might bring in freedom from the law and make men 
children of God, viol Qeov. He himself is in a special sense the 
vios Qeov: for in him humanity rises to the consciousness of 
unity with God, in him there is for humanity the principle of its 
new existence, where it is not servile, but free, not under guardian
ship, but of full age. Thus as it belongs to human nature 
that the man passes from the restrictions of infancy and youth to 
the independence of maturity, from the unfree to the free, from the 
servant to the son, so Christ entered into humanity as a Son at the 
time appointed for that event, that is, when humanity had arrived 
at its maturity. In this view Christianity is not merely a thing 
that has been imported into humanity from without; whatever con
ception be formed of Christ's person, Christianity is a stage of the 
religious development of the world which has proceeded from a 
principle that is internal and immanent in humanity. Christianity 
is reached by the progress of the spirit to the freedom of its own 
self-consciousness, and humanity cannot arrive at this period till 
it has traversed that of unfreedom and servitude. Christ as the 
principle of this period of human development is the second 
Adam over against the first. This antithesis as much as the others 
suggests that Christianity is one of the stages of an immanent pro
cess of development. This antithesis contains the main ideas with 
which we are concerned in this chapter. 

In the period of the first Adam sin and death are the ruling 
powers. Death is the wages of sin : that is, so certainly as a man 
sins, so certainly does he also die. The universal reign of death 
is what chiefly distinguishes the first period from the second. But 
do not men die in the second period just as much as in the first ? 
And if death comes because of sin and is the punishment which 
sin deserves and draws after it, then how can the apostle say, as 
he does, Bom. iii 25, that God has left unpunished the sins com
mitted before Christ ? If men died during that period, then their 
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death paid the penalty their sins had incurred and they required 
no other means of expiation. And if the death of Christ be a means 
of expiation set up by God, available to all men for the forgiveness 
of their sins, if sin has ceased to have such a hold on men that 
nothing but their death can discharge the penalty of it, and the 
power of death which reigned throughout the first period is thus 
broken in the second, then those who have received into themselves 
the grace bestowed in Christ and therein the justification by which 
life is imparted, should not die in this latter period. But if they 
do die in this period as much as in the former, then what is the 
difference between the two ? Or are we to understand the long-
suffering which God manifested in the first period to have consisted 
in this : that he did not suffer the human race to die out altogether, 
and that the dead were always succeeded by the living ? But this 
is the case in the second period as well, and we fail to see in what 
sense it is true that the one period is distinguished from the other 
by death being the dominating principle of the one and life of the 
other. The solution of this difficulty lies in an accurate apprehen
sion of what the apostle means by the words %<or) and Odvaro^ 
He uses these words in a double sense, as including both the 
physical and the ethical, and neither of these two spheres is thought 
of without an implicit reference to the one and original element in 
which both have their common root. Death and life stand over 
against each other as the first and the second Adam. In the first 
Adam men die, in the second they rise to life, those namely who 
believe in him From this qualification of the statement, that only 
those rise who believe in him, we see how the physical notion of 
life and the ethical are interwoven. If it be said that men die in 
the first Adam, the death here spoken of is first of all physical 
death; they die because sin runs its course in them and is followed 
by death, the wages of sin. But this is merely the physical death 
to which man is liable at any rate in virtue of his bodily constitu
tion, and which is not necessarily the extinction of his whole ex
istence. W h y should so great importance be attached to death in 
this sense ? This arises from the Jewish view of the nature and office 



216 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART I I I . 

of the body as an essential element of the human personality. With
out the body man is in this view without any material basis for his 
existence; if death asserts its power over his body, then the power 
of death reigns over him in his entirety ; all the privations bound 
up in the idea of death are now realized in him; there is no longer 
any life for him, nor any salvation, nor any connexion with the 
kingdom of God. And if death is not to be the total severance of 
this connexion, if he is to look for a life worth having after death, 
then he must be assured of this point first of all, that death has no 
power entirely to destroy his physical life. Hence the great im
portance which the resurrection of Jesus possesses for the Christian 
consciousness. It is the positive and actual evidence of a power 
of life by which death is overcome. Physical death is abolished by 
physical life: in the resurrection of Jesus a new principle of life 
has entered into humanity. 

But physical death is not merely the natural end of life : it also 
results as the wages of sin under God's decree of condemnation. 
Thus the life imparted to humanity through the resurrection of 
Jesus must be something more than physical life. Over against 
the Kard/cptfia of death there stands, as the apostle says in a preg
nant expression, Bom. v. 18, the BcKalaxrcs £GW}9. That is to say, 
the life given to humanity in the resurrection of Jesus is co-exten
sive with the change which transfers a man from the state of sin into 
the state of justification ; it comes in that change, and so is more 
than physical life, though it includes that also—it is life in the 
fullest and truest sense. But the chief evidence that there is 
such a life, in which death is conquered and abolished, is the great 
fact of the resurrection of Jesus. The apostle regards the resurrec
tion as the principal doctrine of the Christian faith. He writes 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. 3, that among the chief points of the 
doctrine which had been delivered to him, and which he had com
municated to them, were these : that Christ died for our sins accord
ing to the Scriptures, and was buried, and that he rose again on the 
third day. Now that Jesus rose again after his death is an out
ward historical fact, from which Christianity derives its objective 
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historical character. In virtue of this fact it is the \oyo<; rov 
aravpov, a doctrine founded on a distinct historical basis, and 
thereby essentially different from such truth as is evolved from 
pure reason, 1 Cor. i, 18, It is therefore all-important that that fact 
should be properly authenticated ; and the apostle brings forward 
evidence on the subject, appealing to the appearances of Jesus both 
to the older apostles and to himself. One great function of the 
apostles in their preaching of the Gospel is to be witnesses of 
the resurrection of Jesus, 1 Cor. xv. 15. But the resurrection is 
something more than this single historical fact: it also involves a 
general truth. For if it were in itself impossible that the dead should 
rise, then Christ could not have risen. Christ's resurrection therefore 
has made it clear and certain to us that resurrection from the dead is 
possible, that there is such a resurrection. This knowledge is due to 
Christianity ; nor is its connexion with Christianity a merely out
ward or accidental one; Christianity as a whole is based upon the 
fact that a resurrection from the dead is possible, and that it has actu
ally come to pass in Christ. If Christ be not risen, the apostle says, 
verse 17, then the faith that Christians have is vain and delusive : 
then there is no forgiveness of sins, and the guilt of sin is not 
removed from us ; hence the Christians who have fallen asleep are 
lost. Death reigns over them with the same dominion which it 
exercised from Adam to Christ: then there are no more miserable 
men than Christians are,—they have much to suffer for their faith, 
and their hope in Christ is limited to this world, there is no hope 
in him beyond. If the death of the body be not done away, if 
death as the end of this life be not succeeded by another life, then 
there is no power of life to overcome the mortality of man. In
spiriting and blessed as the Christian faith is even for the present, 
with its assurance of mercy, of justification, and of atonement with 
God, yet it is always liable to be disturbed and darkened by the 
thought of the death which is coming to the body; and there is 
no way out of this darkness and perplexity unless the Christian 
can become assured that out of the death of the body he will rise 
again to a new life. Even the spiritual life, which is the contents 
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of the Christian consciousness, would be no true life at all, if it 
were not at the same time a physical life. Without the resurrec
tion of the body the personality cannot continue, and the spiritual 
life of Christianity must embrace this, and bring the Christian the 
assurance that he will continue to exist with the same personality 
as at present. Christianity is therefore meaningless, and its absolute 
idea is untrue except in the light of this fact—that there is a resur
rection of the dead. It is not only that Christ rose from the dead 
—he could not have risen if resurrection were in itself impossible,— 
but that what happened in his case is also to happen to all others. 

Thus in Christ and through his resurrection a new principle has 
been introduced into humanity; that principle has to be developed 
in humanity. This is what the apostle means when he says that 
Christ was raised up from the dead as the amafrff] r&v /ee/coifir)-
fievcov. As death reigns over the period beginning with Adam, so 
the new principle of life which appeared in Christ rules over the 
second period. The two periods and principles agree in this, that 
Adam and Christ are both human, since Christ is a man as much 
as Adam; the one principle as well as the other is immanent in 
humanity. Christ as much as Adam belongs essentially to humanity, 
is subject to all its conditions and part of its history, and hence it 
is, that the principle which he brought in becomes incorporate with 
and a living power in humanity. As then in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive, verse 2 2 . They are made alive in him 
because of their common nature with him, because he, who has in 
himself the principle of life, is a man like them. Now how are 
we to account for this sweeping statement, " All shall be made 
alive"? On the one side, only those who are in Christ are made 
alive; on the other side, the life is spoken of as co-extensive with 
the death in Adam. The reason of this is that the physical and 
the ethical idea of life are not held apart from each other. The 
life that comes from Christ is the life of the resurrection, and 
therefore a physical life; but, on the other hand, only those can 
obtain it who have the spiritual life that is awakened by faith in 
Christ. The life which comes from Christ, then, is a thing which is 
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mediated by the spiritual life of faith, and must be life in the 
highest sense, the blessed life. The being made alive would thus 
seem to mean nothing more or less than salvation. But it is 
asserted of all universally, and this plainly implies the apostle's 
belief that the principle which has come to actuality in Christ is of 
sufficient energy and power to quicken all men for the resurrection 
to the blessed life. His whole argument on the subject leads to this 
conclusion. Adam and Christ are related to each other as death 
and life, as dying and rising again. The same human nature which 
perishes in the one rises again in the other. In contrasting Adam 
and Christ with each other as the physical and the spiritual 
principle, the apostle goes on to show that the one cannot exist 
without the other, that the two things, death and resurrection, are 
essential momenta in one and the same process of development. 
For so it is written, he says, verse 45, " The first man Adam was 
made a living soul, the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
psychical; and afterward that which is spiritual The first man 
was of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
As the earthy was, so are they that are earthy; and as the heavenly 
was, so are they that are heavenly. And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
For flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor can the 
corruptible inherit incorruption.,, There is thus not only a material 
earthly life, but also a spiritual, heavenly life; not only a physical, 
but also a pneumatical Adam. Some think that as the apostle is 
discussing the resurrection he must be speaking merely of the 
bodily constitution of the first man, with a view to showing that 
there are different kinds of bodies, higher and lower, physical and 
pneumatical, and that man rises from the lower to the higher. 
The human race, the apostle is thought to argue, is first endowed 
with an earthly body after the type of the first man, and only at a 
later period does it attain to a higher, more than earthly nature, 
after the type of the Eedeemer, i.e. of his glorified body. The 
present human body, then, is to be changed and glorified. But this 
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i s n o t w h a t t h e a p o s t l e i s s a y i n g . I t i s n o t o n l y t h e b o d i l y s t r u c t u r e 

t h a t h e i s t h i n k i n g o f w h e n h e c a l l s t h e first A d a m a l i v i n g s o u l , 

a n d t h e s e c o n d a q u i c k e n i n g s p i r i t , — t h e o n e p s y c h i c a l a n d e a r t h y , 

t h e o t h e r s p i r i t u a l a n d h e a v e n l y . H e i s t h i n k i n g o f t h e w h o l e p e r 

s o n a l i t y o f t h e t w o . T h i s i s q u i t e c l e a r w h e n w e r e m e m b e r h o w 

h e d o e s n o t r e g a r d t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n a s b e i n g m e r e l y t h e r e s t o r a 

t i o n o f t h e b o d y , b u t as t h a t s t a t e o f h i g h e r g r e a t e r l i f e o f w h i c h 

t h e g lor i f i ed b o d y i s t o b e t h e s e a t . 1 T h e r e s u r r e c t i o n d o e s n o t 

cons i s t , i n h i s v i e w , i n a c h a n g e o f t h e h u m a n b o d y t a k i n g p l a c e 

i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y a t a c e r t a i n cr is i s t h r o u g h a s u p e r n a t u r a l o p e r a 

t i o n o f G o d T h i s w a s t h e u n s p i r i t u a l J e w i s h v i e w . B u t t o t h e 

a p o s t l e t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n i s a f o r m , a s tage , o f l i fe , t o w h i c h t h e 

w h o l e s y s t e m o f o r g a n i c l i fe , n a t u r a l a n d h u m a n , b e a r s w i t n e s s . 

H e a d d u c e s t h e f o l l o w i n g a r g u m e n t s t o s h o w t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

t h e re surrec t ion . 1. T h a t n a t u r e p r e s e n t s u s w i t h p h e n o m e n a 

p r e c i s e l y a n a l o g o u s t o i t , c h a n g e s i n w h i c h n e w l i f e s p r i n g s f r o m 

d e a t h a n d c o r r u p t i o n i n t h e s a m e i n d i v i d u a l . T h e m o s t a p p r o 

p r i a t e s y m b o l o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n i s t h e s e e d - c o r n w h i c h d i e s a n d 

y e t l i v e s a g a i n , v e r s e s 3 6 - 3 8 . 2 . N a t u r e p r e s e n t s t o u s a g r e a t 

m u l t i p l i c i t y a n d d i v e r s i t y o f b o d i e s o r e x i s t e n c e s , s o m e l e s s per fec t , 

a n d s o m e m u c h m o r e p e r f e c t . H e n c e w e c o n c l u d e t h a t m a n a l s o 

m a y h a v e n o t o n l y a m o r t a l b u t a n i m m o r t a l n a t u r e , v e r s e s 3 9 - 4 3 . 

3 . T h e t w o e l e m e n t s t h a t m a k e u p m a n ' s n a t u r e b e i n g t h e ^vyi) 

a n d t h e irvevpa (yfrvxv h e r e a s t h e s e n s u o u s p a r t , a n d i n c l u d i n g t h e 

crdpl;, t h e ^ v ^ / e o ? b e i n g e q u i v a l e n t t o t h e aap/cueosi), a n d t h e t w o 

o p p o s i t e s i d e s o f h u m a n n a t u r e w h i c h are c o m b i n e d t o a u n i t y i n 

h i m , b e i n g r e p r e s e n t e d b y A d a m a n d C h r i s t , t h e first a n d t h e 

s e c o n d , t h e e a r t h l y a n d t h e h e a v e n l y m a n , t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e 

1 W h e n the apostle says, 1 Cor. xv. 44 , (nrctprrcu crmpa /̂rux**0"* «V € t ' / : > € r a A ^fw* 
irvcvpariK6v tori aoypa yfrvxiKov, KCU tart, <r5>pa irvtvpariKOVy this refers to the 
whole personality and substance of the man in the two distinct periods. I t is 
not to be overlooked that <ja>pa is to the apostle a different thing from <rap£, and 
a much higher thing. H e knows of no resurrection of the aap£; the <rap£ is no 
part of the man's personality after the resurrection. Those who resurge exist 
only in a crcopa TrvevpariKbv; era pa is thus to the apostle the concrete form in 
which the substance of any being's existence is contained. 
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present life to the future cannot be conceived to be anything else 
than an advance from the psychical life to the pneumatical. If in 
his present state man stands at the stage of the psychical life, 
what is more natural than that this subordinate stage should be 
succeeded by a higher, should develop into the stage of the pneu
matical life ? (verse 44.) 

Now the contrast drawn by the apostle between Adam and Christ 
is not merely that they are the antagonist principles of life and 
death, and that in the one men die, and in the other rise again. 
They are also the representatives, the one as ^ t ^ , the other as 
irvevfia, of the two great historical periods in which the life of 
humanity runs its course. The collective life of mankind is treated 
here after the analogy of the individual life. As with the in
dividual the psychical element predominates in the earlier period of 
life, the spiritual principle being quite undeveloped as yet, though 
ef course not wholly wanting; and as this psychical period is 
succeeded by another in which the spiritual principle asserts itself 
more and more, till in the man's full and mature age when he has 
reached the freedom of the spiritual self-consciousness, it gains 
complete ascendency,—so is it with humanity. The two periods 
are determined by their respective principles, Adam and Christ. 
In the first period it is only the psychical, sensual, carnal, side of 
human nature, that side which suffers the dominion of sin, that 
comes to the surface. In the second the spiritual is the predominat
ing principle, the whole thoughts, desires, and actions of men are 
determined by it. If human history be thus divided into two 
periods represented by and depending on Adam and Christ respec
tively, then we reach two important conclusions on the nature of 
these two periods. 1. The apostle does not seek to deduce the 
sin of Adam and of his posterity from any other source than their 
own free-will; yet, at the same time, he could not altogether escape 
from the idea that the reign of sin during the first period was 
simply the natural predominance of the sensuous side of human 
nature at the time. The relation of the two elements of human 
nature to each other dictated a certain course which the develop-
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nient- of humanity could not but follow: no other course was 
possible. An earthly sensual man, as Adam was, he lacked the 
strength required to master the sensual impulses of his nature and 
to resist the tendency to sin which was inherent in his constitution. 
Abstractly his free-will may have been competent for such an 
effort, yet his will was insufficiently informed by motives, many 
of which could only be supplied by the reason and the spiritual 
sensitiveness to be reached at a later stage. This predominance of 
sense, this impotence of the moral will, this tendency to sin, were 
a part of human nature from the beginning, and the apostle does 
not suggest in the remotest way that this was a result of the sin 
of the first man. Indeed he cannot have thought so; for if Adam 
was to stand in such a contrast with Christ, he must have been 
essentially yfrv^cKov and e/c yfjs ^OIKO?. 2 . As Adam represents this 
side of human nature, and is its principle and the common root of 
all those in whom it is predominant, so we behold in Christ the 
principle of the other, spiritual side of human nature. This con
trast of the two principles, however, shows us that it is something 
more than the resurrection and the state to follow it in the future, 
and the abolition it involves of the death inherited from Adam, 
that Christ is regarded as procuring. What is obtained through 
him is the higher spiritual consciousness of man, awakened by 
Christ and invested with permanent authority and power. Christ 
is the principle of this consciousness, and the reason why the apostle 
speaks of it as a resurrection still in the future, is that the victory 
of the new principle over the old, of life over death, is most vividly 
represented in that form. The power of the new principle, more
over, can be best recognised and appreciated when viewed in its 
effects in the future world and in bringing about the final consum
mation. These future results throw a strong light back on the 
beginnings of Christianity, and show the immense importance of 
the epoch in the development of humanity which Christ brought 
about. The principle which has been brought to light in Christ is 
thus of infinite extension: and it is also infinite intensively as 
realized by the individual It is the infinite Christian conscious-
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ness, as a truly spiritual consciousness. The apostle expressly calls 
the principle with which Christ stands over against Adam, pneu
matical, and that though he is speaking of the resurrection. But 
the ideas of physical and spiritual life are so closely interwoven 
here, that the Christian principle could not be the principle of the 
resurrection, save in virtue of what it is in itself. The Christian 
principle includes and proceeds upon faith in Christ, on the assur
ance of reconciliation and unity with God, on the fellowship of the 
spirit, whose communications are the beginning and the condition 
of the whole new relation; and it lifts the Christian up so high 
in the religious life, that all things give place to the idea of the 
absolute with which he is inspired : he knows that neither death 
nor life, neither things present nor things to come, can separate 
him from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In this absolute con
sciousness he already possesses that life which is superior to every
thing worldly, fleeting, and finite; and all that remains is that 
this life should manifest itself outwardly and extensively in the 
resurrection of the body. 

In order to understand how the physical and the spiritual 
elements are both comprehended and united in this life of which 
Christ is the principle, we have only to remember that the apostle 
represents the development of this life as the continued negation 
of the opposite principle of death. It is in the victory it achieves 
over death that its power and energy are manifested. To the 
Christian consciousness death is already abolished ; it remains that 
it should be abolished in outward fact The resurrection is 
not merely a life given to men by Christ at a certain definite 
point of time: it is a life which men receive now, and which 
carries with it the triumph of life over death. Each stage in the 
development of this principle is thus a stage in the victory over 
death. Every man rises again in his own order, the apostle says, 
verse 2 3 . There are therefore several distinct stages of the process. 
The first negation of death is the resurrection of Christ himself, 
for he is risen from the dead as the firstfruits of them that slept: 
the principle is identical with his person, and he was necessarily 
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the first in whom it proved its power to conquer death. The 
second negation of death is the resurrection of those who belong to 
Christ, at his coming. At the Parousia of Christ, those who are 
dead rise again, those who are still living at the time are changed. 
Though they have not yet died and fallen under death's dominion, 
yet the principle of death is in them, and they would necessarily 
succumb to it sooner or later. In them also, therefore, death has 
to be overcome, the mortal in them has to be transmuted into 
immortality, else they cannot share that life which begins with 
the resurrection for those who rise. Flesh and blood cannot in
herit the kingdom of God, nor can the corruptible, this material 
and sensuous life which is composed of earthly elements, inherit 
incorruption. On this account the apostle designates as a mystery 
what was an unavoidable feature of his view of the future life as 
a post-resurrection life. It was a mystery in so far as it was not 
clearly realized—that all would not have died at the time of 
Christ's coming, but that all would undergo a transformation 
(since the resurrection is also a transformation); in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, as soon as it sounds, 
the dead will be raised incorruptible, ,and the living will be 
changed. For according to the order ordained by God, in which 
the whole process moves, from which the victory of the principle 
of life over the principle of death is to result, it cannot but be the 
case that this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this 
mortal, immortality, 1 Cor. xv. 50-53. After the resurrection of 
the dead, and the transformation of the living, comes the end, the 
end of the whole present history ; then, that is to say, when Christ 
delivers up the kingdom to God and the Father, when he shall 
have destroyed every rule and every authority and power, for he 
must reign till he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death, for he has put all 
things under his feet. But when it is said that all things are put 
under him, it is manifest that this means all things except him 
who put all things under him. And when all things are subdued 
under him, then shall he himself, the Son, subject himself also to 
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him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all: vv. 
2 4 - 2 8 . It is very evident that the apostle here regards the whole 
history of the world and men as the scene of the conflict of two 
principles, one of which has sway at first, but is then attacked and 
conquered and entirely destroyed by the other. The first of these 
principles is death; the history of the world begins with this one, 
and comes to a close when death, and with death the entire dual
ism of which the course of history is the development, has entirely 
disappeared from it. In order to break the might of the principle 
of death, Christ appeared at the time appointed him as the Son of 
God the Father. God caused him, as it were, to issue from him
self, enters in him into the process of history, and subjects himself 
in him to the limitations of the world in its subjection to the 
principle of death; that in the finite the principle of infinity may 
be born and appear, and the world of death be changed into the 
world of life. The power of the death-principle is broken by the 
resurrection of Jesus, yet the life-principle cannot assert its full 
supremacy as long as the world's history still goes on in time. 
Thus the common division of history into the ante-Messianic and 
the Messianic period is replaced in the apostle's mind by the higher 
view that we are now in the alcov O5TO9, and that the alcov fieXXeov 
is to follow it. Now is the world of opposition and of struggle : 
Christ bears rule in the name of God, but only that he may sub
due all hostile powers in which the principle of death continues 
to assert itself. The world to come is the higher world where 
the battle between life and death has been fought out, and the 
victory is complete; where every jar is stilled. Here the eternal 
and absolute God, who stands above all, takes back into himself, 
out of the historical process in which the world he had created 
stood over against him, all that is his, and embraces it all in the 
eternal unity of his own undivided essence. If the conflict of the 
two principles, life and death, be now concluded, and transformed 
to unity, then Christ, who is identical with the principle of life, 
cannot be any longer outside of God,—he must be in God. The 
opposition through which God sought to bring about the unity of 

P 
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the world with himself has now come to an end, and there is no 
longer any need of mediation or of a mediator. Corruption has 
put on incorruption, the mortal has put on immortality, and the 
words of Scripture are fulfilled: death is swallowed up in victory; 
death is robbed of its sting. The apostle adds, The sting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law; but the victory is given 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. In these words he recapitulates 
the momenta through which the transition from the one principle 
to the other takes place inwardly as well as outwardly. The 
mediation consists, in a word, in this : that the life in which death 
is overcome and abolished is the hiKalcoa^ fow/? (Eom. v. 18). 

Here we might ask if God's being all-in-all is held to imply 
the final cessation of evil by the conversion of the wicked and of 
the devil. The question might be answered in different ways, but 
is of slight importance. It makes little difference in the main, 
whether the evil powers continue to exist in a state of entire ex
haustion and impotence, or whether they be at last attracted by 
the irresistible power of good. Whatever be thought on the 
question, it must be perfectly clear that if death is to be robbed 
of his last sting, then there can be no eternal punishment. 

Among the changes to take place in this development of the 
world's history there are two which we may mention specially. 
They are connected with the great final catastrophe, one in the 
physical, the other in the moral world. The first is the transfigura
tion of external nature spoken of by the apostle, Eom. viii. 19 sq. 
Nature is to be set free from the vanity and finiteness to which 
she has been made subject, and to be raised to the state of liberty 
which is the glory of the sons of God. Thus external nature also 
is one day to wear the likeness of that unshadowed Christian con
sciousness which is at one with itself and God, and is absolved 
from every limitation. The other occurrence which the apostle 
expects from the future is the conversion of the Jews. The blind
ness of a part of the Jews, he says, Eom. xi. 2 5 , will last only till 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in to the Christian body. Then 
all Israel will be saved. If this is to happen only after the con-
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version of all the Gentiles, then it must be at the end, just before 
the Parousia, and the general resurrection. And the apostle ex
pected that he himself would live to see the Parousia! What 
mighty events did he compress into the immediate future ! But 
he has not given his reasons for these two expectations, nor did 
he make definite doctrines of them. 



S E V E N T H C H A P T E R 

FAITH, LOVE, AND HOPE, AS THE THREE MOMENTA OF CHRISTIAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS. 

T H E process of the world's history is thus divided into two great 

periods, with Adam at the head of the first and Christ at the head 

of the second. The first comes to an end in the present world; 

the second has its beginning here, but stretches into the infinite 

beyond of the world to come. The Christian consciousness is 

similarly divided between the two elements of the past and of 

the future. It goes back in Adam to the past, and follows the 

whole process of the history that lies between Adam and Christ; 

and in Christ it directs its view to the most distant future, reaches 

out to the consummation of all things, and finds its rest in the 

result that lies behind that consummation, in God who has then 

become all in all. As directed to the past, the Christian con

sciousness is Christian faith; as directed to the future, it is 

Christian hope. Christian faith must of necessity be directed to 

the past. It is indeed the living present consciousness of Christ's 

dwelling in us through his spirit; yet the proper object of faith 

is something that has happened, that is past, and in this instance 

it is the death of Christ upon the cross. All the different 

momenta of Christian faith are centred in the cross. And it is 

impossible to understand these momenta except by tracing them 

backwards, and going up through the series, sin, death, law, to 

Adam, with whom the series originated. Christian faith is essen

tially historical; what is immediate in it has yet been mediated 

by past events, and has its roots in the past. Faith, therefore, 

goes back to the past. It does not, however, take its stand at any 
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one point of the past, it is under the necessity of going back to the 
beginning; from the beginning it is led forward again from stage 
to stage, from the past to the present, from the present to the 
future. Thus faith stands in the present as an element of con
sciousness, but lives in the past This attitude of the mind 
towards the past comes out very distinctly in the view that every
thing in the past has reference to us, and happened principally for 
our sake. In the history of the Old Testament, in the fortunes and 
vicissitudes of the ancient people, the apostle finds a multitude of 
types of the various aspects of Christianity. He says, 1 Cor. x. 6; 
after mentioning a number of occurrences from the Old Testament, 
ravra TVTTOI r\plv eyevrjBrjcrav, that we should not lust after evil 
things, nor be idolaters, etc. All this happened to them as a type, 
and had reference to the future. The past thus contains a picture 
of the future, and does not find the object which it serves save in 
that future. Hence it is written for our admonition, eU ov? rd 
reXrj r&v alcovcov KaTTjurrjaev, on whom the end of the world's 
history is advancing, on whom the last eventful time is just about 
to break, in which that history shall reach its end and consumma
tion The whole interest of the world's history is concentrated in 
the rikr) r&v alwvcov; here every event is solemn and important; 
to this period all past events have been converging; this period 
all past events have been prefiguring. Thus the past is consulted 
for an explanation of the present. But not only so: the present 
itself points us forward; it also is to reach a fulfilment in the 
future. The chief interest of the Christian consciousness is in 
th# future, and thus faith, including as it does all the momenta of 
the Christian consciousness, yet admitting of different aspects and 
expressions, comes to be hope or longing. In thinking of the 
future, the faith which justifies assumes the character of hope. 
In the spirit, the apostle says, GaL v. 5, that is, in our Christian 
consciousness, we look through faith for righteousness or justifica
tion as the object of our hope (ekTrh 8i/ccuocrvvr)$ as 2 Cor. i. 22, 
dp pa ft cov TOV irvevpLaTos, the irvevpui as dppaftcov), we expect that 
that tji/catocrvvr}, which is the object of our hope, will be realized. 
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Though justification belongs to the present as being Trvevfuirt and 
€K 7r/<rr€G)9, yet as €X7r29 8IKCUO<TVVT]<; it is placed in the future. 
The divine act of justification is only accomplished in the blessed
ness of the future ; this is a part of SttcatovaOat, thus faith may 
come to be more occupied with the future than with the present, 
and then it will be hope. The Christian's whole thought, and 
desire, and effort is occupied with the future; he is drawn to it 
by all the ties by which he is bound to Christ. He knows—for 
the apostle's words, 2 Cor. iv. 14, may be understood of Christians 
as Christians—" that he who raised up the Lord Jesus from the dead 
will raise up us also by Jesus. For this cause we do not weary, 
but though our outward man perish, yet our inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our transitory light afflictions procure 
for us a transcendently exalted and eternal glory, while we look 
not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen, 
for the visible is temporal, but the invisible is eternal" The 
visible present is a vanishing momentum of the future which is 
as yet invisible; if the two be held side by side it cannot but 
appear that the sufferings of the present time are of no account 
whatever in comparison with the glory which the future will 
make manifest in us. The Christian cannot but long for this 
glory, the thought of which engrosses him; his whole mind and 
soul are possessed with longing, and he even imputes his own 
mood to outward physical nature and thinks that it sympathizes 
with his yearning. " For expectant nature waits for the manifesta
tion of the sons of God, for the catastrophe at which they shall 
appear in their glory as the sons and heirs of God. For nature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but for the sake of him 
who subjected her; the hope being reserved to her, that she also 
should be freed from the bondage of corruption to the freedom 
which is the glory of the sons of God. For we know that all 
nature groans with us, and is in travail from of old till now : and 
not only she, but we also, who have the firstfruits of the spirit, 
we also groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, the 
redemption of our body. For we have been saved for hope (our 
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salvation is only the object of hope): but a hope which is.visible 
is no hope: for what a man sees he can no longer be hoping for. 
But if we hope for what we see not, then we wait for it with 
patience," Bom. viii. 18-25. Thus everything is summed up in 
hope: the deepest feeling of the Christian's heart is yearning,—the 
patient waiting for what is yet to come. Even the spirit, which 
the Christian has already received, and in which the blessings of 
the gospel are already consciously his, even the spirit is only an 
dnrapxjri, only the sacred initiation, only the pledge of something 
higher which has yet to come, of this namely: that the mortal 
shall be swallowed up of life, 2 Cor. v. 5. This being so, the 
apostle proceeds :—" I have always good courage, and look beyond 
the present to the future. I know that so long as I am in the 
body I am absent from the Lord, for we walk in faith not by 
sight, but I have good courage and wish rather to go forth out of 
the body and to be at home with the Lord," w . 6-8. By force of 
yearning after the Lord and reaching forth towards him beyond 
the present to the future, the present and the future come to 
appear to the apostle to lie quite close together. Everything 
seemed to be pressing on to the close, all existing relations and 
arrangements were uncertain, and on the brink of being dissolved, 
1 Cor. vii. 29. The future world was already beginning to appear, 
he believed that he himself was to live to see the appearance of the 
Lord when he should come again and close the world's history by 
his arrival, 1 Cor xv. 52. 

Thus the Christian lives only in the future; the present has no 
interest except as pointing to the future; so little does it weigh in 
itself, that if the present has been filled with a hope in Christ 
which is not to have its fulfilment in the future, then Christians 
are of all men most miserable; that if there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then those are right who say : Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die, 1 Cor. xv. 19, 32. The consciousness of the 
Christian has nothing in itself to hold on to, if it do not go out 
beyond the present. The consciousness of atonement and unity 
with God is indeed such a blessed thing that there is no greater 
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happiness for a man than to be by his holy life a temple of the 
indwelling God; and yet here it is as if it were not so, as if all 
this blessedness and holiness of soul were nothing in itself, and 
were of value only in the light of the future. There could be no 
stronger expression of the Christian's dependence on the world to 
come. 

And is it then the case that the Christian has nothing in him
self now, and irrespective of what the future is to bring, that can 
lift him up absolutely above the limitations of his existence ? Is 
the infiniteness of the Christian consciousness a thing yet to be 
attained, and not already present ? To this we answer, that where 
faith is as yet nothing more than hope, and the spirit works only 
as the dwapxn, there love comes in as a new element. The 
apostle describes the nature of love in the classical passage, 1 Cor. 
xiii.; without it, he says, the most distinguished spiritual gifts are 
nothing worth, since it is love alone that teaches how to use them 
well, so that they are really serviceable. Of the highest practical 
virtues it is the same, the utmost devotion and self-sacrifice are 
worthless if they do not proceed from love. He goes on to 
describe love and invest it with every possible distinction as the 
moral quality by means of which man becomes free from every 
selfish feeling, lives not for himself, but only for others, and has no 
ends but such as are lofty and universal Thus it is love which 
gives the Christian consciousness and life its absolute value. 
Even faith is nothing without love, though love again is simply 
faith actively operative. In comparison with faith and hope, then, 
the apostle distinctly calls love the greatest, since she is what she 
is immediately and absolutely, and therefore always remains what 
she is. She is greater than hope, for when the fulfilment comes 
hope ceases to exist; and she is greater than faith, for faith does 
not reach its object immediately, but mediately, it is not a 
irepLTrarelv hid elbow. Our present knowledge is obscure and dim, 
not a seeing face to face. This knowing in part has to give place 
to perfect knowledge, this mediate and reflected knowledge to the 
immediate and direct. Even faith as a form of knowledge will 
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cease to be when it rises into sight. Thus love is the greatest of 
the three momenta of the Christian consciousness; it remains what 
it is, it has absolute value even in the present Now if love have 
absolute value in herself, if it be possible for the Christian even 
now to be filled with a love which leaves everything that is 
particular, egoistic, and limited, behind, and is her own reward 
instead of having to expect her reward in the future world,—if this 
be so, then is it not quite untrue to say that if there be no 
resurrection of the dead there is nothing better to be done than 
to eat and drink, since this life makes an end of all, and it is all 
the same whether a man lives so or so ? If love be in herself of 
absolute value, then she is so without the resurrection, and all the 
more the more she is without any ulterior interest to inspire her. 
But the reason of her having this absolute value is that the 
principle of the Christian consciousness from which she also 
springs, faith with all that makes up its living contents, has 
absolute value in itself. Faith, love, and hope, are the three 
momenta of the Christian consciousness, the three essential forms 
in which it finds expression; but while to faith and hope that 
infinity of the subject which Christianity promises is reserved for 
the transcendent hereafter, and is unattained here, love possesses 
that infinity here and now as her own immanent virtue. FLIOTIV SI 

wydTrr)*: evepyov/ie'vr} is irlan? in possession of those absolute con
tents, which to nrltrnv as expressed in eKiriv were still unattained 
and only to be expected from the future world. Love, therefore, 
or faith in the form of love, is a greater thing than hope. What 
faith is theoretically love realizes, a consciousness that is free 
within itself, and absolved from all limits and barriers. Thus the 
three momenta in which the apostle while at the highest stage of 
his contemplation sums up the whole contents of his Christian 
consciousness coincide with that principle, as ,we sought to 
apprehend and to develop it at the outset of our discussion. 



E I G H T H C H A P T E R 

SPECIAL DISCUSSION OF CERTAIN SUBORDINATE DOGMATIC QUESTIONS. 

IN the preceding chapters we have been considering the Pauline 

doctrine as a connected and organic system, in which one idea rose 

logically out of the other, till the whole stood before us. W e have 

still to consider some questions which may serve to throw light on 

individual points of the apostle's system, though they do not 

materially affect its main positions. The question of greatest import

ance under this head is, how the apostle conceived of the higher 

nature of Christ. His doctrine of Christ is not indeed a key to his 

system; that system can be quite well examined and described 

even before this question is discussed; yet we must of course devote 

some attention to it, and we may dispose of several other points at 

the same time. 

1. The conception or the essence of religion. 

If it be asked what is the apostle's conception of religion, or what 

he held to be the essential element of religion, we must, of course, 

answer—Faith. This is man's part in religion; what is to put man 

in a right relation towards God is faith and what springs out of faith. 

The chief proposition of the apostle's doctrine of justification, oavdpco-

iros etc Trlarem giprerat, contains his definition of religion. Beligion 

is essentially faith. Faith is taken here not in its contracted, but in 

its widest sense; it is faith in that which God must have in him

self in order to make man blessed, confidence in his omnipotence. 

With regard to faith in Jesus, faith, that is, in its more specific 

sense, when the apostle means to exhibit that element in it which 

belongs to religion generally, he uses the expression Tnarevew €7rl 

rov eyelpavTa 'Irjcrovv TOV Kvpiov r)p,£>v IK v€Kp£>v (Eom. iv. 24). 
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And the distinguishing feature of Abraham's faith is that he be
lieved in God as the ^COOTTOLCOV T O V 9 veKpov? KCU KOX&V TCL pur) ovra 
©9 ovra (ver. 1 7 ) . This faith, that God can bring about what seems 
impossible, contains, on the one hand, an expression of absolute 
dependence on God, and, on the other, an attitude of mind, in which 
the standard of possibility is not taken from what actually is, which 
surmounts the present reality, and takes account not only of the 
visible, but also of the invisible. Faith here means, to abstract from 
self and from one's own subjectivity, and to cast one's-self on the 
objective by which the subject is determined. It is the trustful 
surrender of the whole man to God. The ground of this confidence 
is not only God's omnipotence, but also his love; but first of all it 
must be his omnipotence, because if God is to be the object of con
fidence, he must, first of all, have the power to do what love sug
gests. The most essential element of religion is thus, that man feel 
his dependence on God, and place an unlimited trust in him. 

The apostle, however, counts not only faith and confidence to be 
of the essence of religion, but also a certain amount and kind of 
action. He says, Eom. ii. 1 3 , that not the hearers but the doers 
of the law are just before God; the difference between circumcision 
and uncircumcision is given up, but is replaced by that between 
the observance and the non-observance of the law. For circum
cision profits if one keeps the law, but if one be a transgressor of 
the law then circumcision is made uncircumcision. If then uncir
cumcision observes what the law pronounces to be right and good, 
then uncircumcision is counted for circumcision. And the uncir
cumcision that is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judges him who with 
the letter and with circumcision is a transgressor of the law. For 
it does not matter what one is outwardly, but only what one is 
inwardly in regard to the spirit with which he keeps the law (Eom. 
i i 2 5 ) . Compare 1 Cor. vii 1 9 : Circumcision is nothing and un
circumcision is nothing; the main point is the Tqprjcn<s evroXav 
Qeov. This view of the essence of religion rests on the idea that 
justification by works of the law is abstractly a possible road to 
attain that salvation which is religion's ultimate end. If we omit, 
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what the apostle teaches further, that this road does not actually 
lead to that end, then the essence of religion must be the 
doing, the observance, of the commandments of God. But works 
and faith are related to each other in respect of the essence of re
ligion as Si/cacovcrOat e£ epycov vdpov to Succuovcdai IK Triarecov; 
works, as distinguished from and separate from faith cannot but 
be imperfect, and can only be the essence of religion in one of its 
lower stages. At a higher stage that essence is faith. 

There are, however, some indications that the apostle regarded 
knowledge as the highest region in which religion moves, and 
placed knowing above both doing and believing. 

He draws a contrast between dim and obscured seeing in a mirror, 
and seeing face to face; between his piecemeal knowledge now, and 
that which was to come, the knowing perfectly as he was known 
(1 Cor. xiii. 12). These last words may be understood either 
generally, thus: 1 shall be both the subject and the object of the 
knowledge of the future world, where all is clear and transparent; or 
they may be taken of the knowledge of God: my knowledge of God 
will be as immediate and absolute as God's knowledge of me. In 
any case the highest stage and form of religion is to the apostle that 
in which it is an immediate relation of spirit to spirit; if man's 
knowledge of God be as absolute as God's knowledge of man, then 
it is nothing but a knowledge identical with itself, the identity 
of subject and object in pure knowledge. Of the same knowledge 
the apostle says, 1 Cor. viii. 3, If any man love God, the same is 
known of him. The context of the passage is not satisfied by the 
interpretation Deo probatur. The apostle is speaking, verse 2, of 
the yvcbais which (frvaiol, of the yvcoais which is disjoined from love; 
and says that this is not the right knowledge, that there can be no 
right yvcbats without the KCLOCOV Bel yv&vai, which nothing but love 
can supply. Then he takes up the converse, verse 3, referring yv&aiv 
to drydirr}, and here he cannot mean anything but this,—that in the 
true cuydirr) the true yvcoaw is also contained. In such a man the 
conception of yv&ais is realized through his being known by God 
in loving God. This passive, being known, implies the active, 



CHAP. V I I I . ] DISCUSSION OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS. 2 3 7 

knowing: as the object of the absolute divine knowledge he is also 
the subject of it, in so far as it is in him, as he, the object of it, 
has it in himself. Thus he is not only the object, but also the 
depositary, the subject of this divine knowledge of him. Thus 
religion is also knowledge—the highest absolute knowledge on 
man's part, as on God's part. God is known by man in the same 
absolute way as man by God; in this same absolute knowledge 
God and man are one. 

2 . The doctrine of God.1 

What is most remarkable in the apostle's doctrine of God is how 
he seeks to remove from the idea of God everything particular, 
limited and finite, and to retain nothing but the pure idea of the 
absolute. The final result of the whole world-process is that God 
may be all in all, and this point of view is consistently adhered to 
throughout. Whatever subject he happens to be considering, its 
reference to God is always an essential part of it; and the more he 
labours to grasp the subject in all its various aspects, and exhibit 
the whole system of its parts and connexions, the more does the 
whole train of thought seem to carry him at last by a natural attrac
tion to the absolute idea of God, to find there his conclusion and 
resting-place. As everything proceeds from God, so everything is 
to be referred to him. The one God is the Father, ef? ov ra irdvra 
Kal r)neh eh avrov (1 Cor. viii. 6), or in the more comprehensive 
expression of Rom. x i 36, e£ avrov Kal Si avrov Kal eU avrov ra 
irdvra, all things proceed from him, all things come to actuality 
through him, all things have in him their final purpose. As God 
in this absolute sense, he is further the Father of Jesus Christ, by 
whom the whole work of redemption was ordained: rd irdvra ex 
rov Qeov, rov KaraKKd^avro*; r)pud$ iavrp Sid 'Irjaov Xpiarov 
( 2 Cor. v. 18). This constant reference to the one and universally 
efficient causality of God, and the consequent feelings of gratitude 
and wonder at God's greatness and goodness, causes the apostle to 
break out in direct doxology, as in Rom. ix. 5, 2 Cor. i. 3, xi. 31. 
This view of the absoluteness of the idea of God is the root of the 

i Cf. Neutest. Theol. 205 sq. 
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apostle's universalism; he declares repeatedly that God is as much 
the God of the Gentiles as of the Jews, and that in this matter there 
is no respect of persons with God (Rom. ii. 1 1 , iii 2 9 , x. 1 2 ) . Chris
tianity indeed is simply the negation of all particularism to the end 
that the pure and absolute idea of God may be realized in humanity. 
The barriers which divide Jews from Gentiles are removed in the 
justification that is by faith, because faith is the freest way of jus
tification, and the only way that answers to the absolute idea of God 
(Rom. iii 30). But God has proved himself from the very begin
ning to be the God of the Gentiles; he did not leave them without 
a witness; he could not do so, for it belongs to the idea of God 
that he should manifest himself. To yv&orov rov Qeov <f>avepdv 
eo-TL ev avroU, the apostle says (Rom. i. 19),—for God has mani
fested it to them, for the invisible things of him are spiritually be
held since the foundation of the world, both his eternal power and 
his divinity. This sentence implies, on the one hand, that it be
longs to the essence of God to reveal himself, and, on the other, 
that his absolute nature cannot be revealed by any revelation. 
Invisible as it essentially is, it became visible so far as the invisible 
can become visible, through the creation of the world and all that 
God has been doing since then, through all God's works in nature. 
But then this is brought about only through the instrumentality 
of thought: rd ad para... voovpueva tcaOopdrac: it is only through 
thought that it comes to presentation. This knowledge of God 
through the works of nature is not immediate but mediate; nature 
may be made the subject of thought and contemplation, and, from 
the operations that are visible there, we may infer an invisible 
cause. The apostle thus indicates that the conclusion from effect 
to cause is the natural way to the knowledge of God. That which 
is known of God in this way is his power, and in general the 
divinity of his nature. Whether Becon)? be understood specially 
of the goodness of God as a further element in his nature, and 
different from his power, or, more accurately, of the sum of his 
divine attributes in general, in any case the apostle places the 
power of God before all his other attributes. It is the property by 
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which God calls the non-existent to exist (rd fir) ovra ©9 ovra 
/caXel, Eom. iv. 17). By his omnipotence God created the world; 
and Christianity, as a spiritual creation, is also to be referred to his 
omnipotence. The same God at whose command light shon£ out 
of darkness has also, as the apostle says (2 Cor. iv. 6) (here he is 
speaking of himself personally, but what he says is true of all 
Christians), shined into our hearts, to give us a clear knowledge of 
the glory of God as it appears on the face of Jesus Christ. Chris
tianity is a creation of light, as the first appearance of the world 
was; as creator of the world God called the non-existent into 
existence, and that important event on which Christianity depends, 
the resurrection of Jesus, is a similar act of his omnipotence (the 
Apostle places the ^(ooiroteiv TOV9 ve/epow in the same category with 
the icaXelv TCL fir) ovra m ovra, Eom. iv. 17). Thus while the general 
conception which the Christian consciousness entertains of God is 
that he is the Father of Jesus Christ, this conception is further 
defined in this way: that God is he who raised up Jesus from the 
dead (Eom. iv. 24, 25, 2 Cor. iv. 14). The reason for the omni
potence of God occupying so large a place in the Christian con
sciousness of him is, that it is essential to be assured that he 
Sward's icrrc KCU iroirjcrcu what he has promised (Eom iv. 21). Next 
to his omnipotence, however, is his love: for his love is the first 
and highest cause to which the whole work of redemption which 
he ordained and set in motion, is to be referred (Eom. v. 8, viii 38, 
2 Cor. xiii. 13). But his love cannot have its way without satis
faction being done to his justice: for his justice is the attribute 
through which that relation between God and man which is ade
quate to the idea of God must be accomplished. Thus Christianity 
and the scheme of salvation which it declares is itself a revelation 
of God's justice (Eom. i. 17). When his justice has been satisfied 
then his love appears in the forgiveness of sins as grace, and, where 
grace prevails, the wrath of God, his retributive justice, has no 
longer any part to play. 

3. The doctrine of Christ 

Our consideration of the Pauline doctrine has not as yet carried 
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us beyond the idea of the /cvpios, the risen and glorified Lord, All 
that that doctrine involves in regard to the person of Christ is that 
Christianity could not have inaugurated the new epoch, which 
dates from the resurrection of Christ, and reaches its full accom
plishment at the end of the world, if Christ did not possess in the 
higher dignity to which he has ascended the principle of that new 
life which is to prevail when death has been subdued. But the 
higher dignity which Christ attained after his resurrection suggests 
to us very naturally that we should direct our view backwards and 
inquire, what is Christ ? What was he before he entered on his 
human existence ? He was sent as the Son of God: he entered 
as the Son of God, at the time which God had fore-ordained, into 
the history of humanity and of the world (Bom. viii. 3, GaL iv. 4). 
This, however, indicates nothing more than his exalted office as 
Messiah. These expressions do not inform us whether he was the 
son of God before he was sent, or became the son of God by being 
sent. W e have therefore to look for something more than this wo? 
Oeov, and to inquire how much is implied in his pre-existence. 
This question has been frequently discussed of late,1 yet the apostle's 
position on this subject has never yet been accurately determined. 
It is clear on the one side that a pre-existence such as that of the 
Johannine Logos-doctrine cannot be tracedin our apostle's writings; 
yet on the other side, it is equally clear that we cannot believe 
him to have regarded Christ's personality as originating only in his 

human existence. W e have to define what the view is that is 
» 

situated between these two extremes. 
By this time there should surely be little doubt among inter

preters that Christ is not called God at Bom. ix. 5. When we 
consider how absolute the idea of God is to the apostle, how 
powerfully the absoluteness of God had taken possession of his 
mind, and how distinctly and consistently he represents the rela-

1 Cf. my Geschichte von der Lehre der Dreieinigkeit u.s.w., 1 ThL p. 8 1 . 

Zeller, Ueber einige Fragen in Betreff der neutestamentlichen Theologie, Theol. 

Jahrb. 1842, p. 51 sq. Kostlin, der Lehrb. des Evangeliums und der Briefe Joh. 

und die verwandten neutest. Lehrb. 1843, p. 290 sq. Theol. Jahrb. 1845, p. 8 9 sq. 
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tion of Christ to God as one of subordination, we cannot possibly 
believe that in this one passage he meant to describe Christ as the 
absolute God exalted above all. The Pauline mode of thought on 
such subjects recognises the limits of the monotheism of Judaism, 
and such an expression would be simply inconsistent with that 
monotheism. Nor is there any reason why these doxological 
phrases should be taken in a different sense from the other doxo-
logies which occur in the apostle's writings. W h y should they 
not be a doxology referring to God ? For this is what the context 
requires. It is said that the preceding TO Kara adptca leads us to 
expect some higher predicate to be ascribed to Christ. But that is 
not the case : the apostle's intention here is not, as Bom. i. 3, to 
expound his conception of Christ in all its elements, and to indi
cate that in him which is more than the adp%. If this were his 
intention, it is certainly carried out in a very different way from 
what we find in Bom. L 3,—indeed in a very peculiar and inex
plicable way. What he is saying here is simply that one of the 
great advantages by which the Israelites are distinguished, is that 
Christ appeared among them, and as a descendant of their fathers, 
that Christ, in fact, belongs first of all to them. He feared, how
ever, to allow too much to the particularism of the Jews, and so he 
had to modify what he had said of Christ's descent by adding that 
this applied only to the natural extraction of the Messiah; that it 
was only Kara adpKa. And this did not require to be balanced 
by another opposite predicate any more than the yevdpevo? i/c 
yvvcu/cbs of Gal iv. 4. Here then we have a passage in which the 
apostle sums up all the benefits and advantages conferred on the 
Israelites by God : and the climax of all these is said to be that 
the Messiah appeared among them, and as the descendant of their 
fathers; and what is more natural than that, when he arrived at 
that climax, he should give utterance to his feelings of thanks and 
adoration ? In doing so he uses the words eh TOVS al&vas, as if 
to indicate that proofs like these of the divine favour, which the 
Israelites had enjoyed, could never be obliterated, nor cease at any 
future time to be a ground of gratitude and praise. De Wette 

Q 
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thinks it unnatural that God should be spoken of as the Being who 
is all in all, as if purposely to overshadow Christ: yet it cannot be 
alleged that there is no sufficient reason for thus subordinating 
Christ to God, and for this doxology in which God is praised. 
The passage, if properly understood, proves exactly the opposite of 
what is commonly deduced from it; it proves, namely, how little 
it consisted with the apostle's ideas to place Christ on an equality 
with God, and to give him the name of God. 

The passage 1 Cor. viii. 6 affords much more plausible grounds 
for the assertion that the apostle ascribed divine pre-existence to 
Christ. That this is the force of the words &V ov ra irdvra teal 
rjfieU oV avrov, is argued on the following'grounds :—1. That it is 
implied in the analogy of these words with the preceding ov ra 
irdvra, and that the expression used of God, Bom. x i 36, is pre
cisely identical 2. That it is implied in the collocation of irdvra 
and r)fieh, the latter being understood most naturally of the whole 
body of Christians, and the former of the totality of things existing. 
3. That the context requires it. The reason given here why 
Christians need not scruple to eat meat offered to idols is the 
same as that given x. 25 sq., viz., that the meat which is dedi
cated to idols belongs in fact to the God of the Christians. This is 
what is meant by the words ef ov r. IT. Now what is said here 
of Christ must be meant to have the same force as what was said 
before of God, and the conclusion is : You are at liberty to eat 
what the heathens have presented to their masters, for this also 
belongs to your master, Christ, since it, with all existing things, was 
made by him.1 In spite of all this, I still fail to see that this is the 
correct interpretation of the passage. As for the last of the three 
points, the words do not bear the meaning that is put into them; there 
is no such immediate reference to the flesh offered to idols. What 
the apostle means is just this, that the etSccika as such have no reality, 
for though there be many so-called gods, higher and lower (Oeol and 
/cvpioi,), yet they are no true existences. Christians only have the 
one God, the Father, from whom all things are, and to whom the 

1 Zeller, op. cit. p. 57 . 
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Christian has to refer all things; and the one Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things are, and through whom Christians also 
are. Thus if the formal distinction drawn in heathenism between 
0€ol and Kvpioi be a correct one, yet only in Christianity are there 
a flea? and a /cvpios who answer to the distinction. In this passage 
also we have to observe that Christ is not himself called God ; he 
is placed beside the one God as tcvpm, as a subordinate being, 
corresponding to those beings of lower rank whom the heathens 
worshipped in addition to the beings they called gods, and who 
stood in a more familiar relation to men than the gods did. What 
does this show with regard to the pre-existence of Christ ? If the 
distinction between the 0eo9 and /cvpios be a clear and well-defined 
distinction, then it is very improbable that the apostle ascribed to 
Christ as /cvpios the highest prerogative of deity, the creation of 
the world. If everything were created by him, then, of course, he 
would be not only /cvpios but Qeo9. The Logos is ©€09, just because 
all things were made by him. The only conclusion open to us in 
interpreting this passage is therefore that between the creation (e£ 
airov ra irdvra) and the consummation (fjp,ei<; eU airov), the apostle 
interpolates what is attributed to Christ, in the words teal e?9 . . . 
hi avrov, that is, the government and preservation of inanimate 
beings. Td irdvra will then be all that is continually coming to 
pass throughout the course of time; all things that come to pass in 
whatever way come to pass through Christ; and we also are what 
we are through him.1 

This rendering of the irdvra attributed to Chfist is certainly 
quite consistent with his character as icvpios; yet if we reflect upon 
the sense in which the apostle uses the particle Sea of Christ in 
other passages, we shall see that this rendering of irdvra ascribes # 

too much to him. 2 Cor. v. 17, 18, he says that at the standpoint 
of the Christian consciousness all things are become new, ra he 
irdvra e/c rov Qeov rod KaraWagavros r)p,a<; eavrw hid 'Irjaov 
Xpiorov. Here also all things are of God, because God is always 
the ultimate causality from which all things proceed. But these 

1 Kostlin, op. cii. p. 3 0 9 . 
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words are obviously inclusive of the rd irdvra hid 'Iijoov Xpiorov. 
All that Christ has done for the redemption and salvation of men is 
regarded by the apostle as done by God through Christ (Sid—Eom. 
i. 5, iii 24, 25, v. 2, 9, 10, 11, 18, etc) This irdvra Sid 'Irjoov 
Xpiorov is a part of the ra rrdvra IK rov Oeov. Thus we see that 
the words 1 Cor. viii 6, ef ov xa rrdvra Kal Tjpueiv Si avrov, refer not 
only to the creation of the world, but also to the work of redemp
tion in all its parts. Now is it not obvious that the words immedi
ately following these, Si ov ra rrdvra Kal rjp,eh Si avrov, do not 
cover more than the rd rrdvra of 2 Cor. v. 18, and signify all 
things referring to the redemption and atonement wrought by God 
Sid 'Irjoov Xpiorov. 

Another of the principal loci from which it is sought to show 
that the pre-existence of Christ occurs in Paul's writings is 1 Cor. 
x. 4. There may be a question, it is said, as to the exact sense in 
which Christ is called the spiritual rock which followed the Israel
ites in the wilderness; yet there can be no question, that he is 
represented as living, and in some way active at that time. I do 
not see that even this is necessarily implied in the passage. Christ 
is called a rrlrpa rrvevpbariKi) in that sense only in which it is said 
of the Israelites that they TO avrb fip&pia rrvevpxiriKov €<f>ayov and 
TO avrb rrdp^a rrvevpxvriKov eiriov. Now the reason why the manna 
is called a spiritual food, and the water which sprang up in the 
wilderness a spiritual drink, is simply that they are invested with 
a symbolical reference to the Lord's Supper. Here as elsewhere 
that is called pneumatical which appears to be the higher spiritual 
sense of Scripture in the light of allegorical interpretation. And 
when the apostle calls Christ the rrvevpLariicq rrerpa, that simply 
means that he gave an allegorical meaning to the rock which 
followed the Israelites, and discovered in it a type of Christ. W e 
should at any rate require more evidence before we' could allow 
that this passage contains an assertion of Christ's pre-existence, 
and of his actual working in his pre-existent state. 

Nor is this pre-existence to be extracted from the passage 
2 Cor. viii. 9 . Accurately interpreted that passage simply affirms 
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tjiat Christ was podr (not became poor), although he was rich : i.e. 
that he lived in poverty and low estate, though as the redeemer he 
was rich enough to make us rich with the grace of the redemption 
which he brought us.1 It is true that spiritual riches are not a 
direct contradiction to outward poverty; but the point is just that 
we ought to have the same self-sacrificing spirit as Christ had, who 
was poor and lowly, though exalted so far above us in the riches of 
his grace. 

Thus none of these passages is enough to prove that the apostle 
ascribed pre-existence to Christ, a divine glory antecedent to his 
human existence. None of the predicates which he applies to 
Christ refers to a previous existence : he calls him simply /cvpios, 
never Oe6$. Indeed it cannot be allowed that he could possibly 
have regarded him as God v He calls him a man, not meaning 
thereby that there was a human side of his nature; he calls him 
man in a way which precludes us from thinking of a higher 
divine nature essentially belonging to him. Over against the one 
man through whom sin and death entered into the world, he is the 
eh av0pa>7ro$ 'Irjcrovs Xpiaros, in whom the grace of God has been 
extended to many, Eom. v. 15. As by a man came death, so by 
a man came the resurrection of the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 21. As Adam 
was the first man and earthy, so he is the second man, the Lord 
from heaven, verse 47. What does the apostle mean by such state
ments as these, but that Christ was essentially man, man like 
Adam, only man in a higher sense ? All that is left for us to ask 
is what that higher conception is which is to be connected with the 
person of Christ over and above that of human nature. The apostle 
calls the higher principle of the person of Christ the spiritual, the 
heavenly, in him, and that not in the sense that a divine principle 
different from human nature had been added to that human nature 
from without; the higher principle is the purer form of human 
nature itself. As the pneumatical man, as the Lord from heaven, 
Christ is, in a word, the archetypal man; and this archetypal man 
does not exist merely in idea, he exhibits in a real form what man 

1 Kxtetlin, p. 310 . 
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is according to the principles of his nature. Adam is the earthly, 
psychical man, who has fallen under the power of sin and death, 
but Christ is the spiritual heavenly man, the man in whom the 
lower side of human nature has completely given place to 
the higher, the sinless man. That Christ was without sin 
(JIT) yvov? dpaprlav, 2 Cor. v. 21) is an essential part of his 
character as distinguished from that of Adam. As sin began 
to manifest its power in Adam, so the principle of death also 
made its appearance in his person; Christ, on the other hand, 
as he is free from sin, is also free from death: not only was he 
not subject to the principle of death, he had within himself the 
opposite principle of life, the life-giving spirit Thus though 
Christ had a physical nature like all other men, he yet differed 
from them in this respect, that his adp^ was not affected by the 
principle of sin and death, and was only a opolcopa aapicos dp,ap-
T«i9, Rom. viii 3. This expression refers simply to the sinlessness 
of his human nature. As being free from sin, he ought not to have 
died ; yet he was subject to the necessity of death, not on his own 
account, but in virtue of his office, in which he took upon himself 
the sins of men. But how could he die? Though descended 
Kara crdptca from the fathers of his nation and from Adam, yet he 
had in himself no element of death; the principle of his nature was 
the opposite of that of Adam's, was the life-giving spirit. The ex
planation of this is, that though flesh, sin, and death are inter-de
pendent, and proceed the one out of the other, yet the adpf; cannot 
be conceived but as essentially mortal If the <rapf did not carry 
in itself the element of liability to death, it could not be considered 
that the death of Christ as one dying only in the opolcopua aapKo? 
dpaprlas was a true and actual death. Yet though he died truly 
and actually, he died only in the flesh; the life-giving spirit in 
him, the spiritual principle which constituted his true essence, could 
not be affected by death. How is it then that the apostle regards 
it as an act of God's omnipotence that Christ was not subdued by 
the death that had reigned since 'Adam, but rose again from the 
dead? Was this not a necessary consequence of his immortal, 
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spiritual, and heavenly nature? It cannot be asserted that his 
resurrection was only the resurrection of his body; for the resur
rection is, in the apostle's view, the entrance into humanity of that 
principle of life which Christ procured for it, and by which the 
reign of death was broken. If Christ had not risen, this would not 
import merely that his body had not been revived, while the 
spiritual principle that was identical with his person still continued. 
It is only through his resurrection that he has become the irvevfia 
tyxriroiovv in which iravre^ ̂ cocrrroi/riOricrovrau How then can that 
be regarded as an operation of the divine omnipotence, and one 
extending only to Christ's body, which is simply the manifestation 
of his higher spiritual nature in its superiority to the mortality of 
the body ? Here we see the apostle involved in the inconsistency 
which attaches unavoidably to every attempt to hold at the same 
time to a theory carried out logically to its ultimate consequences, 
and to the miracles of supernaturalism. The whole of Christianity 
depends in his estimation on the miracle of Christ's resurrection ; 
yet, at the same time, we see him deducing his view of what 
Christianity is essentially, as the communication of a new life-
principle, or as the stage at which man becomes conscious of the 
infiniteness of his nature, from purely historical and logical con
siderations. While holding its supernatural origin, he yet 
demonstrates how it springs naturally from the opposition of the 
psychical and the pneumatical, of the earthly and the heavenly, 
or of Adam and Christ, that is of man on the lower, and on the 
higher side of his nature, as these opposites form the successive 
momenta of a process which is developed in accordance with an 
immanent principle. 

Christ is thus essentially man, the archetypal man in whom the 
higher principle of human nature appears. Did he begin to exist 
as such only when he was born as a human individual in the per
son of Jesus of Nazareth ? The first is not the pneumatical, as the 
apostle says, 1 Cor. xv. 46, but the psychical, and the pneumati
cal follows it; at the same time, however, both of these are 
momenta of, and are included in, a unity. That the pneumatical 
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comes after the psychical is true, of course, only of the development 
in time. The pneumatical is not accounted for by indicating its 
origin in time. And if Christ represents in himself this higher 
principle of human nature, then this conception of what he is refers 
us back, beyond his merely individual existence, to the general 
out of which the individual proceeds. Thus we are not unprepared 
to find our apostle familial* with the idea of Christ's pre-existence. 
Besides the passages we have already discussed, Eom. i. 4 has been 
interpreted in this way, and it has been thought that the irvevfia 
dryuoavvrjv there spoken of is itself the element in which the higher 
pre-existent personality of Christ consists.1 Before this can be 
admitted, however, we must ask how these two things consist with 
one another : firstly, that Christ is, as the apostle declares, essen
tially man; and secondly, that his personality is distinctively spirit: 
so that the spirit existed in him, antecedently to his human exis
tence, in the form of a human personality. W e are shut up to 
regard this as his conception when we remember how he calls 
Christ the spiritual, heavenly man, the Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 
47, the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. i i 8, the spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 17, and that 
not only in respect of his having been exalted and glorified through 
his resurrection, but without qualification, in respect of his whole 
being. Christ is, as the apostle says, 2 Cor. iii. 17, TO Trvev/m, the 
spirit itself; the substance of his being is spirit. Now the apostle 
appears to have conceived the essence of spirit to be an immaterial 
light-substance; in unfolding his conception of the spirit which 
the Lord is, he says that we all, who behold with unveiled face 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from one 
glory to another, as could not fail to be the case, since the Lord is 
the spirit The essence of the spirit, and consequently the essence 
of Christ, is thus clearness, brilliancy, Sofa; it finds its analogy in 
the brilliant light ofv which the apostle speaks as shining from the 
face of Moses. In this spiritual brilliance of Christ the eternal 
luminous essence of God himself is reflected. The apostle speaks, 
2 Cor. iv. 6, of God, the creator of light, shining into our hearts 

1 Zeller, on the nvtvpa ayi>a<rvvrjs9 Rom. i. 4 . Theol. Jahrb. i. 486 8q. 
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7T/309 (fxOTKTfJLOV TYj? yV(OCT€(D$ $0$1fi TOV &€0V €V TTpoaWITfp 

'Irjcrov Xpiarov, to make clear the knowledge of the glorious light 
reflected from the face of Christ as it was once reflected from the 
face of Moses. Christ is himself the image of God, and as the 
glory of God is reflected in him, so it is reflected again from him 
in the gospel (evayyekiov rr)$ Sdgrjs rov Xpiarov), the knowledge 
of which produces a bright light in the man who receives it, 2 
Cor. iv. 4 . Thus we see distinctly that Christ is related as he is 
to God just because he is essentially spirit; it belongs * to the 
spiritual light-nature of God to reflect itself in something outward, 
and thus, as Christ is TO irvevpba he is also Kvpios T779 So^9, essen
tially spirit and light. And he is this not only in consequence of 
his exaltation, but essentially and originally. His exaltation 
brought about the full realization of what he was already, what 
had not been visible when he was crucified by the apypvre*} rov 
Koapiov. But though thus the revpios rr)<; ho%q$, he is also essen
tially man,—the pneumatical, heavenly man. The apostle thus 
appears to have conceived of Christ's pre-existent personality as 
the spiritual luminous figure of the archetypal man. And here a 
further question is suggested: what are the relations between this 
ideal first man and the historical first man, Adam ? On one side 
they are far asunder; on another side they bear a relation to each 
other, which is analogous to the relation between God and Christ. 
The passage 1 Cor. xi. 3 may give us some insight into the apostle's 
peculiar ways of thinking here. It is said there that the head of 
the man is Christ, that the head of the woman is the man. that the 
head of Christ is God. The man is the el/cow Kal 8d%a Geov, the 
woman is the Sofa, the luminous reflex, of the man. From this 
point of view it seems that the first man can be nothing but the 
reflex and the likeness of the archetypal man, of Christ. There is 
however this mighty difference between the two, that the one is 
merely earthly and psychical, while the other is heavenly and 
spiritual. The apostle does not indicate further how this contrast 
arose; we may be certain, however, that he did not conceive that 
Adam existed first in a state of perfection, and came to be what 
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he was afterwards ; he says of him, speaking of his essential nature, 
that he was merely a yftvxn Ifiaa, 1 Cor. xv. 45. The apostle 
considers it according to the universal order of nature that the 
psychical should be developed first in humanity, and then the 
spiritual; and if this was the case, then of course what Christ was 
ideally, as the archetypal man, could not be realized in humanity 
till after the period of the earthly, psychical man. Not till then 
did God cause the archetypal man, the icvpm hd%n*> *° enter into 
humanity as his Son, his own Son, GaL iv. 4, Eom. viii. 3, 32. 
He entered into humanity as one ev opoidsp&Ti crap/cbs apaprlax, 
yevopuevo^ ex yvvcu/cos,—predicates which agree very well with the 
conception of the person of Christ which we have arrived at 
above. It has been said, and with great justice, that the stress 
here laid upon the circumstances that the Son of God had a human 
body and was born of a woman, clearly shows the writer to have 
regarded his personality as not inseparable from a human body, as 
in the case of other men; while it certainly shows at the same 
time that he considered Christ to have existed in such a body 
before his appearance in the world.1 The apostle's view can 
scarcely have been any other than this, that Christ existed already 
subjectively for himself, and was invested with a opjoiwpxi crap/co? 
dpiapTias, at the time when he appeared as a man, and in order 
that he might so appear. The view would thus be the same as 
that expressed in the second Epistle of Clemens Eomanus to the 
Corinthians, chap, viii, with the simple words, 6 Kvpm &v p,ev TO 
irp&rov TTvevpa, eyevero <rdpt;. This view is strictly consistent 
with the monotheism of Judaism, and differs radically froni the 
Johannine view. The pre-existing subject is not the \0y09, ©eo?, 
but the Trvevpui, Christ, who, as the levpuos Sofiy?, is the irvevpui, 
2 Cor. iii 17. Now though Christ appeared only in a opmUap,a 
crapfcbs dpapTidsy yet his appearance in the crap!; makes him 
really and perfectly a man. There is nothing to suggest a super
natural origin ; on the contrary, the apostle seems to exclude such 
an idea when he says that God sent his Son as one yevdpbevov he 

1 TheoL Jahrb. 1842, p. 58. 
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yvvcu/cb?, Gal. iv. 4, or as one yevdpuevov etc arreppbarov Aa0i8 
Kara crdpica, Eom. i. 3. How the apostle reconciled the sinlessness 
of Christ with his natural human generation we have no means of 
deciding. It is certainly unnecessary to assert that the two can
not possibly occur in one person; this is an inference from the 
doctrine of original sin, a doctrine of a later age and with which 
Paul was unacquainted. With the apostle it is only through 
actual sin that the <rdp% becomes the seat of the dpaprca. 

Thus it is through his human birth that Christ enters into 
humanity as the Son of God. Over against the yeveaOai e/e 
<nre'pp,aTos Aaftlh Kara <rdp/ca, however, the apostle places the 
opiadfjvai vrrb Oeov ev Bvvdpet Kara rrvevpba cvyuoovvrjs dvaord-
cecov ve/cpcbv. What this rrvevpba dr/uoo'vvrjv denotes is a further 
and somewhat obscure point in the Pauline Christology. As 
being rrvevpba, it must, as we have already remarked, be that 
element in which the higher pre-existent personality of Christ 
consists. The peculiar expression, rrvevpba cvyioyovvrjs, with which 
the rrvevpba is further defined, can only be explained by an accurate 
examination of the passage Eom. i. 3, 4, where it is used. The 
apostle is seeking to express the fulness of his faith in the Messi
anic dignity of Christ at the outset of his Epistle by summing up 
all the momenta that enter into that conception. Christ is the 
Messiah in virtue of his being the son of David: to the Judaao-
Christians at Eome, this was the first and principal criterion. But 
to the apostle a much more important criterion of his Messiah-
ship is his resurrection from the dead. What Christ is physically 
as the son of David, he is spiritually through his resurrection; this 
is the spiritual credentials of his Messianic dignity, for this first 
of all supplied an actual proof that the spirit which alone could 
make him the Messiah was actually resident in him. And this is 
the proper meaning of the rrvevpba cuyicoovprp. Christians are 
ay to?, because Christ himself is par excellence the dyco?; and he 
is the 07*09 because he has in himself absolutely the rrvevpba, the 
rrvevpba dycov. The spirit is the principle in virtue of which 
Christ is the Messiah, it is the immanent principle of his Messianic 
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office; and the apostle calls this spirit, which is essential to the 

Messiah, the irvev/ia cvyieocrvvrfi. As being born of the seed of 

David he was the Messiah, the Son of God, according to the flesh; 

but he has been attested to be the Son of God in a powerful man

ner (the apostle says ev Swdfiei, either to mark the resurrection 

as an act of the divine omnipotence, or to indicate that this alone 

was the true and real attestation of Christ's Messiahship), by the 

resurrection of the dead which took place in him in accordance 

with the Messianic spirit indwelling in him The irvevfia cbyuo-

crvvry; is thus simply the Messianic spirit, and would not by itself 

be any proof of pre-existenca W e have not, however, to regard 

it by itself, but in its connexion with the other momenta we have 

been discussing. The irvevpui cbyiaavvr)? presupposes.the irvevpba, 

in which Christ's personality is broadly said to consist 

W e have thus three momenta in which the personality of Christ 

is defined: 1. Christ is essentially and substantially spirit, 6 tcvpio? 

TO irvevjjLa eartv, 2 Cor. iii 17, i.e. spirit absolutely, as God him

self is essentially spirit. This spiritual nature of Christ necessarily 

implies the idea of pre-existence. 2 . In Christ's appearance in 

humanity, irvevp.a, the essential element of his personality, assumes 

the form of the Messianic spirit; it is the irvevpji cvyicoavvryi. 3. 

The resurrection proves Christ to be the Son of God in the highest 

sense; at this point the irvevpa dyuoavvrp asserts itself in its full 

power and significance as the irvevpa faoiroiovv, 1 Cor. xv. 45. 

What the irvevpxi dyuoavvr)? is for Christ's own person, the irvevpui 

faoTToiovv is for humanity; it is the life-principle that works in 

humanity, makes an end of sin and death, and raises the mortal 

adpf; to the glorious image of the heavenly man. All that he is as 

TO irvev\ia, as the tcvpcos rr]f; Bdgrjs, the tevpios ef ovpavov, the euciov 

TOV Geov, the wvevpuiTiKo^ errovpdvLos avOpamos, as the archetypal 

man in whom the image of God resides and is displayed, all this is 

introduced into humanity by his coming in the o/xo/w/ia crap/co? 

dpLaprlas, to kill and to destroy the crapf*. And all this that 

he is, is accomplished and realized in humanity when the whole of 

humanity is formed after his image. For those who become the 
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children of God through the spirit of God or the spirit of Christ, 
them God Trpocopure crvppdpcpovs TT}? el/covo? TOV vlov avrov; eU 
TO elvai avrbv TrpeororoKov ev woWois de)€\<f>oi<;, Eom. viii. 29. It 
is an essential thought of the Pauline Christology that Christ is the 
image of God. This image of God, which he wears in his spiritual 
light-nature, prefigures the unity of God and man. Christ is essen
tially man; but as the archetypal, spiritual, heavenly man, he is also 
the God-man, or the Son of God, the ?Sw vlos Qeov. But the 
apostle never calls him simply God. This characteristic of the 
Pauline Christology shows us how strictly Jewish its conceptions 
are. The apostle has nowhere ignored the barrier which separates 
the Son of God from God, on the contrary, he holds fast to the 
position that Christ is essentially and substantially man. He is 
at the same time TO rrvevp.a, the spiritual man untainted by sin. 
Thus he is the ideal and archetypal man, and in this sense the 
Kvpio? rrj<; 

4. The doctrine of angels and demons. 
In the Epistles of which we take account in this inquiry, the 

apostle speaks very little of angels, and where he does speak of 
them it is not with any dogmatic intention, but only by way of 
illustration, and proverbially: Eom. viii. 38 ,1 Cor. vi. 3, iv. 9, xiii. 
.1 ; GaL i. 8, iv. 14 sq. W e notice especially that he does not even 
mention the relation of the angels to Christ, as is the case in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, where the higher dignity of Christ is 
defined by his relation to the angels. This lay outside of the 
apostle's sphere of vision; Christ, though he be the Kvpio? T^? 
So'fiy?, is yet with him too essentially a man to be thought of in 
such relations. The apostle's ideas about the angels are altogether 
vague; to him they are certain superior superhuman beings stand
ing between God and the world of human life. He even assumes, 
in accordance with the later and especially Alexandrine tradition, 
that the law was given through the angels; but this merely proved 
tp him that the Mosaic legislation was of a subordinate character. 

1 The Vorlesungen liber neutest. Theologie, pp. 186-195, agree in the main 
with the above discussion. 
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It would hardly be worth while to make special mention of the 
apostle's angelology were it not for one passage in his Epistles, from 
which it might appear that he laid greater stress upon this doctrine 
than his other expressions on the subject would lead us to expect 
I mean the passage 1 Cor. x i 10. Here the apostle is admonish
ing the Corinthian women not to let themselves be seen with 
uncovered head, and for this he gives a reason : For this cause 
ought the woman to have a sign of the power (not of the power 
which she has, but of the power which her husband has over her; 
this is unquestionably the meaning of egovola) upon her head, 
because of the angels. Women are thus to wear a veil because of 
the angels; but why, what is the connexion between the one thing 
and the other ? Different explanations have been advanced, but 
they are all alike unsatisfactory. An attentive consideration of 
the contents and connexion of the passage can lead us to but one 
conclusion: that as the words Sid rov? dr/yckow cannot possibly 
have arisen out of anything in the apostle's own religious conscious
ness, they cannot be considered to be part of the original text. 
Observe how unconnected these words are here, and how they 
destroy the sense. The apostle's main proposition is this: the 
woman must wear a veil as a sign of her subjection to the man, 
for she is, as the apostle explains, e£ dvSpos and Sid rbv dvSpa. 
Therefore o<f>etkei r) yvvrj e^ovaiav e^ew/. It is clear that hid, 
rovro refers to what goes before; so far the argument is clear. 
But how is it interrupted and confused if Sid rovs cvyyeXovs be 
added, as if a parallel to Sid rovro ? The reason given before was 
quite sufficient; there is no place for this new and foreign reason, 
a thing to which not the slightest reference is made either in what 
precedes or in what follows. Our apostle is not such a writer as 
could destroy the logic of his argument with such an awkward 
interpolation. The sense most probably to be attributed to these 
detached and isolated words suggests to us that they were originally 
a gloss on the text. An early Christian, such a one as was much 
occupied with Jewish representations, might imagine, what the 
apostle Paul himself could never imagine, that the veiling of 
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women was advisable as a precaution against what had once hap
pened to the angels before, Gen. vi. 1. Or he may have thought 
that the custom of women's wearing veils had been instituted as a 
memento of that occurrence, and for a standing admonition. The 
words Sod TOV? ayvetau? were added as a gloss to indicate this view, 
and were then taken up into the text without regard to their effect 
on the sense. The view we have indicated was actually current 
during the early centuries; we find it actually applied to impress 
upon women that their head-dress should be such as to give no 
occasion for unchaste desires. This appears most clearly from a 
passage in the Testament of the twelve patriarchs, in the Testament 
of Rubens, chap v.: irpoGTaaaere rah ywaiglv vficov teal ral<s 
OvyaTpdciv, eva pur) fcocrpcovrac rd? tcefaXas Kal ra? ctyrei? aitr&v 
ovra) yap eOeXgav TOU? eyprfydpov? (the angels as guardian spirits) 
irpo TOV KaTaKkvo-puov.1 A Christian who was acquainted with 
these views would very naturally be led to think of them in con
nexion with this passage. To dispense with the veil he would 
think was to hold out one of the most dangerous of all temp
tations. Both of these considerations, then, the isolated position 
of the words, and the probability of their having originated in 
a gloss, make us hesitate to ascribe such a view to the apostle. He 
may have held a view like this, but never as a thing of such 
importance. 

With regard to demons, the point we have to consider is how 
the apostle conceived them to be related to the heathen deities. 
The question arises in two passages : 1 Cor. viii 4-6, and x. 19-21, 

1 Cf. Tertullian, D e Velandis Virg., c. 7 : Si propter angelos scilicet quos 
legimuB a Deo et coelo excidisse ob concupiscentiam feminarum, quis praesumere 
potest, tales angelos maculata jam corpora et humanae libidinis reliquia deside-
rasse, ut non ad virgines potius exarserint quarum flos etiam humanam libidinem 
excusat. Debet ergo adumbrari facies tarn periculosa, quae etiam ad coelum 
scandala jaculata est, ut cum Deo adsistens, cui rea est angelorum extermina-
tortim, caeteris quoque angelis erubescat, et malam illam aliquando libertatem 
capitis sui comprimat, jam nec hominum oculis offerendam. C. 1 7 : Nobis 
dominus etiam revelationibus velaminis spatia metatus est. Nam cuidam sorori 
nostri angelus in somnis cervices, quasi applauderet verberans, elegantes, inquit 
cervices, et merito nudae. Bonum est usque ad lumbos a capite veleris, ne et 
tibi ista cervicum libertas non prosit. 
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The first passage has greatly perplexed the interpreters. Riickert 
thinks it most likely that the apostle does not admit with regard 
to the idols of the heathen that they are truly gods, but does admit 
that there are many other beings of higher than human nature, and 
that these possess a certain power over men and over the inanimate 
world, in virtue of which power they may be called /cvpioi, and even 
Oeol, though destitute of any proper title to be worshipped by men 
as Oeol. The apostle, Riickert thinks, actually assumed the exist
ence of such beings as angels and demons. But he does not speak 
of angels and demons; he speaks of Oeol and /cvpioi. And he 
denies that they have any objective existence—as the argument 
and the idea of the passage distinctly prove. His immediate 
object is to represent the eating of meat offered to idols as a thing 
entirely indifferent. There are no idols, he says; an eicxoXov is 
a thing that has no reality in the world. Such gods as those of 
the heathens do not exist at all; there is only one God. For 
though there be so-called gods in heaven and on earth, as people 
talk of gods in the plural and believe in them, as in this sense 
there are many gods and many lords, yet for us, to our religious 
consciousness as Christians, there is only one God and only one 
Lord. There can be nothing clearer than that the apostle makes 
the existence of the heathen gods a matter of mere XeyeaOai; 
allows their existence only in so far as they are represented and 
spoken of after the manner of polytheism as gods really existing. 
They are Oeol and /cvpioi not really, but only to the imagination. 

.We have to remark, however, on the other hand, that the reality 
and objective existence of the heathen gods is denied only in so far 
as it is claimed for them that they are Oeol and /cvpioi, gods pro
perly so called. This does not exclude the supposition that these 
beings who have no real existence as gods do yet exist actually and 
objectively not as gods but as demons. This is the apostle's posi
tion in the second passage. Here he takes up the other side of the 
question. His former assertion that an eihcoXov is nothing, and 
that therefore neither is an elBwXoOvrov any true eiBccikdOvrov (for 
nothing can be offered to an idol which has no existence), is not 
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recalled but modified and supplemented by a further statement. 
This is, that what the heathens offer they offer to demons and not 
to God, and that one cannot therefore partake in the heathen sacri
ficial feasts without coming into communion with demons. For it 
is from the nature of the case impossible—it is a contradiction—to 
drink the cup of the Lord and at the same time the cup of demons; 
to partake of the Lord's table and at the same time of the table of 
demons; to practise religious rites which connect us with beings of 
entirely opposite natures. Thus the apostle appears to have held 
the view which afterwards became so general, that heathenism was 
the empire of demons, and essentially demoniacal With the 
apostle, however, the view has two sides : on the one side heathen
ism is demoniacal, on the other it does not deal with realities at 
all, it is a mere matter of imagination.1 But the one element of 
heathenism cannot be separated from the other. The apostle 
regards the relation of heathenism to Christianity as one of absolute 
contradiction, not only in the subjective sense that one who has 

1 W h a t Neander says (Planting and Training, i. 2 4 3 and 511) on the two pas
sages under discussion is in part indefinite, and in part manifestly erroneous. 
In the passage viii. 5 he thinks the apostle is merely contrasting two different 
subjective standpoints, and that there is nothing said of the relations these bear 
to the objective. W h a t is spoken of here, however, is not two subjective stand
points, but the subjective nature of polytheism, whose gods are merely imagined 
gods, and the objective nature of Christian monotheism. On the passage x. 2 0 
Neander says, " verse 2 0 is to be interpreted in the light of the preceding verse. If 
we admitted that Paul described the heathen deities as evil spirits, then we should 
need to suppose that he wished to guard against that misunderstanding to which 
the previous comparison might have given rise, that he really acknowledged their 
divinities to be divine. But this is inconceivable. On the other hand, his words 
might be understood in such a way as if he considered these divinities to be real 
beings (though evil spirits), and hence ascribed objective importance to what was 
offered to them. To correct this mistake he says now, that he is speaking only 
of what the heathens believed subjectively from their own standpoint, which 
was the opposite of the Christian, that those beings to whom they sacrificed Were 
dcufi6via in the Hellenic sense of the term." H o w misty, how mistaken ! W h a t 
business have the daifiovui in the Hellenic sense here ? The apostle means demons 
in the ordinary Jewish sense, and he says clearly enough that he holds them to be 
the beings to whom the heathens sacrifice. The matter becomes intelligible at once 
when we admit the light of the apostle's simple distinction. H e denied the 
existence of the heathen gods as gods or idols (etdaXoi/ is a supposititious god): he 
had room, however, for the assumption that they were evil spirits. 

R 
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become a Christian cannot be a heathen at the same time, bnt 
objectively. The two are related to each other as the false 
religion and the true. For what fellowship has righteousness with 
unrighteousness, or light with darkness, and what concord has 
Christ with Belial, etc. ? 2 Cor. v i 14. 

5. The doctrine of the divine predestination. 
"With the apostle everything runs up into the absolute idea of 

God; this is his favourite point of view for every subject he may 
be considering. And thus he deduces the salvation of man, from 
its first beginning to its final accomplishment, from a decree passed 
by God on the case of each individual. W e know, he says, Eom 
viii 28, that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to those who are called in accordance with a decree which 
he has passed. For those whom he foreknew (fixed in his con
sciousness as objects of knowledge), them he also predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
first-born among many brethren; and those whom he predes
tinated, them he also called; and whom he called, them he also 
justified; and whom he justified, them he also glorified. Here the 
apostle makes it as clear as possible, that in the first beginning, 
which he places in the divine decree, the whole series of the sub
sequent stages was contained, which proceed by necessary sequence 
one out of the other. The first stage, the being foreknown, implies 
the last, the being glorified into the image of Christ, as its natural 
and necessary consequence. So soon as the divine decree has been 
arrived at, the process, the objective realization of the idea, moves 
forward by logical necessity. The subjective element in the 
realization is not, however, excluded, for as it was said before, it is 
only those who love God who can be the objects of his decree. In 
the ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Bomans, on the other hand, 
we seem to find the idea of an absolute predestination. Here, 
however, everything depends, as we have already indicated, on a 
proper apprehension of the position which this chapter and the 
doctrine it contains occupy in regard to the whole system. The 
apostle is dealing with the different aspects in which the relation 
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of Israel to the kingdom of God, or the benefits of Christianity, is 
to be regarded. He goes back to the absolute will of God, and 
argues that no one can derive from his outward position any right 
to make definite claims on God, since in such things as depend on 
the absolute will of God there can be no such thing as injustice 
towards one party or another. This standpoint, where we are referred 
to the absolute will of God, is of course liable to be compared with 
another where the man complaining of injustice at God's hands is 
reminded of his own sins voluntarily committed. The apostle, 
however, makes no attempt to reconcile these two positions. 
Neither here nor anywhere else does he feel called upon to deal 
with speculative extremes. And in whatever way the question 
between freedom and predestination be adjusted in speculation, the 
two positions, that of absolute dependence and that of moral self-
determination are both involved and rooted in the immediate Chris
tian self-consciousness. Thus all that is hard, repellent, and one
sided in the argument of Eom. ix., is to be regarded merely as the 
extreme logical consequence of one of two positions. It is true, 
we must admit, but then there is the truth of the opposite position, 
which the apostle himself takes up afterwards, to be placed over 
against it In making the practical application of his main pro
position, verse 30, as he had developed it, verses 6-29, the apostle 
turns from the objective view of the matter to the subjective. The 
will of God being an absolute will, it is necessary to recognise it 
as such, and to remember our absolute dependence upon God. As 
the absolute will of God is not determined by anything human, so 
men's guilt is great if they refuse to recognise this dependence. 
With regard to the promises of God, the question is not whether a 
man belongs externally.to the people of God, but whether he is 
himself elect of God, verses 6-9. It is of God's free choice to prefer 
one and to reject another, verses 10-13. Nor is this arbitrary choice 
to be regarded as an injustice on God's part, for man has no right 
to reclaim against him, the Lord of his fate, verses 14-21. And 
man is the less entitled to dispute God's absolute right of 
disposal when he considers that in those who are devoted to 
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destruction, God's longsuffering and retributive justice and omni
potence are manifested, and in the others the fulness of his grace, 
since he has called us as vessels of mercy from among both Jews 
and Gentiles, verses 2 2 - 2 9 . The conclusion that is reached through 
all these considerations is that it does not depend on a man's will
ing and running; that the heathen obtained what they were not 
seeking, and the Jews did not obtain what they were seeking, 
namely, righteousness. And the reason of this was that righteous
ness is not to be obtained by seeking it through the law and the 
works of the law, but by faith alone. Thus the Jews brought their 
fate upon themselves ; they did not obtain righteousness because 
they attached value to their own righteousness and did not submit 
themselves to the way of the divine appointment, through which 
righteousness may be obtained. For with Christ the life that is 
under the law has an end, and righteousness may now be obtained 
through faith by all, both Jews and Gentiles. Salvation is only 
to be had through faith. Though Moses teaches a righteousness 
that is to be achieved in the way of the law, yet it cannot be 
obtained, nor the salvation that proceeds from it, save by doing all 
that the law ̂  contains. But the righteousness that comes from 
faith is so near every man that he need not go far to seek it, either 
to heaven, as if Christ had to be brought down from above, or 
to the depths, as if he had to be brought up from the dead. It is 
offered freely and at once, and has only to be laid, hold of. There 
can be no excuse for the want of a faith like this. 

It is obvious that as in chapter ix. the apostle seems to argue for 
absolute predestination, so in chapter x. he takes up the opposite 
position. Here the cause of the rejection of Israel is found not in 
the will of God, but in their own wilful unbelief. This is no solu
tion of the problem of predestination; the one position is simply 
set over against the other. In chapter xl , however, the apostle 
approaches the same question in a different way. From the sub
jective side he recurs again to the objective. Israel is undoubtedly 
the chosen people of God, the subject of his promises. And what 
God has promised must be fulfilled. God cannot have rejected 
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the people whom he foreknew (yrpoeyva), xi. 2 , in the same sense as 
viii 2 9 ) . What then of the unbelief of the people ? how can God's 
decree be accomplished in spite of their unbelief? To bring out 
this point the apostle enters on a teleological view of the world, 
from which it appears that everything must be subjected sooner or 
later to the absolute idea of God. The decree of the election 
of Israel is accomplished in the following momenta:—1. God 
has not cast away his people, since a part at least of them is 
accepted in virtue of his gracious choice, though the rest are 
hardened, x i 1 - 1 0 . 2 . This hardening is certainly in contradic
tion with God's decree, yet it is not without its uses; it is not 
meant to lead to the final exclusion of the Jews, but only to pro
vide an opportunity for the conversion of the Gentiles. 3 . The 
hardening is only for a time, and will issue at last in the general 
conversion of Israel. This last point is reached by way of deduc
tion from the other two. If the fall of them be the riches of the 
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more will their general entrance into the Messianic king
dom and blessedness bring about a great era of salvation ? For if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world (of the Gentiles 
with God), what can the receiving of them be but the quickening of 
the dead, the last great catastrophe which we look for at the resurrec
tion of the dead at the end of the world ? If then the hardening of 
Israel be so full of blessing even for the heathen, it cannot but 
have blessed consequences for Israel also. The final and universal 
conversion of the Jews may also be inferred from the beginning 
which has already been made. For if the first fruit be holy, the 
lump is also holy, and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 
The hardening of a part of the Jews, then, can only last till all the 
heathens have entered in, and then all Israel will be saved. The 
apostle grounds this hope and confidence on the original election of 
Israel attested by the divine promises. For if in regard to the 
gospel they be hated of God for the sake of the Gentiles (inasmuch 
as the Gentiles believe—as it is God's will that the Gentiles should 
obtain salvation—through the unbelief of the Jews), yet as regards 
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the election they are beloved of God for the fathers' sake. For 
God cannot revoke his gifts and calling. As the Gentiles were 
once disobedient to God, but have now, through the disobedience of 
the Jews, become the objects of God's mercy, so have the Jews in 
their turn become disobedient, that in consequence of the mercy 
shown to the Gentiles they also might obtain mercy. For God 
has concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all. And here the apostle sees the depth of thariches of the wis
dom and the knowledge of God; the unsearchableness^of his judg
ments ; the mystery and hiddenness of his ways ; the absolute 
dependence of all on God, since from Him all things proceed, 
through Him all things come to pass, and to Him all things tend. 

The apostle's main idea is the universality of the grace of God; 
no man can be excluded from it, it must extend at last to all, both 
Jews and Gentiles, in order to achieve the end it has in view. 
Grace being absolute, and it being impossible that what God has 
promised should remain unfulfilled, the apostle infers that the 
ends of grace must be realized universally. This universalism of 
grace, however, contains a decidedly particularist element. Grace 
may be universal in its operation, yet the peculiar object of the 
divine decree of the bestowal of grace and salvation (the irpoOecns 
KCVT €/e\oyr)v Eom. ix. 11, the ifcXoyr) x i 28, e/ckoyrj j^a/nro?, 
xi. 5) are the Jews as descendants of the patriarchs to whom God 
gave his promises. God's decree is therefore particular, inasmuch 
as it applies only to the Jews and not to the Gentiles. And it 
is also an absolute decree, for the election of the Jews precludes 
the possibility of their being cast away; it cannot be thought that 
the promise God has given to the Jews can remain unfulfilled. 
Now, how does it agree with this particularism and this absolute
ness that the Gentiles have been brought into the kingdom of 
God, and that by far the greater part of the Jews is excluded from 
it ? It is inconceivable except in this way, that each of these two 
events, the reception of the Gentiles and the exclusion of the 
Jews, is considered as itself constituting a momentum in the 
realization of the divine decree. The apostle does so regard the 
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reception of the Gentiles when he asserts that the Gentiles have 
been received only for the Jews' sake. The Jews have stumbled, 
he says, x i 1 1 , not to fall for ever; but rather through their fall 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to provoke the Jews to 
emulation. Through their unbelief the Jews have been broken 
off as branches from the olive tree, and the Gentiles stand by 
faith as branches on the tree, verse 2 0 . But blindness happened to 
a part of Israel, till the fulness of the Gentiles should have come 
in to the kingdom of God, verse 2 5 . For the fact that the Jews did 
not receive the Gospel the apostle has no explanation but this: 
that what was wanting on the side of the Jews for the accomplish
ment of the divine decree was to take place on the other side, 
that of the Gentiles. The Jews did not submit themselves to the 
divine ordinance of justification by faith; and so, as justification 
could only be by faith, it had to be received by the Gentiles. 
Thus the unbelief of the Jews has provided, as it were, an oppor
tunity for the Gentiles to obtain a part of that salvation, to which 
they had no claim in virtue of any election. They take part in 
it because in justification by faith God has opened up a way in 
which it is possible for them also to obtain it. But the position 
which they occupy in thus partaking of the gospel is in reality 
merely that of substitutes for the Jews. They receive the gospel 
in virtue of that election of which the Jews were the objects 
originally; they, the branches of a wild olive tree, are grafted into 
the good olive tree. Here the particularism of the election appears 
in a very strong light. Particularism is to lead to universalism at 
last, but the idea of the particular decree is not departed from. 
Now if the divine mercy has been extended to the Gentiles in 
this way, it is impossible that the Jews, on the basis of whose 
election the Gentiles have obtained mercy, should continue to be 
excluded from that mercy themselves, verse 3 1 . Their blindness 
cannot shut out mercy from them for ever; their election cannot 
remain for ever unfulfilled. And though they be at present in a 
state of blindness, unbelief, and disobedience, that merely shows 
that their unbelief is a stage upon the road to the divine mercy. 
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For it is God's intention to carry out his decree of grace through 
disobedience and not otherwise. He has concluded all in dis
obedience, in order to have mercy upon all, says the apostle. Thus 
he does not hesitate to ascribe this disobedience not merely 
to a permission, but to an ordinance, of God; he regards the dis
obedience as a momentum through which the mercy is mediated, 
and which disappears in mercy as the end and consummation 
Which it subserves and ushers in. 

What grace is in the absolute conception of it must of necessity 
be realized, and as grace would not be absolute if it were not 
universal, it requires the universal mercy of God for its realiza
tion. Now how is this absoluteness and universality of grace, 
this objective character of grace, to be reconciled with freedom on 
the part of man ? The apostle's whole doctrine of faith shows how 
important the subjective element is to him, and even in the dis
cussion of chapter x i everything turns on faith and unbelief, 
obedience and disobedience. But what importance can be 
ascribed to the subjective element of faith, if it be the case that 
grace is so absolute that it necessarily overcomes sooner or later 
every possible opposition, and gathers in all things to the embrace 
of universal mercy ? All that we can say on this point is that the 
apostle does not by any means slur over the subjective side in 
favour of the objective; that he lets the two stand side by side 
without showing how they harmonize. On the one hand, all that 
grace must be in order to be absolute is to be developed and to 
become actual; and on the other hand, there is to be no com
promise of the self-determination of the subject, the free and 
voluntary exercise of faith. How these two can be reconciled the 
apostle has nowhere shown. He is indeed thoroughly familiar with 
all the processes of subjective consciousness, and has the faculty of 
illuminating its inmost recesses; yet his interest is engrossed still 
more in the objective development which is determined by the 
absolute idea of God. Heathenism, Judaism, and Christianity, are 
to him great historical opposites, general forms of religious develop
ment ; he regards not the individuals, but the masses, and in the 
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light of his well-assured Christian consciousness all the questions 
and riddles of the world find their solution in this one conception • 
that all things are to be subordinated at last to the absolute idea 
of Christianity, to be penetrated by it and received up into its 
unity. He takes a broad majestic sweep through the whole course 
of historical development, and traces it from stage to stage; but 
his Christian consciousness hurries him forward so fast towards 
the final issue that he passes over many considerations which must 
be essential momenta of the process, and which had a claim to be 
considered. Grace is glorified at last, issuing forth as universal 
mercy, but who are the objects of this mercy? The apostle says 
indeed that God has mercy upon all as he has concluded all in 
unbelief; but who are the iraine* on whom he takes mercy ? are 
they the same individuals as were shut up to unbelief? are those 
who ev Xpurrm ^(ooirocrjOr^a-ovrai the same individuals who died in 
Adam?—for the necessary condition of X^oiroielaOai is elvai ev 
Xpump. The resurrection, the last world-catastrophe; is to be the 
general theodicee, but only for those who as Christians have been 
changed or have risen from the dead. Sin and grace, reprobation 
and mercy, are demonstrated on their objective side, but not on 
the subjective. The two should have been interwoven, but the 
one is merely placed after the other. There is a gap here in the 
apostle's system, which none of the materials in our hands enable 
us to supply. 

6 . The heavenly habitation, 2 Cor. v. 1 sq. 
The view contained in this passage is noticed here merely 

because the apostle's meaning in it has frequently been misunder-* 
stood, and a belief attributed to him which he was far from 
holding. 

For us, the apostle says, iv. 1 6 - 1 8 , who look not to the things that 
are seen, but to the things which are not seen (for the things that are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal); 
there is an infinitely exalted glory. W e shall take part in it, the death 
of the body is the porch to it. For we know that if this earthly house 
of our body were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not 
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made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For as long as we are in 
this body we groan, yearning to be clothed upon with our heavenly 
habitation. What follows, eiye /ecu evSvo-d/iei/oi, etc. (read thus: 
not e/cSva.), can only be taken as an explanation of errevSvo-aaOai. W e 
shall not be without the covering of a body, for of course as soon 
as we are clothed upon in the way we expect we shall not be 
naked, not without a body to cover us. This is merely a repeti
tion of eirevSvaaaOah and is to say that in this kvhvaaaOcu that 
which was most repugnant to the feeling acquired by the Christians 
from Judaism does not take place, namely, yvfivol evpeOrjvcu. And 
it is added that our longing in the present body is not to be under
stood to mean that we have any desire to be naked and without a 
body altogether. Being in the body we do indeed groan under the 
burden, but it is not to be concluded from this that we desire to 
be unclothed; we wish to be clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life. The apostle's utterances here amount to 
neither more nor less than the idea of the resurrection expressed 
in 1 Cor. xv. 53. In this passage it appears as a wish arising out 
of the pressure of the present body, and which the apostle takes 
care shall not be misunderstood. If man is not to be naked and 
without a body in the future, if he is to have another body con
sisting of better materials, then the future body must in one way 
or another be identical with the present one, must be built up on 
the same basis, and the change that is to take place must con
sist in being clothed upon. Thus the substance of the man's 
personality remains, even in its bodily features; what of it is 
earthly falls off from him, and it is thus transfigured and becomes 
heavenly. The man has even now an inward occult supersensuous 
ground-work for a bodily existence different from the present one, 
and that which he is essentially even in the present life emerges 
at his death into reality. This then is what is meant by the 
ol/eoSofii) €K Geov, the OIKUL d/yeipoiroLrfrov, the o\tcqrf\ptov e£ 
ovpavov. These phrases have been wrongly thought to indicate a 
heavenly body which true Christians were to receive immediately 
after death, and which was to be united at the resurrection with 
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that which rose out of the physical body. It is said that the 
connexion of verse 2 with verse 1 requires that the oltcTjTrjpiov should 
be the same as the ol/coSofir), that each of these is opposed to the 
eirlyeios olfcla, and must therefore signify a body, and that there
fore verses 1 and 2 must both refer to a body which true Christians 
are to have at once at their death. Now, it is said, such a body 
can be no other than a heavenly body, quite different from the one 
we have, but to be united with it at the time of the resurrection. 
This curious imagination is quite inconsistent with the argument 
of our passage. The apostle is seeking to lift up his readers to the 
surpassing glory of the world to come, and he would not have 
served his object by speaking of an intermediate body. It is 
certainly true that this new body is represented as coming 
immediately after death. But this difficulty, as it is held to be, is 
not removed by supposing that the apostle hoped to receive the 
new body without the painful process of the soul's departure from 
her old tenement. It is said that what he desired was a painless 
change of his mortal body into an immortal, that to represent this 
change he passed from his former analogy of a house to the more 
convenient one of a garment, as if the new garment were put on 
over the old one, and the old one only then put off, or destroyed 
without pain, by the overpowering energy of the new one. This, 
however, is a mere expedient of interpretation, and is sufficiently 
disposed of by the fact that the apostle is not speaking only of 
himself, but of Christians generally. And supposing that the 
apostle overleaps here the middle stage between death and the 
resurrection, why should that be thought remarkable ? Of course 
if the resurrection be conceived in the Jewish form, as the issue of 
a body from the grave, then there is a reason to inquire about a 
middle state. But the apostle does not entertain any such con
ception. In this passage he is not speaking of the resurrection at 
all, and what he says at 1 Cor. xv. 5 2 is that the dead will be 
raised aj>6apTou Now if they are raised afydaproi, what part of 
the resurrection-body can come up out of the grave, for the grave 
contains nothing but the corruptible ? In the apostle's view the 
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resurrection-body does not come out of the grave, but is a building 
of God, a house not made by men's hands, an eternal, heavenly 
habitation, following the earthly in accordance with the divine 
order which appoints the mortal and corruptible to be changed into 
the immortal and incorruptible. And if these two sides of the 
existence of man be of such a nature that they are intimately and 
immediately connected with each other, then neither can they be 
separated and held apart from each other in time. The Christian 
consciousness forbids us to think of a middle state as a stage of 
existence by itself; for that consciousness is so well assured (the 
exofiev, verse 1, indicates this) that to it the mortal includes the 
immortal, and the incorruptible is present even in the corruptible. 
The corruptible is under the necessity of putting on the incor
ruptible, the mortal of being swallowed up of life. The apostle 
therefore adds, verse 5 , we may with perfect confidence look forward 
to this state in which our earthly body will be transfigured into 
the heavenly, and our mortal nature into the immortal, and 
penetrated with the principle of life; for it is God who is to bring 
us to that state; the whole constitution which he, its creator, has 
given to our nature points to it, and the spirit that is given to us, 
which we have within us as the earnest of our destination in the 
future, vouches for it. The imaginations of Judaism were not 
without their part in the apostle's Christian faith; yet, as we see, 
his rational consciousness was able to assert itself against them. 



N I N T H C H A P T E R 

ON CERTAIN FEATURES OF THE APOSTLE'S CHARACTER. 

W E do riot aim at a complete description of the apostle's 

character. Many data are wanting, without which it is not 

possible to make him stand before us as he was. What we pro

pose is merely to take up a few noteworthy traits which appear 

prominently in his writings. And it is quite proper that this 

should follow at once on our discussion of the doctrine, for the 

apostle's doctrine is the immediate reflection of his spiritual 

individuality. 

That the apostle was converted from Judaism to Christianity, 

that he was transformed suddenly and decidedly from a bitter 

persecutor of Christ's followers to a faithful and devoted disciple 

of Christ, this great fact gives us a deeper insight into his spiritual 

organization than anything else we know of him This was 

a step from one of two extreme opposites to the other, so that we 

see here a spirit involved in a great struggle, in the throes of a 

travail which cannot be accomplished save with labour and con

flict and high spiritual energy. And if the two alternatives, than 

which he saw no other, and each of which displayed itself to him 

in all its significance and gravity, were great and very contrary 

alternatives, then this reveals to us one great feature of his character, 

that he could never stop half-way, but followed up the one line as 

much as the other to its last conclusions. Thus, if he was to 

persecute Christianity, it was a war of extermination that he waged 

against it, GaL i. 13. Here we have a very determined nature, for 

which the consequences of the idea it has formed have all the power 

of necessity, which throws itself into everything that it takes up 
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with its whole energy, which is what it is entirely and absolutely. 
As a Christian, Paul would know nothing but Christ, and lived and 
moved entirely in him; just so he had formerly been with his 
whole soul a Jew, and the most zealous of all champions for the 
religion received by tradition from the fathers. Ilpoeicoirrov, he 
says, Gal. i. 14, in describing his former dpacrrpo<f>r) ev TG> 'IOV-
hdHjpLcp, xnrep TTOWOV? cnJvrjki/cia>Ta$ ev rip ye'vei px>v irepicrcrorepw 
fyXcoTrp \mdpx<ov ra>v irarpiKtov pbov wapa&ocreew. But the more 
consistently and energetically a tendency is worked out which is 
essentially one-sided and narrow, the more certain is it to suffer 
shipwreck on its own narrowness; it crumbles down by its own 
inward action, is overcome by the awaking consciousness of its own 
finitude, and thus necessarily undergoes a revulsion to the directly 
contrary tendency. It seems to be the thing itself which runs 
this course, and the subject in whom this takes place appears to 
be determined by something objective and external to himself, 
although the process is in reality his own spiritual act. And the 
vividness of the man's consciousness of this objective power 
determining him is a standard by which we may measure the 
depth of his nature as it withdraws into itself and works for itself 
through the universal process of spiritual life. It is this manifestly 
objective character that shows the apostle's act to have been a 
really great and wonderful event. It was an act such as only 
those natures are capable of whose movement is in the highest 
regions of the spiritual life. For we can detect no trace of any 
subjective interest or motive having influenced or helped this 
change; it was the immediate, purely objective impression of the 
spiritual power that had come over him, which changed Paul into 
that spiritual personality who appears before us as the apostle of 
Jesus Christ. It is of this characteristic of his spiritual nature, as 
manifested at the most important epoch of his life, that the apostle 
is thinking, when he calls himself with respect to his conversion to 
Christianity an exTpcopua, 1 Cor. xv. 8. This phrase suggests not a 
late birth, but a miscarriage; yet what he means is not that his 
unworthiness and unfitness for the apostolate were so great that he 
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had as little right to be an apostle as the fruit of a miscarriage to 
continue in the world. What he means by the expression is, that 
his birth into the world as a Christian was after a violent fashion, 
that it was as it were a miscarriage. Grotius very truly remarks : 
hoc ideo dicit, quia non longa institutione ad christianismum 
perductus fuit, quo esset velut naturalis partio, sed vi subita, 
quomodo immaturi partus ejici solent. This applies, however, not 
merely to the fact of his becoming a Christian, but to the whole of 
the sweeping revulsion that was brought about in his consciousness 
by the objective power of events and tendencies, without his being 
aware that he was doing anything to help or hinder it. What took 
place in him seemed to belie his nature: the absolute truth of 
Christianity was brought home to him and forced upon him against 
his will by Christ's appearing to him. He could do no other; little 
as he willed it for himself, he was constrained to yield the whole 
of thought and will to the obedience of Christ.1 

He who has fought through such an inward conflict and in a 
personal spiritual process overcome the opposition which he there 
encountered, will, when the spiritual principle has worked its way 
through all and asserted itself in its own absolute superiority, 
know that he is himself the power that stands above the conflict. 
The principle which takes possession of his consciousness is now 
the immanent principle of his own self-consciousness; he knows 

1 I t is said, and very truly, that the apostle's conversion discloses to us the 
inmost depths of his spiritual nature, and that the ultimate subjective basis of 
that nature is to be explained and comprehended in the light of this one charac
teristic fact. If this be so, the problem of the apostle's character may be viewed 
in the light of the question, why he not only became a Christian like others who 
were converted from Judaism to Christianity, but believed himself to be called 
to be an apostle. This followed, it may be said, from the call addressed to him 
by Christ; but what appeared to him objectively as the call of Christ was, sub
jectively considered, the inward impulse of his own spiritual nature. For it was 
the peculiarity of that nature that in every case it went straight to the results of 
its principles, and to the absolute. His spiritual nature thus carried him past a 
form of Christianity which was nothing but another form of Judaism ; he was 
the first to declare the Christian principle in its integrity, in a way in which none 
of the older apostles had declared it, and so could scarcely avoid considering 
himself to be a new apostle. 
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himself free from everything by which he was formerly constrained; 
he is conscious of his own independence and autonomy. The 
position which the apostle took up as the logical and necessary 
consequence of his conversion, involved of course that all those 
shackles of religious authority which he had recognised up to 
that time at once fell away. But it involved more: namely, that 
within Christianity the apostle recognised no other principle as 
having authority for h i m but his own immediate self-consciousness, 
rooted as it was in faith in Christ. One main feature of the 
apostle's individuality is this lively and powerful consciousness of 
freedom. He was quite alive to all that the principle of Christian 
freedom implied both for himself and for all Christians. It was in 
him, next to Christ, that this principle received its proper concrete 
contents; it was in him that it first became subjective and indi
vidual This consciousness of freedom is frequently, and variously, 
and energetically expressed in the apostle's letters. It is ex
pressed most directly and openly in 1 Cor. ix. 1, where he says: 
Am I not free ? am I not an apostle ? have I not seen Jesus Christ 
our Lord ? have I not you to point to as my work in the Lord ? 
These were the evidences which sustained his assured consciousness 
of freedom, independence, self-dependence as a Christian and an 
apostle. He calls himself free in the sense in which he spoke of 
Christian freedom in the eighth chapter (ef-ovala, viii 9 ) , free, that 
is, as having an essential right to act in accordance with his own 
best convictions, without being bound by considerations regarding 
others, or being in the least degree subject to any superior 
authority.1 

1 The feeling of freedom is expressed most energetically where it meets with 
opposition. The opposition which the apostle had to encounter was the appeal 
made against him and in disparagement of him to the authority of the older 
apostles. Against them, then, he asserted his freedom in the fulness of its own 
native energy, and as not requiring any outward sanction, 1 Cor. ix. 4 . They 
are to him only the botcovvres. Their apparent dignity is no law to him ; for 
wherever the truth of the gospel is concerned, there can be no respect of persons. 
If it be the apostles themselves that he calls ol xmepkiav airooroXoi, and not 
merely the Judaizing teachers of the Corinthian Church who appealed to their 
authority, then this is a very distinct assertion that there can be no external 
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The true freedom, however, is not without limitation; it realizes 
the conception of freedom by the limit which it sets itself and 
then again makes to disappear: and that which is the greatest 
freedom from narrowing and enslaving forms is, on the other hand, 
the highest capacity for entering subjectively into forms the most-
diverse. This mark and evidence of true freedom was not wanting 
with the apostle. Though free from everything, free from all 
dependence on man, says the apostle, 1 Cor. ix. 19, " I have yet 
made myself the servant of all, that in this way I might gain the 
more. To the Jews I have become a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews; to those who are under the law as one under the law, that 
I might gain them that are under the law; to them that are 
without law, as one without law (not that I was without law in 
reference to God, but obeying the law of Christ), that I might gain 
them that are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I 
might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save soma" Only he can become all things to 
all men who is so free and master of himself as to be able to put on 
every form of self-restraint. And what makes this self-restraint 
possible to him is that he is subject to an infinite power, his 
freedom being simply the outward form in which this subjection 
appears. The utmost freedom of self-consciousness is thus, when 
looked at from another side, the utmost subjection; he is free, but 
his liberty consists in his consciousness being altogether determined 
by Christ, it is only in his union with Christ as an evvopos Xpurrov 
that he knows himself free, and this his freedom consists in his 
subjection. It is with a view to this same freedom which consists 
in dependence on Christ that the apostle says, 1 Cor. vii. 2 3 , " Ye 
are dearly bought; be not ye the servants of men, do not be drawn 
into any spiritual dependence on men/' In every event of life the 

authority for him, by which he should consider himself bound. Aoylfapai yap prjbw 
voT€prjK€vai TS>V xmkpKidv airooTo\<ov, 2 Cor. xi. 5 , cf. xii. 11 ovbev yap vortprjcra 
rap vTrcpKidp airoarSkfov, ei Kal ovdcv dpi (though I be nothing in myself apart 
from the grace of God supporting me). A n d the reason of this is the assurance 
he had gained through the knowledge of the truth, et fie Ibiwrqs ra> Xoyq), aXX' 
ov TJ/ yvjocru. 

S 



2 7 4 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART I I I . 

Christian has this inward spiritual freedom, without it his con
sciousness would not be a Christian consciousness at alL He is 
free inwardly though outwardly he be a slave. For in Christ 
freedom and bondage pass into each other, and neither of the 
two exists without the other. He who is called in the Lord 
being a slave, is yet free in relation to the Lord: and he who is 
called being free, is Christ's servant, 1 Cor. vii. 2 2 . As there is 
no contradiction in a man's being dependent on Christ and yet 
free, nor in his being free and yet at the same time dependent, 
so bondage externally does not in the least preclude inward 
freedom. This inward freedom and independence of everything 
outward comes only to the man who has found in Christ the abso
lute principle of his spiritual life. The more he feels his depend
ence on Christ, the more independent is he of everything but 
Christ. 

For a Jew who had been bound to the law from his childhood 
and felt the law's authority and control in every part and province 
of his life, to cut himself adrift from the law at once and altogether; 
to cast off its dictation, and with it to renounce all the natural and 
national ties which bound Jew and Jew together,—this must have 
been a step the gravity and far-reaching importance of which we 
can scarcely measure. This step our apostle took in his conver
sion ; and in taking it he entered into a position of utter solitude ; 
he was not attracted, though he became a Christian, to the older 
apostles; he was not drawn into fellowship with them, but re
mained alone. The boldness of this step may give us an idea of his 
spiritual energy. Now the shaking off of authority and the ad
vance to autonomy is not admirable in itself: the moral and 
spiritual value of such a step consists in this, that it is not a capri
cious and arbitrary act, nor one brought about by merely outward 
circumstances, but a step taken from a full conviction that truth 
requires it. The autonomy which becomes the ruling principle 
must, in a word, be the autonomy of reason. And we must keep 
this in mind in considering the apostle's conversion; for it was a 
change from Judaism to Christianity, and Christianity, the absolute 
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religion, is also absolute reason. The apostle did, indeed, recognise 
in his conversion to Christianity a supernatural event, a miracle, a 
thing incomprehensible even to himself. Yet we see him labouring 
with all the power of his spirit to engraft this event which he had 
experienced, on his reason, to take it up into his thinking conscious
ness, thus to make it, what it could not otherwise be, his own spiritual 
act. In this fact more than anything else we have an explanation 
of the peculiar organization of his spiritual individuality; for it is 
this spiritual process that is worked out in the whole development 
of his doctrine, and in the discussions, personal and otherwise, which 
form the main contents of his Epistles. To speak of nothing else, 
let it be considered how he deals with the idea of the law, how he 
analyses it in its various elements, and seeks thus to resolve it into 
itself, in order to justify to the thinking consciousness that degra
dation of the law from its absolute authority, that depreciation of 
it to the position of a merely subordinate stage, which was necessary 
from the standpoint of Christianity. The development of the 
apostle's doctrine of justification with all the ideas which belong 
to it,—what is it but an analysis of the Christian consciousness 
according to the inward connexion of its momenta as they act and 
react upon each other, the nature of justification being thus ex
plained from the inner necessity of the case ? Here also we find 
the reason why the apostle's main developments of doctrine always 
grow in his hands into theories of religious history; since the 
course of history cannot be understood save by regarding one stage 
as contained by implication in the preceding stage, and regarding 
the whole in the light of the immanent idea which is the principle 
of the whole movement. The different determining periods of 
history, the contrasts into which it is divided, the contrast of sin 
with grace, of the law which requires works with faith which 
justifies without works, of death with life, of the first psychical with 
the second pneumatical Adam, these are simply so many momenta 
of the conception as it works forward by its own inward power. 
The great distinguishing characteristic which appears everywhere 
in the apostle's writings is the innate impulse, springing from the 
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very roots of his nature, towards rational speculative contempla
tion,1 

1 I t is a deep conviction of the apostle, and comes repeatedly and in various 
ways to the surface in his writings, that Christianity is the truly rational, and 
that in matters of religion nothing can stand that cannot justify itself to rational 
contemplation. W h e n he speaks, Rom. xii. 1, of a XoyiKi) Xarpcia, in which a man 
is to present himself a living sacrifice to God, he means a service which does not 
consist, like that of Judaism, merely in outward rites, but is spiritual in its nature 
and founded in the spirit itself, so that in everything it contains the worshipper 
must have the rational end and purpose of his act before his mind. A n d thus he 
adds an exhortation not to hold exclusively to that which is in accordance with 
the ruling tendency of the world and the time, but to be transformed in the 
renewing of the spirit (rov P6OS), i.e. to go back into one's self in thought, to con-
eider and to prove in one's self what is the will of God, what is the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect. A n d here, I think, we find the explanation of that dis
tinction which the apostle sometimes draws between that which he is in his yiw/117, 
and that which he is in pursuance of an cVirayq of the Lord. I t is not probable 
that this cVirayq refers to an utterance of Jesus which he had received through 
tradition. A comparison of the various instructions which he gives on difficult 
questions of social duty will show us what the nature of the distinction is. 
Where he is conscious of a rational objective ground lying in the nature of the 
case, his instruction at once and of itself assumes in his consciousness the form of 
an immediate command of Christ. H e speaks of a mere yv&firj in cases where 
he could not deny the subjective nature of his view. Cf. 1 Cor. v i i 6 , 1 0 , 1 2 , 25 , 
40 . A s the objective truth could only declare itself in the form of the subjective 
consciousness, it is very natural that with the apostle the one constantly passes 
over into the other. Thus he says, verse 25 , that he has no imrayr) of the Lord 
in reference to virgins, but gives a yva>firj9 a>s rjkcrjfLcvos tnr6 Kvpiov moros €iwu, 
i.e. an opinion deserving of all consideration, as given quite in accordance with his 
apostolical consciousness. In the same way, verse 40, after the words Kara rrjv 
iprjv yv&prjv, he adds, BOKS> 6C Kayca 7rvtvpa Geov ?x€lP- A s his call was a fact 
of his consciousness, the self-assurance of his consciousness was his highest prin
ciple of knowledge. His self-assurance, however, is not called forth by himself, 
but rests on grounds of reason. The authority which he claims for himself as an 
apostle must not be said to be founded on the external fact of the appearance of 
Christ which he asserted he had h a d ; it was founded rather upon two inner 
momenta : 1. The truth of his gospel, a thing to him irrefragably true, Gal. i. 8 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 4, and resting ultimately in the absolute satisfaction of man's need of 
salvation which it brought, in all that goes to make up faith in the Pauline sense. 
2. The reality of the success of his work. H e appeals to this as his strongest 
argument against his opponents. Those whom he had converted could not but 
bear witness that it was through him that they had become Christians, 1 Cor. 
ix. 1-3 ; 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3 . But how could they have become Christians through him 
if he was not an apostle, and how could he have worked with such success as an 
apostle, 2 Cor, x. 13-18, if it were not God's will that he should so work, and 
how could this be God's will if it were not in accordance with the highest truth 
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If the first great characteristic of his personality be that he was 
as it were the receptive soil in which the principle of Christian 
consciousness should first take form and appear as a concrete con
sciousness, the second must be found in this, that that conscious
ness was expressed by him mainly in the way of thought. The 
apostle is conscious of the power of his thought; he declares to 
his opponents, 2 Cor, x. 2 sq., how he intends to meet those who 
take him to be but a weak and ordinary man. For though, he 
says, I walk in the flesh, yet I do not war in a weak human way ; 
for the weapons with which I fight are not humanly weak, but 
divinely strong to the pulling down of strongholds. I cast down 
arguments, and every work that is erected against the knowledge 
of God, and bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ. Far from being, as has been thought, the apostle's protest 
against the exercise of reason in things pertaining to faith, these 
words are an expression of the absolute confidence he reposed in 
his dialectical powers, that on the ground of reason he could never 
be defeated. The more we penetrate into the process of thought 
in the apostle's writings, the more minutely we analyse his mode 
of argument, the method of his development and representation, 
the more shall we be convinced that his is a thoroughly dialectical 
nature.1 Here we may remind the reader of what was said, in our, 

and reason ? W h a t he says, Gal. ii. 8, in the pregnant words that God evf)pyr)oe 
epoi els rh eSvrj is an argument from effect to cause, an argument which would 
have no force were it not understood that nothing can really take up a position 
in the world but what is more or less true and rational The success of his preach
ing to the heathen is in his eyes a proof that his gospel is true. This was the 
best credentials of his apostolic calling. I t says a great deal for the apostle's 
sober good sense that he never appeals to the appearance of Christ to him as a 
purely outward fact, such as the Acts represent it. There was a good deal of the 
ecstatical in him, as the dnraoicu and anoKaktyeis Kvpiov, 2 Cor. xii. 1, show 
us (the ecstasy described, verse 2, cannot, however, be identified with the act of 
his conversion; the fourteen years, 2 Cor. xii. 2, cannot coincide with the fourteen 
years of GaL i i 1 ) ; but this element was so thoroughly subordinate to his clear 
and rational self-consciousness that it could never make him a visionary. 

1 I t belongs to the essence of the dialectical method, that it proceeds by nega
tion, and in order to deny, accentuates the opposite, the contrast, and thus has 
naturally an element of irony. In the apostle's dialectic irony is not wanting ; 
of. 1 Cor. iv. 8 ; 2 Cor. xi. 1 8 , 1 9 ; and Ruckert's observations on the first of these 
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examination of the great Epistles, of their arrangement and the 
conception of thought from which it proceeds. W e see every
where in them the effort to place the subject treated of in the most 
general point of view it will admit of, to proceed from the general 
to the particular, and consider the main thought in all its aspects 
successively. What we have here is the true dialectical procedure; 
namely that the thought is made to move through all its stages, and 
to arrive at the totality of its momenta, at which point its concrete 
determination coincides with and meets its abstract truth. Could the 
utter contemptibility of the sectarian squabbles at Corinth have been 
put more clearly than in the apostle's words: Is Christ divided ? 
Was Paul crucified for you ? Were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? (1 Cor. i 13.) Here a rapid turn of thought brings the 
question so entirely under the standpoint of an absolute contem
plation, that we have nothing but an absolute Yes confronting an 
absolute No. 1 But the dialectical mediation* follows at once. The 
apostle sees the source of the sectarianism of Corinth in the love of 
the Corinthians for worldly wisdom; he therefore considers Chris
tianity itself as wisdom. Wisdom is divided in his eyes into the 
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God; these are the two 
stages through which it moves; through its negation in worldly 
wisdom it comes to affirm itself in the divine. At the opening of 
the Epistle to the Bomans, in the same way, the apostle takes up 
the absolute standpoint of the Si/ccuoovvt) Qeov, the two momenta 
of which are the Sitcaioo-vvrj epycov and the Sifccuocrvvrj he irio-
re©?. Here also the development consists in the conception passing 

passages. The latter passage is a striking instance of his dialectic, as it fortifies 

itself with irony, and smites, overthrows, and crushes the opponent. 
1 Another notable instance of this is to be found in the passage 1 Cor. x i 3 . 

The question of women having their heads uncovered is at once put in this w a y : 

the head of the man is Christ, the head of the woman is the man : the head of 

Christ is God. The question whether the custom be a Christian one or no is 

placed under its absolute point of v i e w : all that is asked is whether the custom 

be or be not consistent with the absolute dependence of Christ. Thus a question 

referring solely and simply to a case in practical life is identified with the very 

highest question, the relation to Christ. This rapid soaring up from the par

ticular, the empirical, to the absolute, to the idea, to God, Christ, is a genuine 

Pauline trait. 
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through the stage of denial in order to affirm itself. The St/caio-
avvrj Oeov passes through the negation of Si/eaioavvrj e£ epywv, and 
becomes in Suceuoavvr) etc irlarecov the true self-mediated SiKatoavvrj 
Oeov. It belongs to the dialectical method to take the object 
which is to be explicated dialectically, in its various stages, both 
negative and affirmative; since it is only in the consciousness of 
its mediation that the conception completes its dialectical move
ment. And our view that dialectical thought was the apostle's 
natural element is greatly confirmed by the fact that he never 
forgets the practical side of his discussion in the theoretical 
What must be affirmed theoretically must often be denied practi
cally ; for love, the principle of practical conduct, is also an element, 
and has to be considered if the object is to be apprehended in the 
totality of its momenta. That Christian love was a conspicuous 
element in the apostle's character all that we know of his life and 
work leads us to believe. Here however we are more immediately 
concerned with such traits as are provided in his writings, and 
with the stamp of his essential spiritual character that is impressed 
upon them; and the place he has assigned to the element of love 
even in his dialectical thinking is noticed only as a proof how free he 
was in the whole attitude of his spirit from all onesidedness. Faith 
was nothing to him in itself, if it did not work through love; he could 
not rest satisfied with a merely abstract theoretical view of anything; 
his spirit urged him from the theoretical to the practical, from the 
abstract to the concrete, from the essential thought to the realities 
of life. The end which he thus kept in view was of course the com
munion of Christian life inspired with the principle of love. This is 
well illustrated by those two sections of the First Epistle to the Cor
inthians in which the apostle expresses his views on the subjects of 
eating the flesh of idolatrous sacrifices, and of speaking with tongues. 
The eating of the heathen sacrifices seems to have been in itself a 
thing of complete indifference to him; yet he regards it as very im
portant that the fact that the practice was objectionable to many 
Christians should be recognised, and care taken not to wound them. 
This consideration must be taken into account in order to a proper 
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settlement of the question; and as soon as the question is regarded 
from this point of view it ceases to be indifferent to religion; it 
acquires an importance which it might not of itself possess. In 
the latter of the two sections we named, a place is even more dis
tinctly and emphatically assigned to love, or the consideration due 
to others, to the common good, as a very important element in 
arriving at a decision. In this case we see very clearly how it is 
just in this practical side of the matter that the dialectical solution 
of the whole problem is sought and obtained. It is very obvious 
throughout that the apostle cares very little for the speaking with 
tongues. He does not however regard it as unchristian, he recog
nises it as one of the various forms in which the spirit which dwells 
in Christians finds expression. So he goes on to give it its definite 
position in the number of the Christian charisms, and to insist 
that each charism has an equal right to be considered, as making 
up along with the rest the unity of the whole. Thus though the 
\a\elv y\a><Tocus be in itself a charism, yet its true, real value 
depends on its practical operation, on its being through love a 
means to the furtherance of the common Christian life. From this 
point of view the apostle pronounces a judgment on the TutXeiv 
yXxocroais which amounts to this: that from its small practical 
utility it ought to be as far as possible restricted. Thus we see 
how in every case it is the apostle's object to exhaust the subject 
he has in hand in all its logical bearings, and to bring his discus
sion to a stage where the confronting momenta are mediated 
dialectically in the unity of the conception. The apostle's whole 
representation, religious as it is, is filled to overflowing with the 
forms and elements of thought; it is not only, what is commonly 
recognised as the great merit of the apostle's writings, that thought 
follows hard on thought: more than this, thoughts succeed each 
other as determinations and momenta of some one conception that 
is greater than all of them ; the thought unfolds itself, brings forth 
its own contents out of its own depths, and determines itself by 
taking up its own momenta. Hence the peculiar stamp of the 
apostle's language : it is distinguished on the one hand for pre-

file:///a/elv
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cision and compression; on the other hand it is marked by a 
harshness and roughness which suggest that the thought is far too 
weighty for the language, and can scarcely find fit forms for the 
superabundant matter it would fain express.1 Yet in one way the 
form actually used is not uncongenial to the contents; the 
language is Hellenistic Greek, an easy and flexible instrument, and 
well fitted for such a peculiar writer. 

The traits we have dwelt on thus far give us as their result a mind 
naturally and perfectly adapted to take up into itself and to develop 
the free, universal, and absolute principle of Christianity. This, how
ever, is only one side of his individuality; there is another which we 
must not disregard. It is a thing of course that even so eminent 
a mind as Paul's is subject to a certain limitation. It is nothing 
but what we had to expect that besides all the splendid gifts that 
distinguished him we should find also a certain onesidedness, a con-

1 Theoipostle indicates, 2 Cor. xi. 6, that he is not unconscious of this. H e 
says he is ti xai i&arqr rq> Xoy<p, dXX' ov rfj y i w c t , a phrase which can refer to 
nothing but the struggle which it cost his thought to find expression. A s for 
his language and style it has long been remarked, and very justly, that it bears 
a great resemblance to that of Thucydides. ( W e may mention the well-known 
work of Bauer, Philologia Thucydideo-Paullina, 1773, which, however, is merely 
a " notatio figurarum dictionis Paullinae cum Thucydidea comparatae," and deals 
chiefly with the outward expression.) A s speech is the expression of inward 
thought, this similarity of modes of expression must be referred to a deeper simi
larity, namely of the mental idiosyncrasy of the two men. Such passages as 1 
Cor. iv. 12, 13 ; vii. 29-31 ; ix. 20 , 2 1 ; 2 Cor. vi, 9, 10 have the true ring of 
Thucydides, not only in expression, but in the style of thought. The genuine 
dialectical spirit appears in both in the love of antithesis and contrast, rising not 
unfrequently to paradox. Antithesis serves the dialectically thinking mind 
simply as a means to obtain a direct grasp of the conception in the whole of its 
bearings; it confronts the one with the other, negatives the one through the 
other, that the conception may thus-determine itself through negation and affir
mation. The analogy may be traced still further. Thucydides' critical method 
of dealing with history necessarily involved a breach with the great national con
sciousness which lived and had its being in the happy child-like Homeric-mythi
cal theory of the world, proceeding to exhibit the conflict of Ionism and Dorism 
as a conflict within the larger whole, the nation. In the same way the apostle 
Paul could not take up the position of Christian universalism, in which the opposi
tion of heathenism was done away, without renouncing the absolute importance 
of Judaism. W i t h both these men the ties of national particularism give way 
before the generalizing tendency of their thought, and cosmopolitanism takes 
the place of nationalism. 
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sciousness in some way bom/, a national particularism, which go to 
make up this definite individual character which we have before us. 
In our development of the Pauline doctrine the reader will remem
ber how we came here and there on points in which it could not be 
denied that the thoughts and views of Judaism were still discernible, 
circumscribing his sphere of vision, directing his attention too ex
clusively to the future, and causing him to overleap momenta, which, 
from a freer and more universal standpoint, could not have been 
left unnoticed. Then his expectation of the parousia—here we 
see how his mind was influenced by the not very enlightened 
national expectations that were current at the time, insomuch that 
he expresses a firm belief that Christ's second coming would take 
place in a short time, and that he with his contemporaries would 
not need to pass through death and the resurrection, but would be 
changed without dying. W e have already shown that this view is 
not to be pressed to the apostle's disadvantage to such an extent as 
some writers have done : and it is of importance in this regard not 
to attribute to him anything that cannot be shown from Epistles 
undoubtedly genuine to have been an element of his faith and 
thought. Yet this characteristic fact remains, that a view so mani
festly peculiar and limited to the age in which it arose, and soon 
to be left behind as events and thoughts moved forward, had such 
influence as we see it had on the apostle's consciousness. In this 
case his view is narrowed by an idea peculiar to the nation and 
the time; but his whole position with reference to the Old Testa
ment is another such restriction. It was in opposition to the Old 
Testament that he became aware of the perfect freedom of his Chris
tian position, and everything that formed in his eyes an element of 
Christian freedom was at the same time a liberation from the yoke 
of the law, and from the imperfection and limitation of the Old 
Testament dispensation. Yet, on the other hand, how much do we 
see him bound to the Old Testament, tied to the very letter of it ? 
He rests his demonstrations of the most important positions of his 
doctrine on inferences from passages of the Old Testament, and that 
not merely out of regard for those to whom the Old Testament was 
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the supreme authority, in order to make it easier for them to believe 
in the Christian doctrine, but because the Old Testament is to him 
the source of all objective truth, the ultimate authority on which 
the certainty of the Christian faith must rest. When he reminds 
his readers of the cardinal facts of Christianity, that Christ died for 
our sins, that he was buried and rose again on the third day, he does 
not omit to add that this happened according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 
xv. 3, 4. The more he wants to establish the truth of any doctrine 
and preclude all doubt of it, the more does he labour to prove it from 
passages of the Old Testament Even that most important truth of 
all, in which the whole doctrine of salvation consists, that the true 
righteousness which avails before God is not to be attained by works 
of the law, but only by faith, even this doctrine is made to rest 
directly on the fact that even in the Old Testament Abraham believed 
God, and that this faith was imputed to him for righteousness, Eom. 
iv. 1 sq. If, the apostle argues, Gal. iii 7, one can only be saved as a 
descendant of Abraham, then those are the sons of Abraham who 
are saved through faith; and as the promise was given to Abraham, 
that in him all nations should be blessed, this promise is now ful
filled in the fact that God justifies the heathen through faith. The 
promise was given to Abraham because the Scripture foresaw this 
event at the time when it was written. Christian faith is thus 
related to the Old Testament as the fulfilment to the promise : the 
former could not have taken place without the latter. And yet, 
as the apostle assures us in other passages, nothing can be more 
immediately certain than that which the Christian consciousness 
declares as its essential contents, or that which the divine spirit 
that is given to the Christian testifies to him. 

The more the apostle enters into details in the inferences he draws 
from the Old Testament, the more striking does this dependence of 
the Christian consciousness on it appear. It is an authority lying 
outside of consciousness, and the deference paid to it arises simply 
from a personal subjective limitation. The most striking instances 
of this are to be found in two passages of the Epistle to the Galatians, 
in which, as is now acknowledged universally, the apostle deals with 
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the Old Testament passages from which he is reasoning in a quite 
arbitrary way, and gives them a sense which they never could have 
borne. With regard to the passage, Gen. xxii. 18, which he takes 
up, GaL iii 16, he simply adopts the interpretation which was 
usually given it by the Jews at the time. The seed of Abraham, 
in which all the nations of the earth are to be blessed, he does 
not take to be the posterity of Abraham generally, though this is 
obviously the meaning * of the expression, but one person, an 
individual, Christ He deals with the passages Gen. xvi. 15, xxi. 
2 even more capriciously. His whole proof is nothing but a play 
of allegory, and has no force whatever to prove anything. The 
whole argument is erected on the distinction shown to have existed 
between Isaac and Ishmael, the two sons of Abraham, that the 
former was the son of a slave, while the other was born not only 
not a slave, but in consequence of a special divine promise. In vir
tue of this difference they are made to represent the two hwJBfjKai. 
Ishmael, the slave by birth, stands for the law, because the law 
places men in a position of bondage before God. The apostle 
failed, however, to consider how little the subsequent history of 
the two sons of Abraham fits in with the allegorical interpretation 
he gives it. Ishmael is made to represent the law, but the Mosaic 
legislation never touched the sons of Ishmael. It was they 
who were free from the law, while those for whom the law was 
given were none but the posterity of Isaac, the type here of the 
hvadr^icq of freedom; and the promise connected with the person 
of Isaac, in regard to which he was to be a type of Christians as 
rexva 7779 €7rayye\ia<;, was only fulfilled by means of circumcision 
and the Mosaic law, and the whole theocratic dispensation con
nected with the law. Not only have the apostle's allegorical 
demonstrations out of the Old Testament no objective basis in the 
Old Testament itself,—they actually conflict with it. 

There could be nothing more absurd than the efforts made by 
interpreters to show the apostle's argumentation to be objectively 
true. Flatt, for example, remarks on this passage : " The apostle 
received special divine instruction with a view to his expositions 
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of doctrine, and in that instruction the idea was communicated to 
him that Sarah and Hagar were types in the way he states. Thus 
he had a right to say that this history meant something else, had 
an inner meaning, that with regard to God's intention it was to be 
considered as a type, even though the author who wrote the his
tory never thought of such a thing. The proposition,—This history 
has an inner meaning, is not, however, the same as the proposition, 
—When God caused the history in question to be narrated, he in
tended that it should be a prophecy in the form of a symbol: 
although we have a right to assume that in guiding the Old Testa
ment writers God did not neglect to provide that the history should 
contain a certain amount of instruction for the future." What 
does all this mean ? What a narrow petty theology is this ! And 
what end does it serve ? The apostle's subjective and capricious 
imagination, the mere play of his fancy, is to have its objective 
ground in the very spirit of God! And is the contradiction of 
historical truth which we find here removed by referring it back 
from the apostle to God himself? Luther had a healthier sense of 
truth, and judged: " The allegory of Sarah and Hagar will not 
hold water, for it is at variance with historical reason." This is 
the only true way of looking on the apostle's argument here; and 
thus the passage affords us a very curious proof of the position, both 
free and not free, which he occupied with regard to the Old Testa
ment. In his view of the law that it places man altogether in the 
position of a bondman before God, a position of which the Christian 
consciousness knows nothing, he shows the greatest freedom of 
spirit, a self-assurance that has completely cast away all bonds of 
external authority. Here, on the other hand, we see him still con
fined to the old way of thinking about the Old Testament as if 
there were no other. For there cannot be a doubt that his allegory 
appeared to him to be the true sense of the Old Testament history, 
as an objective truth vouched for by the Old Testament. The Old 
Testament law is to be of force no longer, it has no power to con
strain the religious consciousness; and yet the Old Testament 
stands before his mind with the undiminished weight of its divine 
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authority. A thing that is objectively certain to him, being the 
immediate utterance of his self-consciousness, must yet, after all, 
be recommended and proved to him out of the Old Testament. The 
Old Testament itself is made to furnish proof that the law, its most 
essential part, has no longer any authority. The apostle makes out 
his case by means of allegory; allegory is to him, as to his contem
poraries, the equivocal expedient by which, while making use of the 
Old Testament, he yet cuts himself off from it, and places himself 
above it. Allegory holds to the Old Testament as its necessary ob
ject, and rests all its proofs upon it; yet it only plays with the 
Old Testament, since the allegorist has already placed himself above 
it, though not fully conscious that he has done so. Yet, freely as 
he uses the Old Testament in his allegorical interpretations of it, 
allegory is itself the strongest proof of his subjection to i t ; for 
otherwise he never could endure the unnatural restraint that 
allegory imposes on him. It might be urged that the two ex
amples we have mentioned of arbitrary allegorical interpretation 
occur in the Epistle to the Galatians, undoubtedly the oldest that 
the apostle wrote, and in which his view of the law is not so fully 
developed as in the later Epistles. W e must, however, remind 
the reader of 1 Cor. x. 1 sq., a passage which shows us as distinctly 
as the others how fully the apostle shared with his contemporaries 
the allegorical ideas current in his time. 

These limitations of the apostle's individuality on its intellectual 
side are little more than the widest and most general limitations, 
those of time and country. It cannot be required of any man that 
he should not wear the character of his time. Yet the more a man 
is conscious of the boundaries he lives in, the freer will be his 
attitude towards them, and the more will he be inclined to remem
ber the limits to which every human individuality is subject, and 
to show to others the fullest consideration. How the apostle's 
spiritual freedom appeared in his regard and indulgence for weaker 
fellow-Christians, we have already shown. Yet we must add that 
in his dealings with others the apostle did not invariably maintain 
this standpoint. He cannot be said to have always looked at 
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others from without, and to have been independent of his own 
subjective feelings. However convinced he was of the reality of 
his apostolical calling and of the absolute truth of liis doctrine, 
still that cannot excuse his excesses in judging of his adversaries, 
and failing to distinguish involuntary from voluntary errors. 
Kiickert remarks very justly on 2 Cor. ii. 17, that "Paul was apt 
to judge his opponents very harshly, and to impute motives for 
their conduct, which, in all probability, were not the true ones; 
since what he attributed to an unholy disposition might in many 
cases be the natural, and, considering the circumstances, must 
almost have been the necessary, outcome of honest prejudice (cf. 
Gal. i 7, ii. 4, vi. 12). This harshness was part of his character as 
it was in the case of our own Keformer." He applies the same 
observation to the passage 2 Cor. xi. 12. What Kiickert calls a 
harshness of character arises from inability to abstract from one's 
own subjective feelings, and transport one's-self into those of 
another. The apostle could not conceive the truth otherwise than 
as it appeared to him; and with regard to the different belief of 
another man he could not imagine that it had even a subjective 
foundation; what was asserted in their opinion being all the while 
nothing but that Judaism which was native to both them and him. 
With this influence which his idiosyncrasy exerted over his judg
ment of his opponents, we come down to the lower sphere of the 
peculiar bias and direction which he derived from character and 
temperament. W e have already observed how this purely human 
side of the apostle appears chiefly in the Second Epistle to the Cor
inthians. The passage 1 Cor v. may also be compared. It can 
scarcely be denied that his character was marked by a certain ex-
citableness or violence, which sometimes made him act precipitately, 
and rendered him liable to fitful and sudden changes of emotion. 
(This is particularly noticeable in 2 Cor. and in the Epistle to the 
Galatians.) W e should obtain a deeper insight into the apostle's 
individuality, its psychical, and probably also its physical organiza
tion, if it were possible to form any clear ideas of the nature of the 
oirraalai and aTroKaXvtyeis, and the peculiar circumstances accom-



288 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [PART I I I . 

panying them, of which he speaks, 2 Cor. xii But he gives us here 
only vague and distant hints on the subject, and it is impossible 
to fix any definite meaning on them, or to form any clear view of 
the subject from them. 

But without this, what we have gathered while seeking for traits 
of his character is abundant confirmation of what he says of him
self, 2 Cor. iv. 7, that he had a divine treasure in an earthen 
vessel 
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A P P E N D I X L 

ON THE LITERATURE OF T H E LEGEND OF PETER. 

[See Part T. Chapter ix . ] 

THE first attack made on this legend proceeded chiefly from a 

general distrust of all such facts as were employed to provide a 

historical basis for the claims and encroachments of Home. Such 

were the motives of those who either rejected the legend entirely 

or expressed grave doubts about it; first in the middle ages, when 

the assailants were parties in opposition, such as the Waldenses, or 

the declared enemies of the papacy, such as Marsilius of Padua, 

Michael of Casena and others : and then at the time of the Ke-

formation and after it, when the assailants were Protestant histor

ians, such as Matthias Flacius,1 Claudius Salmasius,2 and others. 

1 In his work published in the year 1 5 5 4 : Historia certaminum inter Homanos 
Episcopos et sextam Carthaginiensem synodum Africanasque ecclesias, de primatu 
seu potestate Papae, bona fide ex authenticis monumentis collata. Cf. p. 267, 
" Non constat plane, Petrum fuisse Komae. Nam quod Papistae scribunt, Petrum 
Homae 25 annos docuisse, cum usque ad 18 Ierosolymis docuerit, item in Ponto, 
ut aliqui tradunt, 5 annis fuerit, et Antiochiae 7, ad hoc etiam cum Babylone 
scripserit suam epistolam, propalam falsum est; inde enim efficeretur, ut longe 
ultra Neronis mortem vixisset, a quo tamen interfectus dicitur. Demonstratio 
item certa est, Petrum Komae non fuisse, quod Paulus Romam et Roma scribens, 
ac tarn multos mediocres Christianos salutans et nominans, nusquam tamen vel 
unico verbo Petri tanti viri mentionem faciat." Flacius laid great stress on Gal. 
ii., p. 1 2 4 : "Denique ego omnibus omnium mortalium historiis de Petro illam 
ad Galatas secundo a Paulo scriptam praefero. Ibi enim ille primum affirmat 
diserte Petro esse concreditum apostolatum seu episcopatum inter Judaeos, sibi 
vero inter gentes seu super gentiles. Deinde narrat, Petrum usque ad concilium 
Hierosolymitanum (quod circa 18 annos post ascensionem Christi, et septimo 
commenticii papatus Petri celebratum est) potissimum Judaeis praedicasse et de 
postero tempore sanctissimum datarum dexterarum foedus secum iniisse: quod 

2 Librorum de primatu Papae. P. 1 cum apparatu. Lugd. Bat. 1645. 
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By fax the greater number of the Protestant divines, however, 
and especially those of the Beformed Church, who were much 
occupied with this field of historical research, considered the 
subject to be one calling for impartial treatment, and providing an 
opportunity to show their opponents how ready they were to 
respect the witness of history, when properly ascertained and 
resting upon fact.1 

The first scholar who undertook a thorough historical investiga
tion of the subject, and declared as the result of his researches 
that the common view was entirely destitute of historical reality, 
was Friedrich Spanheim. His Dissertatio de ficta profectione 

ipse quidem velit praedicare Judaeis, Paulas vero debeat concionari gentibus. 
Ubi habe8 brevissime et verissime comprehensam historian) Petri, quae indicat, 
ei et a Christo potissimum super et inter Judaeos apostolatum, episcopatum seu 
papatum concreditum mandatumque esse: et eum turn ante Hierosolymitanam 
8ynodum, turn postea potissimum Judaeos docuiase, eoque potissimum ibi 
sediase vel stetisse, ubi plurimi Judaei fuerunt, id est in Syria et aliis orientalibus 
partibus. Nam Romae non ita multi fuerunt: quandoquidem et nondum fuerant 
sic dissipati, sicut postea in eversione Hierosolymae, et Claudius eos Roma penitus 
expulerat." The Magdeburg Centuries do not express any distinct doubt of the 
supposed fact. 

1 Compare the whole series of the Protestant divines who held this position 
on the subject. F. Spanheim enumerates them in the treatise to be named 
below, p. 3 3 6 : Quinimo in Protestantium castris eVe'xoircff non pauci, atque 
etiam largientes haud gravate plurimi, imo plerique, tantis auctoritatibus moid. 
Chamiero certe non facile vellicandus videtur tantus consensus Patrum sed neque 
Davidi Blondello, id perpetuo largienti, Romanam ecclesiam a Petro et Paulo 
fundatam atque instructam fuisse. Nec inficiati earn Petri inter Romanos 
praesentiam Th. Beza Annot. ad i. Petri v., Fr. Junius, Scaliger, Casaubonus, 
Petr. Molinaeus, Petitus, Usserius, Seldenus, Pearsonus, Fellius, Dodwellus, G. 
Cave, Bedelius ipse, et quotquot Ignatianis epistolis speciatim illi, quae est ad 
Romanos, patrocinantur, in qua Ignatius circa medium ad Romanorum coetum: 
ovx o>s Herpos Kal HavXos biaTaooopai vpiv. Quia Patricius Junius Notis ad 
Clementem, quod Petrus Romae vitam finierit martyrio dicit potius esse, quam 
ut in dubium vocetur. Similiter Hammondus vel his duobus testibus rem extra 
dubium poni, Caji scilicet et Dionysii Corinthiorum fide. Samuel Basnage at 
once followed Spanheim with a defence of the opposite view, in his Exercitat. 
histor. crit. de rebus sacris vel ecclesiast. Ultraj. 1692, p. 548. H e declared: 
M e quod attinet, hie tantum antiquitatis auctoritas apud me valet, ut adventum 
Petrioum ad urbem orbis dominam in dubiiun adducere mihi sit religio, ita 
etenim, quae firmis cingunt historiam praesidiis, fama constans, testium vetustas 
atque fides incorrupta, pondus soffragiorum atque numerus, sub signis hujus 
narrationis militant ut historiae omni sit abroganda fides, si hac in re nutet. 
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Petri apostoli in urbem Eomam, deque non unius traditionis origine, 
appeared in 1679. 1 Spanheim brings forward first the negative 
grounds, which make the occurrence appear so improbable a priori: 
Luke's silence on the subject in the Acts, where there was 
every reason to speak of it; the silence of Paul himself both in 
his Epistle to the Eomans, and in the Epistles of the Eoman capti
vity ; the agreement arrived at by the two apostles, Gal. i i 9, that 
the one should consider the eOprj as his province, and the other the 
rrepiropJq, after which it was not likely that Peter should have 
left his work in countries so distant from Eome, and taken part 
in the foundation of a church which consisted almost entirely of 
Gentile Christians. Spanheim then takes up one by one the oldest 
and most important authorities for the fact, and impeaches their 
credibility chiefly by the general argument, supported of course by 
special proofs in each case, that writers who accepted with avidity 
so many and so manifestly fabulous traditions, are unworthy of 
credence in the case of this tradition. He finds the roots of the 
tradition partly in a mystical interpretation of the name Babylon 
in the First Epistle of Peter, v. 13, partly in the myth of the journey 
of Simon Magus to Eome, Peter having followed him to that city; 
and partly in the ambition of the Church of Eome which could 
be satisfied with nothing less than this: ut Paulo in Eomanae 
ecclesiae institutione, sed et in consummatione martyrii socius 
quoque Petrus adderetur, primus omnium apostolorum, rrp5>ro<; in 
evangelio, rrpayrdfcXnjTos, rrporflopos, dpfflybs, qui primum lapidem 
in aedificanda ecclesia posuisset, obsignaturus quoque fidem in 
ecclesiarum omnium prima (p. 383). Thorough as Spanheim's 
investigation was, and pertinent as his arguments on many points 
undoubtedly are, his treatise failed to do much to shake the old 
tradition. The church historians who followed him continued to 
think that the authorities were too strong to be impugned; they 
went further, and asserted (as, for example, Schrokh)2 that it 
would be difficult to find another event in the history of the early 

i Opp. t. ii. (Lugd. Bat. 1 7 0 3 ) , pp. 3 3 1 - 3 8 8 . ' 
3 Kirchengeschichte, YOI. ii., 2d ed., p. 1 8 5 . 
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church that was established so firmly and beyond all question as 
this one was by the unanimous testimony of the first Christian 
teachers. Of the later church historians and critics, Eichhorn1 

was the only one who ventured to assert the opposite, and this he 
did with all his wonted boldness. He said that the apostle Peter's 
residence at Eome, in company with Mark the Evangelist, was in 
all probability a fable. The foundation of Peter's reported resi
dence at Eome was, that his first Epistle was dated from Babylon, 
(1 Peter v. 13); the early church interpreted this name figura
tively, and said it stood for Eome; and this was the foundation on 
which everything was built, Peter's labours for the Eoman church, 
his primacy and his martyrdom in that city, and all that has been 
fabled of him in the old and in the new Christian world. It might 
be asked with all confidence where any other piece of evidence 
was to be found ? And was this absurd evidence to be respected 
by historical criticism ? This startling attack was the chief means 
of inducing another Catholic theologian to undertake a new inves
tigation of the subject, looking at it in an unprejudiced way, which 
is thoroughly deserving of respect. The results at which he arrived 
were these : that it is quite unquestionable on historical grounds 
that the apostle Peter came to Eome, that he taught and governed 
the Eoman church, and suffered death at last on account of his 
faith; but that his residence at Eome cannot have extended to 
twenty nor to twenty-five years, but only at the outside to a few 
months over one year.2 While the Catholic party thus admitted 
the necessity of setting bounds to the old tradition, and reducing 
it to a minimum, Protestant historians and critics displayed a wish 
to clear the controversy of polemical and party spirit, and met the 
Catholics with a confession that some of their former writers had 
gone too far. Neander and Gieseler were at one on this point. 
The former8 declared it to be simply hypercriticism, to throw doubt 

1 Einl. in's N . T. , vol. L p. 554. Cf. vol. i i i p. 603 sq. 
2 In the Essay on the apostle Peter's residence at Home, being also a contribu

tion to the chronology of the early Church, in the Theolog. Quarterly, published by 
Drey, Herbst und Hirscher, Tub. 1820, 4 H . , p. 567 sq. 

3 Church History, v o l i p. 296 (Bonn's Edition). 
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on the tradition that Peter had been at Eome, attested as it was 
by the consent of all the early authorities. This tradition was 
obviously to be referred to a period in which no one thought of 
exalting the church of Eome by the primacy of Peter. It was 
nothing but party and polemical spirit, Gieseler declared,1 that led 
some Protestants to deny the reality of the event. Bertholdt,2 

Colin,3 Mynster,4 and others, expressed themselves in the same 
way. Mynster for one thought that " what seduced the Protestant 
writers to throw doubt on a fact, attested as this was by the 
unwavering voice of all Christian antiquity, could have been 
nothing but polemical rancour, and that the writing in which these 
doubts had been collected, clearly betrayed by its title: Of the 
fictitious journey of Peter to Eome " (the essay of Spanheim), its 
true end and motive. 

My essay, which appeared in 1831, has led the two church 
historians, Neander and Gieseler, to at least modify their former 
view. They are unwilling to give up the supposed facts at the 
root of the legend, yet they cannot deny the weakness of the 
evidence. Neander allows the possibility of the legend having 
arisen out of the circumstances of the Eoman church which I 
referred to,5 but hesitates to agree in my result, considering that the 
argument which we mentioned must still be allowed some weight. 
Gieseler's chief point of late is,* that if the legend proceeded from the 
Judai^ing Christians in Eome, and was meant to give Peter the pre
ponderance over Paul, it is difficult to understand how it was not 
at once and strenuously contradicted by the Pauline party at 
Eome, and how the Pauline Cajus could be one of the chief author-

1 Lehrb. d. Kirchengesch., v o l i. 2d Ed. 1827, p. 189. 
2 Hist. Krit. EinL in das A . und N . T. , Part V . p. 2690 . 
3 Encyclop. of Ersch and Gruber, Part X V H I . p. 4 2 . 
4 In the paper on the first residence of the apostle Peter at Rome in the Eleine 

TheoL Schriften, 1825, p. 143 sq. A n arbitrary habit of wresting the statements 
of authorities from the context in which they occur, and allowing them just so 
much weight as suits the hypothesis to be established, is a prominent feature in 
Mynster's essay. 

6 Planting and Training, i. 379. 
6 Lehrb. d. Kirchengesch., 4th Ed. 1844, p. 103. 
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ities in favour of it. This requires no further notice after what ^e 
have already said.1 Mayerhoflf2 gives his decided adhesion to my 
view and to the arguments on which it is based, while Olshausen8 

as decidedly opposes i t Of those who have given the weight of 
their authority for or against the legend without having thoroughly 
investigated the question, I name here Schleiermacher4 and De 
Wette, 6 who both take the negative side. In the Catholic church, 
Windischmann* and Ellendorf7 may be mentioned as having lately 
expressed their views on a question of such importance for their 
Church. The former seems to be excited by Protestant contradiction, 
and does battle for the truth of the old tradition with all the fervour 
of Ultramontane partisanship. But as for the conflict of authorities 
he has nothing better to allege than that Peter resided in Eome 
more than once, first between 42 and 51, and then between 64 and 
68. The latter of these two writers brings his historical critical 
investigation to this result: " Peter may have been at Eome; it is 
possible that he was there about the year 65 or 66. But it is 
nothing more than possible, and the opposite is equally likely, or 
even more likely. Nor can we take it ill of Protestants, if they 
follow the proofs offered by Holy Scripture, and by the earliest 
fathers, Clement and Justin, and hold Peter's residence at Eome, 
with all that is connected with it, to be a story drawn from the 
Apocrypha. Peter's residence at Eome can never be proved." 

1 Cf. v o l i p. 252. 
2 H i s t Krit. EinL in die Petrin. Schriften, 1835, p. 73 sq. 
8 Cf. vol. L p. 247 sq.f where Olshausen's objections are met. On the asser

tions of Credner and Bleek, who are also defenders of the legend, compare m y 
A b h . tiber den Ursprung des Episcopats, Tub. Zeitschr. fur Theol., 1838, H . 3 , 
p. 4 5 sq. 

4 Vorlesungen tiber die Kirchengesch. (Sammtliche Werke , zur TheoL Part I L ) , 
p. 69 : " I am one of those who disbelieve the entire story of Peter's residence 
at Rome." 

6 EinL in das N . T. , p. 314 : " The alleged fact is essentially improbable. The 
legend seems to owe its existence to an effort made on the part of the Judseo-
Christians of the influential church at Rome, to prove Peter to have had a share 
in the foundation of that church." 

6 Vindiciae Petrinae, Regensburg, 1836. 
7 1st Petrus in Rom und Bischof der romischen Kirche gewesen ? Darmstadt, 

1841 . 



A P P E N D I X I I . 

COMPARISON OF THE PAULINE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION 

WITH THAT OF JAMES. 

[Supplement to Part ni. Chapter in.] 

THE main doctrinal position of the Epistle of James : e£ epycov 
Si/ccuovTcu av6po)TTo<z, KCU OVK €K trlorem puovov, i i 24, is the 
direct opposite of the Pauline doctrine as it is stated, Eom. iii 28, 
in the proposition, ZuKcuovTai irlcrrei avOpamos, ycopis epycov 
vdp,ov. It cannot be denied that between these two doctrines there 
exists an essential difference, a direct contradiction. It may be 
urged that James says no more than OVK CK Tricrrew p,dvov, that 
he thus refers SIKCUOVCOCU not exclusively to epya, but" partly at 
least to iricrTL^ also. But the Pauline proposition, on the other 
hand, distinctly excludes epya and refers BiKacovcrOai to that very 
faith of which James says that without epya it is nothing, forms 
no element of the religious life at all. Those works, then, which 
Paul altogether repudiates are with James the ground of SiKaiovcr-
Oac; and that faith which with James has no religious value what
ever apart from epya, is with Paul the principle of BcKacovaOau 

That the difference between Paul and James may not appear to 
be one of principle, it is generally assumed that they do not use 
the terms in question in the same sense : this is asserted either of 
SiKawvcrdai or of TT/CTTI? and epya, and this difference in the use 
of terms is said to be quite consistent with agreement in thought 
on the main point at issue. One simple way of saving the 
harmony of the two apostles was to take the word BtxatovaOac 
not in its Pauline sense of actual justification, but only of the 
manifestation of that which must flow from justification. Thus 
Calvin remarks on James ii. 24 : Certe Jacobus hie docere non 



298 LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. [APP. II . 

voluit ubi quiescere debeat salutis fiducia, in quo uno insistit 
Paulus. Ergo notanda est haec amphilogia, justificandi verbum 
Paulo esse gratuitam justitiae imputationem apud Dei tribunal, 
Jacobo autem esse demonstrationem justitiae ab effectis, idque 
apud homines. If the main difference is placed in the word Stfcat-
ovaOcu, then it is not necessary to take irlariv and epya in dif
ferent senses in the two writers. The prevailing view is, however, 
that the difference of the two is not to be sought merely in the 
word Bucacova-Oac, but rather in the meaning they attached to the 
words 7T/(TTA5 and epya. It is said that TTIOTIS means with Paul 
that faith in God which is founded upon Christ, and with James, 
merely religious knowledge as such; and that epya are with Paul 
the works of the Mosaic law, and with James, moral and reh'gious 
actions.1 Neander adheres to this method of reconciling the two 
apostles, if, indeed, his wavering utterances on the subject yield 
any distinct view at all He says, first, that Paul always regards 
irUrm alone as that through which a man becomes and continues 
to be a justified person before God, and from which all other 
elements of good are spontaneously, and by an inner necessity, 
evolved: and that Paul would never have said that faith and 
works must co-operate in order to justification. On the other 
side, however, the material difference disappears. For in this 
apostle's thought, works axe the expression of faith, and of the 
St,/caiovo-0ai which faith procures, and are thus a necessary element 
of the Christian life, faith having to approve itself through the 
whole of life and conduct; and so the apostle comes to say that 
each man will receive his due according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether good or evil, 2 Cor. v. 1 0 . Thus the Jacobean 
type of doctrine is represented in Paul 2 If we are to regard these 
remarks as actually shedding light on the subject, the chief 
point in them must be this, that the epya of James are different 

1 Cf. e.g. Pott in his Commentar zu Jak. ii .: Al ium alio sensu vocabula jriV-
T€CDS et epycov accepisse manifestum est—ita ut in tanta argumenti diversitate 
neuter neutri repugnare potuerit. 

8 Planting and Training, i i 23 (Bohn). 
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from those of Paul, that he means such works as proceed from 
faith, and are the fruits of faith. But Paul does not distinguish 
two kinds of epya; he says quite broadly that it is impossible to 
BiKacovaOac by them. This must apply to those that proceed from 
faith as well as to others; for if they proceed from faith, then 
faith is there already, and with faith justification: so that they 
cannot have been the means of justification. 

Kern was thus perfectly justified in asserting that the differ
ence between Paul and James is one of principle, and cannot be 
got rid of. James, he says, could never have made BtKau>vaOac 
depend on epya, had not his notion of justifying faith been limited 
to faith as it manifests itself in action. Kern brings the 
difference to a point in the following propositions: with Paul, 
faith, because it is the faith which justifies, is the source of good 
works, of morally good conduct; with James, faith, because it is the 
source of good works and proves in them its own vitality, is the 
faith that justifies. With Paul justification is conditioned by 
faith, or justification and faith are both present together in the 
man who is justified by faith, and in faith works proceed from 
justification. With James justification is conditioned by moral 
conduct; here we must not even use the expression " by faith and 
by the works which it brings forth;" for this would separate faith 
and conduct from each other, which from the Jacobean standpoint 
is an inadmissible distinction; justification proceeds from works, 
in which faith proves itself a living faith With Paul faith is re
garded in the light of its origin and essence as the attitude of soul 
in which man is occupied entirely with his relation to God in 
Christ, and refers himself entirely to God, sinking all reference to 
himself or to his neighbour. Faith, being such, was of course for 
Paul the only possible channel of justification. In one aspect he 
could connect justification with love; for the beginning of love is 
present in that movement of the heart towards God which springs 
from confidence in his grace and seeks to appropriate it. But 
even in this case what the apostle has in view is simply and ex
clusively man's relation to God. Love is not considered as the man's 
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principle of action, in his private or social relations ; it is spoken 
of merely because from the very nature of the moral life faith con
tains the germ of it. James, on the other hand, cannot conceive of 
faith but as issuing in that activity in which man brings forth 
what is in him both in reference to his neighbour, and to himself. 
To James, faith is nothing short of a principle of action, which 
man has acquired in order to act throughout the whole circle of 
his moral relations in away that is in harmony with the will of 
God. Only when faith has thus proved itself sincere, and has 
reached its fulfilment, does man receive justification before 
God. According to this theory, then, active faith passes into 
consciousness of justification. With Paul, on the contrary, faith 
passes over from the consciousness of justification into that activ
ity in which it proves itself a living faith by the influence it exerts 
in the man's private and social relations.1 

This definition of the relation the two positions bear to each 
other is in the main accurate. Yet too large a concession is made 
to the unity of the two doctrines, when it is said that the irlcm^ 
of James is a principle,—a principle of action. W e must go a step 
further in estimating the extent of the divergence, and assert that 
with James faith is not a principle of moral action at all. With 
Paul, faith evolves love out of itself, and shows itself active 
through love, and so faith is the principle of the practical; it is 
the immediate unity of the theoretical and the practical; there is 
no part of life that remains unaffected by it; when it lays hold 
of a man it asserts its influence over every province of his spiritual 
nature. With James, faith has no practical element whatever; it 
is never pointed out, as with Paul, that faith is the principle of 
epya, of moral conduct. The faith of James is nothing higher 
than the faith of which Paul says, 1 Cor. xiii. 1 sq., that the man 
who has it, and nothing more, is like a sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal. It was not to this faith that Paul ascribed the 
power to justify; he says of it ovSev dxf>e\ovpbaL To this vain and 
empty faith Paul opposes the faith which justifies, as the only 

1 Der Brief Jakobi, Tub. 1833, p. 4 3 sq. 
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true one, but the former is the only faith with which James seems 
to be acquainted. He says of faith indeed, that it crwepyel rol? 
epyois, i i 22, so that irlaris seems to be an active principle which 
cooperates to justification ; and he says that man is not justified 
by faith alone (OVK ac irlarew povov, ii. 24 ) ; and justification by 
works is called the fulfilment of faith, £K T&V epycov reXetovrai r) 
Trior t,$, ii. 22. Notwithstanding all this, however, he does not 
seem to recognise any inner connexion between irlans and epya. 
Had he done so, then irlan? must have appeared as the operating 
principle of epya, and irlan* would then be the main considera
tion ; the epya would be merely the form in which the inner irlan? 
becomes external. But how can James have conceived irlar^ as 
standing in this relation to epya, when he applies expressions to 
it which deny that it has in itself any life and activity, qualities 
which, had it been a principle, it must of necessity have had? 
That cannot have the rank or importance of a principle, which, as 
is said of faith in unmistakable terms, is dead for all further pur
poses, is devoid of strength or life, and must be likened to a body 
that is without spirit, without any principle of animation (ii. 
20-26). And how could James have attributed BiKatovcrOac simply 
to epya, if epya were themselves to be referred to irlcrn^ as their 
principle, so that their power to justify was derived from TTLCTTL^ ? 

It is evident that epya and they alone are regarded as real and 
substantial; they are not merely a form in which a substance 
derived from something else that is greater is deposited; they are 
what they are immediately, of themselves and in virtue of their own 
nature, not merely the Outward of a different Inward, such as faith 
would be. It is true that James places trier i$ by the side of epya 
and even makes irlari^ the presupposition of epya, but what does this 
amount to ? It amounts merely to this: that faith is present as well 
as works, but no more is asserted than that it is present. The avv-
epyelv of which he speak s signifies nothing more than this : that 
iricrri^, mere theoretical knowledge, is a concomitant element of 
the religious consciousness, of which, however, works are the sub
stantial form. The view implied rather than stated here is one 
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according to which the theoretical and the practical, knowledge on 
the one hand, and on the other the action which is in perfect har
mony with will, do indeed stand side by side, but are quite un-
mediated with each other. Each exists for itself, and forms a 
sphere for itself beyond which it does not pass, and being thus 
unconnected with each other, they actually fall asunder. The 
unity is not reached in which the two sides are embraced and 
harmonized. It is by no means the case here, as with the Pauline 
conception of faith, that the theoretical and the practical are felt 
to form a unity, the latter being contained implicitly in the 
former, and being related to it as the outer to the inner. And if 
this interpenetration of the theoretical and the practical be wanting, 
and with it that unity of the spirit which the two ought to com
bine to form, if the two elements stand side by side without being 
mediated with each other, then, of course, the practical must 
appear to be the immediate and the independent, and the centre 
of gravity of the religious consciousness must fall on the side of 
the practical. This is plainly stated in the proposition that re
ligion consists essentially in willing and in action, or that no 
SiKcucoac^ is possible, save what comes through epya. Only epya 
are reckoned to be real and objective, since they are what exists 
in the state of actuality. Now this amounts to saying that only 
what exists outwardly, empirically, to the senses, is true and 
actual This outward existence, however, necessarily presupposes 
other existence in a different form, that is, in essence; and even 
the Jacobean view recognises that epya come after and presuppose 
iricTTi^ But the characteristic feature of the position is that what 
is in essence is held to be the unreal, the empty, the shadow, which, 
existing as it does in essence is held unimportant, and scarcely 
worth considering. Thus with James the relation of TTICTT^ to 
epya is this, that iricms has scarcely any real existence in itself 
at all, that it is only in epya that it begins to exist truly and 
actually. The Pauline doctrine of justification takes us to the 
very opposite pole; here everything actual has reality only in 
virtue of that which it is in essence. litems is what epya pro-
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ceed from and presuppose; and the value of epya consists entirely 
in ircartVy this is the substantial element in them, this is the 
main point in question, and epya are, as it were, a mere accidens 
of TTIOTLS. Not that which exists externally, but that which is essen
tially, is true and real; and only that which can be conceived as being 
in essence can truly exist, as with Paul epya are true, actual epya 
only inasmuch as they are operations of irlan,?. Eegarded from the 
one standpoint epya have their absolute value in themselves; they are 
for themselves the absolute, and the fact must be overlooked that 
as material phenomena they are and must be finite and imperfect. 
Eegarded from the other standpoint, the epya appear as the parti
cular, and bear a negative and inadequate relation to their own 
essential conception. This negative character of the particular 
must be constantly corrected by a reference to the unity of the 
whole, namely to faith, the moral disposition which is the totality 
of the particular actions. The contrast of the Jacobean and the 
Pauline doctrine is thus not merely that of the Judaeo-Christian 
and the opposite school of Christian thought: it is the contrast of 
the empirical and the speculative. Paul rises in his doctrine of 
faith from the empirical consciousness to the spiritual; starting 
from the position that works as the particular can only be finite, 
inadequate, and negative, and that the consciousness of the ab
solute, if there be such a thing, cannot reside in works themselves 
but must be something beyond and above them, he rises to that 
which is essential, and which works presuppose. This is faith; 
it is as a unity, as a totality, what works can only represent in a 
finite, inadequate and negative way. Looking at the doctrine of 
James from this point of view, we cannot but consider it a retro
gression from that of Paul. When James puts hitcaiovaQai eg 
epycov in place of the Pauline BcKacovaOat e/c irlarecdVy he ascribes 
to works that absolute value which faith has with Paul The 
reason why Paul denied hiKatovaOai to epya was that there was 
nothing absolute about them, and that they could only stand in 
an inadequate relation to hucaiovaOau Now what does James do 
but vindicate for works that absolute character which, according to 
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Paul, they cannot possibly have ? They could not have this ab
solute character except in virtue of their unity with faith, and 
thus the absoluteness of works would not belong to works but to 
faith This absoluteness of faith, however, is just what James 
denies. He must therefore place the absoluteness which works 
must have in their reference to SucaiovcrOcu in the works them
selves, regardless of the proof that has been given that works can
not as such have any absolute value What is this but going 
back to a position which Paul had already overcome ? The ab
solute standpoint of Christian consciousness which Paul took up 
in his doctrine of faith is degraded again to that of Judaeo- Christi
anity, at which a value is ascribed to works, which from their 
very nature they cannot possibly have. The spiritual conscious
ness of faith is made to retreat before the empirical consciousness 
of works. 

But though the account here given of the relations the two doc
trines bear to each other be accepted as satisfactory, the further 
question will remain, whether the Epistle of James is to be regarded 
as an intentional denial of the Pauline doctrine. This question is 
so important for the history of Paulinism that we feel bound to 
devote some attention to it. Schneckenburger1 and Neander2 have, 
as is well known, maintained that this is not the case. Neander 
asserts that the proposition of James, which most scholars 
seem constrained to regard as a denial of the Pauline doctrine 
of justification, belongs to quite a different province of religious 
life from that doctrine, and is aimed at a tendency of the Jewish 
mind, at the dead faith of Jewish religiosity. " It is mere imagina
tion," Neander says, " to suppose that James alludes to the expres
sions and the illustrations of Paul. And is this allusion, if such 
it be, so very striking ? Let it be remembered that the Pauline 
phraseology arose out of Judaism, from the Judaeo-Hellenic use of 
terms,—it was by no means made up of new expressions, but often 
simply appropriated the old Jewish terms, employed them in new 

1 Annot. ad Epist. Jac. 1832, p. 126 sq., Beitrage zur EinL in's N . T., p. 196 sq. 
2 Planting and Training, i. 357 sq. 
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combinations, applied them to new contrasts, and animated them 
with a new spirit. Thus neither the term 8i/ccuov<r0cu in reference 
to God, nor the term TTIOTK, was entirely new; both of these ideas 
had long been familiar to the Jews. And the example of Abraham 
as a hero of faith must have been obvious to every Jew," etc. All 
this is very well known, and no one denies it; but what does it 
prove with regard to the position to be assigned to the Epistle in 
the history of the primitive Church ? With regard to this, the 
only question we have to ask is, whether the onesided and perverted 
religious position which James denotes with the formula Sucai-
ovadcu etc irl<TT€co$ can be regarded as a phenomenon which stands 
in any natural connexion with Judaism. And this question must 
undoubtedly be answered in the negative. Abstract notional faith, 
such as the term BcKaiovaOac i/c moTeoj? may denote when used 
in a bad sense, was never one of the leading errors of the Jewish 
religion. It is true that faith is an important feature of the Jewish 
religion, faith, that is, in the One true God, or the yivcoa/ceiv Oeov, 
by which Judaism is distinguished from heathenism, This faith, 
however, is an essentially practical thing; it is essential to it that 
the knowledge of God should always be accompanied by the worship 
of God through all the religious actions which are prescribed in the 
law. Judaism is no mere speculative monotheism: it is the religion 
of the one true God who has revealed himself in the law; and as 
the law demands, according to the very conception of its nature, to 
be observed and kept, so action in conformity with the law is the 
very essence and the distinctive characteristic of the Jewish reli
gion. Thus except where confusion arose from the invasion of 
foreign elements, the main errors of the Jewish religion were not 
errors of theory, but of practice; the form of religious life was 
determined by the law in its various aspects and demands. Now 
it is certainly possible that the main error of a legal religion such 
as Judaism may consist in the mere knowledge of the law being 
regarded as the most important point. But the law being in its 
very essence a thing to be practised, knowledge thus divorced from 
action cannot be considered a peculiar development of the legal 

u 
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religion, but must be considered as simply irreligion. The dead 
knowledge of the law and the empty learning of the Scribes which 
Neander cites is not a form of religion, but an utter want of the 
true religious life. Now, even though hiicaiovcrOcu U irlcrrem were 
a mere onesided development of Judaism, there must yet be some
thing in it that might possibly become the principle of a definite 
direction of religious life. But no man could ever propound it as 
a principle to be seriously accepted and acted on, that mere know
ledge is all that is wanted in order to satisfy the law. Where 
mere knowledge is made to take the place of action, it is not that 
a theory to this effect has been advanced or accepted; it is merely 
that there is a deficiency of practical conduct. In no case, how
ever, could this mere knowledge, knowledge for its own sake 
and regardless of action, be rationally called irurrevew; knowledge 
and faith are not the same, and it would be hard to see what was 
meant by faith in such a connexion. The chief aberration of the 
religious life of Judaism is not to be sought on the side of the 
theoretical; but it is distinctly to be found on the side of the 
practical. The danger to which a religion that insists on legal 
obedience is most exposed is that action may be dissociated from 
disposition, that an action which is merely external and consists 
in the external performance of works may come to claim for 
itself a real religious value. In this regard there is no more 
notorious phenomenon in the whole history of religion than the 
legal formalism, the work-holiness, the opus operatum of the Jewish 
religion. Neander seeks, very naturally, to introduce the notion 
of the opus operatum as an element in this discussion. He finds 
the opus operatum, however, in such a faith in the one Jehovah 
and the Messiah as leaves the disposition unaffected; a notion 
entirely untenable, and, indeed, self-contradictory. An opus 
operatum, where such exists, cannot be an inward thing such as 
faith : it must be something outward, some work or performance. 
If then the StKacovcrOac CK TrLcrrews, which James condemns, be a 
product of Judaism, it would more aptly be called fo/caiovcrOai 
epyeov. But there can be no doubt that the SucaiovcrOai he iriarem 
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which Paul condemns is an error chargeable to the Jewish cast 
of religion. Thus we should have the curious fact that the Jewish 
religion is charged with two opposite errors, SitcaiovcrOai e/e iriarem 
and hiKaiovaOai e% epycov, by two writers who, on the hypothesis, 
are at one on the nature of the Christian SucaiovaOai. This is 
somewhat difficult to grasp ; and it is equally difficult to see how, 
after James had denied SifcacovaOai IK irurrew, Paul on the other 
hand came to deny SixaiovaOai e£ epycov. To suppose that the 
denial of iiKaiovadai ex TTIOTCW preceded that of hiKaiovaOai el; 
epycov is manifestly a perversion of the natural and logical order of 
affairs. The element of the Jewish religion, which must have 
excited the most lively repugnance in the fully formed Christian 
consciousness, as it appeared for the first time in Paul, was 
undoubtedly its empty confidence in outward works. From this 
it was necessary to appeal to the inner disposition,—to faith. Then, 
when the inward, or faith, had come to be regarded as the most 
important point, the suspicion might very naturally arise, that too 
much importance was ascribed to this part, and that action and 
practice were in danger of being neglected. And it is obvious how 
naturally this suspicion would arise in the form of a reaction 
against the Pauline doctrine of justification by faith in the minds 
of men whose whole history and habits of thought disposed them 
to place the essence of religion in the practical, or in works, 
that is to say, in the Judaeo-Christians who could scarcely be said 
to have left Judaism behind them. It is only in this way that 
Paul's denial of SixaiovaOai ef epycov, and James's denial of SiKat
ovaOac ex irlarecov can appear in that natural relation to each other, 
which-they must have held in the course of the advance from 
Judaism to Christianity. Christian polemic on the subject of 
hiKaiovadai can have found the object of its attacks nowhere but 
in Judaism, as Neander cannot but allow. Now if the first object 
of attack in this controversy were SiKaiovcOai ex irlarecov, then 
(not to mention that Neander/s rendering of it as an element of 
Judaism is utterly capricious and unwarranted) we should have 
this curious and unnatural state of affairs before us: that James 
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calls the Jewish hiiccuovcrOcu a Si/ccuovcrffcu e/c irlareco^, while Paul 
uses this expression of the Christian way of justification ; and that 
James calls the Christian Si/ccuovo-Oai a 8t,/ccuov<r0cu e£ epycov, the 
expression by which Paul denotes the Jewish. In this way the 
Jewish 8ucawv<r0cu would be the Christian, and the Christian the 
Jewish; the two writers would be writing of the same thing, but 
in each of the two expressions that had to be employed on the sub
ject, each writer would mean the opposite of what the other writer 
meant. The two expressions would thus exchange meanings, 
without a word of explanation being added, and although one of 
the two writers must have had the other before him. So unnatural 
a theory of the relation between James and Paul could only have 
been invented to serve some purpose. The reason why it was 
denied that the Epistle of James contained any reference to the 
Pauline doctrine of justification was that this was the evidence 
that had been used to prove its later origin or its spuriotisness. 
Thus in this case also personal considerations were placed above 
considerations of fact and substance. One would have supposed 
that there was a sufficient contrast between the author of this 
Epistle, a writer so much at home in the Greek language and in 
Greek modes of thought, and a genuine Palestinian Judaeo-Chris
tian like James, as we know him especially froin the description 
of Hegesippus; and that this would have been enough, had there 
been no other evidence, to preclude the idea that the latter could 
have been the writer.1 

1 A s the Epistle undoubtedly presupposes the development of the Pauline 
doctrine, its date cannot be placed very early. The Pauline doctrine must have 
become generally known, and its opposition to Judaeo-Christianity perceived, 
before this Epistle was written. But it is not only the doctrine of the apostle 
Paul that we see to have been in existence at the t ime; we find allusions to his 
Epistles, which leave little room for doubt that the author was acquainted with 
them. Compare i 2 with Rom. v. 3 sq.; i. 18 with Rom. viii. 2 3 ; i. 21 with 
Rom. xiii. 12 ; i. 22 with Rom. ii. 1 3 ; i i 21 with Gal. iii. 6, Rom. iv. 3 ; iv. 1 
with Rom. vii. 2 3 ; iv. 4 with Rom. viii. 7 ; iv. 12 with Rom. ii. 1, xiv. 4. A s 
for the use made of the example of Abraham, this, as De W e t t e remarks, Theol. 
Stud. u. Krit. 1830, p. 349, cannot be held to prove that James was referring to 
Paul's Epistles to the Galatians and Romans. Paul and his followers may have 
used the argument frequently in their oral discourses. Y e t in view of such a 
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The doctrine of this Epistle, then, must be considered as intended 
to correct that of Paul. But we should not do justice to the Epistle 
nor understand its doctrinal position if we judged that this 
correction of the Pauline doctrine was the chief end for which 
it was written. What is devoted to this subject is manifestly 
only a part of the contents of the Epistle, which are in general 
eminently practical, and consist chiefly of admonitions and in
structions. The main characteristic of the Epistle is its practical 
tendency, and this can only be understood from the Judaeo-Chris-
tian standpoint from which it is written. What we have here is 
no longer the original harsh and rigid opposition of Judaism to 
Christianity, as we meet it in the Epistles of our apostle; the 
opposition has softened down, the harsher demands of the law are 
now departed from. There is nothing here to remind us of the 
Judaeo-Christianity of James, a man whom we know from GaL ii. 

series of analogous passages it beoomes more probable that there was such a 
reference. A curious circumstance is the appeal made both in this Epistle and 
in that to the Hebrews to the example of Rahab; James i i 25 , Heb. xi. 31. De 
W e t t e observes very truly:—" I t is very improbable that the idea of quoting 
Rahab as an instance of faith occurred to any other mind than that of the writer 
to the Hebrews ; it is not faith that she is celebrated for in the Old Testament, 
and her character is not above suspicion. The peculiar train of thought, however, 
which that writer was pursuing led him to exalt her as a heroine of faith. I t is 
therefore extremely probable that James made use of this Epistle, and this very 
obvious fact could scarcely be denied on the evidence that properly belongs to the 
subject. The reason for refusing to accept it must be drawn from some foreign 
motive, or must consist in mere prejudice. Let each man lay his hand upon his 
heart, and ask himself whether, if the deductions to be made from this fact were 
such as suited him, he could continue to deny it." Neander's reply to this consists 
in the question whether the allusions are so obvious after all. I t is always 
possible to put such questions, but they do not conceal the underlying subjective 
interest and motive, which Neander indeed almost acknowledges, to make the 
Epistle of James earlier than Paul. Every unprejudiced person must see that an 
Epistle which contains references to that to the Hebrews must be post-Pauline. 
Compare De Wette's EinL in d. N . T. , p. 310 , where the true verdict on the 
subject is given:—" The signs of later composition which the Epistle itself contains 
are abundantly sufficient to prove that it was not written by James the brother 
of the Lord, but by a later author who assumed his name. The fiction of which 
he availed himself, and of which moreover the unepistolary form of address is an 
additional feature, was one not uncommon in antiquity. This view is not new 
to the church, and it is only narrowness and timidity that will be startled at it 
now-a-days." 
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to have been impregnated with all the obstinacy of traditionary 
Judaism, and to have been the uncompromising upholder of every 
Jewish institution, even of circumcision. Christianity is indeed 
regarded as a vo/ios, but it is a PO/AO? which has cast off the 
yoke of ceremonial Judaism; all that the expression is meant to 
convey is the idea of religion as moral action, as practical conduct. 
It can never cease to be considered an essential element of religion 
that it is a practical thing and must go forth in moral and religious 
action or works: and this, the main substance of the religion of 
the Old Testament, is asserted to belong to Christianity as well. 
This suggests to us that though Christianity was at first identical 
with Judaism in the eyes of the Judaeo-Christians, it had by the 
time when this Epistle was written passed through a certain pro
cess of development, and had thus reached a stage much later in 
time than that of GaL ii. And when the writer calls the law the 
vdfws reXeios rfj^ eXevOepias, we see plainly enough the influence 
that Pauline Christianity had been exerting in this quarter. The 
Judaeo-Christian writer of the Epistle has come to entertain the 
idea of freedom, an idea which can have signified nothing but the 
liberation of the consciousness from everything which appeared 
from the Christian point of view to be the yoke of Jewish bond
age : and it was the apostle Paul who first introduced this idea 
into Christian thought. This standpoint, belonging as it did to the 
more educated Christian consciousness, was one which James was 
far from having made his own, for we must not form our estimate 
of his position from the Paulinizing account of him given in the 
Acts. Nor can any one who has conceived even a tolerably rational 
view of the history possibly consent to regard that Judaeo-Chris-
tianity which had passed through the Pauline process of develop
ment, and the original Judaeo-Christianity which rejected the 
root-principle of Paulinism, as belonging to the same group or 
epoch, or to disregard the wide gulf that lies between the two. It 
is urged by Neander that the readers of the Epistle were none but 
Judaeo-Christians and as such neither inclined nor able to attach 
themselves to Paul or to assimilate the Pauline system. This may 
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be so; yet they are not by any means unaffected by the Pauline 
view of the law: the great concession is an accomplished fact, that 
Judaism is to dispense with several of its most important institu
tions for the sake of the alliance with Christianity. The main 
point is now to maintain Judaism on its spiritual side, as 
the religion of practical conduct or moral action. Eegarded in this 
way the Epistle of James presents to us that form of Christianity 
in which it was based upon Judaism indeed, but Judaism spiritual
ized and released from its positive forms, and was conceived as 
mainly a practical religiousness. Pauline Christianity devotes its 
energies to the discovery of, and engrossment in, what is deepest in 
the Christian consciousness; it is aware of a certain tendency to 
speculation; it seeks to become a comprehensive theory, and to 
grasp the contents of Christianity in the light of its absolute idea, 
as represented in the person of Christ. It is not content with a 
simple declaration of the forgiveness of sins as a Christian truth, it 
seeks to explain how the fact is possible, and by what ways and 
means it is brought home to the consciousness. It recognises and 
asserts that the true essence of Christianity is found only in the 
history and the person of Christ; but it does not rest in this as a 
fact declared; it seeks to apprehend the person of Christ in its 
highest, its absolute significance. The standpoint of the Epistle of 
James is an entirely different one. Here the peculiar Pauline 
ideas of the death of Christ and its atoning virtue, of the Holy 
Spirit as the principle of Christian consciousness, and the subjective 
appropriation of salvation, and of the person of Christ, are left out 
of sight, not merely because they do not happen to come in the 
writer's way (being however presupposed, as it is said), but because 
they lie entirely outside of his sphere of vision. The higher 
dignity of Christ is but barely hinted at in the expression XpLOTo? 
rfj<; Sdgrj*;, ii. 1. This is the only passage in the Epistle where 
Christ is named, so different is it in this respect from those of 
Paul. Nofios and /evpios are no more than mentioned, and the 
latter in so indefinite a way that /evptw may be understood of God 
as well as of Christ. W e see here what an Old Testament and 
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deistical thing, so to speak, Christianity would have become, if this 
had been the only channel of its development. There is no living 
impulse here to develop organically the specific Christian element 
as it is contained in the idea of the person of Christ: what is 
specifically Christian fades away into general religion, of which 
the practical is the substantial element. Christianity is indeed 
the word of truth (i. 18) ; not however as the eternal Logos, in 
the absolute idea of whom the Christology of Paul finds its satis
faction, but as the principle of a new moral creation and regenera
tion, through which it is to operate practically in moral conduct 
and action. As then Pauline Christianity, following up its theoreti
cal tendency and going back to the inner principle of Christian con
sciousness, reaches a point where it seems directly to conflict with 
this mainly practical interest, it is inevitable that these two ten
dencies, the Pauline and the Jacobean, starting as they do from 
opposite poles, should at this point come into collision. This point 
is reached in the doctrine of justification by faith, as Paul propounds 
it; the opposition lurking in the two tendencies from the begin
ning appears in all its force in the conflicting statements : $i/caiov-
rcu avOpcoiros ef epyaw, and SIKCUOVTCU etc TrlcrT€co$. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that this correction of the 
Pauline doctrine of justification was the writer's sole object in 
composing his Epistle. Had this been the case, the subject must 
have occupied a much more prominent position in the Epistle, and 
been distinctly marked as its principal topic. It is clearly its con
nexion with the rest of what he has to say that leads the writer 
to take up this point It is not hard to discern that the task the 
writer proposed to himself was to give a systematic view of Chris
tian life as it appeared from the peculiar standpoint which he 
occupied with his particular form of Judaeo-Christianity; to show 
what form and aspect Christian life with all its parts assumed in 
the light of such views as he held. Now as this standpoint was a 
thoroughly practical one, for the character of the Jewish religion, 
with which Christianity is so intimately blended here, made this 
a thing of course, it is natural that the Epistle should be occupied 
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mainly with the principal elements of practical moral life, as it dis
plays itself in Christian actions and endurance. The Christian is 
to be exhibited here—in the character he wears from this point of 
view, as an dvrjp rekew, and the perfection of Christian life—which 
can be nothing but an epyov reteiov. The whole contents of the 
Epistle may be very simply and naturally arranged in the light of 
this idea. But we do not enter further into these details, our ob
ject in making these remarks being simply to show the relation 
borne by the doctrine of the Epistle to that of Paul, and to restore 
the Epistle to its place in the history of the early development of 
Christianity, from which it has been removed by unfounded and 
arbitrary assumptions. 
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THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS : THEIR GENUINENESS AND 

THEIR BEARING ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE PAROUSIA OF CHRIST. 

[Supplement to Part n. Chapter v n . 1 ] 

D R . LIPSIUS has lately returned to the discussion of the First 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, and has referred to my criticism of 
i t 2 He is of opinion that it is possible to accept my account of 
the peculiar characteristics of the Epistle without being shut up 
to my conclusion with regard to its genuineness. All that is 
needed for this end, he thinks, is a correcter view of the object of 
the Epistle. "The marks of a controversy against Judaism, of 
which the Epistle contains a considerable number, have never yet 
been placed in the right light. The apostolical dignity of Paul 
has been impugned or threatened, and his object in celebrating 
as he does the praises of the Thessalonians is to draw attention to 
the success of his labours among them as the best evidence of his 
apostolical calling. The passage ii. 3 betrays a distinct personal 
interest of this nature. He had been charged, and this attack can 
only have come from the Jews, with irXclvrj, dfcadapala, 80X05, and 
doubts had been raised as to the purity of his motives. The 
Epistle carries us back to the time when Paul had just founded 
the churches of Macedonia. His repeated appeals to the Thessa
lonians as to the effectiveness of his preaching and the divine 
origin of his doctrine, his eagerness to defend himself against the 
imputation of impure motives, the description of his unselfish con-

1 From the Theol. Jahrblicher xiv. 1855, p. 141 sqq. Cf. above, p. 97. 
2 In the Studien und Kritiken 1854, p. 905 sqq.: Ueber Zweck und Veranlas-

sung des ersten Thessalonicher briefs. 
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duct, by which he rebuts the charge, and the statement to which 
he recurs again and again, that he does not aim at the applause 
of men, all this reminds us of the closely analogous situation of 
the Corinthian Epistles, especially the second. But the chief 
interest of the First Thessalonian Epistle is derived from the fact 
that the opposition to the apostle is not yet so pronounced and 
definite as we find it in those to the Corinthians. The opposition 
party has not yet taken shape, but the elements of it are already 
discernible, and the apostle sees the storm brewing. In these 
circumstances he had to take measures as far as possible to fortify 
his own position against the libellous attacks of his enemies, and 
to secure the church he had founded from inward disorder and 
dismemberment." 

The chief point that criticism has to consider in the case of the 
first of these Epistles is undoubtedly the striking resemblance 
which, as I have already shown, it bears in a number of passages 
to the Epistles to the Corinthians. Dr. Lipsius does not deny the 
fact of this resemblance; but he differs from me in holding this 
Epistle to be the original, while I hold it to be the copy. W e 
have thus to inquire whether we can reasonably consider the cir
cumstances spoken of in this Epistle to be the beginnings and 
elements of the similar, only more fully developed set qf circum
stances which we find in the church of Corinth, or whether there 
is anything to show that they have been adopted for literary 
purposes, such as a later author writing under the assumed name 
of the apostle might think himself justified in promoting in this 
way. I am decidedly of opinion that the latter is the case. 
Bepeated investigations of the subject have confirmed my convic
tion that the passages in question in the Thessalonian Epistles 
give us nothing that is primary or fresh or self-evidencing; that 
they are the copy of an original, that the features of the original 
have lost much bf their clearness in being reproduced for another 
circle of readers, and that only by going back to the original is it 
possible to infuse life and reality into these fainter outlines. I 
shall seek to prove this in detail 
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The Epistle begins, after the Pauline greeting and benediction, 
with almost the same words as 1 Cor. i 4 : evyapurrovp^ev TCO Seep 
iravTore irepl irdvrcov vp,S)v, and with a thanksgiving, as in the 
Corinthian Epistle, for all the blessings conveyed to the Thessa
lonians through the gospel that had been preached to and received 
by them. The contrast drawn, i. 5, between X0709 and 81W/U9 
shows the author to be moving in the same circle of ideas as the 
apostle in the first chapters of First Corinthians, though he merely 
extracts the general drift of ideas which there appear in much 
greater detail. The words: OTI TO eiayyeXiov r)p,a>v OVK eyevr^drj 
eU ifids ev \dy<p fidvov aWa Kal ev hwdpbei, amounts precisely to 
what the apostle says in a connexion which gives the statements 
far greater force and meaning, 1 Cor. i i 4 : Kal 6 \dyo$ puov Kal TO 
KTjpvyfid piov OVK ev ireidols ao<f>ca<; aXX* ev diroBel^ec 

TTvevpbaTos Kal SvvdpLecos, etc., and iv. 20, oi yap ev \dyq> r) 
ftaaCkela TOV Qeov, aXX* ev Bwdpusi. A t 1 Cor. x i 1 the apostle 
sums up his exhortations in the sentence: pupajTal piov ylveaOe 
Ka6m eya> Xpurrov; but, 1 Thess. i 6, this imitation is spoken of 
and praised as a thing the Thessalonians had already practised. 
They are extolled for the pattern they had given and which had 
already attracted attention far and wide, 1 Thess. i 7 sq.: dxf> 
vpb&v yap ejfrp(r)Tai 0 Xoyo? TOV Kvpiov oi pudvov ev TTJ MaKeSovla 
Kal A^ala, aXka Kal ev iravrl Torrtp r) TTLCTTI^ r) irpo? TOV Qeov 
e^e\r]\v0€v, just as the apostle says in praise of the Eoman 
Christians, Eom. i 8 : ort r) irlcrrt$ vp,cov KarayyiKKerai ev iravrl 
TG> Koapitp. But what reminds us more than anything else of the 
peculiar tone of the Corinthian Epistles is the reference, in
troduced with such earnestness, to the manner of the apostle's first 
appearance among the Thessalonians, and to the evidence their 
own consciousness must furnish of the success of his labours. 
Compare 1 Cor. i i 1, Kcvyco ekOcov 7rpb<t vpuis, dSeXxf>ol, ijXdov oi, 
etc., verse 3, KOI eya—eyevdpLrjv Trpo? vpa$: iii 1, Kal eya>, 
dSeXcpol, OVK r)hw7]6rfv XaXrjaai vpuv, etc. This appears even 
more markedly in the Second Epistle, especially i 12, r) yap 
Kavypcns r)p,a>v avrr] earl, TO paprvpiov aw€iZr\aem r)p£>v, 
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etc., iii 2 , sq. etc. The passages analogous to these in 1 Thess. are 
i 9 : avrol yap irepl rjpb&v dirayyeWovacv, oiroiav etcroSov eoyopAv 
7T/jo? ts/ta?; ii. 1, avrol ydp otSare, dSe\<f>ol, rrjv etcroSov rjpLcov rrjv 
7T/>05 v{m<$ ore ov tcevrj yeyovev; verse 5 , tcadcos otSare, verse 9, 
pLvrjpLovevere yap; verse 10, vpuels p,dprvpe$; verse 11, /caddirep 
otSare, etc. As in the Corinthian Epistles, so here, the meaning 
and aim of all the passages of this kind is to be found in th£ 
apostle's defence of himself against the imputations of his 
opponents. In the Epistle to the Corinthians other more general 
topics are made to lead up to this apology in one way and another; 
it is intimately interwoven with the other contents of the Epistles, 
rather indirectly than directly. In the Epistle to the Thessa
lonians we have an abstraction from the concrete historical cir
cumstances of the former case, and the apologetic aim comes to 
the front and is dwelt upon for its own sake. The imputations 
against which the apostle is made to defend himself are in part 
extremely general and vague, and partly of such a nature that the 
falsehood of the accusation is quite obvious and scarcely needs to 
be demonstrated. What is purposely kept to the end in the 
Epistles to the Corinthians is here taken up at the very outset. 
In 1 Thess. ii. 3-6, we find an echo of the last two chapters of the 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians, where the apostle vindicates his 
personal honour against his Judaizing opponents, and asserts him
self to be no teacher of false doctrine, no deceiver, no flatterer, 
and that his conduct has not been selfish or ambitious or over
bearing. As we read 2 Cor. xii. 16 sq. of Sdktp \aftelv, irXeove/crelv, 
eirifHapehy so also here. The peculiar expression ev fidpet, ehai 
especially points unmistakably to 2 Cor. xii. 1 6 : € 7 © ov icare-
fJdprjcra vpuis, and x i 9 , ev iravrl dftaprj vp!iv epbavrov err\pT\cra, 
and can only be explained from these passages. When the 
apostle says, W e have not sought honour from men, neither from 
others, nor from you, Svvdpevoi ev fidpei eXvai, ©5 Xpiarov 
dirdcrroXoL, this can only mean, as it is generally interpreted, that 
he did not do this although he might quite well have assumed 

file:///aftelv
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authority and asserted his position as an apostle of Christ.1 But 

why is this conveyed with the expression ev ft ape i ehai, which 

occurs nowhere else in the New Testament in this sense? The 

expression clearly ought to convey in accordance with its proper 

sense, the sense which it bears in both the passages of 2 Cor., 

the idea of burdensomeness to others, by means of oppressive 

demands on them, especially such as are dictated by covetousness 

and love of money. How is it then that wXeove^ia is conjoined 

with it in this passage, 1 Thess. ii. 5, where the former expression 

is used in quite a different sense, and where the two expressions 

do not supplement nor explain each other as in 2 Corinthians. It 

is evident from what follows that ev fidpei elvai at once suggested 

to the author the ewiftapelv of the Corinthian Epistle, verse 9 ; he 

makes the apostle ask his readers to think of his labour and 

trouble, how working night and day, that he might not be burden

some to any of them, he preached to them the gospel of God. 

And here again we detect an arbitrary misinterpretation of a 

thing, which, as it occurs in the Corinthian Epistle, is quite 

natural and intelligible. The apostle himself speaks of a KOTTOS 

and pud^dov (the only other passage where these two occur in this 

conjunction is the parallel 2 Thess. iii 8), but not in the special 

sense of a manual epyd^ea-dat: and in regard to the ov/c emftapetv, 

what he there asserts that he did out of consideration for the 

peculiar circumstances of the Corinthian church is in the Epistle 

to the Thessalonians represented as his universal practice. The 

section 1 Thess. ii. 1 sq. presents other points of analogy with the 

Corinthian Epistles (cf. verse 2, eirapprjaiaadpbeda with 2 Cor. 

iii 12, iroWfj Trapprjaid xpdypbeda, and the affectionate expressions 

with which the apostle speaks of the church as a child which he 

had nursed and cherished, 1 Thess. i i 7, 11, with 2 Cor. xii. 14, 

15). Dr. Lipsius can neither ignore nor account for these 

1 The interpretation of Lipsius is quite unnatural and grammatically im
possible. A s apostles of Christ we have no need of honour from men; on the 
contrary we are able to be in burden and trouble, i.e. to endure persecutions and 
afflictions of all kinds with an even mind. Avvdfitvoi here, as bwapcvos Gal. i i i 21, 
is the pure abstract can ; what one might do but does not actually do. 
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analogies. In the Corinthian Epistles there is never any doubt 
who the antagonists are against whom the apostle is defending 
himself; his whole argument is aimed at the Judaizing party who 
counteracted his influence in the Corinthian church. But who 
are the opponents with whom he is confronted in the First Epistle 
to the Thessalonians ? Dr. Lipsius infers from ii. 1 4 - 1 6 that they 
were Jews who had made a personal attack on the apostle on 
account of the gospel he preached, because he had taken up the 
position of apostle to the Gentiles. " Thus it was an opposition 
which sprang from the same grounds as the Judaizing opposition 
in other quarters. The only difference is that the opponents dealt 
with here appear to stand for the most part outside of Christianity; 
the antagonism to the apostle had not yet reached the dangerous 
stage to which it rose in Corinth about a year later, when an anti-
Pauline party made its appearance in the bosom of the Christian 
church itself It was still possible to point to the churches of 
Palestine as examples of patient endurance of Judaistic persecution. 
This could never have been the case if emissaries had already 
arrived from Judaea for the purpose of stirring up the Christians 
of Macedonia against the apostle. What Paul feared was the 
formation at Thessalonica of an opposition, a Judaistically-minded 
Christ-party; since the attacks which proceeded here from the 
unbelieving Jews had been aimed at him in Galatia by the 
Judaeo-Chri8tian party," etc. Al l this is entirely destitute of 
foundation; it is entirely imaginary. The churches of Palestine 
were the head-quarters of Christian Judaism, and how can they 
ever have been exposed to Judaistic persecution? And it is a 
mere unwarranted assumption, when Jews and Judaizers are 
classed together in this way as if what is true of the one were 
true of the other also. Both were, of course, hostile to the 
apostle; but is it conceivable that Jews expressed their antipathy 
to him with no graver charge than that of ifkeovefya, etc. They 
either rejected the gospel altogether as a a/cdv&aXov, or they hated 
the apostle for being an apostate and an enemy of the law. It is, 
on the other hand, a very curious circumstance that while the 
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opponents whom the apostle combats in his Epistles are Judaizers, 
and Judaizers only, the smaller Epistles which assumed his name 
are occupied with a controversy with the Jews, a controversy, 
however, the very vagueness and generality of which show it to 
be the product of reflection, Where shall we find a passage in 
the Epistles to the Galatians, Corinthians, or Romans, where the 
apostle reproaches the Jews, as he is made to do here, 1 Thess. 
i i 15, with having killed Jesus and the prophets, and persecuted 
himself, with not pleasing God, and being contrary to all men ? 
The adversaries with whom he comes in contact in his Epistles 
are of a different kind; but at a time when Paulinisin had no 
longer any conflict with Judaeo-Christianity, and was interested 
rather in finding means of accommodation with it, the apostle was 
made to write not against the Judaizers, but against the Jews. 
He could not be conceived without a contest of some kind on his 
hands, and the Jews could be made to receive all that he had to 
hurl against the enemies of the gospel. And this explains the 
reference to the churches of Judaea as a pattern for Gentile 
Christians, 1 Thess. i i 14. For this also we shall in vain seek a 
parallel in the admittedly genuine Epistles. 

An analogy becomes always more undeniable the further it can 
be traced through a number of detached particulars. And this 
holds good in this instance. The next section, ii. 17 -20 and 
iii. 1 sq., bears very clearly the impress of the Corinthian Epistles, 
especially the second of them. It is curious how the apostle is 
said, i i 17, not merely to have wished more than once, but to have 
actually formed the intention once and again, an intention which 
only Satan had hindered, of returning to Thessalonica. How 
could this be the case so immediately after his departure from 
that city, and when Timothy, whom he had left there on that 
occasion, had just rejoined him ? How could he possibly have 
come to propose such a journey in the earlier stage of his residence 
at Corinth, and amid the stress of the anxieties and labours with 
which he was occupied and engrossed in founding a new church ? 
When we consider, however, how much there is in this Epistle 
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that is evidently drawn from the Epistle to the Corinthians, we 
are naturally led to think in this case also of the journeys and 
projects of travel which are so frequently referred to in those 
Epistles. The author adopted this as part of the plan of the 
Epistle he was writing, without noticing the improbability of it; 
he meant it to be simply an additional proof of the tender love 
and attachment which he makes his apostle express with so many 
phrases and ideas borrowed from the Corinthian Epistles. I have 
drawn attention to this already, but the argument may be greatly 
strengthened from what is said afterwards, iii 1, about the sending 
of Timothy. The situation of the apostle which is described here 
is closely similar to that with which we are acquainted from 
2 Cor. i i 12, vii. 5 sq. According to those passages the apostle is 
in great anxiety and unrest on account of the state of the 
Corinthian church; he looks with restless solicitude for the news 
he is to receive from it, and in proportion to his anxiety is his 
delight when Titus comes and sets his doubts at rest with the 
assurances he brings of that church's continued attachment to 
him. W e find all this repeated in 1 Thess. iii 1 sq. The apostle 
cannot bear (verse 1, firjKen areyovres, cf. 2 Cor. i i 13, OVK 

icryy\Ka avecriv T^> Trvevpwri fwv, vii. 5, ovBep,tav etryr)Kev dveaiv t] 
crdp% Tjfjb&v) his anxiety for the Thessalonians any longer; he must 
have information about them; he fears they may have been shaken 
by their afflictions. He therefore despatches Timothy to them; 
and when Timothy returns he is rejoiced and comforted with the 
tidings of their steadfastness in the faith and their undiminished 
love to him, just as in the other case by the coming of Titus 
(2 Cor. vii 6, irapeKaKecrev r)pui$ 6 Oeo? ev rrj irapovcrla Tirov— 
dvayye\\cov f]pXv TTJV vpu&v eircTrdOrjaiv—&crre p*e puaXKov xapfjvcu, 
1 Thess. iii. 6 : aprt Be ekOomos Tipiodeov Trpo? qpuas d<f> vpUov— 
Kal evayye\icrap,evov i\pXv—Kal ore e^ere pivelav i\pJov—hriiro-
Bovvres r)p<d<i iBelv—Bid TOVTO TrapeicXrfiripAV, dSeX(f>ol, e<f> vpuv— 

1 Compare also 1 Thess. ii. 19, ris yap &Tc<j>avo$ jeavx^fco)?, fj ov^i *at v/iels, 
seal fj x^pa; iii' 7, im navy T# ffkfyfi icai avdyiqj TJH&V, with 2 Cor. vii. 4 , TTOXX^ 
fioi Kavxqats xmip vp&v, vnepTrtpuro-evopai rjj X a P 9 «ri Irdcrg TJ/ ffktyei f)p.£>p. 

X 
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67™ rrday rrj xaP?> V X a ^ ) 0 A 6 € I , > e^ c*) ^ e disagreement of our 
Epistle with the Acts in respect of Timothy is undoubtedly due to 
the wish to give a copy of the scene of the Corinthian Epistle. In 
the Acts, xvii 14, Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea when Paul 
went from there to Athens, and rejoined him afterwards at Corinth. 
According to our Epistle, iii 1, Timothy is with the apostle at 
Athens; it is from Athens that the apostle sends this dheXfyb? teal 
avvepybv (this latter' predicate is given to Titus, 2 Cor. viii 23) to 
Thessalonica, probably for no other reason than that in 2 Cor. 
the apostle is still on his journey, and his unrest and impatience 
on the journey give so eloquent and vivid a proof of his vehement 
desire for them. It is, of course, quite possible that these circum
stances may have occurred more than once in the apostle's life; 
but when we find so many things repeated under the same circum
stances, and the same occurrence narrated with the same words, 
we have a right to ask if the one account is not imitated from the 
other. 

The hortatory part of the Epistle, which begins in chap, iv., does 
not contain such striking analogies; yet even here there are par
allel sentences, the expressions of which are very similar to those 
of the corresponding sentences in the older Epistles. Compare 1 
Thess. iv. 3, drrexeoQe v/ias arrb rrjv rropvelas, with 1 Cor. v i 18, 
(fyevyere TTJV rropveiav. The exhortation 1 Thess. iv. 4 : elhevav 
e/caarov vpu&v etc., is quite analogous to that given by the apostle, 
1 Cor. vii 2 sq. in regard to the conduct of married people. The 
exhortation 1 Thess. iv. 6, pjq vrrepfialveiv Kal rfkeoveKrelv ev TOJ 
rrpar/pan rbv dBe\(f)bv avrov answers to the apostle's rebuke, 1 Cor. 
vi. 8, vpLel? dhiKelre teal drroarepelre Kal ravra dSeXtpovs, which 
refers to rrpouypba e%e«/ irpbs rbv erepov of verse 1. The sentences 
1 Thess. v. 19 sq : TO rrvevpba pJq afie'vvvre, rrpo^rjrelav p>r) e%ovde-
veire, rrdvra Be BoKipA^ere, rb KalCbv Kareyere, are somewhat 
different in sound, but in scope and spirit they are just the same 
as the general concluding exhortation, 1 Cor. xiv. 39, 40, fgXoOre 
rb rrpo^rjreveiv, Kal TO \a\elv y\d>ao-ai$ prj KcofKvere, rrdvra he 
evaxqpbdv&v Kal Kara rdgiv ywe'a0a>. 

file:///a/elv
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Dr. Iipsius's attempt to defend the genuineness of the First 
Thessalonian Epistle would not of itself have induced me to 
return to the question regarding these two writings, had it not 
been that I thought myself in a position to give a further contri
bution to the settlement of it. The two Epistles are intimately 
related to each other by similarity of contents, certain passages 
proving that one of them must have been known to the writer of 
the other (cf. 1 Thess. ii. 9 , and 2 Thess. iii. 8 ) ; and whatever 
verdict criticism may pass on one of them, will naturally determine 
our view of the other. The two simplest cases are that both are 
genuine or that both are spurious; there is another possible case, 
that the one is genuine and the other spurious, but this case can 
only be proved by such a careful comparison of the two as will 
show the spuriousness of the one to result from the genuineness 
of the other, or the genuineness of one from the spuriousness of 
the other. What has to be done first of all, however, is to find 
a point from which to determine the historical situation to which 
the EpiStles belong. It is easy to deal in suppositions and pro
babilities, greater or less, with regard to such a monument of the 
primitive church; but what are they worth if there be no one 
fixed point for the hypothesis and combination to rest upon with 
some little solidity ? The second of these Epistles is of greater 
value in the eyes of criticism than the first, its doctrine of Anti
christ and of the Parousia being more definite and giving a better 
clew to the historical situation. Thus what we have first of all 
to examine is the eschatology of the chief passage of this Epistle. 
It has hitherto been considered, and I myself formerly held this 
view, that what we have in 2 Thess, ii. 1 sq. is the Christian view 
of Antichrist as it had arisen from a Jewish basis, chiefly in 
accordance with the prophecies of the book of Daniel; described 
in the chief features which it had assumed up to that time. This 
however gave too much room to suppose that the apostle Paul 
shared in the Jewish views of his contemporaries on the subject; 
and whatever trouble we may take to show his eschatology to be 
different from that of this Epistle, we shall always be met by the 
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assertipn that the one as well as the other lies inside the Jewish 
circle of ideas on the subject. W e must therefore ask more defi
nitely whether in 2 Thess. i i we do actually find ourselves entirely 
within the sphere of Jewish eschatology, such as tho apostle also 
may have adopted; or whether we do not find a view of Anti
christ which can only have arisen on Christian soil, and which 
presupposes events and experiences that belong to a later age than 
that of the apostles. 

There can be no doubt, when we consider it, that the key to 
the chief passage of the Epistle, and therefore to the aim and char
acter of the whole writing, is to be found in the Apocalypse. 
The Apocalypse is the earliest writing in which we find the con
crete representation of a personal Antichrist; here the absolute 
enemy of Christianity is identified with the person of the Emperor 
Nero, and the picture of Antichrist is composed accordingly of 
features which are clearly enough borrowed from Nero's history 
and character. The same belief appears in the description of our 
Epistle. Antichrist is a definite person, an individual appearing 
in history at a certain fixed date; he is the man of sin, the son of 
perdition, the adversary who exalts himself above all that is called 
God, and is an object of worship, to such an extent that he places 
himself in the temple of God and asserts of himself that he is God. 
This description of Antichrist derives seyeral of its expressions 
from the prophet Daniel (compare especially x i 3 6 ) , but it also coin
cides with the description of the Apocalypse. The Apocalypse does 
not make Antichrist declare that he is God, but the actions of the 
false prophet who stands beside the beast all serve to represent the 
beast or Antichrist, as an object of worship, such as is due to the 
supreme God alone. Cf. Apoc. xiii. 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 5 , xix. 2 0 . And 
einSeitevvvai iaxrrov, ori ecrrl 0 e o 5 does not refer, if accurately 
rendered, to what Antichrist says of himself in words, but rather 
to what he represents himself to be by his acts, in his whole Anti-
christian behaviour. The difference thus comes to be that what 
the Apocalypse sets before our eyes in a succession of scenes by 
means of narrative and description, the author of our Epistle com-
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presses into a general notion, and expresses concisely by means of 
accurate definition. There is nothing to prevent us from taking 
the Antichrist of our Epistle to be the same individual who is 
described more at large in the Apocalypse. The expressions dvopula 
and avofjios on the one side, and vaos rov Oeov on the other, may 
serve as an indication that we have to seek this individual in the 
circle of the heathen world. In what follows we recognise the 
views and images of the Apocalypse even more clearly.1 Anti
christ is the representative and organ of Satan, derives all power 
from him, and operates through false signs and wonders, through 
works of deceit, by which he plunges into destruction those who 
fall away from the truth and believe in him. Compare with 
irapovala KOT evepyeiav rov crarava ev irdcrr) Swdfiei, Eev. xiii. 2 , 
ehcoKev avrw (the beast or Antichrist) 6 BpaKcov rr)v hvvapuv avrov 
Kal rov Opdvov avrov Kal e^ovalav pbeyaKrfv : with crrjp^ia Kal repa-
ra yfrevSovs, what the Eevelation says of the false prophet, xiii. 1 3 sq., 
that he irotel arjpuela p&ydXa, eta, cf. xix. 2 0 : 6 irolr\awi ra arjpLela 
evwiTLov avrov; with the evepyeta irXavr}*;, through which men 
believe a lie, Eev. xiii 1 4 , irXava rovs KaroiKOvvra^ eni rr)$ 7779, 
and xix. 2 0 , ev oh errXavrjae roi$ \a/3dvra<t TO *)(dpayp,a rov Orjp-
lov, etc. The subjection of Antichrist is given differently in the 
Apocalypse, where the two organs of Satan, the beast and the false 
prophet, are at once hurled into the place of torment of the lower 
powers. The author of the Epistle represents Antichrist, whom 
he expressly describes as a man, as destroyed by the Lord through 
the breath of his mouth. This irvevpa rov aropmros, however, is 
equivalent to the popfyaia o%ela which proceeds in the Eevelation 
xix. 1 5 , 2 1 , IK rov ardpLaro<; avrov, and by which all the remnant 
are killed. In all these particulars the Epistle to the Thessalonians 
and the Apocalypse are substantially agreed; and there are some 
other points in the Epistle which appear inexplicable until the 
Apocalypse explains them. The most difficult problem in the 

1 Kern took it for granted in his discussion on 2 Thess. ii. 1-12, in the Tubingen 
Zeitschrift fur Theologie 1839, H . 2, p. 2 0 0 sq., that the apocalyptical description 
of 2 Thess. is of a piece with the prophecy of the Eevelation xiii. 3 sq.t xv i i 10 sq., 
in which Nero returns in the character of Antichrist. 
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Epistle has hitherto been to find an interpretation for the Kare'xpv 
and the fivaTT^piov TT}? dvofila? which is already working. De 
Wette, for example, thinks that the mystery of iniquity should not 
be understood of any individual, but of the still uncollected and 
unformed mass of iniquity which was to assume form and person
ality in Antichrist, and of which the writer may have seen some 
manifestations in the opposition of fanatical Jews. But the 
expression dvofita prevents us from thinking of Jews: the re
proach contained in the word was one for the Jews to bring 
against the apostle, not one to which they themselves were liable. 
The sense and substance of the passage are clear enough : that 
the beginnings and elements are already present of that which will 
make its appearance in full concrete reality in the person of Anti
christ. But why is the word p,vcrrrjpu)v used to express this idea, 
and wherein does this p^vcrrripiov consist, as Antichrist had not 
appeared at all, and what had appeared, the premonitory symptoms 
of his approach, was no secret, but manifest and visible ? The 
only probable meaning seems to be this: that Antichrist was 
present in essence in the still scattered and isolated manifesta
tions of dvopla. This presence of Antichrist in essence is, how
ever, too abstract a notion; the statement is vague and shadowy; the 
power of evil that is working in the world is not fixed to any 
definite point, the person of Antichrist is not yet present at all, 
and his personal appearance is conceived merely as the concentra
tion of all the various manifestations of the power of evil into a 
unity. Surely the writer must have meant something more than 
this. The difficulty is at once solved if we take the idea of Anti
christ in this Epistle to be that of the Apocalypse. If it be the 
emperor Nero, then Antichrist is present as a person before he is 
fully revealed in the character of Antichrist. W e have to think 
of the period in describing which the Apocalypse says of the beast, 
xvii 8, OTL rjv, teal OVK e<m, Kal Trapecrrai. Nero, as emperor, has 
retired from the scene and is reported to be dead; but he is still 
alive, and will come again as Antichrist. In this interval he is 
secretly and mysteriously active, and preparing to appear in the 
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full energy of Antichrist, as soon as his hour is come (eU ro diro-
Ka\v(j)Or)vat, avrov ev ra> eavrov /caiptp, verse 6 ) . This then is the 
meaning of the words: TO yap p,vvn\piov 7j8r) evepyelrai rrj? dvopias. 
Antichrist is already come, but not openly, and is preparing in 
his retirement for the period when he is to appear. The word 
jivarrjpiov answers this interpretation perfectly. It is used in the 
same peculiar sense as in the Eevelation xvii. 5 , cf. verse 7 . Here 
it is said of the woman that she has a name written on her fore
head as pvorripiov, namely BafivXtov r) pueyoXri; the meaning of 
which is that the name Babylon is given to her only in a figura
tive sense, that the reader is to think of something else that is 
merely hinted or suggested in this name; that is, that the name 
stands in reality for the city of Eome. In the same way the ex
pression p,vcrT7)piov dvopLLa^ 2 Thess. i i 7 , is intended to indicate 
that dvopbia or the worker of it, the dvopo?, stand for something 
else not stated, which is to give the notion of Antichrist an actual 
body and contents. What the word puvcrrrjpiov conveys is the 
notion of a vague hint which has to be filled up and supplemented 
by being referred to something actually existing in history. If 
this be, as we think it is, an adequate solution of the pvorripiov 
rf}? dvopuas, then the icareypv, or as the writer says more definitely 
6 /care'x&v, n o longer presents any difficulty. What can it refer to 
but the intermediate government, which the Apocalypse agrees 
with our Epistle in placing between the disappearance and the 
return of Nero: the Eoman emperor who occupied the throne 
when the Epistle was written, not Galba (even the Apocalypse 
makes him the sixth, followed by a seventh), but one of the 
following emperors.1 The further definition depends on other 
considerations which we have still to notice. 

1 The Apocalypse makes the sixth emperor to be followed by a seventh, who is 
to be immediately succeeded by the reappearing Nero. This limitation to the 
number seven is owing to the writer's view that the seven hills of Rome symbolize 
the number of her rulers; xvii. 9 at kirra K€<j>a\ai CTrra Sprj ci<rtv, onov fj yvvfj 
KaOrjTcu cV avT&v, icai jSacriXel? cnra tla-iv. Thus there can only be seven Roman 
emperors in all, and the seventh, the immediate predecessor of Antichrist, is the 
KaT*x<Dv; i.e. the last before him. The notion of the KaT€x<ov can only have arisen 
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W e must now inquire into the purpose and occasion of the 
Epistle. The writer's mind is engrossed and preoccupied with the 
Parousia of Christ, the judgment that is then to overtake the un
believing world, and the glory which the faithful may anticipate 
as the reward and compensation of their sufferings. He thinks it 
necessary, however, to warn his readers against the assertion that the 
day of the Lord is already come. They are not to be shaken out 
of their composure, nor to give way to terror, not even—there can 
be no doubt that this is the meaning—though some one make the 
announcement with prophetical inspiration, or appeal in support of 
it to a pretended declaration or letter of the apostle himself. They 
are to let no man deceive them by any means, nor delude them in
to thinking that the day of the Parousia is coming now. This must 
evidently refer to some movement that had arisen among the 
Christians. The exhortation eU rb firj Ta^eW aakevdrfvat appears 
to indicate that something had been done already betraying a want 
of self-control and a readiness to be excited and led away. Let 
us seek for the traces of something of this kind in the history of 
the time. The Parousia is closely connected with Antichrist, and 
Antichrist with Nero, and thus we are naturally led to think of 
some of the pseudo-Neronian disturbances. Indeed it is surprising 
that none of the interpreters have sought the occasion of the Epistle 
in this quarter. A passage in Tacitus, which is often quoted for 
other purposes, approaches our Epistle even in its expressions and 
might well have been employed in this way. " Sub idem tempus," 
"Tacitus says, Hist, i i 8, of the period after the murder of Galba, 

from the view of the Apocalypse. The apocalyptical elements of the Epistle 
have not been properly attended to. In the first chapter as weU as in the second, 
we meet with the ideas and the spirit of the Apocalypse. The sufferings of the 
Christians are regarded throughout from the point of view of retributive justice. 
The result of these sufferings is to be, for the righteous, that they will be glorified 
and judged worthy of the kingdom of G o d ; while the ungodly will be punished 
to avenge them. Compare 2 Thess. i. 5, and Rev. vi. 6 8q.t vii. 14, xi. 18. 

The appearing of the Lord when he comes with his mighty angels is described 
in the same way as in Rev. xix. 11 sq. Compare the iv irvpX <f>\oy6s 2 Thess. i. 8, 
with the <£Xd£ nvphs of his eyes, Rev. xix. 12 ; and the ayyeXoi bvvdfieas avrov, 
2 Thess. i. 7, with the crrpaTtvpaTa ra iv rip ovpavcp, Rev. xix. 14. , 
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when Otho and Vitellius, and even Vespasian were taking up arms 
for their several interests, " Achaia atque Asia falso exterritae, velut 
Nero adventaret; vario super exitu ejus rumore, eoque pluribus 
vivere eum fingentibus credentibusque. Inde late terror, multi 
ad celebritatem nominis erecti, rerum novarum cupidine et odio 
praesentium. Gliscentem in dies famam fors discussit."1 Achaia, 
or Greece and Macedonia, and Asia Minor, were the chief seat of 
this disturbance, and Thessalonica was in these provinces. Even 
at that early date there were many Christians in these districts ; 
and as the reappearance of Nero meant to them simply the coming 
of Antichrist, the terror occasioned by the report would affect 
them more powerfully than their neighbours, and may have caused 
them to behave in such a way as to aggravate the general alarm 
and confusion.2 There can be no doubt that prophets arose who 
applied the signs of the times in their own manner, and perhaps 
appealed to the Johannine Apocalypse, which was already well 
known. Pauline Christians did not fail for their part to point to 
the utterances of Paul, verbal or epistolary, in which he was held 
to have foretold the catastrophe. At the time when our Epistle 
was written, the excitement was spoken of as rayem oaXevOfjvcu 
dirb TOV 1/005, and set down to some unscrupulous person who had 
imposed on the general credulity; the ludibrium falsi Neronis 
must thus have disappeared again, and the Epistle must have been 
written after the alarm was over. As we read of gliscens in dies 
fama, the commotion may have continued for some time, but its 
collapse was so sudden and complete (fors discussit) that there 

1 W e know of three pseudo-Neros. The first is that spoken of above ; a second 
is mentioned by Zonaras (p. 578 c. cf. Reimarus on Dio Cassius, c. 64, 9). H e 
appeared in A.U.C. 8 3 2 under Titus, gained a considerable following in Asia 
Minor and the regions of the Euphrates, and sought refuge at last with the 
Parthian king. The third is he, of whom Tacitus says, Hist. i. 2, that through 
him, mota prope Parthorum anna. According to Suetonius, vita Ner., c. 57, this 
was twenty years after Nero's death. The situation of our Epistle shuts us up 
to the first of these falsi Nerones. 

2 If the terror was so great and general as Tacitus describes, we are obliged to 
attribute it to the Christians more than others, for this among other reasons, that 
many of the Gentiles desired the return of Nero, and must have hailed the report 
of it. Cf. Theologische Jahrbttcher, 1852, p. 332 sq. 
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could be no doubt of the utter groundlessness of the whole story, 
and it would naturally be spoken of as a thing of the past, just as 
we find in our Epistle. Yet we must not go too far beyond the 
date of the Neronian catastrophe; in spite of the experience gained 
from the appearance of the false Nero, our writer does not by any 
means relinquish the belief that Nero is to reappear; he knows 
that the pLvorripiov rrjv dvofilas rj&rj evepyelrai, and that it is nothing 
but the existence of the /caTe'xav, the Emperor presently in posses
sion of the throne, that causes his appearance to be delayed.1 

It was important, therefore, to learn from the error that had been 
committed, and to deduce from it the principle on which the ex
pectations of the future are to be formed. The newly made experi
ence is vividly present to the writer's mind, and he derives from it 
the new criteria on which his new theory of the Parousia is based. 
The Parousia cannot take place until Antichrist has come, and 
Antichrist cannot come till after the falling away, and neither the 
falling away nor Antichrist can come until the Kareycov is taken 
out of the way. When, therefore, the ruling emperor has fallen, 
the catastrophe of the Parousia will begin. Now Galba had fallen 
already, so had also Otho and Vitellius, and notwithstanding this, 
the Nero of report had turned out to be a fictitious one. The 
several criteria here mentioned must therefore follow hard one on 
the other. With the fall of the present emperor comes Antichrist, 
with him must come the aTrooraaia, and this can be nothing but 
what the Apocalypse describes, xiii 4, 8, 12, the idolatrous Trpoa-

1 A s the reigns of Otho and Vitellius were extremely short, the Karix<ov is 
probably Vespasian, and the Epistle will then have been composed in the early 
years of his reign. I t might be inferred from the KaOicrai els rbv vabv rov Oeov, 
2 Thess. ii. 4 , that the date is prior to the destruction of Jerusalem. Our only 
reason for doubting this is, that the Epistle shows the Apocalypse to have been 
already well known. The expression might be taken as a figurative one, formed 
after the prophet Daniel; or vc&s Oeov may be equivalent to ronos rov vaov. 
Even though the temple was not standing, the place where it had stood was 
considered equally sacred, as we see from the setting up of the idol under 
Hadrian. Cf. the krit. unters. Uber die kan. ev., p. 606 sq. The feeling of 
sanctity attached not so much to the temple as to the site on which the temple 
stood, as the temple itself is called &yios r&nos; Acts vi. 13 sq., xxi. 28. 



APP. I I I . ] THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS. 331 

Kwelv, namely, which is rendered to Antichrist at his appearance, 
when the whole unbelieving world hails him and espouses his 
causa But this criterion is not enough ; it is not easy to be certain 
whether the following that a reputed Nero gets is sufficient in 
number and of such a character as to be a sure token of Anti
christ. Antichrist must therefore reveal and declare himself to 
be what he is, the avOpomo*; TT}? dfiaprlas, the vio$ cvn-coXelas, the 
dvriK€ipL€vo<i Kal xnrepaipopspos errl irdvra 7<£y6pb€vov Oeov fj cre-
fiacrpLa, ©ore avrov eU rov POOP TOV &eov Kadtcrai, drroheiKvvvra 
iavrov ort, icrrl 0€o$. The main point, in a word, is the a7roKaXvxf>-
drjpac avrov ev TO? iavrov Katpcp. Now what does all this amount 
to ? It is precisely the instruction and the warning that would be 
suggested by the experience just gained in the matter of the false 
Nero. That Christians were not to let themselves be imposed upon 
by any such ludibrium, nor led to think that the Parousia of Christ 
was to take place immediately; that this belief would not be war
ranted until Antichrist had revealed himself so unmistakably 
with all his proper tokens, as to leave no doubt whatever of his 
actual presence. This is all intended, it is clear, to prevent the 
recurrence in the future of such commotions, as we see from the 
historical data that the affair of the false Nero had excited. The 
Christian is to consider it his duty to exercise caution and presence 
of mind, and to avoid all precipitation. With regard to the Par
ousia, he is to regulate his behaviour and his views strictly in 
accordance with the tangible evidence of facts. 

The exhortations given in a later part of the Epistle are very 
appropriate to the historical situation we have traced. The belief 
in the Parousia could easily operate in a very demoralizing way. 
What was the use of caring for the future, or making orderly 
arrangements, if the Parousia might come at any moment and be 
the end of all ? This state of feeling could be more mischievous 
still There were men to whom this state of things gave a welcome 
opportunity to indulge in their natural love of disorder. There 
were such men among the Christians : faith, i.e. the right Christian 
faith, was not a thing possessed by all, as is said, iii 2 ; there 
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were not wanting droirov /ecu irovrjpdi avOporiroi, who became a 
burden upon other people. The main part of the writer's exhortations 
is thus directed very naturally against disorderly life, against idle
ness and refusal to labour. The last was the chief evil; it arose 
from the view that all things were on the verge of dissolution. It 
was thought unnecessary to continue to work, men lounged about 
in idleness, and thought no shame to live at the expense of others, 
since those who had means would no longer be able, when the Par
ousia came, to make any use of them It is those people who are 
spoken of in iii. 11 : d/covopuev yap rwas irepiiraTovvra^ ev vpuv 
ara/cTG)?, pvrj&ev epya£opLe'vov<;, aXkd 7repiepyd£opLevov<;. Hence thQ 
earnest admonition, not to go idle, but to work (jiera ^avyLas 
epyd^eadai, iii. 12), and the insistence upon the principle, that he 
who will not work, should get nothing to eat, iii. 10 ; which, how
ever, is not to prejudice the exercise of the Christian duty of 
beneficence towards those who are in want, iii 13. In this con
nexion, where the writer is recommending work for the purpose of 
self-support, and that Christians should beware of being burden
some to others, nothing could be happier than his appeal to the 
apostle's own example, and to the principles enunciated by him in 
his own Epistles. Avrol yap otSare, 7TG>9 Bel pupLeladac rjpLcis, etc., 
verse 7 sq. The writer is obviously thinking of the passage 1 Cor. 
ix. 4 sq.; he very appropriately generalizes what the apostle says, 
1 Cor. ix. 12, that he did for a special purpose, and imputes to him a 
wider motive : iva eavrovs TOTTOV 8£>p,ev vpuv el$ rb pipeiaOai rjpLas, 
v. 9. In the sentences, purj awavapbiyvvaOe, tva hnpairQ—6 /cvpio? 
rr}<; elpTjvr)?, iii 14, 16, we find further points of resemblance to the 
Corinthian Epistles. Cf. 1 Cor. v. 9, 11 ; 2 Cor. xiii 2. 

If this interpretation of the occasion and scope of the Epistle be 
accepted, it certainly cannot be charged with any want of colour or 
point, or historical character. The situation from which it is written 
is such that we fully appreciate the necessity that existed for issuing 
such a piece of Christian exhortation, and the desirability of invest
ing it with the name of that apostle whom the Churches of those 
regions for whom it was mainly intended revered as their founder. 
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One very obvious result of the foregoing investigation, however, is 

that the apostle Paul cannot possibly have written this Epistle him

self. He could know nothing of an Antichrist appearing in the 

person of the Emperor Nero; nor of a Kari^v, by whom the 

portentous catastrophe was in the meantime delayed, nor of the cir

cumstances which called so urgently for exhortations like those to be 

addressed to the members of his Churches. Whom could the apostle 

possibly have meant with the /care'x&v ? It is said to be more than 

probable—De Wette shares this view—that he meant the Eoman 

empire or the, Eoman emperor. There can be no doubt, it is said, 

that he had the book of Daniel before his mind, that the four mon

archies of that book represented to him the whole course of the 

world's history down to the appearance of the Messianic kingdom, 

and that he unquestionably held the fourth to be the Eoman 

empire, as did Josephus and the early fathers, so that this empire 

which still existed was the only obstacle in the way of the last 

catastrophe. He had before his eyes the condition of the world as 

it then was, and his vision carried him no further. He expected 

the speedy termination of the Eoman empire, and after that the 

appearance of Antichrist, and finally, but still in his own lifetime, 

the second coming of Christ. All this, however, fails to explain 

how he formed this peculiar conception of a Kariytov. The Eoman 

empire was the last; and Antichrist might come sooner or later 

during its existence. Now if the Eoman empire, or the Eoman 

emperor, was held to be the Karex^Vy it must surely have had some 

characteristic features showing it to be so, and contained some 

definite symptoms of the impending catastrophe. But if, as is 

generally assumed, the Epistle was written in the year 53 A . D . , what 

reason was there to deem the then reigning emperor Claudius 

to be the Karex&v, the power which alone stood in the way of the 

appearance of Antichrist ? Or if the Epistle be placed at the very 

beginning of the reign of Nero, we know of nothing at that period 

that could lead any one to suppose that that Emperor would be the 

last. All that we find in this period is the general belief that the 

end of the world was near, but so long as this expectation derived 
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no special strength or colour from anything personal to the then 
reigning emperor, it is hard to see why he should be called the 
fcaTe'xw- Nor is it easy to explain why, if the apostle thought it 
necessary at that time to give such a careful and circumstantial 
opinion on the Parousia, he never returned to the subject in any of 
his subsequent Epistles. In the later Epistles he entirely ignores, 
on this hypothesis, the vivid expectation of Antichrist which he 
had awakened, when he represented him as already working in 
secret, and about to appear in the immediate future. Was it not 
somewhat strange that having presented these ideas with such 
emphasis to the Christian consciousness, he should all at once drop 
the subject; that he should have nothing to say of the many 
prophecies he had uttered and which had remained unfulfilled, and 
pass at once to the announcement of the instant approach of the 
Parousia of Christ (1 Cor. xv. 51) ? To explain all this, we are 
reminded of the narrow limits of time, which the apostle spoke of 
in his prophecy, and are even told that as the events which he 
expected from the immediate future did not take place, it was 
unreasonable to expect the fulfilment of the prophecy from a future 
more remote. It is better, we are told, to acknowledge that Paul 
made a mistake, that his characteristic impetuosity made him 
imagine that he knew things which it is not given to man to know, 
not even to an apostle though filled beyond all other men with the 
spirit of Christ. If this be all that can be said, the Epistle stands 
before us a riddle utterly unsolved. Would it not be far simpler 
to refer it to the time to which all its characteristic features 
obviously point, and to accept the conclusion that the apostle him
self was not the writer? But, it may be objected, how could 
another writer make the apostle say these things if he could not 
possibly have said them himself ? how could a later writer make 
him speak of Nero as Antichrist, when this theory could have had 
no evidence nor reason at the time when the Epistle was repre
sented as having been written ? The answer to this question is 
found in the precautions taken by the writer himself to meet it, if 
it should arise. In such a point we see very distinctly how the 
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character of such an Epistle is insensibly determined by the double 
personality of the writer. The writer is the apostle and yet at the 
same time another person; the form of the Epistle is from the pre
tended, the contents from the real, author, and these two have to be 
made to harmonize in some way. There are several things in the 
Epistle which give us a tolerably clear glimpse of an age lying 
beyond the apostle's time; and yet these are so managed as not to 
make its apostolic authorship too palpably impossible or impro
bable. The special concrete individual elements of the later 
history are as far as possible generalized, as we see in the concep
tion of Antichrist. It is not till we take Nero to be the actual 
subject of the predicates with which Antichrist is characterized, 
that the picture appears before us as that of a real person ; and yet 
it cannot be said that any of the traits of the picture is so specifi
cally Neronian as to show the writer to have forgotten the part he 
was playing. He does not mention a /carexoov without speaking 
first of TO Karixovy the abstract instead of the concrete, a phrase 
which suggests nothing more than some hindrance or other in the 
circumstances of the times. Again, we see the writer trying to 
engraft his own interests on the personal history of the apostle, and 
to keep up the fictitious personality, by asserting again and again 
that the apostle had told his readers by word of mouth, when he 
was present with him, what he was now writing, cf. i i 5 ; iii. 10. 
Thus should there be anything in the Epistle that is not quite clear, 
they are to imagine what he said orally as the commentary to it, 
and to remember that the original readers had been already 
acquainted with the apostle's meaning. The pretended apostle, as 
author of the Epistle, is thus made to assure himself again and 
again of his identity with the true apostle ; which simply shows 
that the writer felt this to be the weak point in his literary under
taking. In the same way the frequent allusions to passages of 
the authentic Epistles are meant to confirm us in the belief that 
1ve are altogether within the familiar circle of the Pauline ideas. 
But the more pains such a production takes to prove itself a 
Pauline Epistle (as notably in the conclusion, iii 17, 18), the 
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more reason does there appear for holding its asserted origin to be 
doubtful. 

W e must now look back from the second Epistle to the first 
If we have made up our minds about the second it will be less 
difficult to arrive at a definite opinion with regard to the first 
As we saw that the genuineness of the first is doubtful, and as 
that of the second has even stronger evidence against it, we have 
now to inquire what, in this view of their origin, is the relation 
which they bear to each other. 

The First Epistle deals in its exhortations with a wider range of 
subjects, and is at more pains than the second to explain by con
siderations personal to the apostle how the different topics it 
contains came to be taken up. Yet the question of the Parousia 
is evidently the foremost in the writer's mind, he thinks the time 
calls urgently for instruction and explanation on the subject 
This point is kept prominently in view from the very beginning : 
even in the introduction, i. 3, the writer speaks of the wrofiovr) rr}; 
ekirlSos TOV Kvpiov r)p,&v 'Irjcrov Xpurrov epirpoaOev TOV &eov Kal 
irarpo<; r)pxbv, i.e. the hope of his return. He calls Jesus, i. 10, TOV 
pvopbevov rjpuis diro TT)? opyfjs T779 €pxpp,€vr)<;t and God, i i 12, the 
KctXayp r)pba<; et? rrjv iavrov ftaatkeuxv KCU Sogav. He speaks re
peatedly of the Parousia as the ultimate event which the efforts 
of Christians are to keep in view, i i 19 : T/<? yap r)p.S>v Skirls— 
epiirpocrdev TOV Kvpiov r)p,wv 'Irjcrov Xpurrov—iv ra> avrov irap-
ovalq : iii 13, el$ TO arripl^ai vpcop rd? KapZla?—ev ry irapovala 
rov Kvpiov r)p<bv 'Irjcrov pberd irdvrcov r&v dr/lav avrov. When he 
comes to speak of this subject specially, iv. 13, he makes the 
transition with the same formula with which the apostle generally 
introduces the more important passages of his Epistles : ov OeXopuev 
Se u/xa9 dyvoelv. On comparing the sections in the two Epistles 
which deal with the Parousia, we are struck by the fact, that 
though there is said to be a very short interval of time between 
the two, the first contains no trace of what the second treats as 
a matter of the first importance. The first seeks to reassure its 
readers concerning those who have fallen asleep, and to instruct 
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them when the Parousia is to be expected; but there is not a 
word of Antichrist nor of the circumstances which are to herald 
his appearance. The interpreters have nothing to say on this 
point that bears the least semblance of probability. De Wette, 
for example, says that the strongly apocalyptical tendency of 
the apostle's preaching produced an extraordinary sensation at 
Thessalonica. The First Epistle did nothing to allay the excite
ment, but on the contrary insisted on the duty of being constantly 
on the watch for the immediate advent of Christ. The apostle 
felt it necessary afterwards to do something to cool down the 
fervour of the expectations the Thessalonians had formed. But 
this cannot surely have been necessary, for the picture of Anti
christ that is drawn with such care must have been a fresh source 
of agitation. But why does Antichrist come on the scene at this 
point ? According to 2 Thess. ii. 5, the apostle had spoken of 
Antichrist during his residence at Thessalonica, but even suppos
ing the Second Epistle to be genuine, we cannot help asking why 
the First Epistle does not contain the least allusion to the subject. 
If the Second Epistle is to be fixed to the definite historical position 
we have indicated, it becomes impossible to frame any rational 
theory of the relation borne to it by the first, except on the as
sumption that the first was written after the second, and at a 
considerable interval after it. The expectation of Antichrist had 
died away of itself, since Antichrist had failed to appear at the 
time when everything in the Eoman empire seemed to be ready 
for him. It was impossible to give up expecting the Parousia of 
Christ himself; but the longer it tarried, the more did doubts and 
questions arise on the subject, and these it was necessary to satisfy. 
This is what the First Epistle sets itself to do, and both the diffi
culty which it discusses, and the considerations it brings forward to 
meet them, belong to a later period. According to iv. 13, anxiety 
was felt on behalf of those Christians who had fallen asleep having 
waited in vain for the Parousia of Christ, and died before it came, 
lest, when it did arrive, they should be worse off than those who 
were living at the time. This might be (iv. 15) either by their 

Y 
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not rising again till later, or perhaps even by their continuing 
permanently in the comfortless condition of the under-world, 
which they had already endured since their death, so that there 
would be no difference between them and the heathens (verse 
13). In view of these anxieties the writer appeals to the resurrec
tion of Christ as the warrant for believing in a resurrection of the 
dead, and goes on to assure his readers that the resurrection of 
those Christians who had died would be the first thing to take 
place when the Lord should descend from heaven, after which those 
who were alive should be united to those who had risen, and be 
for ever with the Lord. It is very difficult to harmonize this de
scription of the Parousia with the series of events connected with 
the coming of Antichrist, as the Second Epistle, following the Re
velation, details them. But not to insist on this, we are forced to ask 
when Christians began to regard the case of those who had 
fallen asleep as a matter of such anxiety. If the Epistle 
be genuine and was written to the young church at Thessa-
lonica only a few months after it was founded, how many 
K€Konxrjpevoi could there be—members of the church who had died 
after their conversion to Christianity ? The question of the pro
spects of their fellow-Christians who had died would naturally rise 
into prominence with the church when there came to be a con
siderable number who had died without seeing what all hoped that 
they would live to see, when a whole generation perhaps had de
parted from the midst of the Christian community. A t a time 
when the Parousia and the end of the world were thought to be 
so close at hand, the idea that the Christian community consisted 
of the dead as well as of the living could only arise gradually, and 
could hardly become familiar till the continual replacement of the 
dead by the living had come to show that a new order of things 
was now prevailing. 

The apostle had indicated a belief that he himself would live to see 
the Parousia, and an author writing after his death would still make 
him express that belief, iv. 15, 17. Though the apostle had been 
mistaken, yet what he had said was true of those who did live to 
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see the Parousia. But it marks a wide departure from the faith of the 
first Christians,—that they would be alive at the Parousia,—when 
instead of that expectation we find it urged that it did not make the 
least difference whether one became partaker of the blessings of that 
event in the ranks of the dead or of the living. The question 
whether the Parousia was to happen sooner or later was no longer 
one of paramount importance. The important thing was to cultivate 
that attitude of mind which the writer of the Epistle recommends to 
his readers, v. 1. The dogmatic significance of the question of the 
Parousia is here reduced to the practical exhortation that since the 
date of it was utterly uncertain it was necessary to be prepared for 
it every moment. This obviously implies, that a considerable time 
had passed since the Parousia began to be expected, yjpovoi and 
icaipoL are spoken of, times and periods that have already passed 
without its coming, times and periods which may still have to pass 
before it comes, that is to say, simply the broad course of time, of 
which the rjfiipa Kvpiov constitutes the closing scene. The only 
warning issued is against those who are seduced into toogreat security 
because the Parousia is so long delayed, and who forget that the day 
of the Lord comes suddenly and unexpectedly as a thief in the night, 
verse 2. Christians must thus be exhorted simply to be watchful and 
sober; an exhortation which shows that the Christian consciousness 
had now rejected the ecstatic and eccentric elements that entered 
into the primitive belief of the Parousia. If the Parousia be con
templated with composure, that means that it is beyond the im
mediate sphere of vision; and the further off it is conceived to be, 
the more room is there left for the circle of Christian life and duty. 
This sphere is filled up as much as possible by our author with 
moral instructions and exhortations to irepviraTeiv dfjlm TOV Oeov, 
ii. 12 ; cf. iv. 1, 2. In this department as well as in the other he has 
the Second Epistle before him, and borrows precepts which are 
much more natural and appropriate' there than here; though they 
had not ceased to be necessary at the later period Such are vov-
Oerelv TOV? araKToxx; verse 14, <f>iXoTip,€icr0ai rjcrvyd^vv, irpcujcreiv 
rd iBca, Kal ipyd&crOat rals x*PaLV> * v ' ^ > a n < ^ ii. 9 ; cf. 2 Thess. 
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iii. 7-12. The writer takes special care to let the reason and 
occasion of his moral precepts appear. For this purpose he avails 
himself largely of the apostolical framework of his Epistle. The, 
apostle strives to stimulate his readers to be forward in the busi
ness of their Christian calling, partly by praising them for their 
good qualities, and partly by assuring them of his own love and 
attachment to them. 

As for the passages which have commonly been held to show 
the dependence of the Second Epistle on the First, it is not difficult 
to convert them into proofs of the opposite relation. (In some cases 
they are obviously extensions and exaggerations of the parallels in 
the Second Epistle, as, e.g. iv. 15-17 is simply an explanation of 
the einavvaycoyq, 2 Thess. i i 1, and 1 Thess. v. 27, optcifa tyxa? 
rov Kvpiov, etc., is an assertion of the importance of the Epistle 
similar to that, 2 Thess. iii 14, el 8e Tt? ov% inraicovei, etc., only 
stronger.) And there seems to be no further consideration of any. 
weight to be brought against the view we have sought to estab
lish of the origin of the two Epistles, and their relation to each 
other. The First Epistle must accordingly have been written after 
the Second, and if we accept the most natural interpretation of the 
passage 1 Thess. i i 16, we have the Epistle referring to the destruc
tion of Jerusalem as an accomplished fact 1 

1 If the Epistle be considered to be by Paul, we must say on this point that 
he regards a thing, of which he merely foresaw the accomplishment, as already to 
all intents accomplished. The grammar admits of this, but is it natural to speak 
of an event, such as the destruction of Jerusalem, before it came about, as if it 
had taken place already? The ordinary interpretation thus provides a new 
proof, that the author of an Epistle like this could not indeed forbear to speak 
6f the time in which he himself was living, but took care to choose expressions 
which should not be out of place as coming from the mouth of the author whose 
name he was assuming. 
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Eschatology, Pauline, I I . 2 2 3 sq., cf. 

Resurrection, Parousia. 
Eusebius, I . 1 7 9 , 2 2 7 , 2 3 0 , etc. 
Eutychus, I . 2 0 1 . 

F. 

F A D U S , Cuspius, I . 3 5 . 
Faith, I . 3 5 1 ; I I . 1 4 8 , 1 5 0 , 1 5 7 , 1 6 3 , 

2 2 8 , 2 3 2 , 2 3 5 , 3 0 0 . 

and Works , I . 3 5 1 ; I I . 3 9 , 1 3 6 , 
3 0 0 . 

Felix, Procurator, I . 9 7 , 2 2 3 . 
Festus, Porcius, I . 2 2 4 sq. 
Flacius, I I . 2 9 3 . 
Flatt, I . 2 7 1 ; I I . 2 8 4 . 
Freedom, Christian, I . 1 2 7 , 2 6 5 ; I I . 1 3 1 , 

1 6 7 . 

Fritzsche, I . 3 2 2 , 3 2 5 . 

G. 

G A L A T I A N S , foundation of Church, I . 
2 6 0 ; wavering in Christianity, 2 6 1 ; 
I I . 1 2 6 . 

Epistle to, I . 2 6 0 sq. 
contents and aim, I . 2 6 3 . 
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Galatians, date, I. 2 6 6 ; discrepancies 

with Acts, I . 109, 210. 

relation to Epistle to Romans, I . 

267 ; IL 203. 

Passages explained— 

ii. 3 sq. I. 1 2 6 ; ii. 20, I I . 1 6 6 ; iii. 

7, II . 2 8 3 ; iii. 13, II . 149 ; iii. 15 

sq. II . 1 9 4 ; iii. 20 , I I . 1 9 6 ; iv. 4, I I . 

2 5 0 ; iv. 6, II. 127 ; v. 17, II . 146. 

Galba, II . 327. 

Gamaliel, I. 34. 

Gelasius, I . 238. 

Gentiles, 1 .60, 80 , 84, 116, 183, 349 ; II . 

137. 

and Jews, I. 84, 328, 350, II. 40. 

Gentile Christianity, I . 117, 141, 321, cf. 

Judseo-Christians. 

Gieseler, I. 125, 1 4 8 ; II. 294. 

Glockler, I. 325. 

rX< W a i * AaAeiV, I. 85, 87, 194, 1 9 5 ; II . 

174, 280. 

Gnosis, I I . 173, 236. 

Gnostics, I. 1 4 6 ; II . 8, 18, 47. 

Gobarus, Steph., I. 235. 

God, the Unknown, I. 1 8 4 ; Paul's 

doctrine of, II . 237, God ail in all, II. 

225, 2 2 6 ; Gods of heathens,- v. 

Demons. 

Grace, sin, law, II . 163. 

Grotius, I. 75, 163, 216, 376 ; II . 271. 

H . 

H A G A R , II . 201 . 

Harless, II . 3, 14, 21 , 24, 32. 

Heathenism, I I . 204, cf. Demons. 

Relation to Judaism and Christi

anity, U . 204, 257. 

Hebrews, I. 4 1 . 

Epistle to, II. 338. 

Hegesippus, I. 235 , 358 ; II . 100, 308. 

Hell, descent into, v. Descent. 

Heinrichs, I. 24. 

Hellenists, I. 39, 41 , 60, 62, 116, 144, 

149. 

Hennas, I I . 63. 

Herod Agrippa, I. 165. 

Heydenreich, I . 271 . 

Hilarius, I. 367. 

Hope, II. 229. 

Hug, I. 272, 323. 

IDOLS, v. Demons. 

flesh offered to, I. 137, 140, 145. 

Ignatian Epistles, I. 144. 

Irenaeus, I I . 8, 10, 15, 17, 19. 

Isaac and Ishmael, II. 201 , 284. 

J. 

JAMES, the Elder, I. 166. 

the brother of the Lord, I. 123, 

136, 145, 207, 272, 358. 

the Just, I. 66. 

James, Epistle of, I I . 297 , 304. 

Jerome, I. 96, 219. 

Jerusalem, I. 36, 372. 

Church at, I. 15, 29, 36, 86, 207 , 

378. 

number of, I. 20, 37 , 211. 

community of goods, I. 30. 

poverty, I. 138. 

collection for, I. 205 , 378. 

persecutions, I. 19, 39, 173. 

Judaism, I. 40 , 125, 173, 211. 

transactions at, I. 109. 

council, I. 116. 

decrees of, I. 130, 133, 136. 

Jesus, power of his name, I. 199 ; accusa

tion brought against, I. 58. 

Jews, I. 366. 

and Gentiles, I. 84 , 349, 3 5 5 ; I I . 

37, 262. 

advantage of, I. 261 , 331 , 349 , 

354 ; I I . 40 , 210. 

final conversion of, II . 226. 

hatred of Paul, I. 175, 206, 217 , 

335. 

John the Baptist, I. 192. 

disciples, baptism of, I. 192. 

the apostle, I. 16, 40 , 130, 139. 

Josephus, I. 35 , 165, 167. 

Judaism, I. 125, 3 5 4 ; II . 131, 134, 188, 

191, 211 . 

Judaeo-Christians and Christianity, I . 

91 , 117, 140, 251 , 262, 277, cf. Ebion

ites. 

1. 
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Judaeo-Christians, parties of, I. 1 3 2 . 
adversaries of Paul, v. Paul. 

JudaBO- and Gentile Christianity,.I. 1 1 7 , 
1 2 3 , 1 2 5 , 1 2 8 , 1 3 2 , 1 4 2 , 1 4 4 , 1 4 9 , 3 2 2 , 

3 3 9 , 3 6 6 ; I I . 4 0 . 

Jupiter, I. 1 0 1 , 1 0 4 . 
Justification, Paul's doctrine of, I. 2 6 4 , 

3 5 1 ; I I . 1 3 4 , 1 4 8 . 

of Eph. and Col. Epistles, II . 3 9 . 
of Paul and James, II . 2 9 6 . 

Justin, I. 1 9 8 , 2 3 0 ; I I . 8 2 . 

K . 

KaTcx™* N - 3 2 6 , 3 3 0 . 
Kern, II. 9 3 , 2 9 9 , 3 2 5 . 
Kling, I. 3 8 2 . 
Kbllner, I. 3 2 5 . 
Kbstlin, II . 2 4 0 , 2 4 3 . 
Kuinoel, I. 2 1 2 . 

L. 

L A C T A N T I U S , I. 2 4 1 . 

Laodiceans, Epistle to, I L 6 , 4 3 . 
Law, I . 2 6 4 , 3 5 0 ; II . 3 7 , 1 3 7 . 

as 7rcuday<s>y6s, I I . 1 9 9 . 
law and sin, I I . 1 4 1 , 1 4 5 , 1 8 8 , 1 9 5 , 

2 0 4 . 

law and promise, I. 2 6 5 ; II . 1 9 8 . 
curse of, II . 1 4 9 . 
of spirit, II . 1 6 1 . 
of Christ, I L 1 6 7 . 
of freedom, II. 3 1 0 . 

Light, I I . 2 0 , 2 4 8 . 
Lipsius, I I . 3 1 4 . 
Love, I I . 4 0 , 1 6 7 , 2 3 2 . 
Luke; I . 2 2 6 ; I I . 3 8 . 

his Gospel, I. 5 7 ; cf. Acts. 
Lucian, I. 9 1 , 1 8 0 . 
Lunemann, II . 4 5 , 6 9 , 7 7 . 
Luther, II . 2 8 5 . 
Lystra, I . 9 8 . 

M . 

M A C E D O N I A , I . 1 5 3 . 

Magic, I. 9 5 , 1 9 9 . 
Marcellus, I. 5 5 . 
Marcion, Marcionites, I . 3 6 9 , II . 1 7 , 2 1 , 

4 3 , 1 0 0 , 1 0 1 , 2 0 2 . 

Marcion, Canon of, I. 2 5 7 . 
Mark, L 2 3 1 ; I I . 3 4 . 
Marriage, II . 1 1 , 1 2 . 

second, I. 1 4 8 ; II . 1 0 3 . 
Mary, I. 3 1 . 
Marsilius of Padua, II . 2 9 1 . 
Mathematicians, I. 3 4 3 . 
Matthew, I. 3 5 8 . 
Matthias, the apostle, I. 9 2 , 2 9 1 . 

the High Priest, I. 1 7 0 . 
Matthies, I I . 9 9 , 1 0 3 . 
Mayerhoff, I I . 2 , 2 9 6 . 
Mechanical conception of Nature, I. 9 9 . 
Mediator, I I . 1 9 7 . 
Mercury, I. 1 0 0 , 1 0 4 . 
Messiah, I. 2 8 3 ; II . 1 2 5 . 
Mayer, I. 3 4 , 5 5 , 5 8 , 1 7 7 , 1 8 4 , 2 0 2 , 2 1 2 , 

2 8 8 . 

Michael of Cesena, I I . 2 9 1 . 
Miracles, I. 7 8 , 8 1 , 9 9 , 3 1 2 . 

cf. Paul, Peter, apostles. 
Montanism, I L 2 2 . 
Moses, I. 4 6 , 5 1 , I I . 1 3 0 . 

law of, I I . 1 9 7 , cf. Law. 
Mynster, II . 2 9 5 . 
Myth, nature of, I. 3 3 , 7 1 , 8 3 . 

N . 

N A Z A R I T E , I. 1 4 4 . 

Neander, I . 2 1 , 2 4 , 3 1 , 4 0 , 5 5 , 5 8 , 6 3 , 
6 8 , 7 2 , 7 8 , 8 3 , 8 7 , 9 7 , 9 9 , 1 0 2 , 1 2 1 , 

1 2 5 , 1 4 1 , 1 4 2 , 1 4 6 , 1 5 4 , 1 5 6 , 1 5 8 , 

1 6 0 , 1 6 3 , 1 8 4 , 1 8 6 , 2 0 9 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 8 , 

2 1 9 , 2 3 6 , 2 4 4 , 2 4 6 , 2 4 9 , 2 7 3 , 2 9 8 , 3 0 2 , 

3 2 2 , 3 4 6 , 3 6 4 . 

I I . 2 , 1 1 7 , 2 0 0 , 2 0 9 , 2 5 7 , 2 9 4 , 2 9 8 , 

3 0 4 , 3 0 9 . 

Nero, I. 2 4 1 ; II . 3 2 4 . 
—•— his persecutions, I. 3 4 1 . 

Pseudo-Nerones, II . 3 2 9 . 
Novs, distinguished from jTJ/ev/uia, II . 1 4 5 . 

0 . 

O L S H A U S E N , ! 2 6 , 5 5 , 5 8 , 6 4 , 7 9 , 1 0 1 , 1 0 6 , 

1 3 5 , 1 5 4 , 1 6 3 , 1 9 2 , 1 9 9 , 2 0 9 , 2 1 9 , 2 4 7 , 

2 9 8 , 3 2 4 , 3 3 3 , 3 4 8 , 3 7 0 ; I I . 2 9 6 . 

Onesimus, II . 8 0 . 
Origen, I. 1 4 6 , 1 9 9 , 2 4 0 , 2 4 3 , 3 6 9 . 



34G INDEX. 

Osiander, I. 298. 
Otho, I I . 330. 
Ovid, I. 103. 

P. 

P A P I A S , I. 231 , 234 , 237. 

Particularism, Jewish, I . 61 , 84, 356. 
Parousia, I I . 89 , 224 , 2 3 1 , 282 , 323, 

336. 
Passover, II . 29 . 
Pastoral Epistles, I . 244 , 2 5 6 ; I I . 98 sq. 
Paul Saul, I. 35 , change of name, 96. 

conversion, 6 3 ; I I . 123, 2 6 9 ; P. in 
Damascus, 1 .110 ; relation to Stephen, 
60 ; to the older Apostles, 6, 109, 113, 
131, 207, 2 6 4 ; to Peter, 113, 133, 
237 , 250 , 264 . 

made parallel with Peter, I . 6, 81 , 
87 , 95 , 96, 98, 104, 165, 174, 191, 
196, 198, 202, 227, 229, 237. 

strife with Barnabas, 134. * 
gospel of Paul, 112, 122, 128, 152. 
journeys, 92 , 116, 152, 1 7 5 ; II . 

3 2 0 ; to Arabia, I. 1 1 0 ; Jerusalem, 
111, 116, 2 0 4 ; Illyria, 3 7 2 ; Spain, 
227, 373, 376, 379. 

at Philippi, 153. 
at Athens, 176. 
at Ephesus, 192. 
Apostolic authority, 80, 87 , 90, 

114, 264, 277. 
sphere of labour, 87, 372. 
importance, 379. 
said to have gone to the Jews first, 

108, 3 3 3 , 345. 
miracles, 95 , 98, 153, 198, 201, 

203, 312. 
speeches, 104, 176, 187, 2 2 1 . 
relation to the law, 11, 205, 2 0 8 ; 

cf. Law. 
relation to 0 . T . ; II . 282. 
Apostate, I. 212 , 233. 
proselyte, 234 . 
opponents, 1 7 5 , 2 0 4 , 234, 251 , 261, 

267, 270, 277, 288. 
their different positions, 269. 
Roman citizen, 160, 164. 
arrest, 204. 

Paul, appearance before the Sanhedrim, 
214. 

before Felix, 223 . 
before Agrippa, 224. 
in Rome, 226, 337, 344. 
alleged second imprisonment, 227 , 

244. 
death, 227 , 237, 246 . 
grave, 240, 249. 
Epistles, three classes of, 255. 
conception and dialectical move

ment, I I . 107. 
Pseudo-Pauline Epistles, I I . 106 . 
Doctrine, 114. 
construction of, 116. 
character of P., 269, 277, 

Pentecost, I . 15. 
Peter, I. 16, 23 , 38 , 4 0 , 123, 227. 

converts Cornelius, 81 , 130, 196. 
made parallel with Paul, v. Paul, 

Apostle of Gentiles, 145, 150, 196, 
231 , 240 , 250. 

conflict with Paul, 133, 232 , 2 6 4 ; 
with Simon Magus, 135, 229. 

primacy, 92, 240, 277. 
miracles, 15, 23 , 28, 198, 202, 2 4 2 . 
escape from prison, 165. 
residence at Rome, 228, 244 . 
death, 228, 237, 246, 249. 
grave, 240, 249. 

Petrine party, 270, 274, 303. 
Pharisees, I . 34, 123, 167, 215. 
Philemon and Baucis, I. 102. 
Philemon, Epistle to, I I . 80. 
Philip, I. 39. 
Philippi, I . 153. 
Philippi, Dr., I . 325. 
Philippians, Epistle to, I I . 45 . 

Gnostic elements in, 4 5 sq. 
general character, 5 3 , 62, 64. 
Christology, 46. 
historical data, 58 . 
relation to Corinthian Epistles, 5 4 , 

67. 
on ii. 5 sq.t 46 . 
on iii. 12, 203. 

Philosophy, I I . 30. 
Philostratus, I. 103. 
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Pierce, Zach., I . 277 . 
Plato, Platonic dialogues, I I . 110. 
Pleroma, I I . 8 ; iikr)p<opa Xpiorov, 23. 
Plutarch, I . 157. 

Uvcvpa ay tov, I . 24 ; ayiaxrvvr)?, I I . 251 . 
UvOcovos, I . 154. 

Polytheism, I . 183. 
Poppaea, I . 343. 
Hopveia, I . 146. 
Pott, I . 2 7 2 ; I I . 298. 
Praetorium, I I . 6 0 . 
Predestination, I I . 258. 
Presbyter, I . 189. 
Prophets, I . 5 1 , 61 ; I I . 24. 
Prophecy, I . 88 , 193. 
Proselytes, I . 334. 

Psychical and pneumatical man, TT. 133. 
Publius, I . 179. 

Q 
QUADRATUS, I . 179. 

R. 
R E I C H E , I . 3 2 5 . 

Religion, I I . 234 . 
history of, I I . 182. 

Resurrection, I . 177, 181, 2 1 5 ; I I . 251 , 
265. 

* of Christ, v. Christ. 
Revelation, I . 88 ; I I . 287. 
Ritschl, I I . 77. 
Roman Church, I . 3 3 9 . 

character and origin of, 340 , 344 , 
354 . 

— — Ebionitism, 357 , 367, 380. 
Romans, Epistle to, I . 320. 

interpreters of, 322, 325 . 
occasion and purpose of, 322 . 
different views on this point, 323, 

327. 
directed against Judaists, 329. 
contents of, 327. 
of chap, i.-viii., I . 349. 
of chap. ix.-xi., I . 3 2 8 ; I I . 258. 
on chap. xii.-xiv., I . 357. 
on chap, xv.-xvi., I . 369 . 

Passages explained— 
i. 3 sq., I I . 251 ; i. 16, I I . 1 4 8 ; i. 19, 

I I . 2 3 8 ; ii. 14, I I . 137 ; iii. 21 sq. I I . 

1 5 1 ; iv. 1, I I . 1 9 2 ; v. 6, I I . 1 5 4 ; v. 
12, I I . 153, 1 8 3 ; vi. 1, I I . 1 6 3 ; vii. 

1, I I . 1 6 5 ; vii. 7, I I . 1 4 3 ; viii. 3, I I . 
1 5 6 ; viii. 12, I I . 1 2 7 ; viii. 28, I I . 258 ; 
ix. 1, I I . 2 5 9 ; ix. 5 , I I . 240. 

Riickert, I . 298, 300, 312, 314, 3 2 2 ; I I . 
2 , 78, 159, 188, 256 , 287 . 

Rutilianus, I . 97. 

S. 

SADDUCEES, I . 34, 166 , 173, 215. 
Salmasius, I I . 291. 
Samaria, I . 39. 
Sapphira, I . 23 . 
Sara, I I . 201 . 
2dp£, I I . 139, 145, 164. 
Saturnians, I I . 101. 
Sceva, I . 199. 
Schenkel, I . 245 , 301 . 
Schleiermacher, I . 1 0 0 ; I I . 98, 101, 110, 

296. 

Schmidt, I . 274 , 275. 
Schneckenburger, I . 5, 62 , 125, 227 ; I I . 

5 , 210 , 304. 
Schott, I . 380. 
Schrockh, I I . 293 . 
Schulz, I . 380. 
Schwegler, I . 3 8 0 ; I I . 24, 78. 
Sergius Paulus, I . 96. 
Silas, I . 153, 163. 

Simon Magus, I . 88 , 95, 229, 241 ; I I . 
101 , 112 . 

Simon of Cyprus, I . 97. 
Sin , ' II . 139, 144, 183. 
Socrates, I . 177. 
Solomon, I . 47 . 
Somnambulism, I . 154. 
Sophia, I I . 13. 
Sorcerers, I . 97. 
Soter, Roman bishop, I . 248. 
Spanheim, F . , I I . 292. 
Spirit, I I . 126, 160. 

the holy, I . 193 . 
law of, I I . 161. 

and flesh, I I . 139, 144, 162. 
cf. irvcvpa. 

Stephen, I . 39, 43 . 
his speech, 44. 
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2roix^a rov KOV/JOV, I I . 3 0 , 2 0 8 . 
Storr, I . 2 7 1 . 
Strauss, L 2 . 
Suetonius, I I . 6 1 . 
Synedrium, I . 1 6 , 5 5 , 2 1 4 . 
Syzygies, I I . 1 1 , 1 2 . 

T. 

T A B E R N A C L E , I . 4 9 . 

Tabitha, I . 2 0 2 . 
Tacitus, I I . 3 2 8 . 
Temple, Jerusalem, I . 5 4 ; I I . 3 3 0 . 
TertuUian, I . 1 2 7 , 1 3 6 , 2 4 0 ; I I . 2 1 , 2 2 , 

2 5 , 2 5 5 . 

Testament, Old and New, I I . 1 2 9 , 2 1 0 , 
2 8 5 . 

Testament of the twelve patriarchs, I I . 
2 5 5 . 

Theodoret, I I . 8 . 
Thessalonians, Epistles to, I I . 8 5 , 3 1 4 . 
Thessalonica, I . 1 7 4 . 
Theudas, I . 3 5 . 
Tholuck, i. 3 2 3 , 3 2 7 . 
Thucydides and Paul, I I . 2 8 1 . 
Timothy, I . 1 3 4 ; I I . 6 8 , 8 8 . 
Titus, I . 1 2 6 , 1 3 4 ; I I . 6 8 . 
Tongues, vid. yXaxraati XaXcIv. 

Tradition, I . 7 2 , 7 6 . 
Tychicus, I I . 4 3 . 
Types, I I . 2 0 1 , 2 2 9 , 2 8 4 . 

U. 

U N I V E R S A L I S M , L 3 2 2 , 3 2 9 ; I I . 4 1 , 

2 2 6 , 2 6 2 . 

Usteri, I I . 5 1 , 1 1 6 , 1 3 6 . 

V . 

V A L E N T I N E , I I . 2 1 . 

Valentinians, I I . 8 , 1 0 , 1 9 , 1 0 1 . 
Vatican, I . 2 4 1 , 2 5 0 . 
Vespasian, I I . 3 3 0 . 
Visions, I . 6 8 , 7 3 , 7 6 , 8 0 , 8 4 , 8 8 ; I I . 

2 8 7 . 

< Vitellius, I . 6 2 ; I I . 3 3 0 . 

W . 

W E T S T E I N , I . 1 6 2 . 

Widows, I L 1 0 3 . 
Wieseler, I I . 7 8 . 
Windischmann, I I . 2 9 6 . 

Z . 

Z A B I A N S , I . 1 9 3 . 

Zeller, I . 2 1 2 ; I I . 7 8 , 2 4 0 , 2 4 2 , 2 4 8 . 
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